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ADDITIONS  AND  COEEECTIONS  TO  V0I5.  I.  AND  H. 


VOLUME  PIKST  OP  COLLECTIONS  OP  VEeIoNT  HISTOEICAL  SOCIETY: 

Vindicated  from  the  Attack  of  the  New  Yobk  Histobical 

Maoazike. 

In  the  former  volume  of  these  Collections,  published  in  1870,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  embody  in  chronological  order  such  authentic  ac- 
counts as  could  be  found  of  the  proceedings  of  the  different  conventionB 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  prior  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  state  government  of  Vermont  in  1778.  No  original  journals 
of  those  conventions  could  be  found,  and  information  in  regard  to  their 
proceedings  was  sought  for  in  all  quarters  where  it  was  thought  it  might 
be  obtained.  Among  the  sources  from  which  information  was  procured, 
were  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Documentary  History  of  New  York,  the 
published  journals  of  the  New  York  Congress  of  1775,  the  Connecticut 
Courant  published  at  Hartford  for  the  year  1777,  Mr.  Slade's  Vermont 
State  Papers,  the  manuscript  papers  in  the  oflftces  of  the  Secretaries  of 
State  at  Albany  and  Montpelier,  and  a  Manuscript  copy,  froA  what  was 
believed  to  be  an  authentic  copy  of  the  journals  of  several  conventions  in 
1776  and  1777.  The  sources  from  which  the  accounts  of  these  proceed- 
ings were  obtained  were  distinctly  indicated  in  the  publication  itself, 
either  by  introductory  statements  or  foot  notes,  so  that  the  verification 
of  each  part,  and  the  credit  to  which  it  was  entitled,  could  be  conveniently 
tested  by  historical  students.  ^ 

The  number  of  the  New  York  9istorical  Magazine  for  January  1871 
edited  by  Henry  B.  Dawson  Esq.,  contains  a  very  sharp  and  bitter  criti- 
cism on  this  part  of  the  Society's  volume,  in  which  he  assumes  to  have 
discovered  numerous  errors  and  falsehoods  of  so  flagrant  a  character  as, 
in  his  view,  to  justify  him  in  making  a  charge  of  intended  deception  and 
fraud  on  the  part  of  the  Coinmittee  of  Publication.  He  claims  that  their 
work  is  not  a  Mr  account  of  actual  proceedings,  but  is  a  "  reconstructed 
record"  got  up  by  tiie  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  conduct 
of  the  Vermonters  in  their  early  controversy  with  New  York  on  a  more 
fovorable  footing  than  their  original  proceedings  would  warrant,  and  that 
their  publication  is  therefore  "  entirely  useless  as  an  authority  in  histori- 
cal enquiry."  This  gharge  of  fraud  in  the  publication,  if  well  founded, 
not  only  deprives  it  of  historical  authority,  but  ensures  the  just  codemn- 
ation  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  by  all  lovers  of  honesty  and  truth. 
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The  chronic  propensity  of  Mr.  Dawson  to  treat  such  opinions  as  do  not 
coincide  with  his  own,  as  founded  in  dishonesty  and  crime,  must  be  well 
known  to  the  readers^of  his  magazine,  and  some  of  them  may  have  not- 
iced that  this  propensity  becomes  peculiarly  active  and  violent  whenever 
any  question  of  Vermont  history  is  concerned.  He  has  in  his  magazine 
habitually  sought  to  stigmatise  Vermonters  by  branding  them  with  op- 
probrious epithets,  calling  thefti  "  renegade  Green  Mountain  Boys,"  "  Se- 
cessionists," "NuUifiers,"  "traitors,"  "thieves,"  &c.,  «&c.,  and  it  has  also 
seemed  impossible  for  liim  to  notice  the  work  of  a  Vermonter  without, 
as  in  his  present  article,  impugning  the  motives  of  the  writer,  misrepre- 
senting his  statements,  and  charging  him  with  unfounded  delinquencies.* 
This  continued  exhibition  of  his  bitter  hostility,  together  with  the  seri- 
ousness of  his  present  charge  against  the  integrity  of  Vermont  history, 
must  be  our  apology  for  a  somewhat  extended  examination  of  the  grounds 
on  which  he  founds  his  criticisms. 

Mr.  Dawson  commences  his  present  strictures  by  stating  that  in  their 
publication,  the  Society  "  employed  a  copy  instead  of  the  original  manu- 
scripts,^^ It  is  true  that  copies  only  were  employed,  and  for  the  reaaon 
which  is  fully  declared  in  their  publication,  that  no  originals  could  be 
found.  Parts  of  the  proceedings  of  several  conventions  were  found  in 
newspapers  and  in  other  publications,  and  in  different  manuscripts,  as 
before  stated,  the  most  important  of  the  latter  being  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  several  conventions,  furnished  by  the  Hon.  James  H.  Phelps, 
of  West  Townshend,  Vt,  which  manuscript  and  the  use  made  of  it  are 
particularly  mentioned  in  the  publication  itself.  The  copy,  as  Judge 
Phelps  informed  the  Committee,  was  made  by  him  in  1852  from  the  back 
part  of  an  old  account  book  in  which  Dr.  Jonas  Fay,  who  had  been  clerk 
of  some  of  the  conventions,  had  made  charges  against  his  patients  for 
medical  services.  The  book  was  in  the  possession  of  Judge  Phelps  but 
a  short  time,  and  he  was  unable  to  give  any  certain  account  of  what  be- 
came of  it,  though  he  thought  it  might  probably  be  found  in  the  possess- 
ion of  some  of  Dr.  Fay's  descendants.  Inquiries  were  made  for  it  in 
quarters  where  it  was  thought  niost  likely  to  be  found,  but  without  suc- 
cess, and  it  was  accordingly  stated  (page  49)  that  it  was  "  not  known  to 
be  now  in  existence." 

Mr.  Dawson  in  his  criticism  undertakes  to  show  the  inaccuracy  of  the 
Society's  publication  by  comparing  it  with  what  he  calls  "  tfie  original 
minutes^  as  left  by  ths  Secretary  wJu)  wrote  them^^'*  but  he  does  not  state  the 
form  in  which  these  "  original  minutes*^  have  been  preserved,  or  how  or 
where  he  obtained  them,  or  give  any  description  of  them,  or  specify  any 
evidence  of  their  authenticity.  As  the  Society's  publication  shows  that 
it  was  made  from  copies,  because  no  originals  could  be  found,  and  as  what 
he  claims  as  the  original  minutes  must  have  come  rocehtly  into  his  hands, 


•Hist.  MagM  Vol.  10,  Supplement,  MO ;  VoL  1.  New  Serloi,  184 ;  Vol.  5. 846-7  and  880-401 ;  Vol.  7. 137. 
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it  would  seem  to  have  been  no  more  than  fair  for  him  to  give  some  ac- 
count of  his  newly  discovered  manuscript,  before  condemning  others  for 
not  following  it,  and  thus  also  enabling  others,  as  well  as  himself,  to  form 
an  opinion  of  what  his  new  discovery  really  was,  and  to  judge  of  the  credit 
to  which  it  was  entitled.  It  might  possibly  turn  out  that  Mr.  Dawson 
has  not  in  his  possession  "  the  original  minutes"  of  any  of  these  conven- 
tions, but  only  copies, — ^perhaps  only  the  same  book  from  which  Judge 
Phelps  copied, — ^the  entries  in  which  were  certified — not  as  ^'original 
minutes"  but  as  copies, — sometimes  with  the  words  "Errors  excepted,"  as 
may  be  seen  in  the  Society's  publication  at  pages  13, 15, 16,  20,  34,  37,  42. 
But  whatever  may  be  the  character  of  the  manuscript  by  which  Mr.  Daw- 
son calls  in  question  the  correctness  of  the  Socfety's  publication,  it  will 
be  found  on  examination  that  several  of  the  most  important  defects  which 
he  names  have  no  existence  in  point  of  fact,  and  that  the  residue  of  them 
are  so  trivial  and  harmless  as  to  preclude  any  idea,  in  an  unprejudiced 
mind,  that  they  could  have  been  made  for  any  sinister  purpose  whatever, 
much  less  for  that  which  Mr.  Dawson  supposes,  of  enhancing  the  credit 
of  Yermont  at  the  expense  of  New  York.  In  an  account  of  some  twenty 
different  conventions  held  during  a  period  of  twelve  years  from  1765  to 
1777,  which  covers  over  fifty  pages  of  the  volume  and  includes  the  names 
of  more  than  two  hundred  different  persons,  many  of  them  several  times 
repeated,  the  industry  of  the  critic  has  enabled  him  to  discover  three  or 
four  instances  in  which  he  claims  that  either  the  christian  or  surname  of 
an  individual  is  wrongly  given,  and  nearly  as  many  in  which  he  says  the 
day  of  the  proper  month  is  erroneously  stated,  but  none  of  them  changing 
the  character  of  the  proceedings  in  the  smallest  degree.  These,  and  such 
like  errors,  which  may  be  found  in  almost  all  publications  and  even  in  the 
critic's  own  article,— all  of  which  would  have  been  readily  accounted  for 
by  any  impartial  reader,  as  innocent  mistakes  of  the  copyist  or  of  the  type, 
with  other  charges  which  are  unfounded  in  fact, — make  up  his  indictment 
against  the  Society  for  fraud  in  their  publication. 

Mr.  Dawson,  after  stating  that  "a  merely  casual  glance  at  the  recon- 
structed record  has  satisfied  us  [him]  that  it  is  entirely  unreliable  as  ma- 
terial for  histbry,"  proceeds  to  specify  what  he  terms  the  "more  import- 
ant errors,  in  this  very  important  portion  of  the  volume"  of  the  Society, 
under  separate  and  distinct  heads,  fourteen  in  number,  each  of  which  we 
will  now  proceed  to  notice  in  its  order.  We  shall  be  obliged  to  occupy 
more  space  in  the  investigation  than  we  could  desire,  from  the  necessity 
we  feel  of  copjring  most  of  the  critic's  complaints  in  fUll,  that  we  may 
not  be  accused  of  doing  him  injustice  in  stating  them,  as  well  as  to 
exhibit  to  our  readers  the  temper,  or  as  the  lawyers  would  call  it,  the 
quo  ammo  of  his  production. 

We  give  Specification  No.  1  aa  near  as  may  be,  verbatim  et  litera- 
tim,  afi  follows : 

2* 
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"  1. — The  Warrent  for  the  first  meeting,  dated,  according  to  this  ver- 
sion, "Aklington,  10th  Deer.  1775"  was  really  dated  '' Arlington,  20th 
Deer.  1776  ;"  and  the  third  article  of  the  same  Warrent,  instead  of  pro- 
viding "  To  see  if  the  "Law  of  New  York  shall  have  free  circulation  where 
"  it  doth  infringe  on  our  properties,  or  Titles  of  Lands  or  Riots  (so  called) 
"  in  defence  of  the  same,"  as  indicated  in  this  volume,  really  provided 
"  to  see  if  the  Law  of  New  York  shall  have  free  circulation  where  it  doth 
"  not  infringe"  &c.  a  distinction  with  a  difference,  which  will  he  useful 
to  those  who  shall  study  the  temper  of  the  Vermontese  of  that  period, 
with  due  attention." 

The  convention  of  which  the  notice  in  the  warrant  dated  at  Arlington 
was  given,  was  to  he  holden  at  Dorset  the  16th  of  January  1776,  and  it 
was  certainly  of  no  moment  whatever,  whether  it  bore  date  the  10th  or 
the  20th  of  December,  and  in  regard  to  the  other  supposed  error  com- 
plained of  by  Mr.  Dawson,  we  fail  to  see  what  "  the  distinction  with  a 
difference"  can  possibly  be.  No  question  depending  on  the  language  of 
the  article  respecting  "  the  free  circulation"  of  the  law  of  New  York  ap- 
pears to  have  been  voted  upon.  The  convention  resulted  in  a  petition  to 
the  continental  Congress,  to  be  allowed,  for  the  preservation  of  their  land 
titles,  to  serve  against  Great  Britain,  under  the  Congress^  as  inhabitants 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  and  not  under  New  York,  of  which  peti- 
tion the  critic  afterwards  takes  special  notice.  The  omission  of  the  word 
not  in  the  Society's  publication,  if  it  really  was  an  omission,  was  doubt- 
less an  error  of  the  copyist  or  of  the  printer,  and  would  have  been  so  re- 
garded by  any  one  not  anxiously  seeking  a  pretext  for  fault  finding. 

No.  2. — Under  this  specification  Mr.  Dawson  charges  that  Oliver 
Evits  and  not  Oliver  Everts  was  an  "  assistant  clerk  of  the  convention  of 
January  16, 1775,"  and  that  it  was  James  Hard  and  not  James  Hurd  who 
"  served  on  the  committee  to  whom  the  third  Article  in  the  Warre?^  was 
referred."  Well,  it  may  be  that  Mr.  Dawson  is  right.  Both  the  assist- 
ant clerk  and  the  committee  man  were  persons  unknown  to  fame,  and  it 
is  impossible  now  to  ascertain  exactly  how  they  wrote  their  names,  for  to 
this  day  Everts,  Hard,  and  Hurd  are  names  of  many  families  in  Vermont, 
and  Evits  is  rarely,  if  indeed  ever,  used  except  incorrectly  for  Everts ; 
but  what  shall  be  thought  of  a  critic  who  shall  gravely  found  a  charge  of 
fraud  against  respectable  persons,  on  the  discovery  of  so  slight  a  varia- 
tion in  the  spelling  of  the  names  of  two  obscure  individuals,  who  had 
probably  been  dead  for  more  than  half  a  century. 

If  we  were  to  follow  the  example  of  the  critic  in  cavilling  at  trifles,  we 
might  call  his  attention  to  errors  of  date  and  of  spelling  in  that  part  of  his 
own  article  already  noticed,  of  as  great  significance  as  those  he  charges  up- 
on the  Society's  pubUcation.  Thus,  in  his  second  specification,  he  speaks 
of  the  meeting  at  Dorset  of  which  the  before  mentioned  notice  had  been 
given,  as  having  been  held  "  the  16th  day  of  January  177  J,"  when  in  fact 
it  was  not  held  till  January  177^,  one  year  after,  which  is  quite  as  impor- 
tant an  error  as  that  complained  of  by  him  in  the  alleged  change  of  date 
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from  the  20th  to  the  10th  of  December.  Again,  in  his  two  first  specifica- 
tions he  uses  three  times  a  word  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  in 
any  modern  dictionary  in  our  possession,  viz.  the  word  Warrent  We 
suppose  Mr.  Dawson  wrote  the  word  Warrant,  with  the  letter  a  in  the 
last  syllable,  and  that  the  heedles*  typesetter  changed  it  into  an  e,  three 
times  repeated,  which  makes  it  quite  as  great  a  blunder  as  the  supposed 
change  of  the  name  of  Hard  to  Hwrd  by  mistaking  the  letter  a  for  the  let- 
ter w.  We  are  not  so  uncharitable  as  to  charge  Mr.  Dawson  with  inten- 
tional fraud  in  this  matter. 

Charge  No.  3  is,  that  in  the  Petition  to  Congress  which  was  adopted 
at  the  January  convention  of  1776  before  mentioned,  the  order  of  the 
King  in  Council  making  Connecticut  Kiver  the  boundary  between  New 
York  and  New  Hampshire  was  recorded  in  the  minu^s  of  the  convention 
"as  of  the  date  of  the  -^th  of  July  A.  D.  1764";  but^that  in  the  Society's 
'^  reconstructed  minutes"  the  date  is  given  as  the  ^^th  of  July  1764.  We 
do  not  believe  the  date  was  recorded  as  of  the  4th  of  July  in  the  original 
minutes,  but  if  it  were,  it  was  clearly  a  clerical  mistake,  which  ought  at 
once  to  be  corrected.  The  official  certified  copy  of  the  order  which  was 
sent  out  from  England  to  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden,  and  which  he 
published  to  the  settlers  by  proclamation  the  10th  of  April  1765,  is  found 
in  the  office  of  tlie  Secretary  of  State  at  Albany,  in  volume  92  of  Colonial 
Manuscripts  at  page  122.  Copies  of  it  are  in  the  4th  Volume  of  the  Doc- 
umentary IIi>itory  of  New  York  at  page  574  ;  in  Volume  3  of  Belknap's 
New  Hampshire,  page  389  ;  and  in  Blade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  page 
19, — all  with  the  date  of  July  20, 1764.  That  date  is  also  given  in  all 
histories  that  treat  of  the  matter.  The  date  of  the  declaration  of  Ameri- 
can independence  might  as  well  be  stated  to  have  been  the  20th  of  July, 
as  that  of  the  king's  order  to  have  been  the  4th  of  that  month. 

The  next  specification  of  Mr  Dawson  is  as  follows  : 

"  4. — In  the  same  Petition  and  Remoriatrance,  reference  was  made,  as 
duly  recorded  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Convention,  on  tlie  Minutes  of  the  Con- 
vention, reference  was  made  to  the  aggregate  body  of  "  Land  Traders" 
whom  the  Vcrraontese  were  then  resisting  :  in  the  reconstructed  Min- 
utes, by  interpolating  the  words  "  of  New  York,"  those  who  have  con- 
trolled the  volume  before  us  have  managed  to  secure  a  new  weapon  for 
their  use,  in  their  contest  with  the  phantoms,  from  New  York^  which 
have  so  long  haunted  them." 

The  words  "  reference  was  made"  seem  to  have  been  interpolated  in  this 
specification.  Should  not  Mr.  Dawson  call  somebody  to  account  for  this 
act  of  reKionstruction  ?  If  the  reader  wiU  #camine  the  publication  com- 
plained of,  he  will  find  that  the  phrase  "  Land  Traders  of  New  York"  is 
used  three  times  in  the  Petition,  twice  on  page  17  and  once  on  page  18. 
In  the  first  instance,  "  the  Monopolizing  Land  Traders  of  New  York^"*  are 
charged  with  being  instrumental, — after  the  petitioners  had  obtained  and 
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settled  on  grants  from  New  Hampshire,— in  procuring  the  king's  order 
of  July  1764  changing  their  jurisdiction  to  New  York.  In  the  second 
place,  that  "  the  Land  Traders  of  New  York  Petitioned  the  then  Governor 
of  that  Province  for  grants  of  Land'\  and  obtained  grants  of  lands  occu- 
pied by  the  petitioners.  In  the  third  Instance,  the  petitioners  speak  of 
"  the  unhappy  disputes  which  have  Mppened  between  those  Land  Traders 
of  New  York^^  and  the  petitioners.  The  words  above  given  in  Italics  are 
exact  quotations  from  the  petition. 

The  pith  and  substance  of  this  complaint  (No.  4)  is,  that  by  inserting 
the  words  "0/  New  York''  after  those  of  "Land  Traders'',  one  time  too 
many^  "those  who  have  controlled  the  volume"  have  constructed  "a  new 
weapon"  with  which  to  combat  New  York.  It  must  be  a  sufficient  an- 
swer to  this  complaint,  that  the  weapon,  whether  useful  or  not  in  a  fight 
with  New  York,  is*y  no  means  a  new  one,  but  is  a  weapon  that  was  in 
existence  a  long  time  before  the  Society's  publication  was  thought  of. 
In  Slade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  published- in  1823,  pages  61  to  64, 
the  Petition  will  be  found  with  the  words  "  Land  Traders  of  New  York" 
inserted  three  times  precisely  as  in  the  Society's  publication.  The  Peti- 
tion is  also  printed  in  the  Kural  Magazine,  published  at  Rutland,  Vt,  by 
Dr.  Samuel  Williams,  for  the  month  of  May  1795,  (Vol.  1,  p.  259,)  with 
the  obnoxious  words  "  of  New  York"  following  "  Land  Traders"  in  all  the 
places  where  it  is  found  in  the  Society's  volume.  The  complaint  there- 
fore of  the  critic,  that  "  those  who  have  cont?blled  the  volume  before  us 
have  managed  to  secure  a  new  weapon  for  their  use,  in  iheir  contest  with 
the  phantoms  ^om  New  York,''  is  altogether  unfounded,  the  weapon  be- 
ing at  least  seventy-five  years  old. 

It  seems  not  a  little  remarkable  that  Mr.  Dawson,  who  had  the  State 
Papers  of  Mr.  Slade  before  him,  while  he  was  preparing  his  criticism,  as 
will  hereafter  be  seen,  should  have  failed  to  look  into  the  Petition  in  that 
volume.  If  he  had  done  so  he  would  have  seen  that  the  Society's  Com- 
mittee had  nothing  to  do  in  constructing  the  supposed  new  weapon,  and 
might  thus  have  been  spared  the  unpleasant  duty  of  making  a  false  charge 
against  them.  That  he  heedlessly  neglected  to  notice  so  obvious  a  source 
for  information  on  the  subject,  certainly  cannot  serve  to  strengthen  any 
reputation  he  may  now  have  for  being  a  thorough  and  impartial  searcher 
after  historical  truth. 

But  there  could  be  no  motive  whatever  for  "  those  who  controlled  the 
volume"  to  insert  the  words  of  New  York  in  the  manner  complained  of, 
for  their  insertion  or  omission  could  not  alter  the  sense  of  the  Petition  in 
the  slightest  degree.  Mr.  Dawson  has  not  condescended  to  state  in 
which  of  the  three  places  of  Ihe  Petition  the  words  "of  New  Yoi-k"  have 
been  interpolated.  It  could  not  have  been  where  the  Land  Traders  were 
first  mentioned,  because  it  would  have  then  been  indispensable  to  state 
what  Land  Traders  were  intended,  and  the  words  "of  New  York"  would  be 
necessarily  used.    It  could  not  have  been  in  the  second  instance  because 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,  VoL  I.  of  Collections  Vindicated.  xiii 

the  words  "  that  Provincft,"  which  follow  "  Land  Traders"  in  the  same  sen- 
tence, could  refer  back  to  no  other  word  but  "  New  York"  which  must 
have  been  previously  used.  It  must,  then,  have  been  in  regard  to  the 
thirtl  in  which  the  offense  was  charged,  and  what  is  the  oflense  ?  It  is 
this,  that  after  the  term  ''Land  Traders  of  New  York"  had  been  twice 
used  in  the  Petition,  the  same  Land  Traders  had  in  Mr.  Dawson's  man- 
uscript been  designated  as  "  those  Land  Traders,"  and  that  the  Commit- 
tee had  improperly  added  to  ''  those  Land  Traders"  the  obnoxious  words 
^of  New  York."  Every  one  will  readily  see  that  Hhose  Land,, Traders"  of 
Mr.  Dawson  were  the  identical  '*  Land  Traders  of  New  York"  which  had 
been  previously  mentioned,  and  that  the  additional  words  "of  New 
York"  did  not  and  could  not  change  the  meaning  of  the  language  in 
the  slightest  degree.  But  if  the  additional  words  ^had  been  newly  in- 
serted, as  charged  by  Mr.  Dawson,  the  idea  that  they  could  in  any 
way  have  been  used  as  a  "weapon^'  against  New  York  must  be  set 
down  as  a  mere  "phantom"  of  the  critic's  own  "haunted"  imagina- 
tion. • 

Specification  No.  5  is  in  the  following  words  : 

"5. — The  official  signatures  of  the  Chairman  and  Secretary  of  the  Dor- 
set Convention  of  the  sixteenth  of  January,  1776,  which  this  version  of 
the  Minutes  presents,  in  the  record  of  the  same  Petition  and  Remon- 
strance, at  the  foot  or  the  nineteenth  page  of  this  volume,  are  not  in  the 
original  Minutes,  as  left  by  the  Secretary  wJio  wrote  them:  and,  to  those 
who  are  unacquainted  with  the  facts,  this  strange  error,  oi  either  the  Ed- 
itors or  the  Printer  of  this  volume,  will  serve  to  destroy  the  usefulness 
of  the  entire  entry,  and  to  mislead  those  who  are  groping,  in  this  dark 
subject,  for  the  exact  truth  of  the  matter." 

The  Italics  in  this  quot^ion,  as  well  as  the  capitals,  are  the  critic's,  not 
ours.  In  making  this  charge,  Mr.  Dawson  must  have  forgotten  to  tr'.  '^ 
even  his  "  merely  casual  glance  at  the  teachings  of  this  reconstructed  loc- 
ord,"  with  which  he  commenced  his  notice  of  it,  for  the  charge  is  wholly 
without  foundation  in  fact.  The  conclusion  of  "  the  Petition  and  Eei^on- 
strance"  is,  indeed,  on  the  19th  page,  but  it  ends  with  the  words,  "as  in 
duty  bound,  your  honors'  petitioners  shall  ever  pray,"  without  any  signa- 
tures whatever — ^^offidaV  or  otherwise.  It  is  followed,  near  "  the  foot  of 
the  nineteenth  page,"  by  the  proceedings  of  the  convention  which  adopted 
it,  which  proceedings  are  concluded  and  certified  towards  the  middle  of 
the  succeeding  page.  The  publication,  in  this  respect,  is  entirely  with- 
out error.  The  proceedings  of  the  convention  of  January  16,  1776,  are 
given  precisely  as  found  in  Slade's  State  Papers  and  in  the  Rural  Maga- 
zine before  referred  to,  and  word  for  word  as  copied  by  Judge  Phelps 
from  the  manuscript  before  described,  and  which  is  presumed  to  be  that 
which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Dawson.  "We  venture  to  say  that 
if  he  will  allow  the  Society's  publication  to  be  compared  with  his  own 
manuscript,  it  will  be  found  to  agree  with  it  verbatim  et  Uteratim, 
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If  the  absolute  folsehood  of  this  charge  was  not  seen  by  Mr.  Dawson, 
he  at  least  made  it  without  any  examination  into  its  truth,  and  with  a 
heedlessness  of  the  reputation  of  others  which  cannot  entitle  him  to  any 
special  commendation  as  a  model  of  historical  research  and  fiiimess.  He 
must  at  least  be  content  to  accept  for  himself  the  sentence  he  so  flippantly 
passed  upon  the  Editors,  and  admit  that  this  "  strange  error"  of  his  should 
"serve  to  destroy  the  usefulness"  and  credit  of  his  "entire"  article. 

The  follo\5^ng  is  the  next  Specification  in  order : 

"6.— Tlie  interpolation  of  a  line,  assigning  a  motive  for  the  sudden  at- 
tempt of  Heman  Allen  to  withdraw  the  msurgent«'  Petition  and  Remon- 
strance from  before  the  Continental  Congress,  was  8imi)ly  a.  piece  of  im- 
pertinence on  the  part  of  the  Editors  and  is  a  fraud  on  those  who  shall 
read  these  re-constructed  Minutes  :  there  is  no  such  reason  assigned,  in 
the  real  Minutes,  as  written  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Convention." 

Doubtless  a  reader  of  these  strictures  of  the  critic  would  infer  from  his 
language  that  the  Editors  he  mentions  had  inserted  in  their  publication 
certain  words  Which  did  not  belong  there,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give 
their  readers  to  understand  that  they  formed  a  part  of  the  original  journal. 
They  have  done  no  such  thing.  They  have  inserted  words  between 
brackets — [thus] — as  an  indication  that  perhaps  an  omission  had  been 
made  in  the  journal,  which  those  words  would  supply.  This  practice  is 
quite  too  common  to  deceive  any  due.  It  is  indeed  always  understood  to 
amount  to  a  statement  that  the  words  thus  included  in  brackets  do  not 
form  a  part  of  the  text,  and  it  is  presumed  that  few  persons  other  than 
Mr.  Dawson — and  he  perhaps  only  in  an  emergency — would  think  of 
founding  a  charge  of  fraud  upon  it. 

Heman  Allen  had  been  charged  with  the  presentation  of  the  petition 
<^f  the  16th  of  January  1776  to  Congress,  and  fiis  account  of  his  proceed- 
i  :  s  with  it  was  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  convention  of  the  24th  of 
July  following.  His  statement  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  petition,  thus  en- 
tered, closed  with  the  words,  "  the  Petition  not  being  reatly  at  hand  at 
that  time,"  which  seemed  inconsistent  with  the  facts,  first,  of  its  being  in 
the  possession  of  Congress  and  not  of  Mr.  Allen  at  the  time  alluded  to, 
and  second,  of  its  withdrawal.  On  recurring  to  the  journal  of  Congress 
it  was  found  that  that  body,  on  the  dth  of  June  1776,  passed  a  resolution 
in  relation  to  it  as  follows  : 

^^Besolved  that  Heman  Allen  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition  by  him 
delivered  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  he 
representing  that  he  has  left  at  Jvorne  some  pa^fers  and  vouchers,  necessary  to 
support  the  allegations  therein  contained.''^ 

It  of  course  occurred  to  the  "Editors"  that  Mr.  Allen  would  report  to 
the  convention  the  statement  he  had  made  to  Congress,  and  therefore 
it  was  "  the  papers  and  vouchers"  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, rather  than  the  Petition,  which  he  said  were  "  not  at  hand",  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Vol.  L  of  OoUectionB  Vindicated.  xv 

for  that  reason  words  to  such  effect  were  inserted  in  brackets,  when  the 
conclusion  of  Mr.  Allen's  account  would  be  as  follows  : 

[Some  papers  and  vouchers  necessary  to  support  the  allegations  in]  "  the 
Petition  not  being  ready  at  hand  at  that  time." 

For  this  suggestion  in  brackets,  reference  was  made  to  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  on  the  subject  in  Slade's  State  Papers  and  the  Early  History 
of  Vermont,  so  that  every  reader  might  know  on  what  authority  it  was 
made  and  judge  for  himself  what  credit  ought  to  be  given  to  it.  It  is  of 
very  slight  importance  whether  the  suggestion  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  credit  or  not  It  is  but  a  mere  suggestion  and  certainly  furnishes  no 
ground  on  which  to  predicate  a  charge  of  fraud. 

Specification  No.  7. — In  the  proceedings  of  the  Dorset  convention 
of  Sept.  25, 1776,  which  cover  ten  pages  of  the  Society's  publication,  in 
which  the  names  of  fifty-one  members  and  of  thirty -five  towns  which  they 
represented  are  given,  Mr.  Dawson  has  been  able  to  find  barely  one 
grave  error;  and  it  is  this,  that  Mr.  Abraham  Ives,  instead  of  representing 
Wallingford,  really  represented  N.  "Wallingford.  He  announces  his  im- 
portant discovery  of  this  offensive  act  of  reconstruction  in  the  following 
grave  language : 

**7. — In  the  Dorset  Convention  of  the  twentv-fifth  of  September,  1776, 
"  M*"  Abraham  Ives"  really  represented  '*  N,  Wallingford,"  wherever  that 
town  mav  have  been ;  not  "  Wallingford^^''  as  these  re-constructed  Min- 
utes would  have  us  suppose." 

Well,  all  we  can  say  about  it  is  that  we  have  heard  of  but  one  township 
of  Wallingford  in  Vermont,  and  that  in  the  list  of  members  and  towns  of 
this  convention  in  Slade's  State  Papers,  (p.  66,)  and  also  in  a  similar  list 
in  the  Rural  Magazine,  published  in  1795,  (Vol.  1,  309,)  Mr.  Abraliam 
Ives  is  made  to  represent  Wallingford  precisely  as  in  the  Society's  publi- 
cation, and  not  N,  Wallingford.  As  our  critic  requires  N,  Wallingford 
to  be  represented, "  wherever  that  town  may  have  6een,"  it  seems  he  would 
have  us  suppose  that  Vermont  was  honored  on  that  occasion  by  a  carpet- 
bagger from  some  other  state.  Somewhat  careless  work  this,  for  a  critic 
in  history. 

The  seven  remaining  specifications  of  error  discovered  by  Mr.  Dawson, 
relate  to  the  convention  of  January  15th,  1777,  at  which  the  independence 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  was  declared.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  journal  of  this  convention  as  given  in  the  Society's  publication 
(p.  37,)  it  was  stated  that  a  part  was  taken  from  Slade's  State  Papers  and 
the  residue  from  the  manuscript  ftimished  by  Judge  Phelps.  Ira  Allen 
was  the  clerk  of  the  convention,  and  the  manuscript  of  Dr.  Fay,  from 
which  Judge  Phelps  copied,  does  not  purport  to  have  been  recorded  by 
Dr.  Fay,  but  to  be  a  copy  from  that  of  Ira  Allen,  as  may  be  seen  at  p.  42. 
Judge  Phelps  did  not  copy  from  Dr.  Fay's  manuscript  that  portion  of  the 
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proceedings  which  had  been  printed  in  Slade,  but  made  notes  of  the 
points  in  which  he  saw  they  varied,  and  from  his  notes  a  few  supposed 
errors  of  the  type  in  ^lade  were  corrected.  In  a  single  instance,  of  no 
great  importance,  the  text  in  the  State  Papers  was  preferred  to  the  copy 
of  Dr.  Fay,  for  reasons  which  will  be  given  hereaft^. 

In  further  proof  of  the  supposed  dishonest  purposes  of  the  Editors  of 
the  Society's  publication,  Mr.  Dawson  insists  that  they  have  made  two 
men  represent  one  town  in  the  convention,  when  in  reality  they  were  the 
representatives  of  two — each  of  a  separate  town.  This  grave  charge  is 
introduced  as  follows  : 

"  8. — ^In  the  Westminster  Convention  of  January  15, 1777,  this  version 
of  the  Minutes  of  that  body  would  have  us  believe  that "  Lt.  Leonard 
Spaulding  "  and  "  Lt.  Dennis  Lockland  "  jointly  represented  *'  Dumraers- 
ton,"  and  that  the  town  of  "Putney"  was  not  represented  in  that  Con- 
vention, by  any  one  :  the  fact  is,  that  "  Dummcrston"  had  only  one  Dele- 
gate— "Lieut  Leonard  Spalding" — ;  that  " Putney"  w?as  represented  in 
the  Convention  ;  and  that  "  Lieut  Dennis  Lockland  "  was  her  Delegate, 
instead  of  Dummerston's." 

We  are  very  glad  Putney  as  well  as  Dummerston  was  represented  in 
this  convention.  It  adds  to  its  importance  by  showing  that  a  larger 
number  of  towns  participated  in  making  the  declaration  of  independence 
than  had  been  supposed.  Thanks  to  the  critic  for  furnishing  the  "  Ver- 
montese"  with  this  "  new  weapon  for  their  use  in  the  contest  Yni\\  the 
phantoms  from  New  York."  The  error  in  the  publication  was  copied 
from  Slade's  State  Papers,  where  we  suppose  it  must  have  been  innocently 
made,  by  either  the  copyist  or  the  printer.  Lest  Mr.  Dawson's  authority 
be  doubted,  we  add  that  in  this  case  he  has  stated  the  fact.  The  Ver- 
mont Almanac  and  Register  for  1795,  printed  at  Windsor  by  Alden 
Spooner,  confirms  Mr.  Dawson's  statement. 

Specification  No.  9  charges  that  Joseph  Williams  and  not  "  Josiah  " 
Williams  represented  Pownal  in  this  convention,  which  is  doubtless  true, 
as  we  find  the  name  given  as  Major  Joseph  Williams  by  both  Slade  and 
Spooner.  "  Josiah "  was  a  wrong  reading  of  the  manuscript  copy,  not 
chargeable  to  the  Editors. 

Mr.  Dawson's  next  Specification  is  as  follows  : 

"10. — The  re-constructed  Minutes  of  the  same  Convention  present  a 
formal  introduction  of  seven  lines,  to  the  Report  on  what  is,  in  lact,  Ver- 
mont's Declaration  of  Independence — certainly,  as  far  as  Vermont  is  con- 
cerned, an  instrument  of  the  first  importance,  as  material  for  history — 
the  original  Minutes  of  the  Convention  itself,  which  constitute  the  origi- 
nal record  of  the  paper,  presented  no  such  introductory  matter,  nor  any 
other — our  friends  of  the  Committee  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." 

It  was  stated  by  the  Committee  at  the  commencement  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  convention  of  January  1777,  at  page  37,  that  the  part  of  the 
journal,  which  is  here  complained  of,  was  copied  from  Slade's  State  Pa- 
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pers,  and  if  Mr.  Dawson  looked  into  the  declaration  of  independence  as 
printed  in  that  volume,  he  must  have  found  those  seven  lines  precisely 
as  in  the  Society's  publication.  He  was  not  a  stranger  to  Mr.  Slade's 
work.  In  his  subsequent  specification,  No.  12,  he  speaks  of  Mr.  Blade's 
'*  well  known  Vermont  State  Papers,"  and  proceeds  at  once  to  make  an 
important  quotation  from  that  work.  The  first  six  lines  of  the  quotation 
are  from  the  same  page  (69)  on  which  the  above  "formal  introduction"  com- 
plained of  is  printed.  "We  are,  therefore,  justified  in  assuming  that  Mr. 
Dawson  did  know,  very  well  knew,  that  his  proscribed  introductory  mat- 
ter had  been  in  print  in  that  "  well  known"  work  for  nearly  fifty  years. 
But  with  this  knowledge  he  chose  to  treat  the  origin  of  those  seven  lines 
as  a  mystery,  and  to  speak  of  them  as  if  his  "  friends  of  the  committee  " 
had  surreptitiously  foisted  them,  for  some  sinister  piu^se,  into  ^leir  vol- 
ume. He  asserts  positively,  that  "  the  original  minutes  of  the  conven- 
tion presented  no  such  introductory  matter.  "  We  deny  his  authority 
thus  to  speak.  We  deny  that  he  has  in  his  possession  the  original  min- 
utes of  this  convention,  and  therefore  controvert  his  assertion  that  the  in- 
troductory matter  was  not  in  the  original  minutes.  We  confidently 
believe  it  was  there,  and  shall  continue  in  that  belief  until  Mr.  Dawson 
proves  the  contrary  by  the  proiluction  of  the  original  minutes. 

We  suppose  the  manuscript,  which  Mr.  Dawson  calls  the  original  min- 
utes, is  the  book  of  Dr.  Fay  which  was  seen  and  copied  by  Judge  Phelps 
as  before  stated.  Of  this  convention  of  January  1777,  Ira  Allen  and  not 
Dr.  Fay  was  the  Clerk,  and  at  the  end  of  its  proceedings  in  Dr.  Fay's 
book,  as  copied  by  Jj^dge  Phelps  and  printed  in  the  Society's  volume, 
page  42,  it  is  certified,  not  as  the  original  minutes,  but  as  "  A  true  copy 
frt)m  the  original." 

The  introductory  matter  complained  of  is  in  the  following  words  : 

"  To  the  honorable  convention  of  representatives  from  the  several  towns  on 
the  west  and  east  side  of  the  range  of  Qreen  Mountains^  within  the  New- 
Hampshire  Chrants,  in  convention  assembled: 

Your  conmiittee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  form  of  a  declaration  set- 
ting forth  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  New  Hampshire  Grants 
have,  to  form  themselves  into  a  separate  and  independent  state,  or  gov- 
ernment, beg  leave  to  report,  viz. , 

That  these  introductory  words  were  in  the  report  as  originally  made  to 
the  convention  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt,  and  we  think  as  little 
that  they  would  be  copied  into  the  journal,  as  was  the  introductory  mat- 
ter to  the  report  of  another  committee  on  the  next  page  of  the  journal. 
This  "  formal  introduction"  is  found  in  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  pub- 
lished as  long  ago  as  1823.  It  seems  much  more  likely  that  they  were 
omitted  by  Dr.  Fay  in  his  copy  from  Ira  Allen's  minutes,  either  by  ac- 
cident or  from  the  belief  that  they  might  be  properly  left  out,  than  that 
any  one  had  undertaken  to  prepare  them  without  authority  to  be  inser- 
ted in  Mr.  Slade's  publication.  They  were,  indeed,  merely  formal,  and 
8* 
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do  not  alter  the  meaning  of  the  proceedings  in  any  degree  whatev- 
er, and  why  Mr.  Dawson,  even  if  he  had  been  ignorant  of  their  an- 
tiquity, should  undertake  to  magnify  their  insertion  in  the  Society's  vol- 
ume into  an  offence  against  historical  integrity,  is  a  question  which  he 
alone  can  solve. 

The  next  Charge  of  Reconstructton  is  as  follows  : 

11. — "In  the  same  important  instrument,  as  originally  recorded,  a 
most  important  extract  from  the  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
certified  by  the  Secretary  of  that  Congress,  was  introduced,  as  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Convention's  proposed  action  on  that*  subject ;  in  the  re- 
constructed Minutes,  the  record  of  that  resolution  is  changed  in  its  terms, 
and  the  verification  of  the  Secretary  is  altogether  omitted — a  curious 
and  significant  coincidence. " 

The  part  of  the  Society's  work,  here  complained  of,  is  copied  literally 
from  Slade's  State  Papers  without  diminution  or  addition,  as  Mr.  Dawson 
well  knew,  and  if  it  contains  evidences  of  "  reconstruction, "  he  also 
knew  they  were  of  too  great  antiquity  to  be  chargeable  to  the  committee 
of  publication.  The  "  important  extract  from  the  Journals  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  "  is  the  resolution  of  that  body  of  May  16, 1776,  which 
is  copied  from  Slade  in  the  following  wor|Js  : 

Besolvedj  That  it  be  recommended  to  tbe  respective  assemblies  and 
conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  where  no  government  sufficient  to 
the  exigencies  of  their  afiairs,  has  been  heretofore  established,  to  adopt 
such  government  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the 
peojjle,  best  conduce  to  tjie  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constituents  in 
particular,  and  of  America  in  general." 

Mr.  Dawson's  charge  is  quite  indefinite,  but  on  thorough  examination 
we  are  satisfied  it  can  be  no  other  than  the  discovery  by  him,  after  dili- 
gent search,  that  the  word  heretofore  which  precedes  the  word  established, 
in  the  resolution,  and  which  is  thus  copied  from  Slade,  is  printed  hitherto 
in  the  Journal  of  Congress.  We  are  unable  to  find  any  other  change  in 
the  terms  of  the  resolutiooL  To  be  sure  this  does  not  make  the  slightest 
change  in  the  meaning  of  the  resolution,  the  governments  which  had 
been  ^'heretofore  established"  being  those  and  those  only  which  had  been 
^^Mtherto  established."  But  Mr.  Dawson  considers  this  altogether  harm- 
less change  made  in  print  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  which  there  could  never 
have  been  any  motive  for  making,  and  which  could  not  have  been  other- 
wise than  accidental,  as  of  sufficient  importance  to  sustain  a  charge  of  a 
dishonest  purpose  in  "  his  friends  of  the  committee.  "  The  committee 
he  would  insinuate  wickedly  changed  the  terms  of  the  resolution  by  sub- 
stituting the  word  hereof  ore  for  hitherto^  and  then  to  soften  their  condem- 
nation if  detected,  suppressed  the  Secretary's  verification  of  the  resolu- 
tion, which  is  in  Slade  (77,)  but  not  in  the  report  quoted  from  Slade  (69). 
These  two  acts,  we  siqppose,  constitute  the  pith  and  point,  if  there  be  any, 
of  the  "  curious  and  significant  coincidence  "  with  which  his  charge  con- 
cludes ;  and  all  this,  when  Mr.  Dawson  had  frill  knowledge  that  the  com- 
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mittee  had  nothing  to  do  in  originating  the  changei>l  of  which  he 
complains.  He  must  have  been  extremely  anxious  to  discover  an  oc- 
casion for  fault  finding,  or  he  could  never  have  resorted  to  so  flimsy  a 
pretense  for  it. 

Chakge  No.  12. — ^Mr.  Dawson  in  his  specification  No.  12  makes  a 
quotation  of  some  length  firom  the  declaration  of  independence  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants,  as  printed  in  Mr.  Slade's  work,  which  he  styles 
Mr.  Slade's  "  well  known  Vermont  State  Papers,"  to  show  that  the  new 
State  was  therein  called  "  New  Connecticut  alias  Vermont, "  and  he  also 
refers  to  the  beforementioned  manuscript  fix>m  which  Judge  Phelps  cop- 
ied as  containing  the  same  two  names,  in  which  he  is  doubtless  correct 
In  the  copy  in  the  Society's  volume  the  words  "  alias  Vermont "  were 
omitted  land  in  their  place  were  inserted  two  brackets,  and  between  them 
was  a  sufficient  space  to  contain  the  words,  with  a  reference  to  a  foot 
note,  thus — [  *  ] — ^which  note  was  as  follows  : 

"  Here  in  the  copy  in  Slade's  State  Papers  the  words  alias  Vermont  are 
inserted  ;  but  that  they  could  not  have  been  in  the  original  declaration 
appears  from  the  subsequent  use  of  the  name  New  Connecticut  ^one, 
and  from  the  proceedings  in  the  convention  of  the  4th  of  June  following, 
where  the  name  was  changed  to  Vermont.  J.  Alienee  Vt,  p.  79,  and 
H.  HalTs  VU,  p.  239,  297." 

Mr.  Dawson  discovers,  in  this  suggestion^pf  error  in  the  two  copies  of 
the  declaration,  a  very  great  outrage.  He  says  that  both  the  before  men- 
tioned copies — from  Slade  and  Phelps — were  "before  the  committee 
when  it  issued  this  reconstructed  record  ;  and  we  confess,"  he  says,  "we 
are  not  acquainted  with  the  principle  which  warranted  the  committee,  in 
the  face  of  the  two  distinct  copies  of  the  original,  to  not  only  omit  from 
its  version  of  the  Minutes  the  words  "  alias  Vermont,'*^  but  to  discredit 
the  fidelity  of  the  only  text  which  it  employed,  by  doubting  the  exis- 
tence of  the  words  elsewhere, "  and  he  concludes  his  condemnation  of 
this  act  of  the  committee,  with  the  sad  reflection  that  "  Such  is  Vermont 
history,  as  written  hy  Vermont  historians. "  There  was  certainly  no  at- 
tempt of  the  committee  in  this  case  to  practice  a  deception  in  regard  to 
the  name,  and  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  credit  to  which  their  sug- 
gestion— that  the  alias  Vermont  was  not  in  the  original  declaration  — 
is  entitled,  it  is  presumed  there  are  few  persons  besides  Mr.  Dawson  who 
will  be  disposed  to  treat  it  as  fbmishing  ground  for  any  special  stigma 
upon  Vermont  or  Vermont  historians. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  give,  as  briefly  as  we  can,  some  reasons  for  the 
belief  that  the  words  alias  Vermont  were  not  in  the  original  declaration. 
In  the  language  found  in  the  Vermont  State  Papers  and  quoted  by  Mr. 
Dawson,  the  territory  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  "  is  hereby  declared 
forever  hereafter  to  be  considered  as  a  separate,  free,  and  independent 
jurisdiction  or  state  ;  by  the  name,  and  forever  hereafter  to  be  called, 
known  and  distinguished  hy  the  na,me  of  New  Connecticut,  alias  Vermont.^ 
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The  idea  that  the  convention  should  solemnly  resolve  and  enter  on  their 
record  of  the  formation  of  a  new  state  for  all  time,  that  it  should  forever 
thereafter  have  and  be  called  by  two  names,  or  by  either  of  two,  as  any 
and  every  person  pleased,  is,  certainly,  in  a  very  high  degree  improbable. 
We  suppose  it  more  probable  that  the  first  name  of  the  state  was  New 
Connecticut  only,  and  that  after  the  name  had  been  changed  to  Yermont, 
the  words  alias  Vermont  were  added  by  way  of  explanation  that  New 
Connecticut  had  become  Vermont,  and  without  the  expectation  that  the* 
added  words  would  be  treated  as  part  of  the  original  record.  That 
the  "  alias  Vermont "  could  not  have  been  in  the  original  declaration 
seems  to  be  very  clearly  indicated  by  the  evidence  referred  to  in  the  fore- 
going note,  which  we  will  now  introduce  : 

1. — The  declaration  was  adopted  by  the  10th  vote  of  the  convention, 
after  which  New  Connecticut  is  twice  given  in  the  Journal  as  t^e  name 
of  the  State,  and  no  further  mention  is  made  of  Vermont, — thus  : 

"  12th.  Voted,  That  the  Declaration  of  New  Connecticut  be  inserted  in 
the  newspapers. 

13th.  Voted,  That  Captain  Heman  Allen,  Col.  Thomas  Chandler,  and 
Nathan  Clark,  Esq.,  be  a  committee  to  prepare  the  Declaration  for  the 
Press  as  soon  as  may  be. 

14th.  Voted,  That  Doct.  Jonas  Fay,  Col.  Thomas  Chittenden,  Doct. 
Reuben  Jones,  Col.  Jacob  Bailey  and  Capt.  Heman  Allen  be  the  Dele- 
gates to  carry  the  Remonstrance  and  Petition  to  the  Hon.  Continental 
Congress  and  further  to  negotiate  business  in  behalf  of  New  Connecti- 
cut.^^—Vt  Hist.  Coll€ctio7is,Vol  1,  p.  41. 

2. — The  revised  declaration,  as  prepared  for  the  Press  in  pursuance  of 
the  13th  vote  of  the  convention,  was  published  in  thcConnecticut  Cour- 
ant  for  March  17,  1777,  which  revised  declaration  concludes  in  these 
words,  "  The  said  State  hereafter  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  New  Con- 
necticut^^— Ibid,  p.  47. 

3. — The  January  convention  of  1777  adjourned  to  meet  at  Windsor  the 
4th  day  of  the  following  June.  The  proceedings  of  this  convention  com- 
mence as  follows : 

"  New  Hampshiee  Geants  (alias) ) 

New  Connecticut.  >  Windsor,  June  4, 1777. 

Convention  opened  according  to  adjournment,  &c." — Ibid,  p.  48.) 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Journal  of  the  further  proceedings 
of  this  convention ;  which  were  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  name  Vermont  could  have  been  in  any  way  used  at  its  pre- 
vious meeting. 

"  State  of  Vermont,  > 

In  General  Convention,  Windsor,  June  4, 1777.  > 

Whereas  this  convention  did  at  their  session  in  Westminster,  the  15th 
day  of  January  last,  among  othfer  things  declare  the  district  of  land  com- 
monly called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  to 
be  "  a  free  and  independent  state  capable  ofl^regulatiug  their  own  inter- 
nal police  in  all  and  every  respect  whatsoever,  and  that  it  should  thereaf- 
ter be  knovm  by  the  name  of  New  Connecticut.        ♦       *        »        «        * 
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*  *  and  Wherea^^  this  convention  have  been  informed  that  a  dis- 
trict of  land  lying  on  the  Susquehanna  river,  has  been  heretofore  and  is 
no  known  by  the  name  of  New  Connecticut,  which  was  unknown  to 
them  until  sometime  since  the  declaration  at  Westminister  aforesaid ; 
and  as  it  would  be  inconvenient  in  many  respects  for  two  separate  dis- 
tricts on  this  continent  to  have  the  same  name  : 

Besolved,  Hierefore,  unanimously,  that  the  said  district  described  in 
the  preamble  to  the  declaration  at  Westminster,  aforesaid,  shall  now 
hereafter  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Vermont." — Tbid^  p.  50. 

Afterwards  at  the  same  convention  the  question  was  proposed  whether 
the  members  would  proceed  to  business  on  the  former  declaration  at 
Westminster, "  with  this  alteration  only,  that  instead  of  New  Connecticut 
the  said  district  should  ever  he  knovm  hy  the  name  of  Vermont^ "  and  it  was 
voted  by  the  71  members  present  in  the  aflfirmative. — Ihid^  p.  51. 

The  official  proceedings  of  these  two  conventions,  of  January  and  June 
1777,  seem  conclusively  to  show  that  the  first  name  given  to  the  state 
must  have  been  Neic  Connecticut  only,  and  that  afterwards  the  name  Ver- 
mont was  substituted  for  it. 

4. — Further,  Ira  Allen,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  was  clerk  of  the  January 
Convention  at  which  this  declaration  of  independence  was  made,  gives 
in  his  History  of  Vermont  the  substance  of  it  in  nearly  the  same  lan- 
guage as  it  is  in  Slade^s  State  Papers,  in  which  it  is  declared  that  the 
state  is  "  to  be  forever  hereafter  called,  known  and  distinguished  by  the 
name  of  New  Connecticut, "  without  any  mention  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Al- 
len also  afterwards  says  that  the  name  Vermont  was  given  to  the  state 
by  Dr.  Thomas  Young  of  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  delegates  of  the  Jan- 
uary convention,  who  had  been  appointed  to  present  their  declaration  to 
the  Continental  Congress, — "Fay,  Chittenden,  Allen  and  Jones, — re- 
turned from  Congress,  without  the  decision  of  that  body  on  their  petition 
in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  and  brought  with  them  Dr.  Young's  letter 
printed  and  published  at  Philadelphia,  addressed  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Vermont."— ^Ken'8  F«.,  79, 86,  and  Vt.  HisL  Collections,  Vol.  1,  375,  379. 

The  true  history  of  the  change  of  name  is  doubtless  the  following  : 
When  the  delegates  arrived  at  Philadelphia  they  learned  that  the  name 
New  Connecticut  had  already  been  appropriated  for  another  territory, 
and  saw  the  necessity  of  changing  it.  On  consultation  with  Br.  Young 
they  approved  of  his  recommendation  of  the  name  Vermont,  and  agreed 
to  favor  its  adoption.  In  their  petition  to  Congress,  which  was  presented 
the  8th  of  April  1777,  they  did  not,  therefore,  mention  any  name  for  their 
new  state.  Doct.  Young's  letter,  with  which  they  returned  to  Vermont, 
bore  date  the  11th  of  April  1777.  All  the  delegates  were  members  of 
the  following  June  convention,  and  participated  in  making  the  change 
of  the  name  of  the  state  from  New  Connecticut  to  Vermont  agreeably 
to  their  previous  understanding  with  Dr.  Young. 

We  have  perhaps  occupied  more  space  in  the  consideration  of  this 
question  than  it  deserved.    It  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  old 
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controversy  between  New  York  and  Vermont,  for  as  regarded  that,  the 
name  assumed  by  the  new  state  was  quite  immaterial.  "We  are  unable  to 
account  for  Mr.  Dawson's  hot  indignation  at  the  innocent  suggestion  of 
the  committee  of  publication  in  this  matter,  but  upon  the  supposition  — 
which  indeed  derives  support  from  what  he  has  long  been  attempting — 
that  he  considers  himself  engaged  in  a  mission  to  discredit  and  condemn 
all  Vermont  history  whatever. 

We  trust  sufficient  evidence  has  beenadduced  to  show  that  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  first  name  of  the  new  state  was  New  Connecticut,  without 
an  aZiod,  was  not  rashly  and  inconsiderately  made. 

Mr.  Dawson's  13th  CoMPLArNT  is  as  follows  : 

^'  13. — ^The  latter  part  of  the  Report  or  Declaration  of  Vermont's-  In- 
dependence, is  so  perfectly  muddled  —  there  are  not  less  than  five  seri- 
ous errors,  affecting  the  sense,  within  the  last  six  lines  —  that  no  one 
except  an  expert  in  Vermont  history,  can  possibly  understand  it,  accu- 
rately." 

The  language  in  the  Society's  Volume  is  the  same  as  in  Slade's  State 
Papers,  and  as  we  are  unable  to  discover  the  "  five  serious  errors  "  spoken 
of,  we  pass  over  this  specification  without  further  notice. 

The  final  crushing  Chakge  of  Reconsteuction  is  as  follows  : 

"  14. — Messrs.  John  Sessions  and  Simeon  Stephens  were  the  two  Rep- 
resentatives from  Cumberland  County,  in  the  convention  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  whom  the  insurgents  in  Vermont  directed  to  withdraw  from 
that  body  ;  Messrs.  John  Sessions  and  Simon  Stephens,  are  said  in  this 
reconstructed  record,  to  have  thus  officiated  as  such  Representatives,  in 
the  Legislature  of  New  York,  of  which  State  Vermont  was  then  a  part" 

We  take  issue  with  Mr.  Dawson  and  say,  that  Simeon  Stephens  was  not 
a  member  of  the  New  York  Convention,  as  asserted  by  him,  but  that  Si- 
m^)  I  Stephens  (or  rather  Simon  Stevens,  as  the  latter  name  was  usually 
spelled,)  was.  And  for  proof  we  refer  him  to  volume  1,  page  515,  of  the 
Journal  of  the  New  York  Convention  published  at  Albany  in  1842,  where 
in  the  Journal  for  July  9, 1776,  he  will  find  the  following  entries,  viz. : 

"  The  Deputies  from  Cumberland  county  attending,  produced  a  certifi- 
cate, signed  by  James  ClaVj^  chairman  of  the  county  committee,  and  dat- 
ed at  Westminster  the  28th  of  June  last ;  whereby  it  appears  that  Colo. 
Joseph  Marsh,  Simon  Stevens  and  John  Sessions,  have  been  dul^  elec- 
ted to  represent  said  County  in  this  Congress,  and  invested  with  full 
powers  of  legislation,  &c. 

Ordered^  That  the  Deputies  from  Cumberland  county  take  their 
seats. " 

It  appears  also  from  B.  H.  Hall's  History  of  Eastern  Vermont,  pages 
258, 263  and  787,  that  Simon  and  not  Simeon  Stevens  was  the  delegate  to 
the  New  York  convention,  whom  the  Vermont  convention  of  January 
1777  "directed  to  withdraw  from  that  body.  "  B.  H.  Hall  gave  many  par- 
ticulars in  the  life  of  Simon  Stevens,  and  among  them  his  residence  in 
Springfield.     Simon  Stevens  represented  Springfield  in  the  Vermont 
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State  Convention  of  January  1791,  which  adopted  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  delegates  signed  the  resolution  of  adoption,  and 
the  original  paper,  icith  the  autog^raph  of  Simon  Stevens,  is  in  the  possession 
of  one  of  the  "  Editors  "  of  the  Society's  publication.  So  much  for  the 
overweening  confidence  of  Mr.  Dawson  in  Simeon  Stephens,  and  in  his 
own  infallibility. 

We  have  now  gone  through  with  the  examination  of  all  the  evidence 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Dawson  to  fasten  upon  the  Vermont  Historical 
Society  the  charge  of  undertaking  to  impose  upon  the  public  a  false  and 
fraudulent  account  of  the  early  proceedings  of  the  people  of  their  state, 
in  order,  as  he  would  have  his  readers  believe,  that  their  conduct  towards 
tiie  government  of  New  York,  in  their  ancient  controversy,  might  ap- 
pear in  a  more  favorable  light  llian  the  facts  as  they  really  existed  would 
warrant  We  have  seen  that  he  has  utterly  failed  to  adduce  a  particle  of 
proof  to  sustain  the  charge  ;  that  the  most  important  of  the  changes  al- 
leged by  him  to  have  been  made  from  what  he  calls  "  the  original  record," 
have  no  existence  in  point  of  fact,  and  that  the  residue  are  so  trtfling 
and  insignificant  as  to  preclude  any  supposition  that  they  could  have 
been  made  for  any  sinister  purpose  whatever,  consisting  of  such  changes 
as  the  substitution  of  one  vowel  for  another  in  the  spelling  of  the  first 
or  second  name  of  some  unknown  person  ;  by  the  use  of  one  figure  for 
another  in  a  date  of  the  month,  or  the  omission  or  the  insertion  of  an 
unimportant  or  synonimous  word,  which  makes  no  alteration  in  the 
meaning  —  all  of  which  changes  any  unprejudiced  reader,  if  he  noticed 
them,  would  at  once  have  set  down  as  accidental  errors  of  the  copyist 
or  of  the  type — such  errors  indeed  as  an  industrious  critic  might  find 
in  ihe  most  carefUlly  prepared  work  —  such  as  are,  in  feet,  found  in  Mr. 
Dawson's  own  criticism  quite  as  frequently  as  in  the  pages  of  the  Socie- 
ty's publication  which  he  condemns. 

The  hostile  temper  of  Mr.  Dawson  towards  "  the  Yermontese,"  and 
his  predetermination  to  find  something  to  complain  of  against  them,  are 
as  clearly  exhibited  in  the  language  of  his  criticism,  as  its  destitution  of 
facts  to  sustain  it  is  shown  to  have  been.  The  standing  program  of  his 
Magazine,  which  is  printed  on  its  covers,  states  that  it  will  contain, 
among  other  things,  "  Carefully  prepared  and  impartial  notices  of  Neay 
Books  and  Engravings,  especially  those  relating  to  the  History,  Antiqui- 
ties or  Biography,  of  America."  If  his  present  article  on  the  volume 
of  the  Vermont  Historical  Collections  is  to  be  taken  as  a  fair  specimen 
of  his  "  carefully  prepared  and  impartial  notices  of  new  books, "  the  aid 
to  be  expected  from  this  department  of  his  Magazine  in  the  elucidation 
of  American  history  cannot  be  very  great. 

After  the  fUll  exposure  which  has  been  made  of  the  fallacy  of  Mr  Daw- 
son's criticism,  it  may  be  pleasant  to  read  his  concluding  tirade  against 
Vermont  history  and  Vermont  historians.    It  is  as  follows  : 
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"  There  are  many  other  errors  which  we  have  not  space  enough  to  al- 
lude to  ;  but  we  have  said  enough  to  show  how  entirely  useless  this  por- 
tion of  the  volume  is,  as  an  authority  in  historical  inquuy.  It  may  serve 
the  puq)ose  for  which  it  was  probably  intended  amon^  those  who  read 
the  history  of  Vermont  from  the  Vermontese  stand-point ;  but  to  those 
who  read  history  for  tlie  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  the  truth  is  con- 
cerning those,  within  the  recognized  territory  of  New  York,  who  refused 
obedience  to  the  laws  and  public  officers  of  the  state  of  which  they 
openly  professed  to  be  citizens  —  of  those  in  fact,  who  led  all  others  in 
the  grave  offence  of  secession  from  a  recognized  government,  exercising 
legal  and  publicly-recognized  authority  over  them,  some  other  authority 
will  be  requisite.  These,  probably,  will  not  be  contented  with  either 
Vermont  history  or  Vermont  historians,  as  the  former  is  now  written, 
and  as  the  latter  now  write.  " 

This  is  not  a  proper  occasion  for  discussing  with  Mr.  Dawson  the  mer- 
its of  the  old  controversy  between  Vermont  and  New  York,  which  en- 
ded in  the  acknowledgement  of  the  independence  of  the  former  by  the 
latter.  Mr.  Dawson,  as  often  as  he  has  taken  occasion  to  assail  Vetmont- 
ers  and  Vermont  history,  has  never  got  beyond  the  argument  that  is 
stated  in  the  above  paragraph,  that  the  Vermonters  were  criminally 
wrong,  because  they  "  refused  obedience  to  the  laws  and  public  officers 
of  the  state  of  which  they  openly  professed  to  be  citizens.  "  It  does  not 
seem  ever  to  have  occurred  to  him  that  there  might  be  an  important 
question  beyond  that^  viz. :  Whether  the  actual  and  threatened  oppressions 
of  th^New  York  government  were  not  such  as  to  justify  their  disobedience  f 
He  does  not  appear  to  see  that  this  question  arises  in  the  case  of  New 
York  against  Vermont  precisely  as  it  did  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies,  and  that  Vermonters  did  not,  as  he  states,  take  the  lead  of  "  all 
others  in  the  grave  offence  of  secession  from  a  recognized  government, 
exercising  legal  and  publicly-recognized  authority  over  them,"  but  only 
followed  the  example  and  lead  of  the  American  colonies  in  their  seces- 
sion from  Great  Britain, — the  secession  of  the  colonies  having  taken  place 
July  4,  1776,  while  that  of  Vermont  did  not  occur  until  the  following 
January.  In  this  and  such  like  condemnation  of  the  Vermonters,  he 
merely  repeats  the  argument  of  the  old  English  Tories  against  the 
colonists,  who  equally  with  the  Vermonters  had  reiused  obedience 
to  the  laws  of  a  "  recognized  government "  to  which  they  acknowledged 
themselves  to  be  legally  subjected.  If  Mr.  Dawson  should  ever  get  be- 
yond the  point  of  calling  the  Vermonters  hard  names,  and  should  un- 
dertake to  show  that  the  conduct  of  the  New  York  government,  in 
endeavoring  to  deprive  the  Vermont  settlers  of  the  lands  they  had  hon- 
estly purchased  and  improved,  for  the  benefit  of  a  set  of  New  York  city 
speculators,  was  right  and  just,  and  ought  to  have  been  submitted  to,  we 
shall  be  glad  to  see  his  evidence  and  read  his  argument.  We  are  in- 
clined to  think  he  would  find  it  rather  an  ugly  business,  and  that  he  will 
not  venture  upon  it. 

We  are  well  aware  that  in  any  controversy  with  the  Editor  of  the  His- 
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torical  Magazine,  we  Vermonters  stand  on  greatly  unequal  terms.  His 
article  is  extensively  circulated  through  the  country,  while  this  refuta- 
tion of  it  will  be  seen  by  comparatively  few  persons.  His  hitherto  un- 
ceasing hostility  is  not  likely  to  be  conciliated  by  this  expose  of  the 
injustice  and  absurdity  of  his  attacks,  and  we  may  expect  a  continuance 
of  them,  with  perhaps  increased  violence.  We  shall  probably  be  con- 
tent to  rest  under  anyfUrther  imputations  he  may  cast  upon  us,  without 
reply.  His  seemingly  uncontrollable  propensity  to  impugn  the  motives 
and  assail  the  integrity,  as  well  as  to  misrepresent  the  conduct  and  ar- 
guments of  those  who  fail  to  concur  in  his  opinions  and  share  his  antip- 
athies, cannot  but  be  well  known  to  his  readers,  and  we  confidently  trust 
they  will  be  prepared  to  make  due  allowance  for  this  unhappy  weakness 
of  his,  and  will  estimate  what  he  may  say  at  just  about  its  actual  value. 


Ri£D£S£L. — Almost  uniformly  this  name  has  been  printed  in  both 
volumes — ^  Reidesel " — erroneously. 

Yoii.  I.,  xviii. — ^The  officers  were  elected  in  October,  1869  ;  and  by 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly,  Nov.  9,  1869,  the  Secretary  of  State, 
George  Nichols  of  Northfield — the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  Duoald 
Stewabt  of  Middlebury— and  the  State  Librarian,  Charles  Reed  of 
Montpelier,  were  made  ex  officio  Members  of  the  Society,  and  of  the* 
Board  of  Curators  thereof.  Pursuant  to  this  act,  the  ex  officio  Mem- 
bers and  Curators,  for  the  term  from  October  1870  to  October  1872,  are 
George  Nichols  of  Northfield,  Whitman  G.  Ferrin  and  Charles 
Reed  of  Montpelier. 

YOL.  I.,  10.— The  word  "prosecute,"  line  one,  should  probably  be  pro- 
ceed. 

YOL.  I.,  11.— Article  third  of  Warrant— see  Yol.  n.,  x. 

YoL.  I.,  37. — ^In  the  list  of  Members  of  the  Westminster  Convention 
Lieut  Leonard  Spaulding  should  have  been  printed  as  sole  Member  for 
Dummerston,  and  Lieut.  Dennis  Lockland  as  Member  for  Putney.  In 
the  same  Convention,  M%jor  Joseph  Williams,  and  not  "  Josiah, "  was 
member  for  Pownal.— Yol.  i.,  38.    See  Yol.  n.,  xvi. 

Yol.  I.,  40.— The  reference,  note  1,  should  be  to  H.  Hall's  Early  His- 
tory of  Vermont,  239, 497. 

Yol.  i.y  74.— Yerse  22  of  the  31st  chapter  of  Job  is  evidently  omitted, 
and  the  word  "  lift  "  in  v.  21  should  be  UfteoU  The  discourse  was  extem- 
poraneous, and  the  copy  for  the  printer  originally  was  by  the  author  con- 
fessed to  be  "  hurried  mto  the  world,"  and  "  undigested." 

Yol.  I.,  113. — ^The  title  page  there  inserted  was  either  from  an  edition 
subsequent  to  the  first,  or  supplied  by  conjecture  to  an  imperfect  copy. 
By  another  favor  of  Hon.  James  H,  Phelps  of  West  Townshena,  a 
true  copy  has  been  ftimished.  The  reader  will  observe  that  the  title  was 
really  an  introduction  to  and  explanation  df  the  purpose  of  the  phamph- 
let.    The  true  title  was  as  follows  : 

♦4 
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SOME 

MISCELLANEOUS  REMARKS, 

AND 

SHORT  ARGUMENTS, 

O  N    A 

SMALL    PAMPHLET, 

Dated    in    the    Convention    of   the    Representatives  of  the 

State  of  New-York,  October  2,  1776,  and  sent  from  said 

Convention    to    the    County    of   Cumberland, 

AND 

Some  REASONS  given,  why  the  District  of  the  New-Hampihirt 
(h-anta  had  best  be  a  State. 


By    IRA    ALLEN. 


HA^  TF'OliD. 

Printed    by    EBENEZER    VaTSON,    near    the 

Great  Bridge. 

J 

M.I>CCLXXVn. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Additions  and  Corrections  to  Vols.  L  and  H,         xxvii 

Vol.  n.,  14.— The  extract  from  the  London  Courant  of  April  23,  1782, 
referred  to  in  the  text,  is  the  same  as  the  extract  from  a  letter  dated  Jan. 
5, 1782,  and  transmitted  to  the  New  York  Assembly  by  Gov.  Clinton. 
It  will  be  found  on  pages  257-258  of  this  volume. 

Vol.  I.,  412-413,  and  Vol.  n.,  94,  97.— Henry  B.  Dawson's  Histoncal 
*  Magazine,  for  Jan.  1871,  contains  a  copy  of  the  record  of  the  Charlestown 
Convention  of  January  1781,  which  was  fiirnished  by  Captain  "W*.  F. 
Goodwin,  XJ.  S.  A.  It  shows  that  Luke  Kjnowlton  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Convention,  and  the  name  of  Stephen  R.  Bradley 
does  not  appear  in  it.  Knowlton  was  in  Philadelphia,  as  a^ent  of  the 
adherents  to  New  York  in  Windham  County,  in  September  1780,  when 
the  scheme  for  the  East  Union  was  devised.  Stephen  R.  Bradlet  and 
Ira  Allen  were  there  at  the  same  time.  Allen  alone  was  sent  by  the 
Governor  and  Council  to  the  Charlestown  Convention,  with  credentials 
as  delegate  from  the  town  of  Sunderland,  and  was  very  influential  in  it, 
thoughne  did  not  act  as  a  delegate.  It  is  pretty  certam,  therefore,  that 
Ira  Allen  and  Luke  Knowlton  were  the  originators  of  the  East 
Union  of  1781.  The  record  of  the  Charlestown  Convention  is  reserved 
for  Vol.  m.— See  Early  History,  312, 337-338. 

Vol.  I.,  394,  413.  Vol.  il,  56,  97-99.— The  "Mason  Grant"  or  "line," 
so  often  referred  to,  is  in  no  place  described  except  as  extending  sixty 
miles  from  the  seacoast.  Nov.  3, 1620,  King  James  granted  all  of  North 
America  between  the  fortieth  and  forty-eighth  degree  of  latitude^  and 
extending  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the  pacific,  to  the  Council  of  Ply- 
mouth, a  land  company  composed  principally  of  English  courtiers  and 
merchants.  This  Council  made  several  grants  to  Captain  John  Mason, 
and  to  him  in  company  with  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges :  1st,  Masonia, 
March  9, 1621,  between  Naumkeag  (or  Salem  river)  and  the  Merrimac, 
extending  to  the  head  of  the  latter  ;  2d,  Province  of  Maine,  Aug.  10, 
1622,  between  the  Merrimac  and  the  Sagadahoc  (Kennebec)  rivers,  run- 
ning sixty  miles  from  the  sea  coast ;  3d,  New  Hampshire,  Nov.  1, 
1629,  the  territory  between  the  Merrimac  and  the  Piscataqua  rivers, 
extending  to  the  head  of  the  first  and  sixty  miles  up  the  last  named 
river  ;  and  4th,  Laconla.,  Nov.  17, 1629^  which  seems  to  have  extended 
westward  from  the  then  granted  Provmce  of  Maine  to  the  centre  of 
Lake  Champlain — thus  embracing  about  two  thirds  of  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont,  and  also  Canada  to  the  north  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
None  of  these  grants  were  perfected,  however,  except  the  M,  New 
Hampshire,  and  it  is  to  this  that  all  the  references  are  made  in  these 
volumes.  This  territory  extended,  on  a  strict  construction,  to  the  pres- 
ent town  of  Franklin,  N.  H.,  and  embraced  the  counties  of  Rockingnam, 
Strafford,  Belknap,  and  parts  of  Hillsborough,  Merrimac,  and  Carroll. 
Hence  when  Vermont  claimed  jurisdiction  to  the  "Mason  line,"  the 
claim  covered  all  the  rest  (about  two  thirds)  of  New  Hampshire. — See 
Bancroft's  Hist  of  the  U,  8.,  vol.  i.,  272;  Provincial  Papers  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, vol.  I.,  6, 12,  38,  40;  and  New  Hampshire  Hist.  /Soc,  vol.  n.,  272. 

Voii.  n.,  5. — Note  4  is  inaccurate.  There  were  eleven  volumes  of  the 
"  Stevens  Papers^"  the  eleventh  being  an  index  to  the  preceding  ten. 
The  collection  consisted  of  public  documents,  letters,  &c.,  copied  from 
the  archives  of  neighboring  States  and  the  United  States,  and  from  the 
papers  of  leading  men  in  this  and  other  States,  ofiicial  and  private,  wher- 
ever they  could  be  found.  These  were  chronologically  arranged,  and 
covered  the  years  1775  to  1791,  both  included.  The  volumes  for  1775, 
1776  and  1777,  with  the  index  to  the  whole  ten,  are  still  in  the  possession 
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xpnii        Additions  and  Corrections  to  Vols.  I.  and  U. 

of  the  State,  but  the  remaining  seven  were  lost  in  1857.  Comous  notes 
and  abstracts  had  been  previously  taken,  however,  by  both  Benjamin 
H.  and  Hiland  Hall,  and  these  were  used  in  the  Eastern  Vermont  of  • 
the  former,  and  the  Early  History  of  the  latter  ;  so  that  in  fact  the  sub- 
stance of  tne  most  important  papers  has  been  preserved.  It  is  probable 
that  many  of  the  papers  may  be  recovered,  in  the  collection  of  the  late 
Peter  Force.  Esq.,  now  the  property  of  the  United  States.  The  v<^- 
umes  entitled  "  Stevens  Papers  "  were  so  ca  lied  to  distinguish  them 
fix)m  other  volumes  of  manuscripts  collected  by  the  late  Henry  Ste- 
vens, senior,  of  which  there  were  about  fifty  in  all,  and  among  them 
were  the  two  folio  volumes  of  the  "  Haldimand  Papers,"  now  first 
printed  by  the  Vermont  Historical  Society. 

Vol.  n.,  81. — ^The  word  "commissions"  (so  written  in  the  copy)  in  line 
four  of  Gen.  Bayley's  letter,  should  be  commissaries. 

Vol.  n.,  110. — ^The  word  "excluded"  in  line  five  is  printed  as  in  the 
copy.    It  should  be  extended. 

Vol.  n.,  p.  132.  and  note  4  ;  and  p.  195,  note  1.— -The  extract  on  p.  132 
is  from  a  journal  by  Doct.  George  Smith,  (variously  written  and  prmted. 
Smith,  Smyth,  and  Smythe.)  Though  he  was  one  of  Haldimand's  com- 
missioners in  the  negociation,  he  was  in  Albany  and  vicinity  from  the  20tii 
of  April  to  at  least  me  27th  of  M^  1781,  and  of  course  was  not  present  at 
the  interview  on  Isle  aux  Noix  May  8-25, 1781.  The  journal  quoted  was 
intended  for  Gen.  Haldiman^  but  it  was  intercepted  and  a  copy  sent  to 
Gen.  Washington  by  Gen.  Schuyler  in  a  letter  dated  May  27th  1781.  The 
note  on  p.  196  is  therefore  wrong.  Another  paper  from  Smith  was  in- 
tercepted at  the  same  time,  and  a  copy  of  it  has  this  endorsement :  "  A 
copy  of  a  letter  in  Doctor  Smyth's  handwriting,  supposed  to  Gen.  Haldi- 
mand. Intercepted  27th  of  May  1781. "  See  Stone's  Life  of  Joseph  Brant, 
vol.  n.,  153, 540-543.  Mr.  Stone  prefixed  "  8th  of  May'^'  as  the  date  of  the . 
last  two  lines  of  the  extract  on  page  132  of  this  volume. 

Vol.  n.,  133,  note  3.— For  "  Roger  Enos"  read  Qen.  James  Clinton. 

Vol.  n.,  165. — ^The  first  signature  to  the  letter  to  the  President  of  Con- 
gress should  be  Jonas  Fay  instead  of  "  Joseph  Fay."    See  page  138. 

Vol.  n.,  213,  note  2.— The  words— i8e€  Index  to  Stevens  Papers,  50— 
should  have  been  added. 

Vol.  n.,  243.— "Hinman  Swift"  probably  should  be  Col.  Heman  Stoift, 
of  Connecticut.  See  Becords  of  the  Bevolutionary  War,  by  W.  T.  R.  Saf- 
fell,  433. 

Vol.  n.,  253, 293. — ^The  letter  commenced  on  each  page  should  have  the 
H.  prefixed,  being  of  the  BLaldimand  Papers. 

Vol.  n.,  328. — ^In  the  committee  on  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  6th 
December  1782,  "Evans"  should  be  Enos  (Roger.) 

Vol.  n.,  429. — The  reference  in  blank  should  he— post,  448. 

Vol.  n.,  449.— The  suggestion  that  Mr.  St.  John's  signature  was  St 
John  de  Crevecoew  is  mam^stly  correct  The  General  Gazetteer  (by  Doct 
R.  Brooks,  revised  by  Rev.  Jedediah  Morse,  1816,)  locates  the  town  of 
Crevecoeur  in  France,  in  the  Department  of  the  Korth.  Mr.  St.  John 
was  fop  a  time  consul  ror  France  at  the  port  of  New  York. 

Vol.  n.,  465. — ^The  title  of  the  page  should  be  October  Session,  &c. 
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PREFATORY   NOTE. 


Two  manuscript  volumes  of  the  "  Stevens  Papers,"  entitled 
Haldimand,  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  at  Montpelier,  con- 
sist mainly  of  the  correspondence  and  memoranda  connected  with 
the  negotiations  between  Vermont  and  the  Governor  of  Canada, 
from  January  11, 1779,  to  March  25,  1783— the  letter  of  the 
last  date,  and  the  last  from  Gov.  Haldimand  to  Vermont,  being 
in  Williams's  History,  but  not  in  the  "  Stevens  Papers."  The 
"  Haldimand  Papers,"  so  called,  were  furnished  by  Henry  Ste- 
vens, Jr.,  for  his  father,  from  the  late  Jared  Sparks,  who  had 
them  copied  from  the  Papers  of  Lord  Dorchester,  in  the  Royal 
Institution  in  London.  The  Dorchester  Collection  itself,  says 
Mr.  Stevens,  was  at  that  time  very  imperfect.  Quite  recently 
The  Haldimand^  or  Canada  Papers,  have  b«en  discovered  —  all 
carefully  arranged  and  bound,  in  some  three  hundred  volumes. 
They  are  rich  in  historic  materials,  and  doubtless  contain  much 
that  Vermont  does  not  yet  possess  concerning  her  own  history.  It 
is  believed,  however,  from  a  comparison  with  the  account  of  the 
same  transactions  in  Williams's  History, — which  was  evidently 
made  from  papers  then  in  possession  of  Gov.  Chittenden,  Ira 
and  Ethan  Allen,  and  Joseph  Fay,  —  that  Vermont's  manuscript 
collection  of  The  Haldimand  Papers,  with  contemporaneous  docu- 
ments from  other  sources,  will  give  a  substantially  correct  and  sat- 
isfactory account  of  a  very  interesting  and  most  sharply  criticised 
episode  in  the  history  of  Vermont  as  an  independent  and  sover- 
eign State.  For  this  reason  the  Publishing  Committee  was  de- 
sirous of  giving  it  a  place  in  the  Historical  Collections  of  Vermont. 
Learning  that  Benjamin  H.  Hall,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  author  of  the 
History  of  Eastern  Vermonty  had  procured  copies  of  Z%«  Haldi- 
mand Papers,  he  was  informed  of  the  wish  of  the  Society  to  place 
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4  Prefatory  Note. 

them  among  their  collections,  and  invited  to  arrange  and  edit  them 
for  this  volume.  Mr.  Hall  declined  to  superintend  their  publica- 
tion, but  most  courteously  and  kindly  presented  the  committee  his 
manuscript  copies,  which,  verified  by  those  in  the  Secretary  of 
State's  office,  have  been  used  under  the  title  "Haldimand 
Papers,"  in  this  volume,  following  the  introduction.  The  Pub- 
lishing Committee  has  arranged  them  in  chronological  order,  and 
added  such  other  documents  and  notes  as  were  deemed  relevant. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  first  invitation  for  the  reconciliation  of  Vermont  with 
Great  BritaiA  was  made  March  30, 1780,  by  Beverly  Robinson, 
colonel  of  a  regiment  of  loyal  Americans  in  New  York  city,  to 
Ethan  Allen  ;  but  it  was  not  received  by  Allen  until  July  of  that 
year.'  Robinson  invited  proposals  *'  to  the  commander-in-chief,"  sir 
Henry  Clinton,  and  promised  to  lay  them  before  him.  February 
2,  1781,  Robinson  again  addressed  Allen,  asserting  that  he  wrote 
"  with  more  authority,"  and  "  could  obtain  the  terms  mentioned 
in  the  above  [first]  letter."'  It  is  certain  that  his  "  authority  " 
could  not  be  less  than  that  of  sir  Henry  Clinton.  Allen  returned 
no  answer  to  either  of  these  letters,  but  communicated  both  to 
Congress,  in  a  letter  dated  March  9,  1781.  The  first  letter  of 
Robinson  was  communicated,  immediately  after  its  reception,  to 
gov.  Chittenden  and  some  confidential  persons,  who  agreed  in 
opinion  that  it  was  not  best  to  return  any  answer ;  but  it  was 
agreed  that  the  governor  should  address  general  Haldimand, 
governor  and  commander  of  the  British  forces  in  Canada,  on  the 
subject  of  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  ;  which  was  ac- 
complished.3  Gov.  Chittenden  wrote  to  gen.  Haldimand  for 
this  purpose  in  July,  according  to  Williams,  [vol.  n,  206,]  but 
September  27,  1780,  according  to  a  manuscript  note  by  B.  H. 
Hall.-*     October  22, 1780,  gen.  Haldimand  replied,  expressing  an 


*  WiXlioms^s  Vermont,  second  edition,  Vol.  ii,  202.  In  Ethan  Allen 
Papers,  ms.,  375,  the  date  of  reception  is  August. 

« WilUams,  ii,  204. 

» Ira  Allen  in  Vt  Hist,  Col,  Vol.  i,  415. 

•B.  H.  Hall's  ms.  memoranda  firom  the  Stevens  Papers,  when  they 
were  in  the  possession  of  the  State.  Only  a  catalogue  of  the  Stevens 
ms.  volumes  after  1777  remains,  none  of  the  eight  volumes  of  Revolu- 
tionary Papers  having  been  found  since  the  destruction  of  the  state - 
house  by  fire  in  Janu^>ry  1857. 
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6  Introduction. 

unwillingness  to  comply  with  the  governor's  request  under  the 
circumstances,  but  wrote :  "  if  you  will  send  a  proper  person  with 
full  power  to  major  Carleton,  at  Crown  Point  or  St.  Johns,  to  con- 
fer upon  this  business,  I  shall  authorize  the  major  to  receive 
him."'  October  26,  1780,  having  received  gen.  Haldimand's 
letter  to  gov.  Chittenden,  major  Carleton  wrote  to  gen.  Ethan 
Allen  that  he  [Haldimand]  had  authorized  capt.  Sherwood  to 
treat  with  gov.  Chittenden  and  himself,  on  the  subject  of  an  exchange 
of  prisoners.^  October  29,  1780,  gen.  Ethan  Al^n  wrote  to 
maj.  Webster  that  he  had  "  received  a  flag  from  maj.  Carleton, 
commanding  the  British  troops  at  Crown  Point,  with  proposals 
from  gen.  Haldimand  for  settling  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoner s.'^^^  These  letters  were  all  laid  before  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Vermont,  October  31,  1780,  and  were  formally  ap- 
proved by  both  houses ;'  and  January  15,  1781,  gov.  Chittenden 
wrote  to  Gen.  Washington:  "  We  are  about  settling  a  cartel  for 
the  redemption  of  our  men  in  Canada  as  before  mentioned. "^^^ 
With  this  letter,  gov.  Chittenden  sent  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the 
governor  of  Rhode  Island,  dated  December  12,  1780,  in  which 
one  of  the  alternatives  in  the  then  prospective  condition  of  Ver- 
mont was :  "  Srdly,  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  making 
the  best  terms  with  the  British  that  may  be  in  their  power. 
Nearly  the  same  would  be  the  condition  of  either  of  the  United 
States  separately  considered  from  their  union,  as  they  would 
be  unable  to  withstand  the  British  power." 

The  immediate  results  were  a  truce,  which  covered  not  only 
Vermont  but  the  frontiers  of  New  York  to  Hudson  river ;  the 
disbanding  of  the  militia  of  Vermont ;  and  the  retiring  of  the 
British  troops  to  winter  quarters  in  Canada.  Until  the  truce 
became  generally  known,  the  results  of  it  occasioned  much  sur- 
prise in  New  York.  It  was  further  agreed,  that  the  commis- 
sioners of  both  parties  should  meet  on  the  subject  of  the  cartel, 
and  go  together  to  Canada.     This  was  attempted,  but  failed  on 


*  B.   H.  Hall's  ms.  memoranda. 

^  Sent  to  general  Washington  by  Schuyler,  November  12, 1780.    Wash- 
ington's Letters^  in  U.  S.  State  Dept.,  Vol.  xliii,  129. 
^  Sparks's  Correspondence  of  the  Bevolution,  Vol.  iii,  209-211. 
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Introduction.  7 

account  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  through  the  ice  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  After  contending  several  days  with  the  elements,  the 
commissioners  separated ;  but  "  while  their  men  were  breaking 
through  the  ice,  much  political  conversation  and  exhibits  of  papers 
took  plaee.^'^  Williams  is  more  definite :  "  the  British  agents 
availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  explain  their  views,  to 
make  their  proposals,  and  offer  as  complete  an  establishment  for 
Vermont,  from  the  royal  authority,  as  should  be  desired.  The 
commissioners  from  Vermont  treated  the  proposals  with  affability 
and  good  humor,  and  though  they  avoided  bringing  anything  to  a 
decision,  the  British  concluded  they  were  in  a  fair  way  to  effect 
their  purposes."^  The  subsequent  negotiations  at  Isle  aux  Noix, 
between  Ira  Allen  and  the  British  commissioners,  as  to  matters 
beyond  settling  a  cartel,  were  secret^  and  even  the  commander  of 
tiie  post  had  no  knowledge  of  them,  although  he  was  associated 
with  the  British  commissioners  on  the  question  of  an  exchange  of 
prisoners.3 

These  facts  show  that  the  public  had  no  knowledge  except  of  a 
truce  for  a  humane  and  proper  attempt  to  relieve  citizens  of  Ver- 
mont, and  its  officers  and  soldiers,  who  were  then  prisoners  in 
Canada ;  and  the  conclusion  is  that  all  the  suspicion  that  then 
existed  of  the  patriotism  and  fidelity  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people  of  the  state,  and  all  the  obloquy  since  drawn  from  the  ne- 
gotiation with  Haldimand  and  cast  upon  the  state,  were  entirely 
unjust.  K  any  body  was  really  at  fault,  the  number  implicated 
was  very  small.  Williams  asserted  that  "  eight  persons  only  in 
Vermont,  were  in  the  secret  of  this  correspondence  ;"^  and  Ira 
Allen  that,  in  May,  1781,  "  only  eight  persons  were  in  the  se- 
cret, but  more  were  added  as  the  circumstances  required."^ 
Gov.  Chittenden,  March  4, 1793,  furnished  the  following  list  of 
persons  who  were  in  the  secret  :^ 

Thomas  Chittenden,  Moses  Robinson,  Samuel  Safford,  Ethan 
Allen,  Ira  Allen,  Timothy  Brownson,  John  Fassett,  Joseph  Pay. 


*  Ira  Allen,  in  VU  Hist  Col,  Vol.  i,  416. 

*  WiUiams,  Vol.  n,  206. 

■  Vt  Hist.  Col,  Vol.  I,  421. 

*  WilUams,  Vol.  n,  214. 
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Ira  Allen,  Robinson,  Brownson,  Fassett  and  Fay  were  council- 
lors in  1781 ;  Saflford  and  Ethan  Allen  were  brigadier  generals 
of  the  Vermont  militia ;  and  Ira  Allen  and  Joseph  Fay  served  as 
commissioners.  Major  Isaac  Clark,  who  was  not  named  in  the 
list,  was  appointed  a  commissioner,  April  26, 1781,  but  did  not 
serve.  "  One  person  was  better  than  more,"  said  Ira  Allen,  and 
to  the  conference  in  May  1781  he  went  alone. 

Williams  paid  a  handsome  and  just  tribute  to  the  patriotism  of 
these  men ;  to  the  purity  of  their  motives,  however  doubtful  was 
the  policy  when  they  adopted  it ;  to  their  sound  judgment,  as 
proven  by  the  result ;  and  bore  strong  testimony  to  the  patriotism 
of  the  people  of  the  state.  "  But  so  odious  were  the  British  pro- 
ceedings and  government,  at  that  time,  to  the  people  of  America, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  the  people  of  Vermont  could  be  kept 
quiet,  under  the  idea  of  a  correspondence  carried  on  with  the  Brit- 
ish, though  known  to  be  for  their  protection.  Once  or  twice,  there 
were  small  insurrections,  to  demand  explanations ;  and  nothing 
but  the  well  known  and  strong  attachment  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
cerned, to  the  independence  of  Vermont  and  America,  could 
have  preserved  them  from  open  violence  and  destruction."*  This 
was  the  testimony  of  a  good  man  concerning  men  personally 
known  by  him. 

Ira  Allen  gave  a  vivid  picture  of  the  "  forlorn  situation  of  the 
state,  torn  by  intestine  divisions  and  the  intrigues  of  her  enemies 
in  congress ;"  exposed  utterly  to  the  mercy  of  the  British  at  the 
north ;  abandoned  by  congress,  to  be  a  prey  "  to  the  New  York 
monopolists,  who  were  then  taking  every  measure  that  the  malig- 
nancy and  avarice  of  human  nature  could  suggest,  for  the 
destruction  of  the  people  of  Vermont."  But  "  the  genius  of  Ver- 
mont was  fruitful  in  resources ;  even  in  the  gulf  of  difficulties, 
and  on  the  verge  of  ruin,  she  waxed  strong,  extended  her  wings, 
and  made  herself  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth."  This 
was  his  preface  to  the  history  of  the  negotiations  for  an  armhiice^ 
in  May  1781.» 


>  Williams,  Vol.  ii,  214,  215. 
«  VL  Hist.  Col,  Vol.  I,  419,420. 
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A  very  careful  synopsis  and  interpretation  of  the  negotiation  is 
given  by  Hiland  Hall/  in  the  thirty-second  chapter  of  the  ^'Early 
JSi$tori/  of  Vermonty'^  with  some  documents  not  contained  in  the 
Haldimand  Papers.  One  of  these  documents  distinctly  places  the 
defense  of  the  gentlemen  engaged,  on  the  ground  of  "  a  neces- 
sary political  manoeuvre  to  save  the  frontiers  of  this  state ;"  and 
the  other  justifies  letters  "  purporting  an  intention  of  this  state's 
becoming  a  British  province^"  as  a  "  political  proceeding  to  pre- 
vent the  British  forces  from  invading  this  state,  and  being  a  nec- 
essary step  to  preserve  this  state  from  ruin."^ 

The  reader  is  now  to  try  the  early  statesmen  of  Vermont  on  more 
complete  testimony,  and  with  a  calmer  judgment,  than  could  be 
possessed  by  any  body  at  the  time  of  the  negotiation,  or  indeed  by 
any  body  until  a  recent  date. 

The  temptation  was  offered  to  Vermont,  by  the  British  cabinet, 
in  the  execution  of  a  policy  deliberately  adopted,  with  two  views : 
firstj  if  possible,  to  reconcile  all  the  colonies  to  Great  Britain ; 
and  next,  to  detach  state  by  state,  so  as  ultimately  to  force  un- 
willing states  into  submission  by  their  weakness.  It  was  a  policy 
perfectly  understood  at  the  time  by  Congress,  to  whom  the  fact 
of  the  actual  offer  of  the  temptation  to  Vermont,  by  British 
agents,  was  communicated  in  March  1781  by  Ethan  Allen,  with 
this  significant  notice:  "I  am  fully  grounded  in  opinion,  that 
Vermont  has  an  indubitable  right  to  agree  on  terms  of  a  cessation 
of  hostilities  with  Great  Britain^  provided  the  United  States  per- 
sist in  rejecting  her  application  for  union  with  them."  Ira  Allen's 
mission  to  Isle  aux  Noix  was  in  May  following.  Still  earlier,  in 
January  preceding,  Washington  had  been  not  only  informed  that 
Vermont  was  negotiating  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  but  warned 
that  the  exigencies  of  the  state  were  such  tha;t  it  might  be  forced 
to  make  terms  with  the  British,  Looking  at  the  whole  transac- 
tion as  a  piece  of  diplomacy,  designed  on  the  one  hand  to  protect 
Vermont,  and  indeed  New  England  and  New  York  specially,  and 
the  country  generally,  from  an  army  in  Canada  which  could  not 
have  been  resisted,  and  on  the  other  hand  to  induce  Congress  to 
admit  the  independence  of  Vermont — our  judgment  of  its  justice 

*  From  the  Stwens  Papers,    *  Early  History  of  Vt,  363,  366. 
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to  Great  Britain  and  to  Congress,  and  of  its  necessity  for  Ver- 
mont, should  be  determined  by  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  leading 
facts,  preceding  May  8-26, 1781,  will  now  be  summarily  stated, 
and  to  The  Raldimand  Papers  will  be  added  contemporaneous 
documents  and  facts  in  the  history  of  Vermont. 


THE  CONCILIATORY  POLICY  OP  GREAT  BRITAIN 

In  1778-1779. 


Q-eorge  the  Third  to  Lord  North. 

jyyg  "You   must   remember,   that   before    the   recess    I 

Jan.  31.  strongly  advised  you  not  to  bind  yourself  to  bring  for- 
ward any  plan  for  restoring  tranquility  to  North  Amer- 
ica, not  from  any  absurd  ideas  of  unconditional  submission^ 
which  my  mind  never  harboured^  but  from  foreseeing  that  whatever 
can  be  proposed  will  be  liable  not  to  bring  America  back  to 
her  attachment,  but  to  dissatisfy  this  country,  which  so  cheerfully 
and  handsomely  carries  on  the  contest,  and  has  a  right  to  have 
the  struggle  continued  till  convinced  that  it  is  vain.  Perhaps 
this  is  the  minute,  that  you  ought  to  be  least  in  a  hurry  to  pro- 
duce a  plan,  from  the  probability  of  a  declaration  of  war  from 
France ;"  and  again,  "  /  do  not  mean  to  reject  all  ideas,  if  a  for- 
eign ivar  should  not  arise  this  session,  of  laying  a  proposition  he- 
fore  Parliament.^'* ^ 

When  it  appeared  from  private  information,  that  war 
Feb.  9.     with  France  had  become  inevitable,  the  King  expresses 
.    his   anxiety,  before  "  the   veil  was  drawn  off   by  the 
court  of  France,"^  that  Lord  North  should  "  not  delay  in  bring- 
ing in  his  proposition.^^ ^ 

Lord  Nbrth^s  Speech  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday,  the 
nth  of  February,  on  communicating  a  Plan  of  Reconciliation 
with  the  American  Colonies.  —  \^Extracts.'\ 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  session  on  the  first 

Feb.  17.    day,  [November  18,  1777,]  during  the  debate  upon  the 

address  to  his  Majesty,  I  told  the   House,  that  in  my 

opinion  terms  might  be  made  with  the  colonies,  short  of  uncondi- 

^  Sparks's  Life  and  Writings  of  Washington,  Vol.  vi,  533. 

*  Two  treaties  between  France  and  the  United  States,  one  of  amity, 
and  commerce,  the  other  of  defensive  alliance  against  England,  had 
been  signed  in  Paris,  three  days  before  —  February  6, 1778. 
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tional  submission,  and  that  the  time  of  making  them  was  the  mo- 
ment of  victory.  I  said  this,  thinking  that  the  victory  gained  by 
Sir  William  Howe  was  more  decisive  than  it  really  was,  and  ig- 
norant, at  the  time,  of  the  disaster  which  had  fallen  on  General 
Burgoyne's  army.  When  the  news  of  that  melancholy  event  ar- 
rived, I  was  struck,  that  the  time  of  proposing  terms  was  past, 
and  that  the  first  point  to  be  done  was  the  raising  of  new  levies, 
and  a  new  force.  The  consequences  of  that  misfortune  were  im- 
known ;  the  general  idea  was,  that  the  victorious  army  would 
march  to  Philadelphia,  and  that,  flushed  with  victory,  a  general 
engagement  might  have  happened,  which  would  have  been  deci- 
sive. I  thought  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  wait  till  the  end  of 
the  campaign,  till  I  had  a  knowledge  of  all  the  events  of  it ;  it 
is  ended,  and  nothing  decisive  has  happened.  The  forces  of 
Washington  are  not  sufficient  to  make  him  quit  his  defensive 
plan.  Our  army  is  great,  our  navy  is  great,  our  men  in  health, 
in  spirits,  and  well  supplied ;  but  the  resistance  of  America  is 
greater,  and  the  war  has  lasted  longer  than  was  at  first  appre- 
hended, much  longer  than  any  friend  to  this  country  could  wish, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  it  will  end  in  this  campaign.  I  think  our 
forces  are  sufficient  to  compel  America  to  accept  of  reasonable 
term^  ;  but  I  make  my  proposition  on  this  ground,  that  it  is  bet- 
ter to  offer  a  concession  to  the  colonies  now,  which  may  end  the 
contest  within  the  year,  than  to  continue  the  war  for  three  or 
four  years  longer,  though  with  the  assurance  of  compleat  con- 
quest. In  the  present  situation  of  aflfairs,  only  three  propositions 
can  be  made : 

I.     To  strengtlien  our  force,  and  continue  the  war  upon  the 
present  plan. 

II.     To  recall  it  from  America. — And 

III.     To  offer  terms  of  conciliation  to  her. 

The  first  proposition  is  attended  with  too  great  an  expence 
of  men  and  money  ;  an  expence  which  conquest  itself  would  not 
balance.  The  second  is,  to  subscribe  to  the  independency  of 
America.     The  third  is  that  which  appears  to  me  best  and  wisest. 

*  *  *  I  shall  therefore  propose  1st,  An  Act  of  Parliament 
to  invest  commissioners  with  very  ample  powers  for  this  pur- 
pose. *  *  *  The  commissioners  should  be  enabled  to  treat 
on  all  grievances  existing,  or  supposed  to  exist,  in  the  laws  of  the 
colonies,  or  in  the  statutes  of  this  realm ;  on  all  matters,  provi- 
sions, or  things,  and  on  all  aids  and  future  contributions  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  colonies.  *  *  *  The  colonies  have  demanded 
to  be  put  in  the  situation  they  were  in  in  1763.  I  doubt  they 
will  never  be  placed  exactly  in  the  same  situation,  but  perhaps 
they  may  be  placed  in  one  not  much  less  advantageous.     The 
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statutes  since  that  year  are  many.  *  *  *  i  would  give  the 
commissioners  full  power  to  take  them  all  into  their  considera- 
tion, and  to  suspend  such  as  should  be  repealed.  There  is  an- 
other provision,  which  is,  perhaps,  a  matter  of  convenience  only  ; 
they  should  have  a  power  of  appointing  governors  in  those  colo- 
nies, where  his  Majesty  was  used  to  appoint  them.  I  shall  pro- 
pose to  limit  the  duration  of  this  Act  to  June  1,  1779.  If  I  was 
to  stop  here,  the  plan  would  be  certainly  defective  ;  defective  in 
not  offering  an  inducement  to  the  colonies  to  treat  with  us.  They 
must  give  up  their  claim  of  independency  ;  but  to  induce  them  to 
do  this,  they  must  be  certain  of  something  fixed  and  decided.  If 
it  is  necessary  to  hold  out  an  inducement  to  all  the  colonies  col- 
lectively, it  is  equall/  necessary  to  hold  it  to  each  colony  in  partic- 
ular. Though  some  may  not  renounce  their  independency,  some 
may,  and  it  will  not  be  said,  that  if  the  commissioners  cannot 
treat  with  all,  they  shall  not  treat  with  any.  The  colonies  must 
have  some  other  inducement  than  mere  hopes.  *  *  *  Her 
[America's]  present  situation,  as  compared  with  ours,  is  ten  times 
more  grievous.  Her  farmers  are  ruined  ;  when  all  the  necessaries 
of  life  sell  at  prices  the  most  high,  they  are  compelled  to  sell  the 
produce  of  their  land  at  a  small  price  in  comparison.  I  was  as- 
sured that  at  Albany,  tea,  a  necessary  article  there,  sold  at  six- 
teen dollars  per  pound,  and  salt  at  thirty  dollars  per  bushel. 
Thinking  that  men  in  this  situation  will  l>e  inclined  to  peace  on 
just  and  reasonable  terms,  I  move  the  House  for  leave  to  bring 
in  the  two  following  bills : 

"  A  bill  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  appoint  Commissioners  to 
treat,  consent,  and  agree  on  the  means  of  quieting  the  disorders 
now  subsisting  in  certain  of  the  colonies,  plantations,  and  prov- 
inces of  America."     Also 

"  A  bill  for  declaring  the  intention  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  concerning  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  imposing  taxes  on 
the  colonies,  plantations,  and  provinces  of  America." 

The  question  was  then  put  and  agreed  to.' 

j^jy.j.jj        The  bills  were  brought  in  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and      February  18 ;    passed  that  House   March   2,  and  the 
'^P^*     House  of  Lords  on  the  9th,  and  received  the  royal  as- 
sent on  the  11th.'     April  13,  letters  patent  passed  under  the  seal 
of  Great  Britain,  constituting  and  appointing  Frederick,  Earl  of 
Carlisle  ;  Lord  Viscount  Howe,  of  Ireland  ;  Sir  William  Howe, 


*  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  xlviii,  51-55. 

^  Commons  Journal,  A.  D.  1770-1778,  712,  780,  807,  814. 
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General  of  his  Majesty's  forces  in  North  America ;  Wni.  Eden, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  ;  and 
George  Johnson,  Esq.,  captain  in  the  Royal  Navy,  to  be  his 
Majesty's  Commissioners  to  treat,  consult,  and  agree  upon  the 
means  of  quieting  the  disorders  now  subsisting  in  certain  of  his 
Majesty's  Colonies,  Plantations,  and  Provinces  in  North  America. 
Eight  days  thereafter,  April  21,  the  Commissioners  sailed  from 
St.  Helen's  for  North  America.' 

On  the  5th  of  June,  the  commissioners  arrived  in 
Delaware  river ;  and  on  the  9th  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  president  of  congress,  enclosing  their  commission  from  the 
crown.     These  were  laid  before  congress  on  the  11th. 

The  commission  empowered  the  commissioners,  or  any  three 
of  them,  to  treat,  consult,  and  agree  with  such  body  or  bodies  pol- 
itic and  corporate^  or  with  such  assembly  or  assemblies  of  men,  or 
with  sxich  person  or  persons,  as  they  should  think  meet  and  suffi- 
cient for  that  purpose,  of  and  concerning  any  grievances  existing 
or  supposed  to  exist  in  the  government  of  any  of  the  colonies  re- 
spectively;  to  order  and  proclaim  a  cessation  of  hostilities  on  the 
part  of  the  king's  forces,  by  sea  and  land,  for  such  time,  and 
under  such  conditions,  as  they  in  their  discretion  should  think 
fit ;  to  suspend  the  act  of  parliament  prohibiting  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  certain  colonies,  and  also  to  suspend  for  any  time 
limited  in  the  act  authorizing  the  commission  [June  1,  1779,]  all 
acts  of  parliament  passed  subsequent  to  February  10,  1763 ;  to 
grant  pardons  without  limitation ;  and  to  appoint  governors  of 
provinces  with  all  such  powers  and  authorities  as  governors  there- 
tofore appointed  by  his  majesty  might  or  could  have  exercised. 
The  commission  concluded  with  transferring  to  gen.  sir  Henry 
Clinton  the  same  powers  and  authorities  delegated  to  gen.  sir 
Wm.  Howe,  in  case  the  latter  should  by  death  or  otherwise  be 
disabled  from  exercising  the  same.'  This  contingency  occurred,^ 
and  although  by  its  own  terms,  the  act  of  Parliament  of  March, 


»  Gentleman^s  Mcujazhie,  Vol.  XLViii,  188. 

*  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  xlviii,  364-366. 

'  lAfe  and  Writings  of  Washington,  Vol.  v,  397. 
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1778,  was  limited  to  June  1,  1779,  it  is  certain  either  that  sir 
Henry  Clinton  was  continued  in  office  as  a  peace  commissioner 
till  a  much  later  period,  or  that  he  was  specially  directed  to  act 
with  general  Haldimand  in  the  negotiations  with  Vermont.  This 
will  appear  as  the  correspondence  proceeds  in  this  volume,  and 
specially  under  date  of  February  7,  1781,  in  lord  George  Ger- 
maine's  letter  to  sir  Henry  Clinton ;  and  April  23,  1782,  in  a 
summary  of  dispatches  to  the  Admiralty  and  American  depart- 
ment, noted  in  the  London  Courant^  in  which  it  said  general 
Haldimand  transmitted  important  propositions  touching  Vermont 
''  to  sir  Henry  Clinton  as  one  of  the  king's  of  Great  Britain's 
commissi»)ners  for  restoring  peace." 

Congress,  through  their  President,  Henry  Laurens, 

June  17.  ,.    f         '  °   .     .  1  .       .  ,  1     . 

replied  to  the  commissioners,  objecting  that  their  prop- 
ositions were  "  founded  on  an  idea  of  dependence,  which  is 
utterly  inadmissible,"  and  declaring  "  that  Congress  is  inclined 
to  peace,"  and  will  be  "  contented  to  enter  upon  a  consideration 
of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconsistent  with  treaties 
already  subsisting,"  [with  France,]  "  when  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  shall  demonstrate  a  sincere  disposition  for  that  purpose. 
The  only  solid  proof  of  this  disposition  will  be  an  explicit  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  independence  of  these  States,  or  the  with- 
drawing his  fleets  and  armies."' 

July.  Without  consenting  to  either  of  these  conditions,  the 
commissioners  addressed  a  second  letter,  professing  that 
congress  may  proceed  to  negotiate  on  their  own  terms,  and  de- 
manding by  what  authority  the  congress  assume  the  prerogative 
of  making  treaties,  and  claiming  a  right  to  be  informed  of  the 
particulars  contained  in  the  treaties  with  France,  intimating  that 
the  same  ought  also  to  be  known  to  the  people,  that  they  might 
judge  whether  such  an  alliance  ought  to  be  a  reason  for  continu- 
ing the  war.  July  18,  congress  voted  that  no  answer  should 
be  returned  to  this  letter.^" 


*  GmtleniarCs  Magazme,  Vol.  xlviii,  366-367. 
'  Life  and  WriUiujs  of  Washiyigion^  Vol.  vi,  17. 
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Oct  3.  ^^^  commissioners  appealed  from  congress  to  the 
people  in  "  A  Manifesto,"  in  which  they  offered  "  to 
the  colonies  at  large,  or  separately ^  a  general  or  separate  peace, 
with  the  revival  of  their  ancient  governments,  secured  against 
any  future  infringements,  and  protected  forever  from  taxation  by 
Great  Britain ;"  concluding  with  a  threat,  that  if  America  chose 
to  ally  herself  with  Prance  instead  of  the  mother  country,  "  the 
whole  nature  and  future  conduct  of  the  war  "  would  be  changed. 
"  Under  such  circumstances,  the  laws  of  self-preservation  must 
direct  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  if  the  British  colonies 
are  to  become  an  accession  to  France,  will  direct  her  to  render 
that  accession  of  as  little  avail  as  possible  to  the  enemy."' 

These  citations  amply  prove  that,  on  the  failure  of  making 
terms  with  congress,  the  policy  of  the  British  cabinet  was  to 
deal  with  the  states  separately,  and  to  reclaim  any  one  or  more 
if  it  were  possible. 

That  the  temptation  offered  to  Vermont  was  in  the 
June  u.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  policy.  Conclusively  appears  by  an  avowal 
made  by  lord  George  Germaine,  the  Secretary,  for 
American  Affairs,  June  11,  1779,  —  a  few  months  later  than  the 
date  of  his  lordship's  first  letter,  on  Vermont  affairs,  which  is 
noted  in  the  Haldimand  papers.  Charged  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons with  inconsistency  in  the  matter  of  the  commissioners  in 
1778,  his  lordship  "justified  the  measures  he  had  taken,  and 
proved  the  consistency  of  his  letters.  He  owned  his  aversion  to 
treat  with  the  congress,  hut  his  hearty  desire  to  treat  with  the 
provinces  separately.  He  seemed  to  have  no  doubt  of  a  success- 
ful end  of  the  war.     His  speech  was  much  applauded."' 


*  Oentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  XLViii,  631-632. 

*  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  XLix,  628. 
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VERMONT    PRIOR    TO    1781. 

CONTROVERSY  WITH  NEW  YORK. 

Previous  to  the  year  1765,  it  was  generally  understood,  in  both 
England  and  America,  that  the  province  of  New  Hampshire  ex- 
tended westerly  to  a  line  twenty  miles  east  of  the  Hudson  river,  and 
to  lake  Champlain,  and  thus  included  the  present  state  of  Vermont. 
It  was  so  treated  in  the  correspondence  and  documents  of  the  Eng- 
lish ministry  and  other  government  officials,  and  was  so  represented 
in  all  the  English  and  American  maps.'  In  accordance  with  this 
understanding,  Benning  Wentworth,  governor  of  New  Hampshire, 
from  the  year  1749  to  1764,  granted  in  the  king's  name,  to  New 
England  people,  130  townships  of  land  of  about  six  miles  square 
each,  situated  to  the  westward  of  Connecticut  river,  and  eastward 
of  lake  Champlain  and  such  twenty  mile  line.^  By  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  1765,  the  grantees  of  these  townships  had  made  set- 
tlements in  many  of  them,  and  had  spread  themselves  over  a  con- 
siderable extent  of  country.  By  a  proclamation  of  Cadwallader 
Colden,  lieutenant-governor  of  New  York,  bearing  date  April  10, 
1765,  the  settlers  were  notified,  that  the  western  bank  of  Connec- 
ticut river,  by  order  of  the  king  and  council  of  the  20th  of  July 
preceding,  was  to  be  the  boundary  between  his  two  provinces  of 
New  York  and  New  Hampshire.^ 

Lieutenant-governor  Colden  immediately  commenced  making 
grants  in  the  newly  acquired  territory,  and  by  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber following,  his  patents  covered  a  large  portion  of  the  lands 
occupied  by  settlers  on  the  west  side  of  the  Green  Mountains, 
the  patentees  being  New  York  city  speculators.^ 

Finding  they  were  likely  to  be  turned  out  of  their  possessions 
by  the  New  York  patentees,  and  being  unable  to  obtain  any  relief 
from  the  government  of  the  province,  the  settlers  sent  an  agent 
to  England,  to  represent  their  case  to  the  king,  who,  by  an  order 


*  Early  History  of  Ft.,  chap,  i  to  vi. 

■  For  a  list  of  these  grants  see  VU  State  Papers,  13-lG. 
« Early  History,  77-84,  and  478. 

*  Early  History,  77-80. 
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in  council  of  July  24,  1767,  forbid  the  governors  of  New  York, 
"  upon  pain  of  his  majesty's  highest  displeasure,"  from  granting 
any  more  lands  in  the  territory,  "  until  his  majesty's  further  plea- 
sure should  be  known  concerning  the  same."'  This  peremptory 
command  of  the  king,  which  was  often  re-affirmed  and  never  re- 
called, was  disregarded  bylieut.  governor  Golden  and  his  succes- 
sors, who,  in  its  direct  violation,  afterwards  made  grants  of  more 
than  two  million  acres  of  the  prohibited  lands,  some  of  it  to  them- 
selves in  the  names  of  others,  and  the  residue  to  their  city  favor- 
ites and  friends.  The  patent  fees  to  the  New  York  officials  for 
the  lands  granted  amounted  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  ninety 
thousand  dollars,  of  which  the  shares  of  the  several  governors  ex- 
ceeded the  following  sums,  viz.,  of  Mr.  Golden  thirty  thousand, 
governor  Moore  four  thousand  five  hundred,  governor  Dunmore  four- 
teen thousand,  and  of  governor  Tryon  seventeen  thousand  dollars.* 
Numerous  suits  for  ejecting  the  settlers  from  their  farms  were 
brought  to  trial  before  the  supreme  court  at  Albany  in  June  1770, 
when  the  judges  declared  the  New  Hampshire  charters  to  be  null 
and  void,  and  refused  to  allow  them  to  be  read  to  the  jury. 
Judgments  were  accordingly  rendered  for  the  plaintiffs  in  all  the 
cases.  The  king  was  informed,  by  petition,  of  this  proceeding, 
and  the  settlers  in  conventions  resolved  to  resist  the  execution  of 
the  judgments  by  force,  if  necessary,  and  to  prevent  in  like  man- 
ner any  of  the  New  York  claimants  from  surveying  or  taking 
possession  of  any  lands  that  had  been  previously  granted  by  New 
Hampshire,  until  the  king's  further  pleasure  should  be  known.^ 
Not  being  otherwise  able  to  execute  the  judgments  in  ejectment, 
the  sheriff  summoned  the  militia  of  Albany  county  as  a  posse  com- 
itat^is,  and  marched  them,  over  three  hundred  strong,  to  Benning- 
ton, to  put  the  plaintiffs  in  possession  of  the  farms  of  two  of  the 
defendants,  but  finding  he  was  to  be  resisted  by  an  armed  force, 
that  most  of  the  militia  sympathized  with  the  settlers  and  that  all 
were  unwilling  to  act,  he  prudently  withdrew  without  accom- 
plishing his  object.^ 


'  Vt  Stale  Papers,  20. 

^  Yl.  Hist.  Col,  Vol.  1, 147-159.    Early  Hist.  Vt.  08-100. 
^  Vt.  Hist  Col,  Vol.  1, 344-346.     Early  HisUmj  Vt,  118-122,  481. 
*  Doc.  Hist  N.  T.,  Vol.  IV,  7S2-743.    Early  History  Vt.  123-126. 
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From  this  time  forward,  the  New  Hampshire  title  was  main- 
tained by  the  settlers  against  the  New  York  claimants,  who, 
either  by  force  or  intimidation,  were  prevented  from  making  any  of 
their  grants  available.  The  people  west  of  the  Green  Mountains 
were  practically  independent  of  the  New  York  jurisdiction,  gov- 
erning themselves  by  committees  and  conventions,  in  the  manner 
afterwards  pursued  by  other  communities  at  the  commencement  of 
the  American  revolution/  On  the  other  side  of  the  mountain 
there  had  been  a  partial  submission  to  the  New  York  authority. 
Colden's  early  grants  had  all  been  made  west  of  the  mountain, 
and  in  nearly  all  the  townships  which  had  been  chartered  by  New 
Hampshire,  before  the  proprietors  could  have  any  opportunity  to 
ask  for  terms  on  which  they  might  be  permitted  to  retain  their 
lands.^'  But  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain,  where  the  lands 
had  been  Lss  coveted  by  the  New  York  sj>eculators,  the  New 
Hampshire  grantees  were  in  many  cases  allowed  to  obtain  grants  in 
confirmation  of  their  New  Hampshire  titles,  though  only  on  the 
payment  of  enormous  and  oppressive  patent  fees,  their  new  title 
being  also  incumbered  with  treble  the  government  quit-rent  which 
had  been  exacted  by  New  Hampshire.  For  these  confirmatory 
charters  there  was  no  necessity,  and  no  apparent  motive  on  the  part 
of  the  governors  to  make  them,  but  their  craving  appetite  for  the 
patent  fees.  The  grantees  were  driven  to  accept  them  with  the 
additional  incumbrance^  and  pay  the  fees,  ratlier  than  be  de- 
prived of  their  lands  by  having  them  granted  to  others.  Even  on 
this  side  of  the  mountain  a  large  portion  of  the  charters  re- 
mained unconfirmed,  and  the  deep  dissatisfaction  of  the  people 
with  the  New  York  government  was  manifested  by  their  uprising 
to  stop  the  holding  of  the  Cumberland  county  court,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  Westminister  massacre  of  March  13,  1775;  and 
also  by  the  proceedings  of  their  convention  on  the  11th  of  the 
succeeding  April,  when  it  was  resolved  to  petition  the  king  ''  to 
be  taken  out  of  so  oppressive  a  jurisdiction,  and  either  annexed 
to  some  other  government,  or  erected  and  incorporated  into  a  new 
one,"  thus  indicating,  that  odious  as  the  measures  of  the  crown  had 
become,  those  of  New  York  were  felt  to  be  still  more  intolerable.^ 

'  Vt  JUst.  Col,  Vol.  T,  5,  345. 

^  Early  Hist.  Vt,  78-80.     Vt.  Hist.  Col,  Yoh  i,  151. 

'  Vt  State  Papers,  55-60. 
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Sympathizing  with  their  brethren  of  the  New  England  colonies, 
from  which  they  had  emigrated,  the  inhabitants  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants  united  heartily  with  them  in  their  armed  resistance 
to  the  oppressive  demands  of  the  British  ministry.  During  their 
controversy  with  the  colonial  government  of  New  York  they  had 
entered  into  a  military  organization,  which,  under  the  name  of 
Green  Mountain  Boys^  had  successfully  defended  their  lands 
against  the  assaults  of  the  New  York  claimants.  Within  three 
weeks  after  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  at  Lexington,  these 
men  under  their  old  leaders  had  wrested  from  the  crown  the  im- 
}>ortant  fortresses  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point.  They  were 
also  actively  engaged  in  the  two  trying  campaigns  of  1775  and 
1776,  in  Canada  under  Col.  Warner,  and  on  their  return  were 
formed  by  congress  into  a  continental  regiment  under  his  com- 
mand, and  served  with  credit  and  distinction  throughout  the  war.' 

During  the  early  period  of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  the 
controversy  with  New  York  appeared  to  have  subsided.  The 
colonial  government  was  practically  extinct,  and  no  efficient 
substitute  had  been  provided.  But  when  the  authority  of  the 
revolutionary  convention  began  to  be  acknowledged,  it  became 
ap}»arent,  that  towards  the  people  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
the  new  government  would  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  the  old  ;  that 
the  land-claiming  interest  was  predominant  in  the  convention,  and 
also  in  the  New  York  delegation  in  the  continental  congress.  In 
both  these  ])odies  James  Duane,  one  of  the  largest  land-claimants, 
and  long  the  most  formidable  antagonist  of  the  settlers,  was  a  lead- 
ing member,  and  associated  with  him  were  the  Livingstons  and 
othir  aristocratic  landholders  and  claimants,  who  had  long  been 
known  as  the  advocates  of  the  New  York  patents.  It  was  evident 
that  these  men  possessed  a  controlling  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the 
colony  and  state,  and  that  no  relaxation  of  former  efforts  to  over- 
throw the  New  Hampshire  titles  was  to  be  expected.  The  com- 
plaints of  the  New  Hampshire  settlers  were  officially  declared  to 
l>e  **  unjust  and  iniquitous  pretences."^  The  convention,  on  the 
2d   of    August   177G,  unanimously   resolved  that  all   quit-rents 

'  Journals  of  Cotig.^  June  23,  1775,  and  July  5, 1776.     Early  Hist  Vt., 
209,  221. 
^Doc.  Hist.  N.  F.,  Vol.  iv,  925. 
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which  had  been  reserved  to  the  king  had  become  due  to  the  con- 
vention and  state.'  This  would  be  greatly  unjust  to  the  inhabi- 
taots  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  who  would  thus  be  compelled 
to  pay  a  most  undue  proportion  of  the  revenue  for  the  support 
of  the  government,  the  lordly  proprietors  in  the  old  territory  of 
New  York  holding  their  lands  on  the  payment  of  merely  nominal 
rents.^  Mr.  Golden  in  his  letter  to  tlie  Lords  of  Trade,  of  Sep- 
tember 26,  17(38,  in  urging  the  annexation  of  the  territory  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants  to  New  York,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  its  quit-i-ents  would  be  greater 
than  that  from  all  the  quit-rents  of  the  residue  of  the  province, 
which,  considering  the  exemptions  from  the  tax  in  the  eai'ly  ex- 
travagant grants  of  the  crown,  was  probably  not  an  unfair 
estimate. 3 

This  quit-rent  tax  was  rendered  extremely  oppressive,  especially 
in  a  new  and  partially  settled  country,  by  the  fact  that  each  pro- 
prietor was  not  only  liable  for  the  rent  of  his  own  land,  but  for 
the  rent  of  the  whole  grant,  of  which  his  land  might  be  only  a 
fractional  part.  Thus,  the  owner  of  one  hundred  acres  in  a 
township  of  six  miles  square  was  holden  for  the  rent  of  the 
whole  twenty-three  thousand  and  forty  acres,  his  farm,  in  ef- 
fect, being  under  perpetual  mortgage  to  the  government  for  the 
whole  rent,  and  subject  to  forfeiture  for  its  non-payment.-*  This 
effort  of  the  New  York  convention,  to  make  perpetual  this  odious 
badge  of  feudal  servitude,  was  felt  to  be  intolerably,  unjust  and 
oppressive. 

The  constitution  of  New  York,  which  was  adopted  April  20, 
1777,  recognized  and  affirmed  the  validity  of  the  land  grants 
made  by  the  colonial  governors  in  the  name  of  the  king,  and  thus 
annulled  the  prior  grants  of  New  Hampshire.s  This  not  only 
bound  the  courts  of  the  state  to  decide  all  suits  in  favor  of  the 
New  York  claimants,  but  established  their  titles  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  every  branch  of  the  government,  for  even  the  legislature 

^Joiir.  j^.  Y.  Convention,  Vol.  i,  554. 
'  Vt  Hist,  Col,  Vol.  1, 119,  120. 
'  Col  Hist.  N,  F.,  Vol.  VII,  564. 
'l)oc.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  037-930. 
'  Jour.  i\r.  Y.  Con.,  Vol.  i,  897,  §  .36. 
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was  powerless  to  overthrow  or  disturb  grants  which  the  constitu- 
tion had  declared  to  be  valid.  The  New  Hampshire  grantees  and 
settlers  were  left  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  their  land-claiming  en- 
emies, from  whom  none  could  be  expected.  The  question  with 
them  was  whether  they  should  surrender  their  homes  and  farms, 
which  they  had  fairly  purchased  and  made  valuable  by  improve- 
ments, to  a  set  of  mercenary  speculators,  or  continue  their  eiforts  to 
preserve  their  property  by  denying  the  authority  of  the  government 
which  sought  to  oppress  them.  They  chose  the  latter  alternative, 
believing,  in  the  doctrine  of  the  deqlaration  of  indc{)endence,  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  "  it  was  their  right,  it  was  their  duty, 
to  throw  off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their 
future  security."  This  they  did  by  declaring  their  independence 
of  New  York,  and  successfully  maintaining  it  against  all  oppo- 
sition. 

If  we  consider  the  instances  in  which  those,  who  have  resisted 
established  governments,  have  been  justified  by  the  tribunal  of 
history,  we  shall  rarely  find  a  case  stronger  than  that  of  the  New 
Hampshire  claimants.  Our  American  revolution  can  scarcely  be 
said  to  furnish  so  clear  an  example  of  rightful  resistance  to  op- 
pression. The  American  people  revolted  from  the  mother  country 
because  of  the  imposition  of  taxes,  which,  though  small  in  amount, 
were  founded  on  a  principle  that  would  allow  the  extortion  of  any 
further  sum  the  parliament  might  at  any  time  think  proper  to  de- 
mand ;  thus  destroying  the  security  of  the  residue  of  their  proj> 
erty,  and  leaving  it  to  the  mercy  of  the  government.  In  the  case 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  the  principle  of 
government  exaction  was  carried  at  once  by  New  York  to  its 
utmost  extent,  by  requiring,  not  only  a  fractional  part  of  their 
property,  but  demanding  as  a  right  the  immediate  surrender  of 
the  whole.  If  revolution  were  justifiable  in  the  former  case,  as  is 
new  universally  admitted,  it  must  be  deemed  at  least  equally  so 
in  the  latter. 

The  people  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  were  exposed  to  the 
threatened  oppressions  of  both  Great  Britain  and  New  York. 
Their  danger  from  the  latter  was  apparently  the  greatest ;  but 
they  were  happily  able  to  make  effectual  resistance  to  both. 
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APPEALS   TO    CONGRESS. 

Maj  8,  1776,  the  people  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  presented  their  first  petition  to  the  continental 
congress.'  This  document  briefly  stated  the  case,  and  the  prayer 
of  it  was  that  the  dispute  with  New  York  might  be  suffered  to  lie 
until  the  restoration  of  peace  to  the  country  would  permit  an 
equitable  decision,  and  that  in  the  meantime,  so  as  not  to  preju- 
dice the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  Grants,  they  might  be  ordered 
to  serve  in  the  war  for  independence  under  continental  authority^ 
and  as  inhabitants  of  the  Grants,  and  not  under  the  authority  or 
as  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  New  York.  May  30,  the  com- 
mittee of  congress  reported  a  resolution  adverse  to  the  material 
part  of  this  prayer,  recommending  the  petitioners  "/or  the  preHe^it 
to  submit  to  the  government  of  New  I^or^,"  adding  that  this  ought 
not  to  prejudice  their  rights  or  be  construed  to  admit  the  juris- 
diction of  New  York,  and  that  ultimately  the  case  should  be  re- 
ferred to  proper  judges.  This  was  unacceptable  to  the  agent  of 
the  Grants,  and  on  his  suggestion  of  the  want  of  certain  impor- 
tant papers,  congress  on  the  4th  of  June  resolved  that  he  have 
leave  to  withdraw.-  The  agent  [Ileraan  Allen]  subsequently  said 
the  motion  to  withdraw  was  made  in  order  that  the  delegates 
from  New  York  should  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  bring  the 
matter  to  a  final  decision,  when  the  petitioners  "  had  no  proper 
delegates  in  the  house, "^ 

The  convention  at  Windsor,  January  15-17,  which 
declared  the  independence  of  Vermont,  at  the  same 
time  adopted  a  declaration  and  petition  to  congress,  setting  forth 
reasons  for  independence,  which  were  stronger  even  than  those  in 
the  declaration  of  congress,  July  4,  1776,  and  praying  that  the 
declaration  may  be  received,  and  the  district  described  therein 
ranked  among  the  free  and  independent  American  States,  and 
delegates  therefrom  admitted  to  seats  in  the  grand  continental 
congress.     This  was  presented  to  congress  on  the  8th   of  April. 


*  Adopted  in  convention  at  Dorset,  January  17,  1776. 
'  Vermont  State  Papers,  G1-C5.     Early  History^  228. 
»  Vt  Hist.  Coll,  Vol.  I,  20. 
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On  the  previous  day  two  letters  had  been  presented  from  the 
president  of  the  convention  of  New  York,  in  one  of  which  he 
charged  that  Vermont  had  '•  been  prevailed  on  to  revolt ;"  inti- 
mated that  influential  men  in  other  states,  some  of  them  members 
of  congress,  had  fostered  these  divisions  to  dismember  New  York  ; 
and  demanded  the  recall  of  the  commission  conferred  by  Congress 
on  Setb  Warner,  "especially  as  this  col.  Warnor  hath  been  con 
stantly  and  invariably  opposed  to  the  legislature  of  this  state, 
and  hath  been  outlawed  by  the  late  government  thereof/'  The 
second  letter  declared  that  the  New  York  Convention  was  fram- 
ing a  firm  and  permanent  system  of  government,'  and  that  the  de- 
fection in  Vermont  was  "  by  no  means  general.  The  county  of 
Gloucester,^  and  a  very  great  part  of  Cumberland^  and  Char- 
lotte,-*  continue  steadfast  in  their  allegiance  to  this  government." 
This  letter  asserted  that  there  was  not  the  least  prospect  that 
Warner  could  raise  a  number  of  men  which  could  be  an  object  of 
public  concern.  Later,  the  president  of  the  council  of  safety 
of  New  York  repeated  the  report  and  belief  that  members  of 
congress  were  countenancing  Vermont  — "  a  faction  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  state "  which  "  have  declared  themselves 
independent.  Although  we  apprehend  no  great  difficulties  in  re- 
ducing these  factious  spirits  to  obedience  and  good  order,  by  the 
justice  and  vigor  of  the  government  of  this  state,  without  the  aid 
of  congress,"  he  asked  congress  by  resolution  to  disavow 
any  favor  to  Vermont,  lest  the  respect  for  congress  and  the 
ardor  of  the  best  whigs  of  New  York  be  diminished.  June  23, 
a  delegate  from  New  York  laid  before  congress  two  letters  of 
Thomas  Young  to  Vermont,  one  of  which  stated  the  purport  of 
the  resolution  of  congress.  May  15,  1776,  recommending  to  as- 
semblies and  conventions  in  each  of  the  United  Colonies,  where 


*  The  constitution  of  New  York,  adopted  May  8,  annulled  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants  of  land  in  Vermont,  by  affirming  the  validity  of  all 
the  grants  made  by  New  Yor\i,— Early  Hist.  Yi.,  246-250. 

*The  present  Orange  county  nearly,  and  all  east  of  the  mountains  and 
north  to  Canada  line. 
'  The  present  Windham  and  Windsor  counties  nearly. 

*  All  the  territory  west  of  the  mountains  and  extending  west  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  from  CanadaH+ne  to  the  Battenkill. — Vei*mont  State 
Papers,  70-73. 
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there  are  no  governments  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  affairs,  "  to 
adopt  such  government  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
their  constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general."'  June 
80,  congress  dhmissed  the  petition  of  Vermont^  declaring  that  the 
duty  of  congress  was  to  protect,  and  not  injure,  the  rights  and  ju- 
risdiction of  the  several  states  represented  in  it ;  that  the  attempt 
to  make  Vermont  independent  could  derive  no  authority  from  the 
declaration  of  July  4,  1776,  nor  from  any  other  act  or  resolution 
of  congress  ;  that  by  raising  and  officering  Warner's  regiment 
congress  never  meant  to' countenance  Vermont's  claim  to  inde- 
pendence ;  and  that  Young's  letters  were  derogatory  to  congress, 
a  gross  misrepresentation  of  the  resolution  of  May  15,  1776, 
and  tended  to  deceive  and  mislead  the  people  to  whom  they  were 
addressed.^ 

Two  days  after  this  adverse  action  of  congress,  a  conven- 
tion met  at  Windsor,  and  on  the  8th  adopted  the  constitution 
and  frame  of  government,  under  which  Vermont  successfully 
maintained  her  independence  de  facto  against  Great  Britain  and 
New  York,  and  also  against  congress,  until  her  admission  to  the 
union  in  1791. 

The  constitution  of  Vermont  was  not  generally  pro- 
mulgated in  the  state  until  February.  Previous  to  that, 
January  28,  the  adiierents  to  New  York  in  Cumberland  county 
met  at  Brattleboro'  and  prepared  a  petition  to  the  legislature  of 
New  York,  asking  to  be  defended  against  Vermont.  In  response, 
the  governor  of  New  York  declared  by  proclamation,  February 
23,  that  "  the  several  branches  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
New  York  will  concur  in  the  necessary  measures  for  protecting 
the  loyal  inhabitants  of  this  state,  residing  in  the  counties  of  Al- 
bany, Charlotte,  Cumberland,  and  Gloucester "  [which  covered 
Vermont,]  "  in  their  persons  and  estates,  and  for  compelling  all 
persons,  residing  within  this  state,  and  refusing  obedience  to  the 

'  A  resolution  originated  by  John  Adams,  for  the  purpose  of  totally 
suppressing  governments  under  the  crown  —  practically  the  first  declar- 
ation of  independence.  — Bancroft's  Hi$i.  V.  ;S^.,  Vol.  viii,  3G7.  For  the 
letters  of  Young,  April  11  and  12, 1777,  see  Stale  Papers^  70. 

*  Vt.  State  Papers,  08-70.    Early  Hist,  238-244,  250-253. 
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government  and  legislature  thereof,  to  yield  that  obedience  and 
allegiance  which,  by  law  and  of  right,  they  owe  to  this  state." 
The  adherents  to  New  York,  in  Cumberland  county,  formally 
protested  against  the  authority  of  Vermont,  and  zealousy  resisted 
acts  of  its  government.  These  facts  were  communicated  to  the 
governor  of  New  York,  who,  by  letter  of  June  3,  approved  the 
course  of  the  resistants  to  Vermont  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  legislature  of  New  York  would  adopt  measures  to  compel 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  that  state.  "  In  the  mean  time,"  said 
he,  "  let  me  recommend  it  to  you,  and  every  person  attached  to 
this  state,  to  persist  in  your  opposition,  and  upon  every  occasion 
to  bear  your  testimony  against  those  unwarrantable  proceedings  " 
of  Vermont.  Against  this  opposition  Vermont  enforced  its  laws, 
drafted  med  for  military  service,  and  confiscated  the  estates  of 
enemies.  Of  this  gov.  Clinton  was  informed,  and  he  replied,  say- 
ing that  he  had  complained  to  congress  and  insisted  upon  an  im- 
mediate and  positive  disavowal  of  the  authority  of  Vermont  to 
raise  troops.  To  the  adherents  of  New  York  he  wrote:  "I 
would  still,  as  upon  a  former  occasion,  earnestly  recommend  a 
firm  and  prudent  resistance  to  the  drafting  of  men,  raising  taxes, 
and  the  exercise  of  every  other  act  of  government,  under  the 
ideal  Vermont  state,  and  in  such  towns  where  our  friends  are  suf- 
ficiently powerful,  I  would  advise  the  entering  into  associations 
for  the  mutual  defense  of  their  persons  and  property  against  this 
usurpation."  By  a  letter  dated  June  8,  these  matters  were  urged 
upon  congress  by  gov.  Clinton.' 

In  the  mean  time  sixteen  towns  in  New  Hampshire,  bordering 
on  and  near  Connecticut  river,  urgently  pressed  Vermont  to  admit 
them  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state,  and,  June  11,  it  was  voted 
to  admit  them.  This  was  received  by  pres.  Weare  of  New  Hamp- 
shire with  great  dissatisfaction,  and,  August  19,  he  appealed  to 
congress,  declaring  that,  unless  congress  interfered,  it  was  very 
probable  the  sword  would  decide  the  question.  August  22,  presi- 
dent Weare  urged  gov.  Chittenden,  for  the  sake  of  the  people 
of  Vermont  and  the  sixteen  New  Hampshire  towns,  and  for  the 
sake  of  their  future  peace  and  tranquility,  to  relinquish   every 


^  Eastern  Vt,  308-324. 
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connection,  as  a  political  body,  with  these  towns.  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden convened  his  council,  and  Ethan  Allen  was  requested 
to  ascertain  in  what  light  congress  regarded  these  proceed- 
ings. Allen  reported,  October  10,  that  congress  had  enter- 
tained the  complaints  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York ;  that 
in  his  opinion  the  New  York  complaints  would  never  prevent  the 
recognition  of  Vermont ;  but  the  disapprobation  of  the  interfer- 
ence with  New  Hampshire  was  so  strong  as  to  justify  the  opinion 
that,  "  except  this  state  recede  from  such  union,  immediately,  the 
whole  power  of  the  confederacy  of  the  United  States  of  America 
will  join  to  annihilate  the  state  of  Vermont."  The  action  of  the 
legislature  at  that  time  was  contradictory,  but  on  the  whole  un- 
favorable to  maintaining  the  union  with  the  New  Hampshire 
towns,  and  resulted  in  referring  the  question  to  the  people.  This 
was  unsatisfactory  to  towns  interested  on  both  sides  of  Connecti- 
cut river,  who  met  in  convention  at  Cornish,  December  9,  and 
made  four  propositions,  the  last  of  which  was  to  annihilate  Ver- 
mont, by  bringing  the  whole  of  it  under  the  government  of  New 
Hampshire.* 

Justly  alarmed  at  the  prospect,  Vermont  promptly 
dissolved  her  union  with  the  New  Hampshire  towns, 
February  12,  and  by  Ira  Allen  notified  New  Hampshire  of  the 
fact.  March  20,  he  found  the  representatives  of  that  state  con- 
sidering the  propositions  of  the  Cornish  convention.  June  24  the 
house  adopted,  in  which  the  council  concurred,  an  act  to  claim  ju- 
risdiction to  the  whole  of  A^ermont,  but  consenting  that  it  might 
be  made  a  separate  state,  and  suspending  jurisdiction  until  con- 
gress should  settle  the  dispute ;  and  accordingly  this  claim  to 
Vermont  was  presented  to  Congress  by  New  Hampshire.' 

At  the  February  session  of  the  Vermont  assembly,  numerous 
acts  were  passed,  and  among  them  statutes  against  treason,  and 
riots,  and  for  the  organization  of  the  militia.  February  23  gov. 
Chittenden  issued  a  proclamation  strictly  enjoining  all  persons  re- 
siding within  the  state  to  take  notice  of  these  statutes  on  pain  of 
the  penalties  provided,  and  requiring  all  civil  officers  to  be  vigi- 


'  State  Paxjers,  89-102. 
State  Papers,  105. 
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lant  in  executing  them.'  The  acts  specified  above  were  unpalata- 
ble to  the  adherents  to  New  York,  who  refused  compliance.  Gov. 
Chittenden  deputed  Ethan  Allen  with  a  posse  comitatus  to  enforce 
the  laws,  and  he  arrested  thirty-six  persons,  among  them  several 
militia  officers  who  had  been  commissioned  by  the  governor  of 
New  York  ;^  and  then,  through  the  Vermont  court,  the  laws  were 
executed.  Complaints  were  made  to  gov.  Clinton,  who  wrote, 
May  14,  to  Samuel  Minott,  of  Brattleboro',  that  in  case  of  force 
by  Vermont,  he  would  instantly  issue  "  orders  to  the  militia,  who 
are  properly  equipped,  and  who  will  be  led  against  the  enemies 
of  the  state  wherever  they  may  happen  to  be."  May  18  he  wrote 
to  the  president  of  congress  that  he  daily  expected  to  be  obliged 
to  use  force ;  May  22,  New  York  brought  resolutions  into  con- 
gress declaring  the  extent  and  boundaries  of  the  several  states 
then  to  be  the  same  as  during  their  colonial  existence,  and  that 
"  no  part  of  any  one  of  them  should  be  permitted  to  separate 
therefrom,  and  become  independent  thereof,  without  the  express 
consent  and  approbation  of  said  state. "^  On  the  29th  gov.  Clin- 
ton wrote  again,  that  he  would  conceive  it  his  duty  "  to  order  a 
force  of  a  thousand  men  who  had  been  destined  for  the  defence  of 
the  frontiers,  to  march  to  Brattleborough  for  the  protection  of 
that  and  the  adjacent  towns,  unless  the  interposition  of  congress 
should  render  such  a  measure  unnecessary. "-^  Gov.  Chittenden 
also  addressed  congress  subsequently,  and,  in  answer  to  the  threat 
of  force  by  Clinton,  wrote :  "  I  have  issued  like  orders  to  tho 
militia  of  this  state,  and  notwithstanding  I  am  far  from  countenanc- 
ing a  measure  so  disagreeable  in  its  nature,  yet  the  free  born  citi- 
zens of  this  state  can  never  so  far  degrade  the  dignity  of  human 
nature,  or  relinquish  any  part  of  that  glorious  spirit  of  patriotism, 
which  has  hitherto  distinguished  them  in  every  conflict  with  the 
unrelenting  and  long  continued  tyrrany  of  designing   men,  as 

^  State  Papers,  293,  300,  305,  381). 

*Col.  Eleazer  Patterson  then  commanded  a  force  of  adherents  to  New 
York  in  that  part  of  Vermont,  estimated  by  himself  at  five  hundred 
men  ;  and  Patterson  and  his  followers  were  the  persons  arrested  by  Al- 
len. The  Vermont  force  at  that  time  in  Cumberland  county  varied  from 
two  hundred  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  men. — Eastern  VU,  330,  339, 

'  Early  History,  289.     *  Eastern  Vt. ,  332-340. 
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tamely  to  submit  to  his  mandates,  or  even  to  be  intimidated  by  a 
challenge  from  him."' 

The  prospect  of  war  between  New  York  and  Vermont  induced 
congress  to  interpose,  June  1  and  2,  by  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  promote  an 
amicable  settlement  of  difficulties,  and  prevent  divisions  and  ani- 
mosities, so  prejudicial  to  the  United  States.  This  action  was 
accompanied  by  an  apology  to  New  York,  and  a  promise  to  "  con- 
tinue to  pay  equal  attention  to  the  rights  of  that  state  with  those 
of  other  states  in  the  union. "^ 

June  7,  governor  Clinton  remonstrated  to  the  president  of  con- 
gress against  the  appointment  of  the  committee  ;  and  on  the  same 
day  wrote  to  general  Washington,  complaining  that  congress  had 
not  prevented  the  necessity  of  a  resort  to  force  with  Vermont ; 
announcing  his  intention  of  quitting  the  field,  [as  a  general  in  the 
continental  army,]  in  order  to  convene  the  legislature  to  arrange 
for  vindicating  the  authority  of  New  York  in  Vermont ;  asking 
Washington  to  return  six  brass  pounders  loaned  by  New  York, 
and  suggesting  tbat  a  magazine  of  flour,  purchased  by  New  York 
for  continental  service,  would  have  to  be  diverted  for  the  support 
of  troops  against  Vermont.^ 

In  response  to  Clinton's  letter  of  the  7th,  congress  on  the  16th 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  New  York  militia  officers  arrested 
by  Vermont  "  ought  to  be  immediately  liberated  ;"  and  also  re- 
solved that  the  action  of  congress  of  June  1-2  was  not  to  be  con- 
strued "  unfavorable  to  the  internal  policy  of  any  or  either  of  the 
United  States."  This  therefore  excluded  Vermont^  which  was  not 
then  counted  as  one  of  the  United  States,  and  was  intended  to 
soothe  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  whose  applications  were 
alleged  in  the  preamble.-*  On  this  occasion  John  Jay,  who  had 
been  sent  by  New  York,  as  a  special  delegate  to  attend  to  the 
Vermont  business,  and  had  been  elected  president  of  congress, 
wrote  to  Clinton  that  "  the  majority  of  the  house  have  proper 
ideas  on  the  subject,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  it  will  ter- 
minate right."5 


^  Early  History,  295.    ""  Vt  8taU  Papers,  109. 

^Eastern  Ft.,  351,  352.    ^8tate  Tapers,  109.    'Eastern  Vt,  355. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Appeals  to  Congress.  29 

July  13,  a  part  of  the  committee  of  congress  reported  their  visit 
to  Vermont,  but  nothing  pointing  to  definite  action.  July  23  a 
committee  of  ten  to^vus  in  Cumberland  county  [Windham  and 
Windsor,]  petitioned  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  should 
restore  rights  to  those  who  had  been  deprived  of  them  by  vio- 
lence, and  ensure  peace  to  a  distracted  people  ;  averring  that  a 
majority  in  several  and  a  respectable  minority  of  other  towns  in 
the  county  were  adherents  to  New  York  and  opposed  to  Ver- 
mont." 

August  5,  governor  Chittenden  protested  against  the  resolution 
of  congress  of  June  16,  charging  that  Vermont  had  been  im- 
peached before  the  facts  were  known  ;  aflBrming  that  the  resis- 
tance to  Vermont  by  the  adherents  to  New  York  in  Cumberland 
county  was  a  high-handed  breach  of  the  peace,  to  prevent  a  levy 
of  militia  for  the  defense  of  the  frontier ;  pledging  Vermont  to 
bear  and  pay  her  full  share  in  the  war  against  Great  Britain  ; 
and  declaring  that  if  New  York  shall  resort  to  force,  Vermont 
will  accept  the  challenge.^ 

September  24,  Congress  unanimously  adopted  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions, one  of  them  amended  October  2,  which  were  designed  to 
quiet  the  then  present  disturbances  and  to  prepare  for  a  speedy  set- 
tlement of  the  dispute.  The  preamble  recited  the  claims  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York  to  jurisdiction  in  Ver-* 
mont,  and  the  adverse  claim  of  Vermont,  and  was  followed  by 
five  resolutions,  all  adopted  unanimously  : 

1.  Recommending  to  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  New 
York  to  authorize  Congress  to  hear  and  determine  the  contro- 
versy. 

2.  Pledging  congress  to  execute  and  support  its  decision,  in 
favor  of  whichsoever  of  the  parties  the  same  may  be. 

3.  Fixing  February  1,  1780,  as  the  time  for  trial. 

4.  Declaring  it  the  duty  of  Vermont  to  abstain  from  asserting 
jurisdiction  against  persons  who  profess  to  be  citizens  of  states 
claiming  adverse  to  Vermont ;  and  that  those  states  should  sus- 
pend the  execution  of  their  laws  as  to  persons  in  Vermont  who 
deny  their  jurisdiction. 


^Eastern  Vt,  359.    ^ Early  History,  205. 
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5.  That  no  unappropriated  lands,  or  forfeited  or  confiscated 
estates,  ought  to  be  granted  or  sold  bj  Vermont.' 

In  reporting  these  resolutions  to  gov.  Clinton,  Mr.  Jay  wrote, 
September  25 : 

"  You  may  ask  why  Vermont  is  made  a  party  ?  the  reason  is 
this,  that  by  being  allowed  a  hearing,  the  candor  and  moderation 
of  congress  may  be  rescued  from  aspersions,  and  that  the  people, 
after  having  been  fully  heard,  may  have  nothing  to  say  or  com- 
plain of,  in  case  the  decision  of  congress  be  against  them,  of  which 
I  have  no  donbt,''^^ 

October  7,  Mr.  Jay  again  wrote  to  Clinton,  saying  that  "  one 
of  the  New  Hampshire  delegates  seems  much  inclined  to  the  ridge 
of  mountains  instead  of  Connecticut  river  as  the  boundary  be- 
tween us."  That  would  have  annihilated  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Jay 
confessed  that  the  line  thus  proposed  did  not  seem  to  be  im- 
politic.3 

The  resolutions  of  congress  were  communicated  by  its  presi- 
dent to  Vermont,  by  express,  and,  October  21,  the  governor  and 
council  and  assembly  of  Vermont  unanimously/  rejected  the  propo- 
sitions of  Congress ;  resolved  that  Vermont  would  support  her 
"  right  to  independence^  at  congress  and  to  the  too  rid,  in  the  char- 
actsr  of  a  free  and  independent  state  ;"  and  that  it  would  "  make 
grants  of  ally  or  any  part  of  the  unappropriated  lands  within 
their  jurisdiction "  that  would  not  interfere  with  any  former 
grants. 

October  25,  five  agents  were  chosen  to  appear  at  congress  to 
vindicate  the  right  of  Vermont  to  independence,  and  with  power 
to  agree  upon  articles  of  union  and  confederation,  and  manage  all 
affairs  of  Vermont  as  a  free  and  independent  state,  at  congress.-* 

October  28,  governor  Chittenden  appealed  to  the  president  of 
the  council  of  Massachusetts  in  behalf  of  Vermont,  and  the  reply 
was  that  the  claim  of  Massachusetts  included  southern  Vermont, 
central  and  western  New  York,  and  a  corresponding  line  of  ter- 
ritory across  the  continent  to  the  Pacific  ocean.s 

December  10,  the  governor  and  council  of  Vermont  published 
"  an  appeal  to  the  candid  world,"  which  denied  the  right  of  con- 

'  Vt.  State  Papers,  110-113.     Earhj  History,  2y()-2Jm. 

''Life  of  Jay,  Vol.  i,  92.         ^  Clinton  Papers,  and  Early  History,  307. 

*  Vt  State  Papers,  113, 114.    ''Early  History,  301. 
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gress  to  intermeddle  with  the  internal  government  of  Vermont ; 
and  declared  that  the  state  existed  independent  of  any  of  the 
thirteen  United  States,  and  was  not  accountable  to  them ;  that 
Vermont,  whenever  admitted  into  union  with  other  states,  would 
bear  its  share  of  the  burden  and  expense  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  but  would  not  ^\yq  up  the  right  of  making  their  own 
laws  and  choosing  their  own  form  of  government,  to  the  arbitra- 
ment and  determination  of  any  man,  or  any  body  of  men,  under 
heaven,' 

There  was  no  action  by  congress  on  Vermont  affairs, 
except  by  way  of  postponement,  until  June.  The  dele- 
gates of  New  York  in  Congress,  however,  were  not  idle,  nor 
were  the  New  York  adherents  in  Vermont.  Cumberland  county 
continued  to  be  disturbed  by  conflicting  jurisdictions,  in  both  civil 
and  military  affairs,  though  the  Vermont  government  made  two 
attempts,  through  committees,  to  effect  a  settlement.  While  the 
New  York  adherents  were  somewhat  discouraged  by  the  lack  of 
aid  from  both  New  York  and  congress,  they  were  not  ready  to 
yield  to  Vermont,  and  appointed  an  agent  to  attend  at  Philadel- 
phia at  their  own  expense.^  February  9  the  New  York  delegates 
in  congress  recommended  to  gov.  Clinton  an  accommodation  of  the 
dispute  tvith  New  Hampshire,  This  letter  is  not  to  be  found,  but 
there  is  a  record  that  such  a  letter  was  laid  before  the  New  York 
assembly  February  21 ;  and  a  report  thereon,  March  8,  by  Micah 
Townshend  of  Brattleboro',  one  of  the  two  delegates  in  that  body 
from  Cumberland  county,  indicates  its  purpose  to  have  been  a 
separate  settlement  with  New  Hampshire  by  dividing  Vermont  be- 
tween the  two  states.  The  report  was  adverse  for  that  time,  but 
admitted  that  at  a  future  day  the  measure  might  become  both  ex- 
pedient and  necessary.3 

The  facts  that  grants  of  land  and  sales  of  confiscated  property 
had  been  made  by  Vermont,  in  defiance  of  the  resolution  of  con- 
gress of  the  previous  September,  were  communicated  by  gov. 
Clinton,  and  June  2  congress  resolved  that  the  action  of  Vermont 
was  highly  unwarjrantable,  and  subversive  of  the  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States ;  strictly  required  Vermont  to  abstain 


» State  Papers,  116.    *  Eastern  Vermont,  367-381.    '  Early  History,  308. 
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from  all  acts  of  authority,  civil  or  military,  over  such  of  her  citi- 
zens as  profess  allegianoe  to  any  of  the  states  claiming  jurisdic- 
tion over  Vermont ;  and  engaged  to  settle  the  disputes  between 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York,  as  to  Vermont,  or 
between  such  of  them  as  shall  have  assented  to  the  resolutions  of 
September  24  and  October  2,  1779,  [thus  excluding  Massachu- 
setts and  Vermont  as  parties  in  the  case,]  as  soon  as  nine  states, 
exclusive  of  the  claiming  states,  should  be  represented  in  oon- 
gress.  June  9  the  hearing  was  postponed  to  the  second  Tuesday 
in  September,  ani  notice  to  the  states  and  persons  in  interest  or- 
dered. July  25,  by  advice  of  the  council,  gov.  Chittenden  ad- 
dressed to  the  president  of  Congress  a  pithy  remonstrance  and 
argument :  denying  the  authority  of  congress  to  destroy  Vermont 
as  an  independent  government,  either  by  dividing  it  between  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York,  as  Poland  was  divided  between  ad- 
joining kingdoms,  or  in  any  other  way ;  declaring  that  the  liberty 
and  rights  of  the  people  of  Vermont  would  not  be  surrendered ; 
defending  the  severity  to  tories,  and  the  confiscation  of  their  es- 
tates to  raise  funds,  which  had  been  faithfully  appropriated  for 
the  defense  of  the  northern  frontiers  ;  showing  that  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire  were  both  barred  from  any  part  in  the  pro- 
posed trial,  leaving  New  York  alone  as  the  claimant  against  Ver- 
mont ;  oflfering  once  more  the  union  of  Vermont  with  the  United 
States ;  and  closing  by  saying  that,  should  this  offer  be  denied, 
Vermont  ''  will  propose  the  same  to  the  legislatures  of  the  United 
States  separately^  and  take  such  other  measures  as  self-preservation 
shall  justify."  In  this  summary,  a  few  paragraphs,  specially 
touching  the  Haldimand  negotiation,  have  been  reserved  to  be 
quoted  in  full — to  wit  : 

"  By  guarding  the  frontiers,  has  this  state  secured  the  friend- 
ship of  part  of  the  private  gentlemen  and  yeomanry,  even  of 
those  states  whose  representatives,  it  seems,  are  seeking  its  de- 
struction, but,  having  the  general  approbation  of  disinterested 
states,  this  people  are,  undoubtedly,  in  a  condition  to  maintain 
government;  but  should  they  be  deceived  in  such  connexions, 
yet,  as  they  are  not  included  in  the  thirteen  United  States,  but 
conceive  themselves  to  be  a  separate  body,  they  would  still  have 
in  their  power  other  advantages ;  for  they  are^  if  necessitated  to 
it,  at  liberty  to  offer ^  or  aceejit^  terms  of  cessation  of  hostilities 
with  Cheat  Britain^  without  the  approbation  of  any  other  man 
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or  body  of  mea :  for,  on  proviso  that  neither  congress,  nor  the 
legislatures  of  those  states  which  they  represent,  will  support 
Vermont  in  her  independence,  but  devote  her  to  the  usurped  gov- 
ernment of  any  other  power,  she  has  not  the  most  distant  motive 
to  continue  hostilities  with  Great  Britain,  and  maintain  an  impor- 
tant frontier  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  for  no  other 
reward  than  the  ungrateful  one  of  being  enslaved  by  them.  True, 
Vermont  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  war  subsisting  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  under  an  expectation  of  se- 
curing her  liberties ;  considering  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  to 
make  laws  to  bind  the  colonists  in  all  cases  whatsover,  without 
their  consent,  to  be  an  abridgement  of  the  natural  rights  of  man- 
kind :  and  it  appears  that  the  said  resolves  [of  congress]  of  the  2d 
and  9th  of  June,  are  equally  arl}itrary,  and  that  they  furnish  equal 
motives  to  the  citizens  of  Vermont  to  resist  the  one  as  the  other ; 
for,  if  the  United  States  have  departed  from  the  virtuous  principles 
upon  which  they  first  commenced  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
have  assumed  to  themselves  the  power  of  usurping  the  rights  of 
Vermont,  it  is  time,  high  time,  for  her  seriously  to  consider  what 
she  is  fighting  for,  and  to  what  purpose  she  has  been,  more  than 
five  years  last  past,  spilling  the  blood  of  her  bravest  sons." 

This  letter  was  read  in  congress  September  12,  and  on  the  same 
day  the  case  was  deferred  to  the  19th.  On  that  day  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  notified  to  attend  at  the  evening  session  :  Ira 
Allen  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  [agents  for  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont;] Luke  Knowlton,  [agent  for  the  New  York  adherents  in 
Vermont;]  and  Peter  Olcott,  [appointed  agent,  with  Bezaleel 
Woodward,  for  the  towns  in  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  favora- 
ble to  annexing  the  whole  of  Vermont  to  New  Hampshire,  or  of 
dividing  the  state  between  New  Hampshire  and  New  York.]  On 
that  day,  and  on  tlie  20th,  these  agents  all  being  present,  the 
claim  of  New  York  was  presented ;  and  on  the  27th,  the  agents 
of  Vermont  not  being  present,  the  claim  of  New  Hampshire  was 
presented.  The  agents  of  Vermont  withdrew  as  soon  as  the  tes- 
timony and  arguments  for  New  York  had  been  heard,  and  they 
were  highly  indignant  on  discovering  that  congress  was  adjudicat- 
ing the  very  existence  of  Vermont,  without  waiting  for  her  con- 
sent or  condescending  to  consider  her  as  a  party.' 


'  StaU  Papers.  116-124. 
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The  secretary  of  congress  called  on  the  Vermont  agents,  when 
their  absence  had  been  observed,  and  requested  them  to  attend, 
and  they  refused.  He  then  requested  to  know  what  report  he 
should  make,  and  they  replied,  that  while  congress  sat  as  a  court 
of  judicatory  authorized  hy  the  claiming  states  ex  parte  ^  and  Ver- 
mant  was  not  put  on  an  equal  footing,  they  should  not  again 
darken  the  doors  of  congress.  On  the  22d,  the  agents  for  Ver- 
mont presented  a  remonstrance,  in  the  spirit  of  the  above  reply, 
and  on  the  27th  congress  postponed  further  consideration  of  the 
matter.'  It  was  not  resumed  until  after  the  Haldimand  negotia- 
tion had  been  in  full  progress,  and  then  it  was  brought  to  bear 
powerfully  upon  congress. 


VERMONT'S   APPEAL   FROM   CONGRESS    TO   THE    NEIGHBORING   STATES. 

Pursuant  to  notice  to  congress  given  by  gov.  Chittenden,  Sep- 
tember 25,  Vermont  appealed  from  congress  to  the  neighboring 
states  of  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
and  Rhode  Island,  proposing  an  Alliance  and  Confederation  for 
mutual  defence,  independent  of  congress  and  of  the  other  states. 
Gov.  Chittenden  made  "  a  positive  demand  "  on  New 

Nov.  22. 

York  "  to  give  up  and  fully  relinquish  their  claims  of 
jurisdiction  "  over  Vermont,  and  proposing  to  join  in  a  solid 
union  with  her  "  for  mutual  defense  against  the  British  forces 
which  invade  the  American  states,  particularly  such  part  [Haldi- 
mand's]  as  make  incursions  on  the  frontiers  of  the  states  from 
the  province  of  Quebec." 

Dec  12  ^^^'  Chittenden  to  gov.  Trumbull  of  Connecticut : 
"  I  proceed  to  propose  an  Alliance  and  permanent  Con- 
federation bettveen  the  states  of  Connecticut  and  Vermont  against 
the  hostile  attempt  of  British  fower,  on  such  conditions  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  for  the  mutual  advantage  and  security  of  the  Liberty 
and  Independence  of  the  two  states  respectively.  Similar  pro- 
posals are  made  to  the  legislatures  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  by  this  government,  and  also  a  demand  on  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  of  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and 

^Hist.  Collect.,  Vol.  i,  409-412.    Early  History,  312-318. 
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Massachusetts  Bay,  to  relinquish  their  claims  of  jurisdiction  to 
Vermont,  with  proposals  to  unite  with  them  in  a  like  tmion.^^^ 

Gov.  Clinton  communicated  eov.  Chittenden's  letter 

1781 

Feb.  5.    *^  ^^^  assembly  of  New  York,  characterizing  it  as  inso- 
lent in  its  nature  and  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  the 
state  and  its  interests,  and  tending  to  subvert  the  authority  of 
congress. 

Impelled  by  the  perils  of  the  state  and  of  the  country 
and  the  desires  of  many  citizens  of  the  part  of  New 
York  which  adjoins  Vermont,  the  Senate  of  New  York  adopted 
a  series  of  resolutions  for  an  adjustment  of  the  controversy  by 
recognizing  the  independence  of  Vermont.  To  these  resolutions 
there  was  but  one  dissenting  vote. 

In  the  New  York  assembly  debate  arose  as  to  whether 
the  house  would  then  proceed  to  consider  the  [above- 
mentioned]  resolutions  of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative.  Upon  the  declaration  of  this  vote,  the  secretary  of 
the  governor  announced  a  message  from  the  governor,  that  if  the 
assembly  should  favor  these  resolutions,  he  would  prorogue  them  ; 
and  this  threat  preveoted  their  adoption.* 


THE  CONDITION  OP  VERMONT  AND  THE  COUNTRY. 

Prom  the  invasion  of  Burgoyne  in  July  1777  till  the  Haldi- 
mand  negotiation  in  1781,  the  northern  limit  of  habitation  in  Ver- 
mont west  of  the  Green  Mountains  was  Pittsford ;  and  on  the 
east  side,  Newbury  and  its  vicinity,  with  settlers  scattered  on  the 
bank  of  Connecticut  river  into  the  present  county  of  Essex — 
about  one-third  of  the  area  of  the  state.  At  the  opening  of  the 
October  session  of  the  general  assembly  in  1780,  only  forty-four 
towns  were  represented,  being  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  present 
number ;  and  of  the  forty-four  then  represented,  were  six  of  the 
the  ten  towns  in  Cumberland  county  whose  "  committees,"  July 
23,  1779,  had  petitioned  congress  against  Vermont.^  All  the 
rest  of  the  state  was  as  open  to  the  British  and  their  Indian  allies 


*  These  letters  to  New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut,  will  ap- 
pear in  full  in  The  HfMimand  Papers. 

*  Early  History,  329-333.       '  Eastern  Vermont,  369. 
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as  to  Vermonters,  and  through  that  territory  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy  were  made  : — in  November  1778,  plundering,  burning,  and 
destroying  property  of  every  description  as  far  south  as  Ticonde- 
roga;*  in  1780  to  Bethel,  Barnard,  and  Royal  ton,  alarming  the 
inhabitants  of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  in  the  valley  of  the 
Connecticut  river;  and  to  Poacham  in  1781.^  April  1778,  Warn- 
er's regiment  and  all  the  regular  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the 
state,  and  from  that  time  Vermont  was  left  to  her  own  resources 
for  protection.3 

The  condition  of  Vermont  in  the  spring  of  1779  is 
best  set  forth  by  official  documents. 

Q-ovemor  Chittenden  to  General  Washington.* 

Bennington,  6  March,  1779. 

Sir : — I  am  directed,  by  my  council  and  the  general  assembly 
of  this  state,  to  recommend  to  your  excellency  the  present  un- 
happy situation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  frontiers  of 
this  state,  and  to  pray  your  excellency's  interposition  for  their  fu- 
ture relief. 

The  contiguous  situation  of  those  inhabitants  to  the  enemy  has 
rendered  their  safety  peculiarly  uncertain  from  the  first  commence- 
ment of  the  present  war.  The  many  alarms,  occasioned  by  the 
approaches  of  the  enemy,  have  kept  its  inhabitants  in  such  a  fluc- 
tuating condition  as  has  rendered  it  impracticable  for  them  to 
have  secured  any  considerable  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  their  families  beforehand.  The  encroachments  of  the 
army,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-general  Burgoyue,  into 
this  state,  in  the  year  1777,  their  daring  attempt  to  destroy  this 
town  and  the  public  stores  then  deposited  here,  commanded  the 
attention  as  well  as  the  most  vigorous  exertions  of  those  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  although  there  were  at  that  time  very  plentiful  crops 
of  grain,  corn,  hay,  &c.,  on  the  ground,  yet  the  enemy  prevented 
the  inhabitants  from  securing  any  considerable  part  of  it. 

By  their  continuing  in  service,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
general  Burgoyne  to  a  submission,  the  season  of  the  year  was  so 
far  advanced  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  those  inhabitants  to 
make  the  necessary  preparations  for  a  winter  crop  of  grain,  on 
which  they  have  had  the  greatest  dependence  since  the  first  set- 

» Early  History,  2T2.      ^  Eastern  Vermont,  382-31)1),  404-4()(). 
^  Early  History,  272. 

*  Correspondence  of  the  Berolution,  Letters  to  \Vashin(jtoii,  Vol.  ii,  258  ; 
and  Journals  of  Council,  1770  to  1780,  251). 
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tlement  of  this  part  of  the  country.  They  are,  therefore,  the 
principal  part  of  them,  reduced  to  an  Indian  cake,  in  scant  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  their  families ;  and  by  the  destruction 
of  their  sheep  by  the  enemy,  and  their  loss  of  them  otherwise, 
as  well  as  their  flax,  their  bellies  and  backs  have  become  co-suf- 
ferei*s. 

In  this  deplorable  situation,  may  it  please  your  excellency,  they 
remain  firm  and  unshaken,  and  being  generally  well  armed  and 
accoutred,  are  ready,  on  any  sudden  emergency,  and  on  the  short- 
est notice,  to  face  and  encounter  their  inveterate  foe  undaunted  ; 
but,  on  viewing  their  present  circumstances,  it  may  be  your  ex- 
cellency may  l)e  prevailed  on  to  make  such  provision  for  the  se- 
curity of  those  frontiers  (which  are  no  less  so  to  three  otlier 
states,)  as  to  prevent  the  fatal  necessity  of  continuing  those  in- 
habitants in  constant  service  the  ensuing  summer. 

With  this  will  be  communicated  a  copy  of  brigadier-general 
[James]  Clinton's  letter  of  the  2oth  ultimo,  by  which  your  ex- 
cellency will  perceive  his  readiness  to  grant  every  relief  in  his 
power.'  In  consequence  of  his  advice,  1  have  ordered  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  company  of  militia  therein  named,  and  an  addi- 
tion of  fifty  men,  exclusive  of  oflBcers,  to  join  them  immediately. 

If,  after  all  that  has  been  exhibited  on  this  subject,  it  should  be 
found  inconsistent  to  adopt  any  other  measures  in  the  case,  I  de- 
sire an  order  may  be  granted  for  the  subsistence  and  pay  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  that  may  be  found  necessary  to  be  raised 
from  time  to  time,  within  this  state,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  bearer  hereof,  Joseph  Fay,  Esq.,  in  whose  attachment  to 
the  common  cause  your  excellency  may  repose  the  greatest  confi- 
dence, will  be  able  to  give  any  further  intelligence  in  the  prem- 
ises, and  particularly  wait  any  advice  or  directions  your  excellency 
may  please  to  communicate. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Chittenden. 

February  26,  the  governor  and  council  "  voted  colonel  Ethan 
Allen  to  wait  [write]  general  Washington  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
situation  of  affairs  relative  to  the  defence  of  the  northern  frontiers 
of  this  state. "^    Accordingly  Allen  wrote  as  follows  : 

*  Geu.  Clinton's  letter  authorized  gov.  Chittenden  to  raise  men,  from 
which  the  governor  inferred  that  the  men  so  mised  would  be  supported 
out  of  the  continental  store  —  the  '*  relief"  which  gov.  Chittenden  a^^ked 
of  Washington. — (Too.  Chittetiden  to  Eiwch  Woodhridge,  C.  (7.,  [Commis- 
sary General,]  Journals  Council^  1770  to  1780,  259. 

-Joumah  of  Council^  1776  to  1780,  255. 
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Ethan  Allen  to  General  Washington.^ 

March,  1779. 

Sir: — The  fifth  campaign  drawing  near  towards  opening,  and 
Lake  Champlain  (from  the  last  intelligence)  being  broke  up,  and 
the  enemy's  ships  of  force  and  scouting  parties  every  day  expected 
down  the  Lake,  which  may  annoy  and  massacre  the  frontier  in- 
habitants, has  given  rise  to  great  uneasiness,  as  the  frontier  is  but 
weakly  guarded  and  widely  extended,  which  has  induced  the 
Governor  of  this  infant  State,  with  the  advice  of  his  Council  and 
House  of  Assembly,  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  true  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Inhabitants. 

From  the  facts  your  Excellency  will  be  able,  with  equal  justice, 
to  adjust  matters  in  this  part  of  the  Northern  department,  and 
grant  such  relief  as  shall  be  adequate  to  their  necessitous  condition. 

Undoubtedly  your  Excellency  will  readily  conceive  that  this 
part  of  the  Country  have  done  more  than  their  adequate  proportion 
in  the  war,  and  though  they  are  greatly  reduced  as  to  materials 
to  maintain  standing  forces,  yet  on  sudden  emergencies  the  Militia 
is  able  and  willing  to  face  any  equal  number  of  the  enemy,  pro- 
vided they  should  have  no  other  reward  but  the  satisfaction  of 
defeating  them. 

Ethan  Allen. 

General  WaBhinyton, 

No  answer  to  these  letters  has  been  found,  though  one  was 
given  (possibly  verbal)  to  Mr.  Fay ;  and  most  probably,  if  so,  to 
the  cfifect  that  a  scheme  was  in  contemplation  to  occupy  the  Brit- 
ish troops  by  an  invasion  of  Canada  through  the  Coos  country, 
lake  Champlain,  or  Ontario.  The  letter  preceding  Chittenden's 
in  Sparks's  collection  was  from  gen.  Gates  on  that  scheme.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  that  scheme  was  abandoned  ;  Washington  could  not 
and  did  not  give  even  the  small  relief  asked,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  Vermont  supplied  both  provisions  and  "  continental  pay " 
to  men  in  the  service. 

February  25,  1779,  the  assembly  of  Vermont  constituted  the 
governor  and  council  a  board  of  war,  with  full  power  to  raise  any 
number  of  men  that  they  should  think  necessary  for  the  defense 
of  the  frontiers.  March  12  the  board  resolved  that  "  the  west 
line  of  Castleton  and  the  west  and  north  lines  of  Pittsford  to  the 


*  Etlian  Allen  Paper. %  ms.,  281. 
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foot  of  the  green  mountain,  be  established  as  a  line  between  the 
inhabitants  of  the  state  and  the  enemy,"  and  the  inhabitants  north 
of  that  line  were  directed  to  move  south.  Picket  forts  were 
erected  at  Pittsford  and  Castleton,  and  garrisons  maintained  in 
them  and  at  Rutland  ;  these  garrisons  being  supplied  by  drafts 
from  the  militia,  and  sometimes  bodies  of  the  militia  were  called 
out  en  masse. ^ 

Congress  was  powerless  to  support  the  continental  army ;  Wash- 
ington could  give  no  aid  to  defend  the  northern  frontiers  of 
Vermont  and  New  York,  and  hardly  keep  his  army  in  the  field 
any  where. 

^-g^  January  8,  Washington  wrote  to  the  magistrates  of 

New  Jersey :  "  The  present  situation  of  the  army,  with 
respect  to  provisions,  is  the  most  distressing  of  any  we  have  ex- 
perienced since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  For  a  fortnight  past 
the  troops,  both  officers  and  men,  have  been  almost  perishing  for 
want."" 

To  major-general  Howe  :  "  It  is  lamentable  that  we 
April  29.  should  be  obliged  to  suffer  such  distresses  as  we  do  every- 
where. Those  we  feel  here  [Morristown]  are  not  inferior 
to  yours  ;  we  are  constantly  on  the  point  of  starving  for  want  of 
provisions  and  forage.  A  deficiency  of  money  is  the  cause,  and 
a  cause  for  which  the  present  situation  of  affairs  renders  it  infin- 
itely difficult  to  provide  a  remedy.  We  are  at  a  most  delicate 
crisis.     I  dread  with  you  the  consequences."^ 

To  the  president  of  congress :  "  It  is  with  infinite 
May  27.  pain  I  inform  congress,  that  we  are  reduced  again  to  a 
situation  of  extremity  for  want  of  meat.  *  *  Such 
reiterated,  constant  instances  of  want  are  too  much  for  the  sol- 
diery, and  cannot  but  lead  to  alarming  consequences.  Accord- 
ingly, two  regiments  of  the  continental  line  mutinied.  They  are 
in  as  great  distress  at  West  Point ;  and,  by  a  letter  from  colonel 
Van  Schaick  at  Albany,  he  informs  me,  that  the  garrison  at  fort 
Schuyler  had  then  only  a  month's  supply  on  hand."-* 

To  the  president  of  Pennsylvania :  "  Nothing  could 
May  28.    be  more  necessary   than   the   aid  given  by  your  state 
towards  supplying  us  with   provisions.     I  assure  you, 
every  idea  you  can  form  of  our  distress  will  fall  short  of  the  real- 
ity.    *     *     Indeed,  I  have  almost  ceased  to  hope.     The  country 


'  Early  History,  284,  2a5.     'Life  and  Writings.  Vol.  vi,  430. 
*IAfs  and  Writings,  Vol.  vii,  25.    *Sam^,  Vol.  vn,  54-50. 
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in  general  is  in  such  a  state  of  insensibility  and  indifference  to  its 
interests,  that  I  dare  not  flatter  myself  with  any  change  for  tlio 
better."' 

28  ^^  ^^^  president  of  congress:  The  "  enclosed  copy  of 
°  *  a  circular  letter  to  the  states  respectively  will  inform 
congress  the  extremity  of  our  present  necessities,  and  the  shock- 
ing consequences  that  are  resulting  from  them."  In  a  note  Mr. 
Sparks  said  the  circular  described  the  distresses  of  the  army  for 
want  of  provisions,  and  the  hopeless  prospect  of  obtaining  timely 
or  effectual  relief.  =* 

Brig.  gen.  Wayne  to  Washington :  "  The  most  gen- 
Jarf  ^2     ^^^^  ^°^  unhappy  mutiny  suddenly  took  place  in  the 

Pennsylvania  militia,  about  nine  o'clock  last  night."^ 
"  Their  complaints  were,  that  many  soldiers  had  been  detained 
beyond  the  term  of  enlistment;  that  the  arrearages  of  pay  and 
the  depreciation  had  not  been  made  up ;  and  that  they  were  suf- 
fering every  privation  for  want  of  money  and  clothes."'* 

Washington  to  brig.  gen.  Knox,  after  describing  the 
Jan.  o.    destitution  of  the  northern  army:  ''I  have  •been  speak- 
ing of  the  destitution  of  the  northern  army- only.     Gen- 
eral Greene  represents  the  southern  as  literally  naked. "^ 

A  part  of  the  New  Jersey  troops  mutinied ;  and  the 

Jan.  20.  .    ^  ,  ,       -.r  1  A 

mutmy  was  suppressed  by  Massachusetts  troops. 

Washington  to  colonel  John  Laurens,  at  Paris :  "  We 
April  9.  are  at  this  hour  suspended  in  the  balance ;  not  from 
choice,  but  from  hard  and  absolute  necessity  ;  and  you 
may  rely  on  it  as  a  fact,  that  we  cannot  transport  the  provisions 
from  the  states  in  which  they  are  assessed  to  the  army,  because  we 
cannot  pay  the  teamsters,  who  will  no  longer  work  for  certificates. 
It  is  equally  certain,  that  our  troops  are  approaching  fast  to  nak- 
edness, and  that  we  have  nothing  to  clothe  them  with  ;  that  our 
liospitals  are  without  medicines,  and  our  sick  without  nutriment 
except  such  as  well  men  eat ;  and  that  our  public  works  are  at 
a  stand,  and  the  artificers  disbanding.  But  why  need  I  run  into 
detail,  when  it  may  be  declared  in  a  word,  that  we  are  at  the 
end  of  our  tether,  and  that  now  or  never  our  deliverance  must 
come. "7 

In  a  circular  letter  to  the  eastern  states  Washington 

Muy  10.   wrote :  ''  From  the  post  of  Saratoga  to  that  of  Dobb's 

Ferry  inclusive,  I  believe  there  is  not,  (by  the  returns 

and  reports  I  have  received)  at  this  moment  one  day-»  supply  of 

*  Life  and  Writings,  Vol.  vii,  oS.  *  Same,  178.   '  Cor.  of  Rev.,  Vol.  in,  192. 

*  Life  and  \Vriti)igs^  Vol.  vii,  351 — note  by  Sparks.     *  Same,  355. 

*  Jrving's  Wa^^hington,  Vol.  iv,221, 222.    ^  Life  and  Writiiiga,  Vol.  viri,7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Action  of  Vermont,  41 

meat  for  the  army  on  hand.  Our  whole  dependence  for  this  arti- 
cle is  on  the  eastern  states  ;  their  resources  I  am  persuaded  are 
ample."' 


ACTION  OF  VERMONT, 

JANUARY   14,  1780,  TO   MAY   20,1781. 

While  the  prospect  of  tlie  country  was  the  gloomiest,  its  great 
leader  almost  in  despair,  and  Vermont  was  embarrassed  by  ene- 
mies on  every  side,  she  was  thrown  upon  her  own  resources ;  but 
the  leaders  of  Vermont  accepted  the  difiScult  task  and  nobly  dis- 
charged it.  Of  this  the  official  records  give  ample  proof.  One 
of  the  first  acts  was  a  refusal  to  apply  to  general  Washington  to 
order  Warners  regiment,  or  other  troops,  to  Vermont  for  its 
defense ;  perhaps  out  of  ^  shade  of  indignation  at  a  rebuff  just 
received  from  a  continental  officer,  which  was  neceamrily  approved 
by  Washington,  though  dou])tless  he  would  have  been  glad  if  he 
could  have  avoided  it. 

Thomas  Chittenden  to  Colonel  Van  Sehaiek,  at  Albany,  — 
[Abstract.] 

Bennington,  January  14,  1780. 
1780.  Informs  him  that  in  consequence  of  anticipated   in- 

Jan.  14.  cursions  from  Canada,  he  had  ordered  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  exclusive  of  officers,  raised  to  serve  till  1st  of  Decem- 
ber;  asking  for  provisions,  and  also  for  snow-shoes,  camp-kettles, 
ic,  which  he  is  informed  are  in  the  continental  stores  at  Albany. 
He  will  stand  accountable  to  see  them  returned,  or  their  value. 

Albany,  January  16, 1780. 
Sir:  —  Your  letter  of   the  14th  inst.    I   received  yesterday. 
Your  request  for  provisions,  &c.,  for  men  called  into  service  by 

*  Life  and  Writings,  Vol.  viii,  .'$(*».  This  compliment  to  the  resources 
of  New  England  by  Washington  wa.*<  subsequently  extended  by  him  to 
her  patriotism.  Writing  to  Joseph  Jones  on  a  suggestion  that  the  army 
should  be  used  against  Vermont,  he  asked  :  "  By  whom  is  that  district  of 
country  principally  settled  V  And  of  whom  Ls  your  present  army  (I  do 
not  confine  the  question  to  this  part  of  it,  but  will  extend  it  to  the  whole,) 
composed  ?  The  answers  are  evident, — New  England  men." — Life 
and  WriUn{/s,  Vol.  viii,  38.S. 
6 
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an  authority  which  I  as  an  officer  in  the  army  of  the  thirteen 
United  States  am  not  at  liberty  to  acknowledge,  would  expose  me 
to  the  loss  of  my  commission  —  at  least  subject  me  to  the  censure 
of  my  superiors  ;  and  as  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  me  to  risk 
either,  I  shall  decline  giving  any  orders  on  the  occasion  until  I 
learn  the  pleasure  of  his  excellency  the  commander-in-chief,  to 
whom  I  shall  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

G.  V.  SCHAICK. 

January  26,  1780.  Van  Schaick's  conduct  approved  by  gen. 
Washington.* 

In  Council  :  A  petition  signed  by  Jacob  Ruback  and 
Feb.  29.   others,  a  committee  in  behalf  of  three  hundred  inhabi- 
tants of  tlie  northern  frontiers  of  this  state,  and  directed 
to  his  excellency  general  Washington,  praying  for  relief  by  grant- 
ing col.  Warner's  regiment  or  troops  to  guard  said  frontiers,  being 
read  and  the  subject  thereof  debated  on^  a  vote  was  called  thereon 
whether  they   approve   of  said   petition   being  sent  to   general 
Washington  or  not,  which  passed  unanimously  in  the  negative. 
Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  vote  be  sent  to  colonel  Warner. 
Attest,  Joseph  Fay,  Sec'y,^ 

The  general  assembly  passed  statutes  for  the  follow- 
ing purposes : 

''  Impowering  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  towns  in  this 
state  to  tax  themselves  for  certain  occasions :"  to  wit,  as  per  pre- 
amble, "  to  raise  sums  of  money  for  the  carrying  on  the  war,  to 
purchase  ammunition  for  town  stock,  to  support  the  poor,  and 
many  other  purposes  which  they  may  find  necessary." 

"To  prevent  transporting  provisions  out  of  this  state." 
The  preamble  to  this  act  is  abridged  in  Slade's  State  Papers^ 
and  is  therefore  given  entire  from  the  council  journal : 

"  Whereas,  it  is  found  that  large  quantities  of  provisions  arc 
continually  exported  out  of  this  state,  which  if  not  immediately 
prevented  will  render  it  impracticable  to  furnish  the  troops  raised 
for  the  defense  of  the  northern  frontiers,  as  also  prevent  the 
purchasing  commissaries  procuring  the  necessary  provisions  in 
this  department  for  the  use  of  the  army  :  Therefore,  be  it  en- 
acted," &c. 

This  act  was  to  expire  August  15  following,  and  was  re-enacted 
in  October  and  extended  until  the  close  of  the  February  session, 
1781. 

>  Leiiev  Book  B,,  Vol.  ix,  79.    *  Journals  of  Council,  1776  to  1780,  287. 
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The  last  act  of  this  session  on  war  measures  was — *'  Regulating 
the  choice  of  field  and  staflf  officers."' 

In  Council  :  "  Resolved^  that  whereas  the  continenUil 
June  9.    pay  duc  to  the  troops  who  served  the  last  season  in  this 
state  cannot  be  obtained  of  the  continent^ — That  the  treas- 
urer of  this  state  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  advance  the 
money  to  Noah  Smith,  Esq.,  paymaster,  to  discharge  the  same.''^" 

In  Council  :  "  Whereas,  it  is  represented  to  this 
July  5.  council  that  many  of  the  soldiers  which  have  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  this  state,  who  are  [in]  the  fortresses  of 
IMttsford  and  Castleton,  are  at  this  time  destitute  of  proper  cloth- 
ing for  a  campaign  ;  and  whereas,  it  is  also  represented  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  as  also  other  towns  in  this  state,  are 
willing  to  let  them  have  such  clothing  as  they  want,  provided  it 
would  l)e  approved  on  by  this  council  and  they  could  be  paid  : 

'*  It  is  therefore  recommended  by  this  council,  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  several  towns  in  this  state  to  furnish  their  respective 
soldiers  with  such  clothing  as  soon  as  they  can  conveniently,  and 
take  their  orders  on  the  treasurer  of  this  state  for  the  pay,  to  be 
deducted  out  of  their  wages."^ 

In  Council:  ^'' Renolved,  That  captain  Giles  Wolcott 
Oct,  13.    be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  commissary  to  purchase 
or  procure  and  forward  on  provision  to  the  militia  who 
are  collected  and  collected  [collecting]  in  this  present  alarm. "^ 

In  Council:  *'To  captain  Giles  Wolcott:  You  are 
Oct.  18     hereby  appointed  purchasing  commissary  for  the  time 
being  to  purchase  provisions  of  every  kind,  and  to  trans- 
port the  same  to  such  place  or  places  as  may  be  necessary  to  sup- 
ply the  militia  in  the  present  alarm,  and  you  are  hereby  empowered 
to  pledge  the  faith  of  this  state  for  the  payment  of  all  such  con- 
tracts ;  and  in  case  of  necessity  you  are  further  hereby  empow- 
ered to  seize  such  provision  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  impress 
teams,  horses,  and  carriages  to  forward  such  provisions  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  militia  that  may  be  in  the  service.     You  will  keep 
regular  accounts  in  your  proceedings  in  order  for  settlement. 
"  By  order  of  council, 

Thomas  Chittenden,  Gov, 

"  A  similar  appointment  to  the  above  issued  to  captain  Samuel 
Billings  as  assistant  to  captain  Wolcott. "^ 

'  StaU  Papers,  396,  397.     ^Journals  of  Council,  1776  to  1780,  304. 
'  Journals  of  Council  1T76  to  1780,  305.     *  Same,  311.    "  Same,  311. 
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In  Council  :  '*  Geiitleraeii  of  the  general  assembly : 
Oct.  14.  This  council  have  had  so  much  business  in  forwarding 
assistance  to  the  frontiers  that  they  have  not  had  time 
sufficient  to  arrange  the  whole  of  the  business  that  will  likely  be 
laid  before  you  this  session ;  shall  therefore  at  this  time  lay  be- 
fore you  the  following  for  your  present  consideration,  viz.:  1st, 
the  ways  and  means  of  supplying  the  treasury  and  securing  the 
frontiers  ;  2d,  the  procuring  provision  and  ammunition  for  the 
year  ensuing ;  8d,  the  taking  some  effectual  measures  for  the  se- 
curing such  lands  as  have  heretofore  been  and  hereafter  may  be 
confiscated  to  the  use  of  this  state ;  4th,  the  making  such  resolves 
as  will  quiet  the  ancient  settlers  ;  oth,  the  making  such  resolutions 
concerning  the  unsettled  rights  of  lands  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore granted  as  will  appear  just  and  reasonable  and  be  a  means  of 
bringing  forward  the  settlement  of  the  unsettled  towns  within  the 
lines ;  and  any  other  matters  as  they  shall  occur  from  time  to 
time  [will]  be  laid  before  you  for  consideration. 

"  By  order  of  council, 

''Thomas  Chittenden,  Governor,'^''' 

The  committee  on   the  defense  of  the   frontiers   re- 

oct.  16.    ported  that  there  were  two  hundred  and  thirty  men  in 

the  garrisons,  and  that  four  hundred  in  addition  ouglit 

to  be  raised  immediately  for  six  weeks'  service  unless  sooner  dis- 

cliarged.     Report  accepted.'' 

Board  of  war  elected  in  joint  assembly,  to  wit :  Tim- 
Oct.  17.    othy  Brownson,  Ira  Allen,  Samuel  Robinson,  Joseph 
Bowker,  Stephen  Pearle,  John  Fassett,  Benjamin  Wait, 
Samuel  Fletcher,  Thomas  Murdock.^ 

In  Assembly  :  The  committee  api>ointed  to  take  into 
Nov.  3.    consideration  the  petition  of  col.  Warner  and  lieut.  col. 
Safford,  [of  Warner's  regiment  in  the  continental  xer- 
rice^']  brought  in  the  following  report,  viz.: 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  col.  Seth  Warner 
ije  paid  fifty  pounds  lawful  money,  and  all  officers  and  soldiers  of 
said  regiment,  that  were  inhabitants  of  this  state  when  they  engaged 
in  said  regiment,  in  proportion  to  their  continental  pay,  as  part  of 
the  depreciation  of  the  wages  of  said  regiment ;  and  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  by  this  asseml)ly  to  confer  witli  a  committee 
of  the  officers  of  said  regiment  and  see  what  is  due  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  said  regiment,  and  report  to  the  next  session 
of  this  assembly,  that  ihe  state  may  be  enabled  to  settle  with  said 
regiment. 

'^Signed  per  order,         Timothy  Buownson,  Chairman.''^ 

^  Aascmbly  Journal^  1778-17i<4,  127.    -  /i?a//u,  12'J.    ^  Same,  132. 
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The  aforesaid  report  was  accepted,  and  ordered  that  a  commit- 
tee of  three  be  appointed  for  said  office.' 

Resolved  J  That  the  members  of  the  Board  of  War  be 
Nov.  6.  a,jj  i\iQy  are  hereby  directed  to  meet  at  some  suitable 
time  and  place  to  choose  their  pi-esident  and  secretary, 
which  president  shall  have  full  power  to  call  together  the  mem- 
bers of  said  board  with  the  advice  of  one  or  moi-e  of  tlie  mem- 
bers, and  as  often  as  may  be  found  necessary,  their  secretary  to 
keep  fair  records  of  all  proceedings  ;  and  the  duty  of  said  board 
shall  be  to  examine  into  every  necessary  measure  to  be  prosecuted 
for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers  of  this  state,  and  recommend  to 
the  captain-general  of  said  state  the  raising  any  number  of  men 
and  for  such  term  of  time  as  they  may  judge  proper,  (not  exceed- 
ing nine  months,)  and  further  shall  have  full  power  to  appoint 
proper  officers  to  command  such'  men  so  raised,  and  to  call  out 
the  militia  in  suclrnumbers  and  proportions  from  time  to  time  as 
may  be  found  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  frontiers.  They 
will  receive  and  examine  the  monthly  returns  of  the  commissaries 
of  the  purchases  and  issues,  and  likewise  from  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  troops  ;  and  order  all  kinds  of  stores  prepared  for 
the  use  of  said  state  to  l»e  transported  in  such  (piantities,  at  such 
times,  and  to  such  fort  or  garrison  as  they  find  necessary  by  said 
returns.''^ 

Oct.  12-Nov.  8.  Among  the  acts  of  the  general  assembly  were  the 
following : 

'*  Directing  what  money  and  bills  of  credit  shall  be  a  legal 
currency  in  this  state." 

"  Appointing  and  impowering  commissioners  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  forfeited  estates,  and  the  better  regulating  the  same." 

"  For  the  purpose  of  procuring  provision  for  the  troops  to  be 
employed  in  this  state  for  the  year  ensuing."  This  act  refpiired 
72,781  pounds  of  good  beef,  8(>,881»  pounds  of  good  salted  pork, 
218,301>  pounds  of  merchantal)le  wheat  Hour,  and  80<>8  bushels 
of  rye,  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  towns,  to  which  fixed  (pian- 
tities  were  apportioned,  and  to  l)e  paid  by  the  selectmen  in  the 
articles,  or  an  e<iuivalent  in  silver  or  paper  currency.  Wherever 
the  selectmen  of  any  town  failed  to  comply,  and  in  towns  which 
had  no  selectmen,  the  articles  could  be  seized  on  a  warrant  from 
the  governor.  Any  surplus  of  provisions  was  to  be  exchanged 
''  for  inim,  salt,  powder,  lead,  or  other  necessaries  for  the  army." 

'^  In  addition  to  the  last  paragraph  of  an  act  entitled  '  an  act 
against  high  treason.'  " 

*'  Against  inimical  conduct." 

*  Aastmhhj  Journal^  1778-1784, 150.     -  !Samc,  158. 
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"  For  the  removing  disaffected  persons  from  the  frontiers  of 
this  state." 

"  Articles,  rules,  and  regulations,  for  preserving  order  and 
good  government  and  discipline  among  the  militia  and  other 
forces  of  this  state  when  called  to  actual  service  for  the  defense 
and  security  of  the  same,  and  when  called  upon  with  respect  to 
going  into  service,  <fec."  Twenty-six  articles  as  to  duties  of  offi- 
cers and  men,  and  fifteen  articles  as  to  courts  martial. 

'*  An  act  to  libel  confiscated  estates."  The  preamble  recites 
sufficiently  the  intent  and  purpose  of  this  act:  "  Whereas,  many 
persions,  heretofore  possessed  of  real  and  personal  projjerty  in 
this  state,  have  joined  the  open  enemies  of  this  and  the  United 
States,  and,  by  their  treasonable  conduct,  have  justly  forfeited 
their  estates  to  the  good  people  of  this  state  ;  to  the  intent,  there- 
fore, that  the  same  may  be  lega,lly  condemned,  and  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  people  of  this  state,  to  enable  ihem  vigorously  to 
prosecute  the  irar  lu/aiast  Great  Britain^  in  conjunction  with  the 
United  States^  be  it  enacted,  ^'^-"^ 

In  Council  :   "  Rules   and   regulations  directing  in 
Dec.  KJ.    ^^hat  manner  the  troops  employed  in  tlic  service  of  this 
state  shall  be  paid,"  were  reported.     [These  rules  pro- 
vided for  a  paymaster  and  pay-rolls.] 

"  And  whereas  there  is  now  a  number  of  troops  in  service  and 
others  that  have  been  discharged  which  are  not  yet  paid  for  their 
services,  it  is  further  Reso'ved,  that  all  such  troops  shall  be  paid 
by  the  paymaster  in  the  same  manner  as  is  prescribed  by  the  fore- 
going resolutions  "  [regulations.] 

''  Resolved,  That  the  paymaster,  who  shall  be  appointed,  be  al- 
lowed an  adequate  compensation  for  his  services,  he  keeping  ac- 
counts of  his  time  and  necessary  expense  in  such  service. 

"  The  preceding  rules  and  regulations  read  and  approved, 
whereupon 

"  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Tolman  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed 
paymaster  to  the  troops  heretofore  and  in  future  to  be  raised  for 
the  defense  of  this  state  for  the  year  ensuing. 
"  By  order  of  the  governor  and  council. 

Jonas  Fay,  Sec'y  F,  T. 
"  True  copy,  recorded.  Joseph  Fay,  Sec'y''- 

1781.         ^'^'  Genekal  Assembly  :  ''- Resolved,  that'instead  of  iu- 

i-eb.  16.   structions  given  to  the  boanl  of  war,  in  the  last  session 

of  this  assembly,  empowering  them   to  raise  troops  for 

the  defense  of  this  state  for  a  term  not  exceeding  nine  months, 

'  State  Popcrs.  :{98,  406,  407,  4L-{,  414,  415,  420. 
*  Journals  of  Council,  1776  to  1780,  343.  344. 
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they  be  empowered  to  raise  such  troops  for  eleven  months^  and 
that  the  said  board  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  commissary  or 
commissaries  oC  issues  as  they  should  judge  necessary,  and  that 
they  be  appointed,  and  to  direct  the  commissaries  of  purchase  to 
provide  such  camp  utensils  as  they  shall  find  necessary. 
"  Extract  from  the  journals. 

"Attest,  R.  Hopkins,  Clerk, 

"  Read  and  cocurred  in In  Council. 

"  Attest,         Thomas  ToLMAN,  Sec'i/  P.  7.' 

In  Council:  "  Resolved^  that  application  to  maj.  Wil- 

Marche.  liam  Goodrich  be  made  to  furnish  the  state  of  Vermont 

with  six  tons  of  lead,  four  tons  of  which  he  is  hereby 

earnestly  requested  to  deliver  to  maj.  Fay  at  Bennington,  with 

twelve  thousand  good  gun-flints,  to  be  forwarded  to  Windsor  in 

said  state,  to  be  consigned  to  major  Benjamin  Wait. 

"  Copy  delivered  maj.  Goodrich. 

''  Jos.  Pay,  Sec'y. 

"  In  consequence  of  your  being  appointed  to  procure  some 
lead  for  the  use  of  this  state,  which  will  be  attended  with  expense, 
you  are  therefore  hereby  authorized  to  call  upon  (gentlemen  ivh) 
may  have  money  to  pay  into  the  treasury  of  this  state  for  lands, 
for  any  sum  you  may  have  occasion  for,  and  your  receipt  shall 
answer  on  settlements  with  the  treasurer  for  granting  fees. 

"  Thomas  Chittenden. 

''Maj.  Goodrich:'' 

This  letter,  and  the  act  of  the  October  session,  1780,  relative  to 
confiscated  estates,  indicate  important  sources  from  which  the 
state  treasury  was  supplied.  From  October  1779,  when  the  gen- 
eral assembly  determined  to  grant  unappropriated  lands  in  disre- 
gard of  the  resolution  of  congress,  the  journals  of  the  house  and 
council  abound  with  records  of  grants  of  land  in  Vermont,  lying 
within  the  region  exposed  to  the  enemy,  conditioned  for  settle- 
ment at  some  date  subsequent  to  the  grant —  in  many  cases  "  three 
years  after  the  termination  of  the  war."  Had  Washington  been 
permitted  so  to  use  the  vast  territory  of  unoccupied  lands,  the  pro- 
prietorship of  which  was  in  the  states  of  the  union  to  which  Ver- 
mont was  not  admitted,  there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for  his 
complaints  of  unpaid,  naked,  and  starving  armies.  It  would 
seem  that  Vermont  fairly  deserves  to  be  credited  for  making  a 
patriotic  use  of  the  little  land  she  had. 


'  Journals  of  Council,  177G  to  1780,  351.    *  Same,  371. 
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In  Council  :  "  Resolved^  that  two  agents  be  appointed 
Miiriii  7.   t(^  proceed  to  Albany  and  make  inquiry  with  regard  to 
the  measures  pursued  by  the  state  of  New  York  for  the 
defense  of  the  northern  frontiers,  and  report  to  this  council. 

"  Col.  Ira  Allen  and  major  Joseph  Fay  are  hereby  appointed 
for  the  above  purpose."' 

In  General  Assembly  :  The  committee  on  defense 
April  12, 13.  ^^f  |.|^g  frontier  reported  that  fifteen  hundred  men  should 
be  raised  for  the  service  of  this  year ;  adopted. 
'*  Resolved,  to  add  two  members  to  the  board  of  war,  and  that 
this  house  will  proceed  to  choose  them  to-morrow  morning." 
"  Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day  proceeded  to  choose  two 
members  in  addition  to  the  board  of  war.  The  ballots  being 
taken,  col.  Timothy  Bedle  and  capt.  El)enezer  Brewster  were 
unanimously  chosen/'^ 

The  acts  of  the  general  assembly  touching  the  war 
April  4-16.   were : 

'•  An  act  for  the  purpose  of  emitting  a  sum  of  money, 
and  directing  the  redemption  of  the  same."  This  act  authorized 
the  emission  of  £25,100  in  bills  of  credit,  for  the  redemption  of 
which  a  tax  of  one  shilling  and  three  pence,  lawful  money,  on  the 
polls  and  rateable  estate  was  laid  —  the  preamble  declaring  that 
it  was  "  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and  the  payment 
of  the  pul)lic  debts  of  this  state,  as  well  as  for  enlarging  the 
quantity  of  circulating  medium."  The  same  act  imposed  a  land 
tax  also,  of  ten  shillings  on  each  one  hundred  acres  of  land  which 
then  admitted  of  settlement  —  to  be  paid  "  in  silver,  or  gold  equiv- 
alent, or  in  said  bills  "  [of  credit.]  The  preamble  to  this  enact- 
ment declared  that  "  the  land  is  the  great  object  of  the  present 
war,  and  receives  the  most  protection  of  any  estate ;  a  very  large 
part  of  which  has  hitherto  paid  no  part  of  the  great  cost  arisen 
in  defending  it,  whilst  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  state  has  been  spent  to  j)rotcct  it,  who,  many  of  them, 
owned  but  a  very  small  part  thereof." 

"  An  act  for  more  effectually  supplying  the  troops."  The  sup- 
ply provided  for  by  the  act  of  October  session  1780  being  insuffi- 
cient, this  act  provided  that  the  board  of  war  might  order  the 
commissary  general  to  purchase  all  supplies  necessary,  to  be 
paid  for  from  the  treasury  on  an  order  from  the  board. 

"  An  act  ascertaining  the  current  value  of  bills  of  continental 
credit,  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  in  this  state  ;  and  of  contracts 

*  Journals  of  Council,  177()  to  1780,  ^T2. 

^Assembly  Journal^  1778-1784.  244,  245.     Records  Board  of  War,  2iu 
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made  for  payment  thereof  in  the  several  periods  of  its  deprecia- 
tion."' 

By  this  act,  one  hundred  Spanish  silver  dollars  were  worth 
seven  thousand  and  two  hundred  dollars  of  continental  bills  in 
Vermont,  September  1,  1780 ;  and  it  appears  also  that  the  conti- 
nental money  in  September  was  worth,  in  Vermont,  only  one  half 
its  value  four  months  previous.  This  fact  shows  how  desperate 
was  the  condition  of  the  country  at  that  date. 

"  Renoir edy  that  the  captain-general  notify  the  oflficers 
April  26.  of  the  militia  in  the  counties  of  Bennington  and  Rut- 
land [the  remainder  of  western  Vermont  being  north  of 
the  line  between  Vermont  and  the  enemy]  to  make  returns  of  the 
deficiency  of  ammunition  in  their  respective  regiments,  <fec.,  and 
receive  orders  for  their  supply,  which  will  be  delivered  on  ac- 
count of  money  due  to  the  militia  for  services  done. 

*'  Resolved,  that  Joseph  Farnsworth,  esquire,  commissary  of 
purchases,  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  receive  and  receipt  the 
ammunition  belonging  to  this  state,  and  to  be  accountable."^ 

In  Council  :  ^^Renolved^  that  an  emharyo  be  and  hereby 
May  26.   jg  laid  on  the  exportation  of  all  kinds  of  provisions  out 
of  the  state,  that  is  necessary  and  suitable  for  the  army, 
for  thirty  days  next  coming."^ 


THE  CONDITION  OF  NEW  YOKK, 
March,  1771),  to  May  19, 1781. 

The  state  of  New  York  was  equally  exposed  with  Vermont  on 
its  northern  frontier,  while  within  its  southern  border  a  large 
British  aimy  had  possession  and  was  constantly  threatening  the 
portion  of  the  country  most  densely  populated.  As  between 
Vermont  and  New  York,  the  latter  was  the  weakest ;  it  actually 
asked  and  received  the  aid  of  Vermont,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
for  the  protection  of  its  north-eastern  frontier ;  and  from  the  re- 
moval of  Warner's  regiment  from  Vermont  in  April  1778,  it  was 
constantly  employed  within  New  York  and  for  its  defense. 

^  ataU  Papers,  424, 429. 

*  Journals  of  Council,  1781  to  1784,  3.     ^  Same,  4. 
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When  gov.  Chittenden  was  asking  Washington,  as  the 

1779.  least  favor,  to  support  and  pay  the  troops  furnished  by 
Vermont,  gov.  Clinton  was  urging  upon  the  commander- 
in-chief  the  danger  and  destitution  of  New  York.  March  3,  he 
wrote  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  frontier,  particularly 
Tryon  county,  were  so  apprehensive  of  danger  that  many  of  them 
had  removed,  and  most  of  them  would  speedily  remove,  into  the 
interior.  To  encourage  the  people  to  remain  and  cultivate  an 
important  district  for  wheat,  the  governor  urged  Washington  to 
take  the  offensive,  and  promised  a  force  from  New  York  to 
co-operate.  But  he  added :  "  if  we  raise  any  number  of  men,  we 
shall  be  at  a  loss  to  arm  them  fit  for  the  field,  unless  we  can  be 
supplied  by  the  public,"  —  i,  e.,  congress.'  On  the  18th,  he  wrote 
that  the  legislature  had  empowered  him  "  to  embody  one  thousand 
men  for  the  defense  of  the  northern  and  western  frontiers ;"  and 
that  "  this  was  the  most  they  conceived  the  state,  under  its  present 
distressed  situation,  was  able  to  raise."  He  added,  that  to  do 
even  this  he  must  take  at  least  half  of  the  men  raised  to  fill  up 
the  continental  battalion/^  Five  Imndred  men,  then,  were  all  that 
great  state  could  really  raise  —  probal)ly  not  more  than  the  num- 
ber of  Vermonters  then  actually  in  the  service  of  New  York  and 
Vermont  in  defending  the  northern  frontiers. 

April  24,  gov.  Clinton  informed  Washington  that  the 

1780.  enemy  had  appeared  at  different  places  on  the  northern 
and  western  frontiers,  and  that  he  feared  the  more  remote 

setleraents  would  be  abandoned  before   relief  could  be  offered. 
As  to  provisions  and  forage,  he  wrote  : 

''  In  the  meantime,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  excellency 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  several  laws  which  have  been  enacted 
for  obtaining  supplies  of  provision  and  forage  for  the  army,  this 
state  is  so  exhausted  that  I  am  persuaded  there  is  not  more  grain 
and  meal  left  in  possession  of  the  farmers  than  a  bare  competency 
for  the  support  of  its  inhabitants  until  the  new  crop  comes  in ; 
and  with  respect  to  forage,  few  of  the  farmers  have  a  sufiSciency 
to  bring  their  stock  through  until  grass."^ 

*  Correspondence  of  the  BcvohUion,  letters  to  Washingtmi,  Vol  ii,  25o. 

*  Same,  203.    '  Same,  440. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


The  Condition  of  New  York,  51 

In  May,  a  body  of  tories  and  Indians,  under  sir  John  Johnson, 
made  a  sudden  irruption  into  the  Mohawk  valley,  ravaging  that 
portion  of  New  York,  and  returned  by  way  of  lakes  George  and 
Champlain.  '  June  13,  gov.  Clinton  reported  to  Washington  his 
unsuccessful  pursuit  of  Johnson,  with  *'  the  militia,  and  with  the 
levies  stationed  at  Fort  Edward,  and  a  detacliment  of  Warner  $ 
regiments  "  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  excellency  that, 
on  my  request^  I  was  joined  by  a  party  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  of 
the  militia  of  the  Grants,  under  colonel  Warner  and  major  Allen, 
whose  behavior  on  this  occasion,  in  every  respect,  was  very  agree- 
able to  me."'  To  the  New  York  delegates  in  congress  he  wrote  : 
"  The  punctuality  and  readiness  of  the  militia  of  the  Grants  in 
complying  with  his  request  with  about  two  hundred  and  forty  men, 
did  them  gi'^at  honor.''^" 

In  October,  a  British  force  of  more  than  one  thousand  men, 
under  major  Carleton,  came  up  lake  Champlain,  capturing  Fort 
Ann  on  the  10th  and  Fort  George  on  the  11th.  This  occasioned 
great  alarm,  through  north-eastern  New  York,  and  gov.  Clinton 
asked  the  assistance  of  Vermont  to  repel  the  invaders. 

October  18,  col.  A.  Webster  to  gov.  Chittenden  —  Extracts: 
The  enemy  at  Ticonderoga,  to  the  number  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty,  have  burned  Ballstown,  and  were  on  their  way  to  Stillwater, 
or  Saratoga,  or  Fort  Edward.  His  excellewcy  gov.  Clinton  is  at 
Albany,  and  requested  me  to  inform  your  excellency  as  above,  and 
request  your  assistance  in  order  to  get  ahead  of  the  enemy  if 
possible.3 

October  18,  gov.  Chittenden  to  gov.  Clinton  —  Extracts  :  Have 
called  assistance  from  Berkshire  county.  The  militia  of  this  state 
[Vermont]  are  still  at  the  north,  watching  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  Shall  send  [the  Berkshire  militia]  immediately  to  your 
assistance,  unless  I  have  counter  advices  from  your  excellency. 
This  state  are  always  ready  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  to  frus- 
trate the  designs  of  the  common  enemy  .^ 

October  18,  gov.  Clinton  to  gen.  Schuyler  —  extract:  I  have 
been  obliged  to  divide  the  small  force  that  could  l)e  raised  im- 
mediately from  the  lower  parts  of  this  county,  to  oppose  the  enemy 
at  Ballstown  and  Schoharie. ^ 


*  Coi-respondence  of  the  Rerohitkm^  letters  to  Washimjttni.Yo].  ir,  472. 
-  Early  History^  820.     ^  Clinton  Fapers,  No.  3281.— See  post  07. 

♦  Clinton  Papers,  No.  3282.     '  Same,  3277. 
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October  17  and  20,  general  Schuyler  wrote  to  gov.  Clinton  of 
the  panic  and  ravages  of  the  enemy. 

October  30,  gov.  Clinton  to  Washington  —  extracts:  The  inju- 
ries we  have  sustained,  by  these  different  incursions  of  the  enemy, 
will  be  most  ^verely  felt.  They  have  destroyed,  on  a  moderate 
computation,  two  hundred  dwellings  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  with  a  proportion  of  other  grain  and 
forage.  The  enemy  to  the  northward  continue  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Crown  Point,  and  the  inhabitants,  in  consequence  of  their 
apprehension  of  danger,  are  removiog  from  the  northern  parts  of 
the  state.  Col.  Weissenfell's  [continental]  regiment,  with  tlie 
others  of  this  state,  are  exceedingly  destitute  in  point  of  clothing.' 

On  the  same  day,  col.  Seth  Warner  wrote  to  gen.  Washington, 
complaining  that  the  men  at  Fort  Edward  were  few  in  number, 
and  destitute  of  clothing.     Much  clothing  due  his  regiment.'' 

October  31,  gen  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga,  to  gov.  Clinton — ex- 
tracts :  The  conduct  of  some  people  at  the  eastward  is  alarmingly 
mysterious  ;  a  Hag  under  pretence  of  settling  a  cartel  with  Ver- 
mont has  been  on  the  Grants  ;  Allen  has  disbanded  his  militia,  and 
the  enemy  in  number  upwards  of  sixteen  hundred  are  rapidly  ad- 
vancing towards  us.  Intreat  gen.  Washington  for  new  continental 
troops,  and  let  me  beg  of  your  excellency  to  hasten  up  herc.3 

October  31,  Schuyler  to  Washington  —  extracts:  I  find  Allen 
has  dismissed  his  militia,  and  that  it  is  believed  that  a  compact  has 
been  made  [by  the  British]  with  him.  Should  this  really  be  the 
case,  it  will  be  a  most  disagreeable  circumstance  ;  and  unless  a 
speedy  interposition  takes  place,  the  consequences  may  prove  ex- 
tremely prejudicial  to  the  common  cause.  The  militia  are  so 
harrassed  that  I  much  doubt  if  we  shall  be  able  in  time  to  collect 
a  body  sufficient  to  oppose  the  eneiuy  if  their  force  is  such  as 
stated.^ 

November  1,  Schuyler  to  Clinton  —  extract:  The  militia  of 
Fort  Edward  have  all  left,  and  col.  Gansevoort  will  proliably  be 
obliged  to  abandon  it.  The  enemy  are  appioaching  Skenesboro, 
and  tlie  people  are  in  a  panic  removing  their  families.5 

These  letters  of  gen.  Schuyler  show  the  consternation  which 
prevailed  in  north-eastern  New  York  and  the  peril  to  the  general 
cause,  when  *•'  Allen  had  disl)anded  his  militia,"  and  Vermont  had 
apparently  left  them  to  themselves^  either  to  stand  or  falL^     But 

*  Cor,  of  the  Bei\,  letter t<  to  Wnf^ldmjton.  Vol.  in,  1:51. 

*  Washington  Letters,  Vol.  XLiii,  117.     HTinton  Papeia.  Xo.  33-24. 

*  Washington  Letters,  Vol.  XLiil,  129.     ^  Clinton  P(q)crs,  No.  3328. 

•^  Col.  Alexander  We])ster  to  gen.  Schuyler, October  31.  transmitted  by 
Schuyler  on  the  same  day  to  Wa.*?hington. 
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they  were  all  mistaken :  on  the  29th  Allen  had  proposed  to  major 
Carleton  to  include  New  York  to  the  Hudson  river  in  the  truce  : 
hy  the  81st,  Carleton  had  agreed  to  the  truce  to  the  full  extent 
asked  by  Allen ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  truce,  instead  of  ad- 
vancing his  force  into  New  York,  he  retired  to  Canada,  and  the 
Vermont  militia  were  disbanded.'  These  facts  were  communicated 
to  some  of  the  oflBcers  in  New  York,  but  they  were  not  understood 
by  the  inhabitants.  The  unexpected  retreat  of  the  invaders  re- 
minded them  of  the  Scripture:  "  And  the  Lord  put  a  hook  in  their 
nose,  and  turned  them  about  the  way  they  came.''^"  They  after- 
ward learned  that  it  was  Allen  who  had  saved  them  from  the  foe, 
l>eforc  whom  they  and  their  military  protectors  were  ready  to  flee. 

February  14,  gov.  Clinton  to  Washington — extracts: 
178!.  '•  ^loderate  as  we  have  been  in  a  detail  of  our  distresses, 
thi:y  fall  far  short  of  those  we  at  this  instant  actually 
experience.  The  enemy  have  commenced  their  barbarities,  and 
butchered  some  of  the  inhabitants  in  Tryon  county,  numbers  of 
whom,  impelled  by  apprehensions  too  well  founded,  are  already 
moving,  and  the  remainder  preparing  to  follow.  In  the  dilemma 
to  which  this  calamity  has  reduced  us,  we  wish,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent a  total  depopulation  of  the  best  part  of  our  remaining  terri- 
tory, to  have  it  in  our  power  to  assure  the  inhabitants  that  the  two 
regiments  of  our  state  line  will  be  destined  for  the  frontier  service ; 
and  we  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  request  your  excellency  to 
enable  us  to  give  these  assurances,  and  to  be  informed  from  you 
whether  this,  or  any  other  equal  force,  will  remain  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  northern  and  western  frontiers.  As  nothing  but  the 
fullest  conviction  that  such  severe  calamities  will  follow  from 
withdrawing  these  troops,  as  will  be  replete  with  ruin  to  the  com- 
mon cause,  could  have  induced  us  to  this  request,  we  trust  in  your 
excellency's  candor  for  a  favorable  construction  of  our  intentions. 
Any  interference  in  your  command  is  the  farthest  from  our  wish. 
A  want  of  ability  to  raise  a  competent  body  qf.  troops  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  frontiers^  and  a  conviction  of  the  necessity/  of  at  least 
doid)linfj  their  number^  induce  us  to  entreat  your  excellency  to 
afford  us  whatever  further  assistance  you  may  have  in  your  power. 
*  *  The  want  of  some  artillerists  and  field  artillery^  when  the 
enemy  penetrated  into  the  country  in  the  last  campaign,  was  an 
evident  disadvantage.  We  could,  therefore,  wish  for  such  a  por- 
tion of  them  as  your  excellency  may  judge  adequate  to  this  service. 
The  frequent  calls  on  the  militia,  in  the  course  of  the  last  cam- 


*  Early  History,  .■J20-32:J.     *  VenuoiU  llistoriml  CoUectwns,  Vol.  i,  417. 
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paign,  Aa^'e  exhausted  all  our  stock  of  ammunition;  and,  as  we 
have  not  the  means  of  obtaining  any,  except  from  the  public  [con- 
tinental] magazines,  permit  us  to  entreat  your  excellency  to 
direct  a  quantity  to  be  expedited  to  this  place  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  (militia)  who  may  be  called  into  the  field.  The  command- 
ing officer  here  will  doubtless  inform  your  excellency  that  the 
troops  in  thh  department  are  destitute  of  provisions  of  the  meat 
kind ;  that,  on  the  6th  instant,  there  was  beef  at  Port  Schuyler 
only  for  fifteen  days,  and  that  the  troops  in  this  city  [Albany]  and 
Schenectady  are  billeted  upon  the  inhabitants  for  want  of  that 
article  of  provision.  As  a  present  relief,  ive  have  advanced  all  the 
money  in  our  treasury^  amounting  to  about  twelve  hundred  dollars 
of  the  new  emission,  to  our  agent  to  purchase  beef.  From  this, 
however,  we  expect  little  success,  as  there  are  no  beef  cattle  within 
the  state,     *     *     By  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  legislature."' 

May  4,  gen.  Schuyler  wrote  to  gov.  Clinton  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  keep  up  a  sufficient  guard  on  the  frontier  for  want 
of  provisions.^ 

May  5,  gen.  James  Clinton  to  gov.  Clinton :  From  present  ap- 
pearances 1  am  convinced  the  troops  will  abandon  the  frontier. 
It  is  absurd  to  suppose  they  can  or  will  exist  under  their  present 
circumstances.  *  *  j  jjave  repeatedly  called  for  assistance 
from  every  quarter,  but  could  obtain  none.^ 

May  19,  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga,  to  gov.  Clinton  —  extracts: 
The  tories  are  fleeing  to  Canada,  and  the  enemy  is  soon  expected 
in  force.  Only  thirty-nine  levies  are  as  yet  come  ;  we  have  not 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty  [in  the  whole]  and  none  are  expected. 
*  *  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  myself  and  family,  any  longer  risk 
my  property  here,  and  intend  to  leave  to-morrow  unless  I  receive 
letters  this  day  announcing  the  approach  of  more  troops.  It  is 
a  mortifying  reflection  that  so  fine  a  country  must  be  abandoned 
for  want  of  men  and  provisions. ^ 

The  state  of  New  York  was  at  this  period  threatened  with  at- 
tacks from  the  Indians  from  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  the 
British  army  in  Canada  upon  her  north-eastern  frontier  by  way 
of  lake  Champlain.  In  summing  up  the  condition  of  the  state,  col. 
William  L.  Stone  charged  :  that  at  that  time  treachery  was  rank — 
"  the  poison  was  actively  at  work  in  New  York"  —  actively  at 
work  even  in  Albany  —  and  pictured  his  own  state  in  culors  of  the 
saddest  shade : 

'  ('orrcfipo)idenc€  of  the  Bevolutlon,  Vol.  ill,  '228. 

^  ClinUm  Papers,  No.  3091.    ^  Same,  No.  3()92.     *  Same,  No.  3729. 
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"  Under  all  these  circumstances  of  internal  and  external  dan- 
gers, with  but  slender  garrisons  at  the  points  of  greatest  exposure, 
and  those  so  miserably  provided  that  the  soldiers  were  deserting 
by  dozens,  showing  dispositions  not  equivocal  of  going  over  to 
the  enemy,  without  provisions  or  the  means  of  procuring  them, 
and  scarcely  knowing  whom  to  trust  among 'their  own  people,  lest 
the  disaffection  should  prove  to  be  more  extensive  than  recent  dis- 
closures had  taught  the  officers  to  suppose,  the  sprin(/  of  1781 
may  well  be  considered  as  the  darkest  period  of  the  Revohitiony^ 


THE  POLICY  OP  VERMONT. 

The  foregoing  review  of  the  condition  of  Vermont,  and  the 
action  of  congress  constantly  adverse  to  her  —  of  the  condition 
of  the  country  as  to  the  war  for  independence,  and  of  New 
York,  —  covers  the  period  antecedent  to  the  actual  commencement 
of  the  Haldimand  negotiation.  May  8-25,  1781.  At  this  period, 
the  independence  of  Vermont  was  menaced  by  New  York  and 
New  Hampshire ;  and,  without  her  consent,  congress  was  enter- 
taining their  claims ;  while  within  her  own  borders,  Vermont  was 
weakened  and  embarrassed  by  parties  favoring  the  states  on  the 
east  side  and  the  west :  so  one  immediate  and  indispensable  task 
of  her  statesmen  was  to  maintain  her  independence  against  foes 
within  and  without.  There  was,  at  the  same  time,  another  duty, 
equally  indispensable,  not  only  for  Vermont  but  for  the  country  at 
large,  and  that  was  to  protect  herself  and  the  nation  from  a  British 
army  of  ten  thousand  men  in  Canada.  Practically  that  army 
then  had  possession  of  Vermont  and  northern  New  York  to 
Ticonderoga — of  two-thirds  of  the  territory  of  Vermont.  The 
people  and  government  of  the  remaining  territory  stood  alone  for 
their  own  defense —  the  only  barrier  to  Haldimand's  advance  to  a 
junction  with  sir  Henry  Clinton's  army  in  the  capital  of  New 
York ;  or,  by  the  military  road  through  the  settled  portions  of 
Vermont,  from  Ticonderoga  to  Charlestown,  N.  II.,  and  thence 


*  Stone's  Life  of  Brant,  153 ;   H.  HalFs  Early  Hisionj  of  Vermont, 
341-344. 
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by  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  into  the  heart  of  New  England.' 
Washington  and  congress  could  give  no  aid,  not  even  so  little 
as  provisions  and  pay  for  Vermont  soldiers  in  continental  service. 
The  other  New  England  states  could  give  no  aid,  because  Wash- 
ington was  demanding,  in  circular  after  circular,  all  their  resources 
in  men  and  provisions.^  New  York  was  powerless  to  defend  her- 
self, and  was  asking  and  receiving  the  aid  of  Vermont. 

Vermont  then  stood  entirely  alone,  and  at  the  utmost  she  could 
not  command  more  than  seven  thousand  men  against  Haldimand's 
ten  thousand.3  Successful  resistance  was  impossible  :  what  could 
not  be  done  by  force  must  be  done  by  policy.  This  is  the  key, 
both  to  the  Haldimand  negotiation,  and  the  concurrent  action  of 
Vermont  in  extending  her  jurisdiction  over  adjoining  portions  of 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York. 

This  policy  was  adopted  by  the  Vermont  leaders  as  a  dernier 
resort.  The  most  of  them  then  believed  that  an  armistice  was 
'•  impracticable,  at  least  for  any  length  of  time,"  but  that  it  "  was 
necessary  for  Vermonty^  The  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Ver- 
mont to  the  Mason  line  in  New  Hampshire  was  merely  a  coup  de 
main;  and  on  the  same  day,  February  14,  1781,  the  assembly-of 
Vermont  claimed  jurisdiction  also  to  the  territory  of  New  York.^ 

The  Haldimand  negotiation  was  apparently  adverse  to  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  therefore  unpatriotic  ;  but,  in  fact^  it  served  and 
saved  that  cause  in  the  time  of  its  greatest  need.  The  claims  to 
the  territory  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  w^ere  apparently 
unfounded  and  unfriendly  ;  but  they  were  abandoned  by  Vermont  in 
due  time,  and  were  really  powerful  for  peace  among  the  three  states. 
The  Haldimand  negotiation  and  the  encroachments  upon  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York,  combined,  extorted  justice  to  Ver- 
mont, from  both  congress  and  those  states.    The  policy  of  Vermont 

*  Lord  George  Germaine's  instructions  to  Haldimand,  hereafter  given 
in  his  lordship's  letter  to  sir  Henry  Clinton,  February  7, 1781. 

''There  were  seven  circulars  of  this  purport  between  January  5  1781 
and  May  4  1782.— i?/€  and  Wntimjs,  Vol.  vii,  :5r>4,  881  ;  Vol.  viii,  3(5, 
123,  226,  232,  283. 

^  Ira  Allen's  History,  Vermont  Jltstoricdl  (Collections,  Vol.  T,  42(>. 

*  Same,  420.    '  Same,  413,  414,  418. 
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was  in  its  inception  doubtful  and  dangerous,  but  it  was  also  indis- 
pensable ;  in  its  results,  injurious  to  none  ;  and  for  Vermont,  tri- 
umphantly successful.' 


*  From  June  1776  to  August  1781,  congress  had  been  steadily  adverse 
to  Vermont.  July  31, 1781,  a  letter  from  lord  George  Germaine  to  sir 
Henry  Clinton,  indicating  "  the  return  of  the  people  of  Vermont  to  their 
allegiance,"  became  known  to  congress.  Immediately  the  disposition 
of  that  body  towards  Vermont  was  radically  changed.  August  7,  reso- 
lutions, looking  to  a  recognition  of  Vermont  on  condition  of  her  sur- 
render of  territory  she  had  claimed  from  New  Hampshire  and  New 
York,  were  adopted  by  the  vote  of  every  state  except  New  York  ;  and 
on  the  14th,  James  Madison,  of  Virginia,  a  member  of  the  committee 
on  the  subject,  stated  the  reasons  in  the  following  letter  : 

James  Madiion  to  Edmund  Pendleton, 

Philadelphia,  August  14, 1781. 
Dear  8ir : — ^The  controversy  relating  to  the  district  called  Vermont, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  have  for  several  years  claimed  and  exercised 
tlie  jurisdiction  of  an  independent  state,  is  at  length  put  into  a  train  of 
speedy  decision.  Notwithstanding  the  objections  to  such  an  event,  there 
is  no  question  but  they  wili  soon  be  established  into  a  separate  and  fed- 
eral state.  A  relinquishment  made  by  Massachusetts  of  her  claims  ; 
a  despair  of  iinaUy  obtaining  theirs  on  the  fart  of  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire^  the  other  claimants  oti  wluym  these  enterprising  adventurers 
were  making  fresh  encroachments  '  the  latent  support  afforded  them  by 
the  leading  people  of  the  New  England  states  in  general,  from  which 
they  emigrated  ;  the  just  ground  of  apprehensimi  thai  their  rulers  were 
engaging  in  clandestine  negotiations  with  the  enemy  ;  and  lastly,  perhaps, 
the  jealous  policy  of  some  of  the  little  states,  which  hope  that  such  a 
precedent  may  engender  a  division  of  some  of  the  large  ones,  are  the 
circumstances  which  will  determine  the  concurrence  of  congress  in  this 
affair."— See  Early  History ^  346-353.     Madison  Papers^  Vol.  i,  96. 

Though  Vermont  was  not  admitted  to  the  union  till  1791,  the  resolu- 
tions of  August,  1781.  gave  a  pledge,  of  which  the  final  admission  was 
the  ftOfillment. 
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THE  HALDIMAND  PAPERS. 

Jajs-uary  U,  1779,  to  March  2r>,  1783.* 


H. — General  Haldimand '  to  Lord  George  Germaine^ 

1779.  Your  Excellency  acquaints  the  Minister,  that  the  in- 

Jan.  11.   surgents  of  Vermont  under  Allen  still  give  umbrage  to 
what  is  called  the  New  York  Government/ 


H. — Lord  George  Gerviaine  to  General  Haldimand. 

The  Minister  says,  "  The  separation  of  the  inhabi- 
Mttrch  3.  tants  of  the  country  they  style  Vermont  from  the  prov- 
inces in  which  it  was  formerly  included  is  a  circumstance 
from  which  much  advantage  might  be  derived,  and  sees  no  objec- 
tion to  giving  them  reason  to  expect  the  king  will  erect  their 
country  into  a  separate  province. 

Bei^erly  Robinson  to  Ethan  Allen. 

New  York,  March  30,  1780. 

1780.  ^^^ ' — ^  ^^  ^^^  undertaking  a  ta«k  which  I  hope  you 

March  30.  will  receive  with  the  same  good  intentions  that  incline 

me  to  make  it.     I  have  often  been  informed  that  you 

and  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont  are  opposed  to  the  wild 

*  Each  of  the  Haldimand  Papers  will  be  de.Mi«^imled  by  the  letter  H 
prefixed.     The  sources  of  all  other  documents  will  be  indicated. 

*  Governor  of  Canada,  Lieutenant-General  and  Commander  of  the 
British  army  there. 

^  Of  the  British  Cabinet,  Secretary  for  American  Affairs. 

*  Haldimand  Papers^  Ms.,  Vol.  i,  516.  Many  of  the  papers  are  only 
notes  of  and  extracts  from  original  papers,  made  for  the  use  of  Gen. 
Haldimand.  They  are  given  literally  in  this  volume,  except  that  the 
dates  are  transferred  to  the  margin,  and  the  editor  has  supplied 
headings. 
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and  chimerical  scheme  of  the  Americans  in  attempting  to  separate 
the  continent  from  Great  Britain,  and  to  establish  an  independent 
state  of  their  own ;  and  that  you  would  willingly  assist  in  uniting 
America  again  to  Great  Britain  and  restoring  that  happy  consti- 
tution we  have  so  wantonly  and  unadvisedly  destroyed.  If  I 
have  been  rightly  informed  and  these  should  be  your  sentiments 
and  inclinations,  I  beg  you  will  communicate  to  me  without  re- 
serve whatever  proposals  you  would  wish  to  make  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief,' and  I  here  promise  that  I  will  faithfully  lay  them 
before  him  according  to  your  directions,  and  flatter  myself  I  can 
do  it  to  as  good  effect  as  any  person  whatever.  I  can  make  no 
proposals  to  you  until  I  know  your  sentiments,  but  I  think  upon 
your  taking  an  active  part  and  embodying  the  inhabitants  of  Ver- 
mont in  favor  of  the  crown  of  England,  to  act  as  the  command- 
er-in-chief shall  direct,  that  you  may  obtain  a  separate  govern- 
ment under  the  king  and  constitution  of  England,  and  the  men 
formed  into  regiments  under  such  oflBcers  as  you  shall  recommend, 
and  be  on  the  same  footing  as  all  the  provincial  camps  are  here. 
I  am  an  American  myself,  feel  much  for  the  distressed  situation 
my  poor  country  is  in  at  present,  and  anxious  to  be  serviceable 
toward  restoring  it  to  peace,  and  that  mild  and  good  government 
we  have  lost.  I  have,  therefore,  ventured  to  address  myself  to 
you  on  this  subject  and  hope  you  will  see  it  in  a  proper  light, 
and  be  as  candid  with  me.  I  am  inclinable  to  think  that  one 
reason  why  this  unnatural  war  has  continued  so  long,  is  that  all 
the  Americans  who  wish  and  think  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  country  to  have  a  constitutional  and  equitable  connection 
with  Great  Britain,  do  not  communicate  their  sentiments  to  each 
other  so  often  and  freely  as  they  ought  to  do.  In  case  you 
should  disapprove  of  my  hinting  these  things  to  you  and  do  not 
choose  to  make  any  proposals  to  Government,  I  hope  you  will  not 
suffer  any  insult  to  be  offered  to  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  but  allow 
him  to  return  in  safety,  as  I  can  assure  you  he  is  entirely 
ignorant  of  its  contents. 

But  if  you  should  think  it  proper  to  send  proposals  to  me  to  be 
laid  before  the  commander-in-chief,  I  do  now  give  you  my  word 
that  if  they  are  not  accepted  of  op  complied  with  by  him,  (of 
which  I  will  inform  you,)  the  matter  shall  be  buried  in  obliviom 
between  us.  I  will  only  add  that  if  you  should  think  proper  to 
send  a  friend  of  your  own  here  with  proposals  to  the  general,  he 
shall  be  protected  and  well  treated  here,  and  allowed  to  return 
whenever  he  pleases. 

*  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  at  New  York  city. 
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I  can  say  nothing  further  at  present  but  my  best  wishes  for  the 
restoration  of  peace  and  happiness  to  America. 
And  am  your  humble  servant, 

Bev.  Robinson,  Col.  Royal  Americans. 
To  Col.  Ethan  Allen, 
State  of  Vermont.' 

The  suggestion  of  Haldimand,  the  reply  of  Germaine,  and  the 
proffer  ef  Robinson,  all  show  that  the  then  pending  controversy 
with  New  York  was  the  lever  by  which  the  servants  of  the  British 
crown  were  attempting  to  move  Vermont  from  her  integrity  to 
the  cause  of  American  Independence.  "  A  separate  Province  " 
was  the  bauble  with  which  she  was  to  be  bought.  Bauble  though 
it  was  when  compared  with  the  free  and  independent  state  which 
Vermont  aspired  to  be,  it  was,  under  the  circumstances  attending 
its  offer,  by  no  means  a  small  temptation.  To  measure  it  justly,  the 
controversy  itself,  and  the  state  of  it  when  Robinson's  letter  was 
received,  ought  to  be  considered. — See  Introduction^  p.  16. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1779  war  between  New  York  and 
Vermont  was  threatened ;  congress  interposed  in  September  to 
preserve  peace ;  but  the  proposals  of  congress  were  entirely  un- 
acceptable to  Vermont,  whose  legislature  unanimously  rejected 
them  iu  October,  and  in  December  the  governor  and  council  issued 
**  an  appeal  to  the  candid  and  impartial  world,"  in  which  Ver- 
mont's independence  of  congress,  and  the  states  claiming  jurisdic- 
tion over  her,  was  declared.  June  2, 1780,  congress  unequivocally 
condemned  the  course  of  Vermont.  At  that  time  both  New  York 
and  New  Hampshire  were  claiming  jurisdiction  over  Vermont, 
and  the  delegation  of  New  York  in  congress  had  suggested  a  com- 
promise with  New  Hampshire,  which  would  have  absorbed  Ver- 
mont. Embarrassed  by  internal  enemies,  threatened  with  annihi- 
lation by  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  congress  adverse,  two 
thirds  of  her  territory  open  to  the  British  and  Indians,  and  the 
rest  threatened  by  a  strong  British  army  which  held  the  way  to 
her  frontier  settlements :  this  was  the  condition  of  Vermont  when, 
in  July  1780,  Ethan  Allen  received  Robinson's  letter.  That  letter 
held  out  the  promise  that  Vermont  should  be  a  separate  province 

^  Ethan  Alien  Papers^  Mj^.,  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  Mont- 
pelier,  p.  .327.  Though  dated  in  March,  thii*  letter  was  not  delivered  to 
Allen  until  July  or  August. 
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under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain.  It  implied  that  indepen- 
dence of  New  York,  for  which  Vermont  most  ardently  longed ;  it 
implied  exemption  from  the  tyrannical  exactions  of  New  York ; 
it  implied  peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  a  powerful  ally  to  defend 
Vermont  against  every  assault.  Indeed,  had  Vermont  acceded  to 
the  proposition  at  that  time,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  she 
would  have  been  attacked  at  all  —  whether  the  American  revolu- 
tion would  not  have  failed.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  say,  that 
there  was  much  in  this  offer  to  tempt  Vermont ;  and  much  patriot- 
ism and  courage  in  her  rulers  to  neglect  an  opportunity  that,  in 
their  then  desperate  circumstances,  promised  comparatively  so  well. 
J  Williams  regarded  Robinson  as  the  agent  of  sir  Henry 

August.    Clinton,  one  of  the  king's  peace  commissioners : 

The  wish  and  aim  of  the  British  general  in  New  York  was 
first  announced  in  a  letter  from  col.  Beverly  Robinson  to  Ethan 
Allen,  at  that  time  a  colonel  in  the  American  service.'  The  letter 
was  dated  New  York,  March  30th,  1780,  and  delivered  to  Allen 
in  the  street  at  Arlington,  in  July,  by  a  British  soldier  in  the  habit 
of  an  American  farmer.  *  *  On  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
Allen  immediately  communicated  it  to  the  governor,  and  a  number 
of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  Vermont,  who  agreed  in  opinion 
that  it  was  most  prudent  not  to  return  any  answer,  but  to  let  the 
matter  pass  into  oblivion.^ 

Ira  Allen,  who  dwelt  in  the  same  house  with  Ethan,  and  was 
thoroughly  informed  as  to  all  public  affaii's  in  Vermont,  agreed 
with  the  above  statement,  but  added : 

Mr.  Allen  perused  the  letter,  then  told  the  bearer  that  he 
should  consider  of  it,  and  that  he  might  return.  *  *  General 
Allen  immediately  communicated  the  contents  of  it  to  the  governor 
and  some  confidential  friends,  who  agreed  in  opinion  that  it  was 
best  not  to  return  any  answer  ;  but  it  was  agreed,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  application  to  the  governor  of  the  friends  of  some 
persons  that  had  been  taken  at  Royalton,  who  were  prisoners  in 
Canada,  that  the  governor  should  address  a  letter  to  the  command- 
er-in-chief, general  Haldimand,  on  the  subject  of  a  cartel  for  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  and  send  a  flag  of  truce  with  it  to  the  first 
British  ship  stationed  on  the  lake,  which  was  accomplished. ^ 

*  Allen  was  brevet  colonel  by  the  uuthority  of  congress.  lie  wai*  not 
in  the  continental  service,  but  in  the  service  of  Vermont  as  general. 

»  MWiams,  Vol.  ii,  202,  204. 

•  Vermont  Historical  Collections.  Vol.  i,  414,  415. 
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The  attack  on  Royalton  was  not  made  until  October  16,'  so  a 
reference  by  Mr.  Allen  to  that  event,  a»  of  Jvly^  would  be  incorrect. 
Still,  May  1781,  Allen  stated  to  raaj.  Lemoult  that  "gov.  Chit- 
tenden IcLtt  July  sent  a  flag  to  the  British  commodore  on  lake 
Champlain,  with  a  letter  to  gen.  Haldimand,  requesting  the  ex- 
change of  some  prisoners,  tvhich  produced  a  truce  last  autumn,'" 
This  ignores  gov.  Chittenden's  letter  in  September^  to  which  gen. 
Haldimand  replied  in  October,  tendering  the  truce  through  maj. 
Carleton. 

Williams  declared  explicitly  that  gov.  Chittenden's  letter  to 
general  Haldimand  was  in  July,  and  for  the  relief  of  prisoners 
taken  in  the  spring  of  1780 : 

An  event  took  place  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1780,  which 
furnished  the  British  with  an  opportunity  to  make  a  similar  at- 
tempt [as  sir  Henry  Clinton's  through  Robinson]  from  Canada. 
A  number  of  men  had  been  made  prisoners  in  a  descent,  which 
had  been  made  by  some  of  their  scouting  parties,  and  carried 
prisoners  to  Canada.  Their  friends  applied  to  gov.  Chittenden  to 
send  a  flag  into  Canada  to  negociate  their  release  or  exchange. 
The  governor  complied  with  their  request,  and  in  the  month  of 
July  a  flag  was  sent  with  a  letter  to  the  commanding  oflScer  in 
Canada.  In  the  fall  the  British  came  up  lake  Champlain  in  great 
force ;  the  commanding  officer  brought  a  favorable  answer  from 
gen.  Haldimand  to  gov.  Chittenden's  letter,  and  sent  a  flag  to 
Ethan  Allen,  then  a  brigadier  general  and  commanding  officer  in 
Vermont,  proposing  a  cessation  of  hostilities  with  Vermont,  during 
a  negociation  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.^ 

In  a  "memorandum''  of  dates,  in  the  Ethan  Allen  Papers,  are 
two  dates — thus: 

"  Gov**-  Chittenden  to  General  Haldimand,  July,  1780." 
"  Col.  B.  Robinson  to  Gen'-  Allen  Rec^  Aug^-  1780."3 
The  first  repeats  the  statement  that  gov.  Chittenden  asked  an 
exchange  of  prisoners  in  July,  while  the  second  fixes  the  receipt 
of  Robinson's  letter  in  August  instead  of  July,  and  was  doubtless 
erroneous. 

Out  of  this  confusion  it  is  desirable  to  draw  order,  nor  is  it  un- 
important.    It  is  to  be  observed  first,  that  there  is  no  record  #v- 


*  Thompson's  Vermont^  part  ii,  69. 

« Witliams,  Vol.  ii,  205.     » E,  AUm  Pap$rs,  ms.,  375. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


64  The  Haldimand  Papers, 

idence  that  Chittenden  wrote  to  Haldimand  in  July  1780  :  not  in 
the  Haldimand  Papers  on  Vermont,  which  date  back  to  January 
11,  1779 ;  not  in  the  Stevens  Papers^  else  Mr.  B.  H.  Hall  would 
have  been  as  careful  to  note  such  a  letter  as  he  was  to  note  the 
letter  of  September  27 ;'  and  not  in  the  journals  of  the  council 
and  the  assembly.  The  latter  was  not  in  session  between  March 
17  and  October  12,  and  there  was  no  action  on  the  subject  at  the 
March  session.  The  governor  and  council  did  hold  special  ses- 
sions in  June  and  July,  but  there  is  no  record  of  any  resolution 
or  other  action  on  this  subject.  Again  it  is  to  be  observed,  there 
is  record  evidence  of  an  applicatioii  for  the  relief  of  Vermont 
prisoners  in  Canada^  which  was  made  to  gen,  Washin^n  in  Au- 
gust. It  is  found  in  a  letter  of  Washington  to  gen.  Haldimand, 
August  30,  1780,  and  another  of  the  same  date  to  Ethan  Allen. 
The  letter  to  Allen  is  as  follows  : 

General  Washington  to  Colonel  Ethan  Allen.'' 

Head  Quarters,  30  August,  1780, 
Sir :  —  I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of  the  16f A  instant,  I 
cannot,  without  deviating  from  the  rule  of  conduct  which  I  have 
constantly  observed,  exchange  the  officers  of  colonel  Warner's 
regiment  at  this  time,  because  there  are  a  great  many  who  have 
been  much  longer  in  captivity,  and  have  therefore  a  just  right  to 
a  preference.  But,  to  endeavor  to  afford  them  the  best  relief  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  I  have  written  to  general  Haldi- 
mand, and  proposed  to  him  to  send  them  and  the  other  prisaners 
of  war  in  his  possession  to  New  York,  where  we  can  furnish  them 
with  supplies  of  different  kinds,  which  we  cannot,  from  the  great 
distance,  forward  to  Quebec,  and  where  they  will  be  exchanged 
in  due  course.  I  have  also  represented  to  general  Haldimand 
what  you  report  of  the  treatment  of  our  prisoners  in  Canada ; 
and  I  hope  my  remonstrance  will  have  the  desired  effect,  should 
the  cause  of  complaint  be  well  grounded. 

I  am,  Ac,  Geo.  Washington. 


*  The  index  to  the  Stevens  Papers  shows  only  mie  letter  from  Chit- 
tenden to  Haldimand,  and  this  was  in  volume  eight,  which  contained  the 
correspondence  of  1782.  This  letter  was  therefore  the  one  written  in 
July,  1782,  when,  according  to  Williams,  gov.  Chittenden  wrote  to  gov. 
Haldimand,  requesting  the  release  of  two  Vermont  officers,  then  pris- 
onei-s  in  Canada.  — Williams,  Vol.  n,  211.     See  note  *  on  the  next  page. 

« Life  and  Writings,  Vol.  vii,  179-180. 
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These  are  all  the  statements  obtainable  as  to  any  application 
for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  in  1780,  previous  to  September  27. 
It  certainly  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  Williams,  —  writing 
from  general  recollection  fourteen  years  after  the  event  —  was 
mistaken  as  to  the  date^  as  Allen  evidently  was  as  to  the  occasion 
of  the  application.  Courtesy  required  that  application  should  be 
first  made  to  Washington.  Failing  in  that,  humanity  both  re- 
quired and  justified  an  application  to  the  British  commander. 
The  application  to  Washington  did  fail.  His  papers  show  no 
reply  from  Haldimand ;  and  it  is  now  known  that  the  latter's 
instructions  from  the  British  minister  required  him  to  deal  di- 
rectly with  Vennont,  as  he  really  did.  Allen's  letter  reached 
Washington  in  two  weeks.  Two  weeks  for  the  return  would 
bring  the  answer  about  the  14th  of  September.  With  Robinson's 
letter  in  their  hands,  did  not  Chittenden  and  Allen  then  knotc  that 
Washington's  application  would  be  vain,  and  that  their  only 
chance  was  with  Haldimand  ?  With  that  view,  most  probably, 
the  only  letter  in  1780,  of  which  there  is  record  proof,  was 
written  on  the  27th  of  September.  It  will  be  seen  that  after 
the  commissioners  had  been  appointed  to  negotiate  an  exchange, 
Chittenden  again  wrote  to  Washington,  asking  for  British  prison- 
ers in  Washington's  hands  to  exchange  for  Vermonters. 

The  record  evidence  is  this : 
September      Grov.  Chittenden  wrote  to  gen.  Haldimand  Septem- 
27.       ber  27, 1780,  asking  a  cartel  for  exchange  of  prisoners."' 

Oatober  20  :  Haldimand's  instructions  to  his  commissioners.' 

October  22 :  Haldimand's  letter  to  gov.  Chittenden,  by  major 
Carle  ton. 

If  this  view  of  the  facts  is  correct,  two  important  conclusions 
follow :  one  is  that  gov.  Chittenden  proposed  to  Haldimand  simply 
an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  not  until  he  judged  the  application 
of  Washington  would  fail ;  and  the  other  is,  that  the  truce  was 
proposed  by  Haldimand,  and  used  by  him  as  the  opportunity  for 

*  B.  H.  Hairs  m8.  raemoranduni  from  the  Stevens  Papers,  The  index 
do€8  not  refer  to  this  letter,  and  it  is  possible  the  date  was  found  in  Hal- 
dimand's letter  to  Chittenden,  October  22,  of  which  Mr.  Hall  gave  an 
extract  only. 

*  Date  in  Haldimand^s  instnictions  of  December  20, 1780,  post. 
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attempting  to  detach  Vermont  from  the  American  cause.  Oct.  22 
Haldimand  proposed  a  truce  for  negotiating  an  exchange ;  Ver- 
mont accepted  this  oflfer  Nov.  1 ;  and  thereugpn,  Dec.  20,  Haldi- 
mand added^  to  the  negotiation  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  a 
negotiation  to  make  Vermont  a  separate  province. 

The  invasion  of  the  British  from  Canada  up  lake 

Champlain,  alluded  to  above,  was  early  in  October.    The 

general  assembly  met  at  Bennington  on  the  12th  of  that  month, 

and  the  first  action,  indicating  any  knowledge  of  this  movement 

o.f  the  British,  was  on  the  13th ; 

In  Council  :  October  13th,  1780.  Resolved^  That  capt.  Giles 
Wolcott  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  commissary  to  purchase 
or  procure  and  forward  on  provisions  to  the  militia  who  are  col- 
lected and  collected  [collecting]  in  this  present  alarm.^ 

In  Assembly  :  Mr.  David  Robinson,  the  constable  attending  on 
this  house,  requested  he  might  be  dismissed  to  go  in  the  alamiy  and 
Mr.  Timothy  FoUett  take  his  place  ;  granted.* 

This  was  the  same  time  at  which  the  intelligence  was  received 
at  Albany,  and  as  that  place  was  quite  as  accessible  as  Benning- 
ton, the  fact  would  seem  to  be  that  the  Vermonters  were  as 
prompt  in  giving  the  alarm  as  were  their  neighbors.  Col.  Mal- 
colm wrole  to  Washington  from  Albany,  October  13,  informing 
that  the  enemy,  —  numbers  uncertain,  from  four  hundred  to  eleven 
•  hundred  and  fifty  —  landed  at  South  Bay,  took  Fort  Ann,  burnt 
several  houses  about  Fort  Edward,  and  yesterday  (12th)  returned 
towards  the  lake.  The  militia  ordered  out ;  would  have  marched 
col.  Van  Schaick's  [New  York]  regiment,  but  he  thought  the 
men  would  desert.  "  Nothing  from  the  Grants  ;  I  suspect  all  is 
not  right." 

This  letter  was  enclosed  in  another  from  gov.  Clinton,  who 
wrote : 

"  It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  we  had  not  the  least  intelligence 
from  the  Grants  of  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  though  they 
passed  their  settlements  in  boats  on  the  way  to  Fort  Ann."3 

Again,  on  the  18th,  gov.  Clinton  wrote  to  Washington  : 


^Joumals  of  Council,  1776  to  1780,  311. 

*  Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784, 125. 

'  WcLshington  Letters,  in  U.  S.  Dept,  Vol.  xlii,  341. 
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"  I  received  no  intelligence  from  the  Grants,  either  whether  the 
enemy  have  done  any  mischief  there,  or  whether  their  militia  is 
turning  [out]  for  our  assistance."' 

On  that  very  day,  it  will  be  seen,  he  asked  assistance  from  gov. 
Chittenden. 

The  reader  has  already  seen  that  the  Vermont  militia  were  col- 
lected and  collecting  at  the  very  time  when  Van  Schaick  was  de- 
clining to  march  his  regiment  to  meet  the  enemy.  South  Bay, 
[sometimes  called  West  Bay,]  is  on  the  New  York  side  of  the 
lake  and  opposite  to  the  then  frontier  line  [in  the  range  of  Castle- 
ton]  between  Vermont  and  the  enemy.  It  could  hardly  be  true 
that  the  enemy  passed  by  our  "  settlements,"  though  they  did 
pass  our  scounting-grounds,  —  possibly  in  the  night.  Their  de- 
signs were  against  New  York,  and  not  against  Vermont,  as  the 
British  policy  then  was  to  favor  Vermont  at  the  expense  of  New 
York,  with  a  view  to  future  operations. 

As  a  further  comment  upon  gov.  Clinton's  complaints  of  Ver- 
mont, another  letter  from  col.  Malcolm  is  cited,  which  is  by  no 
means  flattering  to  the  spirit  of  the  New  Yorkers  on  that  occa- 
sion. On  the  16th  of  October  he  wrote  again  to  Washington,  de- 
claring that  the  [New  York]  militia  were  ordered  out  eight  days 
ago,  but  (mil/  sixty  had  appeared^  emphatically  adding :  "  It  is 
past  doubt,  unless  some  troops  soon  come,  Albany  and  Schen- 
ectady will  be  our  frontier.'*'*^ 

October  18,  col.  Webster  for  gov.  Clinton  wrote  from  Albany  to 
gov.  Chittenden  for  assistance,  and  on  the  same  day  Chittenden 
replied,  that  he  had  called  assistance  from  Berkshire  [Massa- 
chusetts ;]  the  [Vermont]  militia  were  at  the  north,  but  he  would 
send  the  Berkshire  militia  as  soon  as  they  arrived,  adding  that 
Vermont  was  "  always  ready  to  co-operate  in  any  measures  for 
the  defense  of  the  frontier."^ 

Governor  Clinton  subsequently  denied  that  he  had  given  any 
order  to  Webster,  and  said  he  would  never  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  Vermont.* 

'  Correspondence  of  the  Revolution^  Vol.  iii^  122. 

*  Washington's  Letters^  State  Dept.,  Vol.  xliii,  24. 
»  CUnton  Papers,  Nos.  3281  and  3282.     AnU,  51. 

*  Index  to  Stevens  Papers,  26. 
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While,  this  correspondence  was  going  on,  the  enemy  had  been 
busy  and  successful  in  their  work  of  devastation. 

October  10,  Port  Ann  was  invested  by  the  British,  under  major 
Carleton,  and  its  garrison  surrendered ;  on  the  13th  Fort  Gfeorge 
capitulated ;'  and  after  destroying  almost  all  the  farm-houses  and 
bams  in  Kings  and  Queensborough  townships,  ''  they  returned  to 
Ticonderoga,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  place  they  continued  until 
the  22d,  and  then  fell  down  the  lake  [Champlain]  to  about  ten 
miles  north  of  Crown  Point.  On  Wednesday  the  25th,  the  whole 
embarked  in  their  batteaux,  and  proceeded  towards  St.  Johns,  but 
were  soon  met  by  an  express-boat  which  brought  them  all  back. 
On  the  evening  of  that  day  a  reinforcement  arrived  —  between 
five  and  six  hundred."^ 

This  report  was  treated  by  gen.  Schuyler  as  evidence  of  a 
»e(?o7id!  invasion  in  greater  force;  and  it  occasioned  great  alarm, 
in  both  New  York  and  Vermont.  Ethan  Allen  and  other  Vermont 
officer's  seem  to  have  had  the  same  apprehensions  as  Schuyler,  and 
hastened  to  warn  the  Vermont  authorities.  Carleton  returned  on 
the  25th,  according  to  Schuyler,  but  he  had  been  lingering  for 
three  days  near  Crown  Point  and  opposite  the  Vermont  scouting- 
ground,  so  that  Allen  had  reason  for  anticipating  mischief  to  Ver- 
mont^ even  if  he  did  not  hear  of  Carleton's  return  on  the  25th  in 
time  to  write  to  gov.  Chittenden.  Some  of  Allen's  letters  were  un- 
doubtedly written  on  the  first  advance  of  Carleton,  but  the  last 
letter  may  have  been  as  late  as  the  24th,  when  Carleton  was  near 
Crown  Point. 

In  General  Assembly  :  October  28,  sundry  letters  from  gen. 
Allen,  dated  headquarters,  Castleton,  22d  October,  1780,  were 
read.3 

In  General  Assembly  :  October  26, 1780.  Sundry  letters  from 
general  Allen,  col.  Herrick,  and  capt.  Sawyer  were  read,  giving 
an  account  of  the  enemy's  approaching  toward  our  frontiers : 
therefore  Resolved^  that  as  the  present  alarm  requires  the  assist- 
ance of  a  large  number  of  the  members  for  the  purpose  of  joining 
the  army  or  taking  care  of  their  families,  which  are  in  immediate 


^  Early  History,  820. 

*  Schuyler,  at  Saratoga,  October  .'Jl,  to  Wasliington.  —  Washimjtmi  Let- 
ters, in  State  Department,  Vol.  XLlii,  129. 

*  Assembly  Journals,  177H-1784,  140. 
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danger,  that  this  assembly  be  adjourned  until  Monday  next  [30th] 
and  that  the  several  members  who  stay  at  this  place  [Bennington] 
are  hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  join  a  committee  from  the 
council,  when  necessary  to  prepa're  business  to  lay  before  this 
house  at  their  opening ;  and  all  matters  that  are  referred  for  hear- 
ing this  week  are  referred  until  the  opening  of  the  assembly. 
Adjourned  till  next  Monday  morning,  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Monday,  October  30th,  1780:  Met  according  to  adjournment, 
and  there  not  being  a  quorum  of  the  house  present,  adjourned 
until  2  o'clock,  afternoon.  Met  according  to  adjournment,  and 
there  not  being  a  quorum  of  the  house  present,  adjourned  until 
to-morrow  morning,  8  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  October  31st,  1780 :  Met  according  to  adjournment. 
Several  letters  were  laid  before  the  assembly  by  the  governor, 
particularly  one  from  gen^-  Haldimand  of  Canada,  dated  at  Que- 
bec, October  22d,  1780,  directed  to  gov.  Chittenden ;'  one  from 
majr  Chs.  Carleton,  commanding  a  party  of  the  British,  &c., 
dated  at  Crown  Point,  October  2t}th,  1780,  directed  to  gen*  Allen, 
both  of  which  contained  proposals  to  settle  a  cartel  for  exchang- 
ing prisoners ;  likewise  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  gen*-  Allen  directed 
to  col.  Webster,  dated  Castleton,  29th  October,  1780 ;  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  gen*-  Allen  to  maj^-  Allen,  [Carleton,]  and  a  copy  of 
a  letter  from  gen*-  Allen  to  maj^-  [Ebenezer]  Allen,  were  read. 
Likewise  the  governor  informed  the  house  that  he  had  wrote  to 
gen*-  Haldimand  by  advice  of  his  council,^  making  proposals  to 
exchange  prisaners,  which  occasioned  the  letters  from  gen*-  Haldi- 
mand and  raaj'r-  Carleton,  &c. 

Thereupon  Resolved^  that  this  assembly  do  approve  of  the  cap- 
tain-general and  commander-in-chief's  making  proposals  to  his 
excellency,  gov^-  Haldimand,  for  settling  a  cartel  for  the  exchange 
of  prisoners,  and  further  advize  and  commend  to  him  to  appoint 
and  empower  some  suitable  person  or  persons  to  further  negotiate 
the  settlement  of  a  cartel  with  maj'r.  Carleton,  agreeable  to  gen'l. 
Haldimand's  proposals  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved^  That  the  captain-general  be  and  hereby  is  requested 
to  discharge  the  militia  and  volunteers  raised  for  the  defense  of 
the  northern  frontiers. ^ 


*  Undoubtedly  brought  by  the  express-boat,  which  came  on  the  25th, 
and  Carleton's  return  must  have  been  in  consequence  of  orders  then 
received,  and  for  the  purpose  of  tendering  the  armistice  to  Vermont. 

*  There  is  no  record  of  any  action  by  the  council  on  this  subject,  in 
either  July  or  September.  It  is  most  probable  that  gov.  Chittenden 
took  advice  of  councillors  privately  and  without  a  formal  session.  Sev- 
eral councillors  were  not  informed  of  the  subsequent  negotiations. 

« Assembly  Journal  1778-1784, 143,  14*. 
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As  these  letters  aanounced  a  cessation  of  hostilities  towards 
Vermont,  and  the  request  of  Allen  to  Carleton  to  include  New 
York  also,  the  house  seemed  to  think  it  unnecessary  to  keep  the 
militia  in  the  field,  whose  return  to  their  families  would  be  a  great 
relief  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  treasury  of  the  state.  On  the 
same  day  the  above  resolutions  were  received  by  the  governor 
and  council,  and  were  recorded.  Ira  Allen  was  then  a  member 
of  the  council,  and  his  statement  was  that,  after  some  altercation, 
Carleton  admitted  Ethan  Allen's  proposition,  and  "  a  truce  was 
settled,  including  the  frontiers  of  the  state  of  New  York  to  Hud- 
son's river.  This  stipulation  [i.  e.  as  to  New  York]  was^  not 
jnMicly  known ;  the  militia  of  Vermont  were  immediately  dis- 
banded, and  permitted  to  return  home."' 

The  letters  relating  to  the  truce  and  cartel,  communicated 
to  the  general  assembly  by  gov.  Chittenden  on  the  31st,  were  all 
copied  into  the  Stevens  Papers^  except  the  first,  Chittenden  to 
Haldimand,  of  which  only  a  note  is  found,  made  by  B.  H.  Hall, 
with  the  following: 

General  Haldimand  to  Q-ovemor  Chittenden. 

Quebec,  October  22, 1780. 
"  If  you  will  send  a  proper  person  with  full  power  to  major 
Carleton  at  Crown  Point,  or  St.  Johns,  to  confer  upon  this  busi- 
ness, I  shall  authorize  the  major  to  receive  him  ;"  but  expressed 
an  unwillingness  to  comply  with  the  request  [of  gov.  Chittenden 
for  an  exchange  of  prisoners]  under  the  circumstances. 

Major  Carleton  to  Greneral  Ethan  Allen. 

Crown  Point,  October  26,  1780. 

Sir  : — By  the  bearer,  capt.  Sherwood,  I  received  general  Hal- 
dimand's  letter  to  governor  Chittenden,  on  the  subject  of  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners.  I  have  authorized  captain  Sherwood  to 
treat  with  the  governor  and  you  on  the  subject ;  though  could  I 
meet  with  you,  or  him,  or  both,  perhaps  the  business  would  be 
sooner  ^  concluded,  as,  should  any  difficulty  arise  between  captain 
Sherwood  and  you,  my  instructions  are  so  ample  that  I  flatter  my- 
self that  I  could  remove  them. 

During  the  continuation  of  this  negotiation,  no  attacks  or  insults 
shall  be  offered  to  any  post  or  scout  belonging  to  your  state  or  in 
your  boundaries.     I  expect  you  will  observe  the  same,  and  recall, 
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as  far  as  lies  in  your  power,  your  scouts,  to  prevent  this  [through] 
inadvertency  on  either  part  the  appearance  even  of  not  adhering 
to  the  above. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obt.  servt.,  Chas.  Carleton. 

Brigadier  Gen.  Allen.^ 

G-eneral  Ethan  Allen  to  Major  Carleton.' 

Head  Quarters,  Castleton,  27th  [29th3]  October,  1780. 

Sir: — I  received  your  letter  to  me,  with  general  Haldimand's 
to  gov.  Chittenden,  last  evening,  by  capt.  Sherwood. 

Every  respect  will  be  shown  your  flag,  and  no  hostilities  will 
be  permitted  on  my  part;  and  it  is  expected  you  .will  extend 
your  cessation  of  hostilities  against  any  of  the  northern  posts  of 
the  frontiers  of  the  state  of  New  York  during  this  negotiation. 

Special  orders  are  given  to  prevent  all  hostilities  until.  I  receive 
your  answer  to  this. 

Major  Clark  is  appointed  to  deliver  this  to  you  by  a  flag,  and 
wait  your  answer. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,  Ethan  Allen. 

P.  S.  Your  letter,  with  general  Haldimand's,  I  have  forwarded 
express  to  governor  Chittenden,  and  make  no  doubt  some  proper 
person  will  be  appointed  to  settle  the  cartel  as  soon  as  possible. 

To  Chas.  Carleton.  E.  A. 

Q-eneral  Ethan  Allen  to  Colonel  Webster. 

Head  Quarters,  Castleton,  29  October,  1780.3 
Sir: — Last  evening  I  received  a  flag  from  major  Carleton,  com- 
manding the  British  troops  at  Crown  Point,  with  proposals  from 
general  Haldimand,  commander-in-chief  in  Canada,  for  settling  a 
cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  Major  Carleton  has  pledged 
his  faith  that  no  hostilities  shall  be  committed  on  any  posts  or 
scouts  within  the  limits  of  this  state  during  the  negotiation.  Lest 
your  state  [New  York]  should  sufier  an  incursion  in  the  interim 
of  time,  I  have  this  day  dispatched  a  flag  to  major  Carleton,  re- 
questing that  he  extend  cassation  of  hostilities  on  the  northern 
parts  and  frontiers  of  New  York.  You  will,  therefore,  conduct 
your  affairs  as  to  scouts,  &c.,  only  on  the  defensive  until  you  hear 
further  from  me.  I  am,  Ac,        Ethan  Allen. 

To  Col.  Webster.  To  be  communicated  to  Col.  Williams  and 
the  posts  on  your  frontiers.* 


>  Ethan  Allen  Papers,  331.    « Same,  333. 

'Allen's  letters  to  Carleton  and  Webster  were  evidently  of  tbe  same 
date. 
*  Ethan  Allen  Papers,  335. 
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(reneral  Ethan  Allen  to  Colonel  Webster. 

Rupert,  about  break  of  day 
of  the  31st  October,  1780. 
Sir : — Maj.  Ebenezer  Allen,  who  commands  at  Pittsford,  has 
sent  an  express  after  me  to  this  place,  informing  me  that  one  of 
his  scouts,  at  1  or  2  o'clock  p.  M.^on  the  29th  inst.,  from  Chimney 
Point  discovered  four  or  five  ships  and  gun-boats  and  batteaux,  the 
lake  covered  and  black,  all  making  sail  to  Ticonderoga,  skiflTs 
flying  to  and  from  the  vessels  to  the  batteaux  giving  orders  ;  and 
the  foregoing  is  quoted  from  the  letter  verbatim.  But  I  cannot 
imagine  that  major  Carleton  will  violate  his  truce.  I  have 
sent  major  Clark  with  a  flag  to  major  Carleton,  particularly  to 
confirm  the  truce  on  my  party  and  have  given  him  to  understand 
that  no  hostilities  will  be  permitted  on  my  part^  and  likewise  to 
intercede  in  behalf  of  the  frontiers  of  New  York.  What  the  mo- 
tive of  the  British  may  be,  or  their  design,  I  know  not.  You 
must  judge  for  yourself.  I  send  out  scouts  to  further  discover 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy.  Maj.  [Ebenezer]  Allen  thinks  they 
have  a  design  against  your  state. 

From  your  humble  servant,  Ethan  Allen. 

Ira  Allen  stated  that  Ethan  Allen  "  agreed  to  the  truce  on  con- 
dition that  the  frontiers  of  New  York  should  be  included,"  <fec.' 
The  italicised  words  of  Ethan  Allen,  above,  probably  mean  that 
the  truce  had  been  agreed  upon  by  both  parties  on  Allen's  condi- 
tion, and  that  he  would  permit  no  hostilities  against  the  New  York 
frontier.  He  had,  therefore,  sent  a  second  flag,  "  to  confirm  the 
truce  "  on  his  part  and  insist  upon  the  inclusion  of  New  York. 
This  interpretation  agrees  with  Ira  Allen's  statement  that  "  this 
additional  territory  produced  some  altercation." 

Major  Ebenezer  Allen  to  Colonel  Webster, 

Port  Warner^  October  30th,  1780.    / 
7  o'clock  p.  M.  ) 

By  certain  intelligence  received  by  lieut.  Cox,  of  my  detach- 
ment, (who  returned  this  day  at  one  o'clock),  at  Fort  Vengeance, 
from  a  scout,  he  informs  me  that  yesterday  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  he  saw 
five  ships,  some  gondolas,  a  great  number  of  batteaux,  so  that 
the  lake  looked  black,  all  sailing  to  the  southward.  He  saw 
them  from  their  march  at  Crown  Point  sail  some  miles.  A  great 
number  of  fires  down  at  Putnam's  point  was  burning.     These  are 

^  Vt.  Hist  Coll,  Vol.  I,  415. 
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to  notify  you  to  give  a  good  look  out,  for  I  believe  that  they  in- 
tend to  make  a  forced  march  on  the  New  York  frontiers. 

I  am,  &c.,  Ebr.  Allen,  Major  VonunandirKj, 

N.  B.  General  [Ethan]  Allen  is  on  his  way  home.  I  am 
afraid  the  enemy  has  out-generaled  him.' 

Ethan  Allen  was  "  on  his  way  home''  on  the  30th of  Octol>er; 
on  the  31st  he  was  at  Rupert ;  and  the  following  official  record 
indicates  both  that  he  must  have  reported  at  Bennington  on  the  1st 
of  November,  and  that  The  Truce,  proposed  by  the  British  to 
Vermont,  had  been  agreed  to  by  Allen  and  Carleton,  as  it  was  on 
that  day  confirmed  by  the  governor  and  council  of  Vermont. 

1780.  In  Council  :  His  excellency,  the  governor,  requested 
NoYemberi.  t^e  Opinion  of  the  council  with  respect  to  appointing 
some  proper  persons,  and  authorizing  them  to  treat  with  major 
Carleton^  for  the  purpose  of  settling  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners:  Whereupon, 

Resolved^  To  appoint  two  persons  with  full  powers  to  settle  a 
cartel  with  maj.  Carleton  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  hon.  Ira  Allen  and  Joseph  Fay,  esquires,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  empowered  to  repair  forthwith 
to  Crown  Point  or  St.  Johns  and  enter  upon  the  establishment  of 
a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.^ 

The  scouts  reported  Carleton  as  sailing  from  Crown  Point  to 
Ticonderoga  on  the  29th  of  October.  That  was  the  day  on  which 
Ethan  Allen  sent  his  flag  with  the  overture  for  the  protection  of 
New  York.  This  demonstration  of  force  was  therefore  made  by 
Carleton  while  the  proposition  for  a  truce  was  yet  pending ;  and 
it  was,  in  that  view,  a  demonstration  against  Vermont.  But  in 
connection  with  the  reports  of  a  truce  with  Vermont  and  the  dis- 
banding of  her  militia,  the  intelligence  produced  a  panic  in  New 
York,  and  grave  suspicions  as  to  the  fidelity  of  Vermont  to  the 
common  cause.  Nor  were  these  fears  and  suspicions  confined  to 
New  York  alone,  Init  were  entertained  in  eastern  Vermont  as 
well. 

^  These  letters  to  Webster  were  all  sent  to  gen.  Schuyler,  and  by  him 
to  gen.  Washington.— IFrt^s/i.  Letters,  State  Dept.,  Vol.  XLiii,  129. 
^Joitmah  of  Council  1770  to  17^0,  32S. 
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Joseph  Marsh,  ch.^  to  General  Washingtxyn. 

Dresden,'  on  N.  H.  Grants,  Nov.  3d,  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

We  have  this  moment  received  a  paper  attested  by  capt.  Saf- 
Ibrd,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  its  contents  to  us  unintelli- 
gible and  alarming.  We  know  not  what  construction  to  put  upon 
it  unless  a  negotiation  is  on  foot  for  a  separate  peace  for  the  new 
state,  which  we  have  heard .  has  been  threatened  if  Congress 
should  not  acknowledge  the  independence  of  Vermont,  and  admit 
them  to  union.  Under  these  apprehensions  we  send  the  enclosed 
to  your  excellency,  as  the  consequences  of  such  negotiations  may 
be  speedily  fatal  to  the  settlements  contiguous  to  Connecticut 
river,  and  more  dangerous  to  the  United  States  than  the  late 
treachery  at  West  Point.  The  enemy,  in  number  300,  destroyed 
Royalton  and  part  of  Sharon  in  this  vicinity  about  a  fortnight 
ago,  and  took  80  prisoners.  Scouts  lately  returned  from  Onion 
river  discovered  last  week  about  1000  of  the  enemy  near  the  con- 
fluence, whose  object  is  supposed  to  be  Coos  or  this  place.  Our 
situation  at  least,  is  critical,  and  we  are  in  danger  of  being  to- 
tally destroyed  soon,  unless  assistance  is  granted  for  our  defense. 
Our  apprehensions  respecting  the  enclosed  may  be  groundless,  but 
our  fears  are  great.  I  write  this  in  behalf  of  the  general  committee 
on  the  Grants  contiguous  to  Connecticut  river,  and  have  the  honor 
to  be  with  highest  sentiments  of  duty  and  esteem  your  excellency's 
Most  obt.  and  most  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Marsh,  Chairman.' 

'  Supposed  to  be  a  part  of  Hanover,  N.  H.,  adjoining  if  not  embracing 
what  is  now  West  Lebanon.  Mr.  Marsh's  residence  was  in  the  Ver*- 
mont  town  which  adjoins  this  supposed  district.  Dresden  was  repre- 
sented by  Bezaleel  Woodward  in  the  Yonnont  legislature,  October 
session,  1778,  and  Hanover  by  Jonathan  Freeman.  Dresden  had  a  print- 
ing-office in  1777. — See  Vermont  Hisioricul  Collections,  Yol.  i,  69. 

*ThiH  committee  acted  for  towns  on  both  sides  of  the  Connecticut 
river ;  probably,  at  this  time  of  si)ecial  alarm,  as  a  "  Committee  of 
Safety,''  but  possihiy  also  in  reference  to  the  conflicting  projects  of  juris- 
diction, which  were  zealously  discussed  in  that  region  in  October,  Novem- 
ber, and  December,  17H0,aud  down  to  February  14, 1781,  when  Yermont 
decided  to  extend  lier  jurisdiction  eastward  to  the  Mason  line  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  westward  to  Hudson  river.  Mr.  Marsh  was  a  resident 
of  Hartford,  and  had  been  from  1772  ;  wa,s  elected  delegate  to  the  provin- 
cial assembly  of  New  York  in  1775,  but  served  only  a  short  time  ;  was  a 
member  of  the  convention  which  adoi)ted  the  Constitution  of  Yermont, 
and  lieutenant  governor  in  177H,  and  from  1787  to  1790. 
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[Encl(»sure.] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  [Eheiiezer^  Allen^  dated 
Fort  Vengeance,  October  30, 1780. 

To  Capt.  Jesse  Saff'ord,  supposed  at  Bethel  Fort. 

Dear  Captain  : — I  received  a  letter  from  gen.  Allen  last  eve- 
ning informing  that  the  evening  before  he  received  a  flag  from  the 
British  troops  at  Crown  Point,  with  letters  of  importance  from  the 
commander-in-chief  at  Quebec.  Major  Carleton  hath  pledged  his 
faith  that  all  hostilities  on  his  part  shall  cease  during  the  negoti- 
ation, and  he  expects  the  same  on  our  part.  You  are,  therelbre, 
carefully  to  observe  the  rules  of  war  and  give  strict  orders  to 
your  scouts  and  troops  to  govern  themselves  accordingly.  A  copy 
of  this  letter  you  will  forward  to  the  troops  stationed  on  your 
side  of  the  mountain.  If  the  spirit  of  this  letter  were  made 
known  to  the  inhabitants  on  your  side  of  the  mountain  it  would 
be  well. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  humble  servant,        Ebenezer  Allen. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  an  extract  attested  by  the  above 
named  Jesse  Safford,  commanding  a  party  of  men  raised  by  the 
new  state  and  stationed  at  Bethel  on  White  ri^vcr,  taken  by  desire 
of  the  general  committee  on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  contigu- 
ous to  Connecticut  river. 

Attest,  Beza.  Woodward.' 

Several  documents  have  already  been  cited,  which  prove  the 
panic  on  the  New  York  frontier  and  extending  to  Albany,  at  this 
time,  and  of  the  fears  and  doubts  as  to  Vermont ;  but  there  aie 
others  to  the  same  effect. 

Col.  Webster,  in  communicating  Ethan  Allen's  letter  of  October 
81,  unwittingly  attested  the  great  dependence  of  New  York  upon 
Vermont  for  protection. 

Coloyiel  Webster  to  General  Schuyler, — [Extract.] 

"  I  am  persuaded  our  situation  is  truly  dangerous.  I  expect  to 
hear  by  some  of  ray  scouts  any  moment  that  the  enemy  is  at  hand, 
and  if  we  are  obliged  to  leave  this  place  [GranvilleJ  the  inhabi- 
tants will  move  off,  and  there  is  no  telling  where  it  will  end.  / 
make  no  douht  but  at  fir  at  sight  it  will  appear  that  the  Grants  have 
left  us  to  ourselves^  either  to  stund  or  fall,  I  hope  the  most  sjieedy 
exertions  will  be  made  to  oppose  the  enemy.'''' 


Wash,  Letters^  State  Dept.,  Vol.  XLiv,  31.    ^  ^ame,  VoL  xliii,  129, 
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Greneral  Schuyler  to  Greneral  WaHhiruitm, — [Extracts.] 

October  31.  "  Sending  a  Hag  to  Vermont  for  the  purpose  of 
exchanging  prisoners  appears  to  me  only  a  cover  to  some  design 
of  the  enemy,  and  gives  me  much  uneasiness,  especially  as 
rumors  prevail  that  the  person^  whom  your  excellency  was  in- 
formed to  have  been  iu  New  York  in  July  last  negotiating  with 
the  enemy,  has  been  in  New  York,  but  I  cannot  learn  that  any 
one  can  positively  ascertain  either  of  these  facts."  "  P.  S. — I 
am  this  moment  [November  1]  informed  that  the  penson  I  have 
alluded  to  in  this  letter  has  been  to  Canada,  about  six  weeks  ago, 
but  the  information  is  not  such  as  1  can  depend  upon."' 

General  Waifhhii/ton  t^j  General  Schuyler, — [Extract.] 

"'  I  confess  all  circumstances  and  previous  information 
considered,  that  matters  in  a  certain  quarter  carry  a  very 
ifumpieiouisface.  Should  it  appear,  upon  a  further  investigation, 
that  there  are  good  grounds  for  present  suspicions,  you  will  con- 
cert measures  with  brigadier-general  Clinton  (^to  whom  I  have 
written  on  the  subject,  without  mentionhig  names,)  to  seize  and 
secure,  with  as  much  secresy  and  as  suddenly  as  possible,  the  per- 
son in  question  with  his  papers.  You  know  how  very  delicate  a 
business  this  is,  and  I  therefore  trust  to  your  prudence  in  the  exe- 
cution of  it."- 

0-eneral  Schuyler  to  General  Washington. — [Extracts.] 

November  12,  1780.  "  I  have  had  several  emissaries  on  the 
Grants.  Since  my  last  letters  they  have  all  returned,  but  without 
that  full  information  which  I  expected."  Of  the  suspected  person 
he  writes :  "  On  the  day  the  British  flag  arrived,  he  was  heard  to 
say  — '  the  time  is  at  length  come  that  we  shall  be  freed  from  the 
domination  of  New    Yorkers.'^     This  can  be    ascertained.      My 

*  Washington  Letters^  in  State  Department.  Vol.  XLiii.  129. 

'^  Life  and  Writings,  Vol.  vii,  283. 

^This  almost  al)solutely  indicates  tliat  Ethan  Allen  was  "the  sus- 
pected person."  The  flag  was  sent  to  liiui,  and  it  is  not  known,  nor  is  it 
probable,  that  on  that  day  any  leading  man  of  Vermont  wa.s  at  Civstleton 
except  Allen,  the  legislature  then  being  in  session  at  Bennington.  Ethan 
Allen  had  been  tempted  by  the  British  hefore  : 

Mr.  Sparks,  Amenatn  Biography.  Vol.  i,  .'UO,  said  :  "  While  he  was  on 
parole  in  New  York,  [December,  177H,]  a  I^ritish  ofticer  of  rank  and  import- 
ance sent  for  him  to  his  lodgings  and  told  him  that  his  fidelity,  though  in  a 
wrjng  cause,  had  made  an  impression  upon  general  ilowe,  who  was  dis- 
posed to  show  him  a  favor,  and  to  advance  him  to  the  command  of  a 
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agents  say  that  it  is  generally  believed  large  oflers  have  been 
made  the  people  of  the  Grants,  but  that  nothiwj  will  induce  the 
hulk  of  the  pe^jple  to  desert  from  the  comrrum  eatufe  ;  that  the  Hag 
returned  !  to  Carleton]  on  Thursday,  [November  9,]  accompanied 
by  a  deputation  of  three  members  from  the  Vermont  assembly ;' 

regiment  of  loyalists,  if  he  would  join  the  siervice,  hohliu^jf  out  to  him  at 
the  8ame  time  brilliant  prospects  of  promotion  and  money  durin*^  the 
war,  and  large  tracts  of  land  at  its  close.  Allen  rej)lied,  "  that  if  by 
faithfulness  he  had  recommended  himself  to  general  Howe,  he  should  he 
loth  by  unfaithfulness  to  lose  the  general's  good  opinion  ;'^  and  as  to  the 
lands,  he  was  by  no  means  sati.'sfied,  that  the  king  would  possess  a  sutti- 
cient  quantity  in  the  United  States  at  the  end  of  the  war  to  redeem  any 
pledges  on  that  score.  The  otticer  sent  him  away  as  an  incorrigible  and 
hopeless  subject." 

Benedict  Arnold  had  betrayed  his  trust  two  days  previous  to  Carleton's 
invasion.  The  same  Beverl}'  Robinson,  who  had  tempted  Allen  in  the 
pre<eding  July,  was  a  British  agent  in  Arnold's  treason  ;  and  althou<?h 
Robinson's  letters  tt)  Allen  were  not  sent  to  congress  till  March,  17H1,  it 
is  not  uureas(mable  to  suppose  that  Allen  hml  confidentially  so  spoken 
of  the  matter  as  that  Washington  should  be  apprized  of  it.  It  is  certain 
that,  in  the  summer  of  17^0,  suspicions  were  entertained  in  Vermont,  and 
were  conmmnicated  to  gov.  Clinton,  that  negotiations  were  going  on  by 
Vemionters  with  the  British  in  Caufuia,  —  see  E<istcrn  T^r/z/o/i^  .'JSO, 
:iHl,  —  and  it  is  also  certain  that,  in  July  previous,  gov.  Chittenden  had 
declared  that  Vermont  was  "at  liberty  to  otter,  or  accept,  terms  of  ces- 
satiim  of  hostilities  with  Great  Britain,"  and  that  this  declaration  was 
read  in  cimgres.s  on  the  12th  of  September.  Putting  this  declaration 
with  Arnold's  treachery  on  the  28th  of  September  and  Allen's  truce  on 
the  2*Jth  of  October,  it  is  not  unrea-sonable  to  suppose  that  Washington's 
and  Schuyler's  susi)icions  pointed  specially  to  Allen. 

Wa.**hington  believed  the  invasion  of  Carleton  had  been  made  in  the 
expectation  that  Arnold's  treason  had  succeedcnl,  \_IJfe  <uul  Wrltint/tf,  vol. 
VII,  269  :]  so  finding  that  Carleton  had  spared  Vermont,  he  might  sus- 
pect that  Allen  was  an  tu-complice.  Had  Arnold's  plot  succeeded,  sir 
Henry  Clinton  would  have  held  Hudson  river  to  Albany  ;  and  had  Allen 
been  a  traitor,  he  would  have  aided  Haldimand  to  join  his  army  to  sir 
Henr>''s.  As  Allen  at  that  time  did  not  conceal  from  New  York  ofi[icers 
the  facts  of  a  truce  and  negotiations  with  the  British  for  an  exchange  of 
prisoners,  so  in  March,  17H1,  his  letter  to  congress  communicated  the 
profiers  of  Robinson,  and  a  frank  avowal  of  the  rujht  of  A^ermont  to  make 
terms  with  Great  Britain,  in  self  defense,  against  New  York,  New 
Hampshire,  and  congress.  It  was  not  the  policy  of  Vermont  to  allay 
these  suspicions  of  her  fidelity  to  the  common  cause,  but  rather  to  use 
them  for  her  own  special  advantage,  without  harm  to  the  country. 

'  Probably  the  two  commissioners  to  negotiate  a  cartel,  appointed  by 
the  governor  and  council. 
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that  the  people  are  in  a  great  ferment ;  that  capital  charges  were 
exhibited  against  Allen  ;  that  he  was  cited  to  appear  before  the 
assembly ;  that  wheft  the  charges  were  read  he  behaved  with  the 
utmost  impropriety,  drawing  his  sword  and  threatening  to  cut  off 
some  of  their  heads  if  they  did  not  immediately  desist ;  that  the 
command  of  the  militia  was  taken  from  him."  "  That  a  certain 
penson  is  engaged  in  the  enemy's  interests  I  make  little  doubt  of, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  cither  prudent  or  politic  that  he  should  be 
seized  at  present ;  a  little  time  will  probably  furnish  us  with  suflS- 
cient  testimony  for  a  conviction." 

Stephen  Lnnh  to  f/overnor  Clinton, — [Extracts.]' 
Albany,  November  7.  The  enemy  are  still  at  Ticonderoga, 
nor  can  we  hear  that  they  manifest  an  intention  of  continuing 
down  lower  into  the  country.  *  *  The  curses  of  the  multitude 
will  fall  upon  the  heads  of  those  who  have  drawn  out  the  poor 
militia  men  from  their  homes  at  this  season  of  the  year  upon  the 
authority  of  accounts  received  from  one  Ebenezer  Allen,  whom 
nobody  knows.  The  defection  of  gen.  Allen  (so  called)  will 
probably  be  alleged  as  the  reason.  *  *  The  council  of  the 
new  state,  as  they  term  themselves,  are  now  trying  Allen  upon  an 
impeachment  containing  eleven  articles ;  whether  they  are  in  jest 
or  earnest  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  determine. 

Governor  Clinton  to  Stephen  Lnnh. — [Extract.] 
November  9.     If  Allen  is  guilty  of  unwarrantable   practices 
with  the  enemy,  he  is  not  alone.     The  present  trial  I  have  no 
confidence  in.     It  may  be  calculated  to  save  appearances,  and  that 
is  most  likely. 

The  information  given  by  Schuyler,  of  the  ferment  among  the 
people  of  Vermont  and  accusations  against  and  trial  of  Allen, 
were  not  unfounded,  though  not  entirely  accurate,  as  will  appear 
from  the  following  record  : 

Proceed  in  f/i<  of  the  General  Aio^einhly  of   Vermont^  November  3 
to  November  7, '  1780.^ 

Friday,  November  3,  1780,  —  afternoon. 
A    remonM ranee    aif/ned    William   Hutch  ins    was  handed   to    the 

Speaker,  and  Ordered^ 

That  the  consideration  and  hearing  of  said  remonstrance  be 
referred  until  to-morrow  morning  9  o'clock,  and  that  gen.  Allen 
be  served  with  a  copy  of  said  remonstrance  and  this  resolve. 

'  Clinton  Papers,  3352. 

^Assembly  Journals,  1778-1784, 150-176.     Early  History,  324. 
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Saturday,  November  4, 1780,  —  morning. 
The  remonstrance  of  capt.  Hutchins  which  was  referred  to  this 
day  was  read,  and,  after  some  debate,  was  dismissed ;  after  which 
gen.  Allen  made  a  speech  in  the  house  to  the  assembly  in  which 
he  observed  there  was  uneasiness  among  some  of  the  people  upon 
account  of  his  command,  (fee,  and  that  he  would  resign  his  commis- 
sion, and  if  the  assembly  thought  best  to  give  him  the  command 
at  any  time,  he  would  endeavor  to  serve  the  state  according  to  his 
abilities,  <fec. 

AFTERNOON. 

Resolved.,  That  this  assembly  will  take  the  matter  of  remon- 
strance signed  Simeon  Hathaway  and  others  into  consideration  at 
some  convenient  time. 

Ordered.,  that  the  consideration  of  the  remonstrance  signed 
"  Simeon  Hathaway,  for  himself  and  others,^'  be  postponed  until 
2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Monday  next. 

Rewlved^  That  the  resolution  passed  for  dismissing  the  remon- 
strance signed  by  capt.  Wm.  Hutchins,  be  and  is  hereby  reconsid- 
ered, and  therefore. 

Ordered.,  That  said  remonstrance  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  Monday  next  2  o'clock  afternoon. 

Monday,  November  6, 1780. — afternoon. 
The  remonstrance  by  capt.  Hutchins,  and  the  remonstrance 
signed  by  "Simeon  Hathaway  for  himself  and  others,"  which 
were  referred  to  this  day,  were  taken  under  consideration,  and 
capt.  Hutchins's  remonstrance  was  read  and  the  other  ordered  to 
be  read,  and  while  reading  gen.  Allen  rosp  up  and  said  he  would 
not  hear  no  more  of  it,  as  it  was  beneath  his  character  to  sit 
there  and  hear  such  false  and  ignominious  aspersions  against  him, 
Ac,  and  went  out  of  the  house.  After  some  debate,  a  member 
of  the  house  was  desired  to  notify  him  that  the  assembly  would 
proceed  to  take  the  matter  of  capt.  Hutchins's  remonstrance  into 
consideration,  and  would  hear  the  parties,  &c.  Gen.  Allen 
accordingly  attended  and  requested  to  know  of  the  house  whether 
they  would  proceed  to  hear  the  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Hathaway, 
and  if  they  did  he  would  not  attend  to  neither,  and  being  an- 
swered that  they  both  would  be  taken  into  consideration,  he  went 
out  of  the  house  ;  —  and,  after  some  debate,  and  taking  the  evi- 
dence of  Joseph  Fay  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  Esqs.,  the  matter 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  November  7. — morning. 
The  remonstrance  signed  Simeon  Hathaway,  which  was  referred 
to  this  day,  was  read,  and  after  some  debate  was  referred  until 
afternoon  2  o'clock. 
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Al-TERNOON. 

The  remonstrance  siji^ied  Simeon  Hathaway,  which  was  referred 
until  this  afternoon,  was  taken  under  consideration,  and  after  some 
debate, 

Rewlvetl^  That  the  remonstrance  sijrned  '*  Simeon  Hathaway  for 
himself  and  others/'  be  dismissed  by  reason  of  the  undue  form 
thereof. 

Resolved^  That  ca[)t.  Wm.  Hntchins  have  liberty  to  withdraw 
liis  remimstrance  against  jren.  Allen. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  return  the 
thanks  of  this  house  to  jren.  Allen  for  the  good  services  he  has 
done  this  state  since  his  appointment  of  brip:adier-freneral  ;  —  and 
that  this  liouse  do  accept  of  his  resignation  as  brigadier-general, 
according  to  his  offer  made  to  this  house  on  Saturday  last.  The 
members  chosen  were  Mr.  S.  Robinson  and  Mr.  Jones.' 

While  the  general  assembly  of  Vermont  was  hearing  the 
cliarges  against  gen.  Allen,  the  panic  still  continued  in  New  York, 
on  reports  that  the  British  were  invading  that  state  through  lake 
George.  November  3,  gen.  Schuyler  issued  a  circular  to  the  New 
York  militia  to  rally  at  once  for  the  defense  of  the  state,  and  as- 
sured them  that  the  people  of  the  Grants  ?vere  marchuif/  to  their 
UHHistance^  but  he  feared  they  would  be  too  late  ;^  and  maj.  gen. 
Heath  wrote,  Nov.  7,  that  Allen^  with  eight  hundred  men^  teas  ex- 
pected from  the  Grantn,  This  hardly  accords  with  the  concur- 
rent suspicion  of  Allen.  But  these  reports  were  incidents  of  a 
causeless  panic,  and  tHe  distrust  of  Allen  and  of  Vermont  was 
founded  on  the  idea  that  Allen  had  protected  Vermont  by  a  truce, 
and  left  New  York  to  resist  Carletou  alone.  In  fact,  Carleton 
did  not  renew  the  invasion,  but  retired,  in  accordance  with  the 
truce,  much  to  the  relief  of  New  York. 

General  Jamea  Clinton  to  Governor  Clinton,^ 

Albany,  November  12, 1780.  The  shipping  have  gone  down 
the  lake  except  one  schooner  —  only  four  hundred  men  —  en- 
camped ten  miles  below  Crown  Point. 

^  April  12,  1781.  Ix  General  Assembly  :  Gen.  Etlian  Allen 
chosen  brigadier-general  of  1st  brigade  of  militia. 

June  20, 1781.  Samuel  Safford  chosen  brigadier-general  in  the  room 
of  gen.  Allen,  who  declined  arcepting  the  former  appointment. 

«  Wash.  Letters.  State  Dept.,  Vol.  XLiir,  163. 

»  Clinton  Papers,  No.  33C2. 
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i 

The  conduct  of  the  people  of  the  (rrauts  appears  suspicious. 
They  have  appointed  a  commissioner  to  confer  with  a  flag  from 
Carleton — the  object  is  imcertain — the  ostensible  one  a  cartel. 
Very  heavy  charges  have  been  thrown  into  the  assembly  against 
geu.  Allen,  who,  report  says,  is  dismissed  from  his  command. 
This,  probably,  will  render  him  more  desperate.'' 

Further  evidence  of  uneasiness  existing  in  eastern  Vermont  is 
found  in  the  following  letter  from  a  prominent  and  influential 
citizen  residing  on  the  north-eastern  frontier  of  the  state : 

General  Jaroh  Bayley  in  President  Weare  of  Xew  Hampshire,^ 

Newbury,  22d  November,  1780. 

Sir :  —  The  season  is  such  that  the  enemy  is  not  likely  to  do 
any  more  mischief  at  present.  We  thought  the  soldiers  had  better 
be  discharged,  and  I  suppose  maj.  Whitcomb's  soldiers  will  be 
furloughed  ;  therefore  you  need  no  issuing  commissions  here,  but 
,1  should  think  if  maj.  Childs  or  any  other  man  should  continue 
purchasing,  (which  I  should  think  advizable,)  that  col.  Charles 
Johnson  should  be  appointed  to  receive,  "it  will  be  doubtless 
necessary  that  at  least  two  hundred  men  is  [be]  sent  here  as  soon 
as  the  first  of  February,  as  then  the  snow  and  ice  will  be  hard  and 
fit  for  snow-shoeing. 

I  understand  general  Allen  has  made  peace  for  Vermont  till 
that  tiune ;  but  as  we  don't  own  that  state,  we  shall  be  their  only 
butt.  If  the  United  States,  and  your  in  particular,  do  not  take 
notice  of  such  treasonable  conduct,  we  had  better  let  this  cause 
drop.  If  you  had  the  jurisdiction  of  the  whole  Grants,  which  I 
am  sure  you  could  if  you  only  desire  it,  the  country  would  be 
safe;  but  if  you  split  at  the  [Connecticut]  river,  you  keep  all  in 
confusion,  and  must  still  defend  for  your  own  safety  and  reap  no 
l)enefit,  neither  by  tax  [upon  the  j^eople  of  Vermont]  nor  by 
vacant  [Vermont]  lands  which  is  very  considerable.  While  the 
matter  hangs  in  a  suspense,  the  enemy  may  take  possession,  (they 
claim  it  by  the  Quebec  bill,  as  well  as  part  of  your  state  ;)  then 
where  is  your  state  ?  For  my  part  I  am  determined  to  fight  for 
New  Hampshire  and  the  United  States  as  long  as  I  am  alive  and 
have  one  copper  in  my  hand  ;  but  if  our  exertions  are  not  greater 


^Etfuia  Allen  Papers,  ii4i.  Jacob  Bayley  had  held  a  commisHion  as 
brigadier-general  ot 'militia  under  the  authority  of  New  York,  and  was  a 
civil  officer  on  like  authority,  till  1777  ;  when  he,  with  the  people  of 
his  vicinity,  recognized  and  joined  the  then  new  state  government. 
This  letter  ^hows  that,  at  its  date,  he  was  of  the  party  which  then  favored 
the  absorption  of  Vermont  bv  New  Hampshire. 

11." 
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and  more  effectual,  another  year  will  end  the  dispute,  [and]  not 
in  our  favor. 

The  United  States  suffer  themselves  to  be  attacked,  front,  and 
rear,  and  on  the  flanks.  Did  Burgoyne  get  clear  when  that  was 
the  case  with  him  ?  Our  chariot  is  in  the  mire.  Praying  to 
Hercules  or  France,  without  putting  to  the  shoulder  with  all  our 
might,  will  not  do.  This  frontier  is  the  only  one  for  five  hundred 
miles  west  remaining.  It  is  near  the  enemy.  It  is  of  great  im- 
portance to  you,  as  well  as  the  other  New  England  states  and  the 
cause  in  general.  Shall  we  forever  be  on  the  defensive,  and  yet 
not  able  to  defend  ourselves,  as  it  is  impossible  we  should  while 
Canada  is  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Shall  we  not  make  an  at- 
tempt on  Canada — that  harbor  for  spoils,  thieves,  and  robbers. 
I  must  confess,  the  cause  is  sinlcing  so  fast  in  my  view,  I  am 
willing  (as  I  see  no  other  remedy)  to  make  the  attempt,  if  I  run 
ten  chances  to  one  to  die  in  the  attempt. 

Sir,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  freedom,  and  give  me  leave  to 
subscribe  myself  your  honor's 

Most  o])edient  humble  servant, 

Jacob  Baily.' 

Hoti*bL  Meshech  Weave, 

H. —  Governor  Chittenden  to  Governor  Clinton, 

State  of  Vermont, 
In  Council,  Arlington,  November  22d,  1780. 
Sir: — Inclosed  I  transmit  your  excellency  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  congress  of  the  25th  of  July  last,  and  a  full  examination  of  the 
controversy  between  the  state  of  New  York  and  this  state,  and 
duly  considering  the  present  peculiar  circumstances  of  both  states, 
I  am  induced  to  make  a  positive  demand  on  the  legislature  of  the 
state  over  which  you  preside,  to  give  up  and  fully  relinquish  their 
claims  of  jurisdiction  over  this  state,  and  also  propose  to  them  to 
join  in  a  solid  union  with  their  state  for  mutual  defense  against 
the  British  forces  which  invade  the  American  states,  particularly 
such  parts  as  make  incursions  on  the  frontiers  of  the  two  states 
from  the  Province  of  Quebec.  Such  a  union  for  the  reciprocal 
advantages  of  both  governments,  I  am  willing  to  ratify  and  confirm 
on  the  part  of  this  state. 

*  Thus  in  the  copy,  but  usually  printed  Bayi.ey.  About  this  time 
Bayley  wrote  to  general  Washington,  referring  to  Allen's  flag  to  the 
British,  and  saying  there  were  '^six  or  eight  rascals  in  Vermont." — In- 
dex to  Stevens  Papers^  15. 
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Colonel  Ira  Allen,  who  delivers  this,  waits  your  answer  to  these 
proposals. 

In  behalf  of  the  council  and  general  assembly, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <fec.,  Thos.  Chittenden. 
His  Excellency^  George  Clinton,  Esq., 

Governor,  ^c,  ^c?.,  of  the  State  of  New  Fork. 
To  be  communicated  to  the  legislature  thereof.' 

James  Duane  (^New  York  delegate  in  congress^  to  Governor 
Clinto7i. —  [Extract.]' 

November  29.     '*  Our  Vermont  business  remains  quiet,  but  is 
not  forgotten.     I  foresee  there  must  be  a  rehearing,  as  there  is  a 


*  This  demand  was  made  in  pursuance  of  gov.  Chittenden's  notice  to 
cougress,  July  25, 1780,  that  if  that  ])ody  declined  to  adm't  Vermont  into 
the  Union,  *'  this  state  will  propose  the  same  to  the  legislatures  of  the 
United  States,  separately,  and  take  such  other  measures  as  self-preserva- 
tion may  justify.*'  (State  Papers,  12*2.)  That  was  the  letter  enclosed  to 
gov.  Clinton.  The  governor  and  council  had  been  authorized  by  the 
general  assembly  on  the  8th  of  November,  as  appears  by  the  Journals 
of  the  Council,  1776-1780,  342  : 

In  Coi'NCiL,  Thursday.  November  9, 1780. 

The  following  resolution  received  from  the  house  and  ordered  to  be 
recorded,  viz. : 

In  General  Assembly.  November  8,  1780. 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  be  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quested and  authorized  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  negotiate  for  tliin 
state,  at  congress  and  the  other  states,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  as- 
sistance towards  the  defense  of  the  frontiers,  and  any  other  matters  that 
shall  be  necessarv  for  the  benefit  of  this  state. 

Extract  from  the  journals.  Roswell  Hopkins,  Clerk,^' 

Gov.  Chittenden's  letter  wa.s  sent  to  the  assembly  of  New  York, 
February  .5,  by  gov.  Clinton  ;  February  21,  the  senate  resolved,  with  but 
one  dissenting  vote,  to  apiK)int  commissioners  to  settle  the  terms  on 
which  New  York  would  cede  her  jurisdiction  to  Vermont  ;  February 
27,  the  house  of  representatives  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  of 
the  senate,  but  were  prevented  by  a  threat  of  the  governor  to  prorogue 
the  general  assembly.  Gen.  Schuyler  wjis  the  author  of  the  propositi<m 
for  conceding  the  independence  of  Vermont,  and  on  the  12th  of  March 
was  appointed  chairman  of  a  special  committee  of  the  senate,  charged 
with  framing  an  address  to  the  governor  on  the  subject  of  his  "  thi'eat- 
ening  letter,"  but  the  matter  was  dropped,  for  the  reason  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  Vermont's  encroachments  upon  the  territory  of  both  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York,  it  was  believed  that  cougress  would  decide 
the  controversy  in  favor  of  New  York. — Early  llisUjry,  320-:i36. 

«  Clinton  Papers,  No.  339$, 
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considerable  change  in  the  house,  not  for  the  worse,  nor  will  the 
late  conduct  of  those  distracted  people  —  if  it  is  true  tliat  they 
have  made  a  truce  with  the  enemy  —  gain  them  favor.  I  shall 
do  my  duty  at  every  event." 

Ethun  Allen  to  G^eneral  John  Stark,' 

Sr.NDERLAND,  7th  December,  1780. 

Sir:  —  Your  letter  to  gov  Chittenden  and  me  are  con- 

ecemHii.  ^.j^j^^^j  ^arks  of  friendship  to  Vermont  and  demand  my 

grateful  acknowledgements.     I  perceive  from  intelligence  collected 

every  way  X5orrolK)rating  your  letter,  that  the  transactions  of  this 

state  in  making  a  truce  with  the   British  and  bringing  forward  a 

cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  has  considerably  engrossed 

the  attention  of  the  public.     Our  general  assembly  will  sit  the 

[first]  Wednesday  of  February   next.      Soon    after,  I   expect  a 

manifesto  will  be  published,  in  which  will  be  exhibited  many  things 

which  the  public  are  anxious  to  know.     Till  that  time  people  must 

be  content  with  such  conjectures  as  best  J^uits.     I  am  at  a  loss  to 

form  an  idea  what  tlie  United  States  would  have  Vermont  to  do. 

General  John  Stark.  Ethan  Allen. 

H. —  Governor  Chitfi'nden  to  Governor  TntinhuU  of  (^onnectlrut. 

State  of  Vermont,  | 

In  Council,  Arlington,  12th  December,  1780.  \ 
Sir  :  —  Enclosed  I  transmit  your  excellency  a  copy  of  my  let- 
ter to  congress  of  the  25th  of  July  last,  which,  together  with  this, 
I  request  may  be  laid  before  the  legislature  of  the  state  over  whom 
you  preside  for  their  perusal  and  consideration,  as  it  is  the  only 
method  that  Vermont  has  at  present  in  her  power  of  soliciting  a 
union  with  the  United  Statics  to  propose  it  to  their  several  legis- 
latures separately,  and  as  I  have  not  received  any  answer  from 
congress  to  my  proposal  of  union  in  my  said  letter  to  them,  nor 
to  sending  other  similar  offers  from  this  government  with  addi- 
tional proffers  to  that  honorable  body  to  bear  a  just  pio]X>rtion  of 
the  expense  of  the  present  war  with  (treat  Britain,  it  does  not 
appear  that  congress  have  determined  to  admit  this  state  into 
union.  The  arguments  and  representations  exhibited  in  my  said 
btter  to  ccmgress  are  ecpially  applicable  for  the  consideration  of 
the  several  legislatures  of  the  United  States.  This  being  pre- 
mised, I  proceed  to  {)ropose  an  alliance  and  permanent  confedera- 
tion between  the  states  of  Connecticut  and  Vermont  against  the 

'  EtMn  Allen  Pnperfi,'M:\.  The  loiters  of  ireueral  Stark,  to  wliieh  this 
wan  a  response,  are  iii>t  in  the  memoir  and  oflicial  corres])ondenee  of 
Stark. 
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hostile  attempt  of  British  power,  on  such  conditions  as  may  be 
ajrreed  upon  for  the  mutual  advantage  and  security  of  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  two  states  respectively.  Similar  pro- 
|)osals  ai*e  made  to  'the  legislature  of  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations  by  this  government,  and  also  a  demand  on  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  of  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  to  relin^iuish  their  claims  of  jurisdiction  to  Ver- 
mont, with  proposals  to  unite  with  them  in  a  like  uniou. 

Tlie  citizens  of  this  state  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  owing  to  the 
undue  influence  which  those  contiguous  claiming  states  (to  this 
territory,)  have  in  congress  that  Vermont  has  hitherto  been  pre- 
vented from  a  union  with  the  United  States.  This  they  consider 
the  greatest  injustice  and  ingratitude,  as  they  have  ever  since  the 
coraniencement  of  the  present  war  been  a  frontier,  in  part,  to 
every  one  of  them,  and  in  such  circumstances  have  nothing  better 
to  ex[)ect  from  them  at  tiie  conclusion  of  this  war,  than  to  1)6 
ol)liged  to  wage  another  war  with  them  to  protect  their  liberties 
against  their  exorbitant  claims,  or  fall  a  prey  to  them,  notwith- 
standing such  a  series  of  sufterings  and  beneficial  service  done 
to  the  United  States  in  general,  and  to  them  in  particular,  in  the 
course  of  this  war.  And  although  these  considerations,  abstracted 
from  all  others,  are  sufficiently  discouraging,  yet  additional  evils 
arise  when  we  consider  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  Uanada;  the 
probability  of  their  being  reinforced  between  this  and  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  next  campaign,  together  with  tlieir  advantages  of 
the  navigation  of  the  lakes,  by  which  means  they  can  suddenly 
bring  their  whole  force  into  this  state,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
their  object  next  campaign,  unless  some  measures  be  immediately 
adopted  to  prevent  it,  as  the  frontier  settlements  of  the  state  of 
New  York  are  already  destroyed  In  a  word,  their  force  will  be 
so  great  that  it  will  be  out  of  the  [)ower  of  this  state  to  form  mag- 
azines and  support  a  body  of  troops  sufficient  to  withstand  them, 
and  the  consequence  must  inevital)ly  be  either  that  the  inhabitants 
of  this  state  be  sacriliced ;  or  2dly,  they  must  be  obliged  to  retire 
into  the  interior  parts  of  the  United  States  for  safety;  or  -Udly, 
l)e  under  the  disagrei^able  necessity  of  making  the  best  terms 
with  the  British  that  may  be  in  their  power.  Nearly  the  same 
would  be  the  condition  of  either  of  the  United  States  separately 
considered  from  their  union,  (as  they  would  be  unable  to  with- 
stand the  British  power,)  which  may  abundantly  serve  to  evince 
that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  Vermont  to  be  further  serviceable  to 
them,  luiless  they  are  admitted  into  the  union. 
1  am,  your  excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant,  Thos.  Chittendkn. 
Copy  attest,  Thos.  Tolman,  1\  Serty, 

ITiff  Excellency  G-overnor  Turniull  [^TrumhulL'\ 
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ludorscd:  (*' No.  5.) — Copy  of  letter  from  governor  Chitten- 
den to  governor  Turnbull,  [Trumbull,]  dated  Arlington,  12th  Dec- 
ember, 1780." 

H. —  Governor  Chittenden  to  Grovernor  Hancock  of  Massachusetts. 

State  of  Vermont,  ) 

In  Council,  Arlington,  12th  December,  1780.  J 

iSir: — Enclosed  I  transmit  your  excellency  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  congress  of  25th  July  last,  which,  together  with  this,  I  request 
may  be  laid  before  the  legislature  of  the  state,  over  whom  you 
preside,  for  their  perusal  and  consideration. 

The  arguments  and  representations  therein  exhibited  are 
ecjually  applicable  for  the  consideration  of  the  several  legisla- 
tures of  the  United  States  separately. 

Many  and  great  are  the  evils  which  Vermont  labor  under. 
Congress  claiming  a  jurisdiction  over  them  ;  three  of  the  United 
States  claiming  their  territory,  in  whole,  or  in  part,  and  Vermont 
at  the  same  time  a  frontier  in  part  to  those  very  states,  and  ex- 
posed to  British  invasion  from  Canada,  who  being  possessed  of  the 
lakes  can  suddenly  bring  their  whole  force  into  this  state,  which, 
beyond  hesitation,  will  be  their  object  next  campaign,  unless 
some  immediate  measures  })e  adopted  to  prevent  it,  as  they  have 
already  destroyed  the  frontier  settlements  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  In  a  word,  their  force  will  undoubtedly  be  so  great  that 
it  will  be  out  of  the  power  of  the  state  to  form  magazines  and  to 
support  a  body  of  troops  suflBcient  to  withstand  them,  and  the 
consequence  must  inevitably  be,  either  that  the  people  of  this 
state  be  sacrificed;  or,  2dly,  be  obliged  to  retire  into  the  in- 
terior parts  of  the  United  States  for  safety  ;  or  8dly,  be  under 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  making  the  best  terms  with  the 
British  tliat  may  })c  in  their  power ;  nearly  the  same  would  be 
the  condition  of  cither  of  the  United  States  separately  considered 
from  their  union  (as  they  would  be  unable  to  withstand  the  British 
power,)  which  may  abundantly  serve  to  evince  that  it  is  out  of 
the  power  of  Vermont  to  be  further  serviceable  to  them,  unless 
they  are  admitted  into  union. 

This  state  are  of  o}>inion  that  it  is  highly  time  she  had  better 
assurances  from  the  several  states  now  in  union,  whether,  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  present  war,  she  may  without  molestation  enjoy 
her  independence,  or  whether  she  is  only  struggling  in  a  bloody 
war  to  establisli  neighboring  states  in  their  independence  to  over- 
throw or  swallow  up  her  own  and  deprive  her  citizens  of  their 
landed  estates.  I  do,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  this  state,  demand 
your  legislature  that  they  relinquish  their  pretensions  of  a  claim 
to  jurisdiction  over  any  and  every  part  of  this  state,  and  request 
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them  to  join  in  a  solid  union  with  Vermont  against  the  British 
forces  which  invade  the  American  states. 

Such  a  union  for  the  mutual  ad^  antages  of  both  states,  1  am 
ready  to  ratify  and  confirm  on  the  part  of  this  state. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  excellency's 

most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  Thos.  Chiitenden. 

A  true  copy,  attest,  Thos.  Tolman,  P,  Secy. 
ITtH  Excellency^  Governor  Hancock. 

Indorsed:  ("No.  6.)  —  Copy  of  a  letter  from  governor  Chit- 
tenden to  governor  Hancock,  dated  Arlington-,  12lh  December, 
1780."' 

H. —  General  Haldimand  to  Lord  George  Gerinalne, 

December  16,  [1780  ] 
Your  Excellency  mentions  to  the  minister  that  you  have  some 
reason  to  believe  the  ofl'ers  you  made  to  the  chief  of  that  district 
[Vermont]  some  time  since,  have  been,  or  may  be  accepted. 

The  alx)ve  is  placed  in  the  index  to  the  Haldimand  Papers  as 
of  December  16,  1781,  though  the  year  is  not  named  in  the  mem- 
orandum itself.  The  reply  of  gen.  Haldimand  to  lord  George 
Germaine's  letter  of  February  7,  1781,  was  dated  May  2*-],  1781, 
and  referred  to  Haldimand's  letter  to  the  Minister  as  "  of  the  16th 
of  December."  This  therefore  fixes  the  date  as  given  above. 
The  truce  with  Ethan  Allen  had  then  l)een  agreed  to,  and  the 
Vermont  commissioners  had  entertained  Haldimand's  agents  with 
"much  political  conversation,  and  exhibits  of  papers  took  place,''^ 
from  which,  according  to  Williams,  "  the  British  concluded  they 
were  in  a  fair  way  to  eflect  their  purposes. "3 

H. — Instructiona  of  General  Haldimand  to    ComnitHMlonerH  ap- 
pointed to  neyotiafe  with  Vermont, 

INSTRX'CTIONS  TO      ....      [JUSTICE  SIIEKWOOD   AND  OEO.  SMYTH.] 

Having  given  you  full  power  in  my  name  to  negotiate, 

Dec.  20.   in  conjunction  with  M  .  .  .  .   [major  Dundas,]  with  the 

people  of  Vermont  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  by  my 

letter  of  the  20th  of  October,  I  now  instnict  you  in  what  you 

^  In  consequence  of  this  appeal,  the  legislature  of  Ma.ssaehusef  t^  re- 
solved to  relinquish  her  claim  of  sovereignty  over  Vermont,  provided 
congress  .should  acknowledge  her  to  be  an  independent  state,  and  admit 
lier  into  the  union.  — Early  History,  328. 

*  Vl  Hist.  Col,  Vol.  I,  41G.    »  Williams,  Vol.  ii,  207. 
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may  assure  and  promise  to  them  as  the  means  of  accommodation, 
and  their  return  to  their  allegiance.  Sensible  of  the  injustice 
which  individuals  in  the  New  York  government  attempted  against 
them,  in  soliciting  and  obtaining  grants  of  land  which  had,  in 
consequence  of  grants  from  New  Hampshire,  been  cultivated  by 
the  labour  and  industry  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Green  Mountains, 
I  always  regretted  the  measures  which  were  taken  by  the  gov-, 
ernment  of  New  York,  and  felt  compassion  for  the  unhappy 
people  who  were  the  objects  of  them.  I  have  always  been  of 
opinion  that  a  people,  who,  during  the  last  war  were  so  ready  on  ev- 
ery occasion  to  oppose  the  enemies  of  Oreat  Britain,  and  [would] 
never  have  l>een  prevailed  upon  to  separate  themselves  from  a  coun- 
try with  which  they  were  intimately  connected  by  religion,  laws  and 
language,  had  their  properties  been  secured  to  them.  It  is  there- 
fore with  great  cheerfulness  that  I  authorize  you  to  give  these 
people  the  most  positive  assurances  that  their  country  will  be 
erected  into  a  separate  province,  independent  and  unconnected 
with  every  government  in  America,  and  will  be  entitled  to  every 
j>rerogative  and  immunity  which  is  promised  to  other  provinces  in 
your  [the]  proclamation  of  the  King's  commissioners.'  This  I 
hope  will  be  sufficient  to  remove  every  jealousy  of  Great  Britain 
wishing  to  deprive  them  of  their  liberties,  or  of  my  ever  becom- 
ing an  instrument  to  oppress  them.  I  sincerely  wish  to  bring 
back  to  their  allegiance  a  brave  and  unhappy  people,  so  that  they 
may  enjoy  the  blessing?^  of  peace,  liberty,  and  an  honest  industry. 
From  the  report  you  made  me,  I  consider  these  people  as  sincere  and 
candid  in  their  propositions.  I  will  therefore  act  towards  them 
with  the  sincerity  of  a  soldier  unpracticed  in  deceit  and  chicanery, 
and  you  may  assure  them  that  I  would  be  sorry  to  engage  them  in 
any  enterprise  which  might  prove  ruinous  to  them.  I  am  sensible 
that  their  situation  is  delicate  ;  that  the  utmost  caution  is  necessary 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  powerful  enemies  which  surround 
them,  but  with  regard  to  their  own  people,  whose  prejudices  are 
great  and  many,  and  who  cannot,  at  first  view,  see  the  advantage 
which  will  accrue  to  America  in  general,  as  well  as  to  themselves 
in  particular,  from  a  reconciliation  with  the  mother  country.  I 
am  so  much  convinced  of  the  present  infatuation  of  these  people, 
and  60  far  removed  from  expecting  that  the  people  with  whom  you 
negotiate  will  betray  any  trust  re[)Osed  in  them,  that*  I  agree, 
that  this  negotiation  should  cease  and  any  step  that  leads  to  it  be 
forgotten,  provided  the  congress  shall  grant  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont a  seat  in  their  assembly,  and  acknowledge  its  independency. 
1  trust  that  time  and  other  methods  will  bring  about  a  rcconcilia- 

^Doubtle.ss  meaning  the  proclamation  and  manifesto  of  the  king's 
commissioners  to  the  people  of  the  colonies  in  1778. 
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tion  and  a  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  hope  and  expect  they 
will  act  towards  me  with  the  same  frankness  and  sincerity,  and 
apprize  mc  by  your  means  of  their  intentions,  prospects,  and  meas- 
ores,  so  that  I  may  be  more  able  to  assist  them. 

In  order  to  entitle  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  of  Vermont  to 
the  provisions  of  half-pay  which  His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
make  to  the  officers  of  provincial  corjis  who  take  arms  in  support 
of  his  government,  I  propose  to  raise  two  battalions  consisting  of 
ten  companies  each,  to  be  commanded  by  Messrs.  Allen  and  Chit- 
tenden, or  any  others  whom  the  governor  and  council  of  Vermont 
shall  appoint,  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  lieiitenant^colonels  com- 
mandants, of  which  1  shall  myself  be  colonel,  but  to  which  the 
lieutenant-colonels  commandants  shall,  subject  to  my  approbation, 
ha?e  the  appointment  of  the  officers ;  and  if  the  defense  of  the 
state  should  require  it,  more  will  hereafter  be  raised  upon  the 
same  footing. 

For  the  further  encouragement  of  the  {)ersons  who  shall  exert 
themselves  in  promoting  the  happy  re-union,  I  promise,  besides  the 
al>ove  appointments,  that  they  shall  have  gratuities  suitable  to 
their  merits.  F.  Haldimand. 

Quebec,  20th  December,  1780. 

Indorsed:  ("  Copy)  No.  2. —  Instructions  to  .  .  .  Dated 
20th  December,  1780.''^ 

H.  —  (Copy.)  —  Queries  nu^^gested  hy  .     .     ,  and  anHwers  thereto,' 

1st.     What  forces       To  1st  and  2nd.     As  soon  as  the  people 

may  I  say  Men  [Al- '  of  Vermont  shall  declare,  either  for  a  neu- 

lenj  shall  expect,  and  trality  or  for  the  King,  I  will  cause  to  march 

when?  3000  or  more  troops,  according  as  situation 

of  things  in  the  other  parts  of  the  province 

will  admit,  to  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Cham- 

2nd.    How  far  will  plain  in  order  to  support  them,  or  to  co- 

they   penetrate   into  operate  with  them  in  any  plan  which  may 

the  country  ?  ,  be  agreed  upon. 

^  Although  dated  December  20,  1780,  these  instructions  probably  were 
not  communicated  to  Ira  Allen  until  the  meeting  with  HaldiniandV 
commissioners.  May  8,  1781.  Allen  said  :  **The  next  day  [after  his  ar- 
rival] the  commissioners  met  to  settle  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners. Major  Dundas,  captain  Sherwood,  and  George  Smyth,  Esq., 
produced  their  credentials,  as  also  Col.  Allen.'' —  VU  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  i,  421. 

*  These  queries  may  have  been  suggested  by  Ira  Allen,  but  evidently 
they  were  put  to  general  Haldimand  by  one  of  his  eoramissiuners.  The 
paper  is  uot  dated,  but  it  is  numbered  next  in  order  to  the  *' Instructions  " 
to  the  commissioners,  and  the  answers  of  general  Haldimand  are  in- 
structions in  detail  on  the  points  raised. 
12 
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3rd.  Shall  the 
truce  be  privately 
continued  with  Ver- 
mont, and  will  neu- 
trality at  first  be  ac- 
cepted and  trade 
granted  ? 


4  th.  Will  the 
whole  of  the  New 
Hampshire  or  Ver- 
mont grants  of  land, 
as  they  now  stand, 
be  confirmed  to  the 
grantees,  or  as  many 
of  them  as  return  to 
their  allegiance,  and 
all  other  claims  in- 
validated ?  will  Ver- 
mont have  a  sepa- 
rate jurisdiction  from 
any  other  government 
under  the  King  ? 

5th.  Will  they 
have  the  privilege  of 
choosing  their  own 
representatives  and 
civil  officers,  the  gov- 
ernor excepted  ? 


6th.  Will  the  gen- 
eral keep  up  a  corres- 
pondence by  flags  ? 


3rd.  There  is  the  greatest  necessity  to 
keep  the  negotiation  secret,  and  to  remove 
even  every  suspicion  of  it ;  therefore  the 
truce  cannot  be  privately  continued,  nor 
trade  granted.  The  correspondence  will  be 
carried  on  by  flags,  and  these  must  be  con- 
ducted with  the  most  rigid  precaution.  I 
am  equally  sensible  with  the  people  of  Cas- 
tletown, that  there  are  spies  from  New  York 
and  other  Colonies  within  this  province,  and 
who  will  be  very  apt  to  watch  every  motion. 
The  flags  from  Vermont,  as  well  as  those 
from  All)any,  will,  for  the  future,  be  stopped 
at  Point-au-Fer,  where  proper  persons  will 
be  sent  to  confer  with  them. 


4th.  With  regard  to  the  4th  Query,  it 
appears  so  reasonable  that  I  can  seo  no  dif- 
ficulty in  it ;  however,  as  the  rights  and  pre- 
tensions of  many  individuals,  even  amongst 
themselves,  may  be  comprehended  in  it,  of 
the  particulars  of  which  I  am  entirely  igno- 
rant, and  having  no  authority  to  decide  con- 
troversies of  that  kind,  I  cannot  undertake 
for  anything  more  than  that  the  country  shall 
have  a  separate  jurisdiction  independent  of 
every  other  in  America,  which  to  me  appears 
sufficient  to  secure  the  property  of  every  per- 
son belongin^t  to  the  State  of  Vermont. 


5th.  With  regard  to  the  5th  query,  you 
may  say  that  as  their  province  will  be  per- 
fectly independent  of  every  other  govern- 
ment under  the  King,  they  will  have  an 
undoubted  right  to  every  immunity,  exemp- 
tion or  privilege  mentioned  in  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  King's  Commissioners. 


The  6th  query  is  comprehended  in  the 
3rd. 
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7th.  Whether  brig- 
adier Allen  shall  com- 
mand his  own  brig- 
ade in  camp  or  ac- 
tion [act]  as  a  tempo- 


7th.     Lieut.  Colonel  Allen  will  certainly 

have  the  command  of  the  troops  of  Vermont, 

subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  orders  of  the  of' 

ficers  whom  General  Haldimand  will  send 

with  the  3000  men,  but  who  will  not  inter- 

rary  brigadier  ?  I  fere  with  the  particular  arrangements  or  de- 

I  tail  of  the  troops  of  Vermont. 

Indorsed  :  "  No.  3,  Queries  and  Answers." 


Governor  Chittenden  to  General  Washington, 
Arlington,  State  op  Vermont,  15  January,  1781. 
Sir:  —  I   am  extremely  unhappy  when  I   view  the 

Jan^^o  ^''*^*^^^  situation  of  the  interest  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  great  evils  which  attend  the  people  in  this  quar- 
ter by  the  unhappy  internal  broils  and  contentions,  caused  by  the 
disputes  between  them  and  the  several  adjacent  states,  which  pre- 
vent that  line  of  correspondence  with  your  excellency  necessary 
to  make  the  common  interest  become  mutual,  and  which,  I  am  not 
insensible,  puts  it  out  of  your  excellency's  power  to  hold  such 
correspondence  as,  I  presume,  from  your  known  humanity  and 
warm  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  mankind,  would  be  otherwise 
granted  with  pleasure.' 

Notwithstanding  I  esteem  it  my  duty  to  inform  your  excellency 
of  the  perseverance  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  in  the  grand 
cause  of  liberty  in  which  they  have  embarked,  and  of  the  high 
estimation  they  entertain  of  your  excellency's  eminent  services  as 
commander-in-chief  of  the  American  arms,  (uot  to  flatter),  I  am 
wanting  in  language  to  express  their  feelings.  I  can  only  assure 
your  excellency  that  nothing  impedes  their  willingness  to  support 
your  excellency  in  the  important  trust  of  commander-in-chief,  at 
the  risk  of  everything  dear  to  them,  but  a  want  of  being  assured, 
at  the  end,  of  sharing  equal  privileges  with  the  United  States. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  give  your  excellency  any  intelligence  which 
may,  in  the  least,  add  to  your  burden.  But  duty  to  my  country, 
and  self-preservation,  make  it  become  necessary  to  present  an  offi- 
cial account  of  our  situation  in  this  quarter,  so  far  as  respects  the 
interest  of  the  common  cause ;  for  which  I  refer  your  excellency 
to  the  enclosed  letters,  which  are  copies  of  them  sent  as  therein 
specified,  and  will  give  a  particular  relation  of  the  subject.^ 

*  This  is  a  frank  acknowledgement  of  the  fact  that,  so  long  as  Vermont 
was  not  recognized  as  a  state  by  congress,  Washington  could  not  offi- 
ciaXly  correspond  with  Chittenden. —  (Jorrespondence  of  the  Bevolution^ 
Vol.  m,  209. 

'The  letters  of  November  22  and  December  12,  1780,  to  New  York 
and  the  New  England  States. 
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I  can  only  mention  further  to  your  excellency,  that  many  pris- 
oners, inhabitants  of  this  state,  are  in  the  custody  of  the  enemy 
in  Canada  ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  we  have  taken  more  than 
three  times  the  number  from  them,  it  is  at  present  out  of  our 
power  to  return  equal  numbers,  having  delivered  prisoners  so 
taken,  fr(»m  time  to  time,  to  the  United  States.  We  are  about 
settling  a  cartel  for  the  redemption  of  our  men  in  Canada,  as  he- 
\fore  mentioned.^  I  must  therefore  beg  your  excellency's  indul- 
gence with  a  sufficient  number  of  prisoners  to  answer  such  an 
exchange,  should  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose 
agree.  Should  this  proposal  meet  your  excellency's  approbation, 
a  return  of  the  number  shall  be  immediately  transmitted,  and  a 
compliance  with  any  reasonable  requisition  that  may  be  necessary 
to  complete  a  matter  so  earnestly  wished  for  by,  sir,  your  excel- 
lency's most  respectful 

And  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Chittenden. 


Beverly  lijhini^on  to  Ethan  Alleti.^ 

New  York,  February  2,  1781. 
Sir:  —  I  sent  two  copies  of  the  above  letter  [of 
^ll\  March  80,  1780,  ante,  59,]  the  first  on  the  12th  of 
April  and  the  second  the  24th  of  May  last,  neither  of 
which  I  am  afraid  got  to  your  hands,  as  1  never  had  any  answers 
from  you.  But  the  frecjuent  accounts  we  have  had  for  three 
months  past  from  your  part  of  the  country  confirms  me  in  the 
opinion  1  had  of  your  inclination  to  join  the  king's  cause,  and  to 
assist  in  restoring  America  to  her  former  peaceable  and  happy 
constitution.  This  induces  me  to  make  another  trial  in  sending 
this  to  you,  especially  as  I  can  now  with  more  authority,  and  as- 
sure you  that  you  may  obtain  the  terms  mentioned  in  the  above 
letter,  provided  you  and  the  people  of  Vermont  take  an  active 
part  with  us.  1  l)eg  to  have  an  answer  to  tliis  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  that  you  will  (if  it  is  your  intention)  point  out  some  method 
of  carrying  on  a  correspondence  for  the  future ;  also  in  what 
manner  you  cau  be  most  serviceable  to  government,  either  by  act- 
ing with  our  northern  army  [Haldimand's]  or  to  meet  and  join 
our  army  [sir  Henry  ClinUm'sJ  from  hence.     Should  be  glad  you 


*  If  this  is  not  a  slip  of  the  peu.  it  implies  that  Washington  had  been 
notitied  by  Chittenden  before  this  date  of  the  proposed  cartel ;  but  no 
previous  letter  to  that  elfect  is  found  in  Washington's  correspondence. 

*  Ethan  Allen  Papers^  ms.,  340. 


Digitized  by 


Gdogle 


Lord  George  Germahif?  to  Haldimand  and  Clinton,        93 

would  give  mc  every  infonnation  that  may  be  useful  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Beverly  Robinson,  Col,  Loyal  American  Regiment, 
To  Col,  Ethan  Allen^  Vermont, 


H. — Lord  George  Ger7naine  to  General  Haldimand, 

February  7,  1781.     (No.  77) 
The  Minister  says :  The  return  of  the  people  of  Vermont  to 

their  allegiance  is  an  event  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  king's 

affairs. 

Greneral  Haldimand    has   received  instructions  to  draw  them 

over,  and  give  them  support. 


L)rd  George  Germaine  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,^ — [Extract.] 

Whitehall,  [London,]  February  7,  1781. 
The  return  of  the  people  of  Vermont  to  their  allegiance,  is  an 
event  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  king's  affairs ;'  and  at  this 
time,  if  the  French  and  Washington  really  meditate  an  irruption 
into  Canada,  may  be  considered  as  opposing  an  insurmountable 
bar  to  the  attempt.^  General  Haldimand,  who  has  the  same  in- 
structions with  you  to  draw  over  these  people,  and  give  them  suf)- 
port,  will,  I  doubt  not,  push  up  a  body  of  troops,  to  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  them,  to  secure  all  the  avenues  through  their  country 
into  Canada ;  and  when  the  season  admits,  take  possession  of  the 
up{)er  parts  of  the  Hudson  and  Connecticut  rivers,  and'  cut  off 
the  communication  between  Albany  and  the  Mohawk  country. 
How  far  they  may  be  able  to  extend  themselves  southward,  or 
eastward,  must  depend  on  their  numbers,  and  the  disposition  of 
the  inhabitants  ;  but,  if  Albany  should  take  part  with  them,  the 
inducement  to  attempt  to  open  a  communication  with  them  by 
Hudson's  river  will  appear  irresistible  to  people  here.^ 


^  Word  for  word  as  to  Haldimand  on  the  ^^ame  day. 

*  Washington  had  entertained  such  a  design  at  times  from  Sei)tember 
1778  to  December  1779.  — Xi/e  and  Writings,  Vol.  vi,  5(M2.3. 

'Thii*  letter  had  been  intercepted  It  was  read  in  congress  July  81, 
and  published  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  August  4,  1781,  and  had 
an  immediate  and  powerful  inHuemre  upon  congress,  tending  to  settle 
the  long  pending  controversy  in  favor  of  Vermont. 
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December  1778  to  July  1781. 

Between  December  9,  1778,  the  date  of  the  Cornish  conven- 
tion' and  November  1780,^  two  schemes  had  been  suggested  in 
congress  and  to  some  extent  favored  in  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire,^  and  by  the  adherents  to  New  York  in  Vermont  — 
one  being  to  assign  the  whole  of  Vermont  to  New  Hampshire, 
and  the  other  to  divide  it  between  New  Hampshire  and  New 
York  —  thus  disposing  of  a  long  and  troublesome  controversy. 
These  schemes  were  known  to  friends  of  Vermont ;  and  after  the 
withdrawal  of  the  agents  from  congress,  September  22, 1780,  and 
the  postponement  of  the  case  by  congress  on  the  27th,  ''  a  plan 
was  then  laid  between  two  persons  at  Pliiladelphia,  to  unite  all 
parties  in  Vermont,  in  a  way  that  would  be  honorable  to  those 
who  had  been  in  favor  of  New  York,  and  said  sixteen  towns  " 
[in  New  Hampshire,  which  had  formerly  united  with  Vermont,] 
and  "  that  would  also  justify  the  legislature  of  Vermont."-* 

The  "  two  persons "  referred  to  were  unquestionably  Ira  Al- 
len and  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  who  were  then  in  Philadelphia  as 
agents  of  Vermont  —  the  one  specially  representing  western  Ver- 
mont, whose  interests  pointed  to  the  annexation  of  part  of  New 
York,  and  the  other  representing  eastern  Vermont,  whose  inter- 
ests favored  an  addition  of  a  part  of  New  Hampshire.  One  part 
of  the  plan,  as  stated  by  Ira  Allen,  was  to  induce  the  members  of 
the  council  and  assembly  of  New  Hampshire,  resident  in  the  towns 
favorable  to  an  union  with  Vermont,  to  call  a  convention  to  con- 
sider the  subject.  This  was  eifected ;  such  a  convention  having 
met  at  Walpole,  November  15  and  16,  1780,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  the  record  \^ 

'  State  Papers,  102. 

-  At  tliat  time  Mr.  Madison  wrote  to  Joseph  Jones  that  all  the  evi- 
dence in  the  case  of  Vermont  had  been  heard,  and  "  the  proposition  for 
including  it  within  the  jurisdiction  of  some  one  of  the  states  debated  for 
some  time.''  —  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  60. 

'  January  13,  1781,  New  Hampshire  instructed  her  delegation  in  con- 
gress to  claim  juriKdiction  over  Vermont.  — Ms.  Index  to  Stevens  Papers, 
79. 

*Ira  Allen,  Vt.  Hist.  Coll,  Vol.  i,  412.    '  SiaU  Papers,  126. 
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At  a  CONVENTION  of  DELEGATES  from  the  i^everal 
toirns  in  the  County  of  Cheshire,  in  the  State  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, held  at  Walpole,  in  said  county,  on  the  liyth  day  of  No- 
vember, in  the  year  of  mir  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  : 

Voted,  That  Dr.  Page,  CoL  Hunt,  Capt,  Holmes,  DanielJones, 
Esq.  and  CoL  Bellows,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  gentlemen 
from  any  parts  of  the  territory,  called  the  New-Uampshire  grants, 
concerning  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  grants,  and  to  consider 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  relative  to 
their  jurisdiction ;  that  the  same  may  be  ascertained  and  estab- 
hshed.  Which  committee,  after  due  enquiry  and  consideration, 
repoVt  as  follows,  viz.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  convention, 
held  at  Walpole,  November  loth,  1780,  do  report,  that  we  have 
conferred  with  the  several  gentlemen  present,  who  were  commit- 
tees from  the  different  parts  of  the  territory,  called  the  New- 
Hampshire  grants,  viz.  Cumberland,  Glovcester  and  Grafton 
counties,  and  do  find,  that  many  matters  lately  agitated,  with  res- 
pect to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  New-Hampshire  grants,  render  a 
union  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory  indisp>ensably  necessary. 
The  said  inhabitants  received  the  grants  of  their  lands  from  the 
same  jurisdiction,  and  settled  them  while  a  union  was  extant ; 
which  was  an  implicit  engagement  of  authority,  that  it  should  be 
continued.  But  we  were  unjustly  deprived  of  the  advantages  re- 
sulting from  it,  in  the  year  1764,  by  an  arbitrary  decree  of  Great 
Britain,  to  which  we  never  acceded :  which  decree,  however, 
cannot  be  esteemed  eflScacious,  since  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence ;  it  being  one  of  those  iniquitous  measures,  by  which  they 
were  attempting  to  oppress  the  colonies  ;  and  for  which  we  have 
since  thrown  off  subjection.  This  being  the  case,  the  union  re- 
exists.  And  shall  we  throw  it  off?  God  forbid.  The  situation 
of  the  territory  aforesaid,  by  reason  of  their  being  a  frontier,  as 
well  as  many  other  matters,  which  are  obvious,  respecting  com- 
merce and  transactions  of  a  public  nature,  makes  it  expedient  that 
they  be  united  in  all  their  interests,  in  order  to  make  their  efforts, 
in  that  quarter,  against  the  common  enemy,  more  vigorous  and  ef- 
ficacious. In  respect  to  government,  great  disadvantages  may 
arise  by  a  division.  In  that  case,  delinquents  may  easily  evade 
the  operation  of  justice,  by  passing  from  one  state  to  another,  and 
thereby  be  induced  more  readily  to  practice  ini(|uity  in  that  part 
where  the  body  of  inhabitants,  and  the  principal  traflfick,  center. 
And  we  imagine  that  a  union  of  public  interests  is  the  only  means 
by  which  the  contentions  and  animosities,  now  subsisting  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  aforesaid,  can  be  brought  to  a 
happy  issue  :  for,  so  long  as  the  course  of  justice  is  in  different 
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channels,  where  people  are  so  nearly  allied,  disturbances  will 
arise.  From  authentic  information,  we  cannot  but  apprehend, 
that  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  is  greatly  remiss,  if  not  grossly 
negligent  (to  call  it  by  no  harsher  name)  in  trusting  affairs  of  such 
great  importance  as  the  settlement  of  their  western  boundary,  to  a 
committee,  some  of  whom,  we  conceive,  would  risk  the  loss  of  half 
the  state,  rather  than  New-Hainpshirc  should  extend  their  claim 
west  of  Connecticut  river.  And,  from  tlie  best  authority  that  can 
be  obtained,  it  appears  that  the  agent  of  the  state  aforesaid  is  en- 
deavouring to  confirm  a  division  of  the  grants,  contrary  to  their 
true  interests ;  which  has  given  the  people,  on  the  grants,  just  oc- 
casion to  rouse  and  exert  themselves  in  support  of  an  union  of  the 
whole.  We,  therefore,  earnestly  recommend,  as  the  only  means 
to  obtain  an  union,  preserve  peace,  harmony,  and  brotherly  love, 
and  the  interest  of  the  community  in  general,  that  a  convention  be 
called  from  every  town  within  the  said  grants,  to  be  held  at  Charles- 
town,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  next,  at  one  of  the  clock, 
in  the  afternoon ;  and  that  one  or  more  members  be  appointed 
from  each  town,  with  proper  instructions  to  unite  in  such  measures 
as  the  majority  shall  judge  most  conducive  to  consolidate  an  union 
of  the  grants,  and  effect  a  final  settlement  of  the  line  of  jurisdiction. 

B.  Bellows,^ 

S.  Hunt, 

D.  Jones,       )►  Committee. 

L.  Holmes, 

W.  Page, 

Li  Convention,  at  Walpole^  November  16/A,  1780. 
The  above  report  l)eing  repeatedly  read, — Voted, 
That  it  be  accepted  ;  and  a   suflScient  number  of  copies  be 
printed  and  transmitted  to  the  several  towns  on  the  New-Hamp- 
shire grants,  on  both  sides  of  Connecticut  river,  for  their  notice, 
to  appoint  one  or  more  members  to  attend  the  said  general  con- 
vention ;  which  shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  notification. 
By  order  cf  the  Conventmi^ 

Benjamin  Bellows,  Chairman, 
A  true  Copy — Attest^  Daniel  Nbwcomb,  (^erk. 

At  the  same  time  the  adherents  to  New  York  in  Vermont  were 
busy  in  seeking  relief  from  their  unpleasant  predicament,  as  svi- 
jects  of  a  state  which  could  not  protect  them,  and  residents  of  a 
state  to  which  they  would  not  confess  allegiance.  They,  too, 
called  conventions,  the  first  on  the  31st  of  October : 

On  this  occasion,  Luke  Knowlton,  Hilkiah  Grout,  Oliver  Lov- 
ell,  Col.  John  Sargeants,  Micah  Townshend,  Maj.  Jonathan  Hunt, 
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Simon  Stevens,  Charles  Phelps,  Benjamin  Henry,  James  Clay, 
Maj.  Elkanah  Day,  Thomas  Cutler,  and  Barzillai  Rice,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  feasibility  of  a 
new  government,  and  to  meet  such  persons  as  should  be  author- 
ized, to  consult  upon  the  same  question  by  a  convention  or  a  com- 
mittee of  the  people  of  Gloucester  county  on  the  west,  and  Graf- 
ton county  on  the  east  side  of  Connecticut  river.  The  design  of 
Cumberland  county  in  these  proceedings  was  'to  devise  and  carry 
into  execution  such  measures*  as  should  be  deemed  best  calculated 
*  to  unite  in  one  political  body  all  the  inhal)itants  from  Mason's 
grant  on  the  east  to  the  height  of  land  on  the  west  side  the  said 
river.' ' 

Accordingly,  Nov.  8,  delegations  from  Cumberland,  Gloucester, 
and  Grafton  counties  met  at  Charlestown,  and  took  measures  to 
leaim  the  sentiments  of  all  the  towns  within  the  proposed  new  dis- 
trict or  state.  The  Cheshire  county  convention  followed  on  the 
15th,  and  the  result  of  all  these  movements  was  a  general  conven- 
tion of  representatives  of  all  the  towns  interested,  at  Charlestown, 
Jan.  16,  1781,  which  consisted  of  representatives  from  forty-three 
towns. 

No  record  of  the  Charlestown  convention  can  be  found  ;  but  its 
proceedings  were  summarily  stated  by  Ira  Allen,  who  attended 
the  convention  with  credentials  as  a  member,  though  he  did  not 
present  them.  His  statement  was  that  a  committee  of  the  conven- 
tion reported,  on  the  first  day — 

To  unite  all  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  to  New  Hampshire, 
which  was  adopted  by  a  great  majority,  and  went  in  fact  to  anni- 
hilate the  state  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Allen  informed  some  confiden- 
tial persons  that  the  governor,  council,  and  some  other  leading 
characters,  on  the  west  side  of  the  green  mountains,  were  for  ex- 
tending their  claim  of  jurisdiction  to  the  Mason  line  ;  and  that  if 
the  convention  would  take  proper  measures,  the  legislature  of  Ver- 
mont would  extend  their  claim  at  their  adjourned  term  in  Febru- 
ary, 1781  ;  and  that  he  was  authorized  to  give  such  assurance. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  reconsider  the  report  and 
recommit  it  to  the  committee,  to  be  corrected  and  fitted  for  the 
press,  as  it  would  be  a  matter  of  public  notoriety,  and  to  lay  it 
again  before  the  convention  next  morning.  The  friends  of  New 
Hampshire  were  much  pleased  with  their  success,  and  well  en- 
joyed the  night ;  but  the  scene  changed  the  next  morning,  and 


*  Sastem  Vermont^  401. 
18 
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tbe  committee  reversed  their  report,  and  reported  to  unite  all  the 
territory  of  New  Hampshire,  west  of  Mason's  east  line,  extend- 
ing to  Connecticut  river,  to  the  state  of  Vermont ;  vs^hich  report 
was  accepted  by  a  great  majority  of  the  convention,  it  being 
principally  opposed  by  twelve  members  of  the  council  and  assem- 
bly of  New  Hampshire,  who  thereupon  withdrew  to  remonstrate 
against  the  same.  This  barefaced  conduct  of  the  members  of  the 
[New  Hampshire]  legislature  disclosed  their  intension  at  once, 
and  furnished  Vermont  with  fair  pretentions  to  extend  her  juris- 
diction on  grounds  of  similar  policy  and  self-preservation. 

The  convention  then  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  the 
legislature  of  Vermont  at  their  next  term,  and  adjourned  to  meet 
at  Cornish  (only  three  miles  from  Windsor,  the  place  of  session 
of  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  agreeable  to  adjournment,)  on  the 
same  day  with  them.' 

While  these  events  were  occurring  in  eastern  Vermont,  the 
leading  men  in  the  west  had  not  been  idle.  From  various  mo- 
tives, there  was  a  disposition  in  the  section  of  New  York  bordering 
on  Vermont  to  seok  a  union  with  Vermont,  and  at  the  February 
session  of  the  general  assembly,  petitions  to  this  end  from  persons 
residing  in  that  section  were  presented. 

February  10,  the  committee  of  the  Cornish  convention  formally 
presented  an  application  for  an  union  with  Vermont  in  "  one  sep- 
arate, independent  government."  February  14,  the  committee  of 
the  whole,  ''  to  whom  was  referred  the  several  papers  from  the 
committee  of  the  convention  at  Cornish,  and  also  the  requests  of 
the  inhabitants  living  north  of  a  line,  being  extended  from  the 
north  line  of  Massachusetts  to  Hudson's  river,  and  east  of  the 
same  river  and  south  of  latitude  forty-five  " —  made  their  report: 

Your  committee    do  recommend,  in  order  to  quiet   the 

present  disturbances  on  the  two  sides  of  said  [Connecticut]  river, 
and  the  better  to  enable  the  inhabitants  on  the  two  sides  of  said 
river  to  defend  the  frontier,  that  the  legislature  of  this  state  do 
lay  a  judrisdictional  claim  to  all  the  lands  whatever  east  of  Con- 
necticut river,  north  of  the  Massachusetts,  west  of  the  Mason  line, 
and  south  of  latitude  forty-five  degrees ;  and  that  they  do  not  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  for  the  time  heing,^ 

'  Vt.  Hist.  Coll,  Vol.  I,  413,  414. 

^  These  boundaries  are  from  WilUams^  Vol.  n,  199.  Slade's  State  Pa- 
pers, 130,  omit  tlie  words  "  west  of  the  Mason  line,"  but  in  the  repoi-t 
on  page  132  these  words  are  inserted.  In  this,  Slade  followed  the  ms. 
journal. 
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The  committee  in  the  same  report  made  the  same  recommenda- 
tion as  to  the  territory  of  New  York  east  of  the  Hudson : 

Whereupon 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  February/  14,  1781. 
Feif^ii    '^^^  aforesaid  report  was  read  and  accepted. 

Attest,  RoswELL  Hopkins,  Clerk. 


[In  Assembly:]  The  aforesaid  report  was  read  and  accepted, 
and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  this  state  have  and  do  hereby  lay  a  jurisdictional 
claim  to  all  the  lands  and  waters  within  the  lines  described  in  the 
aforesaid  report. 

In  Assembly  :  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred 

Feb.  16.   the  request  of  the  convention  now  sitting  at  Cornish, 
Ac,  brought  in  the  following  report,  viz.: 

That  this  assembly  is  willing  to  receive  the  inhabitants  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants  east  of  Connecticut  river,  and  west  of 
the  Mason  line,  into  union  with  this  state,  if  we  can  agree  on  terms 
that  shall  be  safe  for  this  state  and  beneficial  for  the  whole. 

[Signed,]  Timo.  Brownson,  Chairman. 

The  aforesaid  report  was  accepted,  and 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  two,  to  join  a  committee  from 
the  council,  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Cornish  convention  with 
the  aforesaid  report. 

On  the  same  day  this  committee  was  increased  to  nine,  and  the 
council  concurred,  adding  four  members  of  that  body  to  the  com- 
mittee.' 

In  Assembly  :  Resolved,  That  there  be  two  agents  ap- 

Feb.  17.    pointed,  and  fully  authorized,  immediately  to  await  upon 

the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York,  now  convened 

at  Albany,  to  agree  upon  and  establish  the  line  between  this  state 

and  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  agents  chosen  (by  ballot)  are  Col.  Ira  Allen  and  Maj.  Jo- 
seph Fay.^ 

This  was  concurred  in  by  the  council,  Feb.  22,  the  same  day  on 
which  the  east  union  was  confirmed  by  both  houses.  On  the  6th 
of  April  following,  the  council  voted  not  to  send  these  agents,  and 
also  *'  not  to  write  any  further  to  the  general  assembly  of  New 
York  at  present  ;"3   nevertheless,  the  fact  shows  that  Vermont 


»  Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  209,  210;  and  Council  Journals,  1776  to 
1780,  353. 
^Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784;;2I1. 
*  Journals  of  Council,  1776  to  1780,  371. 
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theu  intended  to  agree  with  New  York,  if  possible,  upon  a  bound- 
ary line,  and  hence  the  conclusion  is  that  the  west  union  wag  a 
meastire  of  policy  for  the  time  being.  So  were  both  unions,  as  the 
following  clearly  indicates. 

The  resolution  of  Feb.  14  was  merely  preliminary  to  further 
action.  It  pledged  Vermont  to  the  then  present  policy  of  extend- 
ing its  jurisdiction  east  and  west.  A  week  was  spent  by  the  two 
bodies,  the  legislature  of  Vermont  and  the  convention  of  New 
Hampshire  towns,  in  arranging  details.  One  condition,  which 
Vermont  complied  with,  was  a  general  amnesty  to  citizens  of  Ver- 
mont, who  had  adhered  to  New  York  and  denied  or  resisted  the 
authority  of  Vermont.'  Two  other  points  only  are  material  to  a 
correct  judgment  of  the  spirit  and  true  intent  of  this  policy.  First, 
it  was  agreed  to  submit  the  question  of  the  proposed  union  to  the 
several  towns  embraced  in  it ;  and  second,  Vermont  insisted  upon 
two  fundamental  conditions,  to  preserve  her  independence,  and  to 
reserve  the  power  in  her  own  hands  to  Bubmit  to  congress  any  dis- 
pute between  Vermont  and  any  other  state  as  to  boundary  lines. 
The  last  clearly  proves  that  the  policy  of  annexation  was  tempo- 
rary, and  that  Vermont  then  anticipated  a  submission  of  the  ques- 
tion of  her  boundaries^  but  not  of  her  independence,  to  congress. 
It  was,  in  fact,  a  power  reserved  by  Vermont  to  give  back  to 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  at  a  proper  time,  the  territory 
over  which  Vermont  was  then  extending  her  jurisdiction.  This 
important  fact  suggests  the  correct  interpretation  of  the  other  fea- 
ture of  Vermont's  policy  at  that  time  —  the  Haldimand  negotia- 
tion.    The  record  is  as  follows : 

A  Message  from  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  to  the  Committee 
of  the  J[CorniHh'\  Convention,'' 

As  no  further  proposals  are  to  be  made  by  the  convention  at 
present,  the  assembly's  committee  propose  the  following  articles, 
as  really  necessary  for  the  peace  and  well-being  of  this  state,  and 
the  United  States  : 

Art.  1.  That  the  independence  of  the  state  of  Vermont  Ikj  held 
sacred  ;  and  that  no  member  of  the  legislature  shall  give  his  vote, 
or  otherwise  use  endeavors  to  obtain  any  act  or  resolution  of  as- 
sembly, which  shall  endanger  the   existence,  independence,  or 

^  State  Papers,  135.    ^  Same,  125,  im. 
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well-being  of  the  state,  by  referring  Us  independence  to  the  arbi- 
trament of  any  power. 

Art.  2.  That  whenever  this  state  becomes  united  with  the 
American  states,  and  there  shall  then  be  any  dispute  between  this 
and  either  of  the  United  States,  respecting  boundary  lines^  the  leg- 
islature of  this  state  will  then  (as  they  have  ever  proposed) 
submit  to  congress^  or  such  other  tribunal  as  may  be  mutually 
agreed  on,  the  settlement  of  any  such  disputes. 

By  order,  J.  Fassett,  Chairman. 

The  honorable  Committee  of  Convention. 

Wednesday,  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  Feb.  21, 1781. 

A  Message  from  the  Committee  of  the  Convention  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Legislature. 

The  Committee  of  Convention  agree  to  article  first  and  second 
of  the  proposals  of  the  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont. 

'  E.  Payne,' ybr  the  Committee. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  both  parties  agreed  to  the  articles  of 
union,  and  on  the  4th  of  April  following  the  legislature  met,  pursu- 
ant to  one  of  the  articles,  to  receive  the  decision  of  the  question 
by  the  towns.     On  the  5th,  the  result  was  declared,  as  follows : 

Aye.     No.     Not  voting. 
Towns  east  of  Connecticut  river,  3o       0  0 

Towns  west  of  Connecticut  river,^  36       7  6 

Thus  the  union  with  New  Hampshire  towns  was  completed,  and 
on  the  next  day  their  thirty-five  representatives  took  their  seats  in 
the  general  assembly  of  Vermont.^ 

The  proceedings  as  to  the  Western  Union  were  in  the  same 
spirit,  and  with  essentially  the  same  conditions  —  the  articles  as 
to  independence  and  settlement  of  boundary  disputes  the  same. 
April  11,  1781,  the  people  residing  in  the  district  described  as 
Skene's,^  were  invited  by  the  legislature  to  send  delegates  to  a 

*  Elisha  Payne  of  Lebanon,  N.  II.  Elijah  Paine  of  Williarastown  was 
prominent  in  Vermont  at  a  later  date. 

*  Brattleboro'  is  not  included,  but  representatives  from  that  town  took 
their  seats  in  the  house  on  the  next  day.  —  State  Papcrfi^  137. 

'In  1774,  by  advice  of  Ethan  Allen  and  others,  to  get  rid  of  New  York, 
colonel  Philip  Skene  of  Skenesboro,  [Whitehall,]  went  to  London  and 
got  an  appointment  as  governor  of  the  garrisons  of  Ticonderoga  and 
Crown  Point ;  he  then  asked  that  Vermont,  with  New  York  north  of  the 
Mohawk  to  Lake  Ontario,  be  made  a  royal  province  ;  but  the  project  was 
defeated  by  the  approaching  war. —  Vt.  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  i,  361. 
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convention  at  Cambridge  in  May  following,  to  meet  a  committee 
of  the  legislature,  and  take  into  consideration  the  defense  of  the 
frontiers  and  see  if  an  union  could  be  agreed  upon.  In  that  case, 
the  matter  was  to  be  referred  to  the  people,  and  decided  by 
electing  members  of  the  general  assembly  of  Vermont,  unless  the 
people  had  previously  instructed  the  delegates  sent  by  them  to  the 
convention.  This  was  done  accordingly.  May  15,  the  Cambridge 
convention  agreed  to  the  proposed  union ;  June  16,  the  general 
assembly  concurred,  —  ayes  33,  noes  24;  and  on  the  same  day 
thirteen,  of  the  fifteen  representatives  elected  or  instructed,  took 
their  seats  in  the  general  assembly.  Thus  the  project  of  the  East 
and  West  Union,  decided  upon  by  Vermont  on  the  14th  of  Febru- 
ary, was  perfected  on  the  16th  of  June  ;  and  on  the  18th  of  July 
governor  Chittenden  declared  the  union  by  proclamation.* 

Ira  Allen  described  the  condition  of  Vermont,  at  the  time  of 
projecting  these  unions,  in  strong  terms : 

At  the  time  of  projecting  these  unions,  and  laying  the  basis  for 
the  first  in  Philadelphia,  which  also  united  the  people  contiguous 
to  Connecticut  River,  the  State  of  Vermont  was  in  a  forlorn  situa- 
tion, torn  by  intestine  divisions  and  the  intrigues  of  her  enemies 
in  Congress ;  all  the  cannon,  nay,  every  spade  and  pickaxe  taken 
by  her  valiant  sons  at  Ticondaroga  and  Crown  Point,  were  re- 
moved out  of  the  State  to  Fort  George,  together  with  Colonel 
Warner's  regiment,  raised  in  and  for  the  protection  of  Vermont, 
but  put  into  continental  service,  were  thus  stationed  to  defend  the 
frontiers  of  New  York,  not  half  so  much  exposed  as  Vermont,  and, 
to  add  to  the  distress.  New  York  re-called,  at  the  same  time,  all 
her  state  troops  from  Skenesborough ;  in  either  case,  the  enemy 
must  come  up  Lake  Champlain,  and  it  would  be  impossible,  then, 
to  reach  Fort  George  without  light  boats,  which  they  must  bring 
with  them,  and  then  they  would  be  obliged  to  carry  them  over  a 
neck  of  land,  two  miles  and  a  half  in  length,  which  connected  the 
two  lakes  (Champlain  and  George)  where  neither  cattle  nor  horses 
could  be  found  to  assist  them,  and  if  they  even  should  conquer 
these  difficulties,  and  lose  their  boats  by  any  accident,  a  defeat 
would  be  fatal ;  for  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  secure  a  re- 
treat, as  the  mountains  on  both  sides  Lake  George  were  extremely 
difficult  to  pass ;  when  the  enemy  might  come  into  Lake  Cham- 
plain, within  twelve  miles  of  Castleton,  or,  in  one  day's  march 
through  a  pleasant  country,  from  opposite  to  Ticondaroga  to  Pits- 
ford  or  Castleton,  at  each  of  which  places  the  troops  of  Vermont 

^  iStaie  Papers,  126-141.    Early  History,  337-345. 
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were  stationed,  and,  to  the  south  of  them,  the  inhabitants  of  Ver- 
mont remained  on  their  farms.  Thus  Vermont  was  left  to  take 
care  of  itself,  when  a  frontier  to  those  claiming  States,  viz.  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York,  and  they  using  every 
method  to  divide  its  citizens.  Congress  had  also  interfered  with 
the  internal  politics  of  Vermont,  in  favour  of  the  claiming  States, 
to  cut  oft*  her  ways  and  means  of  raising  men  and  money  for  self- 
defense,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  resolution  of  Congress, 
viz.  "  Resolved  unanimously.  That  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  no 
unappropriated  lands  or  estates,  which  are  or  may  be  adjudged 
forfeited,  or  confiscated,  lying  in  said  district,  oUght,  until  the 
final  decision  of  Congress  in  the  premises,  be  granted  or  sold.'" 

The  policy  of  Vermont  at  that  time  —  the  attack  upon  New  York 
and  the  Haldimand  negotiation  combined  —  had  a  marvelous  ef- 
fect upon  governor  Clinton :  Feb.  5,  he  could  not  restrain  his  in- 
dignation at  the  insolence  of  Chittenden,  in  demanding  of  New 
York  a  surrender  of  Vermont ;  Feb.  27,  he  angrily  forbade  action 
upon  it  by  the  assembly  of  his  state,  by  a  threat  to  prorogue  them ; 
but  in  five  weeks  he  was  ready  to  give  up  Vermont^  if  she  ivould  be 
content  with  her  former  boundaries.  The  contrast  is  strong,  but  it 
was  one  of  the  governor's  drawing.  The  fact  and  the  reasons  ap- 
pear in  the  following  letter.  The  governor  had  received  a  copy 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  of  the  Vermont  assem- 
bly, adopted  on  the  14th  of  February,  as  it  constitutes  No.  3544 
of  the  Clinton  papers.     The  following  is  No.  3619  : 

Governor  Clinton  to  James  Duane. 

April  6,  1781 :  The  conduct  of  the  people  on  the  grants  daily 
becomes  more  serious,  and  I  am  persuaded  must  in  the  end  con- 
vince congress  that  they  ought  long  before  this  to  have  interposed. 
I  have  no  positive  evidence  of  a  criminal  communication  between 
them  and  the  enemy  in  Canada,  but  there  are  circumstances  sufiB- 
cient  to  justify  at  least  suspicion.  Chittenden  and  his  council  sol- 
emnly opened  a  correspondence  with  gov.  Haldimand  last  fall, 
and  flags,  under  pretence  of  establishing  a  cartel,  passed  between 
them,  when  I  believe  it  is  a  fact  they  were  not  possessed  of  a  sin- 
gle prisoner  to  exchange.*     It  is  equally  certain  that  Fay  and  sev- 

*  Vermont  Ilisiorical  Collections^  Vol.  i,  419,  420. 

'  This  was  not  the  fact,  but  if  true  it  proved  nothing.  Vermonters  were 
prisoners  in  Canada,  and  Washington  held  Britons  who  had  been  cap- 
tured by  Vermont.  Chittenden  had  a.sked  for  them  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
change, notifying  Washington  of  the  proposed  cartel  with  Haldimand. 
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eral  other  of  their  leaders  in  a  number  of  sleighs  set  out  with  a 
flag  for  Canada  this  winter,  but  were  prevented  by  the  badness  of 
the  ice  from  proceeding. *  They  openly  deny  the  authority  of  con- 
gress and  avow  their  right  of  making  a  separate  peace.  The  en- 
emy, last  fall,  under  Carleton,  passed  by  their  settlements  near 
the  lake,  which  were  most  accessible,  and  destroyed  ours  on  the 
borders  of  the  Hudson  river.  I  most  sincerely  wish  a  decision  of 
our  controversy  with  this  people.  It  should  be  a  just  and  honour- 
able one  for  the  state,  hut  I  am  jersuaded  at  the  same  J[time'\  that 
any  decision  that  can  he  made^  not  extending  their  original  claim^ 
will  he  preferahh  to  delay.  They  now  daily  gain  strength  at  our 
expense,  and  while  the  matter  hangs  in  suspense,  it  excites  divis- 
ions on  the  subject  among  ourselves,  which  I  am  apprehensive 
will  have  an  unhappy  influence  on  our  public  affairs. 


On  the  23d  of  February^  Ethan  Allen  received  the 

Marcli  9. 


^^^^'     second  letter  of  Beverly  Robinson,  dated  at  New  York, 


February  2,  and  on  the  9th  of  March  he  transmitted 
both  of  Robinson's  letters  to  congress,  with  the  following : 

H.  —  Ethan  Allen  to  the  President  of  Congress. 

(Copy.)  Sunderland,  9  March,  1781. 

Sir: — Inclosed  I  transmit  your  Excellency  two  letters  which 
I  received  under  the  signature  thereto  annexed,  that  they  may  be 
laid  before  Congress.  Shall  make  no  comments  on  them,  but  sub- 
mit the  disposal  of  them  to  their  consideration  They  are  the 
identical  and  only  letters  I  ever  received  from  him,  and  to  which 
I  have  never  returned  any  manner  of  answer,  nor  have  I  ever  had 
the  least  personal  acquaintance  with  him,  directly  or  indirectly. 

The  letter  of  the  2nd  February,  1781, 1  received  a  few  days 
ago,  with  a  duplicate  of  the  other,  which  I  received  the  latter 
part  of  July  last  past,  in  the  high  road  in  Arlington,  which  I  laid 
before  governor  Chittenden  and  a  number  of  other  principal  gen- 
tlemen of  the  state  (within  ten  minutes  after  I  received  it)  for 
advice  ;  the  result,  after  mature  deliberation,  and  considering  the 
extreme  circumstances  of  the  state,  was  to  take  no  further  notice 
of  the  matter.  The  reasons  of  such  a  procedure  are  very  obvious 
to  the  people  of  this  state,  when  they  consider  that  Congress  have 

^  The  party  consisted  of  two  Vermont  commissioners,  three  British 
commissioners,  and  their  attendant  guards  and  servants.  None  of  the 
"  leaders"  but  Ira  Allen  and  Joseph  Fay,  the  Vermont  commissioners, 
are  named  by  Allen  as  of  the  party. — Vt.  Hist.  ColL,  Vol.  i,  416. 

*Thi8  date  is  fixed  by  the  report  of  the  carrier  and  spy,  made  to  gen- 
eral Haldimand  in  June  following. 
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previously  claimed  an  exclusive  right  of  arbitrating  on  the  ex- 
istence of  Vermont  as  a  separate  government,  New  York,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts  Bay  at  the  same  time  claiming  this 
territory,  either  ia  whole  or  in  part,  and  exerting  their  influence 
to  make  schisms  among  the  citizens,  thereby,  in  a .  considerable 
degree,  weakening  this  government  and  exposing  its  inhabitants 
to  the  incursions  of  the  British  troops  and  their  savage  allies  from 
the  Province  of  Quebec. 

It  seems  that  those  governments,  regardless  of  Vermont's  con- 
tiguous situation  to  Canada,  do  not  consider  that  their  northern 
frontiers  have  been  secured  by  her,  nor  of  the  merit  of  this  state 
in  a  long  and  hazardous  war,  but  have  flattered  themselves  with 
the  expectation  that  this  state  could  not  fail  (with  their  help)  to 
be  desolated  by  a  foreign  enemy,  and  that  their  exhorbitant  claims 
and  avaricious  designs  may,  at  some  future  period,  take  place  in 
this  district  of  country. 

Notwithstanding  those  complicated  embarrassments,  and  I  might 
add,  discouragements,  Vermont,  during  the  last  campaign,  de- 
fended her  frontiers,  and  at  the  close  of  it  opened  a  truce  with 
General  Haldimand  (who  commands  the  British  troops  in  Canada) 
in  order  to  settle  a  cartel  for  the  mutual  exchange  of  Prisoners, 
which  continued  near  4, weeks  in  the  same  situation,  during  which 
time  Vermont  secured  the  northern  frontiers  of  her  own,  and  that 
of  the  state  of  New  York  in  consequence  of  my  including  the  latter 
in  the  truce,  although  [that]  government  could  have  but  little  claim 
to  my  protection.  I  am  confident  that  Congress  will  not  dispute 
my  sincere  attachment  to  the  cause  of  my  country,  though  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  I  am  fully  grounded  in  opinion,  that  Vermont 
has  an  indubitable  right  to  agree  on  terms  of  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties with  Great  Britain,  provided,  the  United  States  persist  in  re- 
jecting her  application  for  a  union  with  them,  for  Vermont,  of  all 
people,  would  be  the  most  miserable,  were  she  obliged  to  defend 
the  independence  of  United  claiming  States,  and  they,  at  the  same 
time,  at  full  liberty  to  overturn  and  ruin  the  independence  of  Ver- 
mont. I  am  persuaded  when  Congress  considers  the  circumstances 
of  this  state,  they  will  be  more  surprised  that  I  have  transmitted 
them  the  enclosed  letters,  than  that  I  have  kept  them  in  custody 
so  long,  for  I  am  as  resolutely  determined  to  defend  the  indepen- 
dence of  Vermont  as  Congress  are  that  of  the  United  States,  and 
rather  than  fail,  will  retire  with  hardy  Green  Mountain  Boys  into 
the  desolate  caverns  of  the  mountains,  and  wage  war  with  human 
nature  at  large.  (Signed)        Ethan  Allen. 

Hi9  Uxeellenci/^  Samuel  Huntingdon^"^  Enq.^  Pres.  of  Congress. 


*  Samuel  Huntington,  of  Connecticut. 
14 
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Indorsed:  "No.  7.  —  Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Allen  to 
Samuel  Huntingdon,  Esq.,  President  of  Congress,  dated  Arling- 
ton, March  9th,  1781." 

H.  —  Ira  Allen  to  the  President  of  Congress. 

(Copy.)  Sunderland,  March  10th,  1781. 

Sir :  —  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  act  of  Legis- 
lature of  the  state  of  Vermont,  laying  a  jurisdictional  claim  to  the 
land  therein  specified  ;  also  an  act  purporting  articles  of  union  be- 
tween this  state  and  a  convention  held  at  Cornish  in  February 
last.  As  a  private  gentlemen  [1  have]  thought  proper  to  transmit 
to  congress  his  information,  although  this  state  declined  further 
application. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  esteem,  <tc.,  <fec., 
[Signed,]  Ira  Allen. 

His  Excellency^  Samuel  Huntiyigdon^  Esq. 

N.  B.  —  From  a  New  York  member  of  congress  to  his  friend: 
[Extract,  &c.]  March  11th,  1781. 

The  2nd  [question]  of  the  N.  H.  Gr'ts.  will  soon  be  settled,  as 
the  state  of  that  name  urges  its  final  decision,  and  there  is  great 
reason  it  will  be  great  and  honorable  to  4;his  state.  The  cession 
made  by  Virginia  to  the  United  States  hath  removed  the  cause  of 
opposition  which  Maryland  gave  to  our  disputes  not  settled,  and 
the  other  small  states  not  near  us  will  ease  their  opinion,  as  the 
contention  respecting  it  is  now  removed.' 

March  31,  New  Hampshire  instructed  her  delegates  in  con- 
gress to  prosecute  their  claim  to  Vermont.^ 

In  General  Assembly:  A  brigadier  general  was 
April  12.  elected  for  each  of  the  three  brigades  into  which  the 
state  was  then  divided :  Gen.  Ethan  Allen  for  the  1st, 
gen.  Benjamin  Bellows  for  the  2d,  and  col.  Peter  Olcott  for  the 
3d.  A  report,  for  raising  fifteen  hundred  men  for  service  this 
year,  was  adopted  ;  and  it  was  resolved  to  add  two  members  to 
the  board  of  war. 

Copies  of  two  letters,  dated  at  New  York,  March  30th,  1780, 
and  Feb.  2d,  1781,  signed  "  Beverly  Robinson,  Col.  Loyal  Ameri- 
can Regiment,"  and  directed  to  col.  Ethan  Allen,  which  were  at- 
tested as  true  copies  by  Ira  Allen  and  M.  Lyon  ;  also  a  copy  of  a 

^Gen.  McDougal  to  Gov.  Clinton,  March  12, 1781.~C7mtf>n  Papers, 
No.  3575.    "  The  state  of  that  name''  was  New  Hampshire^  not  the  Grants. 
■  Index  to  Stevens  Papers,  79. 
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letter  from  gen.  Allen  to  Samuel  Huntington,  esq.,  president  of 
congress,  which  enclosed  the  original  letters  from  Bev.  Robinson 
—  were  laid  before  this  house  and  read.  Whereupon,  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  requested  that  the  minds  of  the  house  might  be 
taken,  whether  the  proceedings  of  the  governor,  council,  and  gen- 
eral Allen,  were  agreeable  or  approved  by  them  :  which  question 
being  put,  passed  in  the  affirmative.' 

In  Council  :  April  26.  Resolved^  that  the  honorable  Ira  Al- 
len, esquire,  and  major  Isaac  Clark,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed agents  to  proceed  to  the  province  of  Canada,  and  to  treat 
with  commissioners  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  British  in 
Canada,  to  agree  on  and  settle  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, and  make  returns  to  this  council.^ 

H. —  Gen,  Haldimand  to  Lord  Q-eorge  Q-ermaine, 

April  30th.  Your  Excellency  sends  the  Minister  some  papers 
which  would  give  his  Lordship  the  fullest  information  you  had 
been  able  to  procure  of  the  state  of  Vermont  and  disposition  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  General  H.,  which  ex- 
presses his  suspicion  that  Ethan  Allen  is  endeavoring  to  deceive 
both  the  congress  and  me. 

Gen.  Schuyler  to  Gen.  Washington.  —  [Extract.] 

The  conduct  of  the  Vermontese  is  mysterious,  and  if 
Mav  4.  ^^®  reports  which  generally  prevail  are  well  founded, 
their  measures  will  certainly  be  attended  with  dangerous 
consequences  to  this  and  the  other  United  States.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, believe  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  in  the  secret.  I 
rather  conjecture  that  the  person  whom  we  suspected  last  year  to 
have  been  in  New  York,  and  some  others,  are  the  only  culpable 
ones,  and  that  they  amuse  the  people  with  making  them  believe 
that  the  whole  of  their  negotiation  with  general  Haldimand  is 
merely  calculated  to  give  congress  and  this  state  [New  York]  the 
alarm,  that  the  independence  of  Vermont  may  be  acknowledged. 

I  was  anxious  for  ceding  the  jurisdiction  beyond  a  twenty-mile 
line  from  Hudson's  river,  that  their  independence  might  be  imme- 
diately acknowledged,  and  they  made  useful  to  the  common  cause  ; 
but  the  governor  [Clinton]  put  a  stop  to  this  business,  'as  the  af- 
fair was  referred  to  the  decision  of  congress.'  1  sincerely  wish 
they  would  speedily  decide,  acknowledge  them  independent,  and 
admit  them  into  the  union.  If  this  was  instantly  done,  the  meas- 
ures of  their  leaders  would  be  brought  to  the  test,  and  v^q  shonld 

'  Assembly  Journal^  1778-1784,  242,  244.     Becords  of  Board  of  War,  26, 
»  Council  Journal  1781-1784,  3. 
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know  if  they  had  only  [in] tended  to  bring  about  their  indepen- 
dence, or  to  connect  themselves  with  the  enemy.  But,  unless  con- 
gress are  pushed  to  a  decision,  I  believe  they  will  do  nothing  in 
it ;  but  who  is  to  urge  them,  I  know  not.  The  governor  [Clinton] 
cannot  do  it  officially,  and  our  delegates  [in  congress,]  I  believe, 
will  not,  unless  they  believe  that  the  decision  will  go  against  the 
Vermontese.' 

Gerieral  Washington  to  General  Schuyler. —  [Extract.] 
May  14.  As  to  the  disposition  of  the  Vermontese,  I  know 
nothing  of  it,  but  from  report.  At  present  they  are  at  least  a 
dead  weight  upon  us.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted,  that  they  are 
not  by  some  means  or  other  added  to  our  scale,  as  their  numbers, 
strength,  and  resources,  would  certainly  aid  us  very  considerably, 
and  make  the  enemy  extremely  cautious  how  they  advance  far  in 
that  quaiter.  The  bulk  of  the  people,  1  am  persuaded,  must  be 
well  affected.  Should  it  be  otherwise  with  any  of  the  individuals, 
I  ardently  wish  they  may  be  detected  in  their  villainy,  and  brought 
to  the  punishment  they  deserve.' 

On  the  1st  of  May,  Ira  Allen  commenced  his  journey 
May  8-25.  to  IsU  aitx  Noix  to  meet  the  British  commissioners  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  a  cartel.  He  went  as  sole  com- 
missioner for  Vermont,  attended  by  a  guard  consisting  of  lieuten- 
ant Simeon  Ljman,  two  sergeants,  and  sixteen  privates.  He  was 
politely  received  by  the  commandant,  major  Dundas.  Allen 
himself  said : 

The  next  day  [after  liis  arrival,  probably  May  6,  making  this 
first  interview  on  the  7th,]  the  commissioners  met  to  settle  a  cartel 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners;  Major  Dundas,  Captain  Sherwood, 
and  George  Smythe,  Esq.,  produced  their  credentials,  as  also  Colo- 
nel Allen,  and  they  adjourned  to  the  following  day.  Captain 
Sherwood  walking  next  morning  with  Colonel  Allen,  told  him 
that  Major  Dundas  had  no  knowledge  of  any  business  except  the 
exchange  of  prisoners,  and  that  he  [Sherwood]  and  Mr.  Smyth 
were  the  commissioners  to  settle  the  armistice,  and  to  concert  with 
him  [Allen]  measures  to  establish  Vermont  a  colony  under  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.  Whether  Major  Dundas  was  or  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  main  business,  he  conducted  himself  as  if  he 
was  not  [acquainted  with  it,]  for  which  reason  the  papers  respect- 
ing the  exchange  of  prisoners  were  kept  by  themselves  for  public 
inspection.  What  concerned  the  armistice  was  more  verbal  than 
written.^ 


^  Life  and  Writinfjs  of  WashingU/n^  Vol.  viii,  42. 
«  Vt.  Hist  Coll,  Vol.  I,  421 
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Williams  prefaced  his  account  of  this  mission  with  the  following 
statement : 

New  York  had  withdrawn  their  troops  from  the  post  at  Skenes- 
borough  ;  all  the  continental  troops  had  been  ordered  out  of  the 
territorj ;  and  the  adjacent  states  did  not  aflFord  them  [Vermont] 
any  assistance.  The  people  of  Vermont  were  exposed  to  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  in  Canada,  and  had  neither  magazines, 
money,  or  an  army,  to  oppose  the  enemy  at  the  northward,  who 
were  seven  thousand  strong.  [Ira  Allen  said  ten  thousand.]  No 
way  of  safety  remained  for  Vermont,  but  to  endeavor  to  effect 
that  by  polio/  which  could  not  be  done  by  power.  The  cabinet 
council  concluded  that  they  were  designedly  forsaken  by  the  conti- 
nent^ to  force  them  into  a  submission  to  New  York ;'  and  that  it 
was  clearly  their  duty  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  the  people  in 
the  only  way  that  remained,  by  managing  the  British  attempts  to 
corrupt  them^  to  their  own  [Vermont's]  advantage,' 

The  condition  of  the  New  York  frontier  at  this  period  served 
to  strengthen  these  convictions.  May  4,  general  Schuyler,  then 
at  Saratoga,  declared  to  governor  Clinton  that  it  was  impossible 
to  keep  up  a  sufficient  guard  on  the  frontier  for  want  of  pro- 
visions ;  and  on  the  5th,  brigadier  general  James  Clinton  wrote 
that  the  troops  would  abandon  the  frontier  —  it  was  absurd  to 
suppose  they  could  or  would  exist  under  their  then  present  cir- 
cumstances.^ 

H.  —  Substance  of  what  passedj  and  conversation  with  Colonel  Ira 
Allen,  between  the  Sth  and  25th  of  May,  1781. 

8th.  Colonel  Allen  says,  he  is  not  authorized  to  treat  of  a 
Union,  but  is  verbally  instructed  by  Governor  Chittenden  and  Gen- 
ci-al  Allen  to  lay  their  present  situation  before  General  Ilaldi- 
mand,  and  to  inform  him  that  matters  are  not  yet  ripe  for  any 
permanent  proposals ;  that  they,  with  some  part  of  the  council, 
are  anxious  to  bring  about  a  neutrality,  being  fully  convinced  that 
Congress  never  intended  to  admit  them  as  a  state,  but  they  dare 


^Ira  Allen  averred  the  same,  and  cited  iu  proof  the  resolution  of  con- 
gress condemning  the  grants  of  land  by  Vermont — her  main  resource 
for  keeping  troops  in  the  field  ;  and  governor  Chittenden  charged  New 
York  with  withdrawing  her  forces  from  the  frontier  for  the  "  avowed  pur- 
pose'*'* of  exposing  Vermont  to  the  common  enemy.  —  See  Vt.  Uist. 
Coll.  Vol.  I,  419,  and  Chittenden's  letter  to  Washington,  14  Nov.  1781, 
post. 

» WilUam^,  Vol.  ii,  207.     » Ante,  54. 
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not  make  any  agreement  with  Britain  until  the  populace  are 
better  modelled  for  the  purpose ;  wish,  however,  to  settle  a  cartel 
for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  thereby  keep  open  a  door  for 
further  negociation. 

9th.  Vermont  has  excluded  jurisdiction  20  miles  east  from 
Connecticut  River  to  the  ancient  Mason  Line,  and  west  from  the 
north-west  corner  of  Massachusetts  to  Hudson's  River,  following 
up  the  River  to  the  head,  then  due  north  to  the  latitude  of  45^. 

The  eastern  inhabitants  are  now  represented  in  the  assembly, 
and  the  western  will  probably  be  by  the  loth  of  next  June.  As 
this  is  done  at  the  request  of  the  peo[)le,  it  will  probably  soon 
enable  Vermont  to  make  proposals  for  a  Union  with  Britain  with 
more  safety  than  at  present. 

10th.  Walked  and  discoursed  fully  with  Colonel  Allen.  He 
is  very  cautious  and  intricate.  I  urged  him  to  make  some  pro- 
posals, telling  him  that  it  is  now  in  the  power  of  Vermont  to  be- 
come a  Glorious  Government  under  Great  Britain,  to  be  the  seat 
of  peace  and  plenty  with  every  degree  of  liberty  that  a  free  peo- 
ple can  wish  to  enjoy ;  that  he  must  see  General  Haldimand  had, 
in  his  instructions  to  me,  conceded  everything  he  could  in  reason 
ask  or  expect.  He  replied,  General  Haldimand  did  not  allow 
them  to  choose  their  own  Governor,  a  privilege  they  never  could 
relinquish  with  propriety ;  that  when  they  were  ripe  for  proposals 
they  could  not  go  farther  than  Neutrality  during  the  war,  at  the 
end  of  which  they  must,  as  a  separate  Government,  be  sul)ject  to 
^he  then  ruling  power,  if  that  power  would  give  them  a  free  Char- 
ter in  every  sense  of  the  word,  but  if  not,  they  would  return  to 
the  Mountains,  turn  Savages  and  fight  the  Devil,  Hell,  and  Human 
Nature  at  large.  I  told  him  Vermont  could  not  accomplish  those 
extravagant  flights ;  that  hot  headed  Men  might  pretend  what 
they  would,  but  that  I  knew  Human  nature  too  well  to  be  easily 
persuaded  that  the  afl'ectionate  Husband,  Father,  Wife  and  Mother 
could  ever  be  })revailed  upon  to  leave  their  happy  possessions,  and 
with  an  Infant  train  lead  a  savage,  wandering  Life,  surrounded  by 
Enemies  of  the  human  and  brute  Creation,  exposed  to  every  in- 
convenience attending  those  unhospitable  Mountains,  <tc.,  <fec.  I 
did  not  pretend  to  know  how  far  these  Chimeras  might  intimidate 
congress,  but  I  could  assure  him  General  Haldimand  had  too 
much  experience  and  good  sense  to  take  any  further  notice  of 
them  than  by  that  Contempt  they  merited.  Colonel  Allen  now 
began  to  reason  with  more  coolness,  and  made  up  a  long  chain  of 
arguments  advanced  by  General  Allen  to  me  at  Castleton.  I 
told  him  those  arguments  had  been  already  exhibited  to  General 
Haldimand  and  were  then  satisfactory  to  him,  but  I  was  certain 
the  General  would  now  expect  some  further  advances;  would 
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therefore  advise  him,  if  he  could  not  make  any  propositions  in  be- 
half of  Vermont,  to  give  his  Excellency  some  reasons  why  he  did 
not.     The  conversation  again  became  warm  and  spirited. 

11th.  Colonel  Allen  expressed  a  great  desire  to  see  the  General, 
and  his  power  to  treat  with  Vennont.  I  told  him  it  would  give 
his  own  people  too  much  jealousy,  and  that  he  might  rest  assured 
General  Haldimand  never  will  promise  more  than  he  is  amply 
empowered  to  fulfil.  Allen  observed  he  did  not  think  the  Parlia- 
ment had  passed  any  act  in  favor  of  Vermont.  I  answered,  I  did 
not  think  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  has  yet  considered 
Vermont  of  consequence  enough  to  engross  the  attention  of  that 
Assembly.  He  replied,  in  his  opinion  Vermont  must  be  consid- 
ered of  consequence  enough  to  engross  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment before  any  permanent  Union  can  take  place  between  Great 
Britain  and  that  people. 

12th.  This  day  had  along  and  very  friendly  Conference  with 
Colonel  Allen.  He  seems  anxious  to  convince  me  that  a  respecta- 
ble number  of  the  leading  Men  of  Vennont  are  endeavoring  to 
bring  about  a  Union  by  way  of  Neutrality.  He  appeared  less 
reserved,  and  again  repeated  the  arguments  advanced  by  General 
Allen  respecting  the  impossibility  of  an  Union  with  Great  Britain, 
until  Vermont  had  fortified  herself  against  the  neighboring  States 
by  a  firm  internal  Union,  and  observed  they  must  finally  unite  the 
extra  Territories  lately  taken  in,  and  form  the  population  into  a 
proper  system  for  such  a  revolution.  He  says  their  best  politi- 
cians are  making  every  f)ossible  effort  to  bring  this  about ;  that 
they  have  sent  circular  Letters  to  the  different  States,  as  promised 
by  General  Allen.  He  says  they  have  taken  in  the  new  Terri- 
tories with  a  view  to  embarrass  congress  and  strengthen  themselves 
for  a  revolution ;  that  many  members  of  Assembly  from  Connecti- 
cut River  and  East  are  friends  to  Government,  such  as  Judge 
Wells,  Judge  Jones,  Colonel  Olcot,  and  many  others  ;  that  when 
the  Members  for  the  Western  part  take  their  Seats,  it  is  expected 
that  a  number  of  them  will  be  composed  of  friends  to  Govern- 
ment, (or  Tories.)  Colonel  Allen  has  given  me  the  following 
narrative,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  viz :  Vermont  having  got 
information  that  New  Hampshire  had  renewed  her  claims  to  that 
State,  and  had  summonsed  a  Convention  of  one  Member  from  each 
Town  for  20  Miles  on  each  side  of  Connecticut  River,  to  sit  in 
January,  he  was  dispatched  to  attend  said  Convention.  On  his 
arrival  he  found  a  number  of  Tories  were  Members.  He  hinted 
to  them  Vermont's  plan  of  Neutrality,  and  to  the  others  the  ad- 
vantage of  joining  Vermont,  by  which  they  would  evade  a  large 
burden  of  Taxes.  By  those  insinuations  he  soon  gained  over  the 
Majority  of  the  Convention  in  favor  of  Vermont.     They  adjourned 
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till  February,  when  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  take  this  matter 
under  Consideration,  and  the  Committee  reported  in  favour  of  a 
Union  with  Vermont.  This  Report  was  carried  to  the  Vermont 
Assembly,  then  convened  at  Windsor,  when  it  was  ratified,  and 
articles  of  Union  drawn  up  and  sent  out  for  the  approbation  of  the 
people,  which  was  so  unanimous  that  Members  were  appointed 
from  each  town  to  sit  in  the  assembly.  Colonel  Allen  was  sent 
from  this  convention  to  the  assembly  of  New  York,  then  sitting 
at  Albany,  with  an  ofiBcial  demand  from  Governor  Chittenden  to 
relinquish  their  claims  to  Vermont,  to  which  the  Senate  agreed, 
but  not  meeting  with  the  same  success  with  Governor  Clinton,  he 
returned  to  the  Assembly  of  Vermont  with  his  report,  who  Luv 
mediately  made  articles  agreeable  to  the  petitions  of  the  people 
on  the  Western  part,  and  recommended  a  Convention  of  those 
people  to  take  the  articles  into  consideration,  and  join  the  assem- 
bly in  June  next.  In  consequence  of  the  Eastern  Union  they  have 
formed  three  Brigades: — the  first  commanded  by  General  Allen 
on  the  West  side  the  Mountain  ;  the  second  by  B.  General  Bel- 
lows on  the  East  side  the  River,  and  the  third  by  B.  General  01- 
cot  on  the  West  side.  On  the  East  side  the  Mountains  resides 
their  Lieutenant  Governor  Carpenter.  Allen  thinks  when  the 
Western  Union  is  complete,  they  can  raise  Ten  Thousand  Fighting 
men.  He  says  this  great  and  sudden  revolution  has  been  brought 
about  upon  the  principles  of  an  Union  with  Great  Britain,  or  at 
least  of  Vermont  being  a  neutral  power  during  the  war.  Allen 
does  not  agree  with  Mr.  Johnson  that  the  majority  wish  to  com- 
promise with  Britain,  but  says  their  prejudices  are  yet  so  great 
that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  propose  it  but  to  a  few  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  they  have  not  yet  dared  to  mention  it  to  half  of  the 
niling  men. 

18th.  Colonel  Allen  still  appears  desirous  to  convince  me  that 
the  principal  men  in  Vermont  are  striving  to  prepare  the  people 
for  a  change  in  favour  of  Government.  He  wishes  me  to  repre- 
sent everything  in  the  most  favourable  manner  to  the  General,  and 
hopes  he  will  not  be  impatient.  He  says  it  is  as  requisite  the  peo- 
ple should  be  prepossessed  against  the  proceedings  of  congress 
before  they  are  invited  to  a  union  with  Britain,  as  it  is  for  a  chris- 
tian newlight  to  be  perfectly  willing  to  be  d d  before  he  can 

become  a  true  convert.     This  evening,  Mr.  Allen  observed  that 

the  d d  bustles  among  the  powers  of  Europe,  would,  within 

six  months,  change  the  face  of  American  afi'airs,  but  did  not  know, 
nor  care,  whether  for  the  better  or  worse.  I  replied,  he  must 
have  a  predominant  wish,  as  neutrality  was,  in  principle,  in  my 
opinion,  inadmissible.  He  said  he  should  not  deny  but  principle 
inclined  him  and  Vermont  in  general  for  the  success  of  America, 
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but  interest  and  self-preservation,  (if  Congress  continued  to  op- 
press them,)  more  strongly  inclined  them  to  w^sh  for  the  success 
of  Great  Britain,  and  fight  like  devils  against  their  oppressors,  be 
they  who  they  might. 

14th.  Colonel  Allen  seemed  immersed  in  contemplation  in  con- 
sequence of  some  news  of  the  advantage  the  English  have  already 
gained  over,  the  Dutch ;  the  unanimous  and  s[)iritcd  conduct  of 
Great  Britain;  their  raising  the  yearly  supply  without  the  lea^^t 

embarrassment,  &c.     lie  says  should   Britain,  by  some  d d 

turn  of  fortune,  gain  a  victory  over  the  combined  fleets,  all  Europe 
would  not  be  able  to  contend  with  her,  and  he  would  give  almost 
his  fortune  to  be  able  at  this  time  to  know  what  will  be  the  fate 
of  America-  He  hopes  I  will  not  represent  any  of  our  conversa- 
tion in  such  a  light  as  to  incline  General  Haldimand  to  l)reak  off 
the  negociaiion,  for  he  assures  me  the  leading  men  of  Vermpnt 
are  sincerely  anxious  to  continue  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring 
about  a  pacification. 

loth.  Colonel  Allen  seems  exceedingly  anxious  to  return,  and 
often  says  his  presence  will  be  very  necessary  at  the  next  assem- 
bly, as  they  will  not  know  how  to  proceed  until  they  hear  what  he 
has  to  report  from  General  Haldimand 

18th.  I  endeavored  to  persuade  Colonel  Allen  to  make  some 
overtures  to  General  Haldimand,  but  he  still  says  he  is  not  au- 
thorized, and  cannot  do  anything  of  the  kind.  He  thinks  the  Gen- 
eral will  be  convinced,  by  the  reason  he  has  given  in  writing,  that 
the  leaders  in  Vermont  are  doing  all  that  is  possible,  to  effect  an 
union  or  neutrality,  and  that  General  Allen  was  obliged,  for  his 
own  safety,  to  send  Colonel  Robinson's  letters  to  Congress,  as  it 
was  previously  known  in  public  that  such  letters  had  been  sent  to 
him.  This  was  done  by  the  voice  of  tlie  Legislature,  with  their 
public  approbation  of  General  Allen's  conduct  in  not  detaining 
the  man  who  brought  the  letter,  which  had  a  great  tendency  to 
weaken  the  prejudices  of  the  people  in  favor  of  congress.  Gov- 
ernor Chittenden  would  have  been  happy  to  have  had  it  in  his 
power  to  give  him  private  instructions  for  an  accommodation,  but 
he  is,  with  his  Council,  under  the  eye  of  the  more  popular  Legis- 
lature, and  cannot  act  as  a  British  General  can,  for  had  he  given 
such  private  instructions,  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  support 
them,  nor  to  keep  faith  with  General  Haldimand,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Legislature,  which  they  are  endeavouring  to  unite  in 
the  plan  of  re-UMibn. 

19th.  Colonel  Allen  sends  a  letter  to  the  commissioners  with 
new  proposals  for  an  exchange. 

20th.  Receives  an  answer,  which  seems  to  give  him  much  un- 
easiness. He  says  he  never  shall  be  able  to  persuade  his  employ- 
15 
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ers  that  General  Haldimand  wishes  to  treat  on  any  terms  with 
them,  except  he  is  able  to  show  them  some  certainty  of  exchange 
when  the  prisoners  shall  be  produced. 

21st.  I  communicated  to  Col.  Allen  His  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  14th  instant.'  He  requested  a  copy  of  it,  but  I  refused  to  give 
any  from  the  General's  letters.  Allen  says  he  is  now  perfectly 
satisfied  of  the  General's  powers  to  treat,  and  acknowledges  that 
His  Excellency  acts  with  a  noble  generosity  and  candour,  which 
he  will  endeavour  to  equal  on  his  part.  In  justice  to  His  Excel- 
lency, he  will  engage  to  eflface  as  much  as  he  can  the  idea  of  a 
truce  subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  Vermont.  He  is  very 
sorry  he  is  not  able  to  enter  upon  any  proposals  for  a  re-union  ; 
declares  upon  his  honor  that  he  sincerely  wishes  for  such  an  event ; 
will  use  all  his  influence  to  bring  it  about,  and  is  certain  his 
brother  will  do  the  same,  but  is  much  afraid  that  General  Haldi- 
mand will  not  have  patience  to  wait  the  time  it  will  necessarily  re- 
quire. He  observed,  as  usnal,  the  difficulty  of  changing  popular 
bodies,  Ac,  &c.  He  promised,  on  the  honor  of  a  gentleman,  to 
do  his  endeavors  to  have  commissioners  appointed  and  properly 
authorized  for  treating  of  a  re-union,  by  the  20th  of  next  July, 
provided  they  can  be  assured  of  exchanging  what  prisoners  they 
can  then  bring  to  the  shipping. 

22nd.  This  day  I  had  a  long  conversation  with  Colonel  Allen, 
for  the  heads  of  which  sec  my  private  letter  to  Major  Lernoult, 
and  Allen's  note  of  this  date.^ 

23rd.  Colonel  Allen  expatiates  on  the  dangers  and  difficulties 
attending  the  bringing  about  a  revolution,  as  a  number  of  the 
Council,  and  the  major  part  of  the  Legislature  have  not,  as  yet, 
the  least  idea  of  anything  further  than  neutrality,  and  many  of 
them  are  ignorant  of  that.  He  expresses  fears  that  it  will  not  be 
accomplished,  though  he  sincerely  wishes  it  may.  He  still  thinks 
the  principles  on  which  America  first  took  arms  were  just,  but  he 
sees,  with  regret,  that  congress  has  learned  to  play  the  tyrant,  and 
is  convinced  it  is  for  the  interest  and  safety  of  Vermont  to  accept 
of  General  Haldimand's  terms.  I  told  him  he  talked  well,  but  I 
wished  he  had  said  as  mnch  when  he  first  arrived,  for,  however 
convinced  I  may  be  of  his  candour,  the  change  gave  some  room 
for  suspicion  that  he  now  acts  from  design.  He  replied  that  Gen- 
eral Haldimand's  candour  demands  the  same  from  him,  and  that 
he  has  not  altered  his  sentiments,  but  only  throws  them  out  more 
freely  than  he  at  first  intended  till  he  had  further  instructions  from 


^  Probably  the  letter  of  Haldimand,  dated  the  17th — post. 

*  See  letters  of  Sherwood  to  Lernoult,  May  22  — post.  One  of  them 
was  written  by  Sherwood  for  Allen,  and  seems  to  be  referred  to  in  the 
text  as  "Allen's  note." 
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his  employers  ;  but  the  candid,  open  manner  in  which  the  General 
had  written,  forbid  his  acting  with  any  disguise. 

24th.  Colonel  Allen  much  the  same  in  conversation  as  yester- 
day, but  observes  that  as  he  knows  the  General  will  very  soon 
hear  what  reports  he  makes,  and  how  he  conducts  himself  after 
he  gets  home,  he  wishes  me  clearly  to  inform  the  General  with  the 
method  he  must  take  to  comply  with  his  demand  of  undeceiving 
the  other  States  respecting  the  truce,  &c.  He  says  he  must,  as 
far  as  he  dares,  possess  the  minds  of  the  people  with  the  idea  of  a 
re-union.  He  shall  therefore  tell  their  own  oflScers  commanding 
at  Castletown,  that  he  cannot  tell  what  may  take  place,  but  they 
must  keep  themselves  in  readiness  for  all  events.  But  to  the  other 
states  he  shall  positively  declare  that  no  truce,  nor  probability  of 
one,  subsists  between  General  Haldimand  and  Vermont,  and  this 
he  should  have  done  for  their  own  safety.  But  in  compliance 
with  the  General's  desire,  he  shall  be  very  particular  in  this 
declaration. 

25th.  I  communicated  Ct.  Mathews'  letter  to  Colonel  Allen, 
respecting  news.'  He  says  the  news  gives  him  no  further  anxiety 
than  to  excite  in  him  a  desire  to  know  how  this  war  will  termin- 
ate, for  under  the  present  uncertainty  of  Vermont,  he  does  not 
know  whether  this  news  is  favorable  or  otherwise.  But  he  well 
knows  that  he  and  his  family  have  large  fortunes  which  they  do 
not  intend  to  lose,  if  there  is  a  possibility  of  saving  them.  At 
all  risks  he  is  determined  that  Congress  shall  not  have  the  parcel- 
ing of  his  lands  to  their  avaricious  minions. 

I  then  showed  him  Ct.  Matthews's  letter  of  the  General's  senti- 
ments.^ He  appeared  very  much  pleased  with  it,  and  engaged  his 
honor  that  the  General  should  hear  from  their  Assembly  by  the 
20th  of  next  July,  and  as  much  sooner  as  possible,  but  did  not 
think  he  should  be  able  to  send  any  certain  account  of  the  result 
until  that  time,  as  they  are  not  to  assemble  till  about  the  mid- 
dle of  June,  and  must  sit  some  time  before  the  business  could  be 
fairly  opened  to  the  whole  House,  after  which  it  would  necessarily 
occasion  long  and  warm  debates,  let  it  turn  out  as  it  might  in  the 
end.  Mr.  Allen  and  myself  have  agreed  on  a  signal  for  his  mes- 
senger, which  we  put  in  writing,  and  both  signed.  Should  Gen- 
eral Haldimand  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  send  a  private 
express  to  Vermont,  Colonel  Allen  desires  it  may  be  by  a  man  of 
trust,  who  may  be  directed  to  make  himself  known  either  to  Gov- 
ernor Chittenden,  Colonel  Allen,  or  General  Allen,  or  one  of  the 
following  gentlemen.  Colonel  Brownson,  Dr.  Fay,  Judge  Passett, 
or  Ct.  Lyon.     The  contents  of  the  message  should  be  a  secret  to 

'See  " private " letter^of  Matthews  to  commissioners,  May  21 — posU 
*  Probably  the  first  letter  of  Matthews,  dated  May  21. 
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the  messenger,  written  upon  a  small  piece  of  paper,  which  he 
should  be  directed  to  swallow,  or  otherwise  destroy,  if  in  danger 
of  being  taken  by  a  scout  from  New  York,  and  he  should  l^e  very 
careful  to  shun  the  Vermont  scouts.  On  these  conditions  Colonel 
Allen  engages  that  the  messenger  shall  be  immediately  sent  back. 
Colonel  Allen,  after  expressing  much  satisfaction  with  the  polite 
treatment  he  had  received,  embarked  about  12  o'clock. 

Indorsed :  ''  No.  1.  Substance  of  what  passed,  and  conversa- 
tion with  Colonel  Ira  Allen,  between  the  8th  and  25th  of  Octo- 
ber,' 1781." 

Colonel  Allen  gave  a  brief  account  of  this  interview,  which 
will  be  found  in  the  first  volume  of  the  Vermont  Historical  Col- 
lections^ 420-426.  It  contained  a  document  which  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  Haldimand  papers.  It  was  probably  written  on  the 
11th  of  May.  Allen's  statement  in  reference  to  it  was,  that  "  he 
declined  writing  anything,  lest  his  writings  should  be  exposed ;" 
but  ''  he  would  verbally  state  the  business,  which  major  Lunno 
[Lernoult]  might  write  and  communicate  to  the  commander-in- 
chief:" 

''  Major  Lunno  at  ©nee  adopted  Colonel  Allen's  mode  to  inform 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  proceeded  in  the  following  manner :  — 

Question.  —  Did  not  the  |)Cople  of  Vermont  take  an  early  and 
active  part  in  the  rci)ellion  V 

An>iwer,  —  The  people  of  Vermont  were  informed  that  hostilities 
had  commenced  at  Lexington,  by  an  express  from  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  Connecticut  to  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  who  requested 
him  immediately  to  raise  the  Green  Mountain  Boys,  and,  without 
loss  of  time,  to  march  and  take  the  forts  Tycondaroga  and  Crown 
Point,  which  Colonel  Allen  complied  with,  and  also  took  the 
King's  sloop  of  war  with  16  guns,  then  lying  oflF  Port  St.  John's.' 

Question,  —  Have  the  people  of  Vermont  continued  their  exer- 
tions in  the  course  of  the  war  ? 

Answer. — No  people  in  America  have  exerted  themselves  more 
than  those  of  Vermont ;  they,  with  the  assistance  of  the  militia 
from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  from  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire, gave  the  first  check  to  General  Burgoyne's  army  by  the  vic- 
tory at  Bennington,  and  by  other  exertions,  greatly  contributed  to 
the  capture  of  his  whole  army  at  Saratoga. 


*  May.  —  See  Ira  Allen's  account  in  Vt.  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  i,  420-426. 
"^  Benedict  Arnold  wjus  in  tlie  immediate  command  of  the  party  that 
captured  the  king's  sloop. 
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Question.  —  What  were  the  motives  which  stimulated  the  people 
of  Vermont  to  such  violent  measures  ? 

Anifwcr. — The  inhabitants  of  Vermont  principally  came  from 
Connecticut  and  the  other  New  England  States,  and,  as  brethren, 
felt  for  them  in  a  high  degree  when  hostilities  first  commenced ; 
l)esides,  they  were  of  the  same  opinion  as  entertained  by  their 
brethren  in  New  England,  that  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
had  no  right  to  bind  and  control  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever, and  that  representation  ought  to  precede  taxation. 

Question.  —  On  what  principles  do  the  peoi)le  of  Vermont  act  by 
endeavoring  to  obtain  an  armistice,  and  the  privilege  of  being  a 
oolony  under  the  crown,  after  taking  so  decided  a  part  as  you  say, 
on  similar  principles  to  those  of  their  brethren  in  New  England  ? 

Anmver,  —  When  the  people  of  Vermont  first  took  an  active  part 
against  Great  Britain,  they  were  in  principles  agreed  with  their 
brethren  in  the  other  colonies  to  oppose  the  claims  of  the  Parlia- 
ment on  America,  and  fought  in  their  country's  cause,  expecting  to 
enjoy  equal  privileges  with  their  neighbors  in  chusing  and  estab- 
Hshing  their  own  form  of  government,  and  in  sharing  with  them 
all  the  advantages  which  might  result  from  their  united  efforts  in 
the  common  cause.  But  after  all,  they  have  found  to  their  sorrow, 
by  acts  and  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  proceedings  of  other 
States,  that  they  intend  to  annihilate  the  new  State  of  Ve»'mont, 
and  annex  its  territory  to  New  York,  whose  government  is  per- 
fectly hated  and  detested  by  the  people  of  Vermont.  To  effect 
this  plan,  the  frontiers  of  Vermont  have  been  left  naked  and  ex- 
posed to  the*  wasting  sword  of  the  British  troops,  with  a  view  to 
depopulate  the  country,  and  give  the  New  York  monopolists  pos- 
ses.sion.  This  usage  being  too  much  for  human  nature  to  bear, 
the  citizens  of  Vermont  think  themselves  justifiable,  before  God 
and  man,  in  seeking  an  armistice  with  the  British,  and  ceasing 
further  to  support  a  power  that  has  too  soon  attempted  to  inslave 
a  brave  and  generous  people. 

Question.  —  Should  the  Commander-in-Chief  consent  to  an  ar- 
mistice with  Vermont  for  the  time  being,  and  admit  it  to  be  a  Brit- 
ish colony,  with  as  extensive  privileges  as  any  colony  ever  had, 
what  would  t>e  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  inactivity  of  the 
army  ?  and  how  soon  can  Vermont  furnish  a  regiment  to  be  put 
on  the  establishment,  and  march  witli  the  army  against  Albany,  and 
what  other  assistance  can  Vermont  give  in  such  an  expedition  ? 

Amtver. — The  advantages  to  Great  Britain  by  making  an  ar- 
mistice, and  receiving  Vermont  as  a  colony,  will  be  great.  After 
the  propositions  of  Colonel  Beverly  Robinson,  in  his  letter  of 
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March  30,  1780,  to  General  Ethan  Allen,  the  Cabinet  Council  of 
Yennont  have  not  been  inattentive  to  a  peace  and  union  with  the 
British  government.  Governor  Chittenden  last  July  sent  a  flag 
to  the  British  Commodore  on  Lake  Cham  plain,  with  a  letter  to 
General  Haldimand,  requesting  the  exchange  of  some  prisoners, 
which  produced  a  truce  last  autumn.  General  Ethan  Allen  in- 
cluded the  frontiers  of  New  York  to  Hudson's  River  with  Ver- 
mont, which  produced  very  good  effects,  and  made  the  people, 
among  whom  are  many  loyalists,  on  that  district,  friendly  and 
anxious  to  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Vermont.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Vermont,  on  their  petition,  and  in  consequence  of  measures 
New  York,  <fec.,  were  pursuing  against  her,  extended  her  jurisdic- 
tional claim  over  that  part  of  New  York ;  the  territory  thus  ad- 
ded to  the  State  of  Vermont  is  bounded  south  by  a  line  due  west 
from  the  south-west  corner  of  Vermont  to  the  Hudson's  River, 
thence  up  the  said  river  to  its  source,  and  by  a  line  due  north  to 
the  south  line  of  Canada,  thence  east  to  the  north-east  corner  of 
Vermont.  Articles  of  union  are  forming,  and  no  doubt  but  that 
district  will  be  duly  represented  in  the  next  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Vermont.  In  like  manner  has  been  added  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  State,  on  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  all  the  territory 
lying  east  of  Connecticut  River,  and  west  of  Mason's  patent,  which 
takes  away,  at  least,  one-third  part  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. These  additional  territories  will  give  strength  to  Vermont 
and  weaken  Congress.  The  extent  of  country  and  the  return  of 
such  a  body  of  people  to  their  allegiance,  with  the  effects  it  may 
have  on  the  people  in  the  other  States,  many  of  whom  are  sick  of 
the  dispute,  in  consequence  of  the  taxes  and  hardshij3s  already 
experienced,  most  likely  will  be  of  greater  consequence  than  the 
operation  of  an  army  of  ten  thousand  men.  As  to  an  army  march- 
ing against  Albany,  it  will  operate  against  the  union  of  the  New 
York  district,  and  that  of  New  Hampshire,  now  forming  with 
Vermont  This  business  requires  time  and  moderation,  with  the 
address  of  some  discreet  loyalists  now  io  Canada,  who  may  visit 
their  friends  in  those  districts,  and  let  them  know  that  Vermont  is 
on  good  terms  with  the  British. 

In  Vermont  are  plenty  of  men  who  would  be  fond  of  commis- 
sions on  the  British  establishment,  and  could  raise  a  regiment  in  a 
few  weeks ;  but  this,  with  sundry  other  things,  can  be  better  as- 
certained after  the  session  of  the  general  Assembly,  at  Benning- 
ton, next  Jane." 

Allen  concluded  his  account  as  follows  : 

A  cartel  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners  was  compleated.  Thus 
tenninated  this  negociation  in  May,  1781,  after  seventeen   days. 
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on  a  verbal  agreement,  that  hostilities  should  cease  between  the 
British  and  those  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Vermont,  until  after 
the  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  and  until  a  reasonable 
time  after,  for  a  commissary  of  prisoners  to  come  on  board  the 
Royal  George  in  Lake  Champlain,  and  even  longer,  if  prospects 
were  satisfactory  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

In  the  mean  time  Vermont  was  to  consolidate  her  unions  to 
weaken  Congress,  permit  letters  to  pass  through  Vermont,  to  and 
from  Canada,  and  take  prudent  measures  to  prepare  the  people 
for  a  change  of  Government. 

The  Commissioners  parted  in  high  friendship,  and  Major  Dun- 
das  furnished  Colonel  Allen  and  his  suite  with  ample  stores  to 
return  home.  On  Colonel  Allen's  return  to  Castletown,  Captain 
Hurlbert  and  others  waited  on  him,  and  desired  to  be  advised 
whether  to  remain  or  remove  to  the  interior  parts  of  the  country ; 
the  Colonel  advised  them  to  remain  quiet  on  their  farms  ;  that  the 
Governor  and  Council  would  provide  the  best  means  for  their 
safety ;  that  they  must  not  be  surprised  if  there  was  ftot  a  power- 
ful army  to  protect  the  frontiers ;  should  any  event  make  it  nec- 
essary, for  the  safety  of  their  families,  to  move,  they  might  depend 
on  seasonable  information :  he  had  a  similar  interview  with  Major 
Hebar  Allen,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hibbard,  &c.,  in  Poultney. 

The  Colonel  went  to  Sunderland,  and  made  his  report  to  the 
Governor  and  Council,  who  took  measures  to  carry  into  eflFect  the 
stipulations  he  had  made.  In  June,  the  Assembly  met  at  Ben- 
nington, and  received  the  Representatives  from  the  east  and  west 
unions. 

The  eight  documents  following  were  contemporaneous  with  the 
interview  of  May  8 — 25. 

H. — Beverly  Robinson  to  Gen.  Raldimand.^ 

New  York,  May  8th,  1781. 
Sir: — Vermont  deserves  our  vigilant  attention.  I  have  much 
to  say  respecting  her  mysterious  conduct,  but  the  voluminous  cy- 
pher we  use  permits  only  a  few  hints.  We  wrote  to  Ethan  Allen 
last  summer  and  this  winter.  He  enclosed  both  letters  to  Con- 
gress in  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  last,  which  we  have  incor- 
porated with  another  from  his  brother  Ira,  transmitting  the  articles 
of  a  union  just  then  formed  between  Vermont  and  Cheshire  and 

*The  name  of  the  writer  is  not  given  in  the  Haldimand  Papers,  but  the 
letter  itsell*  indicates  the  writer,  by  the  reference  to  Kobinson's  letters  to 
Ethan  Allen.  The  authoritative  tone  of  this  letter,  at  the  close,  indicates 
that  it  was  written  by  the  order,  if  not  in  the  name,  of  sir  Henry  Clinton. 
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Grafton,  two  counties  east  of  Connecticut  River,  and  also  an  act 
to  extend  the  claim  of  Vermont's  jurisdiction  west  to  the  Hudson. 
The  design  of  these  may  be  to  stimulate  Congress  to  determine  for 
Vermont  against  her  neighbors,  and  admit  her  as  a  14th  state  in 
the  confederacy.  But  why  then  does  she  widen  the  controversy 
by  extending  lier  breadth  on  both  sides?  She  don't  deny  the 
titles  in  either  of  the  additions,  nor  will  those  additions  validate 
her  own  under  the  New  Hampshire  grants. 

Colonel  Wells,  of  Brattleborough,  has  sent  his  son-in-law  with 
verbal  information  that  throws  great  light  upon  the  conduct  of 
Vermont.  We  take  him  to  be  a  friend,  and  he  says  by  this  mes- 
senger that  you  know  him  to  be  so.  Is  it  true  ?  JTe  offers  his 
services  for  a  monthly  interchange  of  letters  between  Canada  and 
the  coast  of  Connecticut,  where  we  are  to  find  a  friend  to  give  and 
receive  dispatches.     Do  you  apprcgje  of  this  confidence  ? 

His  intelligence  is,  in  substance,  that  Chittenden  and  the  Aliens, 
with  a  few  others,  form  a  junto,  who  apprehend  that  the  Congress 
and  their  independence  must  fall,  and  therefore  that  she  [Vermont] 
can  make  no  stable  agreement,  except  with  the  Crown  ;  that  she 
knew  at  the  time  of  her  late  act  to  expand  her  bounds  east  and 
west ;  that  the  Senate  of  New  York  had  passed  a  bill  to  admit  her 
to  become  a  separate  state,  and  that  the  Assembly  was  about  to 
concur,  but  prevented  by  Clinton's  menacing  them  with  a  proro- 
gation. The  messenger  learnt  in  his  way  here,  at  Albany,  what 
may  be  Clinton's  motive,  vizt:  that  the  French  Minister  had  hinted 
to  the  Congress  his  disapprobation  of  forming  a  state,  as  his  master 
had  contracted  with  but  thirteen.  It  may  be  well  enough  to  suffer 
Vermont  to  play  a  double  game  in  appearance  till  she  can  be  aid- 
ed by  us,  or  form  internal  dispositions  within  her  own  limits  to  be 
able  to  act  offensively  with  us.  Wells  admits  that  there  are  many 
in  Vermont  opposed  to  the  re-union,  and  that  the  majority  of 
Cheshire  and  Grafton  are  of  such  a  cast  at  present. 

The  western  expansion  was  a  project  of  Ira  Allen's,  perhaps  to 
find  a  counterbalance  against  that  majority,  and  'tis  said  he  was 
against  the  eastern  union. 

Chittenden  has  been  questioned  on  the  report,  which  took  rise 
last  fall,  of  a  neutrality  between  Vermont  and  Canada,  and  boasted 
that  by  declining  an  acceptance  of  offers  he  had  saved  the  frontiers : 
perhaps  they  may  most  incline  to  join  neither  the  Crown  nor  Con- 
gress, but  it  concerns  us,  if  possible,  to  bring  them  to  a  decision. 
If  assurauces  of  their  being  secured  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  will  satisfy  them,  I  should  not  scruple  to 
give  them,  but  in  urging  them  to  decide,  I  foresee  the  necessity  of 
yielding  to  such  delays  as  may  prevent  a  determination  against  us, 
and  I  am  now  writing  for  instructions,  that  may  enable  me  to 
come  up  to  any  reasonable  expectations  they  may  form. 
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Indorsed :  "  Copy  of  a  letter  to  General  Ilaldimand  (in  cypher,) 
May  8th,  1781,  respecting  Vermont.     0.  sent  p.  D.  P." 

H. —  Colonel  Allen  s  information  renpectinf/  the  State  of  Vermont.^ 

Isle  au  Noix,  11th  May,  1781. 
May  11.  The  circular  letters  of  [to]  the  neighborinj^:  states  en- 
closed by  Major  Du  .  .  .  were  designed  by  the  Cabi- 
net of  Vermont  as  a  political  stroke  to  keep  the  neighboring  states 
from  committing  hostilities  on  them  when  they  declared  neutrality, 
as  also  to  embarrass  in  that  respect,  and  as  the  claiming  states  had 
done  everything  in  their  power  to  make  a  discord  in  Vermont,  and 
had,  in  some  measure,  succeeded,  as  there  had  been  a  large  body 
of  men  liWng  contiguous  to  Connecticut  River,  for  sinister  views, 
had  ever  opposed  the  River  being  the  boundary  line  between  the 
respective  states  of  New  Hau^pshire  and  Vermont,  and  after  Ver- 
mont relinquished  her  jurisdiction  to  sixteen  towns  east  side  of 
said  river,  the  people  on  the  two  sides  of  said  river  refused  to 
subject  themselves  to  either  government,  except  in  some  things 
respecting  the  war.  They  petitioned  the  General  Court  of  New 
Hampshire  to  extend  jurisdiction  over  them  and  the  whole  of  Ver- 
mont, which  was  in  agitation  in  Congress,  but  the  three  claiming 
states  could  not  agree,  and  tlie  Congress  not  making  a  decision  at 
the  time  they  sat  in  September  last,  in  [on]  which  the  petitioners  of 
New  Hampshire  thought  by  raising  a  convention  from  all  the  dis- 
affected of  the  two  states  contiguous  to  Connecticut  River,  and  by 
that  means  get  them  connected  with  New  Hampshire.  When  the 
Cabinet  of  Vermont  thought  that,  considering  all  the  clandestine 
and  unjustifiable  proceedings  of  New  Hampshire,  they  were  then 
ripe  for  giving  to  New  Hampshire  a  heavy  blow,  an  agent  was 
sent  to  said  convention,. a  committee  was  appointed  to  treat  with 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  and  the  convention  adjourned  the 
same  day  said  Legislature  were  to  convene,  and  the  Legislature, 
when  convened,  laid  a  jurisdictional  claim  east  to  tlie  Mason  line, 
leaving  [being]  about  twenty  miles  east  of  Connecticut  River,  and 
west  to  Hudson's  River.  Articles  of  Union  were  then  agreed  on 
between  the  legislature  of  Vermont  and  the  convention,  and  sent  out 
for  the  approbation  of  the  people,  which  was  almost  unanimous.  The 
legislature  adjourned  for  a  short  space  and  convened  again,  when 
the  eastern  district  were  fully  represented,  and  proceeded  to  busi- 
ness with  great  harmony.  A  large  number  of  petitions  were  sent 
from  the  people  inhabiting  within  said  western  claims,  requesting 
an  extension  of  jurisdiction,  &c.,  when  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  attend  a  convention  to  be  held  at  Cambridge  in  instant 


'  Probably  addressed  to  the  British  commissioners  at  Isle  aux  Noix. 
16 
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May,  with  full  powers  to  agree  on  articles  of  union.  The  Legisla- 
ture adjourned  to  about  the  middle  of  June  next,  to  be  convened 
at  Bennington,  when  it  is  expected  the  western  district  will  be 
fully  represented,  as  the  people  there  have  been  some  years 
wishing  for  a  union  with  Vermont,  but  have  been  held  off  as  Uie 
Cabinet  of  Vermont  waited  a  more  favorable  opportunity,  when 
they  could  justify  their  conduct  to  the  world  by  the  ill  treatment 
of  New  York,  <fec.  Within  this  western  claim  are  a  respectable 
number  in  favor  of  British  Government. 

The  reason  of  Colonel  Beverly  Robertson's  letters  and  that  of 
General  Allen's  being  sent  to  Congress,  are :  some  accounts  had 
arrived  at  Long  Island,  purporting  that  General  Allen  had  re- 
ceived such  letters ;  they  were  first  promulgated  amongst  others, 
and  Mr.  Robinson's  second  letter  had  not  arrived,  which  was  men- 
tioned in  his  third.  It  was,  however,  necessary  that  some  im- 
mediate step  should  be  taken  to  pacify  those  of  the  populace  that 
had  taken  an  active  and  early  part  in  this  war,  for  many  of  them 
thought  that  after  the  declaration  of  Independence  Congress  was 
next  to  God  Almighty,  in  power  and  perfection,  and  it  has  been 
with  great  diflSculty  that  that  idea  is  so  far  erased  and  is  at  pres- 
ent in  such  a  decline,  and  as  the  scene  must  be  opened  to  this  hot- 
headed multitude  before  neutrality  could  ])e  declared,  it  was 
judged  that  the  best  way  of  promulgation  was  to  send  the  identi- 
cal letters  to  Congress,  with  a  proper  letter  from  General  Allen  ; 
that  it  should  go  in  a  mail  from  Hartford^  and  that  the  copies 
should  be  read  in  the  Legislature  at  their  next  session.  After 
said  letters  were  read,  and  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  and 
sundry  members  of  tlie  Legislature  had  advanced  arguments  pur- 
porting the  right  of  Vermont  to  hold  correspondence  with  any 
power,  or  to  ofler  or  accept  terms  of  cessation  of  hostilities  with 
any  power,  the  injustice  of  the  claiming  states  and  Congress,  the 
unreasonableness  of  Vermont  su})posing  herself  under  obligation 
to  fight  to  support  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  left  at  full  li])erty  to  usurp  the  rights  of  Vermont ;  that  by 
the  conduct  of  Congress  and  the  claiming  states,  it  appeared  that 
they  were  willing  Vermont  should  defend  tlieir  respective  frontiers 
so  far  as  they  could,  and  if  Vermont  should  by  the  war  be  ever  so 
much  depopulated,  it  would  still  be  to  their  advantage,  as  their 
intentions  appeared  to  be  to  divide  said  state  among  the  claiming 
states  at  the  end  of  the  war,  <fec. 

The  (juestion  being  put,  whether  the  proceoders  [proceedings] 
had  on  said  Robinj«on's  letters  and  that  of  (icneral  Allen's  was 
approbated  by  the  House,  when  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  There 
is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  these  proceedings  will  have  their 
desired  eftects,  but  it  must  be  a  work  of  time.  Popular  bodies 
move  slow.     The  people  of  Vermont  are  ripening  for  neutrality 
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as  fast  as  the  wheels  of  time  can  roll.  Some  politicians  are  of 
opinion  it  may  !)e  accomplished  before  the  rising  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Assembly,  but  in  such  case  it  will  be  expected  that  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  Vermont  will  ne<»:ociate  such  business 
with  commissioners  duly  authorized  from  the  Court  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  approbate  Vermont  to  l)e  a  neutral  state  to  the  end  of  the 
war.  [F]or  Vermont  at  present  to  consent  to  be  a  British  prov- 
ince would  be  little  more  than  changiug  the  tables  and  making 
Vermont  the  seat  of  war. 

The  citizens  of  Vermont  were  of  opinion  that  the  demands  of 
Great  Britain  upon  her  colonies  were  unconstitutional  and  unreas- 
onable, which  induced  them  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  war,  nor 
have  they  yet  altered  tlieir  opinion  in  that  respect.  But  the  treat- 
ment they  have  met  with  from  Congress  and  the  claiming  states, 
considering  the  active  part  they  have  taken  in  this  war,  has  raised 
a  greater  resentment  in  tlie  minds  of  the  more  contemplative 
against  Congress  and  the  claiming  states  than  they  have  against 
Great  Britain,  and  considering  the  extent  of  their  territory  and 
numl>ers  of  inhabitants,  are  fully  sensil)le  that  they  cannot  con- 
tinue a  separate  power,  but  that  in  time  they  must  connect  with 
some  more  aged  and  powerful,  and  when  they  consider  their 
contiguous  situation  to  that  of  the  New  England  States,  the  ties 
of  consanguinity,  <fec.,  the  debts  contracted  by  the  United  States, 
A^c.  Vermont  are  clear  of  del)t,  and  wish  so  to  continue.  Upon 
a  full  consideration  of  the  peculiar  situation  of  Vermont,  the 
leading  men  are  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  bring  about 
neutrality,  i)ut,  as  it  has  been  before  observed,  that  in  order  to 
settle  some  broils  in  the  state,  it  was  necessary  to  close  said  union, 
which  in  some  respect  tends  to  postpone  a  completion  of  neutral- 
ity, yet,  when  once  efl'ected,  it  would  be  the  more'  powerful  and 
permanent.  Whether  Congress  or  the  claiming  states  would  use 
coercive  measures  with  Vermont  as  such,  a  declaration  is  at  pres- 
ent uncertain ;  iiowever,  should  they  attempt  it,  should  choose  to 
try  them  one  Ijattle  before  we  called  for  any  assistance.  Should 
any  considerable  force  be  sent  to  invade  the  frontiers  of  New  York 
before  neutrality  could  be  settled,  would  propose  a  feint  to  l)e 
made  towards  the  frontiers  of  Vermont,  which  would  enal)le  the 
officers  in  Vermont,  that  are  principal  in  command,  to  declare 
[deceive?]  their  other  officers  and  men,  that  are  so  exceeding 
great  whigs. 

Colonel  Allen's  reasons  for  settling  a  cartel  are,  to  show  the 
j)eople*of  Vermont  that  the  British  General  will  consider  Vermont 
as  a  state  unconnected  with  the  United  [States,]  and  thereby  en- 
able them  to  collect  ^  sufficient  number  of  prisoners  that  were 
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taken  with  General  Burgoyne  and  elsewhere'  that  are  now  scat- 
tered in  a  [the]  country  to  excliange  for  those  in  Canada,  and  to 
continue  an  intercourse  by  Hags.  The  prisoners  taken  at  Fort 
Ann  and  Skenesborough  will  at  a  future  period,  when  Vermont 
exercises  jurisdiction  there,  come  under  consideration. 

Indorsed :  "  Copy  (No.  9)  Colonel  Allen's  information  of  tlie 
state  of  Vermont,  dated  Isle  au  Noix,  11th  May,  1781." 

H.  —  Captain  3IatfhewH^  to  Captain  Sherwood^  for  the 
Commissioners, 

Copy.     (Private.)  Quebec,  loth  May,  1781. 

Sir:  —  I  have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  his  Excellency,  tlie 
Commander-in-Chief,  your  letters  of  the  8th  and  l>th  instant,  with 
their  enclosures,  from  all  which  His  Excellency  is  clearly  of  opin- 
ion with  you,  that  the  Hag  is  sent  more  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
time  and  influencing  the  Congress,  than  to  forward  the  negociation 
proposed  on  our  part,  and  formerly  encouraged  on  tlieirs,  or  even 
for  the  settling  of  a  cartel.  The  extension  of  their  territory  and 
jurisdiction,  their  unreasona})le  demands  respecting  a  cartel,  and 
their  avowing  Ethan  Allen's  exposing  to  Congress  Colonel  Robin- 
son's letter,  evince  their  unfavorable  disposition  to  the  union  wc 
wish  for.  His  Excellency  is  therefore  determined,  that  unless 
they  open  their  intentions  more  fully,  and  declare  the  conduct  they 
mean  to  adopt,  at  once  to  put  a  final  stop  to  all  treaty  with  them, 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  this  declaration  may  bring  them  to  a  de- 
cision ;  in  all  events  it  will  counteract  their  views  with  respect  to 
Congress,  and  prevent  our  being  the  instrument  of  their  success. 
Notwithstanding  this  resolution,  His  Excellency,  before  he  en- 
tirely relinquishes  an  object  he  has  so  much  at  heart,  wishes  they 
could  be  fully*  informed  of  the  favorable  terms  held  out  to  them, 
and  desires  you  will,  for  that  purpose,  communicate  them  at  large 
to  Mr.  Allen,  unless,  by  his  conduct,  you  are  of  opinion  of  the 
inefficacy  of  the  measure  ;  but  he  likewise  particularly  desires,  that 
you  will  not,  upon  any  account  whatever,  leave  the  paper  in  Mr. 
Allen's  possession,  or  trust  it  where  it  may  be  copied  ;  for  tho'  it 
contains  nothing  which  the  General  would  hesitate  to  publish,  yet 
this  precaution  is  necessary  for  your  protection,  and  it  is  suffi- 
ciently justified  by  their  having  given  up  Colonel  Robinson's  letters. 
After  being  fully  acquainted  with  His  Excellency's  intentions,  they 
may,  at  any  time  they  shall  think  proper,  communicate  their  de- 

' Allen's  idea  WJis  that  prisoners  taken  by  Vermont  troops  slkjuld  be 
reckoned  afi  j^rhontrs  to  Vermont ;  and  on  that  j^round  Chittenden  asked 
of  Wa^^hington  a  number  of  prisoners  to  l)e  exchanged  by  Vermont. 

*  Captain  Matthews  was  General  Ilaldimand's  Secretary. 
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termination  in  cons(Kiuence  thereof  by  a  flag,  but  no  truce,  or  car- 
tel as  proposed  by  them,  can  in  the  meantime  be  admitted.  They 
have  been  aajuainted  with  the  Generars  disposition  in  their  fa- 
vour since  last'Noveml)er,  and  have  had  sufficient  time  maturely 
to  deliberate  upon  it.  They  should,  therefore,  have  come  in  pre- 
pared to  accei)t  or  reject  his  prof)osals.  If  all  your  endeavours 
should  prove  ineflfectual,  His  Excellency  thinks  you  would  do  well 
to  let  Mr.  Allen  understand  that  a  flag  will  be  sent  to  All)any  to 
declare  tx)  the  people  that  no  treaty  or  cartel  of  any  kind  exists 
between  us  and  Vermont  State,  and  that  their  overtures  made  for 
the  latter  were  rejected,  and  all  negociations  finally  at  an  end, 
least  they  should  keep  up  the  farce  to  engaire  the  attention  of 
congress.  I  am,  <fec., 

(Signed,)  R.  M. 

To 

Indorsed:  "  (No.  10).  Copy  letter  (private)  from  Captain 
Matthew^s  to     .     .     .     dated  Quebec,  loth  May,  1781.'* 

H. —  Gen,  Haldimand  to  Major  Lernoidt^for  Colonel  Allen. 

Copy.     (Private.)  QrEBKc,  17th  May,  1781. 

Sir:  —  Having  considered  the  paper  which  was  dictated  by 
Colonel  Allen,  and  transmitted  by  you  to  Captain  Matthews,  fur 
my  information,  you  are  hereby  instructed  to  assure  him  that  I  am 
fully  empowered  by  His  Majesty  to  offer  the  terms  which  are  con- 
tained in  my  former  instructions  to  you.  1  declare  this  upon  my 
honor. 

As  I  have  not  authority  to  make  any  treaty  of  neutrality,  I  can- 
not agree  to  any.  The  state  of  Vermont  must  either  be  united  in 
constitutional  Liberty  with  Great  Britain,  or  continue  at  enmity 
with  it.  1  have  no  desire  to  deceive,  nor  wish  to  engage  them  in 
any  enterprize  which  I  do  not  think  equally  advantageous  to  them 
and  to  Great  Britain,  and,  therefore,  must  recommend  to  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  who  wish  tliat  an  accommodation 
should  take  place,  to  lose  no  time  in  declaring  themselves. 

Tho'  the  most  punctual  secrecy  has  been  ol)served  on  my  [)art,  1 
am  not  ignorant  that  reports  have  been  propagated  and  suspicious 
entertained  by  Congress,  and  the  states  claiming  jurisdiction  over 
Vermont,  as  if  some  negociation  was  carrying  on  lor  a  re-union 
of  the  state  of  Vermont  with  Great  Britain.  1  am  not  without  aj> 
prefiensions  that  the  Congress  and  the  emissaries  of  tliese  states 
D^ay?  l^y  means  of  such  reports  and  jealousies,  create  such  difficul- 
ties and  dissensions  in  the  state  of  Vermont  as  niay  render  the 
good  intentions  of  the  leading  men  of  no  effect.  However  sensible 
1  am  of  the  necessity  under  which  (Jeneral  Allen  was  of  sending 
Colonel  Robinson's  letter  to  the  Congress,  yet  1  do  not  choose  to 
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have  my  iustnictious  to  you  exposed  to  the  same  fate,  but  I  hereby 
authorize  you  to  pledge  my  word  of  honor  for  the  [performance  of 
every  article  which  I  have  promised  to  the  state  of  Vermont. 
You  will  likewise  express  clearly  to  Colonel  Allen,  that  as  I  find 
the  i>eople  in  the  York  State  have  conceived  that  a  suspension  of 
arms  was  to  take  place  between  me  and  Vermont  (which  may  lead 
them  into  mistakes  fatal  to  some  individuals)  I  require  that  on  his 
return  he  shall  declare  publicly  the  contrary,  in  Justice  to  the  can- 
dour 1  pursue,  and  that  no  evil  consequences  which  may  arise 
from  the  above  error  may  ap}>ear  to  lie  at  my  door,  and  that  as 
(lags  may  create  jealousies  and  embarrassments,  1  expect  none 
will  be  sent  for  the  future,  but,  if  after  or  before  the  sitting  of 
the  assembly  in  June,  matters  can  be  so  far  advanced  as  that  the 
leading  men  may  come  to  a  decision.  Colonel  Allen  may  agree 
upon  some  places,  for  example  the  Split  Rock,  where  a  confiden- 
tial person  may  be  sent  with  a  token  agreed  upon  between  you  and 
him  as  a  proof  that  credit  may  be  given  to  what  he  says.  If  the 
leading  men  of  the  state  of  Vermont  are  as  sincere,  and  mean  as 
well  as  I  do,  no  objection  can  be  made  to  this  proposal. 

(Signed)  I  am,  etc.,         F.  H. 

To     .     ,     ,     . 

Indorsed:  *'No.  11.  —  Copy  letter,  private.  May  81st,  1781, 

Excellency  General  Haldimand  to dated  Quebec, 

17  May,  1781." 

H. —  Captain  Matthews  to  Captain  Shenrifod^  for  the 
Commissioners, 

(Copy.)  Quebec,  21st  May,  1781. 

Sir:  —  1  have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  His  Excellency, 
General  Haldimand,  your  letter  of  the  ir)th  instant,  communicat- 
ing for  his  information  hints  and  innuendo  tlirown  out  by  Colonel 
Allen  respecting  a  further  negociation  with  the  state  of  Vermont, 
of  more  conso{|uence  than  the  present,  and  his  wish  to  keep  a 
door  oi)en  for  intercourse  by  means  of  a  cartel.  Upon  the  subject 
of  a  cartel  I  have  already  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners  His 
Excellency's  determinatitm,  and  I  am  now  conunanded  to  acquaint, 
that  although  he  will  not  consent  to  the  establishment  of  a  cartel 
upon  the  ground  proposed,  yet  he  wishes  to  encourage  the  ho[)e 
you  seem  to  entertain  of  that  people  returning  to  their  allegiance, 
either  from  a  sense  of  their  error,  or  a  view  to  their  interest. 
His  Excellency  therefore  wishes  you  to  improve  such  overtures  as 
may  l)e  made  for  that  end  by  Mr.  Allen,  but  at  the  same  time 
guarding  carefully  against  the  art  and  duplicity  those  people  pos- 
sess, aud  avoiding  delay,  which  seems  to  be  their  favorite  object, 
but  which  from  the  present  appearance  of  affairs  cannot  favor  their 
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I  interest-    For  if  they  terminate,  as  there  is  the  j^reatest  reason  to 

I  expect  they  will,  Vermont  must  be  considered  indiscriminately 

with  the  people  of  America,  and  their  difficulties  with  the  then 
contending  States  will  still  subsist,  while  the  other  parts  of  America 
enjoy  peace  and  tranquility.         I  am,  &c., 

'(Signed^  R.  M. 

To     ....     . 

H. —  Captain  Matthews  to   Captain  Shenvood^  for  the 
Commissioners. 

Copy.     (Private.)  Quebec,  21st  May,  1781. 

Sir: — Agreeably  to  your  desire  I  have  communicated  to  His 
Excellency,  General  Haldimand,  the  substance  of  your  conversa- 
tion with  Colonel  Allen  upon  the  subject  of  a  re-union  of  Vermont 
state  with  the  mother  country,  and  I  am  commanded  to  signify  to 
you  His  Excellency's  sentiments  thereon. 

With  respect  to  the  permanent  cartel  wished  for  by  Vermont, 
as  proposed  by  them,  the  general  has  already  determined,  and  his 
reasons  for  not  complying  therewith  have  been  communicated  to 
Colonel  Allen.  He  is  nevertheless  desirous  to  accomplish  the  re- 
union already  proposed  to  the  people  of  Vermont,  but  fears  that 
delay  will  prove  fatal  to  his  wishes  in  their  favour. 

The  terras  for  reconciliation  which  His  Excellency  has  held  out 
to  them  are  undoubtedly  sufficient  to  secure  to  them  their  liberties 
and  properties,  and  he  desires  you  would  communicate  to  Colonel 
Allen  his  ardent  wish  that  the  people  of  Vermont  lose  no  time  in 
acceding  to  conditions  so  consonant  to  their  well-being. 

There  is  from  the  last  accounts  from  Europe  great  reason  to 
think  that  a  general  negociation  for  peace  has  commenced  under 
the  mediation  of  the  Emperor.  Sir  Joseph  York  and  Sir  .  .  . 
Keith  are  the  plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and 
are  gone  to  Vienna  on  that  business.  Whatever  the  terms  of 
peace  may  be,  the  people  of  Vermont  must  be  left  in  the  same  un- 
favorable situation  they  were  in  before  the  present  troubles,  except 
that,  by  a  speedy  determination  to  resist  the  tyranny  of  Congress 
and  to  accept  the  terms  offered  them,  they  secure  to  themselves  a 
separate  government  and  jurisdiction  independent  of  the  other 
states. 

His  Excellency  has  no  wish  to  deceive,  nor  any  view  in  pro- 
posing to  reclaim  these  states,  but  that  of  re-establishing  the 
happy  government  they  once  enjoyed,  and  by  its  influence  re- 
dress the  grievances  imposed  on  them  by  their  neighboring  states, 
as  fully  expressed  in  his  original  instructions  to  you.  His  Excel- 
lency therefore  expects  that  the  result  of  their  deliberations  in 
the  meeting  to  be  held  in  June  would  be  immediately  communi- 
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cated  to  him  with  sincerity  and  candour.  In  the  mean  time  it  is 
to  be  considered  (and  it  will  be  publicly  declared)  that  there  is 
not  any  negociation  or  treaty  subsisting  between  His  Excellency, 
General  Haldimand,  and  the  state  of  Vermont. 

(Signed)  I  am,  <tc.,      •  R.  M. 

To at  Ide  an  Noix, 

Indorsed  :  *^  No,  18.  —  Copy  of  a  letter  (private)  from  Captain 
Matthews  to     ...     .     dated  Quebec,  21st  May,  1781. 

H.  —  Oohmel  Ira  Allen  to  Major  LernovU. 

(Copy.)  May  21,  1781. 

The  Legislature  of  Vermont  will,  by  the  20th  of  July,  have 

another  session,  and  just  have  time  to  send  to  the  shipping.     If 

there  is  not  a  certainty  that  prisoners  will  be  then  exchanged,  it 

may  be  very  prejudicial  to  some  more  important  matters,  &c.,  <tc. 

(Signed)  I.  A. 

Mr.  Lernovlt.  [Ira  Allen.] 

H.  —  Colonel  Ira  Allen^  by  Captain  Sherwood^  to  Major  LernouU, 

(Copy.)  May  22d,  1781. 

Sir :  —  Colonel  Allen  says  he  wishes  to  give  Major  Lernoult  a 
clear  idea  of  the  present  situation  of  affairs  (in  Vermont.)  As 
he  means  to  act  with  candour,  it  would  be  folly  for  him  to  pretend 
to  say  officially  the  exact  time  commissioners  will  be  sent,  nor  can 
he  positively  say  whether  they  will  come  with  full  powers  to  re- 
unite with  Britain,  as  the  idea  of  neutrality  must  first  be  adopted. 
He  foresees  that  mucli  difficulty  will  arise  respecting  the  time 
they  are  to  continue  this  internal  neutrality,  for  as  he  wishes  to 
be  clearly  understood  and  to  convince  General  Haldimand  that  he 
acts  on  equal  principles  of  sincerity  with  him,  he  will  again  plainly 
express  the  impossibility  of  brioging  over  at  once  a  prejudiced 
populace  so  fully  prepossessed  in  favor  of  Congress.  At  present, 
one  half  of  the  Assembly  is  not  acquainted  with  the  designs,  and 
a  number  of  the  council  yet  remain  ignorant,  nor  has  it  yet  ap- 
peared safe  to  open  the  affair  to  them.  This  will  be  attempted 
next  session,  but  must  be  gently  and  cautiously  managed,  and  how 
far  it  will  succeed  he  is  not  able  to  determine  ;  he  will,  however, 
engage  that  General  Haldimand  shall  hear  from  them  by  some 
means  oi'  other  by  about  the  middle  of  July,  or  sooner ;  he  thinks 
the  commissioners  will,  by  that  time,  be  sent  to  exchange  some 
prisoners,  (provided  he  has  a  certainty  of  their  being  exchanged,) 
and  will  have  power  finally  to  determine  whether  Vermont  is  to 
be  admitted  as  a  province,  or  not.  But  that  his  brother  or  himself 
may  not  be  at  a  loss  to  convey  intelligence  when  necessary,  he 
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proposes  the  following  token  by  his  messenger,  vizt :  thi'ee  smokes 
on  the  east  side  the  lake  opf)Osite  the  shipping,  and  at  the  middle 
smoke  a  small  white  flag  hoisted  on  a  staff.  He  would  propose 
to  have  the  commandant  on  the  lake  instructed  to  receive  such 
messenger  immediately  on  board,  and  not  interrogate  him  con- 
cerning his  business,  and  send  him  to  Canada,  or  forward  his 
letters,  as  the  messenger  shall  choose  ;  and  he  would  expect  the 
messenger  would  be  permitted  to  return  as  soon  as  possible,  as 
delays  would  have  a  tendency  to  create  jealousy. 
To  Major  Lernonlt. 

H. —  CoL  Allen ^  by  Capt,  Sherivoodj  to  Major  Lemenlt, 

(Copy.)  May  22nd,  1781. 

Sir : — I  am  desired  by  Mr.  Allen  to  inform  you  that  his  not 
coming  to  any  decision  respecting  an  exchange  will  very  much 
dishearten  those  who  were  the  most  forward  for  a  British  Govern- 
ment, and  entirely  dispirit  those  who  were  not  so  well  confirmed 
in  their  opinions ;  he  therefore  sincerely  wishes  that  the  spirit  of 
his  last  letter  to  Mr.  Dundas  may  be  agreed  to,  in  such  a  manner, 
and  in  such  words,  that  no  doubt  can  raise  in  their  Assembly  of 
Vermont.  He  declares  on  the  honor  of  a  gentleman,  that  he  will 
represent  in  the  clearest  view  possible.  General  Haldimand's  in- 
structions to  me,  and  likewise  the  candour  which  appears  in  the 
General's  last  letter,  in  compliance  to  which,  and  in  justice  to  the 
General,  he  promises  to  undeceive  the  neighboring  states  respect- 
ing a  standing  truce  between  Great  Britain  and  Vermont.  He  is 
very  sorry  he  Cannot  have  a  copy  of  the  General's  instructions  to 
me,  and  as  he  cannot  have  that,  would  be  glad  of  a  copy  of  the 
General's  last  letter  to  me.'  He  says  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on 
his  part  to  have  commissioners  sent  as  soon  as  possible,  but  he 
knows  they  cannot  be  fully  furnished  sooner  than  the  time  he  men- 
tioned, and  is  not  certain  they  can  be  so  soon.  He  therefore 
hopes  impossibilities  will  not  be  expected  from  him. 

(Signed,)  .... 

To  Mr,  Lemoult, 

Xo  written  answer  was  given  to  the  two  preceding  letters,  but 
there  was  a  "  verbal  agreement,"  according  to  Allen's  account. — 
Ante,  118-119. 


^Probably  meaning  the  Instructions  of  Dee.  20, 1780,  and  the  "private" 
letter  of  May  21, 1781,  written  at  Haldimand's  dictation  by  Matthews  to 
Sherwood. 

17 
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H. —  General  Haldimand  to  Lord  George  Q-ermaine, 

(No.  129.)  1781,  May  23r(l.  Your  Excellencj  tells  the  Min- 
ister, as  I  fear  from  your  sanguine  expressions,  in  your  letter  No. 
77,  that  you  may  have  misconceived  the  opinions  I  had  the  honor 
of  giving  in  mine  of  the  16th  Dec'r. 

At  the  time  I  wrote  that  letter,  I  had  no  overtures  made  to  me 
by  the  chief  of  that  district,  though  you  had  flattering  hopes  he 
would  be  influenced  by  the  advantageous  oflers  made  him,  in  which 
you  was  somewhat  confirmed  by  the  intercepted  letters  sent  to  his 
Lordship,  but  had  no  right  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  V.  had 
actually  returned  to  their  allegiance,  else  you  should  have  lost  no 
time  in  communicating  such  pleasing  intelligence  to  his  Lordship. 

The  three  documents  following,  from  The  Clinton  Papers^  were 
contemporary  with  the  interview  at  Isle  aux  Noix. 

Governor  Clinton  to  Gerieral  Schuyler, —  No.  3707. 

May  13.  Prom  a  great  variety  of  circumstances,  I  am  left 
without  a  doubt  that  the  leaders  of  the  faction  on  the  Grants 
maintain  a  criminal  intercourse  witli  the  enemy,  both  in  Canada 
and  in  New  York.  How  far  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  privy  to 
it  is  hard  to  determine.  I  have  charity  however  to  believe  that 
few  among  them,  the  disaffected  excepted,  are  let  into  the  secret. 
That  the  disaffected  are,  is  natural  to  believe,  and  it  is  confirmed 
by  sentiments  and  conduct  of  the  tories  in  diflferent  quarters  of  the 
country. 

General  Schuyler^  at  Saratoga^  to  Governor  Clinton,  —  No.  3729. 

May  19.  [Abstract  and  extracts.]  Major  McCracken  stated 
that  [Ethan]  Allen  had  been  trying  to  seduce  the  people  of  the 
state  from  their  allegiance  to  New  York;'  that  he  asked  Allen 
what  course  he  should  take  ''  if  tlie  enemy  attempted  to  penetrate 
into  the  country  —  Allen  replied  that  he  would  neither  give  nor 
take  any  assistance  from  the  state  of  New  York.  The  defection 
of  the  inhabitants  on  the  east  side  of  the  [Hudson]  river  is  be- 
come very  general.  The  convention  which  met  at  Cambridge,  I 
am  informed,  have  agreed  to  join  themselves  to  the  Grants,  and 
that  the  members  are  chusing  [being  chosen]  to  go  to  the  Ver- 
mont assembly." 

The  tories  are  fleeing  to  Canada,  and  the  enemy  is  soon  expected 
in  force.     "  Only  thirty-nine  levies  are  as  yet  come  up,  and  we 

'  The  articles  of  union  between  New  York  towns  and  Vermont  had 
been  agreed  to  in  the  Cambridge  convention  four  days  before. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Correspondence  during  the  Interview,  131 

have  not  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  [in  the  whole]  and  none  are 
expected.  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  myself  and  family,  any  longer 
risk  my  property  here,  and  intend  to  remove  unless  I  receive  let- 
ters this  day  announcing  the  approach  of  more  troops."  ''  It  is 
a  mortifying  reflection  that  so  fine  a  country  must  be  abandoned 
for  want  of  men  and  provisions." 

General  Schuyler ^  at  Saraioga^  to  Governor  Clinton,  —  No.  3735. 

May  21.  The  inhabitants  will  all  leave  if  he  does,  and  he  has 
concluded  to  remain  "  a  few  days  longer,  hoping  for  more  troops." 

On  the  same  day  gen.  Schuyler  sent  to  geu.  Washington  a  copy 
of  the  following  letter,  treating  lightly  the  intimated  danger  to 
himself,  and  expressing  a  doubt  whether  Allen  was  sincere,  or  in- 
tended to  divert  Schuyler  from  inquiries  which  Allen  might  sus- 
pect he  was  making. 

Ethan  Allen  to  General  Schuyler,^ 

Bennington,  16  May,  1781. 

A  flag  which  I  sent  last  fall  to  the  British  commanding  oflScer 
at  Crown  Point,  and  which  was  there  detained  near  one  month, 
on  their  return  gave  me  to  understand  that  they,  [the  British,]  at 
several  different  times,  threatened  to  captivate  your  own  person ; 
said  that  it  had  been  in  their  power  to  take  some  of  your  family 
the  last  campaign,  [during  Carleton's  invasion  in  October,  1780, 
probably,]  but  that  they  had  an  eye  to  yourself.^  I  must  confess 
that  such  conversation  before  my  flag  seems  rather  flummery  than 
real  premeditated  design.  However,  that  there  was  such  conver- 
sation I  do  not  dispute,  which  you  will  make  such  improvement  of 
as  you  see  fit.  I  shall  conclude  with  assuring  your  honor  that 
notwithstanding  the  late  reports,  or  rather  surmises,  of  my  cor- 
responding with  the  enemy  to  the  prejudice  of  the  United  States^ 
it  is  wholly  without  foundation. 

I  am,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  honor's  obedient  and  humble 
servant,  Ethan  i\xLEN. 

To  General  Schuyler, 

General  Schuyler  to  General  Washington, 
May  22,  1781.     [Abstract.]     Laments  the  various  distresses 
his  excellency  labored  under  "  from  the  tardiness  of  the  state  in 

*  Ethan  Allen  Papers^  351  a. 

*  AugUMt  8,  1781,  general  Scliuyler  gave  to  Wtushington  the  particulars 
of  an  actual  attempt  to  take  him  prisoner.  —  Life  and  Writings  of  Wash- 
ington^  Vol.  viii,  129,  note. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


132  The  Haldimand  Papers, 

furnishing  the  supplies  for  the  army ;"  transmitted  information 
from  a  pretended  deserter  ;  reported  intelligence  that  four  thous- 
and British  had  come  to  Crown  Point  or  Ticonderoga,  and  added  : 

"  Of  the  [New  York]  state  troops  only  about  forty-five  have  yet 
appeared.  We  are  to  expect  [no]  more  from  the  east  side  of  the 
Hudson  river,  for  twenty-five  miles  below  this  [Saratoga,]  a  con- 
vention which  has  been  held  there  [Cambridge]  have  agreed  to  a 
union  with  Vermont,  and  have  published  a  resolution  that  no  dis- 
tress should  be  made  under  the  authority  of  New  York  from  any 
delinquent  class.'  Ethan  Allen,  in  a  late  conversation  with  major 
McCrakan,  formerly  Van  Schaick's  regiment,  declared  he  would 
neither  take  assistance  from  nor  give  any  to  New  York,  and  I 
really  believe  he  will  do  as  he  says.''- 

Extracts  from  a  letter  in  Dr.  \^Georye']  Smith'' s  handivritihif^  en- 
closed in  General  Schuyler  s  letter  to  General  Washincfton^ 
dated  May  Uth,  1781.3 

STATE  OF  VERMONT. 

The  opinion  of  the  people  in  general  of  this  state  [New  York] 
is  that  its  [Vermont's]  inhabitants  are  artful  and  cunning  and  full 
of  thift  [shift  ?]  and  design.  About  fifteen  days  ago,  Col.  Allen 
and  a  Maj.  Fay  vs^as  in  Albany.  I  made  it  my  particular  business 
to  be  twice  in  their  company,  at  which  times  I  endeavored  to  find 
out  their  business  ;  and  on  inquiring,  I  understood  from  Col.  Al- 
len that  he  came  down  to  wait  on  Governor  Clinton,  to  receive  his 
answer  to  a  petition  which  the  people  of  Vermont  had  laid  before 
the  assembly ;  that  he  had  been  twice  at  the  governor's  lodgings, 
and  that  the  governor  refused  to  see  or  to  speak  with  him.  Allen 
then  said  he  might  be  damned  if  ever  he  could  court  his  favor 
again.  Since  that  time  they  have  petitioned  the  eastern  states*  to 
be  in  their  confederacy,  to  no  purpose.  I  heard  Allen  declare  to 
one  Harper  that  there  was  a  north  pole  and  a  south  pole,  and 
should  a  thunder-gust  come  from  the  south,  they  would  shut  the 
door  opposite  that  point  and  open  the  door  facing  the  north  8th 
May.-*  By  this  time  it  is  expected  they  will  be  friendly  to  their 
king.     Various  opinions  about  their  flag. 


*  In  New  York,  taxes  were  inipoj<ed  and  militia  raised  by  heads  of 
"  Classes." 

^ Ethan  Allen  Papers.  353.     ^  Hame,  340  a. 

*  Whether  Allen  named  that  day,  or  whether  it  is  Dr.  Smith's  date  to 
the  lines  followin<T,  mav  be  doubted. 
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John  Willi amn  to  Gov,  Clinton,^ 

White  Creek,  (Salem,)  June  5,  1781. 
Extracts :  Nothing  but  Yorkers  and  V^ermonters  is  talk- 
June  .5.  ed  of,  even  by  bojs  and  youngsters.  This  is  the  only 
district  [in  the  New  York  towns  anrexed  to  V^ermont] 
which  has  voted  for  New  York,  and  I  pxpect  Vermont  will  exer- 
cise jurisdiction  over  it  in  a  few  days.  *  *  If  nothing  is  done 
hy  this  State  [New  York]  soon,  we  shall  be  compelled  to  submit 
ourselves  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Vermont,  and  what  the  conse- 
quences of  it  will  be  God  only  knows.  *  *  Nothing  is 
scarcely  talked  of  but  the  bad  conduct  of  the  legislature  and 
administration  of  government  in  this  State  [New  York]  ;  no 
troops  on  the  frontiers,  no  provisions  nor  no  money,  nor  have  the 
men  got  ammunition,  although  an  alarm  is  every  day  expected. 
Cambridge  regiment  is  sufficiently  supplied  with  that  article /ro//i 
Vermont^  and  last  week,  I  am  told.  Some  of  this  [White  Creek] 
regiment  got  ammunition  yesterday  in  the  above  way.  Has  him- 
self furnished  provisions  to  a  large  amount  and  yet  lias  had  no 

pay. 

Gov,  Chittenden  to  Gen,   Washington,' 

[Fragment.]     I  do  now,  in  behalf  of  those  distressed 
June  is.   captives,  (who  are  principally  citizens,)  recjuest  your 
excellency  to  grant  me  a  sufficient  number  of  prisoners 
of  equal  rank  to  redeem  tRose  I  have  above  mentioned  as  soon  as 
I  shall  furnish  a  list  particularly,  which  shall   be  immediately 
done,  when  I  karn  that  this  siiall  meet  your  excellency's  appro- 
bation, which  I  Hatter  myself  will,  when  I  consider  that  1  have 
delivered  over  to  the  United  States  more  than  four  times  the  num- 
ber which  I  have  occasion  for  by  this  request.    ' 
Sent  by  Capt  Brownson.^ 

In  General  Assembly:  June  18.  Itesol ved,  t\mt  £lii  inijuiry 
1)6  made  into  the  grounds  of  the  report  of  a  treaty  with  Canada, 
«kc.,  to-morrow  morning,  when  the  committee  of  the  whole  meets. 

Tlie  journal  of  the  next  day  notes  the  fact  of  a  session  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  but  does  not  give  the  proceedings  therein. 
Ira  Allen's  account  is  as  follows : 


*  Clinton  Papers,  No.  8758. 

*  Washhtfjton  Letters,  inStiite  Dt^partmenl,  Vol.  L. 

^  Washinj^ton  informed  Cai)t.  Brownson  that  he  could  not  countenance 
a  cartel  settled  by  Vermont  with  tlie  governor  of  ( 'anada.  See  Letter  to 
Boger  Enos,  July  9,  post. 
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The  Crovernor  and  Council  attended  in  the  Assembly,  and  re- 
solved both  Houses  into  a  Committee  of  tlie  Whole,  when  the 
Governor  proceeded  to  state  the  facts ;  that  in  consequence  of 
application  from  several  i)ersons,  praying  that  some  measures  miglit 
be  taken  to  procure  the  exclmnge  of  their  friends,  who  were  pris- 
oners in  Canada,  in  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  he  had,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Council,  appointed  and  authorized  Colonel  Ira 
Allen  to  go  to  Isle-aux-Xoix  to  settle  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of 
prisoners,  in  behalf  of  the  State.  That  Colonel  Allen  went  to  the 
Isle-aux-Noix,  where  he  met  tiie  British  Com.missioners,  and  with 
difficulty  had  completed  the  business,  in  behalf  of  \^crmont,  though 
uo  such  exchange  had  taken  place  with  the  United  States,  or  any 
other  State  in  the  northern  department;  that  if  the  grand  Com- 
mittee wished  for  further  particulars,  respecting  the  mission  and 
conduct  of  Colonel  Allen,  he  was  then  present  and  could  best  in- 
form, to  wliom  he  referred  them. 

The  Committee  then  requested  Colonel  Allen  to  inform  them 
respecting  his  commission,  and  what  eftects  it  had  produced. 
Colonel  Allen  rose,  and  observed  to  the  Conunittee,  that  he  had 
received  an  af)pointment  and  commission  from  the  Governor  and 
Council,  to  go  and  settle  a  cartel  with  tlie  British,  in  Canada,  for 
an  exchange  of  prisoners;  that  he  had  very  haj)pily  succeeded  in 
his  mission,  and  made  his  re|)t)rt  to  the  Governor  and  Council; 
but  not  exj)ecting  to  be  called  on  by  the  Committee,  had  left  the 
commission  and  all  the  papers  atliome:  nevertheless,  was  ready 
to  give  a  verbal  statement  of  the  whole  transactions,  or,  if  more 
agreeable  to  the  Committee,  he  would,  by  leave  of  the  Governor 
and  Council,  go  home,  and  produce  the  writings  for  the  inspection 
of  the  Conunittee  next  day.  The  Committee  desired  Colonel 
Allen  would  lay  the  |»apers  before  them  the  next  day. 

Accordingly  he  attended  the  CommittC'^  with  the  papers,  and 
made  a  short  verbal  statement,  that  the  i)apers  might  be  the  better 
understood  ;  they  were  read,  and  on  the  whole  it  appeared,  that 
the  British  had  shewn  great  gonerosity  in  the  business.  Colonel 
Allen  then  rose  and  stated  sundry  things,  which  occurred  while  he 
was  in  Canada,  and  mentioned  that  he  had  discovered  among  the 
British  officers  a  fervent  wish  for  |)eace;  and  that  the  English 
Government  was  as  tired  of  the  war,  as  the  United  States ;  then 
concluded  with  a  desire,  that  if  any  member  of  the  Committee 
or  auditor  in  the  gallery,  wished  to  ask  any  further  questions  re- 
s{)ecting  the  business,  he  was  ready  to  answer  them. 

All  seemed  satislied  that  nothing  had  been  done  inconsisteut  to 
the  interest  of  the  States ;  and  those  who  were  in  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  paid  their  compliments  to  Colonel  Allen,  for  his 
open  and  candid  conduct.  In  the  eveniny;  he  had  a  conference 
with  the  Canadian  spectators  on  the  business  of  the  day,  and  they 
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appeared  to  be  as  well  satisfied  as  those  from  the  neighboriDg 
States  and  Vermont.  Is  it  not  curious  to  see  opposite  parties 
perfectly  satisfied  with  one  statement,  and  each  believing  what 
they  wish  to  believe,  and  thereby  deceiving  themselves  I' 

Certificate  for  the  Proteetioyi  of  Colonel  Ira  Allen.' 

State  of  Vermont,  June,  1781. 
Whereas  Col.  Ira  Allen  has  been  with  a  flag  to  [the  Province  of] 
Quebec  for  the  purpose  of  settling  a  cartel  for  exchange  of  pris- 
oners, and  has  used  his  best  policy  by  feigning  or  endeavoring  to 
make  them  believe  that  the  state  of  Vermont  had  a  desire  to  ne- 
gotiate A  treaty  of  peace  with  Oreat  Britain  —  thereby  to  prevent 
the  immediate  invasion  or  incursion  upon  the  frontiers  of  this  state, 
as  appears  by  the  letter  he  sent  to  Gen.  Haldimand  dated  May  8, 
1781,3  enclosing  a  copy  of  Col.  15everly  Robinson's  letters  to  Gen. 
Ethan  Allen  and  Gen.  Allen's  letter  to  Congress,  and  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Assembly  of  Vermont  approbating  the  same,  as  also 
the  circular  letter  to  the  several  states  delivered  to  Duridas,  ac- 
cording to  his  verbal  report  made  to  us  thig  day: — We  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  critical  circumstances  this  state  is  in,  being  out 
of  the  union  with  the  United  States  and  thereby  unable  to  make 
that  vigorous  defense  we  could  wish  for  —  think  it  to  be  a  neces- 
sary political  manceuver  to  save  tiie  frontiers  of  this  state. 

Jonas  Fay,  Thomas  Chittenden, 

Samuel  Safford,  Moses  Robinson, 

Samuel  RomNsoN,         Timothy  Rkownson, 
Joseph  Fay,  John  Fassett. 

At  the  time  of  col.  Allen's  report  to  the  general  assembly,  of 
the  negotiation  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  two  or  more  British 
agents  or  spies  were  at  Bennington  seeking  information.  Their 
reports  follow.  '■  ' 

H. — Report  of  a  British  A</ent, 

(Copy.)  [June.]  Mr.  *  *  *  *  reports  that  he  broke  out  of 
Northampton  Jail  the  2.*5d  of  last  December,  [1780,]  and  got  into 
New  York  the  10th  of  January,  and  on  the  oth  of  February  was 
sent  to  General  Allen  with  letters  from  Colonel  Robinson,  and 


>  T7.  Hist.  Coll,  Vol.  I,  427,  4-2S. 

^ Early  Histori/,  .''»<).'?.  Probably  tbis  paper  wa><  given  June  l.*{,  tbe  Gen- 
eral Assembly  having  met  on  that  (Jay. 

'May  11  perbaps.  Xo  letter  of  tbe  8tji  from  Ira  Allen  bas  been  found. 
See  account  of  tbe  interview  of  May  8  —  ante,  lOii. 
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arrived  in  Arlington  on  the  28d  of  February  ;  returned  again  lo 
York  the  18th  of  March,  without  any  order  from  Allen.  After 
his  arrival  Mr.  *  *  *  came  in  with  a  letter  from  Allen  to 
General  Clinton,  with  proposals  (as  was  reported)  to  join  Brit- 
ain, ])rovided  they  could  have  their  Eastern  and  Western  New 
frontiers  confirmed  as  part  of  Vermont.  On  the  28th  of  May 
Mr.  *  *  *  *  wj^g  sent  out  with  another  letter  from  Colonel  Rol>- 
inson  to  Allen,  which  he  has  left  with  a  trusty  man  to  deliver  to 
him.  Was  in  Bennington  when  Colonel  [IraJ  Allen  returned 
from  Canada,  and  employed  Mr.  *  *  *  *  to  find  out  what  report 
[Ira]  Allen  made,  and  the  resolution  of  the  Council  in  conse- 
quence of  his  report ;  but  from  many  hints  that  he  gathers  from 
the  leading  men,  he  suspects  thfit  General  Allen  is  gone  to  solicit 
forces  from  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  to  ensnare  General 
Haldimand's  troops  if  possible.  Colonel  Robinson  and  Colonel 
Stafford  both  declared  to  Dr.  Fay  that  they  did  not  approve  of  the 
correspondence  between  Vermont  and  Canada,  and  they  would 
sacrifice  themselves  and  all  the  forces  they  could  raise  rather  than 
come  to  any  settlement  separate  from  the  other  states.  Captain 
Lyon  (one  of  the  Council)  told  *  *  *  *  that  Governor  Chitten- 
den would  settle  with  Britain  if  the  present  leading  men  in  Ver- 
mont were  allowed  to  continue  such  under  Britain,  their  old  and 
new  grants  confirmed — the  east  and  west  new  territories  con- 
firmed—  all  their  laws  and  acts  confirmed  and  nothing  revoked ; 
tliat  the  Tories'  Farms  must  (he  supposed)  be  given  up  to  them  ; 
but  Vermont  would  not  make  good  any  other  damage  to  them. 
The  Governor  said  those  w^ere  the  only  terms  Vermont  would 
agree  to,  and  if  General  Haldimand  would  not  agree  to  them,  it 
was  the  business  of  Vermont  to  spin  out  this  summer  in  truces, 
and  in  the  mean  time  fill  their  magazines  as  fast  as  possible  with 
arms,  ammunition  and  provision,  by  which,  with  the  continual 
increase  of  the  inhal)itants,  he  hoped  to  be  able  next  summer 
to  defend  Vermont  a|l»nst  invasion  from  Canada.  Mr.  *  *  ♦  * 
says  a  flag  from  Vermont  will  set  off  about  the  17th  of  July  for 
Canada. 

H. — Beport  of  the  party  sent  hy  the  \^BritlHh'\  Coinmhsioners  to 
learn  the  report  of  the  rebel  fiag. 

[June.]  A.  and  B.  say  that  as  soon  as  Colonel  Allen  returned, 
a  select  body  of  the  Council  was  convened  at  Arlington,  consist- 
ing of  twelve  men  ;  they  sat  three  days,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  General  Allen  was  dispatched  to  Connecticut  and  Massa- 
chusetts. Colonel  Allen's  report  to  the  Council  was  kept  so  pro- 
found a  secret  that  no  man  of  the  king's  friends  nor  of  the  rel>els 
of  high  or  low  degree  could  come  to  the  knowledge  of  a  syllable 
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of  it  from  the  CouQcil,  except  a  few  words  dropped  from  Captain 
Lyon  to  the  following  purport,  viz  :  Vermont  would  never  make 
up  the  tories'  losses,  and  if  they  could  not  settle  with  Greneral 
Haldimand  pretty  much  on  their  own  terms,  they  would  baffle  him 
with  flags  and  prolong  the  time  till  they  were  better  able  to  op- 
pose him.  The  people  in  general  on  Ae  west  side  of  the  moun- 
tain are  very  jealous  of  the  Aliens,  Pays  and  Chittendens ;  the 
rebels  (wha  are  the  bulk  of  the  people)  suspect  they  are  about  to 
sell  them,  and  these  seem  determined  to  sacrifice  everything, 
rather  than  submit  to  any  terms  with  Great  Britain,  short  of  in- 
dependence, and  the  tory  party  suspect  that  the  above  leading  gen- 
tlemen are  endeavoring  to  lead  the  British  troops  into  a  snare, 
and  then  betray  them  to  the  Rebel  troops.  It  is  reported  in  that 
country  that  another  flag  will  be  sent  from  Vermont  about  the 
middle  of  July. 

Indorsed :  "  Copy  (No.  15.)  Report  of  a  party  sent  by  the  Com- 
missioners to  learn  the  reports  of  the  Rebel  flag." 

H.  —  Presideftit  Weare^  of  New  -Hampshire^  to  the  Delegates  of 
that  State  in  Congress.^ 

(Copy.)  Exeter,  June  20th,  1781. 

Gentlemen:  —  Enclosed  you  have  copies  of  three  petitions  from 
difierent  towns  in  the  county  of  Cheshire,  by  which  you  will  see 
the  embarrassed  situation  we  are  in,  occasioned  by  the  dispute 
relative  to  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  not  being  settled. 

New  Hampshire  flattered  herself  that  dispute  would  have  been 
long  since  adjusted  by  Congress,  and  have  been  at  great  expense 
in  sending  agents  to  Philadelphia  for  that  purpose.  The  amazing 
unexpect^  delay  therein  has  been  attended  with  the  greatest  mis- 
chief to  the  United  States  in  general,  and  to  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  in  particular.  It  has  given  an  opportunity  to  many 
disaffected  persons,  who  are  the  principal  leaders  in  the  disturb- 
ances, to  do  much  injury,  and  who,  it  is  said,  and  not  without 
foundation,  have  entered  into  a  negociation  with  the  enemy.  In 
short.  New  EFkmpshire  is  brought  into  such  a  dilemma,  and  the 
Government  thrown  into  such  confusion  by  this  delay  in  Congress, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  her  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  Con- 
gress, to  any  great  degree,  while  this  dispute  remains  unsettled ; 
and  it  is  in  vain  for  them  to  expect  it  of- her,  as  no  supplies  of 
men,  money  or  provision  can  be  collected  at  present  from  more 
than  §rds  even  of  that  part  of  the  state  which  lies  east  of  Con- 
necticut River,  and  unless  Congress  brings  matters  to  an  immedi- 


*  Sent  by  Ira  Allen  to  Haldimand  in  September. 
18 
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ate  issue,  we  cannot  tell  how  far  the  contagion  may  run,  but  very 
much  fear  that  the  state  will  be  very  soon  ruined,  in  a  great 
measure,  and  not  able  to  contribute  farther  towards  the  war. 
Therefore  you  are  directed  to  lay  this  dispatch  before  Congress  as 
soon  as  may  be,  and  earnestly  request  that  they  would  immediately 
take  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  make  a  final  decision 
thereon  without  any  further  delay,  as  it  is  of  much  greater  conse- 
quence than  can  be  described. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  M.  Weabe. 

By  order  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Hon.  SavfCl  Liverpwre^  and  John  Sullivan^  Esquires, 

Secretary's  Office^  August  21,  1781. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  filed  in  this  oflSce. 
Geo.  Bond,  Dep'y  Sec'y  of  Congress. 

In  General  Assembly  :  June  22.  A  report,  agreed  to  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  having  been  accepted  by  the  house,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  an  annunciation  be  made  to  adjacent  states  of  the  late  ex- 
tension of  the  boundaries  of  this  state  ;  and  that  three  delegates 
be  appointed  to  repair  to  congress,  with  full  power  to  propose  to 
and  receive  from  that  body  terms  for  an  union  of  Vermont  with 
the  United  States,  to  give  whatever  information  may  be  desired, 
and  to  take  seats  therein  when  terms  of  union  shall  be  agreed  to — 
two  candidates  to  be  nominated  by  the  members  within  the  ancient 
limits  of  the  state,  and  two  by  the  members  from  each  newly  added 
territory :  it  was 

Resolved^  that  this  house  will  proceed,  agreeably  to  the  afore- 
said report,  to  choose  delegates  to  wait  on  congress,  &c. 

Ordered^  that  the  members  of  the  districts  proceed  immediately 
to  bring  in  their  nomination  agreeable  to  said  report ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing nomination  was  returned  by  them,  viz  : 

Middle  District,,  ,    .  \  i^^'^^J^^'r.      . 

'  I  Ira  Allen,  Esquires. 

HastemDhtrict. Bezaleel  Woodward, 

'  (  Elisha  Payne,  Esquires. 

Western  District,. ...  I  j^^Tii^^^V      • 

'         (  Ira  Allen,  Esquires. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  the  Hon.  Jonas  Fay  and  Ira  Allen, 
Esquires,  and  Bezaleel  Woodward,  Esquire,  were  elected  dele- 
gates aforesaid.' 

^Assembly  Journal  1778-1784,  278,  282. 
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JuDe  25,  Gen.  Washington  wrote  to  Gen.  James  Clinton  that  the 
continental  troops  would  be  withdrawn  from  the  northward  as  soon 
as  a  suitable  number  of  militia  should  be  sent  to  relieve  them ;  and 
on  the  same  day  he  appointed  Gen.  Stark  to  the  command  on  the 
northern  frontier,  from  his  "  knowledge  of,  and  influence  amongst, 
the  inhabitants  of  that  country."'.    He  added  : 

I  rely  upon  it  you  will  use  your  utmost  exertions  to  draw  forth 
the  force  of  the  country  from  the  Green  Mountains  and  all  the 
contiguous  territory.  And  I  doubt  not  yqur  requisitions  will  be 
attended  with  success,  as  your  personal  influence  must  be  unlim- 
ited among  those  people,  at  whose  head  you  have  formerly  fought 
and  conquered  with  so  much  reputation  and  glory.* 

In  Council  :  June  29.  Resolved,  That  warrants  be  issued 
and  directed  to  the  respective  sheriflFs  in  this  State,  to  collect  the 
British  prisoners  which  may  be  found  within  the  limits  of  this 
State,  and  cause  them  to  be  safely  conveyed  to  head-quarters  at 
Castleton,  by  the  10th  day  of  July  next. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Fay,  esquire,  be  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pohited  commissary-general  of  prisoners  for  this  State,  and  that 
his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  make  out  a  commis- 
sion for  that  purpose. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  council  that  there  is 
not  a  supply  of  provisions  in  store  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of 
this  State  ;  and  whereas  it  is  found  impracticable  to  prepare  the 
same : 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  the  secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  issue  his  warrants  in  behalf  of  the  governor  and  council 
to  the  commissary-general  to  seize  such  quantities  of  provisions  as 
necessity  may  require  for  the  support  of  the  troops  of  this  state, 
and  from  such  persons  only  as  have  more  than  their  families  use, 
for  which  a  reasonable  price  must  be  given.^ 

June  13-29.  Among  the  acts  of  the  Jane  session  of  the  gener- 
al assembly  were  the  following,  touching  the  political  and  military 
affairs  of  Vermont  : 


^  Life  and  Writings,  Yol.  viii,  82. 

'  A  note  to  this  letter  In  Memoir  of  Stark,  212,  states  that  an  expedition 
against  Cornwallis  was  then  in  secret  contemplation,  and  that  the  with- 
drawal of  the  continental  troops  from  the  north  was  for  that  purpose. 
It  cannot  be,  therefore,  that  Washington  had  any  doubt  about  the  aid  of 
Vermont,  either  to  keep  Haldimand  idle,  or  to  resist  him  if  he  should 
make  an  incursion.— See  Letter  of  Washbigton  to  Stark,  Aug.  16, 17Sl,post 

'Council  Journal^  XlSl  to  1784,  20. 
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An  act  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  Western  Territory,  lately 
taken  into  union  with  this  state,  into  townships,  and  for  annexing 
it  to  the  counties  of  Bennington  and  Rutland. 

An  act  directing  the  holding  town  meetings  in  the  Western  Ter- 
ritory lately  taken  into  union  with  this  state,  and  directing  the 
listers  in  said  territory  in  their  oflSce  and  duty. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  transportation  of  provisions  out  of  this 
state.  I  Otherwise,  the  preamble  stated,  it  would  be  diflBcult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  provide  for  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  state, 
and  likewise  the  inhabitants  would  be  put  to  great  diflSculty,  Ac] 

An  act  to  empower  the  Heads  of  Classes  in  the  Western  District 
to  tax  the  members  of  said  class.  [This  continued  the  New  York 
system  of  taxation  in  that  district  for  the  time  being.] 

An  act  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  the  depreciation  of  the 
continental  money  to  colonel  Warner's  regiment,  and  captain 
Lee's  company. 

An  act  for  detecting  and  discouraging  desertion. 

An  act  to  suspend  prosecutions  against  Isaac  Tichenor,  esq., 
late  commissary  of  purchases  for  public  purposes — [for  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  the  purpose  being  to  suspend 
the  collections  of  notes  given  by  him  and  his  agents  for  such  pur- 
chases, imtil  the  rising  of  the  next  general  assembly,  unless  the 
said  Tichenor  shall  have  received  public  money  to  the  amount  due 
him  for  the  purchases.] 

It  is  a  fact  worth  noting  that,  in  1781  as  in  the  war  of  1861- 
1866,  Vermont  encouraged  the  enlistment  of  men  into  the  service 
by  offering  extra  pay.  The  house  journal  of  June  28,  p.  291, 
contains  this  : 

Jiesolvedy  That  the  treasurer  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  pay 
to  Capt.  Parmerlee  Allen  four  pounds  lawful  money  advanced  pay 
for  two  months  wages  for  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  sol- 
dier he  shall  enlist  and  have  mustered  in  his  company  raising  for 
the  defense  of  the  frontiers  of  this  state  ;  and  that  the  said  cap- 
tain Allen  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  same  to  the  said 
officers  and  soldiers  respectively,  and  the  said  officers  and  soldiers 
be  made  accountable  for  the  said  two  months  pay. 

H. — Lord  Q-eorge  Grermaine  to  Gen.  Haldimand. 

1781  ^^"  ^^'     ^^^  Minister  says — If  we  succeed  at  the 

July  7.    southward,  I  shall  not  be  afraid  of  a  failure  in  our  ne- 

gociation  with  the  people  of  Vermont,  for  Washington 

must  in  that  case  make  still  further  detachments  from  his  army  on 
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the  Hudson's  River,  if  not  carry  away  the  greatest  part  of  it,  and 
as  General  Haldimand  will  have  a  body  of  troops  to  throw  in 
among  them,  their  apprehension  of  the  resentment  of  the  Con- 
gress must  be  removed,  and  they  will  see  it  to  be  their  wisest  and 
safest  course  to  declare  for  His  Majesty,  for  I  confess  that  I  rely 
more  upon  their  finding  it  to  be  for  their  interest  than  upon  their 
loyalty,  for  their  taking  part  with  us. 

Qen.  WoHhington  to  Gen.  James  Clinton, — [Extract  ] 

July  9.  T  can  give  no  countenance  to  any  cartel  which  may 
have  been  settled  between  the  people  of  Vermont  and  the  gover- 
nor of  Canada,  and  so  I  lately  informed  Mr.  Chittenden'  by  an 
oflBcer  sent  down  by  him  to  me.^  I  wish  there  may  not  be  other 
business  transacted  under  the  cover  of  a  flag  from  Vermont  to 
Canada  besides  the  exchange  of  prisoners. ^ 

H. — CommisHion  to  Delegates  s§nt  to  Congress  by  Vermont, 

July  10.     (Copy.) 

By  His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden,  Esq'r    Cap- 
'^    tain-General  and   Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the 
State  of  Vermont. 

To  the  Honorable  Jonas  Fay  and  Ira  Allen,  Esq'rs,  and  to 
Bezaleel  Woodward,  Esq.,  Greeting. 

Agreeable  to  a  resolutioo  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State  passed  at  their  session  in  June  last,  appointing  you  dele- 
gates in  behalf  of  this  state  to  repair  to  the  American  Congress 
with  full  powers  to  propose  to  and  receive  from  them  terms  for  an 
union  of  this  State  with  the  United  States,  and  to  transact  any 
other  matters  at  Congress  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  welfare 
of  this  State,  such  terms  of  union  or  other  treaty  agreed  on  to  be 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  previ- 
ous to  their  establishment ;  and  you  are  to  take  seats  in  Congress 
as  delegates  in  behalf  of  this  State  when  terms  of  union  shall  be 
agreed  on  and  ratified  as  aforementioned. 

Th^se  are  therefore  to  authorize  and  empower  you,  the  said 
Jonas  Fay,  Ira  Allen  and  Bezaleel  Woodward,  Esquires,  or  either 
two  of  you,  to  attend  on  the  Honorable  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  America  as  soon  as  may  be,  then  and  there  to  do  and 
transact  the  business  of  your  appointment. 


^  As  Vermont  was  not  recognized  as  a  State  by  Congress,  Washington 
never  addressed  Chittenden  by  his  title  as  governor. 
'Capt.  Brownson. 
'  Wckshirujtons  Letters^  in  State  Dept. 
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Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  State,  in  the  Council 
Chamber  at  Bennington,  this  10th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1781,  and 
in  the  fifth  year  of  the  Independence  of  this  State. 

(Signed)  Thomas  Chittendbn. 

By  His  Excellency's  command. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Fay,  Secretary. 

H. — Ira  Allen  to  General  Haldimand. 

(Copy.)  State  of  Vermont,  Sunderland, 

July  10th,  1781. 
Sir : — This  state  has  become  the  topic  of  discourse  through  the 
United  States.  Various  are  the  conjectures  and  prognostications 
of  the  populace  abroad.  I  have  authentic  accounts  from  Con- 
gress, that  they  spent  several  days  last  spring  on  the  question  of 
Vermont;  that  it  was  the  sense  of  Congress  (after  lengthy  de- 
bates) to  make  no  determination  respecting  it  this  campaign,  or 
to  the  end  of  the  war.  The  Legislature  of  this  state  convened  at 
Bennington  in  June  last.  By  emissaries  from  the  other  states,  or 
otherwise,  the  very  great  whigs  in  this  state  were  much  alarmed 
on  account  of  neutrality,  &c.  When  it  was  found  on  a  [>olitical 
scrutiny,  that  there  were  a  majority  of  that  denomination,  the 
Legislature,  who  together  with  the  influence  of  some  others  that 
attended,  crowded  for  an  enquiry  to  know  from  whence  the 
reports  of  neutrality,  &c.,  originated,  requesting  that  all  papers 
that  had  passed  to  and  from  the  province  of  Quebec,  might  be 
laid  before  the  House,  when  the  Governor,  Council  and  Assembly 
resolved  themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  for  the  afore- 
said enquiry,  and  to  determine  on  the  expediency  of  sending 
agents  to  Congress.  When  I  was  called  on  for  information,  I 
affected  a  willingness  to  give  them  every  information  in  my  power, 
observing,  that  on  my  arrival  from  the  Isle  au  Noix  I  exhibited 
my  papers,  &c.,  to  the  Governor  and  those  of  the  Council  that 
were  there  present,  who  appeared  well  satisfied  with  my  proceed- 
ings ;  that  not  knowing  that  the  Assembly  would  wish  to  see  the 
papers,  I  had  left  them  at  home  ;  that  I  was  willing  to  give  them 
a  verbal  account,  or  go  and  feteh  the  papers,  as  they  might  choose. 
When  the  committee  adjourned,  1  went  and  fetched  the  papers, 
when  the  letters  that  had  passed  between  Generals  Haldimand 
and  Chittenden,  General  Allen  and  Major  Carlton,  Major  Dundas 
and  myself  were  read,  and  I  made  a  speech  to  the  audience  in 
such  a  manner  as  gave  satisfaction  to  the  spies  from  the  neighbor- 
ing states  and  the  great  whigs  in  this  state,  that  there  was  no 
truce  or  neutrality  intended  by  this  state,  yet  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernor was  willing  to  grant  Vermont  charter  privileges  for  a  col- 
ony, if  they  would  accept  them ;  then  it  was  agreed  that  three 
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agents  should  be  appointed  to  attend  on  Congress  with  full  power 
to  make  and  receive  proposals  for  articles  of  Union  between  the 
United  States  and  Veimont,  and  to  take  seats  in  Congress  ;  when 
Jonas  Fay,  Ira  Allen  and  Beza.  Woodward,  Esqrs,  were  elected, 
(it  is  to  be  observed  that  they  are  not  all  on  one  footing.)  It  is  ex- 
pected that  said  agents  will  make  offers  to  Congress  that  will  not 
be  accepted,  by  which  means  those  in  favor  of  government  will  be 
able  to  evince  to  the  people  of  this  state  that  Congress  means 
nothing  more  than  to  keep  this  state  in  suspense  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  and  then  divide  the  territory  amongst  the  claiming  states 
(which  is  doubtless  the  intention  of  many).  This,  together  with 
such  other  matters  as  may  be  safely  intrusted,  will  be  in  agitation 
before  the  next  election. 

These  matters  are  ripening  as  fast  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
permit.  It  is  exceedingly  diflScult  and  somewhat  dangerous  at- 
tempting to  change  the  opinion  of  large  and  popular  Bodies,  nor  can 
any  possible  advantage  arise  by  any  of  those  in  power  to  publish 
their  sentiments  in  that  respect  until  the  proper  crisis  shall  arrive, 
for  this  is  a  popular  government  and  her  oflScers  annually  elected  by 
the  suffrages  of  the  people ;  therefore  carrying  these  matters  in 
some  measure  under  the  Rose  until  the  next  election,  when  in  all 
human  probability  a  large  majority  of  the  then  oflScers  of  the  gov- 
ernment will  be  well  disposed,  and  then  by  the  advantage  of 
another  denial  from  Congress  and  having  the  reins  of  government 
in  their  hands  for  one  year,  they  will  make  a  revolution  so  long 
wished  for  by  many. 

A  very  considerable  part  of  the  citizens  of  this  state  are  emi- 
grants from  Connecticut,  and  would  choose  charter  privileges  sim- 
ilar to  that  government,  and  would  expect  to  remain  a  reasonable 
time  in  a  state  of  neutrality.  However,  I  hope  that  there  will  be 
no  difiBculty  on  those  accounts.  General  Allen  has  resigned  and 
taken  to  his  old  studies,  philosophy.  General  Bellows  declined 
serving.  Colonels  Stafford'  and  Fletcher  are  elected  in  their 
steads.  General  Enos  commands  this  state's  troops  in  service. 
These  three  generals  are  acquainted  with  my  proceedings  at  the 
Isle  aux  Noix,  &c.  The  result  of  whatever  may  take  place  at 
Congress  shall  transmit  to  you.  The  agents  are  to  set  out  on 
the  first  of  August  and  will  probably  return  the  fore  part  of  Sep- 
tember. Request  that  the  signal  agreed  on  by  Captain  ....  and 
myself  be  continued,  as  that  may  be  the  best  way  of  conveyance. 
I  am  with  sentiments  of  esteem,  <&c. 

Ira  Allen. 

To  His  Excellency^  General  Haldimand. 


'  Safford ;  repeatedly  written  StaflTord  in  the  Haldimand  Papers. 
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Indorsed,  "  Copy  (No.  18)  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Ira  Allen 
to  His  Excellency  General  Haldimand,  dated  Sunderland,  10th 
July,  1781.         B." 

Certificate  for  the  Protection  of  Colonel  Ira  Allen,' 

Whereas  this  state  is  not  in  union  witli  the  United  States,  al- 
though often  requested,  etc.  This  the  British  power  are  acquaint- 
ed with  and  are  endeavoring  to  take  advantage  of  these  disputes 
thereby  to  court  a  connexion  with  this  state  on  the  principle  of 
establishing  it  a  British  province.  From  various  accounts  we  are 
well  assured  that  the  British  have  a  force  in  Canada  larger  than 
this  state  can  at  present  raise  and  support  in  the  field,  and  this 
state  have  no  assurance  of  any  assistance  from  any  or  either  of  the 
United  States  however  hard  the  British  forces  may  crowd  on  this 
state  from  the  province  of  Quebec  by  the  advantage  of  the  waters 
of  lake  Champlain,  etc.  Although  several  expresses  have  been 
sent  by  the  governor  of  this  state  to  several  of  the  respective  gov- 
ernors of  the  United  States  with  the  most  urgent  requests  to  know 
whether  any  assistance  would  be  afforded  in  such  case,  yet  no  oflfi- 
cial  answer  has  been  made  to  either  of  them. 

Wherefore  we  the  subscribers  do  fully  approbate  Col.  Ira  Al- 
len sending  a  letter  dated  Sunderland,  July  10, 1781 ,  and  directed 
to  Gen.  Haldimand,  and  another  letter  to  Capt  Justice  Sherwood, 
purporting  an  intention  of  this  state's  becoming  a  British  province, 
etc.  This  we  consider  a  political  proceeding  to  prevent  the  Brit- 
ish forces  from  invading  this  state,  and  being  a  necessary  step  to 
preserve  this  state  from  ruin,  when  we  have  too  much  reason  to 
apprehend  that  this  has  been  the  wishes  of  some  of  our  assuming 
neighbors,  in  the  mean  time  to  strengthen  the  state  against  any  in- 
sult until  this  state  receives  better  treatment  from  the  United 
States  or  obtain  a  seat  in  Congress. 

Thomas  Chittenden,    Jonas  Pay, 
John  Passett,  Samuel  Robinson, 

Timothy  Brownson,      Joseph  Fay. 

Immediately  succeeding  this  document  in  the  Stevens  Papers 
was  "  Thomas  Chittenden's  commission  to  Allen  and  Fay  to  treat 
with  the  British."^  Originally,  26  April  1781,  Ira  Allen  and  Is- 
aac  Clark  had  been  appointed  commissioners,  and  it  is  probable 
that  by  this  commission  Fay  was  appointed  in  place  of  Clark.  He 
had  been  appointed  commissary-general  of  prisoners  on  the  29th 
of  the  preceding  month.     That  Allen  and  Pay  were  not  authorized 

'  Early  History^  366.    *  Index  to  Stevens  Papers,  26. 
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by  this  commission  to  close  with  Haldimand's  proposals  appears 
from  the  report  of  the  British  commissioners,  9th  of  August  fol- 
lowing, that  Fay  had  "  no  tvritten  instructiona  on  the  mbjecty 

Gen.  Stark  to  Gen.   Washington. — [Extract.]' 

Derrypield,  15  July,  1781. 
Dear  Sir : — I  now  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  which  was  delivered  a  few  days  ago.  I  shall  set  out 
for  Saratoga  the  beginning  of  next  week,  and  on  my  passage 
shall  hold  a  treaty  with  the  Green  Mountain  Boys.  But  not  hav- 
ing seen,  or  been  acquainted  with  those  turbulent  sons  of  freedom, 
for  several  years,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  my  reception ;  but 
hope  it  will  be  such  as  will  tend  to  the  general  good.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  give  a  more  particular  account  on  my  arrival  at  Sara- 
toga. 

July  18.  Gov.  Chittenden  announced  "  the  West  Union"  by  a 
formal  proclamation. 

H.  —  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  General  Haldimand. 

(Copy.)  New  York,  July  23d,  1781. 

Sir : — On  the  21st  instant,  I  was  honored  with  your  two  letters  in 
cypher,  dated  the  6th  and  21st  ultimo.  Those  you  mention  to  have 
forwarded  by  Ensigns  Drummond  and  Prentice  have  never  reached 
me,  nor  have  I  heard  of  those  gentlemen  being  taken.  I  am 
therefore  apprehensive  that  some  worse  misfortune  may  have  be- 
fallen them. 

If  a  re-union  of  Vermont  with  the  mother  country  can  be 
eflFected,  it  must  be  productive  of  happy  consequences,  but  I  con- 
fess I  have  my  suspicion  of  those  people,  as  well  as  your  Ex- 
cellency. 

Rear  Admiral  Graves  having  ordered  a  convoy  for  Halifax  and 
Quebec,  General  Reidesel,  with  a  number  of  officers  and  men  be- 
longing to  your  army,  embrace  that  opportunity  of  going  thither, 
and  they  will  take  with  them  from  Halifax  the  victuallers  from 
Canada  that  were  obliged  to  winter  there. 

Mr.  Wier,  my  Commissary  General,  informs  mc  that  two  very 
large  victualling  transports  were  selected  at  Cork  by  Captain 
Sharpe  (the  agent  who  had  the  care  of  our  last  fleet  from  thence) 
to  replace  the  cargoes  of  four  smaller  ones  of  yours,  which  were 
made  use  of  here,  and  as  they  were  directed  to  proceed  with  the 


'  Correspondence  of  the  Eevolution,  Letters  to  Washington,  Vol.  ni,  353. 
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first  ships  for  Quebec,  I  hope  they  will  have  reached  you  before 
this,  and  have  relieved  you  from  the  distress  which  you  was  afraid 
you  would  experience  for  want  of  your  usual  supply  reaching  you 
in  time. 

I  have  not  received  the  least  information  from  home  relative  to 
the  intentions  of  government  with  respect  to  your  province,  but 
the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter,  which  I  received  lately  from  the 
Minister,  will  show  you  what  those  of  the  Court  of  France  are  in 
regard  to  Canada. 

By  the  next  opportunity  I  shall  send  your  Excellency  such  in- 
formation as  I  can  procure  from  General  Arnold  upon  the  subject 
you  mention  in  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo ;  in  the  mean  time,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  General  Reidesel  for  information  respect- 
ing the  state  of  affairs  here,  and  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

H.  Clinton. 

His  Excellency^  General  Haldimand. 

P.  S.  —  As  His  Excelledcy's  Lieut.  General  Knyphausen  is 
very  anxious  to  have  that  part  of  his  regiment  which  went  to 
Canada  returned  here,  if  your  Excellency  will  be  so  good  to  send 
them  back,  I  will  take  care  to  replace  them  by  an  equal  number 
as  early  as  possible. 

Indorsed:  '*  Copy.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  K.  B.  to  General  Hal- 
dimand, July  23rd,  1781.     E.  No.  29." 

H.  —  Lord  George  Germaine  to  General  Haldimand. 

(Copy.    No.  33.)  Whitehall,  [London,] 

Duplicate.  26th  July,  1781. 

Sir: — The  victuallers  which  have  on  board  the  latter  part  of 
the  supply  of  provisions  intended  to  be  sent  to  Canada  this  year 
being  now  ready  at  Cork,  the  Cerberus  Frigate  has  received  orders 
to  proceed  thither  without  waiting  for  any  trading  ships,  and  take 
them  under  her  convoy.  She  will  also  call  off  Plymouth  for  the 
Lady  Townsend  ordnance  store  ship,  which  sailed  with  the  last 
fleet,  but  having  sprung  a  leak  was  obliged  to  put  back  and  is  now 
refitted.  I  therefore  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  acquaint 
you  that  your  dispatches  numbered  from  83  to  88,  have  been  re- 
ceived and  laid  before  the  King. 

The  caution  you  used  in  these  dispatches  was  certainly  very 
proper,  as  the  conveyance  was  so  hazardous,  and  I  am  happy  to 
find  by  them  that  the  province  had  remained  undisturbed  by  the 
rebels  throughout  the  winter,  and  that  you  had  found  means  to 
subsist  the  troops  without  subjecting  the  public  to  the  exactions 
of  interest^ed  individuals,  notwithstanding  the  disappointment  of 
the  victuallers  which  were  taken  or  lost  their  passage. 
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A  very  short  time  after  your  letters  were  dated  you  would  re- 
ceive most  ample  supplies  of  every  species,  for  I  had  the  pleasure 
to  learn  by  letters  from  Admiral  Edwards  that  he  had  collected 
the  whole  of  the  outward-bound  ships  at  St.  Johns,  and  proposed 
escorting  them  with  part  of  his  squadron  into  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, where  I  have  no  doubt  they  all  arrived  in  safety. 

All  the  intelligence  we  had  received  of  the  designs  of  the  ene- 
my leave  Canada  out  of  their  plan  and  therefore  as  you  will  have 
nothing  to  apprehend  for  the  safety  of  the  province,  I  trust  you 
will  appear  in  considerable  force  upon  the  frontier  which  will  be  the 
surest  means  to  give  efficacy  to  the  negotiations  with  the  Vermont 
people.  Nothing  indeed  should  be  omitted  to  attach  them  to  His 
Majesty  and  I  can  assure  you  that  no  expense  that  shall  be  found 
necessary  for  that  purpose  will  be  grudged.  I  am  sorry  that  you 
should  have  cause  to  doubt  their  sincerity  but  I  flatter  myself  that 
when  they  see  a  body  of  troops  sufficient  to  protect  them  near  at 
hand  they  will  readily  yield  to  the  force  of  the  weighty  arguments 
you  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  urge.  The  private  accounts 
which  I  have  seen  give  me  reason  to  understand  that  the  New 
England  Provinces  had  relinquished  their  claims  to  the  whole  of 
Vermont  and  that  New  York  had  allowed  it  to  extend  to  the  old 
boundary  line  of  Connecticut  which  was  20  miles  from  the  Con- 
necticut River  and  that  upon  this  ground  Congress  were  willing 
to  acknowledge  Vermont  so  described  a  separate  state. 

The  leaders  in  Vermont  had  however  enlarged  their  demands 
upon  this  acquiescence  in  order  as  these  accounts  insinuate  to  pre- 
vent an  accommodation  with  the  Congress  and  insisted  that  their 
western  boundary  should  extend  to  the  Hudson's  River  and  as 
low  down  as  the  mouth  of  the  Mohawk,  which  has  provoked  New 
York  and  the  treaty  is  broke  off  accordingly.  If  this  information 
be  well  founded  it  affords  good  reason  to  believe  the  leaders  really 
mean  to  close  with  you  at  a  proper  time,  and  I  should  make  no 
diflBculty  of  recommending  to  His  Majesty  the  extending  of  the 
boundary  to  the  Hudson's  River  as  it  perfectly  corresponds  with 
my  views  of  cutting  off  the  communication  between  the  eastern 
provinces  and  Canada  by  the  interposition  of  the  new  province 
l»etween  them  and  the  diminution  of  the  former  by  its  being 
wholly  taken  out  of  them. 

The  minister  having  desired  me  to  send  you  such  extracts  from 
his  dispatch  No.  38,  (a  duplicate  of  which  I  received  by  the  last 
packet)  the  foregoing  is  all  that  appears  necessary.' 

New  York,  Dec.  16th. 

I  refer  to  General  Robertson's  letter  for  news. 

General  Haldimand, 


*  This  dispatch  seems  to  have  been  sent  to  Clinton  for  Haldimand. 
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Indorsed,  "  Copy  of  extract  of  Lord  George  Gerraaine's  letter 
to  Governor  Haldimand  sent  overland  by  Nathaniel  Wales,  the 
16th  of  December  1781 ;"  also  sent  a  duplicate  and  triplicate 
overland. 

Ezra  r Hommedieu  (in  Con(jrei<»)  to  Gov,  Clinton. — [Extract.]' 

July  31.  Some  intercepted  letters  from  Lord  George  Germaine 
on  this  subject  [Vermont]  and  the  solicitations  of  New  ilampshire, 
it  is  said,  induced  them  [congress]  to  take  up  this  business  with- 
out a  representation  from  New  York.  The  plan  is,  which  is  ^  re- 
port of  a  committee,  to  recommend  it  to  New  York  and  New- 
Hampshire  to  relinquish  their  jurisdiction,  or  to  consult  on  the 
propriety  of  doing  it,  to  the  state  of  Vermont,  according  to  her 
former  claims  —  the  Massachusetts  having  already  passed  a  law 
for  that  purpose,  provided  the  other  states  Would  do  the  same. 
This  report  being  the  order  of  the  day  was  recommitted.  This 
plan  probably  might  in  some  degree  exculpate  congress  from 
blame,  and  they  might  refer  the  suflferers  to  the  state,  who  had 
voluntarily  relinquished  their  jurisdiction,  for  compensation  for 
their  lands.  'Tis  said  a  person  from  our  state  [New  York]  lately 
informed  some  members  of  congress  tliat  a  majority  of  the  assem- 
bly and  a  greater  part  of  the  senate  were  in  favor  of  granting  their 
independence.     Probably  this  might  have  some  eflect. 

H. — Extracts  of  letters  from  Agents  for  negociating  with  the  peo- 
ple of   Vermont. 

^.g^  2d  August,  '81.      We  have  very  cautiously  perused 

Aug.  '2^18.  Allen's  letter  and  compared  it  with  the  general  intelli- 
gence and  with  his  conduct  at  the  Isle  au  Noix.  We 
find  ourselves  perplexed  and  much  at  a  loss  what  to  think  of  him. 
If  he  is  sincere  and  his  declaration  to  the  General  be  truth,  he  is 
the  only  proper  person  to  be  sent  to  Congress  to  make  proposals, 
which,  if  sincere,  he  will  not  fail  to  do  in  terms  he  is  sure  will 
meet  with  such  a  denial  as  will  alienate  the  minds  of  the  Vermont 
populace  from  that  rebellious  Assembly  and  incline  them  to  place 
confidence  in  their  leaders,  and  look  to  General  Haldimand  for  pro- 
tection. On  the  other  hand  the  apparent  studied  style  of  Allen's 
letter  does  not  appear  to  us  like  the  undisguised  sentiments  of  an 
honest  heart. 

9th.  We  have  been  busily  employed  with  Major  Fay.  We  are 
sorry  to  find  him  as  unprepared  as  Colonel  Allen  was  to  close 
with  the  profiered  terms.  He  has  no  written  instructions  on  this 
subject  owing  (he  says)  to  their  not  being  able  in  the  last  Asseni- 

»  Cli/nton  Papers,  No.  3862. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Intervieiv  between  Joseph  Fay  and  British  Agents.         149 

bly  to  procure  a  majority,  although  they  came  within  two  or  three 
of  it,  and  he  is  confident  they  will  have  a  great  majority  in  the 
next  Assembly.  He  appears  candid,  sincere  and  open,  and  de- 
clares the  Governor,  Council  and  leading  men  are  bringing  al)Out 
the  revolution  as  fast  as  time  and  circumstances  will  permit ;  that 
nothing  has  been  omitted  that  could  be  done  with  safety  by  the 
Governor,  Council  and  well  wishers  to  Government,  who  have 
entered  into  a  written  combination  which  they  cause  every  one  to 
sign  that  is  let  into  the  secret.  This  combination,  with  the  doings 
of  the  last  Assembly,  the  agents'  instructions  to  Congress  and  any 
other  papers  or  doings  respecting  this  affair  which  His  Excellency 
desires  to  see.  Major  Fay  engages  to  forward  by  the  first  safe  op- 
portunity. In  short,  the  Major  expresses  tlie  greatest  anxiety  to 
remove  every  reason  for  suspicion.  He  laments  that  he  could  not 
be  authorized  by  the  voice  of  the  people  to  close  with  the  Gene- 
ral's terms  at  this  time.  He  avers  that  Colonel  Allen's  letter  to 
His  Excellency  contains  the  true  sentiments  of  the  Governor  and 
Council. 

10th  August.  We  have  not  spared  pains,  the  short  time  Mr. 
Fay  has  been  with  us,  to  endeavour  to  find  him  out.  He  professes 
so  much  honesty,  accompanied  with  so  many  gestures  of  sincerity, 
that  he  seems  to  overact  his  part.  He  certainly  is  perfectly  hon- 
est, or  a  i^erfect  Jesuit,  we  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  and  be- 
lieve the  latter ;  however,  it  appears  plain  that  he  wishes  to 
continue  the  negotiation  till  next  November,  for  what  reason  is 
uncertain.  He  declares  solemnly  that  they  will  be  then  able  to  join 
us,  &c.  Allen  declared  the  same  would  happen  in  July  ;  to  us  it 
appears  they  wish  to  liave  two  strings  to  their  bow,  that  they  may 
choose  the  strongest,  which  they  cannot  determine  till  Mr.  Wash- 
ington's success  in  the  present  campaign  shall  be  known.  We  do 
not  think  Vermont  expects  by  procrastinating  to  strengthen  her- 
self as  a  state,  but  we  believe  sincerely  they  design  to  secure  to 
themselves  this  campaign  from  invasion  of  King  or  Congress,  by 
spinning  out  the  summer  and  autumn  in  truces,  cartels  and  nego- 
ciations,  by  the  expiration  of  which  they  expect  to  hear  the  result 
of  the  negociation  at  Vienna,  and  other  matters  by  which  they 
may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  strongest  side,  the  only  motive 
(we  l>elieve)  by  which  they  are  influenced. 

Major  Fay's  private  letter  to  the  General  is  perfectly  of  a  piece 
with  his  conversation.  Should  His  Excellency  have  a  better  opin- 
ion of  Vermont  from  Fay's  letters  than  we  have  from  his  conver- 
sation, we  shall  be  happy  in  having  made  a  mistake  on  the  right 
side,  for  our  fears  at  present  are  that  we  shall  be  too  much  inclined 
by  our  anxious  wishes  for  Vermont  to  believe  what  is  said  in  favor 
of  her  reformation. 
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loth  August.  If  the  enclosed  report  is  true,  it  plainly  shows 
that  notwithstanding  the  present  negociation  and  pretended  sincer- 
ity of  the  Vermonters,  they  are  as  ready  as  they  ever  were  to  as- 
sist their  rebel  neighbors.  We  have  hinted  this  to  Major  Fay, 
but  he  positively  declares  it  is  an  untruth  and  that  Vermont  never 
will  assist  New  York  on  any  pretence  whatever.  We  have  read 
to  him  that  part  of  your  letter  mentioning  His  Excellency's  deter- 
mination steadily  to  pursue  the  candid  system  avowed  to  Colonel 
Allen  and  promised  by  him  to  be  adopted  by  the  leading  men  in 
Vermont,  to  which  he  observed,  it  was  expected  General  Haldi- 
mand would  be  somewhat  impatient,  as  he  was  not  acquainted 
with  the  difficulties  and  necessary  delays  attending  large  and  pop- 
ular bodies,  situated  as  they  are,  in  bringing  about  a  revolution, 
but  he  hoped  the  next  October  Assembly  would  clear  all  doubts. 

18th.  Ct.  B's.  report  will  be  communicated  to  you.  It  differs 
essentially  from  that  of  .  We  have  acquainted  Major 
Fay  with  as  much  of  the  intelligence  as  we  could  with  propriety, 
and  his  observations  serve  more  to  evince  his  candour  and  sincer- 
ity than  otherwise.  He  wishes  much  that  we  should  meet  him  at 
East  Bay  in  about  ten  days  after  his  return,  where  he  engages  to 
give  us  a  correct  account  of  the  reception  his  report  shall  meet 
with,  and  to  give  us  any  other  accounts  or  papers  that  may  be 
thought  necessary  to  reflect  light  on  the  negociation.  ,  We  have 
of  late  entertained  hopes  of  success,  but  that  shrewd  old  gentle- 
man Mr. ,  giving  his  opinion  as  he  has,  staggers  us  much, 

still  we  have  charity  for  the  leading  men,  but  have  too  much  rea- 
son to  fear  their  influence  is  not  sufficient  to  bring  about  the  rebel 
populace.  In  this  our  fears  are  strengthened  when  we  consider 
that  the  majority  of  those  leaders  were  men  of  low  character  and 
no  consequence  in  the  country  until  they  made  themselves  popular 
in  the  present  rebellion  by  actions  at  which  a  man  of  honor  and 
integrity  would  revolt.  Upon  the  whole  it  appears  to  us  that  in- 
terest, not  loyalty,  induces  the  leading  men  to  wish  a  union  with 
Canada ;  that  about  one  fifth  part  of  the  populace  wish  it  from  the 
same  motive,  near  another  fifth  from  principles  of  loyalty,  and  that 
the  remainder  are  mad  rebels  under  very  little,  if  any,  subjection  to 
their  nominal  leaders,  and  so  accustomed  to  domineer  over  those, 
who  from  any  motive  whatever  wish  favorably  to  the  King's  Gov- 
ernment that  the  latter  dare  not  make  known  their  wishes  in  pub- 
lic. 

Indorsed :  "  1781.  (No.  21.)  Extracts  of  letters  from  agents 
for  negociating  with  the  people  of  Vermont." 
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H.  —  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

(Copy.)  Quebec,  August  2nd,  1781. 

Sir: — The  difficulty  and  uncertainty  of  communicating  with 
your  Excellency  I  have  always  much  regretted.  It  is  peculiarly 
distressing  at  a  time  when  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  some 
serious  attempt  against  New  York  or  this  Province  is  in  agitation, 
which  early  intelligence  might  avert.  Uncertain  as  the  present 
conveyance  is,  I  eagerly  embrace  it  to  give  this  dispatch  a  chance 
of  reaching  your  Excellency.  It  goes  by  a  very  small  vessel, 
whose  insignificancy  and  fast  sailing  are  my  only  dependence.  The 
mast  which  can  happen  is  the  disappointment  I  shall  feel  should 
you  not  receive  it,  for  it  never  can  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  as 
I  shall  commit  it  to  the  care  of  an  intelligent  man,  in  whose  ap- 
proved fidelity  I  have  unbounded  confidence.  He  will  keep  it 
always  about  him,  and  if  necessary  sink  it.  I  am  particularly 
anxious  that  your  Excellency  should  receive  this  letter,  as  it  will 
fully  communicate  to  you  my  whole  transactions  with  Vermont  to 
the  present  date,  which  never  could  have  been  done  by  safer. 
Tho'  I  gave  jou  a  general  idea  by  that  means,  dated  the  6th  of 
June,  a  duplicate  of  which  I  have  here  enclosed,  and  I  have  now  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  the  proceedings  with 
the  flag  therein  mentioned  from  No.  1  to  17,  a  reference  to  which 
will  be  more  satisfactory  than  enlarging  upon  the  subject  in  this 
letter. 

I  have  perused,  with  much  attention,  your  Excellency's  letter 
upon  it  of  the  8th  of  May,  and  I  am  aware  of  the  danger  you 
suggest,  in  not  yielding  to  the  delays  they  require,  but  from  the 
best  information  I  can  procure,  concurring  with  suspicions  of  which 
I  cannot  divest  myself,  the  alternative  is  infinitely  more  to  be  ap- 
prehended. There  is  no  doubt  they  are  industriously  and  with 
success  forming  magazines  and  raising  men  ;  these  they  avow  are 
for  the  purpose  of  defending  themselves  against  whatever  power 
shall  invade  them.  They  have  likewise  acknowledged  a  preference 
for  Congress,  provided  they  are  admitted  in  alliance  as  a  14th 
state.  The  necessity  of  a  compliance  with  this  demand  is  obvious 
and  must  take  place  as  soon  as  Vermont  is  in  strength  to  assert  it, 
for  without  her  assistance  or  assent  nothing  can  be  carried  on 
against  this  province  by  that  route,  and  the  obstacle  will  equally 
afTect  us  in  acting  against  the  colonies.  If  this  contest  should 
evidently  point  to  a  favorable  termination  for  Great  Britain,  Ver- 
mont will  become  loyal,  and  ofler  assistance  we  shall  not  stand  in 
need  of;  but  if  unhappily  the  contrary,  she  will  declare  for  Con- 
gress, being  actuated  as  well  by  interest  as  a  heartfelt  attachment 
to  their  cause.     In  six  months  she  will  be  a  respectable  ally  to 
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either  side  ;  these  considerations  induced  me  to  press  that  people 
to  come  to  a  speedy  determination,  and  it  appeared  to  have  the 
desired  effect  with  Ira  Allen  when  here  ;  an  intelligent  person  was 
sent  to  wait  his  return,  that  I  might  be  informed  of  the  report  he 
made  ;  that  knowledge  could  not  be  obtained,  but  the  opinion  of 
the  friends  to  government  in  consequence  of  it  I  transmit  to  your 
Excellency,  marked  A.  This,  and  similar  reports,  give  strength 
to  my  suspicions.  The  flag  promised  by  the  20th  July  is  just  ar- 
rived and  by  it  a  letter  from  Ira  Allen  marked  B/  It  is  fraught 
with  much  sincerity,  or  much  duplicity.  The  latter  I  fear  is  the 
real  sense  of  it,  which  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  think  from  his 
not  coming  with  the  flag.  Bad  as  he  may  be,  he  could  not  stand 
the  test  of  the  discovery  this  interview  must  lead  to,  but  I  shall  not 
detain  my  letter  until  arrival  of  the  post  to  inform  your  Excellen- 
cy what  Major  Fay,  who  conducts  the  flag,  has  to  propose. 

From  your  Excellency  not  having  received  any  dispatch  by  En- 
sign Drummond,  and  an  account  lately  received  here  that  pieces 
of  a  wreck,  a  light  infantry  cap  and  uniform,  and  other  matters 
with  which  the  vessel  he  sailed  in  was  loaded,  being  found  upon 
the  Magdalen  Islands,  I  fear  that  gentleman  unfortunately  per- 
ished. As  Ensign  Prentice  of  the  84th  sailed  at  the  same  time,  by 
him  I  sent  duplicates.  We  hear  that  he  was  cast  away,  and  it  is 
probable  my  despatch  lost.  I  therefore  send  you  a  triplicate  of 
one  of  my  letters  ;  the  rest  related  to  the  situation  of  affairs  at 
that  time,  now  altered,  and  the  letters  of  no  consequence. 

Various  scouts  have  brought  a  report  from  the  colonies  that  a 
part  of  the  French  army,  on  their  way  from  Rhode  Island,  with 
some  Connecticut  troops,  were  completely  routed  by  your  Excel- 
lency on  White  Plains.  I  sincerely  hope  it  may  prove  authentic, 
as  it  will  probably  frustrate  the  design  against  New  York  cur- 
rently reported  here. 

In  regard  to  affairs  in  this  Province,  the  prospect  of  a  want  of 
provisions  is  an  alloy  to  every  pleasure  I  should  derive  from  my 
exertions  in  defense  of  the  Provinces,  or  in  projecting  measures 
to  act  offensively,  should  the  exigencies  of  the  service  demand  a 
diversion  in  your  favor,  or  any  other  movement  in  force.  I  am 
now  living  upon  a  cargo  which  fortunately  arrived  from  Cork  to 
a  merchant  here,  about  a  fortnight  ago ;  this  is  but  a  temporary 
relief;  the  season  for  westerly  winds  is  set  in,  and  we  have  not 
heard  a  word  of  our  expected  fleets.  There  are  five  or  six  stout 
Privateers  cruising  in  the  Gulf,  and  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
fear  all  our  victuallers,  should  they  get  so  far  safe,  cannot  escape 
their  vigilance.  There  is  no  great  quantity  of  last  year's  grain 
remaining  in  the  country,  (that  sold  at  an  extravagant  price,)  and 
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the  present  crop  considerably  injured  by  catapillers.  The  hay  so 
much  so  that  the  inhabitants  are  disposing  of  and  killing  their  cat- 
tle. This  is  a  momentary  advantage,  but  its  bad  consequences 
will  be  severely  felt  in  the  spring. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 
(Signed)  Fred.  Haldimand. 

Indorsed :  '*  Copy  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  K. 
B.  Quebec,  2nd  August,  1781.     41." 

H.  —  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Gen,  Haldimand. 

New  York,  August  2d,  1781. 

Sir :  —  Having  wrote  to  your  Excellency  on  the  23d  ultimo,  by 
General  Reidesel,  I  have  little  now  to  add,  but  to  acquaint  you 
that  he  sailed  from  hence  a  few  days  since  for  Canada  with  a  con- 
siderable number  of  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  army  under 
your  command. 

Greneral  Knyphausen  being  anxious  to  have  that  part  of  his 
regiment  which  was  sent  to  Canada  returned  here,  I  mentioned  in 
my  letter  by  General  Reidesel,  that  if  your  Excellency  would  send 
them  back,  I  would  replace  them  by  an  equal  number  as  early  as 
possible. 

The  French  and  Rebels  only  wait  for  a  re-inforcement  from  the 
West  Indies  to  make  an  attack  upon  this  post,  which  I  think  they 
certainly  will  attempt  upon  its  arrival,  and  it  is  hourly  expected. 
I  need  not  therefore  say  of  how  much  importance  a  diversion  upon 
the  frontiers  of  this  province  and  the  speedy  decision  of  Vermont 
in  our  favor  would  be. 

The  enemy's  force  opposed  to  me  in  this  quarter  is  about  4000 
french  and  7000  rebels.  The  latter  do  not  increase  very  fast, 
though  it  is  a  favorite  object,  what  they  now  meditate. 

H.  —  (Copy.)     Memorial  of  the  Delegates  of  New  York  to  Con- 
gress. 

To  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled : 

(Aug.  3.)  The  underwritten  delegates  for  the  state  of  New 
York  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  an  express  instruction  from 
the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York,  to  represent,  that  on 
the  24th  of  September,  1779,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  by  Con- 
gress that  it  be  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts  and  New  York  (among  other  things) 
forthwith  to  pass  laws  to  refer  to  the  decision  of  Congress  all  dif- 
ferences and  disputes  relative  to  jurisdiction  over  the  district 
called  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  which  they  respectively  had 
20 
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with  the  people  of  that  district,  so  that  Congress  might  proceed 
thereon  on  the  first  day  of  February  then  next,  and  Congress  did 
thereby  pledge  their  faith  to  carry  into  execution  and  support 
their  determination  and  decision  in  the  premises. 

That  Congress  having  declared  it  to  be  essential  to  the  interests 
of  the  whole  Confederation  that  all  intestine  dissentions  be  care- 
fully avoided,  and  domestic  peace  and  good  order  be  maintained,  it 
was  further  unanimously  resolved :  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  the  district  aforesaid  who  denied  the  jurisdiction  of  all 
the  aforesaid  states,  to  abstain  in  the  meantime  from  exercising 
any  power  over  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  who 
profess  themselves  to  be  citizens  of,  or  to  owe  allegiance  to,  any 
or  either  of  the  said  states,  but  that  none  of  the  towns  either  on 
the  east  or  west  side  of  Connecticut  River  were  to  be  consid- 
ed  as  included  within  the  said  district,  but  such  as  had  heretofore 
joined  in  denying  the  jurisdiction  of  either  of  the  said  states,  and 
had  assumed  a  sej)arate  jurisdiction  which  they  called  the  state 
of  Vermont ;  and  further,  that  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  the 
three  states  aforesaid  ought  in  the  mean  time  to  suspend  executing 
their  laws  over  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  except 
such  of  them  as  profess  allegiance  to  and  confessed  the  jurisdio- 
cion  of  the  same  respectively ;  and  further,  that  Congress  would 
consider  any  violence  committed  against  the  tenor,  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  that  resolution  as  a  breach  of  the  peace  of  the  Con- 
federacy, which  they  were  determined  to  keep  and  maintain.  And 
it  is  further  resolved  unanimously,  that  in  the  opinion  of  Congress 
no  unappropriated  lands  or  estates  which  were  or  might  be  ad- 
judged forfeited  or  confiscated,  lying  in  the  said  district,  ought, 
until  the  final  decision  of  Congress  in  the  premises,  to  be  granted 
or  sold.  That  in  pursuance  of  the  said  recommendation  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  state  of  New  York  passed  a  law  fully  authorizing 
Congress  (among  other  things)  to  hear  and  determine  all  differ- 
ences and  disputes  relative  to  the  jurisdiction  between  the  state 
of  New  York  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  said 
district  which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River  as  denied 
the  jurisdiction  of  that  state  ;  and  that  the  said  decision  being 
duly  made  and  published,  should  be  and  remain  final  and  conclu- 
sive against  that  state  forever.  That  in  conformity  to  the  said  reso- 
lution, law  and  at  great  expense,  the  state  of  New  York  made  the 
necessary  preparations  for  supporting  their  territorial  rights,  and 
similar  steps  were  taken  on  the  part  of  the  state  of  New  ilamp- 
shire.  That  on  the  19th  of  September,  '80,  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned in  the  said  controversy  (Massachusetts  Bay  excepted) 
attended,  namely :  the  delegates  and  agents  from  the  states  of 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York  respectively,  Ira  Allen  and  Ste- 
phen Bradley  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  Grants  claiming  a 
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separate  and  independent  jurisdiction,  Luke  Knowlton,  agent  in 
behalf  of  a  number  of  towns  within  that  part  of  the  said  district 
known  by  the  name  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  and  Peter  Olcot 
and  Bezaleel  Woodward,  agents  for  the  towns  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  said  district  on  both  sides  of  the  Connecticut  River, 
and  the  delegates  as  agents  for  the  state  of  New  York,  laid  before 
Congress  evidence  with  an  intent  to  prove  that  the  district  known 
by  the  name  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Connecticut  River  is  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  New 
York  ;  that  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  had  acknowledged  this, 
and  that  the  people  of  the  said  district  had  been  represented  in  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  since  the  year  1764,  and  submitted  to  the 
authority,  jurisdiction  and  government  of  the  Congress  and  Con- 
Tcntion  of  the  said  state  till  late  in  the  year  1777,  and  therefore 
have  no  right  to  a  separate  and  independent  jurisdiction.  That 
on  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  all  the  parties  being  present  ex- 
cept Messrs.  Allen  and  Bradley,  agents  for  the  people  of  the 
Grants  claiming  a  separate  and  independent  jurisdiction,  who, 
although  duly  notified,  declined  any  further  attendance,  the 
agents  of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  proceeded  to  offer  evidence 
tending  to  prove  that  the  tract  of  country  known  by  the  name  of 
New  Hampshire  Grants  was  within  the  state  of  New  Hampshire, 
and  that  therefore  the  people  inhabiting  the  said  tract  of  country 
can  have  no  right  to  a,  separate  and  independent  jurisdiction. 
That  Luke  Knowlton,  agent  in  behalf  of  part  of  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  within  the  said  district,  and  Peter  Olcot  and  Beza- 
leel Woodward,  agents  from  the  towns  in  the  northern  parts  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants  on  both  sides  of  Connecticut  river, 
being  respectively  called  upon  and  having  nothing  to  add,  and 
pressing  Congress  to  come  to  a  determination,  withdrew.  That  the 
delegates  of  the  state  of  New  York  have  repeatedly  entreated 
Congress  to  decide  the  matters  in  question  respecting  the  claim  of 
an  independent  state,  set  up  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district  aforesaid,  but  a  decision  hath  hitherto  been  deferred. 
The  underwritten  delegates  are  further  instructed  to  represent 
that  the  state  of  New  York,  in  compliance  with  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  before  recited,  have  hitherto  suspended  the  execution  of 
their  laws  over  any  inhabitants  of  the  said  district,  except  such  as 
professed  allegiance  to,  and  professed  the  jurisdiction  of,  the  same, 
and  have  refrained  from  granting  aoy  lands  within  the  said  dis- 
trict. The  inhabitants  who  deny  our  jurisdiction,  on  the  contra- 
ry, have  strengthened  their  party  by  disposing  of  those  lands,  and 
exercising  force  to  compel  their  neighbors,  within  the  said  district, 
who  profess  themselves  to  be  citizens  and  to  own  allegiance  to  the 
state  of  New  York,  to  submit  to  their  authority,  and  in  violation 
of  the  express  resolutions  of  Congress,  have  passed  acts  to  include 
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with  their  assumed  jurisdiction  several  considerable  districts  ex- 
tending westward  from  the  claim  they  set  up  at  the  time  of  pass- 
ing the  said  resolution,  to  the  middle  of  Hudson's  River.  That 
their  high-handed  encroachments  have  greatly  interrupted  the 
raising  of  levies  and  supplies  within  the  state  of  New  York  for 
the  support  of  the  war,  and  must  be  productive  of  further  weak- 
ness and  disorder,  and  render  the  said  state,  already  greatly  ex- 
"hausted  and  desolated,  altogether  unable  to  contribute  to  the 
common  cause.  From  these  weighty  considerations  the  under- 
written are  expressly  instructed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of 
New  York  to  urge  Congress,  agreeable  to  their  said  resolutions 
and  engagements,  to  decide  the  controversy  so  long  subsisting  re- 
specting the  claim  of  independent  jurisdiction  set  up  under  the 
pretended  state  of  Vermont,  and  to  take  measures  in  the  mean- 
time for  restraining  the  encroachments  of  the  said  inhabitants,  at 
least  within  the  bounds  which  they  themselves,  till  the  late  extra- 
ordinary extention,  considered,  represented  and  claimed  as  com- 
prehending the  New  Hampshire  Grants.  The  underwritten  do 
therefore,  by  this  public  act,  (which  they  pray  may  be  received 
amongst  the  records  of  the  United  States,)  make  known  the  just 
expectations  and  earnest  request  of  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  declaring  their  readiness  to  lay  before  such  of  the 
members  of  Congress  as  may  be  uninformed,  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  title  of  New  York  to  all  that  part  of  the  controvert- 
ed district  which  lies  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  in  obedience  to  the  express  instruction 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  3d  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1781,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  Independence. 
(Signed)  James  Duane, 

Ezra  Le  Hommedieu, 
DeleyateH  for  the  estate  of  New  York  and  agents 
m  the  controversy  referred  to. 

Secretary's  Office,  Congress, 
August  21, 1781. 
The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  filed  in  this  office. 
(Signed)  George  Bond, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  Congress, 

Indorsed,  "  No.  23.    Memorial  of  the  delegates  of  New  York 
to  Congress,  3d  August,  1781." 

H.  —  Resolutions  of  Congress  on  Vermoyit, 

(Copy.)  —  By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  Au- 
gust 7th,  1781 : 
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Whereas,  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York 
Aug.  7.  have  submitted  to  Congress  the  decision  of  the  dispute 
between  them  and  the  people  inhabiting  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants,  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River,  called  the 
state  of  Vermont,  concerning  their  respective  claims  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  said  territory,  and  have  been  heard  thereon.  And, 
whereas,  the  people  aforesaid  claim  and  exercise  the  powers  of  a 
Sovereign  Independent  State,  and  have  requested  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Federal  Union  of  the  United  States  of  America.  In  order 
thereto,  and  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  in 
vindication  of  their  sdid  claim : 

Resolved^  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appropriated  to  confer 
with  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  people 
residing  on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  on  the  west  side  of  Con- 
necticut River,  or  by  their  representative  body,  respecting  their 
claim  to  be  an  independent  state,  and  on  what  terms  it  may  be 
proper  to  admit  them  into  the  Federal  Union  of  these  states,  in 
case  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  determine  to 
recognize  their  independence,  and  thereof  make  report. 

And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  territory 
aforesaid,  or  their  representative  body,  to  appoint  an  agent,  or 
agents,  to  repair  immediately  to  Philadelphia,  with  full  powers 
and  instructions,  to  confer  with  the  said  committee  on  the  matters 
aforesaid,  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  people,  to  agree  upon  and 
ratify  terms  and  articles  of  union  and  confederation  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  case  they  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  And  the  said  committee  are  hereby  instructed  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  agents  of  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York 
to  be  present  at  the  conference  aforesaid. 

Resolved^  that  in  case  Congress  shall  recognize  the  independ- 
ence of  the  said  people  of  \"ermont,  they  will  consider  all  the 
lands  belonging  to  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  respectively, 
without  the  limits  of  Vermont  aforesaid,  as  coming  within  the 
mutual  guarantee  of  territory  contained  in  the  articles  of  confeder- 
ation, and  that  the  United  States  will  accordingly  guarantee  such 
lands,  and  the  jurisdiction  over  the  same,  against  any  claims  or 
encroachments  from  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont  aforesaid. 

8th  August,  1781.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the 
committee  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  members,  Mr.  Boudinot,  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr. 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Randolph. 
Extract  from  the  minutes. 

(Signed,)  George  Bond,  Dep'y  Sec^y. 
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The  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  Tth  of  August  were  sent  to 
gov.  Chittenden  by  gen.  Washington,  by  a  special  messenger  — 
capt.  Ezra  Heacock, — who  was  also  charged  with  a  verbal  inqui- 
ry, whether  the  people  of  Vermont  would  be  satisfied  with  the  in- 
dependence suggested  by  the  resolutions,  or  really  designed  to  join 
the  enemy.  Gov.  Chittenden  conversed  freely  on  Vermont  affairs 
with  capt.  Heacock  ;  assured  him  that  the  negotiation  with  Cana- 
da was  to  secure  the  state  from  invasion ;  that  the  people  of  Ver- 
mont were  zealous  supporters  of  national  independence,  and  desir- 
ed the  admission  of  their  state  into  the  union  ;  but  that  under  no 
circumstances  would  they  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York: 
"  that  they  would  oppose  this  by  force  of  anns,  and  would  join 
with  the  British  in  Canada,  rather  than  to  submit  to  that  govern- 
ment." Capt.  Heacock  was  requested  to  report  these  declarations 
to  general  Washington.' 

H.  —  Major  Joseph  Fay^  Vermont  Commissioner^  to  General 
Haldima^id, 

(Copy.   Private.)  On  Board  the  Royal  George, 

Lake  Champlain,  9th  August,  1781. 

Sir:  —  Having  done  myself  the  honor  to  write  you  on  the  sul>- 
ject  of  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  I  beg  leave  to  address  your 
Excellency  on  another  subject  more  interesting  and  important  for 
the  mutual  happiness  and  well-being  of  both  parties,  could  the 
happy  event  be  soon  brought  about.  I  have  been  favored  with 
the  perusal  of  sundry  letters  on  said  subject  from  you  to  Captain  A. 
and  B.,  as  also  Qonversing  very  freely  with  them.  It  give  me  pain 
to  find  any  apprehensions  in  your  Excellency's  breast  that  the 
gentlemen  of  Vermont,  who  are  all  acciuainted  with  your  good 
intentions,  are  wanting  in  sincerity,  and  am,  at  the  same  time, 
sorry  to  mention  the  jealousies  which  arise  from  the  distance  you 
have  been  pleased  to  keep  the  proposals  made  to  them  through 
your  Commissioners  at  different  times,  from  which  they  are  ready 
to  conclude  the  design  is  no  other  than  to  involve  Vermont  in  a 
war  with  the  other  states,  and  then  they  would  become  an  easy 
prey. 

I  am  happy  to  find  by  the  letters  shown  me  by  your  commis- 
sioners, that  your  good  intentions  toward  the  people  of  Vermont 
are  honorable  and  upright.  I  am  convinced  for  myself  and  would 
sincerely  wish  proper  measures  to  be   taken  to  remove   every 


'  Early  History,  377,  378.     WilUama,  Vol.  ii,  220. 
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jealousy  which  may  subsist  on  both  sides,  which,  I  am  confident, 
your  proposal  and  assurance  of  your  having  competent  authority 
from  the  Court  of  Britain  therefor  would  eifect  on  the  part  of 
Vermont.  I  shall,  however,  acquiesce  in  your  determination  on 
that  head.  Colonel  Allen's  letter  to  you  of  the  16th  ultimo,  ex- 
presses nearly  everything  I  can  conceive  interesting  in  the  present 
negociation,  a  repetition  of  which  would  be  [un] necessary.  I 
can  only  assure  your  Excellency  that  his  letter  expressed  the 
sense  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  as  I  was  present  when  it  was 
read,  and  by  them  and  General  Allen  approved.  As  Colonel 
Allen  mentioned  the  three  general  officers  being  made  acquainted 
with  his  proceedings,  I  need  only  mention  that  a  number  of  other 
principal  gentlemen  are  entrusted,  whose  influence  will  be  very 
serviceable  in  bringing  about  the  change  of  government  hoped  for 
in  October  next,  and  for  the  purpose  of  being  assured  of  each 
otfcers  fidelity,  on  being  acquainted  with  Colonel  Allen's  proceed- 
ings, freely  subscribed  their  names  to  a  paper  declaring  their  ap- 
probation, which,  together  with  any  proceedings  which  concerns 
this  subject,  will  be  communicated  at  any  time  to  you,  or  such  as 
you  shall  substitute  for  the  purpose,  if  the  present  proceedings 
meet  your  Excellency's  approbation,  which  I  hope  to  be  honored 
with  in  your  answer  to  this. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  remove  every  suspicion  you  may 
have  against  the  good  intentions  of  the  people  of  Vermont,  but  I 
can  only  assure  you  of  my  own,  and  that  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  you  may  rest  equally  assured  of  the  sincerity  of  such  of  the 
others  as  are  made  acquainted. 

I  am  not  unapprised  of  your  Excellency's  anxiety  to  close  the 
present  negociation,  nor  of  your  being  much  disappointed  at  my 
not  being  fully  authorized  for  that  purpose.  1  must  entertain  that 
good  opinion  of  you,  that  you  will  not  come  into  any  hasty  or  un- 
reasonable determinations.  I  refer  you  to  Coloael  Allen's  letter 
aforesaid  for  the  reasons  why  I  was  not  fully  authorized.  Any 
instructions  short  of  competent  authority  could  only  prove  a  de- 
ception, and  consequently  fatal.  Captain  A.  and  B.  will  be  more 
particular  to  you  in  their  letter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  Joseph  Fay. 

His  Excellency^  General  Haldimand. 

Indorsed:  "No.  19.  —  Copy  of  a  letter  (private)  from  Major 
Pay  to  His  Excellency  General  Haldimand,  dated  9th  August, 
1781,  on  Board  the  Royal  George  on  Lake  Champlain." 
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Gen.  Stark^  at  Albany ,  to  Gen.  Wanhington. —  [Extract.]  ' 

Aug.  9.  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  arrived  at  Benning- 
ton on  Friday  last,  and  on  Saturday  made  a  visit  to  their  governor 
[Chittenden,]  who,  together  with  th§  leading  men  of  the  country, 
have  promised  me  every  assistance  in  tlieir  power  to  repel  the  com- 
mon enemy.  I  have  reason  to  believe,  from  their  conduct,  that 
their  promises  are  not  fallacious ;  for,  before  I  came  to  Benning- 
ton, maj.  McKinstry,  who  has  command  of  the  troops  at  Saratoga, 
sent  an  express  to  apprise  them  of  the  enemy's  advance  for  his 
post.  The  alarm  was  spread,  and  in  a  few  hours  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  on  horseback,  marched  to  his  assistance.  The 
alarm  proved  false,  and  next  day  they  returned,  but  not  till  they 
had  visited  Saratoga.  On  Monday  last,  at  sunrise,  a  party  of 
eleven  was  discovered  in  the  south-east  part  of  Bennington, 
supposed  to  be  a  party  of  tories  from  Hoosac,  passing  to  Canada. 
The  people  were  instantly  in  arms,  pursued  them  until  one  o'clock 
when  three  of  the  pursuers  came  up  and  made  them  prisoners. 
They  were  instantly  marched  to  Bennington.  Upon  examination, 
I  find  them  to  be  a  party  from  Canada,  which  first  consisted  of  six. 
They  made  prisoners  of  esquire  Bleecker  and  two  servants,  when 
they  were  joined  by  two  other  tories,  making  up  the  eleven.  I 
enclose  you  their  instructions*  For  my  part,  I  think  they  ought 
to  be  considered  as  spies,  and  beg  your  excellency's  opinion  on 
the  subject. 

On  the  same  day,  gen.  Schuyler  informed  gov.  Clinton  of  an  at- 
tempt by  a  party  from  Canada  to  take  him  [Schuyler]  prisoner, 
at  his  house  in  Albany.     He  added  : 

The  party  that  took  John  Bleeker  esq.  was  secured  by  some 
people  on  the  Grants,  who  went  in  pursuit  of  them.  It  [the  Brit- 
ish party]  was  commanded  by  one  Howard,  who  had  his  orders  in 
writing  from  Col.  St.  Leger,  commanding  at  St.  Johns.  I  believe 
the  Vermonters  have  or  will  hang  Howard.^ 

President  Weare^  of  Netv  Hampshire,  to  Gen.  Washingto7i. 
[Extract]  3 

Aug.  13.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  unaccountable  and  alto- 
gether unexpected  destruction  of  our  currency,  [by  the  people  of 
Massachusetts  refusing  to  take  continental  bills,]  the  only  one  we 
had,  I  doubt  not  we  should  have  been  able  to  carry  the  acts  [for 


*  Memoir  and  Correspondence  of  Stark,  215.    *  Clinton  Papers,  No.  3886. 

*  Corr,  of  the  Eev.,  Letters  to  Washington,  Vol.  in,  385. 
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completing  the  quota  of  New  Hampshire  in  the  continental  army] 
fully  into  effect,  excepting  in  that  part  of  the  state  which,  as  I 
mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  23d  of  July,  under  pretence  of  join- 
ing what  they  call  Vermont,  have  refused  to  raise  men  or  furnish 
supplies  of  any  kind,  so  that  there  will  be  a  deficiency  on  that  ac- 
count of  more  than  a  quarter  part,  both  of  'men  and  supplies,  un- 
til Congress,  before  whom  the  matter  lies,  shall  determine  upon  it. 

H. —  Vermont  Commissioners  to  the  President  of  Congress. 

(Copy.)  Philadelphia,  14th  Aug.,  1781. 

aS'iV  ;  —  We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  duplicate  of  our  com- 
mission' to  attend  on  the  Honorable  the  Congress,  and  have  to 
add  that  we  are  ready  to  enter  on  the  business  of  our  appointment. 

We  are,  &c., 

James  [Jonas]  Fay, 
Ira  Allen, 
Bez'l  Woodward. 
Sis  Excellency^  the  President  of  Congress. 

On  the  same  day,  James  Madison  wrote  to  Edmund  Pendleton 
that  Vermont  would  speedily  be  admitted  to  the  union  as  a  state, 
on  account  of  Massachusetts  having  relinquished  her  claim — the 
encroachments  of  Vermont  upon  New  York  and  New  Hampshire, 
and  the  Haldimand  correspondence,  <fe».  —  See  ante^  67. 

Q-en.  Washington  to  Q-en.  Stark.     [Extract.]^ 

Head  Quarters,  Dobb's  Ferry,  Aug.  16,  1781. 
Dear  Sir : — I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  9th,  and  am 
very  well  pleased  with  the  account  you  give  of  the  disposition  and 
behavior  of  the  people  of  Vermont.  The  party  [Howard's]  you 
mention  to  have  been  captured  by  them,  I  think  must  be  consid- 
ered as  prisoners  of  war,  and  ought  to  be  closely  confined,  to  pre- 
vent all  possibility  of  escape,  until  they  are  exchanged.  I  hope 
the  militia  have  arrived  before  this  time,  as  I  have  been  obliged  to 
order  the  remainder  of  the  continental  troops  to  join  the  main 
army. 

H.  —  General  Haldimand  to  his  Commissioners^  for  Major  Fay. 

(Private.)  Quebec,  16th  August.  1781. 

Sir: — You  will  please  to  acquaint  Major  Fay  that  I  am  favored 
with  his  letter  (private)  of  the  9th  instant,  and  that  I  cannot  help 

*  For  the  commission,  see  ante  141.    *  Memoir  of  Stark,  <fcc.,  218. 
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feeling  concern  and  disappointment  that  he  is  not  vested  with 
powers  to  be  more   decisive  upon  the  subject  of  it ;  the  former 
arising  from  a  motive  of  humanity  and  a  desire  as  well  to  recall 
to  the  Mother  Country  her  natural  right  as  to  restore  happiness  to 
a  brave  people,  whose  distresses  I  have  really  felt  for  ;  the  latter 
from  an  expectation,  founded   upon  the   assurances   of  Colonel 
Allen,  that  the  present  flag  should  bring  suflScient  authority  finally 
to  negociate  and  settle  a  re-union  of  Vermont  with  the  Mother 
Country.     I  have  been  so  little  accustomed  to  deceit  and  intrigue 
that  it  is  painful  to  me  to  suspect,  yet  from  the  breaches  of  faith 
which  have  been  exhibited  by  the  opponents  of  Government  in 
this  Province  (both  in  public  and  private  instances,)  from  the  de- 
lays and  obstacles  in  the  present  afi'air  thrown  in  the  way  of  my 
endeavours  for  reconciliation,  from  unreasonable  expectations  and 
demands  upon  the  subject  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  from  the 
difiSdence  discovered  by  the  unheard  of  practice  of  sending  strong 
guards  or  other  detachments  with  flags  of  truce,  but  above  all 
from  the  acknowledged  construction  of  my  views,  that  they  are  to 
involve  in  war  with  the  other  states  a  people  whose  interest  I  have 
with  every  sentiment  of  candour  manifested  my  inclinations  to 
promote,  1  confess  I  am  taught  to  entertain  doubts  which  it  will 
give  me  pleasure  to  find  have  been  ill-founded,  but  which  the  na- 
ture of  my  situation  cannot  fail   to  justify.     The  distance  com- 
plained of  in  this  transaction,  proceeded,  you  must  remember, 
from  the  express  desire  of  the  parties  on  the  side  of  Vermont,  and 
mutually  agreed  to  by  my  agents  when  the  aflair  was  first  agitated, 
that  the  strictest  secrecy  should  he  punctually  observed.     Under 
these  circumstances,  I  could  not  think  of  risking  my  sentiments  in 
writing,  amongst  a  people  who,  whether  from  necessity  or  inclina- 
tion, had  given  up  similar  letters  to  Congress.     It  would  have 
been  infinitely  more  suitable  to  my  ideas  to  have  promulgated  my 
wishes  by  proclamation,  which  I  should  still  do,  could  I  think  it 
would  reach  the  ears  of  the  people  in  its  real  sense,  but  every 
attempt  of  that  kind  has  been  so  industriously  counteracted  from 
the  commencement  of  the  unhappy  conflict,  that  in  the  present 
situation  of  affairs  it  would  be  in  vain.     Much  pains  were,  taken 
with  Colonel  Allen  to  make  clear  to  him  my  sentiments  and  de- 
termination.    He  took  his  leave  seemingly  impressed  with  a  con- 
viction of  my  candour  and  friendly  offers,  and  promised  a  similar 
reception    of  them  from  Governor  Chittenden,    General  Allen, 
and  other  leading  men  in  Vermont,  to  whom  they  have,  of  course, 
been  fully  represented  by  him,  yet  nothing  has  been  done ;  the 
same  system  of  procrastination  prevails,  and  the  affair  stands  upon 
the  departure  of  Mr,  Fay,  just  where  it  did  last  May.     The  pa- 
pers alluded  to  in  Mr.  Fay's  letter  could  surely  have  been  entrusted 
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in  his  hands  for  the  perusal  of  my  agents  in  this  affair,  and  it 
would  have  been  no  more  than  has  been  done  from  the  beginning 
on  my  part ;  to  leave  these  behind  was  to  come  without  his  er- 
rand It  is  with  much  reluctance  that  I  should  relinquish  the 
pleasure  of  being  the  instrument  of  recalling  to  allegiance  the 
people  of  Vermont,  and  restoring  to  them  peace  and  happiness  ; 
yet  I  foresee  that  my  duty  will  require  it  of  me.  I  have,  with 
much  difficulty  and  management,  avoided  everything  but  the  ap- 
pearance of  hostilities.  While  their  country  might  have  been  rav- 
aged by  continual  parties,  it  was  still  my  winh  to  forbear,  upon 
the  faith  of  Colonel  Allen's  and  Mr.  Fay's  professions,  but  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  say  more.  Were  that  people  but  half  as  de- 
sirous of  a  union  with  Great  Britain  as  with  the  Congress,  they 
would  now  be  a  happy  people,  independent  of  every  power  on 
earth,  except  the  parent  one.  The  Congress  has  repeatedly  de- 
nied them  the  territory  they  contend  for,  and  by  temporizing  they 
may  fatally  become  the  dupe  of  both  parties,  for  should  America 
prevail,  they  cannot  suppose  Congress  will,  in  prosperity,  grant 
what  they  have  so  repeatedly  refused  when  their  alliance  would 
have  been  serviceable ;  on  the  other  hand,  should  America  be 
disappointed,  they  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  reason,  expect  from 
Great  Britain  terms  so  cordially  preferred,  which  they  have  so 
coldly  rejected  for  a  shadow  of  independence,  and  it  is  too  romantic 
to  suppose  that  in  the  general  conclusion  of  the  wars,  which  now 
subsist,  in  which  the  |X)wers  of  Europe  are  materially  concerned, 
Vermont  will  ever  be  considered.  In  short,  I  do  affirm  (and  I 
hope  I  shall  be  believed)  that  if  it  is  the  intention  of  Vermont  to 
trifle  with  me,  she  will  find  herself  deceived.  If  to  accept  the 
terms  proposed,  so  strongly  disinterested  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment, and  so  evidently  generous  and  consonant  with  the  interest 
of  Vermont,  I  shall  receive  her  with  open  arms,  and  I  hope  she 
will  avoid  too  late  and  an  inefifectual  repentance. 

The  prisoners,  or  the  greatest  part  of  them,  being  now  ex- 
changed, I  shall  not  expect  a  flag  of  truce  from  Vermont  upon 
any  other  business  than  to  signify  her  acceptance  of  my  oflers, 
and  at  all  times  to  consist  of  no  more  than  five  persons,  who  will 
keep  their  flag  constantly  flying. 

Major  Fay  will  be  so  good  to  acquaint  Colonel  Allen  that  I 
received  the  favor  of  his  letter.  I  am,  <fec., 

(Signed)  Fred.  Haldimand. 

To  Messrs,  A.  and  B. 

Indorsed:  "Copy  (No.  20.)  —  From  His  Excellency  General 
Haldimand  to  Messrs.  A.  [Captain  Sherwood]  and  B.  [George 
Smyth.]     16th  August,  1781." 
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H.  —  By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  Aug,  17, 1781. 

Aug.  17.  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  appointed  to  confer  with  agents  appointed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut 
River,  and  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  Jonas  Fay,  Ira 
Allen  and  Bez'l  Woodward,  wherein  they  represent  that  the  said 
Jonas  Fay,  Ira  Allen  and  Bez.  Woodward  have  produced  to  them 
a  commission,  under  the  hand  of  Thomas  Chittenden,  Esq.,  em- 
powering them,  among  other  things,  to  repair  to  the  American 
Congress,  and  to  propose  to  and  receive  from  them  terms  of  an 
union  with  the  United  States:  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  confer 
with  the  said  Jonas  Fay,  Ira  Allen  and  Bez.  Woodward,  on  the 
subject  of  their  mission. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

(Signed,)  Geo.  Bond,  Deputy  Secretary, 

H.  —  Vermont  Delegates  to  Committee  of  Congress, 

(Copy.)  To  the  Honorable  Committee  of  Congress: 
Aug.  18.  Whereas,  the  state  of  Vermont  hath  formed  jurisdic- 
tional union  with  people  inhabiting  a  district  of  land  known  by  the 
name  of  New  Hampshire  Grants,  east  of  Connecticut  River,  on  ap- 
prehension that  the  said  district  does  not  of  right  belong  to  New 
Hampshire  ;  also  with  a  district  20  miles  in  breadth,  lying  west 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  on  apprehension  that  it  does  not 
of  right  belong  to  the  state  of  New  York,  by  means  of  which  union 
it  is  impracticable  for  the  people  on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
west  of  Connecticut  River  only,  to  perform  any  public  act  as  a 
state,  exclusive  of  the  districts  above  mentioned,  and  that  the 
claims  of  the  people  on  the  said  districts  to  independence  from  the 
states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  respectively,  may  have 
a  full  and  fair  hearing,  and  that  a  final  decision  may  be  had 
thereon  as  soon  as  may  be :  Therefore,  the  subscribers,  delegates 
from  and  in  behalf  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  beg  leave  to  propose 
the  following  as  terms  which  appear  to  them  necessary  in  order  to 
a  Federal  union  between  that  and  the  United  States : 

1st.  That  Vermont  be  recognized  as  an  independent  state,  un- 
der the  following  description,  viz :  Beginning  at  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  which  is  the.  northwest  corner 
of  the  town  of  Williamstown,  and  from  thence  extending  eastward 
in  the  north  line  of  Massachusetts  to  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut 
River  ;  thence  up  the  river  as  it  tend  to  the  4oth  degree  of  north 
latitude  ;  thence  west  in  said  latitude  line  to  the  centre  of  Lake 
Champlain,  (west  of  Missisquy  Bay)  ;  thence  southwardly  in  the 
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deepest  channel  of  the  said  Lake,  as  also  the  channels  of  the  South 
and  East  Bays,  to  the  head  of  the  latter  ;  thence  up  the  deepest 
channel  of  Poulteney  River,  and  the  west  line  of  the  town  of  Poult- 
eney ;  thence  southward  on  the  westward  line  of  the  several  towns 
of  Poulteney,  Wells,  Pawlet,  Ruport,  Sandgate,  Arlington,  Shafts- 
bury,  Bennington  and  Pownall,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

2nd.  That  delegates  to  represent  the  state  of  Vermont  in  Con- 
gress be  elected  by  the  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  state, 
as  it  is  now  extended,  until  the  several  claims  of  New  Hampshire 
and  New  York  to  the  said  districts  be  heard  and  determined. 

3rd.  That  the  several  claims  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York 
]>e  determined  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  agreeable  to  the  mode  pre- 
scribed by  the  Articles  of  Confederation  for  decision  of  disputes 
between  two  or  more  states  concerning  boundary,  jurisdiction,  &c. 

4th.  That  Vermont  have  the  same  right  as  any  other  state,  on 
application  to  Congress,  to  have  an  hearing  on  the  said  disputes, 
and  to  be  admitted  in  like  manner  by  their  agents  (to  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose)  as  a  party  in  support  of  the  claim  of  the  people 
within  the  said  districts  to  independence  from  the  said  states  of 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York  respectively.  In  case  that  on  trial 
the  districts  aforesaid  shall  [not]  be  found  to  belong  of  right  to  the 
states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  respectively,  they  shall 
be  thenceforth  considered  as  belonging  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
state  of  Vermont. 

!  Joseph  Fay, 
Ira  Allen, 
Bez'l  Woodward. 
Philadelphia,  August  18th,  1781. 

Indoi-sed :  ''  Copy.  (No.  27.)  Proposals  from  the  agents  of  Ver- 
mont to  Congress,  dated  Philadelphia,  August  18th,  1781," 

H.  —  Questions  hy  Committee  of  Congress  to  Vermont  Agents^  and 
their  answers  thereto, 

(Copy.)  Philadelphia,  18th,  August,  1781. 

Questions  proposed  by  the  committee  of  Congress  to  the  agents 
on  the  part  of  Vermont,  with  answers  thereto. 

Query  1st, — Are  the  boundaries  set  forth  in  the  written  propo- 
sition delivered  in  by  the  said  agents  at  this  time  claimed  by  the 
state  of  Vermont  as  the  lines  of  jurisdiction,  the  same  as  contain- 
ed in  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  August,  instant  ? 

Anstver, — ^They  are  the  same  with  the  addition  of  part  of  the 
waters  of  Lake  Champlain  for  the  benefit  of  trade,  &c. 

Query  2nd, — What  part  do  the  people  of  Vermont  mean  to 
take  up  as  to  the  past  expenses  of  the  present  war,  and  what  aid 
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do  they  propose  to  afiford  as  to  men  and  money  to  the  common  de- 
fence? 

Answer, — Such  proportion  as  shall  be  mutually  judged  equita- 
ble after  their  admission  to  a  seat  in  Congress,  which  has  been 
several  times  oflScially  proposed  by  the  agents  on  the  part  of  Ver- 
mont. 

Query  3rrf. — What  are  the  ideas  of  the  people  ef  Vermont  rel- 
ative to  the  claim  of  private  property  under  grants  or  patents  from 
New  Hampshire  or  New  York  previous  to  the  present  Revolu- 
tion? 

Anstver. — Altho'  the  state  of  Vermont  hath  not  hitherto  author- 
ized any  court  to  take  cognizance  of  such  causes  as  respects  titles 
of  lands,  nevertheless  they  have  had  and  still  have  it  in  contem- 
plation to  adopt  such  modes  as  the  circumstances  arising  out  of 
each  case  may  justify,  without  adhering  to  the  strict  rules  of  law. 

Query  4th. — What  are  the  intentions  of  your  constituents  in  re- 
gard to  the  patents  that  were  granted  on  conditions  of  settlement 
within  a  given  time,  and  which  have  been  prevented  by  the  claims 
of  the  people  of  Vermont  and  the  present  revolution  ? 

Answer, — No  forfeitures  have  been  taken  by  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont on  any  such  grant  for  non-performance  of  conditions  of  set- 
tlement, and  we  conceive  it  to  be  the  intention  of  our  constituents 
to  grant  a  further  reasonable  time  for  fulfilling  such  conditions. 

Query  5th, — What  arc  the  number  of  inhabitants  within  the 
lines  mentioned  in  their  proposition  above  mentioned  ? 

Answer. — As  the  citizens  of  Vermont  have  not  been  lately  num- 
bered, we  can  therefore  only  estimate  them  at  about  30,000,  which 
we  conceive  to  be  nearly  a  true  estimation. 

Query  6th. — What  quantity  of  land  is  contained  within  the  said 
bounds  ? 

Answer. — There  has  been  no  accurate  survey  of  the  state  of 
Vermont,  but  we  conceive  it  to  contain  about  5,000,000  acres. 

Query  1th, — What  applications  have  been  made,  either  publicly 
or  privately,  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  or  their  adher- 
ents, to  draw  off  the  people  of  Vermont  from  their  affection  to  the 
United  States  of  America  ? 

Answer. — The  honorable  committee  are  possessed  of  copies  of 
Bevy.  Robinson's  letters  enclosed  in  B.  General  Allen's  letter  of 
the  9th  of  March  last  to  the  then  President  of  Congress,  and  any 
private  offers  we  cannot  vouch  for. 

Query  8'A. — In  case  the  enemy  should  attempt  an  invasion  of 
the  northern  frontiers,  what  aid  as  to  men  and  provisions  could  be 
raised  in  the  state  of  Vermont  for  the  public  defence,  (you  can 
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suppose  the  invasion  made  in  diflferent  quarters,)  and  within  what 
time? 

Answer. — The  number  of  militia  within  the  lines  herein  lim- 
ited we  suppose  to  consist  of  about  7000,  in  general  well  armed 
and  accoutred,  and  have  ever  shown  themselves  spirited  in  case 
of  alarms,  &c. 

In  regard  to  provisions,  the  country  is  fertile  but  new  and  con- 
siderable emigrations  from  other  states  to  Vermont.  The  Legisla- 
ture, at  their  session  in  October  last,  levied  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants 
for  provisions  suflScient  for  victualling  1500  troops  in  the  tield  for 
twelve  months,  and  we  are  of  opinion  a  larger  store  may  be  in 
the  same  manner  collected  the  ensuing  autumn. 

Indorsed:  "  Copy  (No.  28)  1781.  Queries  from  the  Committee 
of  Congress  to  the  agents  of  Vermont  and  their  answers,  18th 
August." 

Aug.  19.  Major-general  William  Heath  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  northern  department  by  general  Washington. 

H.  —  By  the   United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  August 
20th,  1781. 

On  reconsideration  of  the  resolution  respecting  the  people  in- 
habiting the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  it  was  altered  and  agreed  to 
as  follows : 

It  being  the  fixed  purpose  of  Congress  to  adhere  to  the  guaran- 
tee to  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  contained  in 
the  resolution  of  the  7th  instant. 

Resolved,  that  it  be  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  territory 
called  Vermont  and  their  admission  into  the  Federal  Union,  that 
they  explicitly  relinquish  all  demands  of  lands  or  jurisdiction  the 
east  side  of  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  River,  and  on  the  west 
side  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  thence,  running  20  miles  east  of  Hudson's  River 
so  far  as  the  said  river  runs  north-easterly  in  its  general  course, 
then  by  the  west  bounds  of  the  townships  granted  by  the  late  gov- 
ernment of  New  Hampshire  to  the  river  running  from  the  South 
Bay  to  Lake  Champlain ;  thence  along  the  said  river  to  Lake 
Champlain ;  thence  along  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  to  lati- 
tude 45  degrees  north,  excepting  a  neck  of  land  between  Missisquy 
Bay  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

(Signed)  Geo.  Bond,  Deputy  Secretary, 
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Capt,  J,  Sherwood  to  CoL  Ira  Allen,^ 

LoNGALB  [Lougueil]  Block  House,  21st  Aug.  1781. 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  favor  by 
maj.  Fay,  with  Pope's  Essay  on  Man,  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
turn you  my  best  thanks.  I  find  maj.  Pay  the  gentleman  you 
represent  him  to  be,  and  however  different  our  political  sentiments 
are,  you  may  be  assured  that  my  former  personal  friendship  for 
you  and  him  remains  inviolate.  As  I  have  requested  the  major  to 
present  my  compliments  to  governor  Ciiittenden  and  the  gentlemen 
of  Vermont  in  general,  have  only  to  request  you  will  remember 
me  to  my  former  good  friend  general  [Ethan]  Allen,  with  compli- 
ments and  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Allen  and  the  young  lady  [the 
general's  daughter.] 

Believe  me,  dear  Sir,  sincerely  your  personal  friend 

and  most  humble  servant, 

J.  Sherwood.' 

CoL  Ira  Allen, 

Gen.  Roger  EnoB  to  Gen.  Washington. 

Aug.  26.  Gen.  Roger  Enos  wrote  from  Castleton,  informing 
gen.  Washington  that  he  had  been  appointed  to  command  the 
whole  of  the  Vermont  troops ;  that  he  would  obey  Washington's 
orders,  and  give  every  information  he  should  receive  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy. 

Gen.  Stark  to  Col.  Henry  Laurens.^ 

Albany,  August  27th,  1781. 

Dear  Sir : — -By  a  spy,  who  has  been  on  board  the  enemy's  ships 

at  Crown  Point,  we  learn  that  their  intention  is  to  make  a  push 

upon  this  place,  to  alarm  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  by  way  of 

Castleton,  and  gather  all  the  tories  in  this  quarter,  who  are  to  be 


^  Ethan  Allen  Papers,  S57. 

*  In  a  notice  of  Col.  Thomas  Johnson,  of  Newbury,  Mr.  B.  H.  Hall 
states  that,  while  a  prisoner  at  St  Johns,  Col.  Johnson  "  was  permitted 
to  live  with  Capt.  Slierwood,  a  gentleman  noted  for  the  humanity  which 
he  uniformly  displayed  towards  those  whom  the  fortune  of  war  placed  in 
his  hands." — Eastern  Vermont,  407.  Capt.  Sherwood's  letter  indicates 
the  courtesy  that  prevailed  among  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  nego- 
tiation ;  which,  indeed,  Ira  Allen  specially  certified. 

*  Memoir  and  Correspondence  of  Stark,  225. 
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met  by  Gen.  Howe's  [British]  army  near  tliis  place.     Therefore  I 
should  advise  you  to  keep  your  men  in  readiness. 

Your  obed't  servant,  John  Stark. 

Gen,  Stark  to  Gov.  Chittenden, 

Albany,  27th  August,  1781. 

My  Dear  Sir:  —  I  only  waited  the  prudent  and  happy  de- 
termination of  Congress,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  interesting 
and  important  decision  in  your  favor.  Be  assured,  Sir,  that  no 
intervening  circumstance  on  the  grand  political  system  of  America, 
since  the  war  began,  has  given  me  more  real  pleasure  than  to 
hear  of  your  acceptance  into  the  union  —  a  measure  tliat  I  do  now, 
and  always  did  think,  was  highly  compatible  with  the  real  inter- 
est of  the  country.  It  is  with  difiSculty  that  I  can  determine  in 
my  own  mind  why  it  has  been  postponed  to  this  late  hour ;  but 
perhaps  congress  had  motives  that  we  are  strangers  to.  The  best 
and  wisest  mortals  are  liable  to  error. 

I  am  very  happy  to  acquaint  you  Ihat  the  people  in  this  city 
show  very  much  of  the  highest  solicitude  upon  the  matter,  fully 
convinced  that  to  l>e  separate  will  ])e  more  for  the  interest  of  both 
states  than  to  be  united.  In  my  opinion,  nothing  can  wound  a 
generous  mind  more  than  the  mortifyingthought  of  making  a  large 
country  miserable ;  and  the  people  of  your  state,  by  their  utter 
detestation  of  the  management  of  New  York,  must  have  been 
wretched  under  their  government. 

To  have  been  connected  with  Now  Hampshire  is  what  many  in 
the  state  would  have  been  very  sorry  for,  as  very  inconvenient 
and  expensive  for  both  bodies  of  people,  and  no  real  good  result- 
ing from  such  a  connection  ;  therefore,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that 
every  man,  who  consulted  the  public  interest,  must  be  an  advocate 
for  a  separation.  For,  had  they  been  connected,  there  would 
ever  have  been  a  jealousy  between  the  two  states,  which  would 
have  been  infallibly  dangerous  to  both  ;  but  that  jealousy,  by  the 
separation,  must  entirely  subside,  and  New  Hampshire  and  Ver- 
mont live  in  perfect  friendship  as  sister  states. 

That  Vermont,  in  its  government,  may  be  happy,  and  a  stranger 
to  internal  jars,  is  the  ardent  wish,  my  dear  sir,  of  your  most 
obed't  serv't,  John  Stark. 

Aug.  28.  Gov.  Clinton,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Stark  of  the 
18th,  said  he  had  no  objections  against  his  sending  a  flag  to  Can- 
ada for  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  It  was  an  object  he  had  fre- 
quently attempted,  though  in  vain.' 

'  Memoir  of  Stark,  228. 
22 
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Aug.  29.  Gen.  Stark  expressed  his  desire  to  maj.  gen.  Heath 
to  exchange  British  prisoners,  in  his  possession,  for  some  of  Al- 
den's  and  Warner's*  regiments.' 

Aug.  31.  Gen.  Stark  wrote  to  gov.  Clinton  that  his  embarrass- 
ments were  almost  intolerable  ;  not  a  single  grain  of  forage,  nor 
could  he  procure  any;  almost  daily  calls  from  the  frontier  for 
provisions,  but  could  not  send  them,  as  the  quarter-master  had  no 
money  to  procure  teams,  and  no  power  to  impress  them.^ 

1781.         Gov.  Clinton  informed  gen.  Stark  that  he  [Clinton] 
Sept  1.    had  addressed  gen.  Haldimand  in  the  last  winter  re- 
specting an  exchange  ;  that  brig.  gen.  James  Clinton  had  intended 
to  send  for  that  purpose,  and  prepared  papers,  which  he  [the  gov- 
ernor] desired  Stark  to  send  by  the  first  flag.^ 

Sept.  4.  Gen.  Stark  wrote  to  gen.  Haldimand  for  an  exchange, 
and  suggested  the  appointment  of  commissioners  for  that  purpose.^ 

Qen,  Schuyler  to  Q-ov.  Clinton. — [Extract.] 

Sept.  10.  It  is  given  out  that  the  enemy,  offended  at  having 
been  duped  by  the  Vermonters,  intend  to  attack  them.  This,  with 
the  indications  at  St.  Johns,  gives  us  great  reason  to  suspect  they 
mean  either  the  Mohawk  or  this  [Hudson]  river.5 

In  the  previous  month  there  had  been  an  alarm  on  the  east  side 
of  the  mountain,  and  on  the  10th  of  August  a  company  from  Pom- 
fret  and  Hartford  marched  out  to  find  the  eoemy,  but  in  vain. 
In  September,  a  scouting  party  of  four  persons,  sent  from  Peacham 
up  the  "  Hazen  road,"  were  attacked  by  Indians,  who  killed  two 
of  the  scouts  and  captured  the  remaining  two.^ 

Sept.  11.  Gen.  Stark  wrote  from  Saratoga  to  maj.  gen.  Heath 
that  his  men  had  but  ten  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  no  more  in 
store  ;  that  he  had  no  men  to  spare  for  the  defense  of  Albanyj 
[which  expected  to  be  attacked  and  burnt  by  the  enemy  ;J  that  he 
needed  reinforcements,  as  he  had  that  day  received  certain  intel- 
ligence of  there  being  a  large  detachment  at  St.  Johns  destined 


» Memoir  of  Stark,  230.        *  Same,  231.       « Sams,  233.       *  Same,  2.36. 
'  Clinton  Papers,  No.  .3984.        •  Eastern  Vermont,  411,  412. 
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for  that  quarter ;  that,  if  the  enemy  approached,  he  should  be 
under  the  necessity  of  sending  expresses  to  Hampshire  and  Berk- 
shire counties,  to  Albany,  and  to  the  Grants,  and  this  he  could  do 
only,  for  want  of  good  horses  and  horsemen,  "  by  detaching  a  sol- 
dier on  foot,  with  his  provisions  on  his  back."  He  had  applied  to 
gov.  Clinton  for  forage,  but  the  governor  had  replied  that  Con- 
gress had  never  required  it  of  the  state,  and  without  that  requisi- 
tion he  could  not  give  a  warrant  to  impress  it.' 

Maj,  Q-en.  Heath  to  Gen.  Stark. — [Extract.] 

Sept.  17.  I  have  received  repeated  information  that  the  enemy 
have  been  building  canoes  and  small  batteaux  for  some  time,  at 
St.  Johns,  and  sending  hard  bread  from  Montreal  to  that  place  ; 
and  it  is  now  said  that  a  number  of  troops  have  arrived  there. 
Whether  their  design  is  to  cross  the  lakes  and  advance  toward 
you,  or  toward  the  towns  on  the  Connecticut  river,  for  which  the 
light  craft  seem  rather  calculated,  is  uncertain.  You  will  please 
to  keep  a  sharp  look  out,  and  be  in  readiness  to  oppose  them, 
should  they  advance.' 

E.  Marshal,  at  Albany,  to  Q-en.  Stark. 

Sept.  19.  Some  prisoners  came  to  town  last  evening  from 
Montreal.  They  had  the  liberty  of  that  town,  and  say  that,  two 
days  before  they  left  that  city,  a  body  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men  crossed  for  St.  Johns  ;  it  was  said  they  were  to  be  joined  by 
a  body  of  whites  and  Indians  at  that  place,  and  in  conjunction 
with  a  body  from  Buck's  island,  were  to  fall  upon  and  destroy  thTe 
remainder  of  the  country  on  the  Mohawk  river.^ 

Gen.  Stark  to  Maj.  Gen.  Heath. — [Extracts.] 

Sept.  20.  Intelligence  from  Canada,  through  sound  sources, 
leads  us  to  conclude  that  an  attack  is  designed,  either  upon  this 
post  or  the  Mohawk  river.  Prom  the  situation  of  the  country  I 
think  the  attempt  will  be  made  upon  this  post,  as  the  enemy  can 
•  come  here  with  twenty-five  miles  land  carriage  ;  while,  on  the 
other  quarter,  the  distance  is  six  times  that  number.  However, 
if  ammunition  is  supplied  me,  I  hope  to  give  any  that  may  come 
such  a  reception  as  will  make  them  glad  to  return  if  they  have  an 
opportunity.-* 


'  Menunr  of  Stark,  2i7.      '8ame,2oi.      "/Same,  255,       *Sam€,2o6. 
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Third   Interview  between    the   CommisaionerH  of  Vermont  and 
Great  Britain, 

Sept.  1-20.  In  the  month  of  September,  and  previous  to  the 
20th,  the  Vermont  and  British  commissioners  met  at  Skenes- 
horo  [Whitehall]  to  exchange  prisoners,  when  the  Vermont  com- 
missioners delivered  to  the  British  the  several  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Congressional  documents,  bearing  dates  between 
the  20th  of  June  and  September,  which  have  been  given  from  the 
Haldimand  Papers.  The  plan  of  government  for  Vermont  as  a 
British  colony  was  discussed,  and  it  was  agreed  that  it  should  be 
essentially  the  same  as  that  established  by  the  constitution,  and 
similar  to  that  of  the  colony  of  •Connecticut,  except  that  the  king 
in  council  should  appoint  the  governor.  The  British  commission- 
ers suggested  the  capture  of  Vermonters  who  were  most  violently 
opposed  to  the  negotiation,  which  the  Vermont  commissioners  re- 
jected, and  the  matter  was  reserved.  The  British  commissioners 
then  insisted  that  Vermont  should  declare  itself  a  British  colony, 
and  ofl'ered  tO  put  several  leading  Vermonters  on  the  British  mili- 
tary establishment,  as  brigadier  general,  two  colonels,  and  other 
ofiScers.  The  Vermont  commissioners  ''  treated  this  proposition 
with  candour  and  deliberation,"  and  stated  fully  their  objections, 
such  as  the  locality  of  Vermont,  adjoining  thick  settlements  in  the 
United  States — the  staunch  whigs  among  the  body  of  her  people 
^  their  ties  of  consanguinity  with  people  of  the  neighboring 
states,  and  the  difficulty  Great  Britain  would  have  in  defending 
Vermont,  es{)ecially  in  the  winter.  They  urged,  that  time^  during 
an  arrnintice^  was  necessary  to  prepare  the  people  for  such  a 
change,  and  suggested  that  the  inability  of  New  namf)shire  to 
furnish  her  full  quota  of  troops  to  the  continental  service,  and  the 
possibility  of  annexing  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  to  Ver- 
mont, with  the  influence  of  these  things  on  the  people  of  the 
state,  might  be  of  more  service  to  the  king  than  any  thing  Ver- 
mont could  accomplish.  The  British  Commissioners  took  down  in 
writing  the  heads  of  these  objections,  and  '*  then  suggested  an 
instruction,  which  they  said  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  deviate 
from  without  putting  an  end  to  the  armistice,  which  was,  that  his 
excellency  general  Haldimand  should,  in  pursuance  of  full  powers 
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vested  in  him  by  his  majesty  and  council,  issue  a  proclamation, 
offering  to  confirm  Vermont  as  a  colony  under  the  crown."' 

In  the  next  document,  Sept  20,  the  Vermont  commissioners 
"  propose  whether  a  proclamation  from  his  excellency  general 
Haldimand"  "might  not  answer  a  valuable  purpose;"  and  the 
British  commissioners,  in  their  report  of  this  conference,  wrote  on 
the  30th  of  September  that  the  Vermont  commissioners  "  requested 
(^as  the  last  resource)  that  gen,  Haldimand  would  issue  a  procla- 
mation,^'' (^c.  The  apparent  discrepancy  between  Ira  Allen  and 
the  British  commissioners  is  removed  on  the  supposition  that  the 
latter  had  suggested  a  proclamation  at  some  preceding  time  in  the 
conference,  which  the  Vermont  commissioners  then  objected  to, 
and  that  subsequently, "  as  the  last  resource,"  the  latter  renewed  the 
proposition.  Allen's  account  is  consistent  with  this  explanation. 
He  went  on  to  say  that  '^  the  agents  of  Vermont  were  unpleasantly 
situated,"  but  they  reinforced  the  previous  objections  [to  the  proc- 
lamation proposed  by  the  British  commissioners,]  by  suggesting 
the  lateness  of  the  season,  bad  roads,  want  of  fortifications  and 
preparations  for  defense,  and  that  one  winter  would  have  great 
effect  in  changing  the  minds  of  the  people.  Gen.  Haldimand 
might  change  his  opinion  as  to  a  proclamation  on  these  considera- 
tions ;  ''  but  should  he  not,  they  [the  Vermont  commissioners] 
hoped  the  general,  who  brought  forward  such  proclamations, 
would  learn  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  people  before  he  dis- 
tributed them.  On  these  principles  they  consented  to  have  the 
proclamationi<  brought  up  the  lake,  rather  than  break  the  ar- 
mistice.'^^ To  concede  that  Allen  was  mistaken  in  his  statement, 
that  the  first  suggestion  of  a  proclamation  came  from  Haldimand's 
agents,  is  equivalent  to  a  charge  that  these  objections  in  the  name 
of  the  Vermont  commissioners,  were  merely  Allen's  afterthoughts. 
A  strong  motive  would  be  needful  to  prompt  such  a  mistatement ; 
and  Allen  in  Eogland  in  1798  certainly  could  have  no  such  mo- 
tive.    His  interest  then  was  to  represent  Vermont  and  himself  as 


^  Ira  Allen  in  Vt.  Hist,  Col,  Vol.  i,  43;W35.  Gen.  Ilaidimimd  declar- 
ed to  his  commissioners,  Aug.  16,  that  it  would  be  most  suitable  to  his 
idea.s  to  promulgate  his  wishes  to  the  people  of  Vermont  by  a  proclama- 
tion.—J.Hte,  162. 

«Ira  Allen,  in  Vt.  Hist,  Coll,  Vol.  i,  435,  436. 
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having  been  well  disposed  towards  the  British  government,  and  he 
would  hardly  omit  so  important  a  fact  as  that  the  proposal  to  in- 
vite Vermont  to  become  a  British  province,  by  proclamation,  was 
made  by  Vermont,  and  by  himself  as  her  agent,  instead  of  by 
Haldimand.' 

H.  —  From  Commissioners  of  Vermont,  suggesting  a  Proclamation 
by  Q-en,  Haldimand, 

(Copy.)  Sept.  20.  The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Ver- 
mont propose  for  consideration,  vizt : 

That  in  our  opinions  the  first  proceedings  of  the  new  Legisla- 
ture of  Vermont  will  be  to  form  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to 
hear  the  report  of  their  agents  from  Congress,  and  then  to  take 
into  consideration  the  proposals  from  £!ongress,  when  we  have 
every  reason  to  expect  them  to  be  rejected,  when  the  Legislature 
will  proceed  to  business.  As  the  members  are  from  all  parts  of 
the  state  and  many  of  them  strangers  to  each  other,  it  will  not  be 
amiss  for  them  to  be  a  few  days  together  before  a  public  litigation 
of  a  change  of  government,  and  in  order  to  that  we  would  pro- 
pose whether  a  Proclamation  for  [from]  His  Excellency  General 
Haldimand,  to  be  then  exhibited  to  the  Legislature,  might  not 
answer  a  valuable  purpose,  as  it  would  lay  a  foundation  for  them 
to  proceed  upon.  Such  proclamation  to  contain  the  terms  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain  have  authorized  His  Excellency  to  give 
Vermont,  which  we  could  wish  (as  citizens  of  Vermont  are  prin- 
cipally emigrants  from  the  New  England  governments)  that  their 
privileges  might  be  as  near  those  they  have  been  accustomed  to  as 
may  be.  That  there  should  be  no  undue  advantage  taken  by  such 
proclamation,  we  propose  that  it  be  lodged  with  the  general  com- 
missioners on  the  Lake  ;  that  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  have  re- 
jected the  oflers  of  Congress,  that  a  confidential  i)erson  be  for- 
warded to  said  Commissioners  with  that  information,  when  a  flag 
should  be  sent  to  Castleton  with  such  proclamation  sealed  and 
directed  to  the  Legislature,  when  Geneittl  Enos  will  forward  them 
unopened  by  express  to  the  Legislature. 

.Q.      J.  (  Ira  Allen, 

(Signed)  j  J    p^Y 

Skeenesbo rough,  September  20th,  1781. 


^  Ira  Allen,  in  Vt.  Hist  Col,  Vol.  i,  435,  436. 
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H.  —  Queries  from  .  ...  to  the  Commissioners  of  Vermont  res- 
pecting their  proposals  and  proclamation^  <f  c,  and  their  an- 
s^wers. 

\st  — Do  those  proposals  fully 
coincide  with  the  opinions  of  the 
Government  and  council,  or  such 
part  of  them  as  wish  for  a  Brit- 
ish Government  ? 

2nd, — What  effect  or  particu- 
lar advantage  will  such  a  Procla- 
mation have  in  the  Assembly  ? 


3rd. — Will  it  not  tend  to  en- 
courage [enrage  ?]  them  and  ef- 
fectually put  an  end  [to]  further 
negociation  ? 


ith. — Will  it  not  alarm  Con- 
gress and  gain  from  them  a  pre- 
tended compliance  with  all  the 
demands  of  V 1  ? 


^th. — Shall  you  make  the  proc- 
lamation public  or  not  ? 


Qth. — Do  you  candidly  be- 
lieve it  probable  that  the  Assem- 
bly and  populace  in  general  will 
close  with  the  proclamation,  pro- 
vided it  gives  them  Charter  priv- 
ileges similar  to  those  of  Con- 
necticut, or  nearly  the  same  ? 


\st. — Answered  in  the  affirm- 
ative 


2nd. — It  will  lay  a  foundation 
for  the  friends  to  government  to 
enter  fully  on  the  business  au- 
thoritatively, and  facilitate  a 
close  of  the  subject,  as  it  will 
contain  the  general  proposals. 

Src?. — It  cannot  alarm  the 
Legislature  so  much  as  to  have 
the  subject  proposed  to  them  by 
the  governor  and  council,  as 
Congress  and  the  world  will  be 
at  a  loss  to  judge  what  occasion- 
ed such  proclamation,  as  all  for- 
mer private  negociation  on  the 
subject  will  still  remain  in  ob- 
livion. 

4^A.— The  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration virtually  precludes  a 
compliance,  nor  can  it  alarm  Con- 
gress or  the  other  states  more 
than  to  have  the  matter  litigated 
at  large  in  the  Assembly,  as  they 
are  possessed  of  Lord  George 
Germaine's  letter  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton. 

bth, — It  will  be  conveyed  im- 
mediately on  reception  to  the 
Speaker,  and  opened  in  presence 
of  the  Assembly. 

&th. — Our  new  election  war- 
i*ants  the  highest  probability. 
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Ifh. If    the    Proclamation 

should  be  rejected  will  there  be 
a  probability  or  even  a  possibil- 
ity of  a  re-union  after  such  a  re- 
jection ? 


1th, — Even  should  the  propo- 
sition be  rejected,  still  we  are 
confident  it  would  not  affect  those 
who  are  now  in  favor  of  Govern- 
ment, but  add  to  the  numbers 
who  would  still  pursue  the  grand 
object. 

Ira  Allen, 
Skecnesborough,  20th  September,  1781.  J.  Fay. 

Sept.  26.  Gen.  Stark  sent  a  flag,  by  Captain  Hickok,  to  the 
British  shipping  on  lake  Champlain,  to  inquire  for  a  captain  who 
had  previously  been  sent  to  procure  an  exchange  of  prisoners.' 

H. — General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

(Copy.)  Quebec,  Sept.  27, 1781. 

Sir :  —  The  letter  which  accompanies  this  I  had  the  honor  to 
prepare  for  your  Excellency  the  2d  ultimo,  but  was  disappointed 
in  my  expectation  of  conveying  it  to  you.  The  present,  with  its 
enclosures,  is  in  continuation  of  the  former.  These  contain  the 
fullest  information  in  my  power  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency 
upon  the  interesting  subject  of  Vermont  affairs.  The  very  strong 
assurances  of  sincerity,  made  by  Colonel  Allen  and  Major  Fay  in 
behalf  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  the  obvious  difficulties 
they  represent  in  the  way  of  a  sudden  revolution  where  the  prejudice 
of  a  people  is  so  violent,  demand  some  credit  and  attention ;  yet 
there  is  something  in  their  whole  conduct  so  obseure  and  mysteri- 
ous and  so  very  correspondent  with  opinions  of  approved  loyalists 
who  live  among  them,  that  sanguine  as  I  am  for  the  success  of  this 
business,  I  cannot  help  entertaining  very  unfavorable  suspicions  of 
it.  My  agents  have  at  present  an  interview  with  Major  Fay  agree- 
ably to  his  desire  expressed  in  No.  21.  I  hope  I  shall  be  inform- 
ed of  the  result  before  I  am  obliged  to  dispatch  this  letter.  In 
conformity  to  my  own  sentiments  and  the  request  of  those  loyalists 
in  whose  judgment  I  have  the  most  confidence,  I  have  determined 
to  show  a  strong  detachment  upon  the  frontier  about  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, when  their  Assembly  is  to  meet.  It  will  take  post  at  Crown 
Point  and  remain  there  as  long  as  the  season  will  permit.  I  have 
likewise  directed  that  strong  parties  be  sent  from  Niagara  to  ap- 
pear at  the  same  time  upon  the  Mohawk  River  and  frontier  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  former  if  found  necessary  will  co-operate  with 
parties  from  Crown  Point.  Circumstanced  as  I  am  my  offensive 
views  from  this  province  are  confined  alone  to  that  object.     If  it 

'  Memoir  of  Stark,  262. 
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should  not  produce  the  effect  hoped  for  witli  the  people  of  Vermont, 
it  cannot  fail  to  alarm  and  distress  the  enemy  by  ravaging  the  fron- 
tiers, and  diminishing  their  supplies.  It  will  likewise  be  the 
means  of  drawing  to  the  Royal  Standard  a  number  of  loyalists, 
who  only  wait,  as  they  say,  for  an  opportunity  to  escape  from  the 
oppression  they  labor  under ;  and  if  your  Excellency  should  have 
any  operations  in  view  which  can  be  facilitated  by  this  i-esolution, 
I  shall  feel  an  additional  pleasure  in  having  taken  it.  1  have,  for 
that  purpose,  dispatched  a  messenger  through  tlie  woods  to  com- 
municate my  intention  to  yon. 

The  very  high  respect  1  have  for  the  judgment  of  General  Rob- 
ertson, the  interest  he  must  have  in  the  conduct  of  Vermont,  as  it 
may  affect  the  province  of  which  he  is  Governor,  and  my  personal 
esteem  and  regard  for  him,  induce  me  to  reciuest  your  Excellency 
will  communicate  to  him  my  transactions  with  that  people,  con- 
tained in  my  present  dispatches.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <tc., 
(Signed)  Fred.  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency^  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

Indorsed:  "Copy.  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
K.  B.,  Quel)ec,  27th  September,  1781.     42.'^ 

H.  —  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
(Copy.)  Quebec,  September  28,  1781. 

'  Sir : — By  the  arrival  of  Major  General  Reidesel  I  am  honored 
with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  28d  of  last  July. 

For  Vennont  affairs  I  l)eg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  to  my 
letter  upon  that  subject  whicli  you  will  receive  l)y  this  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  two  large  victuallers  mentioned  by  your  Excellency  to  have 
been  destined  to  replace  the  four  intended  for  this  place,  which 
were  used  at  New  York,  are  not  yet  arrived,  but  my  ("ommissary- 
General  is  made  to  expect  them  this  autumn.  The  plentiful  sup- 
ply I  have  lately  received  will  make  this  delay  of  less  conse- 
quence. 

Agreeably  to  your  Excellency's  and  General  Knyphausen's  de- 
sire, I  send  back  to  New  York  that  part  of  his  Regiment  under 
my  command ;  however  inconvenient  it  may  be  to  me  to  part  with 
troops  of  their  merit,  I  have  a  pleasure  in  gratifying  the  wishes 
of  an  officer  so  distinguished  by  his  services  as  General  Knyphau- 
sen.  In  replacing  this  detachment,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will 
consider  the  acquisition  it  is  to  you,  and  how  much  they  must  be 
missed,  in  a  small  army  widely  dispersed,  composed  in  general  of 
very  inferior  troops.         I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

(Signed)  F.  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency^  General  Clinton, 
23 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


178  The  HcUdimand  Papers. 


H.  —  Report  of  British  Commissioners   fo  Capt.   Matthews,  for 
0-en.  Haldimand. 

(Copy.)  Quebec,  30th  Sept.  1781. 

Sir : — In  behalf  of  B  .  .  .  .  [Geo.  Smythe]  and  ravself, 
[Capt.  J.  Sherwood,]  I  transmit  to  you  (for  His  Excellency's  in- 
formation) our  proceedings  with  the  Vermont  Commissioners. 
Although  the  different  papers  marked  from  No.  to  No.  contain  the 
essential  part  of  our  negociation,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with 
a  few  remarks  of  ray  own,  founded  on  the  closest  observation  and 
scrutiny  that  I  was  able  to  make  on  the  words  and  actions  of 
Messrs.  Allen  and  Fay,  while  I  was  with  them,  Vizt.  I  am  fully 
of  the  opinion  that  Messrs.  Chittenden,  Allen  and  Fay,  with  a 
number  of  the  leading  men  of  Vermont,  are  making  every  exer- 
tion in  their  power  to  endeavour  to  bring  about  a  re-union  with 
government,  and  that  at  least  one  third  part  of  the  populace  sin- 
cerely wished  for  sucli  a  change.  But  I  find  that  Congress  are 
much  alarmed,  and  have  lately  at  great  expense  employed  a  num- 
ber of  emissaries  in  Vermont  to  countci-act  underhand  whatever  is 
doing  for  government.  The  principal  of  those  are  General  Bai- 
ley, Colonels  Chas.  Johnson,  Moron,  [Morey  ?]  Brewster  and 
Major  Childs,  on  Connecticut  River. 

This  junto  of  which  General  Bailey  is  the  soul  are  endeavoring 
to  set  the  populace  against  their  present  leaders  by  insinuating  to 
them  that  they  are  tories,  and  intend  to  sell  Vermont,  <fec.  I  be- 
lieve that  Congress  intend  to  bring  the  populace  of  Vermont  to  a 
general  vote  whether  they  will  relinquish  their  present  claims  or 
not,  at  which  time  they  hope  by  the  influence  of  Bailey's  party 
to  turn  out  the  present  leaders  and  at  least  have  their  own  creat- 
ures appointed  whom  they  will  endeavor  to  support,  by  establish- 
ing a  considerable  force  somewhere  on  the  frontiers  of  Vermont 
next  spring.  Messrs.  Allen  and  Fay  very  sincerely  acknowledge 
to  me  their  embarrassment  and  their  fears  that  the  populace  could 
not  be  easily  gained  and  in  a  very  sensil)le  manner  pointed  out 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  attending  such  an  attempt  while  the 
rebellious  part  of  the  populace,  however  few,  had  reason  to  expect 
so  much  more  assistance  from  the  southward  than  the  friends  to 
government  could  at  present  expect  from  the  northward.  They 
observed  that  so  long  as  these  motives  emboldened  the  former  and 
depressed  the  latter,  there  would  be  but  little  hopes  of  success ; 
they  however  requested  (as  the  last  resource)  that  General  Hald- 
imand would  issue  a  Proclamation,  pointing  out  in  a  very  particu- 
lar manner  the  privileges  he  was  authorized  to  grant  Vermont, 
mentioning  their  extent  of  territory,  the  security  of  their  title  of 
lands  and  charter  privileges  as  near  to  the  former  charter  of  Con- 
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necticut  as  possible  ;  tKe  protection  they  might  expect  against  their 
southern  neighbors  and  the  advantage  of  a  [free]  trade  with  Can- 
ada, Ac,  to  conclude  with  placing  to  their  view  in  soft  but  spirited 
terms  the  evil  consequences  and  misery  which  must  necessarily 
follow  the  refusal  of  such  equitable  and  humane  offers.  This 
Proclamation  they  hoped  would  be  acceptable  to  so  large  a  part 
of  the  people,  that  by  the  ensuing  spring  with  the  assistance  and 
protection  of  General  Haldimand,  they  could  effectually  establish  a 
British  Grovemment.  But  if  this  failed  they  knew  of  no  other 
method  at  present.     I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  A. 

Capt,  Mathews, 
Indorsed :  "  Copy  of  a  letter  from  one  of  the  secret  commission- 
ej-s,  dated  the  30th  September  1781.     (No.  33.)     A." 

H. —  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

Quebec,  1st  October,  1781. 
Sir:  —  The  intelligence,  for  which  I  have  some  days 
October  1.  detained  the  Frigate,  is  at  length  arrived.  My  agents 
are  returned  from  their  conference  with  Ira  Allen  and 
Major  Fay,  and  I  here  enclose  a  continuation  of  their  proceedings 
from  No.  22  to  33.  Those,  and  conversations  (I  am  forbid  to 
commit  to  paper)  which  passed  between  those  gentlemen,  have 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  removed  my  suspicions  of  Allen's  party  ; 
but  I  see,  with  much  concern,  that  the  wished  for  revolution  very 
little  depends  upon  their  interest,  at  least  as  things  are  at  present 
circumstanced.  The  prejudice  of  a  great  majority  of  the  popu- 
lace, and  the  prevailing  influence  of  Congress,  are  too  powerful  to 
admit  of  a  chance,  (within  any  given  time  from  one  to  three 
years,)  by  negociation.  The  leading  men  in  our  interest  advise, 
as  a  last  resource,  my  issuing  a  Proclamation,  confirming  to  Ver- 
mont the  late  assumed  territory  and  other  privileges,  (contained  in 
a  letter  marked  A  ,)  thinking  that  from  the  late  refusal  of  these 
by  Congress,  the  people  may  be  inclined  to  accept  of  terms  from 
Government. 

This  Proclamation  they  desire  may  be  followed  by  a  force  equal 
to  support  the  friends  of  Government,  who  wait  for  an  opportunity 
to  declare  themselves,  aud  to  awe  those  in  opposition.  In  so  criti- 
cal a  juncture,  I  most  sensibly  feel  the  want  of  particular  instruc- 
lions,  fearing,  on  one  side,  to  let  an  opportunity  escape  which  may 
never  be  recalled,  and  on  the  other,  taking  upon  myself  a  de- 
cision of  such  importance.  A  firm  disinterested  Zeal  for  the 
King's  Service  which  has  hitherto,  will,  in  this  instance,  guide  my 
conduct,  and  in  acting  for  the  best  I  shall  hazard  the  consequences 
with  the  generosity  of  my  Royal  Master.     How  far  encroachments 
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by  Vermont  on  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  may  affect  future 
politicks,  I  know  not.  At  present,  I  conceive  them  indiscrimin- 
ately engaged  in  rebellion,  and  if  by  sacrificing  a  part  of  one  to 
the  interest  of  the  other  a  re-union  of  the  most  valuable  with  the 
Mother  Country  can  be  effected,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  the 
attempt.  In  this  faith  I  shall  issue  the  Proclamation,  worded 
with  as  much  caution  as  is  consistent  with  my  hopes  of  its  suc- 
cess. It  is  to  precede  the  detachment,  and  as  the  preparations  to 
receive  it  cannot  be  made  before  the  12th  or  14th  instant,  to  which 
time  the  meeting  of  their  Assembly  is  put  oft',  the  troops  will  nec- 
essarily not  move  so  soon  as  mentioned  in  my  other  letters  to  your 
Excellency. 

Reports  brought  by  my  agents  from  good  authority  respecting 
the  enemy  having  laid  aside  their  intention  against  New  York, 
makes  this  delay  less  painful  to  me. 

Your  Excellency  will  not  understand  that  any  off*ensive  meas- 
ures against  Vermont  are  to  be  undertaken  by  the  detachment 
from  Crown  Point.  On  the  contrary,  QxQry  appearance  of  hostility 
will  be  carefully  avoided,  while  parties  will  be  sent  to  distress  the 
other  frontiers.  It  is  hoped  this  conduct  will  convince  the  people 
of  Vermont  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Oovernment  to  protect  them 
and  facilitate  the  endeavours  of  the  leading  men  in  our  favor  to 
gain  the  populace  in  the  course  of  the  winter  to  make  preparations 
for  a  more  effectual  essay  in  the  spring,  which,  if  mutually  carried 
on,  I  should  hope  might  prove  successful. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <fcc., 
(Signed)  Frederick  Haldimand. 

To  His  Excellency^  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
Indorsed:  '"  4»5.''     Frederick  Haldimand,  <fec.,  Ac. 

H. —  Q-eneral  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 

(Copy.)  Quebec,  2nd  October,  1781. 

Sir : — The  transaction,  of  which  the  particulars  are  here  en- 
closed, was  undertaken  and  is  carrying  on  upon  a  solemn  and 
mutual  promise  of  secrecy,  for  the  performance  of  which,  as  well 
on  my  own  part  as  in  behalf  of  the  agents  I  employ,  I  have  pledg- 
ed my  honor. 

The  service  we  arc  mutually  interested  for  reijuires  1  should 
impart  this  matter  to  your  Excellency,  and  I  do  it  in  perfect  con- 
fidence that  you  will  not  entrust  it  to  the  knowledge  of  any  other 
person,  except  General  Robertson,  to  whom  I  have  in  another  let- 
ter signified  my  wishes  it  should  be  communicated. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be.  A:c., 

Fred.  Haldimand. 
Hii<  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
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H. —  Gen.  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

(Copy.)  Quebec,  October  M,  1781. 

Sir : — I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Your  Excellency  a  sketch 
of  the  Proclamation  mentioned  to  you  in  a  letter  of  this  date.'  I 
persuade^  myself  Your  Excellency  will  have  that  indulgence  for 
me  in  regard  to  it  which  the  necessity  of  the  measure  will  dictate, 
and  that  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  no  other  motive 
could  have  induced  me  in  the  smallest  degree  to  trespass  upon  the 
limits  of  your  command,  a  necessity  to  which  my  local  situation 
has  reduced  me. 

With  respect  to  the  thing  itself,  many  happy,  no  evil  (that  I  can 
foresee)  consequences  can  result  from  it.  Should  it  have  the  de- 
sired effect,  I  need  not  point  the  advantages.  If  it  fails,  the 
boundaries  of  the  Provinces  remain  as  before,  and  the  mysteries 
of  Vermont  will  be  seen  through. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 
(Signed)  F.  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 

H.  —  Form  of  Proclamatiftn  2)f*opoi<ed  by  Gen.  Haldimand. 

Whereas  His  Majesty,  persevering  in  his  humane  endeavours  to 
prevent  the  calamities  of  war,  hath  been  graciously  pleased  to 
grant  unto  me  in  general  terms  |iennissiou  to  treat  with  and  to 
propose  to  His  subjects  in  the  district  of  country  called  Vermont 
such  terms  for  accommodation  as  might  appear  to  me  best  calcula- 
ted to  recall  them  to  their  allegiance  and  to  rescue  them  from  the 
oppression  of  their  interested  deluders,  by  re-uniting  them  upon  a 
i-espectable  and  permanent  footing  with  the  Mother  Country. 
Happy  in  the  prospect  of  being  instrumental  to  so  desirable  an 
event,  I  embrace  this  mode,  as  the  most  public,  of  declaring  to 
the  people  of  Vermont  tliat  upon  their  cordially  and  effectually  re- 
uniting themselves  as  a  government  under  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  they  shall  be  considered  by  the  same  a  separate  province, 
independent  of  and  unconnected  with  every  government  in  America, 
and  will  be  entitled  to  and  shall  enjoy  every  prerogative  and 
immunity  promised  to  the  other  provinces  in  the  proclamation  of 
the  King's  Commissioners,  comprehending  charter  rights  as  form- 
erly enjoyed  by  the  province  of  Connecticut,  tlie  right  of  ap- 
pointing a  governor  excepted,  which  must  rest  in  the  Crown. 

In  order  the  more  effectually  to  remove  every  jealousy  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Vermont  (industriously  infused  by  designing 
men  into  the  minds  of  the  ignorant)  of  Great  Britain's  wishing  to 

*  Probably  referring  to  the  letter  of  Oct.  I.     See  also  letter  of  Oct.  2. 
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deprive  them  of  their  liberty  and  to  curtail  their  interest  bj  limit- 
ing their  possessions,  and  in  order  to  remove  the  injuries  said  to 
have  been  exercised  against  them  by  the  New  York  Governm»^nt 
in  obtaining  grants  of  land  which  had  in  consequence  of  grants 
from  New  Hampshire  been  cultivated  by  the  labour  and  industry 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Green  Mountains,  I  hereby  further  prom- 
ise that  until  such  time  as  His  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  signified 
to  me  or  that  I  shall  have  authority  from  one  of  the  King's  Com- 
missioners (for  which  I  have  already  made  application)  to  con- 
firm to  the  said  people  of  Vermont  their  late  acquisition  of  terri- 
tory together  with  their  landed  property  as  granted  under  New 
Hampshire  vizt:  From  the  north  line  of  Massachusetts  north  to 
the  south  line  of  Canada  and  from  the  Hudson's  River  east  to  the 
Mason  lino,  I  shall  consider  the  same  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
belonging  to  the  Province  of  Vermont,  and  I  shall  afibrd  to  them 
the  same  protection,  privileges  and  immunities  herein  promised  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  original  district. 

A  free  trade  with  Canada  will  likewise  be  granted  and  encour- 
aged, and,  the  more  efifectually  to  protect  the  said  people  of  Ver- 
mont in  their  possessions,  a  co-operative  force  sufficient  for  that 
purpose  will  at  all  times  be  provided  by  the  Crown,  and  the  Ver- 
mont troops  shall  have  every  present  and  future  advantage  in 
common  with  the  provincials  now  serving  with  the  King's  Army. 

Thus,  it  is  hoped,  terms  so  evidently  humane  and  generous  will 
not  leave  a  doubt  remaining  with  the  people  of  Vermont  of  the 
sincere  and  friendly  intentions  of  Great  Britain,  and  dispose  them, 
tho'  late,  to  give  a  virtuous  example  to  their  countrymen  by  ac- 
knowledging, tho'  late,  their  error,  and  putting  a  stop  to  a  ruinous 
and  unnatural  war,  destructive  to  the  harmony  and  mutual  affection 
which,  until  its  fatal  commencement,  constituted  the  happiness  and 
strength  of  both  countries,  and  successfully  defended  their  religion 
and  laws  against  the  i)aneful  influence  of  despotism. 

(Signed)  Given,  A-c,  F.  H. 

H.  —  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  (ren.  Haldimand, 

New  York,  October  2nd,  1781. 

Sir : — I  am  honored  with  your  letters  Nos.  5  and  6,  and  agree 
entirely  with  you  that  Vermont  should  declare  immediately. 

By  letters  of  the  16th  and  17th  ultimo,  from  Lord  Cornwallis, 
he  acquaints  me  that  the  enemy's  fleet,  supposed  to  be  36  sail  of 
the  line  and  one  50,  are  in  the  Chesa[)eak,  and  had  landed  about 
8500  men  to  join  Lafayette,  and  as  Washington  is  gone  thither 
with  those  under  Rochambeaud  and  2000  rebel  troops,  Lord  Corn- 
wallis' situation  is  become  alarming,  which  is  rendered  still  more 
so  by  the  necessary  delays  of  refitting  our  fleet,  which  is  only  28 
sail  of  the  Line  and  3  fifties. 
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All  agree  that  the  only  way  to  succour  his  Lordship  is  by  going 
to  Chesapeak.  I  hope  to  sail  about  the  12th.  Every  exertion 
will  be  made  to  penetrate  and  form  a  junction  with  him.  Should 
that  fail,  a  move  will  probably  take  place  through  Jersey  against 
Philadelphia.  A  very  early  effort  towards  Minisink  going  south- 
ward with  the  season  would  be  of  great  use.  If  Lord  Cornwalli^ 
is  relieved  and  tho  French  fleet  quit  the  Chesapeak,  operations 
will  go  on  in  Chesapeak  all  winter. 

General    Waahington  to  Colonel  Roger  Etios,^ 

Camp  before  York,  Oct.  6, 1781. 
Sir:  —  I  yesterday  received  your  favor  of  the  26th  August, 
and  am  glad  to  find  that  matters  are  like  to  be  accommodated  to 
the  mutual  satisfaction  of  the  people  of  Vermont  and  those  neigh- 
boring states,  whereby  the  strength  of  a  numerous  body  will  be 
thrown  into  the  general  scale,  and  the  enemy  disappointed  in  the 
hope  which  they  entertained  of  separation  of  interests.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  correspond  with  major-general  Heath,  who  com 
mands  the  army  at  the  northward.  It  will  l>e  necessary  also  for 
you  to  keep  a  communication  with  brigadier  Stark,  who  commands 
at  Saratoga  and  in  that  district.  1  am,  &c., 

G.  Washington. 

General  Stark  to  Major- General  Heath.  —  [Extract.]' 

October  8.  I  have  promises,  in  case  of  an  attack,  that  the 
Vermonters  shall  once  more  come  to  my  assistance.  I  am  in 
hopes  to  give  you  an  account  of  a  small  acquisition  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days.  Any  thing  extra  you  must  not  expect,  as  I  am 
only  prepared  to  act  on  the  defensive. 

October  11.  General  Stark  directed  colonel  GansevoQrt  to 
hasten  all  the  troops,  the  enemy  having  passed  lake  George.^  This 
was  incorrect,  but  produced  much  alarm  and  activity  in  prepara- 
tions for  defense.  On  the  12th,  general  Schuyler  wrote  to  Stark 
that  he  had  called  on  colonel  Gansevoort,  and  sent  expresses  to 
every  quarter-  of  the  country  to  hasten  on  the  militia.  Major- 
general  Heath,  on  the  same  day,  sent  up  a  New  Hampshire  regi- 
ment of  the  Continental  line.'* 


*  Washington  Letters,  \\\  State  Department.    *  Memoir  of  Stark,  266. 

*  Clinton  Papers,  No.  4060.    *  Memoir  of  Stark,  271. 
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H.  —  Lord  Q-eorge  Q-ermaine  to  Gen,  Haldimand, 

No.  92.     Oct.  12th. 

The  Minister  says — I  am  anxious  tliat  General  Haldimand  should 
iBceive  my  dispatcli  that  was  intended  to  have  gone  by  the  Cerbe- 
rus, as  it  contained  instructions,  which  by  his  letter  to  you  appear 
to  be  all  that  is  wanting  to  effect  an  accommodation  with  the  Ver- 
mont people,  and  I  scad  you  enclosed  herewith  an  unsealed  dupli- 
cate of  my  letter,  that  you  may  forward  either  the  whole  or 
extracts,  by  such  conveyances  as  you  can  confide  in,  and  if  you 
have  a  proper  opportunity,  acquaint  Ethan  Allen  with  the  King's 
Gracious  intentions  to  make  the  boundary  of  the  New  Province  as 
extensive  as  he  can  desire. 

Indorsed  :  ••'  Extracts  from  the  Minister's  correspondence  re- 
specting Vermont." 

October  15.  In  the  midst  of  the  general  alarm  just  noted, 
colonel  Gansevoort  reported  to  governor  Clinton  that  colonel  Van 
Rensselaer  had  made  a  prisoner  of  a  Mr.  [Samuel]  Fairbanks,  a 
private  of  his  regiment,  but  who  had  been  commissioned  by  Ver- 
mont as  lieutenant-colonel.  This  happened  at  Lansingburgh,  over 
which  Vermont  then  claimed  jurisdiction.  The  report  stated  that 
Fairbanks  escaped,  and  collected  a  party  of  men  at  the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Douglas.  By  order  of  Van  Rensselaer,  this  house  was  sur- 
rounded, when  the  men  in  the  house  fired  and  wounded  two  men, 
and  escaped  the  back  way,  except  one  man,  who  is  a  prisoner.' 

Col,  Samuel  Mobin^on,  of  Vermont  Militia^  to  Gen.  Stark,' 

Bennington,  Oct  16, 1781. 
Dear  General: — I  am  surprised  to  learn  that  the  militia  of  Al- 
bany county  have  no  other  business  upon  their  hands,  at  this  time 
of  general  alarm  and  danger,  than  to  distress  the  inhabitants  of 
Vermont,  as  if  they  considered  the  British  from  Canada  not  suffic- 
ient for  our  destruction,  at  a  time  when  all  our  militia  are  under 
marching  orders,  and  most  of  them  have  already  marched.  This 
they  [the  New  York  authorities]  think  a  proper  time  to  manifest 
their  spite  and  malice.  Part  of  my  regiment  has  marched  to  Cas- 
tleton.  I  shall  this  morning  follow  with  the  remainder.  If  your 
honor  cannot  find  the  militia  of  Albany  some  other  employment, 
I  shall  march  my  regiment  to  that  quarter,  and  try  powder  and 

*  Clinton  Papers,  No.  4071. 

*  Memoir,  cfec.  of  Stark,  275. 
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ball  with  them,  which  I  have  as  well  as  they.     I  pray  your  honor 
to  check  them  if  possible. 

I  am,  dear  general,  your  very  humble  servant, 
ffon.  General  Stark,  Saratoga.  Sam'l  Robinson. 

Gen,  Safford^  of  Vermont  Militia^  to  Gen,  Stark,^ 

Bennin(JTON,  October  17,  1781. 
To  Brif/adier  General  Stark :  Sir:  —  In  consequence  of  your 
request  to  me  of  the  11th,  I  sent  orders  to  the  militia,  now  con- 
sidered in  this  state,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  New  City  [Lau- 
singburgh.]  Lieutenant-colonel  Fairbanks  is  present  with  me, 
and  informs  that,  in  oliedience  to  my  orders,  he  had  mustered  a 
numl>er  of  men  to  march  to  your  assistance  on  Sunday  morning. 
Saturday  evening,  colonel  Van  Rensselaer  came  with  a  party  of 
men  from  Albany,  and  its  vicinity,  and  took  them  prisoners,  broke 
open  their  houses,  and  much  distressed  their  families.  Such  con- 
duct appears  very  extraordinary  at  this  time,  when  every  man 
ought  rather  to  be  employed  in  the  defense  of  his  country,  than  in 
destroying  his  neighbor's  property.  What  colonel  Van  Rens- 
selear  designs,  is  i)est  known  to  himself:  but  it  has  the  appear- 
ance of  preventing  men  going  to  defend  the  frontier  at  this  critical 
moment.  I  have  ordered  one  half  of  our  militia  to  the  north,  and 
the  remainder  I  expect  must  shortly  follow.  The  inhal»itants  of 
this  western  territory  are  willing  to  do  their  duty  under  V^ermont, 
but  are  prevented  by  York.  And  now,  sir,  if  you  judge  it  lies 
within  your  province  to  quiet  those  disorders,  I  must  entreat  you 
to  do  it.  That  we  may  be  united  is  my  sincere  desire.  The  dis- 
pute of  jurisdiction  must  be  settled  between  the  states ;  but  if  such 
conduct  is  persisted  in  before  [such  settlement  by  the  states,]  I 
must  repel  force  by  force,  and  the  hardest  fend  oft'. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  esteem,  your  obed't  serv't, 

Sam.  Sapford. 

While  the  West  Union  wore  this  angry  aspect,  there  was  a  sus- 
picion of  intended  violence  in  the  East.  The  general  assembly 
of  Vermont  had  met  on  the  11th  at  Charlestown,  one  of  the  New 
Hampshire  towns  which  had  united  with  Vermont.  At  this  post 
colonel  Reynolds  was  stationed  with  a  New  Hampshire  regiment, 
which  on  the  10th  numbered  four  hundred  men,  but  by  maj.  gen'l. 
Heath's  order  of  that  date,  two  hundred  had  been  directed  to  join 
Stark,  leaving  that  number  to  defend  the  north-eastern  frontier.' 

*  Memoir  of  Stark,  277.    *  Sayne,  267. 
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It  was  suspected  by  the  Vermonters  that  New  Hampshire  design- 
ed by  this  force  to  prevent  the  sitting  of  the  assembly  at  Charles- 
town,  whereupon  "  the  friends  of  Vermont  advised  the  major  [col- 
onel,] if  he  had  any  instructions  from  New  Hampshire,  which 
were  hostile  to  Vermont  and  the  East  Union,  that  it  would  be  for 
the  sake  of  humanity  advisable  for  him  to  keep  them  to  himself, 
as  his  force  would  not  avail :  this  he  prudently  did,  and  the  as- 
sembly convened  and  proceeded  to  business  without  opposition."' 

H.  —  Extracts:    Proceedings  of  General  Assembly   in   [grand] 

Committee. 

State  of  Vermont, 
Charlestown,  October  16,  1781. 

The  Governor  and  Council  having  joined  the  General  Assembly 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  into  consideration  the  report 
of  the  Hon'ble  Jonas  Pay,  Ira  Allen  and  Bezaleel  Woodward, 
Esquires,  who  were  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  state 
June  last  to  repair  to  the  American  Congress  with  powers  to  pro- 
pose to  and  receive  from  them  terms  for  an  union  of  this  with  the 
United  States,  &c. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 

The  said  agents  laid  before  the  committee  the  several  papers 
exchanged  between  them  and  the  committee  of  Congress. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  res- 
olutions of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  last  August,  and  other  papers 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  said  agents,  and  after  some  time  spent 
thereon, 

Resolved^  That  inasmuch  as  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
7th  and  20th  of  August  last,  did  by  no  means  comport  with,  but 
entirely  preclude,  any  propositions  made  by  our  agents ;  [it  is 
therefore,  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  propositions 
made  by  our  agents]  to  the  committee  of  Congress  on  the  18th  of 
August  last  ought  not  in  future  to  be  considered  as  binding  on  the 
part  of  Vermont. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  state  that  their  thanks  be  returned  to  our  honorable 
agents  for  their  good  services  in  behalf  of  this  state,  in  the  busi- 
ness of  their  late  mission  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

This  committee  recommend  to  the  Legislature,  notwithstanding 
the  late  resolution  of  the  Honorable  the  Congress,  that  they  re- 
main firm  in  the  principles  on  which  the  state  of  Vermont  first 

>F(.  HisL  Col,  Vol.  I,  486. 
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assumed  government,  and  hold  the  articles  of  union  which  connect 
each  part  of  the  state  with  the  other  inviolate.  And  for  the 
further  information  and  satisfaction  of  the  Honorable  the  Con- 
gress and  the  world,  do  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to  publish 
the  following  articles  which  respect  the  admission  of  Vermont 
into  the  Federal  Union,  viz  : 

Articles  of  Union  mth  the  respective  Districts  and  the  Legislature 

of  Vermont, 

That  no  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  give  his  vote  or  use 
his  influence  that  the  independence  of  Vermont  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  arbitrament  of  any  power.  That  whenever  this  state  shall 
become  united  with  the  American  States,  and  there  should  then  be 
any  disputes  about  boundary,  she  will  then,  as  she  ever  proved 
[proposed],  submit  to  Congress,  or  such  other  tribunal  as  may  be 
mutually  agreed  on,  the  settlement  of  any  such  dispute  ; 

And  that  the  impartial  world  may  be  fully  convinced  of  the 
good  and  laudable  disposition  of  Vermont,  and  her  readiness  to 
comply  with  any  reasonable  proposals  for  the  adjustment  of  the 
disputes  respecting  boundary  lines  between  this  and  the  neighbor- 
ing states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  this  committee  fur- 
ther recommend  to  the  Legislature  that  they  make  the  following 
proposals  to  the  said  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York, 
respectively,  that 

Whereas  disputes  have  arisen  between  the  states  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Vermont  relative  to  the  jurisdictional  boundary  lines, 
&c.,  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  being  willing  and 
desirous  to  promote  unity  and  good  accord  between  the  two  states 
respectively  as  far  as  in  them  lies,  do  propose  to  the  Legislature 
of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  that  all  matters  relating  to  the 
aforesaid  dispute  shall  be  submitted  to  five  or  more  judicious,  un- 
prejudiced persons,  who  shall  be  mutually  agreed  on  and  chosen 
by  a  committee  of  [the]  Legislature,  on  the  part  of  each  state 
respectively,  and  that  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont 
do  pledge  each  their  faith  to  the  other  that  the  decision  had  by  the 
persons  so  elected,  being  made  up  in  writing  and  by  the  chairman 
delivered  to  the  Secretaries  of  each  state  respectively,  shall  be 
held  sacredly  binding  on  each  of  the  said  states  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Vermont  forever.  That  an  ofler  of  the  same  tenor  be 
also  made  to  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York. 

This  committee  further  recommend  to  the  Legislature  that  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  of  this  committee  be  officially  transmit- 
ted to  Congress,  after  they  are  properly  revised  by  a  committee  to 
lie  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  that  they  be  enclosed  in  a  suit- 
able letter  under  the  signature  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
and  directed  to  the  President  of  Congress. 
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Resolved,  That  this  committee  advise  that  the  Legislature  rec- 
ommend to  the  authority  in  every  part  of  the  state  that  they 
remain  firm  in  the  support  of  government  and  a  jmnctual  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  notwithstanding  the  various  measures  taken  to 
create  divisions  and  discords. 

State  op  Vermont,  } 

In  (leneral  Assembly,  October  10,  1781.  \ 
The  foregoing  report  was  read,  and 

Resolved,  unaniinously,  That  it  be  accepted. 

Att.  Ros.  Hopkins,  Clerk, 

In  Council  the  same  day  read  and  concurred. 

Att.  Joseph  Fay,  Sec'y. 

Copy  Ex.        Att.         Thomas  Tolman,  Dejy'y  Seey  ' 

Indorsed,  ''  Extracts  of  Vermont  Affairs,  No.  84." 

Oct.  19.  Lord  Cornwallis  surrendered  his  array  to  gen.  Wash- 
ington. 

Oct.  22.  In  General  Assembly:  A  letter  from  Col.  Samuel 
Fairbanks,  directed  to  his  excellency  the  governor,  was  laid  be- 
fore the  house,  informing  that  a  party  of  men,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Van  Rensselaer,  had  taken  a  number  of  men  belonging  to 
the  New  City,  ko..,  and  had  divided  their  party  which  had  met, 
and  one  pariy  taking  the  other  party  of  men  under  his  [meaning 
Col.  Fairbanks']  command,  fired  at  each  other  sundry  times,  and 
wounded  three  of  their  own  party,  itc.'' 

^For  thf  otticiul  record  of  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermcmt, 
Oct.  1(3-19,  17S1,  see  Stute  Papers.  lfMI-l(>2. 

The  foHowiiig  wjii*  omitted  in  the  copy  sent  to  Gen.  Haldiniand  : 

"The  Commissioners  chosen  for  the  above  purpose,  [to  treat  with 
ConHni5»sioners  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York] — the  Hon.  Elislia 
Payne,  Jonas  Fay.  Ira  Allen,  and  Peter  Olcott,  escjuires,  Daniel  Jones, 
esquire,  colonel  Gideon  AVarren,  Phineas  Whiteside,  esquire,  colonel  Ji>- 
scph  Caldwell,  and  Ezra  Styles,  esquire. 

**  Eesohed,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  Commissioners,  that 
they  prepare,  and  make  the  neeessarv  defense  in  the  premises,  and  that 
they  introduce  the  said  matters  to  2^^ew  Hampshire  and  Xew  York,  in 
suc^li  way  as  to  them  sl^all  seem  best." — SUitf  Popers,  HV2. 

*  Assemhh/  Jounud.  177S-1784,  300.  This  seems  to  mean  that  a  New 
York  party  was  holding  Fairbanks  in  the  house  of  Doujjla'^,  and  that  it 
was  this  New  York  party  that  tired  at  the  other  New  York  party  which 
surrounded  the  house.  By  the  report  to  o^ov.  Clinton,  the  tirinj^  was 
charged  to  a  company  in  the  house  under  Fairbanks,  who  escaped  in  the 
confusion  of  their  assailants,  one  man  excepted. 
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Oct.  23.  In  General  Assembly  :  The  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  of  the  treasurer  how  much  paper  currencj  tliere  is  now  in 
circulation,  and  how  much  there  is  in  the  treasury;  and  of  the 
land  committee  how  much  there  is  due  for  lands ;  and  of  the  pay- 
master how  much  there  is  due  to  the  soldiers,  &c.,  brought  in 
their  report,  viz. : 

Th  't  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  amount  of  paper  cur- 
rency in  circulation  is  £21,300 ;  that  there  is  now  due  for  lands 
granted,  £6,835,*  which  will  be  soon  paid  into  the  treasury ;  that 
there  is  nine  hundred  men  in  service,  who  have  received  their  pay 
up  to  the  first  day  of  July,  [and]  that  it  will  require  £10,000 
pounds  to  complete  their  pay  up  to  the  first  of  December.^ 


Oct.  25.  Gen.  Stark  was  informed  by  maj.  gen.  Heath  that  he 
had  requested  maj.  gen.  Lord  Sterling  to  take  the  command  in 
that  department  in  case  of  emergency ;  but  if  the  enemy  did  not 
come  in  force.  Stark  was  to  remain  in  command.^ 

Gren.  Unas  to  Cren,  Stark, '^ 

Head-Quarters,  Castleton,  October  26,  1781. 

Dear  Sir: — Captain  Salisbury  this  instant  returned  as  a  scout 
from  the  Mount  [Indepeodence,J  which  he  left  last  evening.  He 
lay  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  works  the  chief  ])art  of  the  day.  They 
are  repairing  the  fortification  at  [Ticonderoga,]  and  liave  covered 
the  long  barracks.  Nearly  two  hundred  cattle  were  employed  in 
drawing  cannon,  &c.,  from  their  boats.  Behind  the  old  French 
lines  ap[)eared  a  large  number  of  smokes,  where  it  is  supposed  the 
chief  part  of  their  army  is  quartered.  Col.  Walbridge  informs 
me,  by  express,  that  he  has  not  as  yet  made  any  discovery  from 
lake  George  and  that  quarter.  He  has  my  directions,  in  case  of 
any  important  discoveries,  to  make  immediate  returns  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  your  mostobed't  h'bl  serv't, 

Roger  Enos. 

Hon.  Briyadier  Stark. 

A  second  letter,  same  to  same,  of  the  same  date,  confirmed  the 
foregoing  information,  and  added  that  it  was  supposed  the  enemy's 
force  amounted  to  nearly  one  thousand  men. 

^  First  written  "  €,"  and  changed  to  *'  $.'- 
*  Assembly  Journal  1778-1784,  313,  314. 
^  Memoir  of  Stark,  -280.    ♦  Same,  282. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


190  The  Haldimand  Papers. 


H.  —  British  Commissioners  to  Gen.  Haldimand,     Extracts 
concerning  Vermant, 

1781.  27th  October.  The  enclosed  papers  I  received  by  the 
hands  of  *  *  *  who  had  directions  to  deliver  them  privately 
to  me. 

Mr.  A 's  letter,  and  the  manner  of  its  conveyance,  with  the 

correct  account  he  gives  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  serve 
to  convince  me  of  his  sincerity  and  loyal  intentions,  but  I  cannot 
see  anything  in  the  enclosed  papers  to  induce  me  to  think,  with 
him,  that  ''  these  matters  may  yet  crown  our  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations." On  the  contrary,  I  am  much  disappointed  to  find  our 
trusty  friends  *  ♦  *  *  *  are  left  out  of  the  Council  and 
Assembly  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  A 's  messenger  has  not  yet  appeared.  We  cannot  ac- 
count for  the  delay,  for  every  account  we  have  from  Vermont  is 
favorable.  They  have  chosen  Mr.  C.  Governor,  and  their  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  and  Council  are  of  such  men  as  favor  a  re-union  ; 
but  notwithstanding  these  flattering  prospects,  we  do  not  choose 
to  send  His  Excellency's  Proclamatiou  until  we  are  better  able  to 
judge  of  the  acceptance  it  will  meet  with.  This  we  hope  soon  to 
learn  by  pretty  certain  means  we  have  taken  for  that  purpose. 
Colonel  St.  Leger  has  sent  back  one  of  their  scouts,  taken  by  sur- 
prise, witli  a  declaration  signifying  his  amicable  intentions  to 
them.  This  was  an  idea  of  the  Coloncrs,  and  I  think  cannot  fail 
of  having  a  good  effect  at  this  time  if  that  people  have  the  renlot- 
cst  wish  for  a  re-union. 

As  soon  as  I  can  learn  that  the  Proclamation  will  not  be  des- 
pised, r  shall  send  it,  and  wait  as  long  as  the  weather  will  per- 
mit for  an  answer. 

[EXCLOSUUE.] 

(Copy.)     Letter  from     *     ♦     *     *     [i^a  Allen.] 

I  received  yours  of  the  8rd  ultimo,  and  marked  well  the  con- 
tents. You  are  no  doul)t  impatient  waiting  a  return  from  me,  but 
I  must  inform  you  that  every  matter  has  not  operated  as  was  ex- 
pected ;  yet  in  confidence,  and  pursuant  to  my  engagement,  1 
transmit  the  heads  of  facts,  that  you  may  lay  the  same  l)efore  the 
General  for  his  information. 

A  few  days  before  the  present  session,  there  was  news  from  va- 
rious quarters  that  Admiral  De  Grasse  had  arrived  at  Chesapeake 
with  28  Ships  of  the  Line  and  3000  land  forces,  exclusive  of  the 
fleet  at  Rhode  Island,  which  it  is  said  are  gone  to  Charlestown  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  General  Green.  That  Admiral  De  Grasse 
and  the  English  fleet  had  had  a  severe  engagement,  in  which  the 
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English  were  defeated,  and  the  accounts  appear  to  me  so  exag- 
gerated that  I  shall  not  pretend  to  give  you  them.  But  by  the 
New  York  papers  it  appears  that  the  English  were  second  best, 
and  that  the  French  keep  the  Bay,  which  prevents  Lord  Coru- 
wallis'  retreat.  General  Washington,  with  a  division  of  his  allied 
Army,  has  joined  the  Marquis,  who  commanded  in  Virginia,  and 
some  report  that  Lord  Cornwallis  with  his  Army  are  prisoners. 
These  accounts,  whether  true  or  false,  have  their  eflFect  on  the 
people. 

By  the  enclosed  list  of  the  officers  of  government  for  the  present 
year,  and  by  the  mark  of  the  number  of  new  ones,  you  will  see 
there  has  been  a  great  change,  which  in  many  instances  I  find  fa- 
vorable ;  but  these  matters  are  so  delicate,  and  so  many  strangers, 
I  have  not  sounded  them  all  yet.  It  is  to  be  observed  there  are 
spies  from  the  other  states  watching  our  motions.  By  the  enclosed 
extracts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  b  th  Houses,  you 
will  see  how  we  have  dispensed  with  the  resolutions  of  Congress.' 
The  proposals  to  settle  with  the  neighboring  states  we  view  in 
present  circumstances  a  polite  way  of  closing  the  treaty  with 
Congress,  and  which  will  tend  much  to  strengthen  internal  con- 
nections. There  were  but  two  dissenting  votes  in  the  whole.  It 
is  with  regret  I  am  necessitated  to  request  that  you  do  not  send 
the  proposed  proclamation  at  this  time,  as  the  before  recited  south- 
ern accouuts  seem  to  forbid  it  for  the  present,  yet  the  time  will 
come  when  they  will  answer  the  design  intended.  There  is  an 
account  of  Admiral  Digby's  arrival  at  JJew  York,  and  that  he  has 
only  three  ships  of  the  line.  1,  however,  expect  more  favorable 
news  from  the  southward  soon.  Movements  in  these  parts  but  too 
much  depend  on  success  to  the  south,  as  this  people  do  not  feel 
themselves  able  to  oppose  the  world,  which  makes  it  hard  and 
somewhat  dangerous  making  the  first  public  move,  and  to  publish 
these  matters  before  they  are  fully  ripe,  might  at  least  endanger 
the  whole  system  so  well  calculated  for  the  happiness  of  this  peo- 
ple, and  on  which  I  have  placed  my  ambition.  You  may  depend 
this  people  do  not  feel  themselves  under  that  obligation  to  Con- 
gress that  they  once  did,  but  are  losing  sight  of  that  object  fast ; 
and  should  the  General's  patience  hold  out,  and  the  frontiers  not 
l)e  invaded  to  rouse  that  spirit  which  there  has  been  so  much 
pains  taken  to  lay,  these  matters  may  yet  crown  our  most  sanguine 
expectations.  In  full  confidence  of  this,  I  submit  the  whole  mat- 
ter to  those  whose  right  it  is  to  determine.     I  am,  <fec.,       


'  AnUy  186-188. 
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H.  —  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  General  Haldimand, 

Intelligence.        27th  October,  [1781 .] 

As  for  affairs  at  Cornwallis'  arniy  ycHi  must  not  be  offended  if  1 
tell  you  I  cannot  give  you  any  satisfactory  accounts.  Those  I 
have  received  are  such  as  induce  me  to  believe  His  Lordship  is 
very  much  crowded  on  every  side.  How  it  will  turn  out  Lord  on- 
ly knows.     A  short  time  will  determine  the  point. 

As  to  the  disposition  of  the  Vermonters  it  is  almost  as  difficult 
to  satisfy  you  about  them  as  it  is  about  Lord  Cornwallis  for  their 
minds  will  be  actuated  entirely  by  the  southern  affairs.  But  if 
the  leading  men  in  Vermont  should  agree  to  any  thing  that  favor- 
ed Canada  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  the  populace  would  oppose  it. 

I  was  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  July  by  the  Matross 
of  the  artillery. 

There  are  now  no  hopes  of  recovering  the  army  of  the  conven- 
tion by  exchange,  the  rebels  having  had  nothing  in  view  by  the 
negociation  they  proposed  for  that  purpose  but  to  still  the  clamors 
of  their  own  officers  prisoners  with  us.  I  am  disappointed  in  my 
expectations  of  a  re-inforcement  from  tlie  West  Indies.  However 
I  sent  you  three  regiments,  one  of  which  was  British,  which,  had 
they  arrived,  would,  with  the  050  recruits  and  artillery  from 
Europe,  have  amounted  to  rather  more  than  your  demand.  They 
sailed  under  convoy  of  the  Renown,  but  unfortunately  met  with  a, 
violent  storm  which  dispersed  the  fleet  and  damaged  the  ships. 
The  Renown  has  since  returned  here  with  seven  companies  and 
some  convalescents  of  the  44th,  and  some  part  of  the  regiment  of 
Louisburg,  but  the  whole  of  the  regiment  of  Knyphausen  and  the 
remainder  of  the  British  are  missing. 

From  the  present  situation  of  affairs  Georgia  will  be  exposed 
to  great  danger  unless  South  Carolina  is  reduced.  Having  there- 
fore no  alternative  left,  I  shall  detach  a  considerable  armament 
for  that  purpose.  I  hope  your  Indians  will  be  prevailed  upon  to 
threaten  the  frontiers  of  Niagara  in  great  force,  which  will  ope- 
rate in  favor  of  the  southern  move,  while  a  considerable  fleet  may 
probably  be  employed  to  co-operate  in  the  Chesapeake. 

I  have  received  your  dispatches  by  the  Defiance. 

Oct.  27.  Col.  Walbridge  wrote  to  gen.  Stark,  detailiog  in- 
formation received  from  a  deserter,  that  gen.  St.  Leger  arrived  at 
Ticonderoga  on  the  25th,  with  four  gun-boats,  two  ammunition- 
boats,  thirty  batteaux,  a  number  of  shipping,  and  two  thousand 
men.  Ten  batteaux  and  one  whale-boat  were  taken  over  to  lake 
George. 
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Oct.  29.  Lord  Stirling,  at  Albany,  wrote  to  Heath  that  he  and 
Schuyler  were  to  visit  Stark,  who  was  making  repeated  calls  for 
militia ;  but  Lord  Stirling  suspected  the  enemy  would  give  no 
opportunity  for  the  use  of  them. 

Oct.  30.  Gen.  Enos,  at  Castletom,  wrote  to  gen.  Stark  that  he 
had  no  doubt  the  enemy  would  pass  lake  George  for  Stark's  quar- 
ter. "  For  want  of  provisions  [Enos]  has  been  obliged  to  dis- 
charge the  greater  part  of  the  militia  of  Vermont,  which  greatly 
disappoints  my  intended  operations  with  you.  On  Thursday  night 
[Nov.  2]  I  will  be  at  Fort  Ann  with  four  hundred  men,  where  I 
shall  wait  your  directions,  with  intelligence  where  the  enemy  are." 
Wants  ammunition.  The  account  sent  by  Col.  Walbridge  en  the 
27th  was  confirmed.  Not  more  than  four  or  five  hundred  [Brit- 
ish troops]  remained  at  Ticonderoga.  Thinks  the  movement 
made  [via  lake  George]  with  two  or  three  thousand  men. 

St.  Leger  reached  Ticonderoga  on  the  25th  of  October,  and 
about  that  time,  in  a  skirmish  between  British  and  Vermont 
scouts,  sergeant  Tupper,  of  the  Vermont  militia,  was  killed.  It 
was  an  accident,  as  neither  did  St.  Leger  on  the  part  of  the  Brit- 
ish, or  general  Enos  and  colonels  Fletcher  and  Walbridge  on  the 
part  of  Vermont,  intend  to  have  any  violation  of  the  armistice. 
St.  Leger  gave  an  honorable  burial  to  the  body  of  the  unfortunate 
sergeant,  and  sent  his  clothing,  with  an  open  letter  expressing  his 
regret,  to  gen.  Enos.  Liformation  of  this  event  was  sent  by  ex- 
press to  gov.  Chittenden,  at  Charlestown,  and  it  was  received 
about  the  time  of  the  final  adjournment  of  the  general  assembly 
on  the  28th,  together  with  letters  connected  with  the  pending  ne- 
gotiation. While  the  bearer  of  the  letters  was  proclaiming  the 
death  of  sergeant  Tupper  to  an  excited  crowd,  the  letters  were 
duly  prepared  by  Nathaniel  Chipman,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  War,  by  omitting  all  matter  designed  to  be  kept  secret, 
and  were  then  read  to  the  council  and  assembly.  This  ruse  was 
not  a  little  aided  by  a  spirited  by-play,  in  which  Ira  Allen  of  Ver- 
mont and  maj.  [colonel]  Reynolds  of  New  Hampshire  were  parties.' 

» Ira  Allen,  Vt,  Hist  Coll.,  vol.  i.,  436-438.    Early  History,  369-371, 377. 
lAfe  of  (Nathaniel)  Chipman,  37,  38. 
26 
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The  only  act  of  the  general  assembly — Oct.  11-28 — touching 
the  war,  was  an  act  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  provision  for 
the  troops,  to  be  employed  in  the  serrice  of  this  state,  for  the  year 
ensuing.' 

H.  —  Qen,  Jame%  Robertson  to  Gen,  Haldimand. 

October  31,  1781. 

Dear  Sir : — ^Thanks  for  the  furs,  your  letters  and  the  great 
pleasure  I  have  in  being  continued  in  your  friendship. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  about  6000  men  went  on  board  a  fleet 
of  25  sail  of  the  line,  to  try  to  relieve  Lord  Cornwallis.  He  was 
forced  to  surrender  on  the  29th,  [19th]  the  very  day  our  fleet 
sailed.  We  have  not  heard  from  Sir  Henry  nor  of  our  fleet.  Sir 
Henry  and  Mr.  Digby,  who  is  a  secret  Commissioner,  on  their  arri- 
val will  consider  and  answer  the  letters  about  Vermont.  I  will 
willingly  give  up  a  very  good  estate  in  that  country  and  every 
provincial  interest,  to  fix  these  people  in  the  interest  of  the  crown, 
but  I  doubt  this  secret  event  will  defeat  all  your  trouble  and 
pains.  General  Arnold  says  Pere  Ploquet  is  an  inveterate  enemy, 
Jacob  Rove  no  better,  and  indeed  the  gross  of  the  Boston  Traders 
little  better.  He  had  no  friendly  acts  from  any  of  the  noblesse. 
Ever  yours,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

James  Robertson. 

Indorsed,  "  General  Robertson  to  General  Haldimand,  31st 
October,  1781." 

1781.  A  citizen  of  Cambridge  [in  the  West  Union]  suggest- 
November  1.  ed  to  governor  Clinton  an  association  to  resist  the 
Vermonters.* 

H.— EXTRACTS   CONCERNING   VERMONT. 

Col,  St,  Leger  to  Gen,  Haldimand, 

(Copy.)     1781.  Ticonderoga,  2d  November. 

My  letter  to  Mr.  Chittenden  had  the  desired  effect  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people.^  The  most  inflamed  rebels  begin  to  reason 
coolly  and  attend  to  the  voice  of  the  more  moderate,  while  the  well 
wishers  of  Government  took  great  pains  to  give  it  as  extensive  a 
currency  as  possible,  with  their  own  comments. 

H.  —  British  Commissioners  to  Gen,  Haldimand. 

Tycon'a,  2d  Nov. 
Sending  back  the  prisoners   with  the  letter  from  colonel  St. 


*  State  Papers,  440.    *  Clinton  Papers,  No.  4124. 

•  Letter  of  27th  October,  noticed  by  British  Commissioners,  p.  190. 
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Leger  has  been  attended  with  as  much  success  as  could  be  expect- 
ed. The  leading  men  were  much  pleased  with  it,  and  as  soon  as 
the  militia  at  Castletown,  Pittsford  and  Skeencsborough  learned  the 
contents  of  the  letter,  they  returned  to  their  homes,  saying  they 
saw  no  reason  to  risk  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  defence  of 
New  York.  Prom  every  intelligence  that  can  be  obtained,  it  ap- 
pears that  nothing  more  can  be  done  with  Vermont  to  any  eflfect 
until  it  is  known  how  matters  turn  at  Chesapeake,  as  the  attention 
of  these  people  seems  anxiously  fixed  upon  that  quarter.  I  cannot 
but  flatter  myself  that  N.  Y.  and  Vermont  will  soon  Be  at  war 
with  each  other.'  I  am  certain  their  former  enmity  and  jealousy 
will  be  much  augmented  by  the  management  of  the  present  expe- 
dition, sending  back  the  Vermont  prisoners,  &c.,  in  consequence 
of  which  they  have  finally  deaied  General  Stark  any  assistance. 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  few  articles  of  intelligence  just  received 
from  a  friend  on  whom  I  can  depend. 

In  the  Haldimand  Papers,  the  succeeding  letter,  apparently  re- 
ferred to  above,  is  marked  "  Intelligence,"  but  it  was  a  letter  from 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Gen.  Haldimand,  Oct.  27,  1781,  given  ante 
192.  Possibly  Gren.  H's.  secretary  by  mistake  put  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  letter  under  that  head,  and  omitted  the  "  intelligence  " 
sent  as  above  from  Ticonderoga. 

Gen.  Enos  to  Gen,  Stark,^ 

Fort  Ann,  Nov.  2,  1781. 
Dear  Sir : — ^I  arrived  at  this  place  last  evening  with  the  num- 
ber of  men  as  mentioned  in  my  last,  with  five  days'  provisions  of 
beef,  and  one  of  bread ;  was  disappointed  in  every  way  of  pro- 
curing the  latter  article,  of  which  I  am  now  destitute.  I  am 
extremely  sorry  and  much  disappointed  that  you  did  not  furnish 
me  with  the  number  of  cartridges  required.  As  the  Hampshire 
forces  are  destitute  of  ammunition,  I  judge  it  improper  to  proceed 
to  Fort  Edward,  unless  there  shall  be  absolute  occasion.  I  have 
this  instant  heard  a  firing  of  cannon  and  small  arms  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward,3  and  shall  immediately  send  a  scout  to  that  place,  for  intelli- 


*  On  pt^e  132  are  extracts  of  a  letter  charged  to  "Dr.  Smith,"  which  the 
editor  conjectures  meant  George  Smith,  (or  Smythe,  as  Ira  Allen  wrote  it,) 
a  citizen  of  Albany,  a  tory,  and  one  of  Haldimand's  commissioners.  It 
was  evidently  written  to  inflame  governor  Clinton  against  the  Aliens, 
and  so  fer  it  is  in  harmony  with  the  wish  above  expressed.  He  under- 
stood the  significance  of  the  "8th  May." 

'  Memoir  of  Stark,  284. 

•  Probably  in  honor  of  the  capture  of  Cornwallis  and  his  army. 
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gence.     If  no  discovery  of  the  enemy  be  mad^,  I  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  returning  to  Castleton. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,     Roger  Enos. 
Hon.  Brigadier  Q-en.  Stark. 

Nov.  3.  Lord  Stirling  wrote  from  Saratoga  to  maj.  gen.  Heath 
that  there  was  no  appearance  of  an  enemy  that  side  the  narrows 
of  lake  Gteorge,  aud  but  a  few  at  Ticonderoga.  It  being  the 
opinion  of  Stark,  Schuyler,  and  others,  that  there  was  no  longer 
any  necessity  for  the  militia,  they  were  discharged.  The  same  to 
gov.  Clinton.' 

Col.  St.  Leger  had  at  this  time  received  intelligence  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  army  of  Cornwallis,  and  he  at  once  withdrew  his  force 
to  Canada.     Ira  Allen's  statement  was  this : 

The  packet  containing  Colonel  Allen  and  Major  Pay's  letter^ 
was  delivered  at  Ticonderoga  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
About  an  hour  after,  an  express  arrived  from  the  southward, 
which  was  supposed  to  contain  the  news  of  the  capture  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  army ;  for  before  evening,  the  troops,  stores, 
&c.  were  embarked,  and  with  a  fair  wind  returned  to  Canada. 
Thus  ended  the  campaign  of  1781,  with  the  accidental  loss  of  on- 
ly one  man,  on  the  extensive  frontiers  of  Vermont,  exposed  to  an 
army  of  ten  thousand  men ;  yet  she  did  not  incur  any  considerable 
debt.     Such  were  the  happy  effects  of  these  negociations.3 

Nov.  5.  While  the  Vermont  militia  were  retiring  from  the 
western  and  northern  frontiers  to  rejoice  in  the  comforts  of  peace- 
ful homes,  the  adherents  to  New  York  in  the  south-eastern  part 
of  Vermont  were  fomenting  new  troubles  : 

On  the  6th  of  November  1781,  Seth  Smith,  Elijah  Prouty,  Dan- 
iel Shepardson,  and  Hezekiah  Stowell  informed  governor  Clinton, 
by  letter,  of  their  disapprobation  of  the  "  present  basis  of  govern- 
ment" as  established  in  Vermont,  and  of  the  threatenings  with 
which  they  had  been  menaced  by  the  people  of  that  state.  They 
further  declared,  that  "  vast  numbers"  still  held  to  the  state  of 
New  York  and  to  the  authority  of  congress,  but  were  constrained 
to  suppress  their  sentiments  from  regard  to  personal  safety.     In 


*  Clinton  Papers^  No.  4125. 

■  Called  "  Mr.  A 's  letter"  by  the  British  Commissioners — ante  190. 

^HisU  Collect.,  Vol.  i,  438. 
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proof  of  these  statements,  they  referred  the  governor  to  lieutenant 
Israel  Smith,  the  bearer  of  the  letter.' 

Q-eneral  Stark  to  Q-ovemor  Chittenden. 

Saratoga,  Nov.  5th,  1781. 

Sir :  —  Ordered  by  his  excellency,  the  commander-in-chief,  to 
assume  the  command  of  the  northern  department,  and  to  call,  if 
necessary,  upon  the  militia  of  this  state,  [meaning  New  Yqrk, 
though  Vermont  then  claimed  Saratoga,  and  that  town  was  repre- 
sented in  the  Vermont  general  assembly,]  and  those  of  Vermont, 
for  protecting  the  frontiers  of  both  states,  I  have  observed,  with 
great  satisfaction,  the  alacrity  with  which  both  have  taken  the 
field  on  every  requisition  ;  but,  accountable  as  I  am  to  superiors, 
and  inexcusable  as  I  should  be  if  I  neglected  to  advise  them  of 
any  circumstances  which  carry  the  aspect  of  iniquity,  I  wish  to 
receive  the  most  authentic  information  respecting  the  sergeant  of 
the  Vermont  militia  who  was  slain,  and  his  party  captured  by  the 
enemy. 

I  expect  your  excellency  will  enable  me  to  furnish  a  minute 
detail  of  it  to  congress,  by  affording  me  a  perusal  of  the  original 
letter,  which  the  British  commanding  officer  is  said  to  have  written^ 
to  you  upon  the  occasion.  This  will  be  retunied  you  by  a  safe 
hand,  and  a  copy  transmitted  to  congress. 

The  report,  as  brought  to  me,  is  that,  upon  the  party's  arrival 
at  Ticonderoga,  the  British  oflScer  expressed  great  displeasure 
that  the  citizens  of  Vermont  had  been  disturbed  ;  that  he  sent  for 
the  corpse  of  the  deceased  sergeant,  caused  it  to  be  interred  with 
military  honors,  and  then  dismissed  the  captured  party  with  what 
liquor  and  provisions  they  chose  to  carry  away,  and  delivered 
them  a  letter  of  apology  to  your  excellency.  If  this  be  true,  it 
indicates  a  deep  stroke  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  to  raise 
a  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  all  Americans  that  the  Vermonters  are 
friendly  to  them,  or  that  they  really  have  some  encouragement  from 
some  people  in  Vermont. 


*  Eastern  Vermont,  414.  Clinton  Pa][iei'8^  No.  4129.  This  letter  having 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Vermont  authorities,  Seth  Smitli  was  in- 
dicted, at  Windham  county  court,  December  1781,  for  "  conspiring  and 
attempting  an  invasion,  insurrection,  and  public  rebellion"  against  Ver- 
mont, and  for  "attempting  the  aUeration  and  subversion"  of  its  "frame 
of  government  by  endeavoring  the  betraying  the  same  into  the  hands  of 
a  foreign  power" — to  wit,  New  York.  These  grave  charges  so  frighten- 
ed Smith  that,  to  use  his  own  phrase,  "  he  was  obliged  to  appear  to  de- 
part," and  find  shelter  under  the  wings  of  governor  Clinton. — Eastern 
Vermont,  414-419. 
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That  the  principal  portion  of  the  people  of  Vermont  are  zeal- 
ously attached  to  the  American  cause,  no  honest  man  can  doubt ; 
but  that,  like  every  other  state,  it  contains  its  proportion  of  lurk- 
ing traitors,  is  a  reasonable  supposition ;  and  if  these,  by  their 
machinations,  have  brought  upon  the  people  injurious  suspicions, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  the  latter  will  severely  punish  the  miscreants 
as  soon  as  their  misdeeds  are  fully  developed. 

No  exertion  on  my  part  shall  be  wanted  to  eradicate  every  suspi- 
cion injurious  to  the  people  of  Vermont.  Your  compliance  with 
my  request  will  probably  afford  me  one  of  the  means,  and  I  pray 
most  earnestly  your  acquiescence,  that  I  may  detail  the  whole 
business  in  its  true  light. 

I  congratulate  you,  with  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction,  on  the 
glorious  event  which  has  placed  another  British  army  in  our  power, 
which  was  announced  on  the  third  instant  by  a  discharge  o(  four- 
teen cannon,'  and  yesterday  by  that  of  a  like  number  of  platoons, 
in  honor  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 

John  Stark.' 

General  Orders  by  Major-General  Heath. —  [Extract.] 

Headquarters,  Continental  Village, 
November  9,  1781. 
The  general  has  the  pleasure  of  acquainting  the  army  that  the 
enemy  have  been  completely  disappointed  in  their  designs  on  the 
northern  frontiers  of  this  state,  in  consequence  of  the  measures 
adopted  to  receive  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lakes,  in  which  the 
general  is  much  indebted  to  major-general  lord  Stirling,  brigadier- 
general  Stark,  and  the  officers  and  soldiers  both  of  the  regular 
troops  and  militia,  who,  with  great  zeal  and  alertness,  pressed 
forward  to  meet  the  enemy.^ 

H. — Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Gen,  Haldimand. 

New  York,  Nov.  6  [or  12J,  1781. 
Sir : — I  received  your  several  dispatches  by  His  Majesty's  ship 
Garland,  and  as  there  was  a  Packet  upon  the  point  of  sailing  for 
Europe  when  they  arrived,  I  transmitted  to  the  Minister  a  copy 
of  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  October,  of  your  Proclamation,  and 
of  the  letter  marked  A.,  not  having  had  time  to  prepare  copies  of 

*  Note  by  editor  of  Memoir  of  Stark,  —  Vermont  was  not  at  this  time  a 
state.  The  fourteenth  cannon  was  however  fired,  as  a  compliment  to  her 
good  services  in  the  war,  and  a  hope  that  she  might  soon  become  a  state 
of  the  union. 

« Memoir  of  Stark,  285.    » Same,  290. 
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the  whole ;  but  they  shall  be  sent  by  the  next  opportunity,  and 
also  laid  before  Admiral  Digby  (who  is  joint  commissioner  with 
me)  as  soon  ais  he  arrives  in  town. 

You  will  not  expect  more  from  me  by  this  conveyance  respect- 
ing your  measures  with  the  leaders  of  Vermont,  than  a  general 
declaration  of  my  confidence  in  your  endeavours  to  separate  that 
district  from  the  revolt,  and  my  wish  for  its  success. 

The  extent  of  the  expectations  of  the  people  and  of  your  prom- 
ise to  meet  them,  will,  I  apprehend,  make  it  necessary  for  the 
Crown  to  resort  to  Parliament,  for  the  truth  is  that  the  powers  of 
the  present  commissioners  extend  only  to  granting  pardons  and 
restoring  provinces  or  districts  to  the  King's  Peace,  and  this  alone 
is  the  reason  of  my  sending  to  the  Secretary  of  State  these  trans- 
actions, and  I  hope  you  will  find  no  diflSculty  in  preventing  our 
enemies  from  practicing  upon  the  jealousies  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Vermont  before  the  result  of  the  public  deliberation  can  be  trans- 
mitted. 

P.  S.  General  Arnold  says.  Monsieur  du-Calvert,  Pere  Plo- 
quet.  Messieurs  Hay,  Cord,  Freeman  and  Watts  were  friends  to  the 
Rebels. 

Indorsed :  "  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  General  Haldimand,  12th 
November,  1781.     Sent  overland  per  dispatched 

the 

Q-ov,  Chittenden  to  Gen,  Washington.^ 

State  op  Vermont,  Arlington,  14th  November,  1781. 

Sir : — ^The  peculiar  situation  and  circumstances  with  which  this 
state  for  several  years  last  past  has  been  attended,  induce  me  to 
address  your  excellency  on  a  subject,  which  nearly  concerns  her 
interest,  and  may  have  its  influence  on  the  common  cause  of  the 
states  of  America. 

Placing  the  highest  confidence  in  your  excellency's  patriotism 
in  the  cause  of  Liberty,  and  disposition  to  do  equal  right  and  jus- 
tice to  every  part  of  America,  who  have  by  arms  supported  their 
rights  against  the  lawless  power  of  Great  Britain,  I  herein  trans- 
mit the  measures  by  which  this  state  has  conducted  her  policy  for 
the  security  of  her  frontiers ;  and  as  the  design  and  end  of  it  were 
set  on  foot,  and  have  ever  since  been  prosecuted  on  an  honorable 
principle  (as  the  consequences  will  fully  evince,)  I  do  it  with  full 
confidence  that  your  excellency  will  not  improve  it  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  this  truly  patriotic,  suffering  state  ;  although  the  sub- 
stance has  already  been  communicated  by  Captain  Ezra  Heacock, 


» CorrespoTidence  of  the  BevoluUon,  Letters  to  Washingtoii,  Vol.  ni,  440. 
Early  History,  500-603.    Life  of  Chipman,  384. 
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employed  by  Major-Gen.  Lincoln,  by  your  excellency's  particular 
direction,  and  who  arrived  here  with  the  resolutions  of  congress 
of  the  7th  of  August  last,  which  appeared  in  some  measure  faror- 
able  to  this  state. 

I  then  disclosed  to  him  the  measures  this  state  ha^  adopted  for 
her  security,  which  I  make  no  doubt  have  by  him  been  delivered  to 
your  excellency ;  and,  though  I  do  not  hesitate  that  you  are  well 
satisfied  of  the  real  attachment  of  the  government  of  this  state  to 
the  common  cause,  I  esteem  it  nevertheless  my  duty  to  this  state, 
and  the  common  cause  at  large,  to  lay  before  your  excellency,  in 
writing,  the  heretofore  critical  situation  of  this  state,  and  the  man- 
agement of  its  policy,  that  it  may  operate  in  your  excellency's  mind 
as  a  barrier  against  the  clamorous  aspersions  of  its  numerous,  and 
in  many  instances,  potent  adversaries. 

It  it  the  misfortune  of  this  state  to  join  on  the  province  of  Que- 
bec and  the  waters  of  the  Lake  Champlain,  which  affords  an  easy 
passage  for  the  enemy  to  make  a  descent  with  a  formidable  army 
on  its  frontiers,  and  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  several  states  of 
New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts,  who  have  sever- 
ally laid  claims  in  part  or  in  whole,  to  this  state,  and  who  have 
used  every  art  which  they  could  devise  to  divide  her  citizens,  to 
set  congress  against  her,  and  finally  to  overturn  the  government 
and  share  its  territory  among  them.  The  repeated  applications 
of  this  state  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States  to  be  admitted 
into  the  federal  union  with  them,  upon  the  liberal  principles  of 
paying  a  just  proportion  of  the  expenses  of  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  have  been  rejected,  and  resolutions  passed  ex  parte  tend- 
ing to  create  schisms  in  the  state,  and  thereby  embarrass  its  eflForts 
in  raising  men  and  money  for  the  defense  of  her  frontiers,  and  dis- 
countenancing the  very  existence  of  the  state.  Every  article  be- 
longing to  the  .United  States,  even  to  pickaxes  and  spades,  has 
been  by  continental  commissaries  ordered  out  of  this  state,  at  a 
time  when  she  was  erecting  a  line  of  forts  on  her  frontiers.  At 
the  same  time  the  state  of  New  York  evacuated  the  post  of  Skenes- 
borough  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  exposing  this  stote  to  the  rav- 
ages of  the  common  enemy. 

The  British  ofiicers  in  New  York,  being  acquainted  with  the 
public  disputes  between  this  and  the  claiming  states,  and  between 
congress  and  this  state,  made  overtures  to  Gen.  Allen,  in  a  letter, 
projecting  that  Vermont  should  be  a  colony  under  the  crown  of 
England,  endeavouring,  at  the  same  time,  to  draw  the  people  of 
Vermont  into  their  interest.  The  same  day  Gen.  Allen  received 
this  letter  (which  was  in  August  [or  last  of  July]  1780,)  he  laid 
it  before  me  and  my  council,  who,  under  the  critical  circumstances 
of  the  state,  advised  that  no  answer,  either  oral  or  written,  should 
be  returned,  and  that  the  letter  should  be  safely  deposited  till  fur- 
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iher  consideration,  to  which  Gen.  Allen  consented.  A  few  months 
after,  he  received  a  second  letter  from  the  enemy,  and  the  same 
council  advised  that  Gen.  Allen  should  send  both  letters  to  con- 
gress inclosed  in  a  letter  under  his  signature ;  which  he  did,  in 
hopes  that  congress  would  admit  Vermont  into  the  Union ;  but 
they  had  not- the  desired  effect. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  1780,  the  British  made  a  descent  up  the 
Lake  Champlain,  and  captured  the  Forts  George  and  Anne,  and 
appeared  in  force  on  the  lake.  This  occasioned  the  militia  of  this 
state,  most  generally,  to  go  forth  to  defend  it.  Thus  the  militia 
were  encamped  against  the  enemy  near  six  weeks  when  Gen.  Al- 
len received  a  flag  from  them,  with  an  answer  to  my  letter  dated 
the  preceding  July'  to  Gen.  Haldimand,  on  the  subject  of  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners.  The  flag  delivered  a  letter  to  G^n.  Allen, 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  enemy,  who  were  then  at 
Crown  Point,  with  proposals  for  a  truce  with  the  state  of  Vermont, 
during  the  negotiating  the  exchange  of  prisoners.  General  Allen 
sent  back  a  flag  of  his  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  British, 
agreeing  to  the  truce,  provided  he  would  extend  the  same  to  the 
firoiltier  posts  of  the  state  of  New  York,  which  was  complied  with, 
and  a  truce  took  place,  which  lasted  about  three  weeks.  It  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  military  prowess  of  the  militia  of  this  state, 
and  the  including  the  state  of  New  York  in  the  truce,  that  Albany 
and  Schenectady  did  not  fall  a  sacrifice  to  the  ambition  of  the 
enemy  that  campaign. 

Previous  to  tlie  retiring  of  the  enemy  into  winter  quarters.  Col. 
Allen  and  Major  Fay  were  commissioned  to  negotiate  the  proposed 
exchange  of  prisonei-s.  They  proceeded  so  far  as  to  treat  with  the 
British  commissioners  on  the  subject  of  their  mission,  during  which 
time  they  were  interchangeably  entertained  with  politics,  which 


*  This  would  be  admitted  as  strong  record  evidence  against  the  theory 
on  pages  62-66,  but  for  the  editor's  conviction  that  Ira  Allen  was  the 
author  of  the  letter  to  Washington  of  November  14, 1781.  The  Council, 
of  which  Allen  was  a  member,  held  a  special  session  on  that  day,  and  the 
style  of  the  letter  ia  unmistakably  Allen's.  Compare  this  letter  with  Al- 
len's statement  of  the  same  events  in  his  history,  and  particularly  with 
Allen's  letter  to  colonel  Lee,  written  on  the  8th  of  December,  1781,  and 
the  defense  of  the  East  and  West  Unions.  This  must  have  been  written 
about  the  same  time,  since  it  was  printed  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  Janu- 
ary 1782.  Striking  resemblances  will  be  found,  not  only  in  grammatical 
construction  and  in  sentences  of  the  letters  to  Washington  and  Lee,  but 
in  entire  paragraphs  of  the  Washington  letter  and  the  Defense.  Ethan 
was  of  the  commitee  on  the  Defense,  but  Ethan  and  Ira  were  co-workers. 
— See  post. 
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they  treated  in  an  affable  manner,  as  I  have  been  told.  But  no 
cartel  was  settled,  and  the  campaign  ended  without  the  effusion 
of  blood. 

The  cabinet  council,  in  the  course  of  the  succeeding  winter, 
finding  that  the  enemy  in  Canada  were  about  seven  thousand  strong, 
and  that  Vermont  must  needs  be  their  object  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign, circular  letters  were  therefore  sent  from  the  supreme  ex- 
ecutive authority  of  this  state  to  the  claiming  states  before  men- 
tioned, demanding  of  them  to  relinquish  their  claims  to  this  state, 
and  inviting  them  to  join  in  a  solid  union  and  confederation  against 
the  common  enemy.  Letters  were  also  sent  to  your  excellency 
and  to  the  states  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island.  Each  of  these 
letters  stated  the  extreme  circumstances  of  this  stale,  and  implored 
their  aid  and  alliance,  giving  them  withal  to  understand,  that  it 
was  out  of  the  power  of  this  state,  to  lay  in  magazines,  and  sup>- 
port  a  body  of  men,  sufficient  to  defend  this  state  against  the  force 
of  the  enemy.  But  to  these  letters  there  has  been  no  manner  of 
answer  returned. 

Prom  all  which  it  appeared  that  this  state  was  devoted  to  de- 
struction by  the  sword  of  the  common  enemy.  It  Pi)peared  to  be 
the  more  unjustifiable,  that  the  state  of  Vermont  s  hould  be  thus 
forsook,  inasmuch  as  her  citizens  struck  the  first  offensive  blow 
against  British  usurpation,  by  putting  the  continent  in  possession 
of  Ticonderoga,  and  more  than  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon ; 
with  Crown  Point,  St.  Johns,  and  all  Lake  Champlain  ;  their  ex- 
ertions in  defeating  Gen.  Carlcton  in  his  attempt  to  raise  the  seige 
of  St.  Johns ;  their  assisting  in  penetrating  Canada ;  their  valor 
in  the  battles  of  Hubbardton,  Bennington,  and  at  the  landing  near 
Ticonderoga ;  assisting  in  the  capture  of  Gen.  Burgoyne ;  and  by 
being  the  principal  barrier  against  the  power  of  the  enemy  in 
Canada  ever  since. 

That  the  citizens  of  this  state  have  by  nature  an  equal  right  to 
liberty  and  independency  with  the  citizens  of  America  in  general, 
cannot  be  disputed.  And  that  they  have  merited  it  from  the  Un- 
ited States  by  their  exertions  with  them  in  bringing  about  the  pres- 
ent glorious  revolution,  is  as  evident  a  truth  as  any  other,  which 
respects  the  acquired  right  of  any  community. 

Generosity,  merit,  and  gratitude,  all  conspire  in  vindicating  the 
independence  of  Vermont.  But  notwithstanding  the  arguments, 
which  have  been  exhibited  in  sundry  pamphlets  in  favor  of  Ver- 
mont, and  which  have  been  abundantly  satisfactory  to  the  impar- 
tial part  of  mankind,  it  has  been  in  the  power  of  her  external  ene- 
mies to  deprive  her  of  union,  confederation,  or  any  equal  advant- 
age in  defending  themselves  against  the  common  enemy. 

The  winter  was  thus  spent  in  fruitless  attempts  to  form  allian- 
ces, but  no  advantages  were  procured  in  favor  of  this  state,  except 
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that  Massachusetts  withdrew  her  claim,  on  condition  that  the  Un- 
ited States  would  concede  the  independence  of  Vermont;  but  that 
if  they  would  not,  they  would  have  their  snack  at  the  south  end 
of  its  territory.  Still  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  are  strenu- 
ously opposed  to  the  independence  of  Vermont ;  and  every  strata- 
gem in  their  power,  to  divide  and  subdivide  her  citizens,  are  ex- 
erted, imagining  that  their  influence  in  congress  and  the  certain 
destruction,  as  they  supposed,  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  by 
the  common  enemy,  could  not  fail  of  finally  accomplishing  their 
wbhes. 

Tn  this  juncture  of  affairs,  the  cabinet  of  Vermont  projected  the 
extension  of  their  claim  of  jurisdiction  upon  the  states  of  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York,  as  well  to  quiet  some  of  their  own  in- 
ternal divisions  occasioned  by  the  machinations  of  those  two  gov- 
ernments, as  to  make  them  experience  the  evils  of  intestine  broils, 
and  strengthen  this  state  against  insult.  The  legislature,  accord- 
ingly, extended  their  jurisdiction  to  the  eastward  of  Connecticut 
river  to  the  old  Mason  line,  and  to  the  westward  to  Hudson's  riv- 
er ;  but,  in  the  articles  of  Union,  referred  the  determination  of 
the  boundary  lines  of  Vermont,  and  the  respective  claiming  states, 
to  the  final  deceision  of  congress,  or  such  other  tribunal  as  might 
be  mutually  agreed  on  by  the  contending  governments.'  These 
were  the  principal  political  movements  of  the  last  winter. 

The  last  campaign  opening  with  a  gloomy  aspect  to  discerning 
citizens  of  this  state,  being  destitute  of  adequate  resources,  aud 
without  any  alliance,  and  from  its  local  situation  to  Canada,  ob- 
liged to  encounter  the  whole  force  of  that  province,  or  give  up  its 
claim  to  independence  and  run  away,  Vermont  being  thus  driven 
to  desperation  by  the  injustice  of  those  who  should  have  been  her 
friends,  was  obliged  to  adopt  policy  in  the  room  of  po^er.  And 
on  the  first  day  of  May  last,  Col.  Ira  Allen  was  sent  to  Canada  to 
further  negotiate  the  business  of  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  who 
agreed  on  a  time,  place,  and  other  particulars  relating  to  an  ex- 
change. While  he  was  transacting  that  business,  he  was  treated 
with  great  politeness  and  entertained  with  political  matters,  which 
necessity  obliged  him  to  humor,  in  that  easy  manner  that  might 
save  the  interest  of  this  state  in  its  extreme  critical  situation,  and 
that  its  consequences  might  not  be  injurious  to  the  United  States. 
The  plan  succeeded,  the  frontiers  of  this  state  were  not  invaded ; 
and  Lord  George  Germaine's  letter  wrought  upon  congress  and 


*  As  Vermont  utterly  refused  to  submit  the  question  of  her  independ- 
ence to  congress,  she  really  had  nothing  to  submit,  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  Oct  2, 1779,  until  the  East  and  West  Unions  hftd  been  effected. 
By  these,  questions  of  boundary  were  created^  which  Vermont  was  wil- 
ling to  refer  to  cojQgress. 
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» 
procured  that  from  them,  which  the  public  virtue  of  this  people 
could  not. 

In  the  month  of  July  last,  Maj.  Joseph  Fay  was  sent  to  the  Brit- 
ish shipping,  on  Lake  Champlain,  who  completed  an  exchange  of 
a  number  of  prisoners,  who  were  delivered  at  Skenesborough  in 
September  last;  at  which  time  and  place  Col.  Allen  and  Maj.  Fay 
had  a  conference  with  the  British  commissioners.  And  no  dam- 
age, as  yet,  had  accrued  to  this,  or  the  United  States  from  this 
quarter.  And  in  the  month  of  October  last,  the  enemy  appeared 
in  force  at  Crown  Point,  and  Ticondcroga ;  but  were  manoeuvred 
out  of  their  expedition,  and  are  returned  into  winter  quarters  in 
Canada,  with  great  safety,  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was 
spoken  by  the  prophet,  '1  will  put  my  hook  intheir  nose  and  turn 
them  back  by  the  way  which  they  came,  and  they  shall  not  come 
into  this  city  (alias  Vermont)  saith  the  Lord.' 

It  remains  that  I  congratulate  your  excellency,  and  participate 
with  you  in  the  joy  of  your  capturing  the  haughty  Cornwallis  and 
his  army ;  and  assure  your  excellency  that  there  arc  no  gentle- 
men in  America,  who  enjoy  the  glorious  victory  more  than  the  gen- 
tlemen of  this  state,  and  him  who  has  the  honor  to  subscribe  him- 
self your  excellency's  devoted  and 

Most  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Chittenden. 

Governor  Ohittenden  to  G-eneral  Stark, 

Ahlin(}ton,  November  14th,  1781. 

Dear  Q-eneral:  —  Your  kind  favor  of  the  6th  inst.  was  received 
on  the  10th,  but  through  the  extreme  hurry  of  business,  and  for 
wamt  of  a  proper  conveyance,  I  have  neglected  to  answer  till  now. 

The  particular  account  you  have  requested  me  to  send  you  in 
regard  to  the  slain  sergeant  of  the  Vermont  militia,  and  the  re- 
turn of  the  party  with  him,  who  were  discharged  by  the  British 
officer  commanding,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  his 
excellcEcy,  general  Washington,  together  with  every  other  public 
movement  in  this  vicinity,  that  in  any  manner  relates  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  independent  states  of  America.  This  I  doubt  not  will 
be  satisfactory. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  return  my  thanks  for  the  honor  done 
this  state,  by  your  directing  the  discharge  of  the  fourteenth  can- 
non, on  your  late  public  day  of  rejoicing,  occasioned  by  the  cap- 
ture of  lord  Cornwallis  and  his  army.  A  like  day  will  probably 
be  observed  in  this  state  on  the  same  occasion. 
I  am,  dear  general, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

Brigadier-general  Stark.  Thos.  Chittenden. 
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Proceedimjs  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York. 
Nov.  15-19.  The  Senate  and  Assembly  of  New  York  adopted 
a  series  of  resolutions,  setting  forth  elaborately  the  claim  of  New 
York  to  Vermont,  and  the  pledges  and  obligations  to  New  York 
of  Congress  ;  and  further  and  specially  complaining  that  Vermont 
had  not  only  rebelled  against  the  authority  of  New  York  within 
the  territory  originally  claimed,  but,  in  contempt  of  Congress, 
had  set  up  jurisdiction  over  a  part  of  the  ancient  limits  of  New 
York.  The  document  entire  may  be  found  in  Vermont  State 
Papers,  pages  163-166.  The  following  is  the  part  relating  par- 
ticularly to  the  then  policy  of  Vermont  : 

The  revolted  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  having  arbitrarily 
erected  themselves  into  a  separate  and  independent  state,  unrecog^ 
nized  as  such,  until  this  day,  by  this  state,  or  the  other  United 
States,  and,  having  framed  a  government,  they  have  passed  laws, 
granted  lands,  and  exercised  civil  and  military  authority  over  the 
persons  and  property  of  those  inhabitants,  who  profess  themselves 
to  be  subjects  of  this  state,  in  manifest  subversion  of  the  right  of 
sovereignty  and  property  of  this  stat6,  and  in  direct  contempt  and 
infringement  of  several  acts  of  Congress :  that,  although  they  had 
contented  themselves  with  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  principally 
up  to  a  line  running  nearly  parallel  to  Hudson's  river,  at  twenty 
miles  distant  therefrom,  until  the  month  of  June  last:  yet,  at  that 
time,  notwithstanding  the  censure  and  prohibition  of  Congress, 
and  in  contempt  of  their  recommeudatian  and  authority,  by  an  act 
of  their  usurped  government,  they  extended  a  jurisdictional  claim 
over  all  the  lands  situate  north  of  the  north  line  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  and  extending  the  same  to  Hudson's  river,  then 
east  of  the  centre  of  the  deepest  channel  of  said  river,  to  the  head 
thereof,  from  thence  east  of  a  north  line,  being  extended  to  lati- 
itude  forty  live  degrees,  and  south  of  the  same  line,  including  all 
the  lands  and  waters  to  the  place  where  the  said  pretended  state 
then  assumed  to  exercise  jurisdiction  ;  inserting,  at  the  same  time, 
in  their  said  said  act,  a  clause  not  to  exercise  jurisdiction  within 
their  jurisdictional  claims,  for  the  time  being:  that,  of  all  these 
matters  Congress  have  been  fully  apprised,  and  though  repeatedly 
solicited  thereto,  by  the  delegates  of  this  state,  have  not,  hitherto, 
made  any  decision  and  determination  of  the  said  controversy,  ac- 
cording to  equity,  as  by  their  said  act  of  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  they 
pledged  themselves,  and  by  the  law  of  this  state  they  were  author- 
ised to  do :  that,  to  put  an  end  to  this  delay,  so  injurious  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  state,  so  subversive  of  its  interests,  peace  and 
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policy,  so  proraotire  of  a  repetition  of  those  violent  acts  of  usurped 
civil  and  military  authority,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress, 
declared  in  their  resolution  of  the  second  of  October,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  were  highly  unwarrantable  and  subver- 
sive of  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  from  which 
they  require  the  people  inhabiting  the  said  grants  to  desist,  until 
the  decision  and  determination  of  Congress  in  the  premises,  they 
have  actually  presumed  to  exercise  sovereign  authority  and  juris- 
diction, to  the  full  extent  of  their  said  jurisdictional  claim,  by  ap- 
pointing civil  and  military  officers,  making  levies  of  men  and 
money,  rescuing  delinquents  from  the  hands  of  justice  of  this  state, 
at  the  expense  of  the  blood  and  the  loss  of  the  life  of  one  of  the 
subjects  of  this  state,  in  the  execution  of  his  lawful  duty,  and  for- 
bidding the  officers  of  justice  of  this  state  to  execute  their  offices, 
as  appears  from  the  papers  attendant  on  his  Excellency  the 
Governor's  speech,  and  other  due  information  ;  that,  among  these, 
to  shew  the  actual  exercise  of  jurisdiction  by  the  usurped  govern- 
ment of  the  said  grants,  by  the  stile  and  title  of  the  state  of  Vermont, 
over  the  territory  contained  wnthin  the  said  jurisdictional  claim, 
is  the  copy  of  a  certain  proclamation,  bearing  date  the  eighteenth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  purport- 
ing to  be  under  the  seal  of  the  said  pretended  state,  signed  by 
Thomas  Chittenden,  who  stiles  himself  their  governor,  which, 
after  divers  falsities  and  absurdities  therein  contained,  asserts  that 
commissions,  both  civil  and  military,  had  then  been  lately  issued 
by  the  supreme  authority  of  the  said  pretended  state,  to  persons 
chosen  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  customs  thereof,  in  the  several 
districts  and  corporations  within  the  limits  of  the  above  mentioned 
western  or  jurisdictional  claim  ;  strictly  requires,  charges  and 
commands  all  persons,  of  whatsoever  quality  or  denomination,  re- 
siding within  the  said  western  claim  of  jurisdiction,  to  take  du©  no- 
tice of  the  laws  and  orders  of  the  said  pretended  state,  and  to  gov- 
ern themselves  accordingly,  on  pain  of  incurring  the  penalties 
therein  contained  ;  and  strictly  requires,  charges  and  commands 
all  magistrates,  justices  of  the  peace,  sheriffs,  constables,  and  all 
other  civil  and  all  military  officers,  to  be  active  and  vigilant  in 
executing  the  laws  aforesaid,  without  partiality. 

Resolved^  That  the  Legislature  of  this  state  is  greatly  alarmed 
at  the  evident  intention  of  Congress,  from  political  expedience^  as 
it  is  expressed  in  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of 
Congress,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  this  state,  of  the  8th 
of  August  last,  and  as  is  evinced  in  their  acts  of  the  7th  and  20th 
of  the  same  month,  enclosed  therein,  to  establish  an  arbitrary 
boundary,  whereby  to  exclude  out  of  this  state  the  greatest  part 
of  territory  described  in  the  second  resolution  above  mentioned, 
belonging,  most  unquestionably,  to  this  state,  as  part,  parcel  and 
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member  thereof,  and  to  erect  such  dismemberment,  possessed  by 
the  revolted  subjects  of  this  state,  into  an  independent  state,  and, 
as  such,  to  admit  them  into  the  foederal  union  of  these  United 
States ;  especially  as  the  two  last  mentioned  acts  seem  to  express 
the  sense  of  Congress,  that  the  territories  of  this  state,  by  the  ar- 
ticles of  confederation  are,  and,  as  in  fact  and  truth  they  are,  by 
the  second  and  tliird  articles  thereof,  guaranteed,  and  still  more 
especially,  as  by  a  proviso  in  the  ninth  article,  it  is  provided  that 
no  state  shall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States. 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Legislature,  that  Congress 
have  not  any  authority,  by  the  articles  of  confederation,  in  any  wise, 
to  intermeddle  with  the  former  territorial  extent  of  jurisdiction  or 
property  of  either  of  these  United  States,  except  in  cases  of  dis- 
putes concerning  the  same,  between  two  or  more  states  in  the 
union,  nor  to  admit  into  the  union,  even  any  British  colony,  except 
Canada,  without  the  consent  of  nine  states,  nor  any  other  state 
whatsoever,  nor,  above  all,  to  create  a  new  state,  by  dismember- 
ing one  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  without  their  universal 
consent. 

Resolved^  That  in  case  of  any  attempt  by  Congress  to  carry 
into  execution  their  said  acts  of  the  seventli  and  twentieth  of  Au- 
gust last,  this  Legislature,  with  all  due  deference  to  Congress,  are 
bound,  in  duty  to  their  constituents,  to  declare  the  same  an  as- 
sumption of  power,  in  the  face  of  the  said  act  of  submission  of 
this  state,  and  against  the  clear  letter  and  spirit  of  the  second, 
third,  ninth  and  eleventh  articles  of  the  confederation,  and  a  man- 
ifest infraction  of  the  same ;  and  do,  therefore,  hereby  solemnly 
protest  against  the  same. 

H.  —  Gen.  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

(Copy.)  Quebec,  November  loth,  1781. 

Sir : — I  have  requested  Capt.  Inglis,  commander  of  II.  M.  ship 
Pandora  (on  a  cruise  to  the  southward),  to  deliver  to  Your  Ex- 
cellency this  dispatch.  By  the  Garland  Frigate  I  had  the  honor 
of  communicating  to  you  at  large  my  transactions  with  the  people 
of  Vermont.  I  hope  the  safe  arrival  of  that  dispatch  has  made 
duplicates  unnecessary,  as  I  have  not  time  at  present  to  prepare 
them  ;  but  lest  a  misfortune  should  have  happened  to  the  Garland, 
I  herewith  send  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  dated  1st  of  October, 
which  Avill  give  Your  Excellency  a  general  idea  of  the  situation 
of  the  Vermont  affair  and  of  my  intentions  at  that  time  which  are 
at  present  in  execution,  but  which  I  am  sorry  to  find  must  have 
been  expected  by  Vermont  from  Lord  G.  Germaine's  letter  No. 
77,  to  your  Excellency  of  the  7th  of  last  February,  which  by 
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some  strange  fatality  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.  It  is  ea^y  to 
imagine  the  advantage  that  might  be  taken  of  this  circumstance  by 
an  artful  people  who  are  acquainted  from  such  good  authority  with 
the  consequence  of  which  they  are  considered  in  the  political  scale. 

Enclosed  are  extracts,  &c.,  lately  received  faom  my  agents  for 
that  business.  By  these  you  will  perceive  they  have  not  found 
the  minds  of  the  people  suflSciently  prepared  to  receive  the  Proc- 
lamation eventually  to  be  issued,  though  no  change  has  appeared 
in  the  favorable  dispositions  of  the  leading  men  who  profess  their 
wishes  for  a  re-union.  The  interests  of  these  people  so  much  de- 
pend upon  the  turn  aflFairs  will  take  in  the  Chesapeake,  the  state 
of  which  I  have  not  the  least  knowledge  of,  except  by  rebel  pa- 
pers which  accidentally  fell  into  my  hands,  that  until  they  are 
decided  it  cannot  be  expected  they  will,  however  well  disposed, 
ultimately  declare  themselves,  should  that  event  prove  favorable, 
but  not  till  then.  I  have  reason  to  expect  from  the  train  in  which 
things  are,  that  Vermont  will  decide  for  and  take  an  active  part 
with  Government,  which  will  open  a  field  for  future  considera- 
tion ;  but  if  unfortunately  the  contrary  should  happen,  adieu  to 
all  hopes  of  negotiation,  for  the  populace,  already  enthusiastic, 
will  ne^er  be  gained  by  persuasion.  The  season  being  so  far  ad- 
vanced, I  every  day  look  for  the  return  of  the  detachments  from 
the  frontiers.  My  anxiety  to  learn  the  situation  of  affairs  to  the 
southward  induced  me  to  dispatch  a  messenger  to  your  Excellency 
overland.  He  left  this  yesterday,  and  will  I  hope  arrive  safe.  I 
shall  anxiously  wait  his  return,  tho'  I  have  every  day  hopes  of 
being  honored  with  a  dispatch  from  your  Excellency.  I  have 
lately  had  the  mortification  to  learn  that  the  principal  channels  I 
have  used  to  convey  dispatches  and  procure  intelligence  are  almost 
entirely  broken  up,  in  so  much  that  whole  settlements  have  been 
removed  at  a  time  across  the  N.  River,  owing  to  the  imprudence 
of  recruiting  parties  of  the  corps  of  loyalists,  and  discoveries  by 
emissaries,  and  the  desertion  of  rebel  prisoners  enlarged  upon 
parole.  This  will  make  our  intercourse  still  less  frequent  tlian  it 
is,  and  I  have  to  request  your  Excellency,  should  you  have  any 
matter  of  import  to  communicate  to  me,  that  you  will  send  dupli- 
cates by  way  of  Niagara,  or  to  strike  upon  Carleton  Island,  for 
tho'  more  tedious,  it  is  at  present  the  most  certain  route. 

Herewith  enclosed  a  duplicate  of  a  cypher  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  propose  to  your  Excellency  by  the  Garland  Frigate. 

The  trade  fleet  and  victualling  transports,  under  convoy  of  the 
Dedalus,  Brune,  and  Hind  Frigates,  sailed  from  hence  the  25th 
ulto.  and  have  been  put  back  twice  by  adverse  winds  to  the  Island 
of  Bie,  where  they  now  are. 

(Signed)  Frederick  Haldimand. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
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Indorsed :  "  Copy  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
Quebec,  15th  November,  1781."  "  48." 

General  Stark ^  at  Saratoga^  to  Major-  General  Heath,  —  [Abstract 

and  extracts.] 

November  29.  No  wood  to  be  had  without  going  one  mile  and  a 
half  for  it.  Materials  for  clothing  are  to  be  sent,  but  "  there  is 
but  one  tailor  in  the  New  Hampshire  line,  and  he  a  drunken  ras- 
cal, that  could  hardly  be  compelled  to  make  three  coats  in  a  win- 
ter." Cannot  find  a  man  in  the  district  who  knows  where  forage 
is  to  be  obtained  for  liorses.  ''  I  cannot  sufiSciently  admire  the 
magnanimous  conduct  of  our  soldiers.  They  certainly  put  knight 
errantry  out  of  countenance ;  and  all  those  whimsical  tales,  which 
are  generally  supposed  to  have  existed  nowhere  but  in  the  brains 
of  chimerical  authors,  seem  realized  in  them.  But  I  fear  that 
this  virtue  will  not  last  forever ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
nothing  but  their  too  wretched  situation  prevents  an  insurrection." 
He  desired  leave  of  absence  to  visit  New  Hampshire.' 

Collisions  in  the  East  and  West   Unions, 

During  the  month  of  December,  civil  war  was  threat- 
December,  ened  in  both  the  East  and  West  Unions,  and  actual  col- 
lisions occurred  in  the  latter,  growing  out  of  the  seizure 
of  lieutenant^colonel  Fairbanks  by  New  Yorkers.  The  con- 
temperaneous  action  in  both  sections  for  a  time  seriously  impressed 
the  governor  and  council  with  a  suspicion  that  there  had  been  an 
agreement  between  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  against  Ver- 
mont ;^  nevertheless,  measures  were  promptly  taken  to  maintain 
the  jurisdiction  and  authority  of  the  state  in  both  quarters. 

December  4.  Colonel  J.  Van  Rensselaer,  at  St.  Coick,  wrote 
to  general  Gansevoort  that  he  [Van  Rensselaer]  had  been  taken 
prisoner  by  adherents  to  Vermont  in  the  We^t  Union,  and  carried 
to  Bennington,  with  others,  who  were  treated  with  contempt  on 
the  way  "  by  a  body  of  rufBans;"  but  they  were  treated  by  the 
authorities  of  Vermont  like  gentlemen,  and  discharged,  and  told 
they  might  go  home  about  their  business.  On  the  3d  another 
gentleman  had  been  in  like  manner  arrested,  but  had  been  res- 


'  Memmr  of  Stark,  293.    '  Vt.  Hist.  Coll,  Vol.  i,  443. 
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cued  while  on  the  way  to  Bennington.     The  colonel  intended  to 
defend  himself  and  the  authority  of  New  York.' 

December  8.  General  Stark  directed  colonel  Yates  not  to  heffin 
hostilities  with  the  Vermonters,  but  to  stand  on  the  defensive  till 
reinforced.* 

Colonel  Ira  Allen  to   Colonel  l%oma%  Lte? 

Sunderland,  December  8th,  1781. 

Bear  Sir: — I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  legislature  of  New 
York,  at  their  late  session,  have  revived  their  claim  to  the  west 
bank  of  Connecticut  river.  They  have  remonstrated  against  the 
resolutions  of  congress  of  the  7th  and  20th  of  August  last,  which 
virtually  invite  this  state  into  the  confederacy  of  the  United  States. 
In  fine,  their  procedures  will  most  probably  for  the  present  bar 
congress  from  any  further  proceedings.  When  this  state  are  left 
to  vindicate  their  rights  to  independence  against  all  the  machina- 
tions of  their  old  adversary,  every  measure  is  taken  to  divide  and 
sub-divide  the  citizens  of  our  western  territory,  to  whicli  this  state 
have  pledged  their  faith  to  support,  and  which  the  impai  tial  world 
will  justify  this  state  in,  when  they  consider  the  former  proceedings 
of  the  government  of  New  York  against  this  people,  and  the  reso- 
lutions above  referred  to. 

It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  if  this  state  are  left  to  support 
themselves  against  various  powers,  the  more  numerous  her  citizens 
are  the  better ;  and  other  advantages  which  are  very  important 
will  arise  to  this  state  by  holding  the  western  territory,  which  is 
clearly  in  the  power  of  this  state  to  support ;  yet  it  may  be  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  convince  the  government  of  New  York  that  this 
state  will  support  her  jurisdiction,  and  to  suppress  some  internal 
divisions  to  the  westward,  that  a  body  of  the  militia  should  make 
a  move  to  the  west,  which  would  doubtless  answer  similar  pur- 
poses as  the  tour  into  Cumberland  County  did.'^    Should  anything 

*  Clinton  Paper s,  N"o.  4161.  Colonel  Yan  Rensselaer  had  been  in  his 
turn  arrested  by  reason  of  his  seizure  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fairbanks. 

*  Clinton  Papers,  No.  4206.     » Jfs.  Becord  of  Board  of  War,  27. 

*The  editor  is  not  aware  of  any  "  tour"  into  Cumberland  county  pre- 
vious to  Ira  Allen's  and  Isaac  Tichenor's  in  1782.  April  25,  1781,  the 
governor  and  council  sent  "  four  persons  to  take  a  tour  into  the  new  ter- 
ritory lately  claimed  by  the  state  of  Vermont,  adjoining  to  and  lying  east 
of  Hudson's  river,  to  learn  the  sense  of  the  people  relative  to  joining  this 
state."  It  is  possible  that  agents  were  also  sent  at  that  time  into  Cum- 
berland county,  or  that  Allen  really  alluded  to  this  tour  to  the  western 
territorj-.  —  Council  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  4. 
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of  that  kind  be  necessary,  it  is  expected  by  the  governor,  general 
Safford,  and  others  who  were  in  council  last  evening,  that  you  will 
furnish  such  proportion  of  your  regiment  as  shall  be  necessary. 
There  are  other  cogent  reasons  that  at  this  time  cannot  be  inserted 
in  this  letter. 

It  is  expected  by  those  in  council  [last]  evening,  that  you  con- 
sult your  officers  and  soldiers  on  this  subject,  and  make  these 
matters  familiar  to  them. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  due  respect, 

Your  humble  servant. 

Col.  Tho8,  Lee.  Ira  Allen. 

Gov.  Clinton  to  Brig.   Gem.  Van  Rensselaer  and  Gansevoort.  — 

[Extracts.] 

Dec.  11.  Having  enclosed  papers  already  noted,  gov.  Clinton 
wrote : 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will,  on  his  [Gansevoort' s] 
application,  afiford  him  such  aid  from  your  brigade  as  shall  be  nec- 
essary for  quelling  the  insurrection  and  apprehending  the  offenders. 

On  the  same  day  gov.  Clinton  wrote  to  Gen.  Gansevoort  : 

I  perfectly  approve  of  your  conduct  [in  resisting  the  pretended 
authority  of  Vermont],  and  have  only  to  add  that  should  the 
force  already  detached  prove  insufficient,  you  will  make  such  ad- 
ditions to  it  as  to  make  it  efiFectual.' 

Dec.  12.  No.  4216  of  the  Clinton  Papers  is  an  affidavit  by 
Bezaleel  Phelps,  that  he  had  been  admitted  into  the  council  of 
gen.  SafiFord,  Moses  Robinson,  and  others,  at  Bennington,  and  the 
result  was  a  determination  to  disperse  the  New  York  party  under 
Col.  Yates,  by  taking  their  lives  or  making  them  prisoners.  Had 
seen  writs  for  apprehending  Cols.  Yates  and  Van  Rensselaer  and 
others,  and  punish  them  by  Vermont  laws. 

On  the  same  day,  colonel  Yates,  at  St.  Coick,  wrote  to  general 
Gansevoort  that  the  Vermonters  appeared  desperate.  He  had 
only  about  eighty  men,  the  ''  insurrectionists  "  one  hundred  and 
forty-six,  and  he  wanted  aid  with  speed.  He  thought  the  Ver- 
monters would  only  make  a  great  show  and  encourage  the  others. 
The  rioters  taken  by  him  were  secured  in  a  block-house.  He 
wanted  a  field-piece  and  artillerymen  for  defense.^ 

»  ClinUm  Papers,  Kos.  4213  and  4217,    *  Same,  No.  4219. 
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General  Stark  to  MaJ&r-General  Heath. —  [Extract.]' 

Saratoga,  12th  December,  ITSl. 
I  have  sent  to  Bennington  to  gain  the  particulars  of  a  riot  raised 
some  time  ago,  and  which  still  continues  at  St.  Coicks.  The 
particulars  are  as  follows:  Men,  under  the  direction  of  a  captain 
Abbott,  assaulted  a  public  house  at  Hoosac,  seized  upon  colonel 
Rensselaer  and  some  others,  who  considered  themselves  under  the 
government  of  New  York,  and  abused  them  in  a  most  outrageous 
manner ;  after  which  they  carried  them  to  Bennington,  and  called 
upon  the  magistrates  acting  under  the  authority  of  Vermont  for 
warrants  to  arrest  them  in  (as  they  term  it)  a  legal  manner ;  but, 
upon  the  magistrates  refusing  to  interfere  in  the  matter,  they  were 
dismissed.  Rensselaer,  upon  his  liberation,  represented  the  matter 
to  general  Gansevoort,  and  invited  his  neighbors  to  join  him  and 
protect  him  from  a  second  abuse,  with  which  he  was  severely 
threatened.  Gansevoort  approved  his  conduct,  and  ordered  the 
militia  on  both  sides  the  North  river  above  Albany  to  join  them. 
Those  persons  called  Vermonters  discovered  the  motions  of  the 
Yorkers,  and  immediately  collected  their  forces  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  quarters  of  the  Yorkers,  and  in  this  position  the  two  de- 
tachments have  continued  nearly  a  week.  Yesterday,  about  twelve 
o'clock,  the  Yorkers  were  about  two  hundred  strong,  and  the  Ver- 
monters about  two  hundred  do.  What  I  mean  by  Vermonters  is 
those  acting  under  Vermont  within  the  twenty-mile  line ;  for  I 
cannot  learn  that  any  have  joined  them  heloynjimj  to  old  Vermont. 

The  last  statement  was  true.  Ira  Allen  stated  that  the  force, 
arrayed  at  this  time  against  the  New  York  force,  was  "  the  mili- 
tia of  the  [West]  Union  "  collected  by  col.  Abbott.  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden had  endeavored  in  writing  to  reconcile  both  parties,  and 
had  sent  gen.  Safford  and  col.  Walbridgc,  who  succeeded  in  qui- 
eting the  parties  somewhat,  but  could  not  ett'ect  any  accommoda- 
tion. Ira  Allen  was  then  sent.  He  counseled  col.  Abbott  to 
avoid  rash  measures,  and  then  visited  Gansevoort  and  his  officers. 
He  endeavored  to  settle  the  controversy  hy  observing  that  the 
measures  adopted  by  New  York  had  compelled  Vermont  to  extend 
her  jurisdictional  claims,  but  that  in  time  of  i)eace  the  dispute 
might  be  adjusted.  Gen.  Gansevoort  said  he  was  much  opposed 
to  civil  war,  but  it  was  the  duty  of  New  York  to  protect  those 
who  owed  and  professed  allegiance  to  New  York.     Allen  replied 


*  Memoir  of  Stark,  206. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Collisions  in  the  Hast  and  West   Unions,  218 

that  Vermont  had  an  equal  right  to  protect  those  who  acknowl- 
edged her  jurisdiction  ;  but  it  was  advisable  to  use  lenient  meas- 
ures on  both  sides,  till  Congress  should  have  settled  the  boundary 
between  the  states — thus  preventing  the  horrors  of  civil  war  when 
the  common  cause  required  all  to  be  united  against  Great  Britain. 
Gansevooi't  would  not  consent  to  withdraw  his  force  from  the 
West  Union.  Col.  Allen  then  returned  to  gov.  Chittenden  and 
advised  the  sending  of  a  force  sufficient  (by  overawing  the  New 
Yorkers^  to  restore  tranquility  without  bloodshed.  "  The  plan," 
said  Allen,  "  was  adopted  ;  and  while  the  governor  was  making 
out  his  orders,  directing  col.  Allen,  with  a  detachment  of  militia, 
to  prosecute  said  plan,  an  express  arrived  from  William  Page, 
esq.,  [of  Charlestown,  now  in  N.  H.,]  sheriflF  of  the  county  of 
Washington,  aimouncing  the  prospects  of  hostilities  in  the  East 
Union,  from  New  Hampshire."' 

The  letter  of  sheriff  Page  was  written  on  the  IHh  of  December, 
and  received  by  governor  Chittenden  on  the  14th.  Colonel  Enoch 
llale,  sheriff  of  Cheshire  county,  had  been  ordered  by  president 
Weare,  of  New  Hampshire,  to  enforce  the  authority  of  that  state 
in  Washington  county.  William  Page,  sheriff  by  the  authority 
of  Vermont,  arrested  colonel  Hale  and  commmitted  him  to  jail  in 
Charlestown,  from  which  the  following  letter  was  sent : 

Colonel  Enoch  Hale  to  Mesheck   Weare. ^ 

Charlestown  Goal,  December  12th,  1781. 
I  have  to  inform  your  honors  that  1  wait  the  pleasure  of  the 
honorable  Committee  of  Safety,  whom,  I  trust,  well  know  my  situ- 
ation.    Sir,  I  have  given  bonds  for  the  liberty   of  the  yard,  but 
could  not  give  bonds  to  appear  at  an  unknown  court,  for  the  honor 


>  Vt.  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  I,  442,  443. 

'From  Ms.  Arvhires  of  Neve  Hampshire,  publislied  in  the  Burlington 
Free  Press  and  Ti)nes,  March  4,  1871.  The  foUowing  memoranda  are  in 
Ethan  Allen  Paper s.  870  :  "  Proceedings  with  colonel  Hale,  order  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  Xew  Hampshire.  Proceedings  General  Court  Xew 
Hampshire,  respecting  Coarsive  movements,  &c.  December  and  Janu- 
ary 1781.*"  [December  1781,  January  1782.]  Colonel  Hale  was  doubly 
unfortunate  :  Vol.  viii  of  the  Stevens  ZV/;pe/*5  contained  a  letter  from  him 
[1782]  in  which  he  stated  he  had  been  taken  prisoner  by  women,  and  taken 
to  Walpole  ! 
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of  the  state  that  sent  me  to  this  place.  However,  I  was  prevented 
doing  the  business  that  I  was  sent  upon,  yet  I  found  the  people  to 
be  much  disappointed  when  they  see  that  I  refused  to  recognize 
[Vermont,]  and  said  that  it  would  immediately  bring  on  a  quar- 
rel ;  and  many  said  they  never  would  take  up  arms  for  the  sake 
of  jurisdiction,  and  could  only  wish  to  know  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress on  the  matter,  which  I  think  has  been  much  kept  from  them 
by  designing  persons. 

Sir,  even  those  that  are  leading  in  the  insurrection  were  panic- 
struck  on  hearing  that  two  thousand  men  was  on  their  march,  but 
have  since  been  much  encouraged  by  hearing  that  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  them. 

Sir,  I  think  now  is  the  time  to  put  the  laws  in  execution,  more 
especially  the  state  ones. 

Sir,  the  wisdom  of  the  honorable  Committee  is  sufficient  to  di- 
rect them.     I  am.  Sir,  with  much  respect. 

Your  honor's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Enoch  Hale. 

Honorable  Mesheck  Weare^  Esq,^  President^  ^c. 

Letter  and  Orders  of  Gov,  Chittenden  to  Maj,  Gen,  JElisha  Payne,^ 

Arlington,  14th  December,  1781. 
Sir: — I  have  received  dispatches  from  William  Page,  Esq., 
Sheriff  of  Washington  County,  which  give  me  to  understand  that 
there  is  a  high  probability  that  the  government  of  New  Hampshire 
are  about  taking  coercive  measures  to  compel  the  peaceable  citi- 
zens of  this  state  to  submit  to  the  laws  and  authority  of  New 
Hampshire.  The  sheriff  further  desires  my  special  orders  in  mat- 
ters relating  to  the  premises,  and  as  my  remote  situation  renders 
it  impracticable  that  I  should  have  the  knowledge  of  the  particu- 
lar occurrences  which  may  take  place  should  such  an  attempt  be 
made  [by]  New  Hampshire,  therefore  I  can  only  give  you  several 
orders  in  the  matter,  viz :  provided  that  New  Hampshire  reject 
the  proposals  of  the  Legislature  of  this  state  and  insist  upon  hos- 
tile measures,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  call  on  such  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  and  the  generals  Fletcher  and  Olcott,  and 
such  of  the  field  officers  of  the  militia  on  the  east  side  of  the 
mountain  as  you  may  think  proper,  and  after  having  consulted 
matters,  if  need  be,  you  are  directed  to  call  on  any  or  all  the  mili- 
tia of  this  state  to  the  eastward  of  the  range  of  Green  Mountains 
to  your  assistance,  and  to  assist  the  sheriff  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  laws  of  this  state,  and  to  defend  its  citizens  against  any 
insult ;  and  provided  New  Hampshire  makes  an  attack  with  an 

^From  Mss.  Archives  of  N.  II,,  published  in  the  Burlington  Free  Press 
a7id  Times,  March  4, 1871. 
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armed  force,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  repel  force  by  force  ;  and 
in  the  meantime  you  will  use  every  means  in  your  power  consistent 
with  the  peace,  happiness,  or  dignity  of  this  state,  to  prevent  the 
effusion  of  human  blood,  which  at  this  time  might  be  more  or  less 
injurious  to  the  common  cause  of  America,  as  well  as  attended 
with  many  other  serious  considerations,  and  which  I  pray  God 
may  never  take  place.     I  am,  sir. 

Your  ob't  and  humble  serv't, 

Thomas  Chittenden,  Capt,  General. 
Elisha  Payne^  Esq.,  Major- Greneral. 

N.  B.  Provided  a  force  from  New  Hampshire  precipitate  any 
measure,  you  must  act  with  that  expedition  which  their  manoeu- 
vers  may  require,  with  such  counsel  as  you  can  in  haste  collect. 

T.  C. 
A  true  copy. 

Attest,  William  Page,  Sheriff, 

General  Stark  to   Colonel   Yates,^ 

Headquarters,  Saratoga,  14th  December,  1781. 

Sir:  —  Upon  anxiously  examining  the  nature  of  the  disputes 
between  New  York  and  Vermont,  1  am  of  opinion  that  violent 
measures  at  present  would  be  attended  with  very  evil  consequences. 
If,  therefore,  colonel  Rensselaer  can  be  assured  of  protection  of 
his  person  and  property,  together  with  positive  assurances  that  his 
adherents  shall  remain  in  peaceable  and  quiet  possession  of  their 
estates,  and  that  their  persons  shall  be  preserved  from  indignities 
and  insults  until  congress  shall  determine  the  jurisdictional  boun- 
daries—  till  then,  I  say,  I  should  think  hostilities  very  dangerous. 

Now,  Sir,  considering  the  inconveniences  of  keeping  men  in  the 
field  at  this  season  of  the  year,  I  imagine,  if  the  above  mentioned 
preliminaries  are  agreed  to  and  ratified  by  responsible  men  on  the 
part  of  Vermont,  it  would  be  prudent  for  you  to  withdi^aw  your 
men  ;  but  if  your  orders  are  to  continue  in  your  present  station, 
you  must  obey.  In  that  case,  it  would  be  advisable  to  apply  to 
general  Gansevoort,  or  the  ofiBcer  who  gave  the  orders,  that  they 
might  be  remanded. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Stark. 

Gen,  Stark  to  Meshech  Ware.^ 

Saratoga,  14th  December,  1781. 
Bear  Sir : — ^Notwithstanding  my  letters  to  you  seem  to  be  treat- 
ed with  silent  contempt,  yet,  when  any  thing  intervenes  where  I 

*  Memoir  of  Stark,  300.    *  Same,  301. 
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think  my  country  or  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  in  a  particular 
manner  deeply  interested,  I  conceive  it  my  duty,  apart  from  com- 
mon politeness,  to  inform  yon  of  it.  Such  I  deem  the  late  riotous 
conduct  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  in  extending  their  pretended 
claim  to  the  westward,  and  threatening  to  supi)ort  it  by  a  military 
force  ;  and,  indeed,  those  within  the  twenty-mile  line  are  actually 
in  arms,  in  open  defiance  and  violation  of  the  rules  of  Congress  ; 
and  are  actually  opposing  themselves  to  the  troops  raised  by  the 
state  of  New  York  to  put  their  laws  and  constitution  into  execu- 
tion. Two  detachments,  one  acting  under  the  authority  of  Ver- 
mont, and  the  other  under  officers  owing  allegiance  to  the  state  of 
New  York,  are  assembled  now  at  St.  Coick,  in  opposition.  For 
further  particulars  I  refer  you  to  Capt.  Fogg,  who  will  have  the 
honor  of  delivering  this. 

I  have  been  favored  with  a  perusal  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
legislature  of  Vermont  state,  on  the  subject  of  their  being  receiv- 
ed into  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  find  that  they  have  not 
only  rejected  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  but  in  reality  have  dis- 
avowed their  authority  ;  and  1  farther  perceive  that,  in  their  great 
wisdom,  they  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  a  committee  to  de- 
termine whether  New  Hampshire  shall  exercise  jurisdiction  to 
Connecticut  river  or  not.  This  proceeding  appears  too  weak  and 
frivolous.  For  men  of  sense  to  suppose  that  New  Hampshire 
would  ever  consent  to  an  indignity  so  flagrant,  and  an  abuse  so 
pointed  as  this  seems  to  be,  is  what  I  own  surprises  me.  How- 
ever, I  hope,  and  indeed  have  no  doubt,  that  New  Hampshire  will 
be  more  politic  than  to  take  notice  of  this  daring  insolence.  What 
I  mean  by  notice  is,  to  think  of  treating  with  them  upon  this  or 
any  other  sulyject  until  Conj_^rcss  shall  come  to  a  final  determina- 
tion with  respect  to  these  people. 

I  am,  sir,  with  high  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  serv't, 

John  Stark. 

G-oi\  Chittenden  to  Gen,  Starke 

Arlington,  December  15,  1781. 
Dear  Sir : — I  have  consulted  my  council  on  the  perplexed  situ- 
ation of  this  state,  and  have  resolved  to  call  the  legislature  there- 
of to  meet  at  Bennington,  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  at  which  time  they 
will  doubtless  consult  such  measures  as  may  tend  to  the  peace  and 
tranquility  of  this  state  and  the  Uaited  States. 


*  Memoir  of  Sta7%  *^02.  No  reply  from  Statk  to  this  letter  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Meinoirs  of  Stark,  but  No.  42G9  of  the  Clinton  Papers  covers 
several  letters  of  this  period,  and  among  them  are  two  from  Gen.  Stark, 
urging  peace  and  proposing  terms. 
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In  the  mean  time  I  earnestly  request  that  you  write  to  the  oflB- 
I  cers  of  New  York,  that  are  daily  making  depredations  to  the 

I  west,  to  suspend  any  farther  operations  of  that  kind  until  the 

assembly  meet ;  and  that,  if  they  do  not  comply,  you  will  not  in- 
terfere with  your  troops.  And  I  do  assure  you  that  if  they  com- 
ply with  said  request,  and  liberate  the  prisoners  they  have  taken, 
/  will  suspend  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  or  law  over  any  person 
or  persons  who  profess  themselves  subjects  of  New  York^  during 
that  time.  I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  esteem,  your  most  obed't 
and  most  hbl.  serv't,  Thomas  Chittenden. 

Col.  John  Abbott  to  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Van  Rensselaer.^ 

Dec.  16.  Sir: — I  have  this  minute  received  orders  from  my 
superior  which  delay  me  from  holding  any  further  treaty  with  you 
—  therefore  I  shall  not  meet  you  at  time  and  place  appointed.  I 
•hall  not  admit  of  three  or  four  of  your  men  coming  into  my 
camp  to  bring  one  letter,  as  they  have  done  heretofore. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  serv't,  John  Abbott,  Colonel. 

Dec.  16, 1781. 
Lt.  Col.  Henry  V.  Rensselaer. 

Dec.  17.  Col.  H.  Van  Rensselaer  wrote  to  Gen.  SaflFord,  as 
appears  from  the  following  reply,  written  by  the  oflBcer  in  com- 
mand of  the  Vermont  party : 

Col.  EbW  Walbridge  to  Col.  H.  Van  Rensselaer.* 

Mapletown,  17  Dec'r,  1781. 
Sir :  —  Yours  of  this  day  to  gen.  SafiFord  has  been  duly  consid- 
ered, and  as  you  are  pleased  to  say  that  you  are  not  authorized  to 
treat  with  any  but  subjects  of  the  state  of  New  York,  it  is  imag- 
ined there  is  none  such  opposed  to  you.  Those  in  opposition  to 
the  authority  of  New  York,  now  in  arms, — inhabitants  of  this 
territory  claimed  by  your  state,  who  profess  to  owe  allegiance  to 
Vermont, — now  propose  for  your  consideration,  and  request  your 
immediate  answer,  viz.: 

1.  That  you  release  all  the  prisoners  who  are  in  your  custody, 
belonging  to  the  claims  [territory]  in  dispute. 

2.  That  you  make  good  all  damages  sustained  by  individuals 
by  the  troops  under  your  command. 

3.  That  all  those  inhabiting  said  territory  respectively,  pro- 
fessing to  owe  allegiance  to  New  York  and  Vermont,  shall  rest 
quiet  and  unmolested  in  their  persons  and  properties  until  the  di»- 

» ClAnUm  Papers,  No.  4225.    «  Same,  No.  4230. 
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pute  shall  finally  be  adjusted  by  congress,  or  such  other  tribunal 
as  shall  be  mutually  agreed  on  by  the  contending  powers. 

I  am,  &c., 
E.  Walbridge,  Col.  in  command. 
Col.  Henry  Van  Rensselaer. 

The  overpowering  force,  from  "  old  Vermont,"  suggested  by 
Ira  Allen,  was  now  approaching,  and  gen.  Gansevoort  had  learned 
that  fact. 

Gen.  G-ansevoort  to  Col.  Walbridge. —  [Abstract.]' 

Dec.  18.  In  pursuance  of  a  law  of  New  York,  he  had  been 
detached  with  a  part  of  his  brigade  to  suppress  an  insurrection  of 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Schaticook  and  Hoosac ;  that  he  had 
come  to  aid  the  sheriflF  of  the  county  to  apprehend  the  insurgents ; 
and  was  informed  that  a  large  body  of  troops  from  the  Grants 
were  marching  in  force,  with  artillery ;  but  before  he  proceeded 
any  further,  he  wished  to  be  informed  what  was  the  object  of  their 
movements  into  the  interior  parts  of  New  York,  and  by  what  au- 
thority. 

Col.  Walbridge^  at  Bennington^  to  Gen.  Gansevoort. — [Abstract.]' 

Dec.  19.  The  object  of  the  movement  from  Vermont  was  to 
protect  those  of  the  inhabitants  who,  in  consequence  of  the  union, 
preferred  allegiance  to  the  state  of  Vermont.  If  the  New  York 
forces  will  release  prisoners  and  cease  to  exercise  jurisdiction 
over  men  claiming  to  be  under  Vermont,  that  state  will  cease  to 
do  the  same  over  men  professing  allegiance  to  New  York.  He 
wished  conciliatory  methods  might  be  adopted,  but  if  tliose  per- 
sons who  professed  to  be  citizens  of  Vermont  should  be  impris- 
oned and  their  property  destroyed,  he  was  not  to  be  held  answer- 
able for  the  consequences. 

It  will  be  observed  that  though  Col.  Walbridge  twice  proposed 
terms  in  the  conciliatory  spirit  of  gov.  Chittenden's  letter  to  Stark 
of  the  15th — terms  that  would  have  restored  peace  without  dis- 
honor to  either  party  or  prejudice  to  their  rights, —  Gen.  Ganse- 
voort neither  responded  in  the  like  spirit,  nor  remained  on  the 
field  to  assert  the  authority  of  New  York.     Of  his  retreat,  and 

»  Williams,  Vol.  n,  224.  Ira  Allen,  in  Yt.  His.  CoZL,  Vol.  i,  443.  C7tn- 
t(m  Tapers,  No.  4238. 

»  Williams,  Vol.  u.,  224.  Ira  Allen  in  Vt.  His.  Coll.,  Vol.  i.,  444.  Clin- 
ton Papers^  No.  4246. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OoUisians  in  the  Host  and  West  Unions.  219 

the  end  of  the  qtmsi  war,  a  New  York  author  has  given  the  fol- 
lowing account : 

On  the  16th  (Dec.)  gen.  Gansevoort  took  the  field  himself,  re- 
pairing in  the  first  instance  to  the  head-quarters  of  gen.  Stark  at 
Saratoga,  in  order  to  obtain  a  deta«hment  of  troops  and  field- 
pieces.  But  the  troops  of  Stark  were  too  naked  to  move  from 
their  quarters  ;  and  it  was  thought  improper  for  him  to  interfere 
without  an  order  from  gen.  Heath.  Gansevoort  then  crossed  over 
to  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  order  to  place  himself  at  the  head 
of  such  militia  as  he  could  muster  in  Schaghticoke  and  Hoosick  ; 
but  was  soon  met  by  col.  Yates  in  full  retreat  from  the  house  of 
col.  John  Van  Rensselaer.  Ho  had  been  able  to  raise  but  eighty 
men  of  col.  John  Van  Rensselaer's  regiment  to  put  down  the  in- 
surgents ;  and  on  arriving  at  San  Coick  he  discovered  a  force 
of  five  hundred  men  advancing  from  the  Grants  to  the  assistance 
of  the  rebels.  Gansevoort  retired  five  miles  further,  in  order  to 
find  "comfortable  quarters  for  his  men,  and  then  attempted,  but 
without  success,  to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  leaders  of  the 
insurgents.'  Calls  had  been  made  upon  four  regiments,  viz :  those 
of  col.  Yates,  and  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  as  before  stated, 
and  upon  col.  Van  Vechten,  and  major  Taylor.  But  from  the 
whole  no  greater  force  than  eighty  men  could  be  raised.  Of  col. 
Van  Vechten's  regiment,  only  himself,  a  few  officers  and  one  pri- 
vate could  be  brought  into  the  field.  Under  these  discouraging 
circumstances,  the  general  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the  expe- 
dition, and  the  insurgents  remained  the  victors,  to  the  no  small 
terror  of  those  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  well  disposed  [to  New 
York]  inasmuch  as  they  were  apprehensive  of  being  taken  prison- 
ers and  carried  away,  as  had  been  the  case  with  others,  should 
they  refuse  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  government  of 
Vermont.' 


*  This  seems  to  ignore  Gansevoort's  letter  to  Walbridge  of  the  18th, 
and  Walbridge's  reply  of  the  19th  of  December. 

« Wm.  L.  Stone's  Ufe  of  Brant,  Vol.  it,  205^t07.  Early  History,  37^380. 
Ira  Allen,  in  Vt.  Hist.  Coll,  Vol.  i.,  444.  It  is  remarkable  that  Ethan 
Allen  is  no  where  named  in  connection  with  the  promised  fight  with  New 
York.  Nobody,  certainly,  could  have  entered  into  that  business  with  a 
sharper  appetite  ;  and  he  was  there.  In  his  account  against  the  state, 
settled  in  1785,  and  recorded  in  Ethan  Allen  Papers,  407-408,  are  the  fol- 
lowing items  : 
"  To  my  attending  on  the  Militia  at  the  Siege  of  Vallumcock  the 

last  of  Deer.  1781 1^  10s. 

To  Cash  paid  for  my  Expenses  and  for  the  Militia  at  the  same  ^^ 

time ^^    ^^* 
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Dec.  17.  In  congress,  a  letter  from  president  Weave  of  New 
Hampshire,  dated  Dec.  4,  1781,  containing  information  as  to  the 
trouble  with  Vermont,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  cumLnittcc  of 
five  delegates,  of  whom  Mr.  [Daniel]  Carroll  of  Maryland  was 
chairman.' 

About  the  same  time,  p9,pers  on  the  trouble  in  the  West  Union 
were  also  referred.  Jan.  7,  1782,  this  committee  reported,  and 
after  debate  the  matter  was  referred  on  the  14th  to  another  com- 
mittee, which  reported  on  the  25th,  and  on  the  28th  the  same  mat- 
ters were  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  delegate  from  each  state. 

Samuel  Livennore^  in  CovgrtSB^  to  President  Weare.^ 

Philada,  Deer.  18th',  1781. 
Dear  Sir :  —  I  received  yours  of  the  4th  instant,  with  the  pa- 
pers inclosed,  which  I  this  day  laid  before  Congress  (except  those 
which  contain  the  manoeuvers  of  Vermont  assembly  at  Charles- 
town,  which  Congress  were  already  possessed  of).  Congress  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  five  to  take  them  Jnto  consideration  and 
report.  Every  member  of  Congress  but  one  appeared  in  our 
favour  and  against  Vermont,  as  far  as  I  could  judge.  Neverthe- 
less I  do  not  pretend  to  predict  the  measures  that  will  be  taken. 
The  labouring  oar  1  think  is  on  Congress  to  suppoii  their  own 
honor,  dignity  and  authority.  I  wish  to  keep  it  so.  I  shall  far- 
ther advise  of  what  may  turn  up. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem. 

Your  most  ob't  servant, 

Samuel  Livbrmore. 
Hon.  President  Weare. 

President  Wheelock  is  here,  and  professes  to  have  no  hand  in 
politics,  but  is  trying  to  get  contributions  for  his  Indian  school,  &c. 

The  resolutions  oif  Vermont  were  brought  to  Philadelphia  last 
week  by  one  Mr.  Brunson,  a  councillor,  as  I  understand,  of  that 
State. 

On  the  20th  of  Dec.  judges  Morris  and  Yates  of  New  York 
sent  to  gov.  Clinton  affidavits  of  John  Edgar  and  David  Abeel, 
charging  Vermonters  with  treason,  and  on  the  24th  the  governor 


^  Early  History,  ^m. 

"Prom  Ms,  Archives  of  N,  jff.,  published  in  Burlington  Free  Press  <fc 
Times,  March  4, 1871. 
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informed  the  New  York  delegates  in  Congress  thereof,  and  sent 
Edgar  himself  for  further  explanations.' 

When  gov.  Chittenden  determined  to  send  V^erraont  militia  to 
the  aid  of  their  friends  in  the  West  Union,  col.  Ira  Allen  was 
designated,  for  the  command ;  but  on  receiving  intelligence  of  a 
threatening  [character  from  the  East  Union,  the  command  in  the 
West  was  assigned  to  col.  Walbridge,  and  Ira  Allen  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  governor  and  council  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  gen- 
eral court  of  New  Hampshire,  at  Exeter,  with  full  powers  to  con- 
cert measures  for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  all  disputes  with  that 
State.  Col.  Allen  bore  the  governor's  orders  of  December  14  to 
maj  gen.  Elisha  Payne,  and  went  first  to  Charlestown,  and,  on  con- 
ferring with  Mr.  Page,  found  a  prospect  of  hostilities  on  the  eve  of 
commencement  by  New  Hampshire.  He  immediately  made  seve- 
ral copies  of  gov.  Chittenden's  orders  to  gen*  Payne,  for  distribu- 
tion, to  encourage,  the  people  of  the  East  Union  to  remain  firm 
for  Vermont,  but  taking  care  that  one  copy  should  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  staunch  friend  of  New  Hampshire,  to  find  a  convey- 
ance, in  a  single  night  and  day,  to  prest.  Wcare.  Col.  Allen  then 
proceeded  to  Exeter,  where  he  was  informed  (confidentially)  by 
maj.  gen.  Fellows  that,  two  days  before,  the  court  of  New  Hamp- 
shire had  determined*  to  raise  a  military  force  suflScient  to  control 
the  people  in  the  East  Union  ;  but,  on  the  day  before,  prest.  Weare 
had  received  gov.  Chittenden's  orders  to  Payne,  purporting  that 
force  would  be  repelled  by  force,  which  occasioned  delay  in  issuing 
orders  to  the  New  Hampshire  militia.^ 

Lieut.  Gov.  Payne^  of  Vermont^  to  President  Weare.^ 

Charlestown,  Dec.  21st,  1781. 
Sir :  —  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  honor  a  copy  of  orders  re- 
ceived from  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  is- 
sued in  consequence   of   coercive   measures   pursuing  by  New 
Hampshire,  from  which  you  will  learn  my  situation. 


*  Clinton  Papers,  Nos.  4242  and  4251.    For  affidavit  of  Abeel,  see  date 
of  March  21,  1782,  post. 

»  Vt.  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  I.,  444,  445. 

*  From  Ms.  Archives  of  Neto  Hampshire,  published  in  the  Burlington 
Free  Press  &  Times,  March  4, 1871. 
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Inclination  and  duty  conspire  to  induce  my  compliance  with  any 
measures  which  reason  and  justice  may  point  out  to  avert  threat- 
ening hostilities,  pregnant  not  only  with  the  horrors  of  civil  war, 
but  also  the  greatest  injury  to  the  United  States,  whose  interest  it 
is  our  desire  as  well  as  yours  to  support  —  have,  therefore,  by  ad- 
vice of  sundry  members  of  the  council  of  this  state,  and  other  gen- 
tlemen of  influence  and  consideration  now  present,*  appointed 
Brigadier  General  [Roger]  Enos  and  William  Page,  Esq.,  in  con- 
junction with  Col.  Ira  Allen,  (already  appointed  by  the  governor 
to  wait  on  your  assembly,)  to  state  before  the  said  assembly  the 
reasonableness  of  the  late  proposals  of  the  legislature  of  Vermont, 
transmitted  to  your  honor  by  a  committee  appointed  by  said  leg- 
islature for  that  purpose,  for  the  settlement  of  disputes  between 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont.' 

You  must  be  sensible  it  has  ever  been  our  idea  to  have  justice 
and  equity  take  place  in  the  decision  ;  and,  therefore,  by  the  ad- 
vice aforesaid,  [I]  renew  proposals  that  the  controversy,  in  res- 
pect to  the  territory  the  jurisdiction  of  which  is  in  dispute  between 
the  said  states,  be  decided  by  an  impartial  tribunal  on  principles 
of  right  and  equity,  in  the  mode  congress  have  pointed  out  by  ar- 
ticles of  confederation  of  the  United  States  in  cases  where  disputes 
arise  between  two  or  more  states  in  respect  to  boundary,  jurisdic- 
tion, &c.,  —  Vermont  being  allowed  equal  privileges  as  the  other 
party  in  support  of  their  claim — and  that  hostilities  between  the 
said  states  be  suspended  till  such  trial  can  be  had. 

We  doubt  not  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  Vermont  with  the 
foregoing  proposals,  which  appear  to  us  equitable  and  just :  and 
are  persuaded  that  New  Hampshire  are  so  possessed  of  principles 
of  justice  and  equity  as  shall  induce  a  compliance  on  their  part, 
and  hope  for  their  favorable  answer  to  lay  before  the  assembly  of 
Vermont  for  their  concurrence  at  their  meeting  on  the  last  Thurs- 
day in  January  next. 

In  case  New  Hampshire  refuses  compliance  with  equitable  terms 
(as  we  view  the  foregoing,)  and  are  determined  on  hostilities  pre- 
vious to  attempts  for  an  amicable  settlement,  [I]  shall  find  myself 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  to  execute  the  orders  I  have  re- 

*  Oct.  12, 1781,  Mr.  Payne,  a  resident  in  the  East  Union,  had  been 
elected  "Deputy  Governor"  by  the  general  assembly  of  Vermont,  but 
he  asked  time  to  consider  whether  he  would  accept.  Oct.  27,  he  was,  by 
resolution,  requested  to  inform  the  house  whether  he  would  accept  this 
election  ;  '"and  he  answered  that  he  would  accept  the  office.  Whereupon, 
it  was  "  Besolved,  that  his  honor  the  Deputy  Governor  have  fifty  pounds 
for  his  salary  for  the  present  year."  —  Assembly  Journal,  1778-17$4, 
295,  329. 
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ceived  in  raising  the  force  of  Vermont,  to  repel  encroachments  on 
its  jurisdiction  exercised  by  consent  of  the  people,  and  which  I 
doubt  not  their  most  spirited  exertions  to  support  till  the  dispute 
is  decided,  confident  that  New  Hampshire,  in  case  they  commence 
hostilities,  must  be  accountable  for  the  consequences. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  esteem  and  respect,  sir, 
Your  honor's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

Blisha  Payne,  Lieut.  Gov. 
His  Honor  Meshech   Weare^  Eeq,^  President  of  the  Council  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Gen.  Stark  to  Gen.  Washington.^ 
Dec.  21.  While  deputy  governor  Payne  was  writing  to  pres. 
Weare  to  secure  peace  in  Eastern  Vermont,  gen.  Stark  was  re- 
porting to  gen.  Washington  his  view  of  the  condition  of  aflFairs  in 
Western  Vermont.  He  noticed  the  affair  of  sergeant  Tupper,  and 
his  correspondence  with  gen.  Chittenden  thereon,  requesting  Wash- 
ington to  inform  him  whether  gov.  Chittenden  sent  to  him  the 
original  letter  of  St.  Leger.  "  If  he  sent  you  the  original,  it  must 
be  satisfactory ;  otherwise,  the  case  will  still  be  doubtful  in  my 
opinion.  I  shall  think  that  they  dare  not  produce  the  original."' 
After  reporting  the  late  affair  with  New  York,  and  the  East  and 
West  Unions,  gen.  Stark  proceeded  : 

I  believe,  sir,  that  I  may  venture  to  predict  that  unless  some- 
thing decisive  is  done  in  the  course  of  this  winter,  with  respect  to 
these  people,  we  may  have  every  thing  to  fear  from  them  that  they 
are  capable  of,  in  case  we  are  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
making  another  campaign.  This  may  be  considered  as  strange 
language  from  me,  who  have  ever  been  considered  a  friend  to 
Vermont ;  and,  indeed,  I  ever  was  their  friend,  until  their  con- 
duct convinced  me  that  they  were  not  friendly  to  the  United 
States.  Were  I  to  judge  by  their  professions,  they  are  more  mine 
and  the  [United]  States'  friend  now  than  ever  ;  but  their  actions 
and  their  words  appear  to  carry  a  very  different  meaning.  Dur- 
ing my  command,  I  have  been  promised  every  thing  from  their 
government  and  their  leading  men  that  I  could  wish  for  ;  but  they 
have  taken  particular  care  to  perform  nothing  ;3   while,  on  the 


» Memoir  of  Stark,  303. 

"  No  answer  to  this  request  appears  in  Stark's  Correspondence. 

» See  Stark  to  Washington,  Aug.  9, 1781,  ante  160. 
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other  hand,  the  militia  of  New  York,  and  those  of  Berkshire,  at- 
tended to  my  requisition  with  alacrity  and  uncommon  spirit ;  and 
I  believe  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  are  in  a  great  meas- 
ure indebted  to  them  for  the  protection  of  their  houses,  &c.  I 
most  sincerely  wish  that  matters  may  turn  out  better  than  I  expect. 

Maj,  Gen,  Heath  to  Gen,  Stark,  —  [Extract.]' 

Dec.  26.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the  conduct  of  the  Vcr- 
monters  and  Yorkers  with  you.  I  fear  that  there  will,  sooner  or 
later,  be  serious  consequences  produced  by  their  disputes.  I  trans- 
mitted your  intelligence  to  congress,  and  I  request  you  will  be 
pleased  from  time  to  time  to  communicate  to  me  such  other  cir- 
cumstances as  may  come  to  your  knowledge. 

Arrests  ordered  by  New  Hampshire  in  the  East  Union.^ 

State  of  New  )  In  Committee  op  Safety, 

Hampshire.     \  Exeter,  27th  Deer.  1781. 

To  Robert  Smith  of  Londonderry^  Greeting  : 

Whereas  information  hath  been  given  to  this  Committee,  that 
Samuel  King  gentleman,  Moses  Smith  yeoman,  both  [of]  Chester- 
field, Isaac  Griswold  of  Keene  yeoman,  and  Nathaniel  Sartel  Pren- 
tice of  Alstead  esquire,  all  in  the  county  of  Cheshire  and  state 
aforesaid,  have  been  guilty  of  sundry  practices  inimical  to  this 
state:  therefore 

You  are  hereby  required,  in  the  name  of  the  government  and 
people  of  said  state,  forthwith  to  apprehend  the  bodies  of  the  said 
Samuel  King,  Moses  Smith,  Isaac  Griswold,  and  Nathaniel  Sartel 
Prentice,  if  they  may  be  found  within  this  state,  and  bring  them, 
as  soon  as  may  be,  before  the  committee  of  safety  to  be  examined 
touching  the  matters  alleged  against  them,  that  they  may  be  dealt 
with  as  to  justice  shall  appertain ;  and  all  oflBcers,  ci\il  and  mili- 
tary, and  other  subjects  of  this  state,  are  hereby  required  to  be 
aiding  and  assisting  you  in  the  premises. 

Hereof  fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  warrant  with  your  do- 
ings thereon. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  on  the  day  and  date  above 
mentioned.  Josiah  Bartlett,  Chairman, 

State  of  New  Hampshire, 
Rockingham,  ss. 

Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant,  I  have  apprehended  the  body 
of  the  within  named  Nathaniel  Sartel  Prentice,  Esq.,  and  have 


*  Memoir  of  Stark,  307. 

•From  Ms,  Archives  of  Neio  Hampshire,  published  in  the  Burlington 
Free  Press  &  Times,  March  25, 1871. 
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him  before  the  committee  of  safety  for  said  state  this  seventh  day 
of  January,  1782.  Robert  Smith,  Special  Sheriff, 

Pursuant  to  the  within  warrant  T  have  apprehended  the  body 
of  the  within  named  Samuel  King  gentleman,  who  was  rescued  : 
the  others  are  not  found.  Robt.  Smith,  Special  Sheriff, 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Four  hundred  silver  dollars  reward  to  any  person  or  persons 
that  brings  Samuel  King  of  Chestei-field  to  Exeter  in  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire  and  there  confine  him  in  goal,  or  have  him  the 
said  King  before  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  said  state,  as  said 
Samuel  King  was  taken  prisoner,  by  virtue  (^  a  warrant  unto  the 
subscriber  directed,  and  conducted  under  a  proper  guard  twenty 
miles.  Said  King  at  the  town  of  Keene  by  a  number  of  men  arm- 
ed with  clubs,  swords  and  staves,  vizt.  captains  Fairbanks,  Davis, 
Pratt,  Pomeroy  and  Harvey  of  Chesterfield  at  their  head  and  capt. 
Carlisle  of  Westmoreland  with  a  small  party,  which  parties  did, 
on  the  morning  of  the  first  day  of  January  1782,  by  violence  rescue 
the  said  Samuel  King,  prisoner,  from 

Robert  Smith,  Special  Sheriff. 

Mr.  Ephraim  Witherell — Sir : — If  possible  apprehend  the  bod- 
ies of  Isaac  Griswold  and  Moses  Smith  and  bring  them  before  th« 
Committee  of  Safety  at  Exeter  and  you  shall  have  an  adequate  re- 
ward from  Robt.  Smith,  )  Special 

Jonathan  Martin,  )  Sheriffs. 

Joseph  Burt  to  President  Weare. 

Honored  Sir :  —  This  moment  two  men  from  Chesterfield,  who 
made  their  escape  from  the  mob,  who  after  they  had  rescued  Sam- 
uel King  from  the  officer,  returned  to  Chesterfield,  and  appre- 
hended Lieutenant  Roberson  and  two  others,  who  they  seemed 
determined  to  treat  according  to  the  custom  of  Vermont,  that  is  by 
whipping  them.  Whether  they  really  will  venture  upon  this  busi- 
ness is  very  uncertain  to  me.  But  they  have  actually  driven  many 
of  the  good  subjects  of  the  state  from  their  homes  in  this  cold 
night.  Mr.  Bingham's  son  is  one  of  the  men  that  have  come  to 
my  house  for  shelter,  who  I  have  this  account  from,  who  expected 
to  have  found  his  father  here  with  another  man,  who  made  their 
escape.  They  have  not  been  here,  and  I  am  some  concerned  for 
them.  The  triumphs  of  the  Vermonters  are  great,  and  say  that 
New  Hampshire  dare  not  come  like  men  in  the  day-time,  but  like 
a  thief,  and  steal  a  man  or  two  away.  Your  honor  cannot  be  in- 
sensible of  our  situation.  I  would  not  wish  to  dictate,  but  pray 
that  something  may  be  done  that  shall  be  for  the  relief  of  the  good 
29 
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subjects  in  this  part  of  the  state,  and  for  the  good  of  the  state.  I 
thought  it  I  my  duty  to  inform  your  honor,  as  it  is  not  likely  that 
any  other  person  will  be  informed  that  will  write  to  your  honor 
by  the  post.     I  am,  sir, 

Your  honor's  most  obedient 

and  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Burt. 
Westmoreland,  Jan.  1st,  1782,  at  12  o'clock  at  night. 
Hon,  President  Weare,  Esq, 

N.  B.     You  will  excuse  the  writing,  being  called  out  of  bed  in 
a  cold  night. 

Benjamin  Bellotvs  to  President  Weare, 

Walpole,  Jan.  2d,  1782. 
Sir: — I  have  often  troubled  you  with  a  narrative  of  our  dis- 
tresses and  difficulties  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Notwithstanding, 
I  presume  you  and  the  rest  of  the  honorable  committee  of  safety 
will  exercise  your  wonted  indulgence  while  I  give  an  account  of 
some  new  difficulties  arising  upon  the  officers  attem[>ting  to  convey 
one  Samuel  King  of  Chesteri&eld  to  Exeter,  which  rescue  you  will 
have  an  account  of  before  this  reaches  you.  Upon  the  return  of 
the  mob,  after  proper  refreshment  at  said  King's,  they  sought  for 
all  those  persons  who  were  any  way  concerned  in  assisting  the 
aforesaid  officer,  some  of  whom  they  got  into  their  hands,  and 
have  abused  in  a  shameful  and  barbarous  manner,  by  striking, 
kicking,  and  all  the  indignities  which  such  a  hellish  pack  can  be 
guilty  of,  obliging  them  to  promise  and  engage  never  to  appear 
against  the  new  state  again  ;  and  that  is  not  all,  they  swear  they 
will  extirpate  all  the  adherents  to  New  Hampshire,  threatening 
to  kill,  burn  and  destroy  the  persons  and  property  of  all  who  op- 
pose them  ;  that  the  friends  to  this  state  cannot  continue  at  said 
Chesterfield  with  their  families,  but  are  obliged  to  seek  an  asylum 
in  other  towns  among  the  Hampshire  people.  I  have  two  respec- 
table inhabitants  of  said  Chesterfield  now  sheltering  themselves 
under  my  roof,  who  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  think  would  be 
treated  by  them  in  a  barbarous  manner  were  they  in  their  power, 
as  they  have  stove  the  doors  and  broke  up  houses  in  search  of 
them.  I  am  credibly  informed  that  there  is  in  said  Chesterfield 
about  one  hundred  persons  who  support  said  King,  who  damn  New 
Hampshire  and  all  their  authority  to  hell,  and  say  they  (New 
Hampshire)  can  do  nothing  only  in  a  mean  underhanded  way ;  in 
short,  they  defy  all  the  authority  and  force  of  the  state,  and  are 
determined  to  support  and  maintain  their  usurped  authority, 
maugre  all  attempts  that  have  or  shall  be  made  to  curb  or  restrain 
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their  usurpations.  The  wrath  of  man  and  the  raging  of  the  sea 
are  in  scripture  put  together,  atid  it  is  He  alone  who  can  rule  the 
latter  and  restrain  the  former.  I  hope  and  trust  the  Author  of 
Wisdom  will  direct  the  honorable  committee  to  such  measures  as 
will  ultimately  tend  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  this  part  of  the 
state,  and  more  especially  those  adherents  to  New  Hampshire  who 
are  in  a  sense  suffering  for  righteousness  sake. 
I  am,  with  all  esteem  and  respect. 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

Benj.  Bellows. 
Hon,  Meshech  Weave ^  Esq, 

While  these  events  were  occurring,  Messrs.  Enos  and  Page 
joined  Col.  Allen  at  Exeter,  and  labored  with  him  to  reconcile 
mattei's  with  New  Hampshire,  but  in  vain.  They  were  not  kindly 
received.  Mr.  Page  was  arrested  and  committed  to  jail,  for  his 
conduct  as  sheriff  in  the  East  Union  under  Vermont  ;  and  Allen 
could  get  no  information  from  the  men  he  addressed,  but  succeed- 
ed in  learning, /rom  a  lady^  when  the  business  was  to  be  discussed 
and  determined  by  the  court.  Taking  a  seat  in  the  lobby,  and 
busying  himself  in  preparing  a  memorial  to  the  New  Hampshire 
court,  Allen  heard  the  debate,  and  the  determination  to  defer  hos- 
tile measures  till  an  agent  had  been  sent  to  take  the  advice  of  con- 
gress. This  satisfactory  conclusion,  for  the  time  being,  determin- 
ed Allen  to  return  to  Vermont  and  make  his  report.' 

Samuel  Livermore  of  N.  jET.,  in  Con^gress,  to  Meshech  Weare.^ 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  1, 1782. 
'  Bear  Sir:  —  I  wish  you  a  happy  new  year.  Nothing 
Janoary  1.  material  has  turned  up  here  since  my  last.  I  hope  to 
have  something  to  write  by  next  post.  I  am  anxious  to 
hear  the  event  of  Genl.  Nicholls'  expedition.  The  Vermonters 
are  very  turbulent  about  Hudson's  river,  and  a  strong  suspicion  of 
their  being  in  league  with  the  British.  You  will  hear  more  in  my 
next,  if  brought  to  any  head  in  Congress. 

Your  most  ob't  servant,  Samuel  Livermore. 

Hon,  Presidt,  Weare, 


'  Ira  AHen,  in  Vt.  Hist,  Coll,  Vol.  i.,  445,  446. 

*Ms,  Archives  of  K.  H.,  published  in  Burlington  Free  Press  <fe  Times, 
March  25, 1871. 
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Geo,   Washington  to  Thomaa  Chittenden,'^ 

Philadelphia,  1  January,  1782. 
Sir : — I  received  your  favor  of  the  14th  of  November,  by  Mr. 
Brownson.  You  cannot  be  at  a  loss  to  know  v^hy  I  have  not  here- 
tofore, and  vi^hy  I  cannot  now,  address  you  in  your  public  cliarac- 
ter,  or  answer  you  in  mine ;  but  the  confidence,  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  repose  in  me,  ^ives  me  an  opportunity  of  of'oring 
you  my  sentiments,  as  an  individual  wishing:  most  ardently  to  see 
the  peace  and  union  of  his  country  preserved,  and  the  just  rif2:hts 
of  the  people  of  every  part  of  it  fully  and  firmly  established.  It 
is  not  my  business,  neither  do  I  think  it  necessary  now,  to  discuss 
the  origin  of  the  right  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  to  that  tract  of 
country,  formerly  distinguislied  by  the  name  of  the  New  ITam|>- 
shire  Grants,  and  now  known  by  the  name  of  Vermont.  I  will 
take  it  for  granted  that  their  right  was  good,  because  Congress  by 
their  resolve  of  the  7th  of  August  imply  it,  and  by  that  of  the 
21st  are  willing  fully  to  confirm  it,  provided  the  new  state  is  con- 
fined to  certain  prescribed  bounds.  It  appears  therefore  to  me, 
that  the  dispute  of  boundary  is  the  only  one  which  exists,  and 
that,  this  being  removed,  all  further  difiiculties  would  be  removed 
also,  and  the  matter  terminated  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 
Now  I  would  ask  you  candidly  whether  the  claim  of  the  people  of 
Vermont  was  not  for  a  long  time  confined  solely,  or  very  nearly, 
to  that  tract  of  country  wliicli  is  described  in  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  21st  of  August  last,  and  whether,  agreeably  to  the 
tenor  of  your  own  letter  to  me,  the  late  extension  of  your  claim 
upon  New  Ilampshire  and  New  York  was  not  more  of  a  political 
manoeuver,  than  one  in  which  you  conceived  yourselves  justifiable. 
If  my  first  question  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  it  certainly 
bars  your  new  claim  ;  and,  if  my  second  be  well  founded,  your 
end  is  answered,  and  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  withdraw  your 
jurisdiction  to  your  old  limits,  and  obtain  an  acknowledgment  of 
independence  and  sovereignty,  under  the  resolve  of  the  21st  of 
August,  for  so  much  territory  as  docs  not  interfere  with  the  an- 
cient established  boundaries  of  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and 
Massachusetts.  I  persuade  myself  you  will  see  and  acquiesce  in 
the  reason,  the  justice,  and  indeed  the  necessity  of  such  a  decis- 
ion. You  must  consider,  sir,  that  the  point  now  in  dispute  is  of 
the  utmost  political  importance  to  the  future  union  and  peace  of 
this  great  country.  The  State  of  Vermont,  if  acknowledged,  will 
be  the  first  new  one  admitted  into  the  confederacy,  and,  if  suffered 
to  encroach  upon  the  ancient  established  boundaries  of  adjacent 

^Life  and  Writing€,  Vol.  viii.,  220. 
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ones,  will  serve  as  a  precedent  for  others,  which  it  may  hereafter 
be  expedient  to  set  off,  to  make  the  same  unjustifiable  demands. 
Thus,  in  my  private  opinion,  while  it  behoves  the  delegates  of  the 
states  now  confederated  to  do  ample  justice  to  a  body  of  people 
sufficiently  respectable  by  their  numbers,  and  entitled  by  other 
claims  to  be  admitted  into  that  confederation,  it  becomes  them 
also  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  their  constituents,  and  see,  that, 
under  the  appearance  of  justice  to  one,  they  do  not  materially  in- 
jure the  rights  of  others.  I  am  apt  to  think  this  is  the  prevailing 
opinion  of  Congress,  and  tliat  your  late  extension  of  claim  has, 
upon  the  principles  1  have  above  mentioned,  rather  diminished 
than  increased  the  number  of  your  friends,  and  that,  if  such  ex- 
tension should  be  persisted  in,  it  will  be  made  a  common  cause, 
and  not  considered  as  only  affecting  the  rights  of  the  states  imme- 
diately interested  in  the  loss  of  territory,  a  loss  of  too  serious  a 
nature  not  to  claim  the  attention  of  any  people.  There  is  no 
calamity  within  the  compass  of  my  foresight,  which  is  more  to  be 
dreaded,  than  i\  necessity  of  coercion  on  the  part  of  congress  ; 
and  consequently  every  endeavor  should  be  used  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  so  disagreeable  a  measure.  It  must  involve  the  ruin 
of  that  state  against  which  the  resentment  of  the  others  is  point- 
ed. 

I  will  only  add  a  few  words  upon  the  subject  of  the  negotia- 
tions, which  have  been  carried  on  between  you  and  the  enemy  in 
Canada  and  in  New  York.  I  will  take  it  for  granted,  as  you 
assert  it,  that  they  were  so  far  innocent,  that  there  never  was  any 
serious  intention  of  joining  Great  Britain  in  their  attempts  to  sub- 
jugate your  coimtry  ;  but  it  has  this  certain  bad  tendency :  it  has 
served  to  give  some  ground  to  that  delusive  opinion  of  the  enemy, 
upon  which  they  in  a  great  measure  found  their  hopes  of  success. 
They  have  numerous  friends  among  us,  who  only  want  a  proper 
opportunity  to  show  themselves  openly,  and  that  internal  disputes 
and  feuds  will  soon  break  us  in  pieces  ;  at  the  same  time  time  the 
seeds  of  distrust  and  jealousy  are  scattered  among  ourselves  by 
a  conduct  of  this  kind.  If  you  are  sincere  in  your  professions, 
these  will  be  additional  motives  for  accepting  the  terms,  which 
have  been  offered,  and  which  appear  to  me  equitable,  and  thereby 
convincing  the  common  enemy  that  all  their  expectations  of  dis- 
union are  vain,  and  that  they  have  been  worsted  in  tlie  use  of  their 
own  weapon,  —  deception. 

As  you  unbosomed  yourself  to  me,  I  thought  I  had  the  greater 
right  of  speaking  my  sentiments  openly  and  candidly  to  you.  I 
have  done  so  ;  and  if  they  should  produce  the  effects  which  1  sin- 
cerely wish,  that  of  an  honorable  and  amicable  adjustment  of  a 
matter,  which,  if  carried  to  hostile  lengths,  may  destroy  the  future 
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happiness  of  my  country,  I  shall  have  attained  my  end,  while  the 
enemy  will  be  defeated  in  theirs. 
Believe  me  to  be,  with  gr't  resp't,  sir,  Ac.,  Geo.  Washington. 

H.  —  Lord  Cieorge  Grermaine  to  General  Haldimand, 

(No.  34.)  Whitehall,  [London,]  2nd  January,  1782. 

Sir : — I  was  well  pleased  to  find  by  a  copy  of  your  letter  of 
the  iSrst  of  October  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  of  the  papers  en- 
closed in  it,  which  he  transmitted  to  me  with  his  last  dispatches, 
that  your  negociation  with  the  Vermont  Leaders  was  in  so  fair  a 
train  as  to  afford  good  ground  to  expect  that  country  would 
speedily  be  restored  to  the  King's  obedience.  I  have  since  learned, 
by  private  accounts,  that  a  detachment  of  your  army  had  arrived 
at  Crown  Point  and  that  a  considerable  force  was  assembled  at 
Sorel,  under  General  Reidesel,  in  readiness  to  protect  them  from 
the  resentment  of  the  Congress  should  they  declare  for  His  Majesty. 

Lord  Cornwallis'  misfortune  will,  I  fear,  deter  them  from  taking 
that  step  at  present,  but  I  trust  they  will  not  be  intimidated  into  a 
submission  to  the  Congress,  but  that  you  will  find  measures  to 
encourage  them  to  persevere  in  their  former  purpose,  and  to  re- 
store their  confidence  in  our  ability  to  support  them,  for  as  you 
have  now  put  Quebec  into  a  state  of  security  and  established  at 
Sorel,  I  should  hope  you  will  be  able  to  carry  with  you  early  in 
the  spring  a  much  larger  body  of  troops  than  Mr.  Washington  can 
spare  from  his  army  to  go  against  them.  I  therefore  must  repeat 
to  you  my  recommendations  to  make  the  recovery  of  Vermont  to 
the  King's  obedience  the  primary  object  of  your  attention,  and  I 
can  assure  you  that  whatever  expense  you  may  incur  in  .effecting 
it  will  not  be  grudged. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  George  Girmaine. 

Governor  Haldimand. 

Gen.  WashiTigton  to  Gen.  Schuyler. —  [Extract.] 
Jan.  8.     Enclosing  his  letter  to  Chittenden  of  the  1st,  and  re- 
questing Schuyler  to  have  it  carefully  transmitted,  Washington 
added : 

This  letter  I  have  shown  to  a  number  of  my  friends,  members 
of  congress  and  others,  and  they  have  advised  me  to  write  to  Mr. 
Chittenden  in  my  private  character,  give  him  my  opinion  upon 
the  unjustifiableness  of  the  extension  of  their  claim,  and  advise 
them  to  accept  the  terms  offered  by  the  resolve  of  last  August. 
This  I  have  done  fully  and  forcibly,  and  perhaps  it  may  have  some 
effect  upon  Mr.  Chittenden  and  the  leaders  in  Vermont.     I  would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Collisions  in  the  Hast  and  West  Unions.  231 

wish  you  to  keep  the  purport  of  this  to  yourself,  as  I  do  not  wish 
to  have  my  sentiments  publicly  known.' 

Jan.  10.  On  the  10th  of  January,  col.  Ira  Allen  made  a  report 
to  the  governor  and  council  of  his  mission  to  the  New  Hampshire 
court,  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved^  that  the  hon*»^«  Elisha  Payne,  Jonas  Fay  and  Ira  Al- 
len, esquires,  and  Abel  Curtis,  esqr.,  be  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed agents  to  repair  to  the  hon'ble  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  and  in  behalf  of  this  state  to  solicit  congress  to  recognize 
the  independence  thereof.  And  further  to  use  their  best  endeavors 
with  that  honorable  body  that  some  equitable  mode  be  prescribed 
for  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  boundary  lines  between  this  and 
the  claiming  states.  That  either  two  or  more  of  said  agents  are 
empowered  to  proceed  to  business. 

By  order  of  the  governor  and  council. 

Thomas  Tolman,  D,  Sec'y.^ 

In  Council,  Jan.  11,  1782:  Resolved^  that  his  honor  Elisha 
Payne  esquire  It.  governor,  Bezaleel  Woodward  esq.,  general 
Ethan  Allen,  John  Fassett  esquire,  and  colo.  Matthew  Lyon  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  to  make  a  draft  of  the  political  af- 
fairs of  this  state  to  be  published. 

Attest, — Thomas  Tolman,  Dep.  Sec'y,^ 

The  Ethan  Allen  Papers^  359-372,  contain  the  following  docu- 
ment, whiah  was  the  result  of  the  foregoing  resolution.  It  is 
given  without  title  in  the  book,  but  in  the  index  is  entitled : 

Defense  of  Vermont  in  Uniting  with  portions  of  Netv  York  and 
New  Hampshire  — z.  e,  in  favor  of  the  East  and  West  Unions,^ 

By  Ethan  or  [and]  Ira  Allen. 

It  has  ever  been  the  practice  of  the  people  of  Vermont  from 
their  first  settling  on  its  territory  to  appeal  to  the  opinion  of  the 

*  WashingioifCs  Letters^  in  State  Dept. 

« CiMndl  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  43.    » Same,  44. 

*  Ethan  Allen's  bill  of  expenses  [p.  407  of  Ethan  Allen  Papers']  gives 
these  items : 

1782.     To  a  journey  to  Hartford  [Connecticut]  to  git  a  pamphlet 

January,     printed  — 13  Days  at  10s 6j£  lOs 

To  Cash  paid  for  my  Expences  to  git  the  above  Pamph- 
let printed OiJ    Os 

To  Cash  pd  Mr.  Groodrich  for  printing  the  above  said 

Pamphlet 6£    2s 

To  casn  pd  for  the  Expences  of  Jona.  Robinson  who 
went  with  me 6£    6s 
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impartial  public  in  all  disputes  with  the  neighboring  governments 
in  regard  to  jurisdiction  or  right  of  soil,  as  well  as  the  natural 
and  inherent  right  of  those  inhabitants  to  form  themselves  into  a 
political  society,  and  erect,  set  up  and  establish  such  forms  of  gov- 
•rnment  as  appeared  to  them  to  be  best  suited  and  most  conducive 
to  the  well-being  of  the  society,  in  which  they  have  been  almost 
universally  favored  with  the  public's  approbation  ;  but  some  indi- 
viduals, perhaps  for  want  of  a  particular  acquaintance  with  the 
late  situation  of  the  affairs  of  Vermont,  may  have  started  the  fol- 
lowing queries,  viz: 

How  came  it  to  pass  that  Vermont  has  encroached  on,  and  taken 
into  union  with  her,  a  part  of  those  tracts  which  was  formerly 
considered  as  parts  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  ?  Can 
Vermont  in  this  expect  the  approbation  of  the  public  ?  What 
reason  can  w^e  assign  to  justify  such  a  conduct  ?  To  these  queries 
it  may  be  observed,  that  to  trace  the  right  of  Vermont,  together 
with  the  pretentions  of  the  claiming  states  to  its  territory,  might  be 
matter  sufficient  for  a  volume :  shall  therefore  at  present  only 
mention  the  particular  exigencies  of  the  times  which  required  it. 

That  the  public  will  undoubtedly  consider  that  the  states  of  New 
York  and  New  Hampshire  had,  each  of  them,  previously  laid  their 
respective  claims  to  the  whole  territory  of  Vermont,  and  had  for 
a  number  of  years  exerted  their  united  influence  at  the  congress 
of  the  United  States  to  prevent  her  being  received  into  the  federal 
union,  in  consequence  of  which  she  has  [been]  for  several  years 
last  past,  and  still  is,  exposed  to  the  whole  force  of  the  common 
enemy  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  destitute  of  any  alliance  to  in- 
vite to  her  a«sistance,  and  is  thereby  put  to  the  disagreeable  neces- 
sity of  defending  (at  her  own  expense)  not  only  her  own,  but  the 
frontiers  of  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  and  Massachusetts. 

The  government  of  New  York,  about  the  month  of  April,  1780, 
abandoning  their  post  at  Skenesborough,  the  people  in  that  vicinity 
petitioned  that  government  for  protection  but  obtained  no  relief. 
They  afterwards  petitioned  the  government  of  Vermont,  when  her 
troops  were  directed  to  cover  them,  and  about  a  [the]  month  of 
the  succeeding  May  every  article  belonging  to  the  continent, 
even  to  pick-axes  and  spades,  was  called  for  and  ordered  out  of 
Vermont  by  continental  commissaries  at  a  time  when  she  was 
erecting  a  line  of  fortifications  on  her  frontiers  for  her  defense. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  the  British  made  a  descent  upon  lake 
Champlain  and  lay  in  force  at  Ticonderoga,  which  occasioned  the 
militia  of  Vermont  to  turn  out  for  its  defense.  While  they  lay  in 
that  situation,  general  Allen  received  a  flag  from  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  British,  with  an  answer  to  governor  Chittenden's 
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letter  to  general  Haldimand  (dated  the  preceding  July)'  on  the 
subject  of  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  with  that  a  proposal  of  a 
truce  with  the  state  of  Vermont  during  the  negociation  of  the  ex- 
change ;  general  Allen  sent  back  a  flag  of  Ms,  agreeing  to  the 
truce,  on  proviso  it  should  be  extended  to  the  frontiers  of  New 
York,  which  was  finally  agreed  with,  and  a  truce  took  place  which 
lasted  about  three  weeks.  Soon  after  the  close  of  this  campaign, 
the  governor  received  intelligence  that  the  British  forces  in  Canada 
consisted  of  near  7,000,  including  loyalists,  Indians,  &c.,  and  that 
they  had  it  in  contemplation  to  lay  waste  the  north  and  west  parts 
of  Vermont  at  the  opening  of  the  then  ensuing  campaign,  in  order 
to  prepare  their  way  to  Albany  and  Schenectady.  The  aflFairs  of 
Vermont  being  thus  circumstanced,  the  supreme  executive  au- 
thority sent  circular  letters  (by  express)  to  the  states  of  New 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York,  urging  them  respect- 
ively to  relinquish  their  claims  to  the  territory  of  Vermont,  and 
earnestly  inviting  them  to  join  in  a  solid  union  with  her  for  the 
defense  of  the  frontiers  of  the  respective  states  against  British 
invasions ;  and  letters  were  also  sent  at  the  same  time  to  his  ex- 
cellency, general  Washington,  and  to  the  states  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island.  Each  of  the  aforementioned  letters  stated  the  ex- 
treme situation  of  Vermont  and  implored  their  aid  and  assistance, 
but  no  answer  to  either  of  these  letters  has  been  received. 

In  this  situation,  it  seems  that  New  Hampshire,  to  raise  and 
foment  internal  division  and  to  prevent  Vermont's  admittance  into 
the  federal  union,  were  endeavoring  a  union  of  the  whole  of  the 
New  Hampshire  grants  on  both  sides  of  Connecticut  river,  as 
general  Bellows  and  several  others,  members  of  the  council  and 
assembly,  dispatched  letters  to  the  several  towns  inviting  each 
town  by  their  respective  representatives  (to  be  for  that  purpose 
thereafter  chosen)  to  attend  at  an  appointed  time  and  place  in 
convention,  to  concert  measures  for  this  purpose.  In  consequence 
of  that  step,  a  considerable  number  of  representatives  f^om  the 
sundry  towns  east  of  the  river,  together  with  like  representatives 
from  several  towns  west  of  the  river,  and  who  were  not  particu- 
larly apprised  of  the  business  of  such  meeting,  did  meet  in  con- 
vention at  Charlestown  No.  4,  in  January,  1781,  in  which  the 


*  This  is  simply  another  repetition  of  the  impression  of  the  Aliens,  that 
Chittenden's  first  letter  to  Haldimand  was  written  in  July  instead  of 
September,  1780.  Both  of  the  Aliens  raised  doubts  of  their  accuracy, 
the  one  by  fixing  August  instead  of  July  as  the  time  of  the  reception  of 
Bev.  Bobinson's  first  letter,  and  the  other  by  stating  that  Chittenden 
wrote  to  Haldimand  in  July  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  who  were  not 
captured  till  the  succeedins  October. 
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gentlemen,  who  set  this  convention  on  foot,  publicly  owned  that 
their  intentions  were  to  annex  the  whole  to  New  Hampshire. 
However,  it  was  agreed  by  the  remaining  part  of  the  members  to 
address  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  at  their  session  to  be  holden 
the  February  following,  on  the  subject  of  uniting  the  whole  of  the 
New  Hampshire  grants  east  of  the  river  to  Vermont,  as  well  to 
partake  of  the  privileges  of  her  constitution  and  laws  as  to  join 
for  their  mutual  defense  against  the  common  enemy. 

And  in  the  month  of  February,  1781,  a  respectable  number  of 
inhabitants  east  of  Hudson's  river  and  west  of  the  lands  granted 
by  New  Hampshire,  petitioned  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  setting 
forth,  among  other  things,  that  the  state  of  New  York  had  so  far 
neglected  to  afford  them  protection  that  they  had  detached  the 
soldiery  from  the  frontiers  of  that  district  and  ordered  them  to  do 
duty  in  the  interior  part  of  the  state,  praying  that  Vermont  would 
receive  the  said  district  into  union  with  her,  that  their  forces  might 
be  mutually  joined  for  the  defense  of  the  respective  frontiers,  al- 
leging at  the  same  time  that  they  dare  not  remain  in  that  defense- 
less situation  another  campaign,  and  if  their  petition  should  be 
rejected  they  should  be  reduced  to  the  fatal  necessity  of  removing 
into  the  interior  part  of  the  country  with  their  families  and  effects 
for  safety.  This  would  have  added  at  least  thirty  miles  to 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  the  frontier  extent  of  Vermont;  The 
legislature  of  Vermont,  taking  into  serious  consideration  her  de- 
fenseless situation,  and  perceiving  that  the  influence  of  the  claim- 
ing states  had  hitherto  prevented  her  being  received  into  the  union 
with  the  United  States,  and  encouraged  some  dissentions  among  her 
citizens,  and  that  her  numbers  and  resources  were  insufficient  to 
oppose  the  force  of  the  common  enemy,  (with  any  reasonable 
prospect  of  success,)  and  that  a  union  with  those  contiguous  dis- 
tricts would  greatly  augment  her  strength,  heal  those  divisions, 
and  give  life  and  activity  to  a  respectable  number  of  people  who 
have  been  principally  defended  by  Vermont  since  the  capture  of 
general  Burgoyne,  and  establish  a  formidable  barrier  against  the 
powers  in  the  north,  admitted  the  two  districts  into  the  union 
[with  her.] 

Thus,  under  the  auspicious  guidance  of  the  Sovereign  Ruler  of  all 
events,  Vermont  carried  on  a  defensive  war  against  all  her  ene- 
mies in  Canada  the  last  campaign  with  the  loss  of  about  twenty- 
three  men  killed  and  taken  prisoners ;  have  taken  about  twelve 
and  relieved  from  a  long  and  cruel  captivity  (by  exchange)  about 
fifty  prisoners,  among  whom  is  one  continental  major,  and  her 
citizens  have  much  the  largest  quantity  of  seed-wheat  now  in  the 
ground  that  has  been  in  any  one  season  since  the  first  settlement 
of  that  part  of  the  country. 
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It  may  be  further  observed  that  the  states  of  New  Hampshire 
and  New  York,  upon  stating  their  respective  claims,  have  little 
reason  to  complain  of  loss  of  territory  by  Vermont  including  the 
union,  inasmuch  as  neither  of  them  are  included  in  any  charter 
from  the  crown  of  England  to  either  of  those  governments.  Much 
more  might  be  said  in  the  vindication  of  this  argument,  would  it 
not  add  too  much  to  the  prolixity  of  this  publication.' 

The  next  question  perhaps  may  be,  is  it  honest  in  Vermont  to 
extend  her  territory  upon  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and-^ew 
York  ?  Previous  to  answering  this  question  it  may  be  necessary 
to  determine  another,  viz  :  Whether  honesty  is  trumps  ?  Each 
of  those  claiming  states  have  many  years  severally  challenged  the 
sovereignty  of  Vermont,  and  although  they  have  been  repeatedly 
solicited  by  her  to  accede  to  her  recognition  and  to  establish  their 
respective  boundary  lines,  previous  to  her  extension  of  territory, 
nevertheless  their  answers  to  these  solicitations  (although  silent) 
seem  to  have  been  the  following,  viz :  Let  Vermont  struggle  in  her 
insignificant  notions  of  independence,  the  inhabitants  will  answer 
as  a  forlorn  hope  to  secure  the  subjects  of  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York ;  they  are  situate  to  Canada,  and  when  the  war  is 
terminated,  if  any  of  them  remain  alive,  we  old  confederate  states 
can  easily  subject  them,  and  should  we  meet  with  any  opposition, 
we  have  a  right  to  call  on  the  whole  confederacy  to  annihilate 
their  pretended  state,  ao  that  at  best  they  are  but  our  vassals,  and 
being  charged  with  a  prospect  of  liberty  and  an  admittance  into 
the  union  with  the  United  States,  will  go  through  the  hazards  and 
fatigues  of  that  exposed  part  of  our  frontiers  better  than  though 
they  were  subjected. 

So  it  appears  that  the  question  relative  to  Vermont  receiving 
the  two  districts  into  union  is  not  so  much  whether  it  accords  with 
downright  homespun  honesty  as  whether  it  is  politically  honest ; 
or,  in  fine,  whether  it  is  honest  for  Vermont  to  make  any  accession 
of  power  against  the  avowed  coercive  designs  of  those  claiming 
states,  or  against  the  invasions  of  the  common  enemy.  So  much 
for  honesty. 

The  great  object  which  Vermont  has  in  view  is  to  maintain  her 
rightful  liberties  and  property,  and  to  rise  (on  the  principles  of 
justice)  superior  to  every  of  her  complicated  embarrassments ; 
and  if  she  should  be  so  unhappy  as  to  fall  on  any  wrong  measures 
to  accomplish  such  desifn,  she-would  undoubtedly  as  much  regret 


^  See  note  on  page  238. 
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it  as  thoie  proclaiming  states,  provided  they  should  blunder  on 
any  wrong  measures  which  naight  eventually  thwart  their  designs. 

The  legislature  of  Vermont,  at  their  session  in  October  last, 
proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  those  states  to  refer  the  disputes 
relative  to  boundary  lines  between  .them  and  her  to  the  final  ar- 
bitrament and  decision  of  indiflFerent  men,  and  pledged  the  faith 
of  government  to  abide  their  determination  in  the  premises.  The 
proposals  have  been  oflScially  laid  before  those  states  respectively, 
but  no  answer  to  them  returned,  but  why  ?  The  reason  is  obvi- 
ous, for  had  those  states  agreed  to  those  proposals,  they  would 
have  thereby  rescinded  [receded]  from  their  respective  claims  to 
the  old  territory,  (an  object  too  dear  for  them  to  part  with,)  as 
there  can  be  no  arbitration  with  parties  [on  one  side]  and  no  par- 
ties [on  the  other  side,  as  would  be  the  fact]  in  this  case,  except 
Vermont  be  considered  as  a  state,  which  would  be  explicitly  ac- 
knowledged by  arbitrating  on  its  boundaries.  The  legislature  of 
New  York  have,  since  the  act  of  the  honorable  congress  of  the 
United  States  on  the  20th  day  of  August  last,  (relative  to  Ver- 
mont,) renewed  their  claim  to  the  property  and  sovereignty  of 
Vermont,  and  have  remonstrated  against  the  right  of  congress  to 
recognize  the  independency  thereof;  as  New  Hampshire  have,  by 
an  act  of  legislation,  resolved  that  they  will  not  take  any  notice 
of  the  aforesaid  proposals. 

The  articles  of  the  aforesaid  union,  so  far  as  they  respect  the 
existence  of  Vermont  and  the  settlements  of  her  boundary  lines, 
are  here  inserted  verbatim : 

"  Art.  1st.  That  the  independence  of  the  state  of  Vermont  be 
held  sacred,  and  that  no  member  of  the  legislature  shall  give  his 
vote  or  otherwise  use  his  endeavours  to  obtain  any  act  or  resolu- 
tion of  assembly  which  shall  endanger  the  existence,  independence 
or  well-being  of  the  state,  by  referring  its  independence  to  the 
arbitrament  of  any  power. 

"  Art.  2d.  That  whenever  this  state  becomes  united  with  the 
American  states,  and  there  shall  then  be  any  disputes  between 
this  and  either  of  the  United  States  respecting  boundary  lines, 
the  legislature  of  this  state  will  then  (as  they  have  ever  proposed) 
submit  to  congress,  or  such  other  tribunal  as  may  be  mutually 
agreed  on,  for  the  settlement  of  any  such  disputes." 

Should  any  ask  why  Vermont  has  not  complied  with  the  act  of 
congress  of  the  20th  day  of  August  last,  «^d  in  consequence  have 
relinquished  her  claims  to  the  two  unions,  in  order  to  her  being 
admitted  into  the  union  with  the  United  States,  —  the  answer  nat- 
urally follows  that,  as  she  had  pledged  the  faith  of  government  to 
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the  inhabitants  of  those  unions  whereby  they  became  incorporated 
into  the  same  political  society  and  compose  a  respectable  part  of 
its  legislature,  therefore  she  cannot  set  them  aside  upon  any  other 
conditions  than  those  mentioned  in  the  second  article  of  their  ad- 
mission above  recited,  without  a  manifest  violation  of  public  faith 
and  a  breach  of  that  harmony  which  so  happily  and  universally 
subsists  between  them. 

But  suppose  this  violation  of  public  faith,  &c.,  could  be  dis- 
pensed with,  (which  is  by  no  means  admitted,)  it  does  not  follow 
of  consequence  that  the  honorable  congress  would  recognize  the 
independence  of  Vermont  in  opposition  to  the  remonstrances  of 
one  or  both  those,  states,  predicated  on  the  articles  of  their  con- 
federacy. Provided  this  should  be  the  case,  the  consequence  of 
such  a  dissolution  might  be  the  means  of  creating  internal  dis- 
sentions  and  serve  greatly  to  weaken  the  strength  and  exertions 
of  government  in  the  common  cause,  and  perhaps  procure  her 
dissolution  [destruction]  the  next  campaign  by  the  common  enemy ; 
or  at  least  give  an  advantage  to  her  watchful  competitors.  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York. 

What  eminent  services  have  the  citizens  of  Vermont  rendered 
in  the  common  cause  of  the  present  war,  even  to  those  claiming 
states  who  are  endeavouring  to  devote  them  to  destruction  in  order 
to  take  possession  of  the  vineyard  !  but  as  this  is  merely  from 
interested  views,  therefore  it  cannot  be  any  inducement  to  the  other 
eleven  states  to  espouse  or  even  countenance  their  cause. 

How  glorious  would  the  victorious  continental  troops,  just  re- 
turned from  the  capture  of  a  haughty  army  with  a  Cornwallis 
(the  pride  of  England)  at  its  head,  appear  in  arms  puissantly 
trampling  on  the  rights  of  a  brave  and  meritorious  people  who 
gave  a  respectable  part  of  the  mortal  blow  in  capturing  the  tow- 
ering BuRGOYNE,  which  in  its  events  produced  the  alliance  with 
France,  and  in  the  chain  of  causes  brought  the  French  fleet  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  produced  another  memorable  Era  in  America ! 
Shall  these  continental  heroes  tarnish  their  laurels  by  turning 
their  swords  (prepared  for  the  common  enemy)  against  their  best 
friends,  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  ?     Heaven  forbid  it. 

But  let  us  examine  this  matter  one  step  further,  and  suppose, 
for  instance,  that  congress  should  ever  design  to  hearken  to  the 
solicitations  of  those  claiming  states  to  exert  their  united  force  to 
subject  Vermont.  In  such  case  it  may  be  requisite  to  make  at 
least  a  single  moment's  pause  and  ask  whether  that  august  body 
will  not  first  obtain  a  certain  knowledge  that  the  territory  of  Ver- 
mont does  of  right  belong  to  the  two  claiming  states,  or  to  one  of 
them ;  and  if  to  one,  to  which  of  them ;  for  so  long  as  each  of 
those  states  are  claiming  one  and  the  same  territory,  the  honorable 
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congress,  not  possessed  of  the  certain  knowledge  of  the  right 
of  the  [case,]  could  not  determine  to  which  of  these  [states  the] 
territory  should  be  ceded  or  annexed,  if  subjected.  But  in  case 
it  is  said  that  congress  will  decide  the  dispute  first  in  regard  to 
the  claim  and  then  subject  the  people  to  a  compliance,  the  ques- 
tion will  then  arise,  from  whence  did  that  power  originate  ?  It 
will  doubtless  be  a  given  point  that  congress  are  not  possessed  of 
any  other  power  than  what  they  derive  from  their  constituents. 

The  citizens  of  Vermont  were  the  first  in  America  that  formed 
into  committees  of  safety  and  conventions  for  the  security  of  their 
just  rights  against  the  lawless  power  [of  Great  Britain,]  and  were 
organized  as  a  free  state  on  the  same  grand  basis  of  liberty  as  the 
other  free  states  of  America  [now  are,]  before  the  existence  of 
the  confederacy  of  the  United  States,  and  have  never  delegated 
any  power  to  congress :  therefore,  congress  cannot  be  supposed  to 
have  any  more  right  to  subject  Vermont  than  to  subject  any  other 
free  state  on  the  earth  that  had  been  a  faithful  ally  to  them  through 
a  long  and  hazardous  war ;  for  the  existence  of  Vermont  as  a 
body  politic  (upon  re  volution  [ary]  principles)  is  at  least  [equally 
good]  with  the  existence  of  any  other  of  the  free  states  of  America. 
Therefore  if  subjugation  in  this  case  could  take  place,  it  must  be 
merely  on  the  principles  of  sovereign  power. 

Have  not  the  people,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  (now  comprehended  in  the 
territory  of  Vermont,)  governed  themselves  by  committees  of  safety 
and  convention,  ever  since  the  edict  of  Great  Britain,  in  A.  D. 
1764,  to  the  12th  day  of  March,  1778,  when  a  governor  and  coun- 
cil and  house  of  assembly  were  elected,  agreeable  to  [tfie]  cons- 
titution ? 

Did  not  these  conventions  appoint,  authorize,  and  send  agents 
to  the  court  [of]  Great  Britain  at  different  times  to  negociate  their 
political  affairs  at  that  court  ?  and  was  not  the  old  territory  of 
Vermont,  together  with  the  West  Union,  formed  into  a  govern- 
ment by  the  said  court  of  Great  Britain,  and  Philip  Skeene,  Esq., 
appointed  to  preside  over  it  as  governor  ?' 

Does  not  this  single  circumstance  overturn  the  pretensions  of 
the  claiming  states  upon  their  own  stating  ? 


^  A  striking  instance  of  the  inaccuracy  (to  use  no  harsher  word)  of  the 
Aliens.  It  was  true  that  Ira  Allen  claimed  that  the  charter  of  New 
York  did  not  include  the  territory  north  of  Albany,  and  also  that  Skene 
was  appointed  **  governor  of  the  ganisons  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown 
Point,"  but  not  over  "  the  old  territory  of  Vermont"— Jra  AlUn^  VU 
Hist  Coll,  Vol.  I,  359-361, 
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Did  not  the  citizens  of  New  Hampshire  Grants,  alias  Vermont, 
take  the  first  offensive  part  against  British  usurpations  by  putting 
the  continent  in  possession  of  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  and  the 
waters  of  lake  Ghamplain,  together  with  more  than  two  hundred 
pieces  of  valuable  cannon  [of]  different  sizes,  &c.,  &c.? 

Have  not  the  people  of  Vermont,  during  the  course  of  the  present 
war,  exerted  themselves  like  men  determined  to  be  free  ? 

Did  they  not  in  convention,  on  the  16th  day  of  January,  1777, 
declare  themselves  a  free,  sovereign  and  independent  state,  and 
announce  the  same  to  congress  immediately  after  ? 

Have  not  a  considerable  number  of  towns  in  the  East  Union 
from  about  the  time  of  the  revolution  refused  to  pay  allegiance  to 
the  government  of  New  Hampshire  ? 

Did  not  the  general  court  of  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  offi- 
cially acknowledge  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  Vermont 
previous  to  extending  her  late  claim  over  Vermont  ? 

Have  not  the  honorable  the  general  court  of  Massachusetts  re- 
linquished her  pretentions  to  the  territory  of  Vermont  ? 

Have  not  the  government  of  Vermont,  by  her  agent,  solicited 
congress  to  be  admitted  into  the  federal  union  upon  the  liberal 
principles  of  her  paying  her  equitable  proportion  of  the  expense 
of  the  present  war,  and  that  to  be  assessed  by  the  United  States 
in  congi'ess  assembled  ? 

Have  not  Vermont  offered  that  congress  should  settle  the  boun- 
dary lines  of  the  state,  she  being  allowed  equal  privileges  with 
the  claiming  states  in  the  settlement  of  the  disputes  ? 

Is  not  the  territory  of  Vermont  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  in  length  and  in  breadth  about  ninety-five  on  an  average, 
including  the  East  and  West  Unions,  which  are  about  twenty 
miles  each  ? 

Are  not  the  numbers  of  the  militia  with  [in]  the  old  territory 
of  Vermont  nearly  8,000,  and,  including  the  two  unions,  about 
13,000  ? 

What  can  Vermont  do,  or  what  reasonable  step  hath  she  ne- 
glected, to  procure  her  recognition  and  a  settlement  of  her  boun- 
dary lines  ?' 


'  In  a  note  in  the  Allen  Papers,  Hiland  Hall  suggests  that  the  paper 
here  given  was  the  original  of  the  printed  pamphlet,  which  retained  much 
of  this  paper  and  the  whole  of  its  argument  substantially.  The  pamph- 
let was  entitled  "  The  Present  State  of  the  Controversy  between  the 
States  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  on  the  one  part  and  Vermont 
on  the  other.    Published  at  Hartford.    Printed  by  Hudson  &  Groodwin. 
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Gen.  Schuyler  to  Gen.  Washington.  —  [Extract.]' 

Jan.  16.  Yesterday,  I  received  advice  that  the  people  on  the 
Grants  had  generally  assembled  in  town  meetings,  had  declared 
their  apprehensions  that  a  criminal  intercourse  prevailed  between 
some  of  their  people  and  the  British,  and  determined  on  an  exam- 
ination of  the  conduct  of  the  suspected  persons ;  and  had,  by  a 
great  majority  of  the  towns,  voted  that  a  relinquishment  should  be 
made  of  their  late  extended  claim,  both  on  the  east  and  west. 
The  latter  part  of  this  intelligence  is  this  moment  confirmed  to 
me,  in  such  a  manner  that  I  have  not  a  doubt  remaining  of  its 
truth ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  former  part  is  not 
without  foundation. 

Gov.  Clinton  to  Gen.  Washington.  —  [Extract.]* 
Jan.  21.     The  governor  transmitted  correspondence   between 
himself  and  gen.  Haldimand,  being  an  unsuccessful   attempt  to 
procure  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  then  adverted  to  Vermont 
affairs : 

I  lately  transmitted  to  Congress  two  affidavits,  proving  a  trai- 
torous correspondence  between  the  leaders  on  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants,  and  the  enemy ;  and  one  of  them,  that  an  actual  league 
of  amity  was  settled  between  them  ;  which,  I  presume,  have  been 
communicated  to  your  excellency.  Thpre  are  many  other  circum- 
stances tending  to  establish  the  facts  contained  in  those  affidavits, 
which  would  be  too  tedious  to  relate.  The  well-affected  in  this 
state,  and  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  say  in  some  of  the  neighbor- 
ing states,  begin  to  be  exceedingly  alarmed  at  their  conduct.  Add- 
ed to  this,  the  violent  and  oppressive  measures  pursued  by  them 
against  some  of  the  most  respectable  citizens,  to  support  their  late 
extension  of  jurisdiction,  will,  I  am  persuaded,  before  the  opening 
of  spring,  occasion  our  having  recourse  to  arms  to  oppose  their 
usurpatiois. 

On  the  same  day,  gen.  Schuyler  wrote  to  gen.  Washington  that 
the  Vermonters  were  about  to  ^end  a  deputation  to  Congress,  to 
solicit  a  recommendation  to  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  to 
pass  acts  of  indemnity  to  their  citizens  who  had  joined  Vermont. 
He  hoped  Washington  would  use  his  influence  with  the  New  York 
delegates  to  make  it  successful. 


*  Corr.  of  the  Beo.,  Letters  to  Washington,  Vol.  in,  462. 
■Same,  463,  464. 
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James  Madison^  in  Congrei<Hj  to  Edmund  Pendleton, — [Extract.]' 

Jan.  22.  Congress  much  occupied  and  perplexed  with  the  case 
of  Vermont.  Instead  of  restricting  her  boundaries  as  recommend- 
ed, she  had  continued  her  encroachments ;  there  was  the  utmost 
danger  of  collision,  and  congress  was  called  upon  to  act.  The 
power  of  congress,  either  to  use  force  or  admit  her  into  the  con- 
federacy, was  doubted  by  many  states. 

Jan.  28.  A  "  representation"  of  the  conduct  of  Vermont,  com- 
ing from  adherents  to  New  York  who  resided  in  Vermont,  was 
presented  to  congress  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Ver- 
mont controversy.  The  concluding  statement  of  this  paper  was, 
''that  unless  congress  seasonably  and  vigorously  interpose,  the 
well  affected  to  the  state  of  New  York  and  the  United  States  will 
fly  to  arras  in  opposition  to  the  usurpation  of  Vermont."^ 

Gen.  Washington  to  Gen,  Schuyler, — [Extract.]^ 

Jan.  29.  Every  information  tending  to  prove,  that  the  affairs 
respecting  the  Grants  may  be  speedily  and  happily  accommodated, 
gives  me  singular  satisfaction.  I  will  flatter  myself,  that  both  the 
articles  of  intelligence  you  have  received  are  well  grounded,  and 
that  it  will  be  the  unremitting  effort  of  every  one,  who  is  well  af- 
fected to  the  general  cause,  to  prevent  the  horrors  of  civil  discord 
in  any  part  of  the  United  States. 

Gen,  Washington  to  Gen,  Schuyler.  —  [Abstract.]-* 

Washington  returned  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Schuy- 
Febrnaryd.  l^r  to  Stark,  on  Vermont  affairs,  commending  it  highly 
for  its  conciliatory  tone,  and  expressed  himself  earnestly 
in  favor  of  conciliation,  but  said  his  military  character  forbade  his 
intermeddling  so  far  as  "  to  dictate  particular  modes  of  accom- 
modation." 


*  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  109. 

*  For  an  account  of  this  movement  of  the  adherents  to  New  York,  by 
their  agent,  Seth  Smith — of  the  charges  made  against  Vermont,  and  of 
the  excitement  then  prevailing  \n  Cumberland  [Windham]  county — see 
B.  H.  Hall's  Eastern  Ve^-mont,  418-418. 

» Life  and  Writings,  Vol.  viii,  232. 

*  Washington's  Letters,  St.  Dept. 
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The  Vermont  Question  in  Congress. 
On  the  same  day,  the  agents  of  Vermont  presented  a  memorial 
to  congress,  justifying  the  course  of  Vermont  in  making  the  East 
and  West  Unions.  As  to  the  East  Union  it  was  said,  that  New 
Hampshire  had  laid  claim  to  the  whole  of  Vermont,  and  a  con- 
vention of  forty-three  towns  had  voted,  on  the  16th  of  Jan.  1781, 
in  favor  of  uniting  Vermont  to  New  Hampshire :  and  therefore 
that,  in  procuring  a  change  of  that  vote  on  the  next  day,  and  by 
it  extending  her  jurisdiction  to  the  Mason  line,  Vermont  had  sim- 
ply turned  the  table  —  giving  New  Hampshire  the  same  trouble 
that  she  had  contemplated  for  Vermont.  As  to  the  West  Union 
it  was  said  that "'  the  claims  and  intrigues  of  New  York,  and  self- 
preservation,  had  induced  the  legislature  of  Vermont  to  claim  a 
part  of  the  state  of  New  York,"  and  that  the  ()eople  of  the  terri- 
tory so  claimed  had,  by  articles  of  union,  confederated  with  Ver- 
mont and  become  citizens  thereof.  And  further,  in  the  articles  of 
both  Unions  it  was  stipulated  that,  when  Vermont  should  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  state  by  congress,  that  body  should  settle  the  bounda- 
ry lines.  Vermont  then  was  ready,  and  ever  had  been  ready,  to 
(^omply  with  that  stipulation,  or  any  other  equitable  mode  of 
establishing  boundaries,  arid  in  fact  she  had  proposed  to  settle 
through  commissioners  of  New  Hampshire,  New  York,  and  Ver- 
mont, with  which  the  two  before-named  states  had  not  complied  ; 
but,  while  Vermont  was  not  recognized  and  admitted  as  a  state, 
she  could  not  give  up  her  unions,  and  thus  reduce  her  strength, 
without  gaining  a  place  in  the  confederacy  as  an  equivalent.  As 
to  the  military  orders  of  gov.  Chittenden,  of  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, to  maj.  gen.  Payne  in  the  east  and  col.  Walbridge  in  the 
west,  the  agents  explained,  that  the  purpose  was  not  to  provoke 
civil  war,  but  to  prevent  it ;  and  such  had  been  the  effect.' 

James  iladison  to  Edmund  Pendletoyi, 

Feb.  7.     Congress  are  still  occupied  with  the  thorny  subject  of 
Vermont.     Some  plan  for  a  general  liquidation  and  apportion- 


^Ira  Allen,  who  was  one  of  the  agents.  —  Vt  Hist  CoU.,  Vol.  i,  446- 
448. 
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ment  of  the  public  debts  is  also  under  their  consideration,  and  I 
fear  will  be  little  less  perplexing.' 

Feb.  19.  On  the  19th  of  February,  in  congress,  the  committee 
of  one  delegate  from  each  state,  to  whom  the  case  of  Vermont  had 
been  referred,  made  a  report.  This  document  recited  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  7th  and  20th  of  August  1781  —  the  failure  of  Vermont 
to  comply  with  them  —  her  attempts  to  establish  her  jurisdiction 
beyond  her  original  claim,  and  over  territory  which  congress  by 
the  said  resolution  of  the  20th  of  August  had  guaranteed  to  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York — and  concluded  with  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions, declaring; 

1.  That  the  boundaries  of  the  territory  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants  were  and  should  be  as  described  in  the  resolution  of  the 
20th  of  August  1781. 

2.  That  if,  in  one  month  after  notice  given  to  the  governor, 
the  inhabitants  of  said  Grants  should  relincjuish  the  territory  be- 
yond those  bounds  and  accede  to  the  articles  of  confederation, 
their  district  should  be  acknowledged  as  a  free  and  independent 
state  and  admitted  into  the  union. 

3.  That  if  said  inhabitants  should  not  so  comply,  their  neglect 
should  be  considered  hostile  to  the  United  States,  and  thereupon 
the  confederate  military  power  should  be  used  against  them. 

4.  That,  in  case  of  such  neglect  or  refusal,  "  the  commauder- 
in-chief  of  the  armies  of  these  United  States  do,  without  delay  or 
further  order,  carry  these  resolutions  as  far  as  they  respect  his  de- 
partment into  full  execution." 

Debate  ensued,  but  no  action  until  the  first  of  March.' 

Legislative  Action  in  Vermont, 

In  Council:  Feb.  19.  A  letter  from  colonel  Hinman  Swift, 
commanding  a  continental  regiment,  directed  to  brigadier-general 
Samuel  Saflford,  dated  Feb.  12th,  1782,  requesting  the  geiieral's 
assistance  in  taking  up  a  number  of  deserters  from  the  continental 


*  Madison  Papers^  Vol.  i,  112.  The  question  as  to  the  public  debt  af- 
terward tended  to  reconcile  Vermont  to  a  delay  of  her  admission  to  the 
union. 

^  Early  History,  384,  385. 
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army,  in  [by]  supplying  a  corporal  Baker  and  three  men  with 
provisions,  was  by  the  general  laid  before  the  council :  whereupon 
Resolved^  that  the  commissary-geueral  of  this  state  be  and  he 
hereby  is  directed  to  furnish  said  corporal  and  three  men  with 
necessary  provisions  for  the  execution  of  the  business  above  men- 
tioned.' 

State  of  Vermont,  Bennington,  Feb.  lOtli,  1782. 

The  Governor  and  Council  having  joined  the  General  Assem- 
bly, in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  7th  and  21st  of  August  last, 
Hu  Excelleney  Thomas  Chittenden,  Esquire^  in  the  Chair^ 

The  following  papers  were  read  by  the  secretary  in  their  order, 
viz. 

1st.  The  said  resolutions  of  the  7th  and  21st  of  August,  and 
a  letter  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  enclosing  them. 

2d.  A  private  letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  dated  Philadelphia,  January  1st, 
1782. 

3d.»  A  letter  from  General  Oliver  Wolcott,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  dated  January  18th,  1782. 

4th.  A  letter  from  the  Revd.  Jonathan  Edwards,  to  Noah 
Smith. 

5th.  The  articles  of  unions  with  the  eastern  and  western  dis- 
tricts. 

Adjourned  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Met,  according  to  adjournment. 

6th.  The  Proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  in  October  last,  upon 
the  said  resolutions  of  Congress,  were  read. 

After  some  debate,  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  1* 
o'clock. 

February  20th,  9  o'clock.     Met,  agreeable  to  adjournment. 

7th.  A  letter  from  Colonel  Lutterloh,  to  Major  Fay,  was  read  ; 
and  after  some  debate  on  the  business,  adjourned  until  2  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

2  o'clock,  P.  M.  met  according  to  adjournment. 

8th.     A  letter  from  General  Patterson,  to  Major  Fay,  was  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Chandler,  that  the  sense  of  the 
committee  be  taken  upon  the  following  question,  viz  :  —  whether 
Congress,  in  their  resolutioos  of  the  7th  and  21st  of  August  last, 
in  guaranteeing,  to  the  respective  states  of  New  York  and  New 

^  Council  Journal^  1781  to  1784,  53. 
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Hampshire,  all  the  territory  without  certain  limits,  therein  ex- 
pressed, has  not  eventually  determined  the  boundaries  of  this 
state  ? 

Which  question  being  put,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative : 
whereupon, 

Resolvedj  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  Congress,  in 
their  resolutions  of  the  7th  and  21st  of  August  last,  in  guarantee- 
ing to  the  respective  states  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  all 
territory  without  certain  limits,  therein  expressed,  have  eventually 
determined  the  boundaries  of  this  state. 

And  whereas,  it  appears  to  this  committee,  consistent  with  the 
spirit,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  articles  of  union,  entered 
into  by  this  state  with  the  inhabitants  of  a  certain  district  of  coun- 
try, on  the  east  side  of  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  and  on 
the  west  side  of  a  line  twenty  miles  cast  of  Hudson's  river, 
(which  articles  of  union  were  executed  on  the  2od  day  of  Febru- 
ary, and  the  loth  day  of  June  last  past,)  that  congress  should  con- 
sider, and  determine,  the  boundary  lines  of  this  state, — Therefore, 
this  committee  recommend  to  the  assembly  of  this  state,  to  pass 
i-esolutions,  declaring  their  acquiescence  in,  and  accession  to,  the 
determination  made  by  congress  of  the  said  boundary  lines,  be- 
tween the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  respectively, 
and  this  state,  as  they  are,  in  said  resolutions,  defined  and  de- 
scribed, and  also,  expressly  relinquishing  all  claim  to,  and  juris- 
diction of,  and  over,  the  said  districts  of  territory,  without  said 
boundary  lines,  and  the  inhabitants  thereon  residing. 

Confidiog  in  the  faith,  and  wisdom  of  congress,  that  they  will, 
immediately,  enter  on  measures  to  carry  into  effect  the  other  mat- 
ters in  said  resolutions  contained,  and  settle  on  equitable  terms, 
whereby  this  state  may  be  received  into,  and  have  and  enjoy  all 
the  protection,  rights  and  advantages  of  a  fedciral  union  with  the 
United  States  of  America,  as  a  free,  independent  and  sovereign 
state,  as  is  held  forth  to  us  in  and  by  said  resolutions. 

And  this  committee  do  further  recommend  to  the  assembly,  that 
they  cause  official  information  of  their  resolutions  to  be  immedi- 
ately transmited  to  the  congress  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the 
states  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire. 

In  Assembly:  Feb.  21.  The  aforesaid  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole  was  read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 

Resolved^  that  a  committee  of  three,  to  join  a  committee  from  the 
council,  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  or  bills  agreeable  to  said 
report  and  lay  the  same  before  this  house.  The  members  chosen, 
Mr.  Tichenor,  Mr.  Chandler,  and  Mr.  Knight. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tichenor,  Remlved^  that  a  conunittee  of  five, 
to  join  a  committee  from  the  council,  be  appoiuted  to  point  out 
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some  mode  of  relief  relative  to  the  injuries  the  people  of  the  East- 
ern and  Western  Unions  have  sustained  in  consequence  of  their 
alliance  to  this  state.  The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Jacob,  Mr.  Har- 
ris, Mr.  Powell,  Mr.  Dana,  and  Mr.  Styles. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  Styles,  Resolved^  that  this  house  do 
judge  that  the  Articles  of  Union  are  completely  dissolved.' 

Ordered^  that  the  clerk  of  this  assembly  be  and  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  make  up  the  debenture  of  the  members  belonging  to  the 
late  unions,  and  lay  the  same  before  this  house  to-morrow  morning. 

Feb.  22d.  A  debenture  of  the  members  belonging  to  the  East- 
ern and  Western  Unions,  that  have  attended  this  assembly  the 
present  session,  was  read  and  passed  the  house. 

The  governor  and  council  waited  in  the  house,  and  requested 
that  they  would  proceed  to  public  business  of  importance  to  the 
state,  <S:c.     On  motion  made, 

Re^ohed^  that  the  house  will  proceed  to  choose  by  joint  ballot 
with  the  governor  and  council,  three  persons  to  transact  the  pub- 
lic business  of  this  state  at  congress. 

Ix  Joint  Assembly  :  The  ballots  being  taken,  the  hon'l  Moses 
Robinson,  Paul  Spooner,  esqr.,  and  Isaac  Tichenor,  esqr.,  were 
elected.^ 

In  Assembly,  Fob.  22 :  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  mode  of  redressing  the  people  in  the  Eastern  and  Western 
Unions,  <tc.,  brought  in  the  following  report,  viz: 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee  that  some  proper  per- 
sons be  immediately  sent  to  those  officers  who  are  now  arresting 
and  making  prisoners  every  person  they  can  find  tvho  have  hereto- 
fore been  active  in  joining  this  state,  entreating  them  to  suspend 
the  execution  of  law  until  tlie  aforementioned  persons  can  have 
time  to  petition  the  assembly  of  New  York  to  be  restored,  and 
showing  their  willingness  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  said 
state,  provided  the  legislature  [thereof]  should  pass  an  act  of 
grace.  And  also  that  a  petition  be  presented  by  our  agents  to 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  praying  them  to  interpose  by 
recommending  to  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  to 
pass  acts  of  oblivion  in  their  behalf. 

Joseph  Bowker,  for  Committee. 

The  above  report  was  read  and  accepted  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
the  people  of  the  late  Western  Union,  and  ordered  that  a  bill  he 
brought  in  accordingly. 

Resolved,  that  gen'l  Sam'l  SaflFord,  Ezra  Styles,  esqr.,  and  gen'l 

^  Information  of  this  repeal  of  the  Unions  was  communicated  by  gov. 
Chittenden  to  gen.  Washington.  — Index  to  Stephens  Papers,  28. 
^  Assembly  Journal,  1777-1784,  349-352. 
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Roger  Enos  be  and  they  are  herebj  requested  forthwith  to  repair, 
with  suitable  instinictions  from  the  council,  to  the  Western  Dis- 
trict, to  prosecute  the  intentions  of  the  aforesaid  report.' 

Feb.  23:  The  following  resolution  of  the  Board  of  War  was 
read: 

In  Board  op  War,  Feb.  22, 1782. 

Resolved^  that  it  be  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  hon'l. 
general  assembly  now  sitting  in  Bennington,  that  this  state  raise 
one  battalion,  consisting  of  five  hundred  and  fourteen,  officers  in- 
cluded, for  the  defense  of  this  state  the  ensuing  campaign,  to  be 
commanded  by  one  lieut.-col.  commander,  one  major,  eight  cap- 
tains, and  sixteen  subalterns ;  that  they  continue  in  service  till 
the  15th  day  of  Dec'r  next,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  that  each 
town  in  this  state  raise,  equip,  and  pay  their  equal  proportion  of 
the  aforesaid  battalion,  according  to  their  lists  given  in  to  the 
assembly  in  Oct'r,  1781.  That  the  general  assembly  appoint  some 
suitable  person  to  repair  immediately  to  maj'r-gen'l  Heath,  or  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  northern  department,  and  request 
him  to  furnish  this  state  with  two  thousand  contiuental  arms,  with 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  ammunition.  And  that  the  fort  at  Pitts- 
ford  be  removed  to  Capt.  Jonathan  Fassett's  house  in  said  Pittsford. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

John  Fassett,  Sect/,  P.  T, 

Afternoon  :  The  house  took  under  consideration  the  resolution 
of  the  Board  of  War  as  recorded  [above,]  and  after  some  time 
spent  in  debating  thereon. 

Resolved,  that  there  be  raised  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  three 
hundred  men,  officers  included,  for  the  defense  of  this  state  ;  and 
that  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  be  raised  and  paid 
by  the  diflferent  towns,  agreeable  to  their  list  retunied  last  Octo- 
ber, and  that  the  commissioned  officers  receive  their  pay  out  of 
this  state's  treasury ;  and  that  the  governor  and  council  be  and 
they  are  hereby  requested  to  write  to  gen'l  Washington  and  desire 
him  to  furnish  two  thousand  arms  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  am- 
munition for  the  use  of  this  state. 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  ten,  to  join  a  committee  from  the 
council,  be  appointed  to  report  their  opinion  what  number  of  com- 
missioned officers  ought  to  be  appointed  to  command  the  troops  to 
be  raised  as  aforesaid,  and  bring  in  a  nomination  of  such  officers 


^  Assembly  Journal^  353, 354.  The  foregoing  report  Implies  that,  while 
governor  Chittenden  had  proposed  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction 
in  the  West  Union  for  the  time  then  being,  New  York  was  zealous  in 
enforcing  her  own  laws  in  the  same  territory. 
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to  be  appointed,  except  the  field  oflScers,  which  are  to  be  appointed 
by  ballot.     [Committee  of  ten  appointed.] 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  five,  to  join  a  committee  from  the 
council,  be  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  agents  that 
are  appointed  to  wait  on  congress,  and  make  report.  The  mem- 
bers chosen,  Mr.  Chandler,  Mr.  Townshend,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr. 
Knight,  and  Mr.  Lyon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  agreeable  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  brought  in  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  read  and  passed  into  resolutions  of  this  house, 
viz :  [Here  are  recited  the  resolutions  of  the  joint  assembly, 
styled  *'  committee  of  the  whole,"  of  February  20  ;]  and  thereupon, 

Ilesolved,  that  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  and  a  line 
beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Massachusetts  state,  from 
thence  northward,  twenty  miles  cast  of  Hudson's  river,  as  speci- 
fied in  the  resolutions  of  August  last,  shall  be  considered  as  the 
east  and  west  boundaries  of  this  state ;  and  that  this  assembly  do, 
hereby,  relinquish  all  claim  and  demand  to,  and  right  of  jurisdic- 
tion in,  and  over,  any,  and  every  district  of  territory  without  said 
boundary  line  ;  and  that  authenticated  copies  of  this  resolution 
be,  forthwith,  officially  transmitted  to  congress,  and  the  states  of 
New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  respectively.' 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  general  assembly  construed  the  res- 
olutions of  congress  of  August,  1781,  as  being  in  substance  an  es- 
tablishment of  the  boundary  lines  of  Vermont,  (consequently  a 
recognition  of  her  independence ;)  and  therefore  the  Unions  were 
dissolved  in  compliance  with  article  second  of  the  conditions  of 
union.  In  short,  it  was  then  believed  that  the  purpose  of  the  un- 
ions had  l^een  substantially  effected. 

February  25,  the  subordinate  officers  for  the  troops  for  the  en- 
suing year  were  appointed,  including  a  muster-master  from  each 
side  of  the  green  mountains.^ 

February  26,  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  instructions 
to  the  agents  of  Vermont  at  congress,  reported  as  follows  :^ 

Gentlemen :  —  You  will  repair,  without  loss  of  time,  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  are  to  consider  yourselves  as  Plenipotentiaries,  in- 
vested with  full  power  to  agree  on  terms  upon  which  this  state 
shall  come  into  an  union  with  the  United  States  of  North  America  ; 
and,  in  case  of  such  agreement,  in  behalf  of  this  state,  to  sign  and 
ratify  articles  of  foederal  union  with  the  confederated  states  of 


*  Assembly  Journal,  356-359.     *  Same,  370.    '  Same,  373. 
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America ;  but  it  is  not  expected  that  more  than  one  of  you  will 
remain  at  Philadelphia,  at  a  time.  .^.^ 

In  youi'  negociation,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  so  conduct,  as 
to  induce  the  persons  you  negociate  with,  to  believe  that  your 
constituents  expect  to  be  admitted  free  from  arrears  of  the  conti- 
nental debt,  already  accrued  ;  and  to  discharge  their  own.  If  this 
cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  expected  that  you  will  reduce  that  part 
of  the  continental  debt,  which  this  state  shall  have  to  pay,  to  as 
small  a  sum  as  possible :  —  And  that  you  make  ^returns  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  as  soon  as  may  be,  of  the  certain  sum  which 
you  shall  covenant  that  this  state  shall  pay. 

Samuel  Fletcher,  for  Committee. 

OP  V^loNT.  I  ^^  General  Assembly,  Feb.  26th,  1782, 

The  within  instructions  were  read,  and  passed  the  House. 

Attest,  —  Ros.  Hopkins,  Clerk. 
True  Copy,  —  Attest,     Thomas  Tolman,  D.  Sec,  Council. 

At  this  time,  the  agents  of  Vermont  to  congress  had  just  left 
Philadelphia,  to  return  to  Vermont,  and  on  their  way  they  were 
surprised  by  news  of  the  action  of  Vermont  in  their  absence. 
These  were  "unwelcome  tidings" — "the  legislature  of  Ver- 
mont, without  waiting  the  advice  or  arrival  of  their  agents  from 
congress,  became  the  dupes  of  state  politicians,  precipitately  dis- 
solved their  unions,  lessened  their  strength,  real  and  political 
consequence.''* 

In  Joint  Assembly  :  Moses  Robinson,  Paul  Spooner,  and  Isaac 
Tichenor  were  elected  delegates  "to  represent  this  state  in  con- 
gress, if  articles  of  union  can  be  agreed  on  between  the  agents  ap- 
pointed by  this  state  and  the  congress  of  the  United  States ;"  and 
maj.  Gideon  Brownson  was  elected  major-commandant  of  the  bat- 
talion to  be  raised  for  the  defense  of  the  state. 

Feb.  27th,  the  Board  of  War  was  empowered  to  take  all  neces- 
sary measures  for  procuring  ammunition. 

Feb.  28th,  Jonas  Fay  was  elected  delegate  to  congress  in  addi- 
tion to  the  gentlemen  before  elected ;  and  it  was 

Resolved^  that  the  hon'l.  Paul  Spooner,  Moses  Robinson,  and 


*Ira  Allen,  in  Vt.  HisL  Coll.,  Vol.  i,  449,  450.    For  further  views  of 
colonel  Allen,  who  may  be  considered  the  organ  of  the  party  supporting 
the  Unions,  see  Same,  449-457. 
32 
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Jonas  Fay,  esqrs.  and  Isaac  Tichenor,  esqr.,  be  and  are  hereby 
requested  to  repair  to  congress  without  delay  on  the  business  of 
their  appointment.' 

The  only  acts  of  the  February  session  noteworthy  were : 
An  act  for  taking  ofiF  the  tendry  of  the  paper  currency  of  this 
state  (except  in  the  treasury  of  the  state)  the  first  day  of  June 
next. 

An  act  for  the  purpose  of  raising  three  hundred  able-bodied,  ef- 
fective men,  for  the  ensuing  campaign.^ 

Feb.  23.  Seth  Smith,  on  his  way  homeward  from  Philadelphia, 
gave  to  gov.  Clinton  a  copy  of  his  "  representation  "  to  congress, 
with  a  petition  to  the  legislature  of  New  York,  dated  Feb.  11th. 
In  the  latter  document  he  stated  that  he  had  been  authorised  by 
his  constituents  [adherents  to  New  York  in  Vermont]  to  apply  to 
both  congress  and  New  York  for  aid  ;  that  the  well  afiected  on 
the  grants  would  cheerfully  render  obedience  to  New  York,  but 
that  by  the  laws  of  Vermont  they  were  deprived  of  civil  and  mili- 
tary power,  and  they  were  determined  to  resort  to  "  the  natural 
means  of  defense  by  arms,"  unless  interposition  should  be  made 
in  their  behalf.  He  prayed  for  seasonable  and  vigorous  measures, 
to  prevent  the  necessity  of  repelling  force  by  force.  These  docu- 
ments were  read  and  referred  in  the  assembly  of  New  York  on 
the  23d  of  February ;  at  which  time  the  same  Seth  Smith  had  a 
petition  pending  in  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  to  relieve  him  from 
an  indictment  in  Windham  county,  before  noted,  and  the  petition 
was  granted  by  the  council,  in  concurrence  with  the  house,  Feb- 
ruary 26,  on  condition  that  Smith  would  take  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  Vermont.3 

One  of  the  British  Commissioners  to  Ira  Allen  [probably. "] 
[Extract.^] 

February  28.  My  anxiety  to  hear  from  you,  induced  me  to 
apply  to  his  excellency  [general  Haldimand]  for  leave  to  send 


^Assembly  Journal^  374,  388, 389.    The  treasurer  had  been  ordered  pre- 
viously "  to  lay  by  for  the  delegates  to  congress  £100." 
«Ft.  /Sto^e  Papers,  446. 

^ EastemVermont,  418, 419.    Coundl  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  60. 
^Williams,  Vol.  n,  209.    HUt.  CoU,,  Vol.  i,  464. 
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the  bearer  with  this,  which  having  obtained,  I  earnestly  request 
you  to  send  me  in  the  most  candid,  unreserved  manner  the  present 
wishes  and  intentions  of  the  people,  and  leading  men  of  your 
state,  respecting  our  former  negotiations  ;  and  what  eflfect  the  late 
catastrophe  of  lord  Cornwallis  had  on  them.  Will  it  not  be  well 
to  consider  the  many  chances  and  vicissitudes  of  war  ?  However 
brilliant  the  last  campaign  may  appear,  the  next  may  wear  a  very 
different  aspect.  Add  to  this,  the  great  probability  of  your  being 
ruined  by  your  haughty  neighbors,  elated  by  (what  they  call)  a 
signal  victory ;  and  I  hope  you  will  see,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  more 
than  ever  your  interest  to  unite  yourself  with  those  who  wish  to 
make  you  a  happy  and  free  government.  Will  there  be  a  proper 
time  to  send  the  proclamations  ?  I  repeat  my  request,  that  you 
will  tell  me,  without  reserve,  what  may  be  expected  in  future. 

H.  —  Gen,  Haidimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 

Quebec,  March  5th,  1782. 

1782  ^^^' — ^^^°8  under  a  necessity  of  sending  an  officer 

March  5.  through  the  woods  to  Halifax,  I  am  happy  in  having  an 

opportunity  though  by  so  long  a  route  of  communicating 

with  Your  Excellency  and  expressing  my  concern  at  having  been 

so  long  deprived  of  the  honor  of  hearing  from  you  notwithstanding 

the  many  efforts  I  have  made  to  obtain  that  satisfaction. 

My  letters  in  cypher  dated  the  13th  and  24th  of  September  and 
the  3rd  October  and  14th  of  November,  I  am  fearful  never  reached 
you.  Those  of  the  27th,  28th,  and  29th  of  September,  the  1st,  2nd, 
and  3rd  of  October  by  the  Garland,  and  of  the  12th  and  14th  of 
November  by  the  Pandora,  have  I  hope  been  more  fortunate. 

Your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  2nd  of  August,  which  I  receiv- 
ed so  long  ago  as  the  21st  of  September,  was  the  last  that  has 
come  to  my  hands.  I  am  therefore  apprehensive  that  dispatches 
from  you  must  have  miscarried,  persuaded  that,  feeling  for  the 
anxiety  expressed  in  my  letter  to  hear  from  you  particularly  upon 
the  subject  of  Vermont  affairs,  your  Excellency  would  not  have 
denied  me  that  pleasure.  I  am  most  anxious  for  the  return  of  my 
last  messenger,  dispatched  on  the  fourteenth  of  November,  having 
been  for  many  months  without  having  received  the  least  intelli- 
gence from  any  authority  that  can  be  depended  on,  and  finding  by 
reports  brought  in  by  the  last  scouts  that  preparations  are  making 
at  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Albany  which  indicate  a  renewal 
of  the  enemy's  design  against  this  Province  upon  the  plan  discov- 
ered by  the  capture  of  Mr.  Lawrence.  It  is  unnecessary  to  write 
the  particulars  of  these  reports  as  they  of  course  prevail  with  you, 
and  from  your  authentic  knowledge  of  the  state  of  things  in  the 
active  scenes,  it  will  be  in  your  power  to  judge  if  they  have  any 
foundation. 
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The  conduct  of  the  Canadians  obviously  discovers  that  they  are 
in  early  expectation  of  some  revolution  from  which  they  expect  to 
derive  advantage,  and  tho'  all  my  efforts  have  proved  ineffectual 
in  making  any  very  material  discoveries,  there  is  not  a  doubt  that 
an  intercourse  is  supported  between  them  and  the  French,  and 
that  it  is  from  that  source  their  hopes  are  fed  and  their  conduct  is 
influenced.  A  report  now  prevails  amongst  them  that  the  Pope 
has  issued  a  Bull  absolving  them  from  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  English  on  their  returning  to  that  of  Prance.  It  is  likewise 
said  that  the  congress  have  issued  a  Proclamation  declaring  par- 
don to  all  Americans  who,  having  been  induced  to  join  the  King's 
army,  will  acknowledge  and  support  the  independence  of  the 
states.  Whether  these  reports  are  true  or  false,  they  hare  their 
effects. 

Thus  circumstanced,  it  is  needless  to  express  to  your  Excellency 
how  very  acceptable  any  information  upon  a  subject  so  nearly  con- 
cerning the  King's  interests  and  my  own  happiness  must  be  to  me, 
and  I  rely  on  your  Excellency's  goodness  in  communicating  to  me, 
with  all  the  dispatch  that  may  be  necessary,  such  information  as 
shall  come  to  your  knowledge,  should  it  appear  to  you  that  the 
enemy's  intention  is  to  invade  this  Province. 

To  provide  against  accidents,  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  to 
youi'  Excellency  a  duplicate  of  my  present  dispatch  to  Lord 
George  Germaine,  by  Halifax,  and  request  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  forward  it  by  the  first  safe  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  Sir, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Pred'k  Haldimand. 

Indorsed  :  -'  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  March 
6th,  1782."     -  No.  2.     E." 

General  Schuyler^  at  Pokeepaie^  to  General  Washingtm.^ 
March  6.  When  the  present  session  of  the  legislature  opened, 
I  found  both  houses  pervaded  with  the  same  spirit  which  dictated 
the  violent  resolutions  of  last  fall,  [November  15-19,  1781,] 
against  congress,  for  their  act  of  the  20th  of  August  in  favor  of 
Vermont,  and  the  house  of  assembly  on  the  last  [of  February,] 
had  actually  proceeded  so  far  as  to  send  up  [to  the  senate]  for 
concurrence  a  resolution  declaring,  in  very  explicit  and  very 
pointed  terms,  that  the  strength  and  supplies  of  the  state  should  be 
withheld,  until  congress  reversed  said  act,  and  should  decide 
agreeably  to  equity,  and  carry  their  decision  into  effect.  A  de- 
termination so  violent,  and  so  replete  with  variety  of  evil  to  this 

*  Washington  Letters^  in  State  Department,  Vol.  Liv,  358. 
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and  the  other  states,  alarmed  me  so  exceedingly  that,  although 
then  still  confined  with  a  severe  fit  of  the  gout,  I  considered  it 
incumbent  on  me,  rather  to  risk  a  relapse,  than  not  be  present  at 
the  deliberations  of  the  senate  on  so  interesting  a  subject.  It 
was  agitated  on  the  third  instant,  and  I  have  reason  to  be  pleased 
that  I  attended,  for  although  the  senate  are  determined  so  far  to 
acquiesce  with  the  assembly  as  to  animadvert  on  the  precipitancy 
with  which  congress  decided,  and  perhaps  to  transmit  a  protest  on 
the  occasion,  they  will  nevertheless  reject  the  resolutions  of  the 
other  house  and  afford  what  [aid]  they  can  to  the  common  cause. 

March  7,  8.  The  governor  and  council  met  at  Shaftsbury  on 
the  7th  of  March,  and  were  notified  of  the  return  of  Jonas  Fay 
and  Ira  Allen,  the  agents  to  congress.  On  the  8th  their  report 
was  made  to  the  council/  Ira  Allen  stated  that  the  governor  and 
council  were  then  making  out  credentials  and  instructions  to  the 
delegation  to  congress,  which  had  been  appointed  in  February  ; 
adding  that 

A  question  then  arose,  and  the  opinion  of  said  agents  [just 
returned  from  congress]  was  required  by  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, whether  Vermont  would,  after  complying  with  the  resolves  of 
congress,  be  admitted  to  the  federal  union.  The  agents  [Fay  and 
Allen]  answered,  that  in  their  opinion  Vermont  would  not  be 
admitted  ;  that  she  had,  by  dissolving  her  unions,  weakened  her 
strength,  lessened  her  consequence,  and  exposed  herself  to  tlie 
sport  of  state  politicians,  and  her  safety  much  depended  on  the 
events  of  peace  or  war.^ 

March  9.  Gen.  Samuel  SaflFord  and  Abel  Curtis,  esquire,  were 
appointed  members  of  the  board  of  war,  by  the  governor  and 
council,  to  fill  vacancies.3 

>b7r  Henry  Clinton  to  Creneral  Haldimand. 

New  York,  March  10th,  1782. 
It  was  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  January  mail  could  con- 
tain powers  adequate  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  wishes  of  the 


*  Council  Journal^  1781  to  1784,  05. 

*  Vt.  Hist  Coll,  Vol.  I,  449,  450.  The  unions  were  dissolved  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Ira  Allen  certainly,  and  of  Ethan  (in  Connecticut)  probably,  and 
much  to  their  dissatisfaction. 

» Council  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  65. 
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people  of  Vermont,  because,  as  to  some  of  them,  the  Executive 
will  want  the  Legislative  aid. 

I  am  accordingly  only  desired  to  continue  the  intercourse  and 
correspondence  with  them,  and  to  encourage  them  to  expect  that 
if  they  adhere  to  his  Majesty  their  interest  will  be  properly  at- 
tended to. 

Aware  of  the  necessity  of  observing  the  utmost  secrecy  in  these 
negociations,  I  resolved  that  what  they  may  be  anxious  to  know 
should  pass  through  you,  and  by  channels  themselves  may  have 
directed  as  most  safe. 

This  compelled  me  to  apprise  you  as  speedily  as  possible  over- 
land of  the  contents  of  my  dispatches  as  well  as  yours,  and  that  I 
might  not  trust  to  our  hand  to  break  the  seals  of  those  to  you, 
your  original  I  shall  forward  by  the  first  ship  for  Quebec. 

If  our  intelligence  from  the  north  country  is  to  be  relied  upon, 
the  usurpers  of  this  Province  are  meditating  force  against  the 
Vermonters,  but  it  is  said  that  among  others,  General  Schuyler, 
and  Mr.  Scott  one  of  their  own  delegates,  disapprove  of  the 
design. 

You  will  find  under  this  cover  a  printed  protest,  by  what  is 
called  the  state  of  New  York,  against  the  congress,  which  may 
lead  to  consequences  that  magnify  this  object  and  render  it  more 
and  more  worthy  of  our  attention. 

Notwithstanding  the  intelligence  that  has  been  sent  you  respect- 
ing an  intended  attack  on  Canada,  I  think  it  more  likely  that  the 
enemy  will  attempt  one  against  this  post. 

Thus  far  in  cypher. 

I  refer  you  to  the  newspapers  I  send  you  by  the  bearer  for 
West  India  news.  It  is  supposed  Sir  G.  R.  sailed  from  England 
about  the  16th  of  January  for  the  Leeward  Islands. 

Indorsed  :  "  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  General  Haldimand,  March 
10th,  1782.  0.  sent  by  Davis, 

D.  p  Wynant  Williams, 
T.  p  John  McKiel, 
Including  a  copy  in  cypher  of  Lord   George  Germaine's  letter. 
No.  34,  and  circular  one  to  General  Haldimand."     ''  No.  35." 

Governor  Chittenden  to  Q-eneral  Washington.^ 

Arlington,  March  16, 1782. 
Sir :  —  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
Ist  of  January  by  express.     I  am  not  insensible  that  the  delicacy 
of  your  station  in  the  empire  renders  it  ineligible  for  you  to  ad- 

^  Bevolutionary  Correspondence,  Letters  to  Washington,  Vol.  m,  492. 
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dress  me  in  my  public  character.  Your  noticing  us,  therefore,  in 
your  private  capacity,  under  our  circumstances,  I  beg  leave  to  es- 
teem as  the  strongest  mark  of  your  magnanimity  and  friendship. 
While  we  receive  with  gratitude  the  resolves  of  Congress,  of  the 
7th  and  21st  of  August  last,  it  affords  us  great  satisfaction  that 
your  Excellency  is  willing  to  consider  them  as  implying  the  right, 
which  Vermont  claims,  to  be  a  state,  within  certain  described 
bounds.  And,  as  the  dispute  of  boundary  is  the  only  one  that 
hath  prevented  our  union  with  the  Confederacy,  I  am  very  happy 
in  being  able  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  that  is  now  removed 
on  our  part,  by  our  withdrawing  our  claims  upon  New  Hampshire 
and  New  York,  and  by  confining  ourselves  solely,  or  very  nearly, 
to  that  tract  of  country  which  is  described  in  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  21st  of  August  last.'  Since,  therefore,  we  have  with- 
drawn our  jurisdiction  to  the  confines  of  our  old  limits,  we  enter- 
tain the  highest  expectations  that  we  shall  soon  obtain  what  we 
have  so  long  been  seeking  after,  an  acknowledgement  of  inde- 
pendence and  sovereignty.  For  this  we  have  appointed  Commis- 
sioners, with  plenary  powers,  to  negotiate  an  alliance  with  the 
Confederated  States,  and,  if  they  succeed,  to  take  seats  in  Con- 
gress. Should  Heaven  prosper  the  designs  of  their  negotiation, 
we  please  ourselves  much  that  we,  who  are  of  one  sentiment  in 
the  common  cause,  and  who  have  but  one  common  interest,  shall 
yet  become  one  nation,  and  yet  be  great  and  happy.  The 
glory  of  America  is  our  glory,  and  with  our  country  we  mean  to 
live  or  die,  as  her  fate  shall  be.  I  have  no  need  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency,  that  our  local  as  well  as  our  military  (not  to  say  po- 
litical) situation,  as  an  extended  frontier,  awfully  exposed  these 
infant  plantations  to  the  power  and  fury  of  the  common  en- 
emy. Might  we  be  so  happy  as  to  draw  the  attention  of  our 
country,  we  hope  to  be  favored  with  your  particular  exertion.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obed't  and  humble  serv't,    Thomas  Chittenden. 

P.  S.  —  This  will  be  delivered  by  one  of  our  agents,  to  whom  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excellency  for  the  more  particular  situa- 
tion of  this  State,  with  regard  to  military  preparations  and  state 
of  defence. 

March  18.  The  governor  and  council  issued  warrants  to  the 
sheriflfs  of  the  several  counties  to  collect  the  provision  tax  for  the 

*  This  resolution  is  most  frequently  stated  as  of  the  20th  of  August  in 
the  Vermont  records,  but  here  Chittenden  followed  the  date  in  Wash- 
ington's letter.  The  resolution  adopted  on  the  20th  was  reconsidered 
and  adopted  on  th^  21st. 
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support  of  the  troops,  and  these  oflScers  were  empowered  to  levy 
on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  selectmen  as  had  failed  to  collect 
the  quota  of  their  town.' 

Extract  from  Gov.  Clinton^  s  Message  to  the  Assembly  of  New  York  ' 

March  21.  I  cannot  forbear  recommending  to  your  particular 
attention,  the  affidavits  and  other  papers,  which  pj-ove  a  treasona- 
ble and  dangerous  intercourse  and  connexion  between  the  leaders 
of  the  revolt  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  state,  and  the  com- 
mon enemy.  In  order  that  you  may  form  a  competent  judgment 
of  tlie  matter,  such  of  the  original  papers  respecting  it  as  are  in 
my  possession  will  be  delivered  to  you.  Your  own  prudence  will 
however  suggest  that  these  communications,  as  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  the  intelligence  is  derived, 
ought  not  to  be  divulged.  I  have  only  to  observe,  that  these 
proofs  are  corroborated  by  a  variety  of  circumstances,  which 
equally  tend  to  show,  that  these  criminal  transactions  are  not  con- 
fined to  individuals,  but  have  been  conducted  under  the  sanction 
of  that  usurped  government. 

Here  followed  the  affidavit  of  John  Edgar,  but  it  was  not  given 
in  the  copy  furnished,  and  the  editor  cannot  supply  it.  William 
L.  Stone  gave  the  substance  of  both  affidavits,  and  noticed  no  ma- 
terial difference,  except  that  Edgar  stated  that  Vermont  was  to 
furnish  to  the  king  two  thousand  meu.^ 

David  Abeel's  Affidavit. 

State  of  Neiv  York^  ss.  David  Abeel  of  Kattskill,  In  the 
county  of  Albany,  yeoman,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith 
that  some  time  in  the  month  of  April  last  past,  he  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  his  own  house  by  a  party  of  Indians  and  tories,  and  car- 
ried to  Niagara,  and  from  thence  to  Montreal. 

That  on  his  way  to  the  latter  place,  at  the  Cedars,  he  saw  one 
Johnson  [of]  Fort  Herkimer,  who  informed  this  deponent,  that 
the  people  on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  headed  by  Col.  Allen, 
would  join  the  British  with  1500  men  ;*  that  a  Major  Allen  was 
then  gone  down  to  Quebec  for  that  purpose ;  that  at  Montreal  it 
was  the  general  report  that  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  would 
join  them ;  that  this  deponent  saw  at  the  Isle  V  Noix,  a  Major 

\Council  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  66-68. 
*From  ''The  Bememhrancer  (London) /or  the  year  1782." 
^lAfe  of  Brant,  Vol.  ii,  197. 

*  Allen  did  not  start  from  Vermont  for  Isle  aux  Noix  until  May  1.  — 
Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  I,  421. 
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Fay,  on  board  a  vessel  called  the  Royal  George,  and  who  this 
deponent  understood,  was  an  inhabitant  on  the  Grants  ;  that  on 
board  the  said  vessel  was  one  Dr.  Smith,  Capt.  Sherwood,  and 
another  person,  whose  name  the  deponent  docs  not  recollect,  who 
were  appointed  commissioners  to  treat  with  the  said  Major  Pay  ; 
that  the  said  Fay  brought  with  him  upwards  of  thirty  Hessians, 
deserted  from  Burgoyne's  army,  for  exchange,  as  this  deponent 
was  informed,  and  whicli  he  delivered  to  the  British,  and  further 
this  deponent  saith  not.  David  Abeel. 

Sworn  the  20th  day  of  December,  1781,  before 

Richard  Morris, 
Robert  Yates. 

Extracts  of  a  Letter  from ,  dated  January  5, 1782. 

A  gentleman  of  intelligence,  who  left  New  York  on  the  23d 
ult.,  and  in  whom  I  can  place  full  confidence,  gave  me  the  follow- 
ing particulars,  which  T  conceived  your  excellency  entitled  to ;  I 
therefore  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  them : 

That  some  time  since,  commissioners  had  met  with  persons  ap- 
pointed by  Gen.  Haldimand,  and  oflfered  to  become  subjects  to  the 
crown  and  government  of  Great  Britain,  upon  the  following 
terms,  viz : 

Firsts  that  the  territory  as  claimed  by  the  Vermonters,  be  cons- 
tituted a  separate  government. 

Secondly^  that  the  same  form  of  government  be  granted  unto 
them,  as  was  formerly  enjoyed  by  Connecticut,  excepting  that  the 
governor  of  the  province  should,  from  time  to  time,  be  nominated 
and  appointed  by  the  crown. 

Thirdly^  that  they  be  allowed  to  remain  neuter  during  the  pres- 
ent contest,  unless  the  war  is  carried  within  their  own  territory. 

Fourthly,  that  tliey  would  raise  two  battalions  properly  oflS- 
cered,  for  their  internal  defense.  These  troops  to  be  in  British 
pay,  &c.,  but  not  to  be  called  into  service,  unless  in  defense  of  the 
province. 

That  they  be  allowed  a  free  trade  to  Canada  and  be  protected 
therein. 

These  are  all  the  particulars  that  could  be  obtained  respecting 
the  terniB  held  out  by  said  commissioners.  The  papers  were  deliv- 
ered to  Gen.  Haldimand,  who,  considering  the  matter  of  too  im- 
portant a  nature  for  him  to  decide  upon,  transmitted  them  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  as  one  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain's  commission- 
ers for  restoring,  ^c,  by  whom  they  were  laid  before  Justice  Wm. 
Smith,  who  gave  his  opinion,  that  the  powers  vested  in  the  king's 
commissioners  did  not  authorize  them  to  determine  a  matter  of  so 
much  consequence,  and  of  so  singular  a  nature ;  that  nothing 
33 
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short  of  an  act  of  parliament  would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  ; 
the  papers  relative  to  this  matter  should  be  laid  before  the  king 
in  council,  that  the  necessary  steps -may  be  taken ;  which  was 
accordingly  then  done,  and  the  resalt  is  expected. 

I  am  also  informed  that  Mr. of  the  city  of  New  York, 

who  claims  land  in  Vermont,  has  it  in  contemplation  to  go  thither 
by  the  way  of  Connecticut.  What  commission  he  may  possibly  be 
charged  with,  is  not  in  my  power  to  determine.  This  however  is 
certain,  that  the  enemy  form  great  expectations  from  the  apparent 
temper  of  Vermont. 

The  aforegoing  are  true  copies  of  two  affidavits,  and  an  extract 
of  a  letter,  delivered  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
with  his  excellency  the  governor's  message,  at  their  present  meet- 
ing, except  as  to  the  names  of  certain  persons  and  places  mention- 
ed in  the  originals,  which  it  would  be  improper  to  divulge,  and 
are  therefore  omitted  in  the  copies.     Examined  by 

Robert  Benson,  Sec, 

Pokeepsie,  Feb.  2,  1782. 

James  Madison  to  Edmund  Pendleton,  —  [Extract.]' 

The  only  event  with  which  the  period  since  my  last 

April  2.    has  enabled  me  to  repay  your  favor  of  the  28th  ultimo, 

is  the  arrival  of  four  deputies  from   Vermont,  with  a 

plenipotentiary  commission  to  accede  to  the  confederacy.     The 

business  is  referred  to  a  committee  who  are  sufficiently  devoted  to 

the  policy  of  gaining  the  vote  of  Vermont  into  congress. 

April  14.  The  legislature  of  New  York  passed  two  acts,  one 
in  regard  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  territory  composing  the  late 
West  Union  of  Vermont,  and  the  other  covering  the  whole  of 
Vermont.  The  first  extended  a  pardon  to  all  who  had  denied  the 
jurisdiction  of  New  York,  which  pardon  embraced  every  ofibnse 
except  the  crimes  of  treason  and  murder  —  treason  in  this  case 
being  defined  as  "adhering  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain." 

The  other  act  confirmed  to  the  grantees  every  charter  of  laud 
made  by  New  Hampshire  issued  prior  to  any  charter  granted  by 
New  York  for  the  same  lands ;  and  provided  that  such  New 
Hampshire  charters  might  be  used  as  evidence  in  the  courts  of  New 
York.  This  act  further  confirmed  all  charters  granted  by  Vermont 
previous  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  where  the  charters  had  been 

'  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  116. 
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granted  previous  to  New  York  charters  for  the  same  land ;  and 
the  Vermont  charters  were  to  be  admitted  as  evidence.  Persons 
occupying  and  improving  ungranted  lands  were  to  have  patents 
free  of  fees,  except  the  cost  of  survey.  But  an  indispensable 
condition  of  all  these  privileges  was,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
territory  should  renounce  the  assumed  government  of  Vermont, 
and  return  to  their  allegiance  to  New  York :  therefore  it  was  pro- 
vided that  commissioners  might  be  appointed  by  the  governor  of 
New  York,  to  treat  and  agree  with  commissioners  appointed  by 
''  the  inhabitants  residing  in  the  said  district  of  country,  or  by  the 
inhabitants  of  any  town  or  towns,  or  district  or  districts,"  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act.  The  lands  of  all  who  were  attainted  for 
adherence  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  whose  estates  should 
have  l)ecome  confiscate  for  such  adherence,  were  excluded  from 
the  act.' 

In  October,  1781,  Vermont  appointed  commissioners  to  meet 
commissioners  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  to  adjust  juris- 
dictional boundary  lines.  The  above  act  is  the  answer  of  New 
York.  She  would  agree  to  nothing,  except  on  condition  of  sub- 
mission to  her  authority ;  and,  ignoring  the  government  of  Ver- 
mont^ New  York  appealed  to  the  people,  or  any  town  or  towns,  or 
district  or  districts  —  thus  imitating  closely  the  conciliatory  plan 
of  the  British  cabinet  in  respect  to  the  states. 

The  Vermont  Question  in  Congress, 

In  Congress:  April  17.  The  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Clymer,  Carroll,  Clark,  Livermore,  and  Law,  to  whom  had  been 
referred  the  proceedings  of  the  general  assembly  of  Vermont, 
February,  1782,  reported  as  follows :' 

That  Congress,  on  the  20th  of  August  last,  by  the  votes  of  nine 
states,  resolved  as  follows:  on  a  reconsideration  of  the  resolution 
respecting  the  people  inhabiting  the  New  Hampshire  grants,  it  was 
altered  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

It  being  the  fixed  purpose  of  Congress  to  adhere  to  the  guaran- 
tee 10  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  contained  in 
the  resolutions  of  the  seventh  instant: 

''  Resolved,  That  it  be  an  indispensable  preliminary  to  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  territory, 

>  State  Papers,  173-176.     *  Same,  170, 171. 
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called  Vermont,  and  their  admission  into  the  federal  union,  lliat 
they  explicitly  relinquish  all  demands  of  lands  or  jurisdiction  on 
the  east  side  of  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  and  on  the 
west  side  of  a  line  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  state 
of  Massachusetts,  thence  running  twenty  miles  east  of  Hudson's 
river,  so  far  as  the  said  river  runs  northeasterly  in  its  <jeii(?ral 
course ;  then  by  the  west  bounds  of  the  townships  granted  by  the 
late  government  of  New  Hampshire,  to  the  river  running  from 
South  Bay  to  Lake  Champlain,  thence  along  said  river  to  Lake 
Champlain,  thence  along  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  to  lati- 
tude forty-five  degrees  north,  excepting  a  neck  of  land  beiweeu 
Missiskoy  Bay  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain  ;"  which  reso- 
lution was  reconsidered  and  confirmed  on  the  succeeding  day,  to 
wit,  the  21st  of  the  same  month  : 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  competency  of  Con- 
gress to  enter  into  the  above  resolutions,  was  full  and  complete, — 
the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  of  the  fifteenth  and  nineteenth  of  Noveral)er 
last,  containing  a  protest  against  the  authority  of  Congress  in  the 
matter,  notwithstanding;  these  concurrent  resolutions,  in  letter 
and  in  spirit,  being,  undeniably,  incompatible  with  a  legislative 
act  of  the  said  state  of  a  preceding  day,  to  wit,  the  twenty-first 
of  October,  1771),  wherein  there  is  an  absolute  reference  of  the 
dispute  between  that  state  and  the  people  of  Vei-mont,  respecting 
jurisdiction,  to  the  fiual  arbitrament  and  decision  of  Congress  : 
and  from  which  alone  would  result  to  Congress  all  the  necessary 
authority  herein : 

That  on  the day  of ,  the  people  residing  in  the 

district,  called  Vermont,  in  considering  the  said  acts  of  Congress 
of  the  20th  and  21st  of  August,  did  reject  the  propositions  therein 
made  to  them,  as  preliminary  to  an  acknowledgment  of  their 
sovereignty  and  independence,  and  admission  into  the  federal 
union,  as  appears  by  their  proceedings  on  the  files  of  Congress  : 
but  that,  on  a  subsequent  day,  the  aforementioned  resolutions  of  the 
20th  and  21st  of  August  being  unaltered  and  unrepealed,  and  the 
proposition  therein  contained,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
still  open  to  be  acceded  to,  the  said  j>eople  did,  in  their  general 
assembly,  on  the  twenty-second  of  February  last,  enter  into  the 
following  resolution  : 

"'  That  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  and  a  line  beginning 
at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
from  thence  northward  twenty  miles  east  of  Hudson's  river,  as 
specified  in  tho  resolutions  of  Congress  in  August  last,  shall  be 
considered  as  the  east  and  west  boundaries  of  this  state. 

"And  that  this  Assembly  do,  hereby,  reliquish  all  claims  and  de- 
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mands  to,  and  right  of  jurisdiction  in  and  over,  any  and  every 
district  of  territory  without  said  boundary  lines :" 

That,  in  the  sense  of  your  committee,  the  people  of  the  said  dis- 
trict, by  the  last  recited  act,  have  fully  complied  with  the  stipula- 
tion, made  and  reijuired  of  them,  in  the  resolutions  of  the  20th 
and  21st  of  August,  as  preliminary  to  a  recognition  of  their  sov- 
ereignty and  independence,  and  admission  into  the  federal  union 
of  the  states,  and  that  the  conditional  promise  and  engagement 
of  Congress,  of  such  recognition  and  admission,  is  thereby  become 
absolute,  and  necessary  to  be  performed  ;  your  committee  therefore 
submit  the  following  resolution  : 

"  That  the  district  of  territory,  called  Vermont,  as  defined  and 
limited  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  20th  and  21st  of 
August,  1781,  be  and  it  is  hereby  recognized  and  acknowledged 
by  the  name  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  as  free,  sovereign  and  in- 
dej>endeut ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  treat  and  confer 
with  the  agents  and  delegates  from  said  state,  upon  the  terms  and 
mode  of  the  admission  of  the  said  state,  into  the  foederal  union." 

Three  attempts  were  made  to  fix  a  time  for  the  consideration  of 
this  report,  but  in  vain,  as  the  vote  of  nine  states  could  not;  then 
be  had  for  the  admission  of  Vermont  to  the  union.  This  was 
stated  by  Mr.  Madison  as  the  reason  in  these  words:  ''The  con- 
sideration of  the  (committee's)  report  will  not  be  called  for, 
however,  until  the  pulse  of  nine  states  beats  favorably  for  it. 
This  is  so  uncertain  that  the  agents  (of  Vermont)  have  returned."^ 

Agents  of  Vermont  to  th"  President  of  Congress, 
April  19.     On  leaving  Philadelphia,  the  agents  and  delegates 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  President  of  congress : 

Philadelphia,  April  19th,  1782. 
Sir: — ^Thc  situation  in  which  Congress  has  been  pleased   to 
leave  the  business  of  our  mission,  as  agents  and  delegates  from 
the  state  of  Vermont,  renders  our  attendance,  at  present,  unneces- 
sary. 

As  the  representatives  of  an  independent  and  virtuous  people, 
we  esteem  it  our  duty  to  inform  congress  that,  in  consequence  of 
their  faith,  pledged  to  us,  in  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  20th  of 
August  last,  and  by  official  advice  from  sundry  gentlemen  of  the 
first  character  in  America,  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  have  been% 
prevailed  u[)on  to  comply,  in  the  most  ample  manner,  with  the 
resolution  aforesaid. 


*  Madison  Fapers,  Vol.  i,  1*21. 
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On  the  31st  ult.  we,  »  fficially,  acquainted  Congress  with  the  said 
compliance,  together  with  the  powers  vested  in  us,  in  full  confi- 
dence that,  from  the  integrity  and  wisdom  of  that  honorable  body, 
no  obstacle  could  prevent  our  confederation  and  union  with  them. 

We  are  disappointed  by  the  unexpected  delay  of  Congress,  in 
executing,  on  their  part,  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  resolve  above 
cited. 

We  would  not  wish  to  urge  the  attention  of  the  grand  Council 
of  America  from  matters  of  more  consequence  than  merely  the 
happiness  of  a  state  :  but  the  critical  situation  Vermont  is  reduced 
to,  by  casting  oflf  a  considerable  part  of  her  strength,  in  being  ex- 
posed, as  a  forlorn  hope,  to  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  in  Cana- 
da, and  destitute  of  the  aid  of  the  United  States,  in  whose  cause, 
at  an  early  period,  she  freely  fought  and  suffered,  will,  we  pre- 
sume, sufficiently  apologize  for  being  thus  urgent,  that  unnecessary 
delay  may  not  deprive  us  of  the  benefits  of  the  confederation. 

We  purpose  to  leave  this  city  to-morrow  morning,  and  expect 
to  be  officially  acquainted  when  our  attendance  will  be  necessary ;' 
and  Tiave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servants.  Jonas  Fay, 

Moses  Robinson, 
Isaac  Tichenor. 

ffis  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,^ 

G-eneral  Schuyler  to  General  Washington. 
April  20.  General  Schuyler  from  Albany,  gave  an  account 
of  the  examination  of  one  Bettys,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner, 
and  on  him  had  been  found  a  letter,  supposed  to  be  for  Sir  Henry 
Clinton.  Bettys  pretended  to  have  left  St.  Johns  on  the  15th. 
The  purport  of  the  information  was,  that  an  attempt  was  to  be 
made  to  turn  [or  burn]  Albany,  by  the  aid  of  the  Vermonters  and 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.  Schuyler's  comment  was  —  "  Whatever  may 
be  the  intention  of  the  enemy,  such  a  communication  to  a  charac- 
ter like  the  informant,  [Bettys,]  appears  to  me  utterly  impossi- 
ble.3 


^  The  agents  of  Vermont  Avere  never  notified  to  attend,  and  the  subse- 
quent adverse  action  of  congress  was  ex  parte.  For  a  clear  statement  of 
the  iniluences  at  work  against  Vermont,  through  the  interests  of  other 
states,  see  Early  Histonj,  403-417. 

^  Vt.  State  Papers,  172. 

'  Washiiigton  Letters,  State  Department,  Vol.  LV,  360. 
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There  had  been  a  report  a  few  months  before  [Sept.  1781,]  that 
Albany  was  to  be  burnt  by  enemies  from  a  different  quarter,  and 
Heath  and  Stark  were  beseiged  for  hel[).  Stark  ridiculed  the 
panic  thus,  to  Heath,  from  Saratoga  : 

The  people  of  Albany  are  greatly  alarmed  for  their  city.  They 
require  all  the  troops  of  this  district,  or  a  major  part  of  them,  to 
prevent  about  fifty  tories  from  burning  their  sloops,  wives,  and 
houses  ;  for  it  appears  these  turbulent  sons  of  rapine  have  given 
out  most  fearful  threats  against  that  sacred  place.  However,  sir, 
unless  you  order  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  venture,  in  case  I  feel 
confident  of  the  enemy's  approach,  from  lake  Champlain,  to  order 
all  the  troops  now  at  Albany  to  this  post,  or  to  the  Mohawk.' 

H.  —  From  the  British  Commissioners  to  Vermont  Commissioners, 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  A.  B.  to  E.  dated  April  [22^]  1782. 
Gentlemen: — In  confidence  we  take  this  opportunity  to  ac- 
quaint you,  by  the  authority  of  his  Excellency  General  Haldi- 
mand,  that  he  is  still  inclined  to  treat  amicably  with  the  people 
of  Vermont,  and  that  his  generous  and  humane  inclinations  are 
now  seconded  by  much  stronger  powers  from  His  Majesty  than  he 
has  hitherto  enjoyed  for  that  purpose.  Hi's  Excellency  still 
retains  that  generous  confidence  in  your  repeated  professions  of 
sincerity,  as  well  as  your  solemn  promises  to  endeavor  to  unite 
Vermont  to  Great  Britain,  which  (abstracted  from  all  party  and 
political  views)  is  due  to  the  sincerity  of  men  of  honor,  t^pon 
this  principle  we  do  in  confidence  officially  assure  you  that  every 
article  proposed  to  you  in  his  Excellency's  former  oilers  will,  as 
that  which  was  contended  for  by  Vermont,  viz  :  the  confirmation 
of  the  east  and  west  unions  in  their  utmost  limits,  be  amply  com- 
plied with.  This  information  is  more  intended  for  the  ears  and 
advantage  of  the  leading  people  of  Vermont  who  have  manifested 
a  desire  for  a  re-union,  than  for  public  knowledge,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected you  will  make  it  subservient  to  that  purpose  and  the  suc- 
cess of  that  object  only,  if  still  wished  by  you.  But  should  the 
Lord  Cornwallis'  misfortune  or  any  other  circumstance  or  view 
have  inclined  you  to  alter  your  opinions  and  inclinations,  we 
request  and  conjure  you  by  that  candor  and  honor  which  you  have 
so  repeatedly  declared  to  be  the  ruling  motives  of  your  whole 
conduct  throughout  the  negotiation,  to  signify  the  change  by  the 
return   of  the   messenger,   as  the   continuance  of  a  negotiation 


» Memoir  of  Stark,  257;  also  248,  249. 

*The  date  of  this  letter  is  stated  in  Williams^  Yol  ii,  210,  where  an 
extract  is  given. 
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attended  with  so  much  trouble  and  from  which  nothing  is  to  result, 
cannot  be  expected.  It  will  however  in  the  [any]  event  afford  his 
Excellency  infinite  satisfaction  to  reflect  that  every  effort  which 
humanity,  moderation  and  generosity  could  dictate  has  been  em- 
ployed on  his  part  to  rescue  from  the  general  calamity  so  princi- 
pal a  district  of  His  Majesty's  Colonies.  IJis  Excellency  expects 
(if  you  remain  in  the  opinion  you  held  last  autumn)  to  hoar  from 
you  in  the  fullest  manner  every  transaction  that  has  passed  in  Con- 
gress and  the  Vermont  Assemblies  relative  to  this  affair,  the  deter- 
mination of  these  meetings,  and  your  sentiments  on  the  ultimate 
resolution  of  your  people  respecting  the  wished  for  re-union.  He 
likewise  expects  that  if  you  declare  an  intention  to  pursue  such 
measures  as  justify  a  continuance  of  negotiation,  that  you  will 
meet  A.  at  any  convenient  place  you  will  appoint  in  the  vicinity 
of  Crown  Point,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  personal  interview  being 
in  his  Excellency's  opinion  the  most  effectual  and  safe  method  of 
negotiating. 

We  made  an  attempt  last  February  to  hear  from  you  l)y  the 
bearer,  but  failed.  We  hope  this  will  be  attended  with  better 
success,  and  that  your  answer  may  be  such  as  to  unburthen  our 
anxious  minds,  knowing  as  you  do  how  much  our  character  and 
reputation  depend  on  your  closely  adhering  to  the  promises  and 
encouragement  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  us.  As  we  have  at 
your  desire  represented  to  his  Excellency  your  candor  and  honor 
in  so  sanguine  a  manner  as  to  induce  him  to  entertain  the  highest 
opinion  of  your  veracity  and  upright  intentions,  consequently, 
should  he  have  reason  to  alter  his  sentiments,  he  must  in  some 
measure  consider  his  confidence  in  us  to  have  been  ill  placed.  We 
are  assured  your  sentiments  of  honor  are  too  delicate  to  admit  of 
this  when  in  your  power  to  prevent  it,  and  that  from  your  knowl- 
edge of  business  you  will  readily  conceive  how  painful  such 
apprehensions  must  be  to  an  honest  soldier,  honored  with  the  con- 
fidence of  his  general  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importance.  We 
therefore  still  flatter  ourselves  that  you  will  not  suffer  anything  to 
be  wanting  on  your  side  to  bring  it  to  a  just  and  happy  conclu- 
$ion,  or  if  that  cannot  be  done,  to  give  us  such  well-founded  and 
permanent  reasons  as  may  enable  us  to  satisfy  his  Excellency  not 
only  of  our  veracity,  but  of  yours  likewise. 
We  are,  &c. 

April  23.  The  London  Oonrant  of  this  date  gave,  almost  word 
for  word,  the  letter  communicated  to  the  assembly  of  New  York 
by  governor  Clinton,  with  his  message,  March  21.*     It  was  repub- 

^Ante,  257. 
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lished  in  a  hand-bill,  [probably  at  Albany,]  and  a  certified  copy 
was  made  by  James  Breakenridge  of  Bennington.  It  was  a  very 
correct  statement  of  propositions  entertained  by  the  commission- 
ers in  the  secret  negotiation.  How  the  secret  was  revealed,  un- 
less by  one  of  the  commissioners,  and  hoTf  it  came  to  be  revealed 
to  both  the  governor  of  New  York  and  the  British  officers  at  New 
York  at  the  same  time,  are  questions  more  ioteresting  to  the  curi- 
ous than  important.  Haldimand  complained  of  treachery  in  the 
letter  following.' 

H.  —  Gren,  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henri/  Clinton. 

Duplicate.  [April  28,  1782.] 

Your  Excellency's  dispatches  of  the  22d  February  with  an  ex- 
tract of  Lord  George  Germaine's,  I  received  the  6th  inst.,  and  that 
of  the  10th  March  and  triplicate  the  15th,  together  with  copies 
of  Lord  Greorge's  to  me  by  the  January  packet.  The  latitude  for 
negotiating  with  Vermont  is  so  differently  expressed  in  his  Lord- 
ship's letter  to  me  of  the  2(»th  of  July  and  his  subsequent  dispatch  to 
your  Excellency  communicated  in  your  letter,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
act  with  any  prospect  of  success  on  one  hand  without  hazarding 
blame  on  the  other,  more  particularly  as  his  Lordship  has  not 
touched  upon  that  material  part  of  the  subject  in  his  letter  to  me, 
tod  as  I  am  totally  uninformed  of  the  plan  of  operation  for  the 
ensuiog  campaign.  To  continue  any  intercourse  etc.  with  the 
Vermonters,  encouraging  them  to  expect  that  their  interest  will  be 
attended  to,  proving  a  too  general  and  ineffectual  doctrine  before 
Lord  Cornwallis'  misfortune,  now  it  would  be  matter  of  ridicule, 
which  is  suffici'fently  manifested  by  their  concessions  to  the  Con- 
gress etc.  relinquisking  their  late  assumed  jurisdiction  on  which 
our  hopes  were  founded,  notwithstauding  the  encouragement  I 
gave  of  its  being  confirmed. 

To  attempt  to  treat  with  them  upon  conditions  short  of  that 
would  be  adding  to  our  lost  time,  nor  will  they  ever  be  accepted 
if  not  attended  with  an  apparent  prospect  of  our  affairs  on  this 
continent  taking  a  prosperous  turn. 

The  crisis  is  arrived  when  coercion  alone  must  decide  the  part 
Vermont  will  take,  and  that  measure  should  be  determined  upon 
from  the  minute  the  troops  directed  by  Lord  George  to  appear 
upon  their  frontiers  shall  take  post,  and  must  be  carried  into  exe- 
cution as  far  as  possible,  after  giving  them  sufficient  notice,  by 
laying  waste  their  country  if  they  do  not  accept  the  terms  offered, 

*  Ethan  Allen  Papers,  377.     See  Early  History,  457. 
34 
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otherwise  the  troops  will  only  serve  to  confirm  them  in  the 
prevailing  and  too  just  idea  that  we  want  abilities  to  force  them 
to  compliance,  and  will  enhance  their  merit  and  influence  with 
Congress.  As  I  dare  not  hazard  a  dispatch  for  Lord  George  by 
the  return  messenger,  I  beg  leave  through  the  channel  of  this  let- 
ter to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  Lordship's  dispatch,  for- 
warded to  me  by  your  Excellency,  and  request  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  send  a  copy  of  it  deciphered.  The  minute  I  can  form 
any  certain  judgment  that  this  provision  [expedition]  is  not  to  be 
attempted  by  the  river  and  agreeably  to  Lafayette's  proposal,  com- 
municated in  your  letter,  I.shall  not  fail  appearing  with  as  great  a 
force  as  my  strength  and  circumstances  will  admit  of  upon  the  fron- 
tiers, for  the  purpose  expressed  in  his  Lordship's  letter,  for  which 
I  have  already  made  preparations,  but  the  impossibility  of  pene- 
trating far  into  the  country  with  so  inconsiderable  a  force  as  that, 
will  be  too  evident  to  require  enlarging  upon,  and  our  expecta- 
tions of  success  should  be  proportioned  to  immediate  [danger  of] 
misfortune.  Three  thousand  [men]  were  assembled  and  three 
thousand  more  in  readiness  to  cut  oflF  colonel  St.  Leger's  retreat 
last  year  had  he  ventured  any  longer  in  the  country,  in  which  case 
they  would  have  infallibly  succeeded.  Author[ities  insist  that 
it]  is  not  the  number  of  troops  Mr.  Washington  can  spare  from 
his  army  [that  is]  to  be  apprehended ;  it  is  the  multitude  of  militia 
men  in  arms  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  notice 
upon  the  spies  of  a  single  regiment  of  continental  troops,  that 
would  oppose  this  attempt,  the  facility  of  which  has  been  fatal- 
ly experienced.'  This  movement  I  cannot  eflect  before  the  middle 
of  June,  not  only  from  the  uncertainty  of  what  may  happen  here 
but  from  a  want  of  flour ^  having  lived  seven  weeks  past  upon  that 
destined  for  the  upper  country,  which  must  be  replaced  from  a 
purchase  of  wheat  I  have  made  to  provide  against  the  %i%ual  delays 
of  the  provision  fleets  and  that  wheat  cannot  be  ground  before.  In 
consequence  of  the  information  contained  in  your  Excellency's  let- 
ter of  the  22d  February,  concerning  the  attempt  intended  by  Clarke 
against  Detroit,  I  have  sent  orders  eventually  to  reinforce  that 
place  with  two  companies  of  Butler's  Rangers,  which  is  all  I  can 
at  present  do  for  it,  and  these  must  be  drawn  from  Oswego  where 
I  hope  a  post  is  by  this  time  taken  ;  preparations  have  been  made 
for  that  purpose  in  the  course  of  the  winter  at  Carleton  Island, 
from  whence  a  detachment  was  to  proceed  the  moment  lake  Onta- 
rio became  navigable,     I  have  more  to  hope  from  the  secrecy  with 


*  The  translator  of  the  cipher  fatally  failed  of  giving  the  sense  of  the 
preceding  sentences,  and  the  editor  has  ventured  to  guess  it  from  the 
fragments  of  the  ofiginal  retained  in  the  translation. 
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which  this  has  been  condueted  and  the  activity  of  major  Ross  who 
commanded,  than  from  the  strength  of  his  detachment,  which  is  irv- 
€tdequaie  to  this  necessary  undertaking,  but  proportioned  to  my 
force  and  circumstances.  I,  with  much  concern,  refer  your  Excel- 
lency to  a  rebel  newspaper  printed  at  Fishkill,  where  the  substance 
of  all  that  has  passed  in  my  negotiation  with  Vermont  and  is  com- 
municated to  you,  is  related.  This  proves  that  our  confidence  has 
been  somewhere  betrayed,  and  God  knows  what  bad  effects  it  may 
have  in  that  affair,  particularly  if  Allen  and  Fay  have  been  sin- 
cere. About  two  months  ago  I  sent  a  message  to  Allen  to  learn 
what  had  passed  in  Congress  relative  to  Vermont  affairs  ;  the  mes- 
senger was  taken  on  his  way  out,  but  fortunately  destroyed  his 
dispatch ;  this  has  prevented  my  forming  so  good  a  judgment  as 
I  might  have  done  of  their  late  transactions,  but  I  have  with  great 
difficulty  procured  two  men  who  are  now  on  that  business.  These 
obstacles  oblige  me  to  request  that  your  Excellency  will  not,  as 
you  have  mentioned  in  your  letter,  [be]  confined  or  entirely  depen- 
dent to  a  channel  through  me.  [In]  the  interest  pursued  of  re- 
claiming  Vermont,  that  I  shall  make  every  effort  in  my  power 
may  be  relied  on,  but  I  am  so  circumstanced  as  to  require  every 
aid  that  can  be  given. 

The  20th  of  May  I  shall  send  a  field  officer  of  the  provincials, 
by  appointment  of  a  colonel  Beadle,  to  confer  with  him  at  Havrel 
in  Connecticut.'  He  has  promised  to  propone  to  me  some  matters 
of  importance.  The  character  I  have  of  him  from  many  loyalists 
who  know  him  is  not  flattering  to  my  hopej?,  but  as  something  may 
be  discovered  by  the  interview  explanatory  of  Vermont  aff'airs,  I 
have  em^)raced  the  offer.  I  send  you  two  fast  messengers  with 
this  and  shall  detain  the  last  a  f.w  days  in  hope  of  communicating 
some  news  to  your  Excellency  from  Europe.  The  ice  having  bro- 
ken up  much  earlier  than  usual,  arrivals  are  looked  for  in  a  few 
days. 

Montreal,  28  April. 

The  duplicate  of  the  letter  of  the  22d  February  and  General 
Robinson's  is  now  received. 

The  men  have  received  10  guineas  each. 

Indorsed :  "Duplicate  of  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, Montreal,  28th  April.     Received  22d  June,  1782.     No.  3." 

British  Commissioners  to  Vernwnt  Commissioners.^ 
April  30.     His  excellency  has  never  lost  sight  of  his  first  object ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  in  this  to  inform  you,  that  the  general 


*  Haverhill,  New  Hampshire.    Probably  col.  Timothy  Bedle. 
«  Williams,  Vol.  n,  211.    nisU  Coll,  Vol.  i,  465. 
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has  lately  received,  by  way  of  Halifax,  full  powers  from  the  king 
to  establish  V*****t  government,  including  the  full  extent  of  the 
east  and  west  unions,  with  every  privilege  and  immunity  formerly 
proffered  to  you ;  and  he  is  likewise  fully  authorized,  as  well  as 
sincerely  inclined,  to  provide  amply  for  ***♦♦,  and  to  make  ***** 
brigadier  general  in  the  line,  **********  field  officers,  with  such 
other  rewards  as  your  sincerity,  and  good  services  in  bringing 
about  the  revolution,  may  in  future  merit.  In  short,  tlie  general 
is  vested  with  full  powers,  to  make  such  rewards,  as  he  shall  judge 
proper,  to  all  those,  who  distinguish  themselves,  in  promoting  the 
happy  union :  and  as  his  excellency  has  the  greatest  confidence 
in  you,  and  *****,  much  will  depend  on  your  recommendations. 

Observations  relating  to  the  influence  of  Vermont^  and  the  territo- 
rial claims^  on  the  politics  of  Congress. 

By  James  Madison.' 
The  two  great  objects,  which  predominate  in  the  poli- 

May  1.    tics  of  congrcss  at  this  juncture,  are  Vermont  and  the 
Western  Territory. 

I.  The  independence  of  Vermont  and  its  admission  into  the 
confederacy  are  patronized  by  the  eastern  states  (New  Hampshire 
excepted)  first,  from  an  ancient  prejudice  against  New  York  :  sec- 
ondly, the  interest  which  citizens  of  those  states  have  in  lands 
granted  by  Vermont ;  thirdly,  but  principally,  from  the  accession 
of  weight  they  will  derive  from  it  in  congress.  New  Hampshire 
having  gained  its  main  object  by  the  exclusion  of  its  territory  east 
of  Connecticut  river  from  the  claims  of  Vermont,  is  already  in- 
different to  its  independence,  and  will  probably  soon  combine  with 
other  eastern  states  in  its  favor. 

The  same  patronage  is  yielded  to  the  pretensions  of  Vermont  by 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  with  the  sole  view  of  re-eaforcing 
the  opposition  of  claims  of  western  territory,  particularly  those  of 
Virginia,  and  by  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  with  the  additional 
view  of  strengthening  the  interests  of  the  little  states.  Both 
of  these  considerations  operate  also  on  Rhode  Island,  in  addition 
to  those  above  mentioned. 

The  independence  of  Vermont  and  its  admission  into  the  union 
are  opposed  by  New  York  for  reasons  obvious  and  well  known. 

The  like  opposition  is  made  by  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia.     The  grounds  of  this  opposition  are,  first, 


*  Madison  Papers^  Vol.  i,  122.  Life  and  Writi^iys  of  Washington^  Vol. 
VIII,  547.  — Mr.  Sparks  In  a  note  states  that  a  copy  of  this  important  and 
interesting  paper  was  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Madison.  In  Early  History, 
406  to  408,  Hiland  Hall  gives  various  references  on  this  paper. 
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habitual  jealousy  of  a  predominance  of  eastern  interests ;  sec- 
ondly, the  opposition  expected  from  Veinnont  to  western  claims ; 
thirdly,  the  inexpediency  of  admitting  so  unimportant  a  state,  to 
an  equal  vote,  in  deciding  on  peace,  and  all  the  other  grand  inter- 
ests of  the  union  now  depending ;  fourthly,  the  influence  of  the 
example  on  a  premature  dismemberment  of  the  other  states. 
These  considerations  influence  the  four  states  last  mentioned  in 
different  degrees.  The  second  and  third,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
fourth,  ought  to  be  decisive  with  Virginia. 

II.  The  territorial  claims,  particularly  those  of  Virginia,  are 
opposed  by  Rhode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware 
and  Maryland.  Rhode  Island  is  influenced  in  her  opposition,  first, 
by  a  lucrative  desire  of  sharing  in  the  vacant  territory  as  a  fund 
of  revenue ;  secondly,  by  the  envy  and  jealousy  naturally  excited 
by  superior  resources  and  importance.  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware  and  Maryland  are  influenced  partly  by  the  same 
considerations,  but  principally  by  the  intrigues  of  their  citizens, 
who  are  interested  in  the  claims  of  land  companies.  The  decisive 
influence  of  this  last  consideration  is  manifest  from  the  peculiar 
and  persevering  opposition  made  against  Virginia,  within  whose 
limits  these  claims  lie. 

The  western  claims,  or  rather  a  final  settlement  of  them,  are 
also  thwarted  hy  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  This  object  with 
them  is  chiefly  subservient  to  that  of  Vermont,  as  the  latter  is  with 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  to  the  former.  The  general  policy 
and  interests  of  these  two  states  are  opposed  to  the  admission  of 
Verm(mt  into  the  union  ;  and  if  the  case  of  the  western  territory 
were  once  removed,  they  would  instantly  divide  from  the  eastern 
states  in  the  case  of  Vermont.  Of  this,  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut are  not  insensible,  and  therefore  find  their  advantage  in 
keeping  the  territorial  controversy  pending.  Connecticut  may 
likewise  conceive  some  analogy  between  her  claim  to  the  western 
country  and  that  of  Virginia,  and  that  the  acceptance  of  the  ces- 
sion of  the  latter  would  influence  her  sentiments  in  the  controversy 
between  the  former  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  western  claims  are  espoused  by  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  New  York,  all  of  these  states  being 
interested  therein.  South  Carolina  the  least  so.  The  claim  of 
New  York  is  very  extensive,  but  her  title  very  flimsy.  8he  urges 
it  more  with  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  advantage  or  credit  by  its 
cession,  than  of  ever  maintaining  it.  If  the  cession  should  be 
accepted,  and  the  afi'air  of  Vermont  terminated,  as  these  are  the 
only  ties  which  unite  her  with  the  southern  states,  she  will  im- 
mediately connect  her  policy  with  that  of  the  eastern  states,  as  far 
at  least  as  the  remains  of  former  prejudices  will  permit. 
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As  soon  as  Vermont  had  dissolved  the  East  and  West  Unions, 
the  adherents  to  New  York,  in  southeastern  Vermont,  renewed 
their  eflforts  against  the  Vermont  government,  using  every  means 
to  inflame  public  opinion  in  that  direction.  March  12,  a  town 
meeting  at  Brattleborough  voted  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  Vermont 
government  had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  British ;  that  their 
allegiance  was  due  to  New  York,  and  to  withdraw  all  allegiance 
from  Vermont;  and  that  if  a  suflScient  number  of  other  towns 
would  agree,  they  would  petition  New  York  to  establish  a  civil 
government  over  them.  March  13,  a  meeting  with  like  action  was 
held  in  Guilford ;  and  on  the  14th  another  in  Halifax.  On  the 
20th,  committees  of  the  three  towns  met,  an  agent  was  appointed 
to  apply  to  New  York,  and  circulars  were  sent  to  six  other  towns, 
which  were  counted  favorable.  The  petition  to  the  legislature  of 
New  York  asked  for  the  establishment,  by  New  York,  of  civil 
government  on  the  grants,  "  with  suflScient  authority  and  force 
to  put  it  into  execution." 

Nothing  important  having  been  accomplished  by  this  movement, 
another  was  made,  April  26,  by  Charles  Phelps,  of  Marlborough. 
He  prepared  a  vigorous  remonstrance,  charging  the  principal  men 
of  Vermont  with  treason ;  complained  of  taxes  exacted  by  Ver- 
mont, and  the  great  inconveniences  and  suflFerings  of  the  adherents 
to  New  York  ;  and  as  remedies  asked  that  a  regiment  be  raised 
in  Vermont  under  the  authority  of  New  York,  and  a  full  comple- 
ment of  civil  oflScers  commissioned.  The  committees  of  the  three 
leading  towns  adopted  this  remonstrance,  and  sent  an  agent  with 
it  to  governor  Clinton. 

May  6.  Governor  Clinton  replied,  in  a  letter,  in  which  he 
promised  his  endeavors  to  obtain  commissions  for  the  required 
civil  and  military  officers.  Quoting  the  declare*  tions  of  congress, 
that  the  three  claiming  states  should  abstain  from  exercising  juris- 
diction over  persons  not  yielding  allegiance,  he  aflSrmed  that  New 
York  had  complied,  and  *'  should  any  person  under  pretence  of 
authority  from  the  assumed  government  [of  Vermont]  attempt  to 
enforce  their  laws,  you  will  perceive  that  resistance  by  force  is,  in 
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every  point  of  view,  justifiable,  and  the  faith  and  honor  of  con- 
gress is  pledged  for  your  support."  He  declared  further,  that 
there  was  the  fullest  evidence  of  a  "  criminal  and  dangerous  in- 
tercourse "  between  Vermont  and  the  enemy,  and  this  he  would 
have  them  use  to  influence  the  friends  of  America  among  the  Ver- 
monters.  He  concluded  by  saying,  that  if  persuasive  measures 
sbould  fail  and  congress  delay  or  decline  to  act,  no  alternative 
would  be  left  to  New  York  but  to  adopt ''  compulsory  measures."' 
About  this  time  —  in  the  spring  of  1782,  says  Ira  Allen  —  a 
loyalist  oflBcer  out  of  Canada,  having  raised  seventeen  recruits  in 
New  York,  passed  through  Vermont,  and  on  his  way  captured 
two  Vermont  officers.  Colonel  Ira  Allen  directed  a  pursuit  and 
capture  of  this  party,  with  success.  The  prisoners  were  brought 
to  Sunderland,  examined  by  the  governor  and  Ethan  Allen,  and 
committed  to  Bennington  jail  as  prisoners  of  war.  Ira  Allen  in- 
formed the  British  commissioners  in  Canada  of  the  matter,  and 
required  about  double  the  number  of  prisoners  in  exchange,  that 
the  people  of  Vermont  might  be  satisfied ;  and  this  requisition  was 
honored.  In  the  meantime  a  strong  party  was  developed,  in  and 
about  Bennington,  who  were  opposed  to  any  negotiation  with  the 
British,  and  threatened  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  British  pris- 
oners. Governor  Chittenden  promptly  oi'dered  a  military  force 
to  take  the  prisoners  from  Bennington,  and  march  them  to  the 
frontier  to  be  exchanged  ;  which  was  done.  Colonel  Seth  Warner 
then  appeared,  with  a  committee  from  Bennington,  and  a  warm 
altercation  ensued,  between  them  and  governor  Chittenden,  the 
complainants  threatening  to  raise  a  regiment  and  bring  the  prison- 
ers back.  The  governor  replied,  that  he  had  acted  by  the  authority 
of  his  council,  and  that  colonel  Ira  Allen's  regiment  would  be 
sufficient  to  execute  his  orders.  He  therefore  advised  the  com- 
mittee to  return  to  Bennington,  and  quiet  the  people.  The  dispute 
subsided ;  and  in  due  time  forty  prisoners  were  returned  by  the 
British,  embracing  not  only  citizens  of  Vermont,  but  many  citizens 
of  other  states,  who  were,  however,  included  in  the  receipt  of 
major  Fay,  the  Vermont  commissary  of  prisoners.' 


» Eastern  Vermmt,  419-422. 

•  Vermont  Historical  Collections^  Vol.  i,  459,  460. 
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The  resolution,  first  following,  doubtless  is  the  action  referred 
to  by  governor  Chittenden  : 

State  of  Vermont,  in  Council, 
Arlington,  7th  May,  1782. 
The  council  having  taken  into  consideration  the  manner  in  which 
the  prisoners  lately  taken  should  be  disposed  of,  whereupon 

Resolved^  that  Joseph  Fay,  esquire,  Commissary-General  of 
prisoners,  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  take  a  list  of  said  pris- 
oners, and  such  as  have  been  actually  in  the  British  service  to 
cause  to  be  immediately  sent  to  Canada  to  be  exchanged,  and  the 
remainder  to  remain  in  close  confinement  until  further  orders  from 
this  council. 

Attest,  —  Thomas  Tolman,  D.  Sec'y^ 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  this  council  that  there  is  not  a  sufficiency 
of  provision  collected  for  the  present  support  of  the  troops  in  ser- 
vice, and  that  unless  immediate  exertions  be  made,  the  troops  can- 
not be  supported,  therefore 

Resolved^  that  it  be  and  hereby  [is]  recommended  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  several  towns  within  this  state  to  take  some 
immediate  and  eflectual  measure  to  raise  a  sufficiency  of  provision 
at  [their]  cost  to  support  the  number  of  soldiers  sent  from  such 
town,  until  they  can  be  otherwise  supplied  by  the  present  crops 
on  the  ground. 

Attest,  —  Joseph  Pay,  Sec'y.' 

In  executing  the  Vermont  act  of  February  session,  to  raise 
troops,  the  state  officers  determined  to  draft  the  quota  of  Guilford 
from  adherents  to  New  York.  Stirred  up  by  governor  Clinton's 
letter  of  the  6th,  his  adherents  in  Guilford  determined  to  resist 
Vermont  "  with  lives  and  fortunes." 

May  10.  Accordingly  when,  on  the  10th  of  May,  on  an  order 
by  the  Vermont  selectmen  of  Guilford  [there  were  New  York  se- 
lectmen also,]  the  sherifl*  of  Windham  county  seized  property  to 
meet  the  amount  expended  by  the  state  in  hiring  a  man  to  do  mil- 
itary duty  in  behalf  of  Guilford,  the  property  was  forcibly  res- 
cued ;  for  which,  a  presentment  was  made  by  the  grand  jurors 
of  Windham  county  at  the  next  court  [September]  of  thirty-two 
persons.3 


'  Couiicil  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  68. 
■  Council  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  69. 
'  Eastern  Vermont,  424-426. 
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May  17.  Representatives  of  Brattleborough,  Halifax,  and 
Marlborough  met  and  prepared  a  remonstrance  and  petition  to  gov. 
Clinton,  complaining  of  "  intrigues,  conspiracies,  and  insurrec- 
tions "  by  Verraonters,  and  declaring  their  purpose  to  defend  their 
rights  by  force.  But  their  defeat  would  be  certain,  unless  they 
were  aided  by  the  governor,  of  whom  they  once  more  asked  civil 
and  military  officers,  also  permission  to  convey  prisoners  to  New 
York  jails,  and  engaged  to  furnish  quotas  of  men  and  supplies  for 
the  war.  Charles  Phelps  was  the  bearer,  who  also  bore  a  formi- 
dable list  of  arguments — the  petition  and  the  arguments  being  his 
own  work.  These  were  presented  to  and  favorably  received  by 
the  New  York  authorities.' 

H.  —  Q-en.  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

MoNTRiAL,  27th  May,  1782. 

Your  Excellency  will  now  receive  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  of 
the  28th  of  April.  I  send  this  messenger  to  learn  certain  intelli- 
gence in  the  affairs  of  the  rebel  country,  and  as  he  finds  this  he 
will  proceed  to  you  with  it,  or  forward  it  and  return  immediately. 
The  difficulties  of  coUectiig  wheat  at  diflferent  places  and  convey- 
ing it  to  different  mills  has  been  so  increased  by  eastwardly  winds 
that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  appear  upon  the  frontiers  so  early  as  is 
mentioned  in  my  last  to  you,  but  I  do  not  look  upon  this  as  unfor- 
tunate, having  since  received  letters  from  our  friends  in  Vermont 
that  gave  me  greater  reason  than  I  have  yet  had  to  believe  them 
sincere  in  their  desiring  to  effect  a  revolution,  but  they  say  they 
are  too  powerfully  opposed  to  make  a  rapid  progress.  They  how- 
ever gain  influence,  and  expect  in  the  course  of  time  to  accomplish 
it,  provided  we  are  successful  in  other  quarters.  They  refer  me, 
in  proof  of  their  fidelity  and  for  particular  information,  to  a  per- 
son of  consequence  well  known  to  me  last  war,  who  they  purpose 
sending  to  me  in  three  weeks,  as  they  wish  from  the  late  discov- 
eries to  avoid  writing  as  much  as  possible. 

The  officer  I  sent  to  Colonel  Beadle  is  returned  without  havinj^ 
seen  him,  although  two  days  within  a  league  of  him.  He  sent 
him  word  tliat  the  country  was  so  watched  that  he  could  not  risk 
an  interview,  but  promised  every  assistance  in  his  power  at  all 
times  ;  his  fulfilling  them  no  doubt  depends  upon  the  general  suc- 
cess of  the  war,  to  which  they  all  naturally  look  and  wait  to 
determine. 

A  private  ship  from  London  brings  accounts  of  the  total  change 

» Eastern  Vermont,  427-429. 
35 
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of  the  Ministry.  This  may  produce  some  in  the  system  of  the 
war.  I  have  not  received  any  letters,  but  naturally  look  for  these 
daily.  I  shall  nevertheless  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to 
carry  into  execution  the  instructions  I  have  received  from  Lord 
George  Germaine,  to  make  the  recovery  of  Vermont  to  the  king's 
obedience  the  primary  object  of  my  attention.  I  kept  the  last 
messenger  for  the  arrival  of  instructions  from  England  and  the 
person  from  Vermont. 

Two  of  my  most  active  messengers  for  intelligence  were  hanged 
lately  at  Albany.  F.  H. 

May  31.  The  town  of  Newbury,  Vermont,  voted  to  join  New 
Hampshire.' 

1782.  In  response  to  a  petition  of  the  adherents  to  New 
June  5.  York,  through  Charles  Phelps,  the  New  York  council  of 
appointment  commissioned  Phelps  and  fourteen  others  as  justices 
of  the  peace  for  Cumberland  [under  Vermont  named  Windham] 
county,  with  ample  powers  to  arrest  and  imprison  the  Vermontere 
who  should  trouble  them ;  and  commissions  were  also  issued  to 
oflScers  of  the  regiment  established  in  that  county  some  years  be- 
fore by  New  York.  Gov.  Clinton  instructed  the  colonel  of  this 
regiment  [Timothy  Church]  to  protect  the  country  from  the  dep- 
redations of  the  enemy,  but  to  exercise  authority  over  only  such 
as  professed  allegiance  to  New  York,  "unless  the  conduct  of  the 
usurped  government "  should  render  "  a  contrary  conduct  indis- 
pensably necessary  for  the  immediate  protection  and  safety"  of 
those  whom  he  was  ordered  to  defend.^ 

June  15.  The  general  assembly  met  at  Windsor,  for  an  ad- 
journed session,  on  the  13th,  but  a  quorum  did  not  attend  until 
the  15th,  when  Massachusetts,  through  an  officer,  honored  the  in- 
dependent sovereignty  of  Vermont  : 

In  Council  :  Upon  an  application  to  this  council  by  Mr.  Benj. 
A.  Jacobs  of  Salem  in  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  pro- 
ducing a  letter  directed  from  the  Commissary-General  of  prisoners 
at  Boston  to  the  Commissary-General  of  prisoners  at  Quebec,  and 
desiring  a  permit  for  the  purpose  of  passing  into  Canada  to  nego- 

^  Index  to  Stevens  Papers,  82. 

*  Eastern  Vermont,  431, 432.     Clinton  Papers,  No.  4574. 
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tiate  an  exchange  of  a  number  of  prisoners  agreeable  to  the  re- 
quest of  said  letter  ;  and  colonel  Chase  appearing  and  informing 
the  council  that  from  an  acquaintance  with  the  said  Jacobs  he 
could  recommend  him  as  a  gentleman  of  good  character ;  there- 
fore 

Resolvedy  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  his  excel- 
lency the  govenior  to  grant  a  permit  agreeable  to  the  said  re- 
quest ;  and  also  to  include  in  said  permit  one  Jos.  Taylor  to  attend 
the  said  Jacobs. 

N.  B.  (A  copy  of  the  permit  granted  is  on  the  files  of  coun- 
cil.) 

The  permit  was  altered  as  will  appear  by  the  copy  on  file.' 


H.  —  Copy  of  a  letter  from  C^  to  His  Excellency^  General  Haldi- 
mand^  the  morning  of  the  \%th  of  June^  1782. 

Sir :  —  I  have  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  I  had  a  long 
conference  with  ....  [a  British  agent]  last  night.  He  tells 
me  that  through  the  channel  of  A.  [Sherwood]  he  had  to  request 
me  in  your  name  to  repair  to  the  shipping  on  Lake  Champlain  to 
hold  a  personal  conference  with  Ilis  [your]  Excellency.  But 
as  the  bearer  is  now  going  to  get  out  of  my  house  to  repair  to  His 
excellency,  and  would  have  set  out  yesterday  liad  not  the  iutelli- 
gence  of  the  arrival  of  .  .  .  postponed  it  until  to-day,  I  thought 
it  expedient  to  wait  your  Excellency  reconsidering  the  matter, 
after  discussing  the  peculiar  situation  of  both  the  external  and  in- 
ternal policy  of  this  state  with  the  gentleman  who  will  deliver  this 
to  you ;  and  shall  have,  by  the  time  your  Excellency  has  been 
acquaiated  with  the  state  of  facts  now  existing,  time  to  bring 
about  a  further  and  more  extended  connection  in  favor  of  the 
British  interest,  which  is  now  working  at  the  General  Assembly 
at  Windsor  near  the  Connecticut  River. 

The  last  refusal  of  Congress  to  admit  this  state  into  union,  has 
done  more  to  awaken  the  common  people  to  a  sense  of  that  inter- 
est and  resentment  of  their  conduct  than  all  which  they  had  done 
before.  By  their  own  account,  they  declare  that  Vermont  does 
not  and  shall  not  belong  to  their  confederacy.  The  consequence 
is  that  they  may  fight  their  own  battles.  It  is  liberty  which  they 
say  they  are  after,  but  will  not  extend  it  to  Vermont.  Therefore 
Vermont  does  not  belong  either  to  the  confederacy  or  the  con- 
troversy, but  are  a  neutral  Republic.     All  the  frontier  towns  are 

*  Council  Journal  for  that  session,  3, 4. 

*  Probably  Ethan  Allen,  Ira  being  thfen  at  Windsor.  It  will  be  seen 
that,  in  the  following  month,  Ira  Allen,  at  Quebec,  addressed  general 
Haldimand,  and  his  letter  was  filed-  "G." 
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firm  with  these  gentlemen  in  the  present  administration  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  speak  within  bounds,  they  have  a  clear  majority 
of  the  rank  and  file  in  their  favor.     I  am,  <fec. 

N.  B.  —  If  it  should  be  Your  Excellency's  pleasure,  after  hav- 
ing conversed  with  the  gentleman  who  will  deliver  these  lines, 
that  I  should  wait  on  Your  Excellency  at  any  part  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  I  will  do  it,  except  I  should  find  that  it  would  hazard  my 
life  too  much. 

There  is  a  majority  in  Congress,  and  a  number  of  the  principal 
officers  of  the  Continental  Army,  continually  planning  against  me. 
I  shall  do  everything  in  my  power  to  render  this  state  a  British 
Province.* 

Report  of  VermonVs  AgenU  to  Ooiigress,  and  action  of  the  Gen- 
$ral  Assemblt/^  June  sessmi,  1782.^ 

In  Joint  Assembly  :  June  17,  1782.  His  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor and  council  having  joined  the  Assembly  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole,  to  hear  the  report  of  the  honl.  Jonas  Fay  and  Ira 
Allen,  esqrs.,  and  Abel  Curtiss,  esqr.  ;  and  of  the  honl.  Moses 
Robinson,  Jonas  Fay,  and  Paul  Spooner,  esqrs.,  and  Isaac  Tich- 
enor,  esqr.,  late  agents  to  congress,  his  excellency  in  the  chair, 
Micah  Townshend,  esqr.,  clerk  :  1st,  a  resolution  of  the  governor 
and  council,  appointing  the  honl.  Elisha  Payne,  Jonas  Fay,  and 
Ira  Allen,  esqrs.,  and  Abel  Curtiss,  esqr.,  agents  to  congress,  dated 
Jany.  10th  1782,  was  read.  2d,  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Fay  and 
Allen  to  the  president  of  congress,  dated  30th  Jany.  1782,  read. 
3d,  a  letter  from  the  honl.  Samuel  Livermore,  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee of  congress,  to  Messrs.  Allen  and  Fay,  dated  Feby.  1st, 
read.  4th,  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Fay  and  Allen  to  Mr.  Liver- 
more,  chairman,  &c.,  dated  5th  Feby.  1782,  read.  5th,  a  paper 
delivered  by  Messrs  Fay  and  Allen  to  a  committee  of  congress  on 
the  6th  Feby.  read.  6th,  a  memorial  delivered  by  Messrs.  Fay, 
Allen  and  Curtiss  to  the  committee  of  congress,  dated  17th  Feby. 
1782,  read.  [7th,]  Written  observations  delivered  by  Messrs. 
Fay,  Allen,  and  Curtiss  to  the  committee  of  congress,  dated  12th 
Feby.  1782,  read.  8th,  a  letter  to  the  president  of  congress  from 
Messrs.  Fay,  Allen,  and  Curtiss,  dated  18th  Feby.  1782,  read. 
9th,  a  letter  from  the  same  persons  to  the  president  of  congress, 
dated  16th  Feby.  1782,  read.  10th,  a  letter  from  the  same  per- 
sons to  the  president,  dated  21st  Feby.  read.     In  the  report  of 

^  Ethan  Allen  had  been  suspected  by  Washington,  and  of  course  by 
other  leading  men,  and  had  been  watciied  by  Schuyler  through  agents 
selected  by  him. 

^Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  401-410. 
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honl.  Moses  Robinson,  Jonas  Fay,  and  Paul  Spooner,  esqrs.,  and 
Isaac  Tichenor,  esqr.,  the  following  papers  were  read,  viz:  1st, 
a  commission  under  the  signature  of  his  excellency  the  gorernor, 
appointing  the  persons  above  mentioned  agents  and  delegates  to 
congress,  dated  13th  March,  1782.  2d,  a  written  report  of  the 
said  agents  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  proceedings  of  congress 
respecting  this  state.  Col.  Allen  then  presented  to  the  commit- 
tee an  address  to  the  governor  and  council  and  general  assembly, 
respecting  his  office  as  treasurer,  which  was  read. 

In  General  Assembly:  Jcne  19.  The  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  a  l)ill  for  suppress* ng  the  present  disturbances  in  the 
county  of  Windham,  brought  in  an  act  entitled  "  an  act  for  the 
punishment  of  conspiracies  against  the  peace,  liberty,  and  inde- 
pendence of  this  state,"  and  it  was  recommitted. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved^  that  the  honl.  Jonas  Fay  and  Paul 
Spooner,  esqrs.,  be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  in  their  circuits 
to  the  county  of  Orange  to  call  on  the  disaffected  inhabitants  in 
the  northern  towns  in  the  county  of  Windsor,  and  such  of  the 
towns  in  the  county  of  Orange  as  they  shall  go  through,  and  ex- 
plain the  proceedings  of  Congress  to  them  in  a  true  light,  and  use 
their  utmost  endeavors  to  unite  the  disaffected  people  to  this  gov- 
ernment. 

By  a  resolution  in  the  same  form,  Isaac  Tichenor  was  requested 
to  visit  and  quiet  the  disaffected  in  Brattleborough,  Halifax,  and 
Guilford. 

June  20.  An  act  entitled  ''  an  act  establishing  the  constitution 
of  Vermont  and  securing  the  privileges  of  the  people,"  was  read 
and  passed  the  house.' 

June  21.  An  act  entitled  *'an  act  for  the  punishment  of  con- 
spiracy against  the  peace,  liberty,  and  independence  of  this  state," 
was  read  and  passed  the  house. ^ 


^For  this  sharp  act,  see  State  Papers,  454. 

*More  than  one  writer  ha.s  amused  himself  with  the  assumed  absurdity 
of  such  a  legislative  act,  wliihi  in  fact  it  is  absurd  only  when  tried  by  the 
modern  rule,  which  saijordiuates  th(^  lej^islalure  to  the  constitution.  The 
charge  of  absurdity  r.  bounds  upon  these  critics  when  the  fact  is  recalled 
that  the  general  assembly  of  Vermont  was  not  a  body  of  limiled  powers, 
or  even  of  co-ordinate  j)owers  at  that  time,  but,  by  the  constitution  itself, 
""the  supreme  legislative  power'"'  was  ''^vested  in  a  Jwuse  of  representatives  of 
the  freemen  or  commonwealth  or  state  of  Vermont.^' — \_State  Papers,  246.]  In 
truth,  therefore,  any  legislative  act,  for  the  purpose  ^'  of  establishing  the 
amsUtution,''  would  have  been  neither  unconstitutional  nor  in  any  sense 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


278  The  Haldimand  Papers. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  Resolved^  that  the 
secretary  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  sehd  attested  copies  of  said 
act  unto  the  towns  of  Brattleborough,  Halifax,  Guilford,  and  Marl- 
borough, and  that  he  send  printed  copies  of  the  said  act  to  the 
several  towns  throughout  the  state,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  printed. 

improper.  This  was  the  purpose  of  the  act.  Had  the  legislature  of  1782 
attempted  to  change  the  constitution,  the  criticism  of  modern  writers 
would  not  be  altogether  unreasonable,  since  the  constitution  provided  an- 
other mode  of  amendment,  and  they  might  from  that  fact  argue  that  any 
other  would  be  unconstitutional.  But  even  on  this  supposed  case  it 
should  be  observed,  that  the  original  constitution  was  the  handiwork  of 
the  representatives  of  the  towns ^  and  then  stood,  as  it  still  stands,  on  their 
authority  alone  ;  and  hence,  should  the  towns  at  any  time,  by  their  repre- 
sentatives, change  the  constitution,  all  that  could  be  said  is,  that  both  acts 
were  by  the  same  power,  and  the  last  act  would  therefore  be  just  as  good 
as  was  the  first — both  in  fact  depending  on  the  subsequent  acquiescence 
of  the  people.  To  judge  the  legislators  of  1782  fairly,  we  must  take  their 
view  of  the  case.  The  original  Vermont  town  charters  were  royal  grants, 
by  which  the  right  of  self-government  in  annual  March  meeting  was  ac- 
corded to  the  grantees,  '^  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  prov- 
ince," which  was  then  New  Hampshire;  but  in  1764  that  province  relin- 
quished the  jurisdiction  of  these  towns,  and  New  York  never  acquired  it. 
In  1777  these  towns,  by  delegates  in  convention,  declared  independence, 
and  then  each  town  was  as  perfectly  sovereign  and  independent  as  was 
the  state  which  they  formed,  and  in  1778  organized.  The  towns  confes- 
sed allegiance  neither  to  the  King,  nor  to  New  Hampshire,  nor  to  New 
York,  and  they  were  under  no  written  bond  even  to  each  other,  until 
they  formed  the  constitution.  The  "  conventions"  were  only  the  towns 
acting  by  their  delegates,  and  the  "  council  of  safety"  was  created  by  the 
convention  of  town  delegates  which  framed  the  constitution.  Chitten- 
den, in  the  letter  to  congress,  Jan.  9, 1783,  thus  stated  the  facts  as  to  in- 
dependence: 

"  Tlie  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  Vermont  have  lived  in  a  state  of 
independence  from  their  first  settlement  to  this  day.  Their  first  mode 
of  government  and  management  of  their  internal  police,  was  verv  simi-  - 
lai*  to  that  of  the  United  States  in  their  first  separation  from  the  British 
government.  They  were  governed  by  Committees  of  Safety,  and  Con- 
ventions; which  Ifust  was  their  highest  judicature  for  the  seciiVity  of  their 
just  rights,"  &c.,  ''and  which,  on  the  15th  day  of  January  1777  declared 
themselves  to  be  a  free  and  independent  state,  and  have,  from  their  first 
settlement  of  the  countrj',  maintained  their  independence,  and  protected 
their  lives  and  properties  against  all  invaders,  and  date  their  freedom 
from  the  royal  atljudication  of  the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and 
New  Hampshire,  the  20th  of  July  1764,  and  are  now  in  the  eighteenth 
ye«ar  of  their  independence." 

Independent  as  a  state  from  15th  January  1777,  but  independent  also 
from  20th  July  1764.    How,  in  any  civil  or  political  organization,  but  as 
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Resolved^  that  Mr.  S.  R.  Bradley  be  and  is  hereby  requested  to 
bring  in  a  bill  empowering  the  captain-general  to  order  such  men 
to  assist  the  sheriffs  in  the  several  counties  in  the  execution  of  their 
office,  as  he  shall  judge  best. 

tovms  ?  These  towns,  by  their  delegates,  firamed  and  adopted  the  consti- 
tution, and  in  -it  reserved  supreme  legislative  power  to  their  representa- 
tives. In  1779,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting  doubts,  their  representatives 
declared  that  the  constitution  as  then  existing,  and  as  it  should  be  in  fu- 
ture amended  agreeable  to  the  44th  section,  [by  the  council  of  censors  and 
conventions  of  town  delegates,]  "  shall  be  forever  considered,  held,  and 
maintained,  as  part  of  the  laws  of  this  state." — IState  Papers,  288.]  Mr. 
Slade  suggested  in  a  note  that  the  doubt  rose  inasmuch  as  the  constitution 
had  never  been  sanctioned  by  the  people — from  which  we  are  obliged  to 
dissent,  because  the  remedy  would  not  cure  the  disease,  ^he  rule  simil- 
ia  simiHbus  curantur  would  not  work  here.  The  preamble  to  the  act  of 
1782  alleges  the  same  reason  :  it  was  "  to  prevent  disputes  respecting  the 
legal  force  of  the  constitution.''  In  conjecturing  the  most  reasonable 
ground  for  dispute,  both  in  1779  and  1782,  we  think  the  most  reasonable 
one  is  that  there  were  towns  organized  and  represented  which  were  not 
represented  in  the  convention  that  adopted  the  constitution,  and  had 
never  formally  accepted  it.  Mischievous  men  might  raise  doubts  as  to 
the  obligations  of  these  towns,  that  the  act  of  the  legislature,  in  which 
they  were  represented,  would  remove.  By  the  act  of  1782,  the  neto  towns, 
as  well  as  the  old,  did  accept  the  constitution,  and  thus  it  became  "  es- 
tablished" over  all  the  towns  at  that  time,  as  it  it  subsequently  was  in 
new  towns  by  their  grants  from  Vermont  and  representation  in  consti- 
tutional conventions.  If  the  conjecture  be  incorrect,  this  note  may  not 
unfitly  stand  in  history  as  a  testimony  to  the  former  dignity  and  import- 
ance of  the  towns,  which  are  now  well  nigh  lost.  By  the  institution 
of  the  senate,  the  towns  lost  their  supremacy  in  legislation  ;  and  by  the 
convention  of  1870  they  surrendered  their  supremacy  in  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  amendments  to  the  constitution. 

The  other  provision  of  the  act  of  1782  declared  that  all  citizens  of  Am- 
erican states  might  have  the  privileges  of  residence  and  the  protection 
of  the  laws  for  their  persons  and  property.  The  original  constitution 
gave  these  privileges  to  "  foreigners,"  and  this  part  of  the  act  may  have 
been  designed  to  meet  a  doubt  whether  the  word  "  foreigners"  included 
citizens  of  other  American  states.  The  act  certainly  was  not  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution. 

On  the  whole  we  think  this  act  hardly  proves  either  ignorance  or  ab- 
surdity against  the  legislators  of  the  infant  state.  There  were  not  many 
learned  men  among  them,  and  they  did  not  have  the  federal  constitution 
as  a  model;  but  having  made  a  rough-hewn  state,  they  were  able  to  pre- 
serve  it,  for  more  learned  men  to  polish  and  adorn. 
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On  motion  made,  Resolved,  that  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recom- 
mended unto  the  honl.  Moses  Robinson,  esqr.,  chief  judge  of  the 
superior  court,  to  call  a  special  superior  court  to  be  holden  in  the 
county  of  Windham  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  public  in  that  quarter  require  it. 

All  act  entitled  "  an  act  for  empowering  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor to  appoint  and  commissionate  and  order  such  number  of 
officers  and  men  to  assist  the  sheriff  as  he  shall  judge  expedient," 
was  read  and  passed  the  house. 

Resolved,  that  the  members  and  officers  of  this  house  shall  not 
divulge  or  make  public  the  act  empowering  the  governor  to  raise 
men  to  assist  the  sheriff  in  his  office  and  duty,  and  directing  the 
commissary  to  furnish  the  men  so  raised  with  provisions,  and  the 
resolve  directing  the  chief  judge  to  call  a  superior  court  in  the 
county  of  Windham,  on  penalty  of  incurring  the  censure  of  this 
house. 

Among  the  acts  of  this  session,  in  addition  to  those  named  in 
the  above  extracts  from  the  journal,  were 

An  act  adopting  the  common  and  statute  law  of  England,  [as 
far  as  applicable,  and  except  so  much  as  was  repugnant  to  the 
constitution.] 

An  act  defining  and  limiting  the  powers  of  the  several  courts 
within  this  state. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  directing  and  regulating  the  levying 
and  serving  executions.  [Articles  of  personal  property,  for  want 
of  money,  to  be  appraised  to  the  creditor  at  the  sign-post.  A  tem- 
porary act,  to  bridge  over  very  ''  hard  times."]  ' 

H. —  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Ghiy  Oarleton. 

[No.  1.]  Quebec,  22nd  June. 

I  was  last  night  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  21st  May, 
communicating  His  Majesty's  appointment  of  you  to  the  chief 
command  of  the  southern  department,  on  which  occasion  I  beg 
leave  to  congratnlate  your  Excellency  and  to  offer  my  sincere 
wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  success.  Your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  5th  of  April  from  Bnglaml  has  not  appeared,  and  I  much 
fear  it  has  shared  the  fate  of  others  in  the  Bellona,  which,  after  a 
fortunate  passage  to  the  South  Traverse  there  struck  upon  a  rock 
and  went  down  so  soon  as  to  leave  the  crew  only  time  to  escape 
with  their  lives.  My  letters  of  the  28th  April,  27th  May,  and  4th 
June,  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  will  inform  you  of  the  ignorance  in 
which  I  was  and  remained  until  last  night  of  the  intentions  of  the 


*  StaU  Papers,  449-465. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  281 

present  Ministry  with  regard  to  the  war  and  this  country,  and 
your  letter  has  relieved  me  from  a  very  embarrassing  situation, 
the  unavoidable  delay  mentioned  in  the  letter  here  referred  to 
having  luckily  prevented  the  intended  movement. 

The  necessary  preparations  are  in  great  forwardness,  and  I  by 
degrees  move  the  troops  intended  for  it  to  the  Isle  aux  Noix  to 
carry  on  some  necessary  works,  which  I  made  a  pretext  for  for- 
warding the  provisions  and  stores.  Should  the  laudable  disposi- 
tions and  endeavours  for  peace  now  existing  prove  ineffectual,  and 
offensive  measures  be  unhappily  renewed,  those  troops  will  be 
ready  for  any  excursions  that  may  be  found  necessary  on  the  fron- 
tiers. '  The  confidential  person  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the 
27th  of  May,  to  be  expected  from  Vermont,  is  not  arrived,  and 
being  informed  that  he  is  in  bad  health,  I  have  directed  my  agent 
for  that  business  to  send  a  message  to  AJlen,  pressing  him  to  a 
private  intei-view  with  him.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  respect 
and  general  accommodation  will  induce  that  people  to  close  with 
Grovernment,  knowing  how  little  they  have  to  expect  from  Con- 
gress and  their  neighbor  provinces  if  left  to  their  mercy.  The 
2lst  May  I  received  letters  notifying  Mr.  Ellis'  appointment,  and 
some  from  Lord  George  Germaine  of  no  moment.  These  are  all 
that  have  yet  reached  me,  and  I  anxiously  await  the  arrival  of  my 
dispatch. 

I  send  this  by  the  route  which  brought  yours,  and  shall  send  a 
duplicate  of  it  by  a  small  vessel  that  will  sail  for  New  York 
to-morrow.  Persuaded  it  is  unnecessary  to  offer  any  arguments 
to  induce  you  to  communicate  to  me  whatever  you  shall  think  nec- 
essary for  the  king's  service,  1  conclude  by  assuring  you  of  the 
pleasure  a  frequent  intercourse  will  always  afford  me,  having  the 
honor  to  be,  with  great  regard,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

Fred'k.  Haldimand. 


^The  instructions  of  the  British  Secretary  of  War  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
as  commander-in-chief  of  the  British  forces  in  America,  were  dated 
April  4,  1782.  He  was  instructed  to  withdraw  all  the  British  troops  from 
New  York,  Charleston,  and  Savannah,  to  Halifax  ;  and  thus,  by  disarm- 
ing, attempt  ''t^)  captivate  the  hearts  and  remove  every  suspicion  of  iu- 
sincerity "  from  the  United  States.  Thus  England  yielded  to  one 
indispensable  condition  precedent  to  a  treaty  of  peace,  required  by  con- 
gress June  17,  1778. — Ante,  14.  The  French  Minister  treated  it  as  an 
attempt  to  procure  a  separate  peace  with  America,  thus  severing  her 
from  France,  and  leaving  England  to  turn  all  her  energies  against 
France.  —  Life  and  Writinys  of  Washington^  Vol.  viii,  296,  note. 

36 
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Gen.  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carletmi, 

Major-General  Riedesel  has  just  informed  me  that  the  officers 
&c.  of  the  Brunswick  troops  of  the  convention  are  exchanged  since 
last  November.  I  wish  they  had  bfeen  sent  by  conveyance  of  the 
Pandora,  as  they  are  much  wanted,  particularly  the  public  officers. 
Your  Excellency  will  oblige  me  much  by  taking  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  sending  them. 

Two  mills  only  remain  on  the  Mohawk  river,  which  entirely 
support  the  rebel  troops  in  that  quarter.  The  safety  of  the  new 
pogts  at  Oswego  made  it  necessary  to  send  two  parties  to  endeavor 
to  destroy  them.  These  under  two  scouts  to  intercept  the  rebels 
and  Indian  scouts  toward  Albany  and  John's  Township  are  all 
that  are  employed  from  this  quarter.  They  have  orders  not  to 
commit  any  hostilities  in  the  district  of  Vermont.  I  hope  no  bad 
effect  will  result  from  these  measures,  which  the  necessity  of  the 
service  and  the  want  of  information  have  occasioned. 

Indorsed :  "  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  22d  June, 
1782.     Received  July  26th,  1782.     No.  7." 

Ge7i.  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

Duplicate.     [No.  2.]  Quebec,  23rd  June,  1782. 

Sir : — The  enclosed  is  a  duplicate  of  a  letter  in  cypher  which  I 
yesterday  had  the  honor  to  dispatch  for  your  Excellency  overland. 
The  cypher  is  very  tedious,  but  the  frequent  and  fatal  accidents 
which  have  befallen  messengers  in  the  neighborhood  of  Albany 
oblige  me  to  take  every  precaution,  and  although  your  Excellency 
receiving  this  is  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty,  I  am  quite  at  ease 
with  respect  to  its  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands,  as  it  will  be  in 
the  possession  of  an  approved  loyalist  who  will  not  fail  to  send  it 
if  necessary. 

Least  the  subject  of  an  exchange  of  prisoners  should  happen  to 
l)e  agitated  upon  a  general  scale,  I  think  it  right  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency  that  I  have  rigidly  adhered  through  many  applications 
to  the  system  you  adopted,  of  not  entering  into  an  exchange  until 
the  engagements  at  the  Cedars  and  others  should  be  faithfully  ac- 
complished by  the  enemy.  1  took  occasion  to  ea-clnde  the  people 
of  Vermont  from  this  resolution^  hoping  it  might  have  a  good  ef- 
fect, and  have  mutually  exchanged  many  of  their  people  for  a 
fewer  number  of  ours,  and  to  gratify  their  sanguine  request  in  fa- 
vor of  a  young  man  of  that  district,  but  an  officer  in  the  continental 
troops,  I  permitted  him  to  return  with  some  of  their  prisoners.' 

*  March  9, 1782,  the  governor  and  council  paroled  a  prisoner,  "  Ter- 
ence, son  of  Dr.  [George]  Smith,"  to  visit  Canada. — Council  Journal,  65. 
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I  could  have  wished  that  arrivals  from  England  had  put  it  in 
my  power  to  make  this  dispatch  more  interesting  to  your  Excel- 
lency. There  is  no  occurrence  here  that  can,  but  I  expect  much 
from  an  easterly  wind  which  has  blown  strong  for  about  twenty- 
four  hours  and  looks  as  if  it  would  continue.  In  consequence  of 
your  Excellency's  letter  I  have  written  to  the  several  posts  in  my 
command  to  confine  themselves  entirely  to  defensive  measures  and 
hope  these  orders  will  arrive  time  enough  to  have  effect.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  Sir,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Fred'k  Haldimand. 

1782.  Early  in  this  month,  Ira  Allen  was  again  sent  to  Can- 
Juiy-  ada,  with  a  letter  from  gov.  Chittenden  to  gen.  Haldi- 
mand, requesting  the  release  of  two  officers  belonging  to  Vermont, 
who  were  then  prisoners  in  Canada — a  request  which  was  grant- 
ed.' This  fact  indicates  that  Ira  Allen  was  the  author  of  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

H.  —  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr,  G,  to  His  Excellency  General 

Haldimand, 

Quebec,  July  11th,  1782. 
Sir : — I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  Excellency's  consideration 
the  following  observations  founded  on  facts,  vizt :  It  is  reported 
and  generally  believed  in  the  colonies,  that  governor  Philip  Skene 
had  a  charter  for  a  government,  and  comprehending  Vermont  with 
the  tract  of  country  called  the  western  union,  between  the  west 
line  of  Vermont  and  Hudson's  river,  which  charter  if  it  could  be 
procured  would  much  facilitate  the  present  negotiation,  as  it  would 
enaV)le  near  three  thousand  families,  inhabitants  in  the  western 
union,  to  join  Vermont  under  the  sanction  of  an  act  made  in  con- 
gress confirming  all  charters  and  government  lines  as  established 
by  order  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  before  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. This  body  of  people  will  be  of  greater  use  in  bringing 
about  the  wished  for  revolution,  as  they  are  mostly  in  favor  of 
government,  and  if  they  should  unite  themselves  to  Vermont  with- 
out the  cloak  of  the  aforesaid  charter,  or  before  your  Excellency 
could  protect  them,  they  would  fall  a  prey  to  the  resentment  of 
New  York,  assisted  by  the  authority  of  congress.  The  govern- 
or and  council  however,  are  so  fully  convinced  of  the  evil  and 
ambitious  designs  of  congress,  and  consequently  of  the  necessity  of 
re-uniting  with  Great  Britain,  as  speedily  as  possible,  that  they 
are  determined  at  all  events  no  obstacles  shall  prevent  their  en- 


>  Williams,  Vol.  n,  211. 
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deavors  to  accomplish  it.  I  would  therefore  in  behalf  of  my  em- 
ployers propose,  whether  it  be  advisable  for  his  Excellency  to 
write  to  Governor  Skene  for  this  charter  so  mvlch  wanted.'  In  the 
interim,  every  possible  exertion  will  be  made  to  re-establish  such 
private  union  between  Vermont  and  the  west  claims,  on  such  a 
footing  that  whenever  it  is  found  expedient  and  prudent  they  will 
be  able  to  raise  a  considerable  force  to  act  in  conjunctioa  with  the 
troops  your  Excellency  shall  send  to  protect  them,  and  that  noth- 
ing may  be  left  undone  which  can  promote  the  present  ncgotiatiou, 
we  will,  if  your  Excellency  thinks  proper,  immediately  h>end  a  num- 
ber of  private  agents  into  the  New  York  and  New  England  Prov- 
inces, to  engage  and  send  to  settle  in  Vermont  as  many  loyal  sub- 
jects as  possible,  and  likewise  prepossess  the  principal  men  of  the 
New  England  Provinces  in  favor  of  Vermont,  by  selling  them 
tracts  of  land  on  its  frontiers ;  and  further  if  your  Excellency  thinks 
it  advisable  we  will  endeavor  to  raise  a  regiment  or  two  of  able 
bodied  men  from  the  other  provinces,  and  station  them  in  Ver- 
mont, under  pretence  of  protecting  the  frontiers.  In  raising  these 
men  great  care  would  be  taken  to  enlist  the  most  loyal,  or  at  least 
moderate  men,  and  none  should  be  oflScers  but  such  as  have  been 
known  and  tried  friends  to  government,  these  to  be  commissioned 
in  the  name  of  the  governor  of  Vermont  by  your  Excellency's  or- 
ders and  the  advice  of  such  commissioners  as  your  Excellency 
shall  appoint  for  that  purpose.  Such  regiments  to  be  supported 
by  the  King,  and  to  be  always  ready  to  act  in  or  out  of  Vermont 
as  your  Excellency  shall  order. 

Thus  far  I  have  not  deviated  from  the  principles  of  my  employ- 
ers, the  ruling  men  of  Vermont,  but  my  fear  least  something  yet 
interferes  to  prevent  our  re-union  with  Great  Britain  induces  me 
to  propose  to  your  Excellency  an  immediate  recognition  of  Ver- 
mont under  government  by  a  secret  treaty  with  them,  to  be  signed 
and  ratified  by  govenior  Chittenden,  general  Allen,  and  the  coun- 
cil, declaring  Vermont  a  British  Pro^^ncc  and  engaging  to  use 
every  prudent  measure  to  promote  His  Majesty's  government  until 
your  Excellency  can  protect  them  in  a  public  declaration.  Al- 
though I  am  not  authorized  to  make  the  i)roposition,  yet  I  am  per- 
suaded one  of  the  same  purport  from  your  Excellency  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  Governor  aud  Legislative  authority  of  Vermont. 


*  A  suggestion  evidently  intended  to  gain  time,  which  Haldimand  was 
as  anxious  for  as  was  Allen.  —  See  Haldimand's  letter  to  Carleton, 
Ko.  3,  post,  288.  Allen  and  others  undoubtedly  7io})ed  that  such  a  char- 
ter had  been  made  out  for  Skene,  for  they  suggested  it.  Perhaps  they 
"  believed  '■  it  also  ;  but  they  must  also  have  believed  that  it  was  held  in 
abeyance,  by  either  Skene  or  the  British  government. 
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I  am  sent  by  governor  Chittenden,  general  Allen  and  their  privy 
council  to  negotiate  a  re-union,  and  privately  authorized  to  engage 
in  behalf  of  Vermont,  that  the  authority  and  most  of  the  i)opulace 
in  that  state  are  desirous  to  become  a  British  state  on  the  condi- 
tions proffered  by  your  Excellency.  They  have  likewise  promised 
to  abide  by  any  engagement  I  shall  enter  into  for  them,  provid- 
ed the  same  be  kept  a  profound  secret  until  the  British  govern- 
ment can  protect  and  assist  them,  and  provided  they  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  go  out  of  Vermont  to  make  war  with  the  other  states. 
They  will  receive  the  King's  troops  and  garrisons,  and  will  join 
them  to  oppose  any  troops  or  forces  that  shall  invade  Vermont  to 
prevent  her  re-union  with  Britain.  They  have  likewise  promised 
never  to  take  arms  again  in  opposition  to  British  government,  nor 
to  assist  congress  on  any  pretence  whatever.  I  left  the  assembly 
convening  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  vote  in  favor  of  govern- 
ment's neutrality  until  the  former  could  be  obtained  and  supported. 
They  engaged  to  send  a  confidential  j)erson  as  soon  as  possible  to 
the  Loyal  Blockhouse  with  a  full  account  of  their  proceedings  in 
the  assembly. 

I  think  Vermont  contains  about  eight  thousand  men  of  all  de- 
nominations including  the  west  union,  and  that  out  of  these  two 
thousand  may  be  raised  for  a  standing  militia.  These  with  the 
assistance  of  four  thousand  British  troops  would  i)robably  be  able 
to  defend  the  frontier  as  far  as  the  New  City  '  in  the  summer  sea- 
son, but  I  don't  think  they  could  keep  their  ground  in  winter  fur- 
ther south  than  Ticonderoga,  except  they  were  strongly  garrisoned 
at  the  Half  Moon  Ferry,  where  I  sup|>ose  six  thousand  men  might 
with  assistance  of  the  inhabitants  kecj)  a  good  fort  well  supplied, 
and  if  the  Vermonters  had  money  they  could  nearly  supply  such  a 
garrison  with  provisions  till  it  could  have  relief  from  Ticonderoga, 
where  I  think  it  will  always  be  necessary  to  kecj)  a  British  garri- 
son. The  Vermonters  would  not  assist  in  kee[)ing  a  garrison  at 
Albany  because  it  is  not  of  their  state,  nor  do  1  think  it  would  be 
good  policy  to  take  Albany  till  the  re-union  can  be  publicly  ac- 
knowledged and  supported.  If  the  other  colonies  should  in- 
Tade  Canada,  Vermont  will  op|)Ose  their  march  througli  that  state 
as  far  as  possible,  but  they  could  not  with  safety  take  arms  to  stop 
their  progress  until  supported  by  the  King's  troops  and  the  re- 
union with  Britain  completed,  nor  could  they  consistently  with  the 
laws  of  self-preservation  come  to  the  defence  of  Canada  and  leave 
their  own  property,  friends,  and  families  defenceless  and  exposed 
to  ruin. 

Before  I  conclude  I  would  beg  to  intimate  ^o  your  Excellency 
that  as  soon  as  good  policy  will  admit,  there  will  be  an  absolute 

*  Lansingburgh. 
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necessity  for  some  of  the  King's  money  in  Vermont  to  enable  us 
to  carry  into  execution  the  foregoing  plans  or  such  of  them  as  may 
meet  with  your  Excellency's  approbation,  especially  should  your 
Excellency  expect  to  procure  provisions  from  us  to  supjwrt  an  ex- 
pedition. We  must  not  only  have  a  small  supply  of  money,  but 
must  have  notice  in  time  to  purchase  droves  of  cattle  from  the  oth- 
er states,  which  while  it  helps  us  will  in  proportion  distress  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c., 
Enclosure.  (Signed) 

Hostile  MovemenU  of  Adherents  to  Neiv  York, 
The  manner  of  Isaac  Tichenor  was  very  attractive  and  his  per- 
suasive power  great,  and  these  talents  were  faithfully  used  in  the 
discharge  of  his  delicate  mission  to  Windham  county,  but  by  no 
means  to  the  effect  desired.  Under  the  inspirations  of  the  ardent 
Phelps,  and  the  encouragement  from  gov.  Clinton  to  resist,  the 
adherents  to  New  York  had  reached  a  violent  stage.  On  the  10th 
of  July,  Charles  Phelps  wrote  to  gov.  Clinton  that  the  Vermont 
men  in  his  region  would  not  dare  interfere  with  the  adherents  to 
New  York,  "  if  people  do  not  come  from  Bennington  county  with 
weapons  of  terror  to  scare  or  frighten  or  fight  us."  That  was  a 
vision  of  "  Old  Ethan,"  and  Phelps  begged  Clinton  to  ask  for 
four  field-pieces  from  gon.  Washington,  wherewith  to  frighten  in 
turn  the  terrible  men  of  Bennington.' 

July  15.  Further  to  encourage  gov.  Clinton,  Daniel  Shepard- 
son  wrote  that  some  of  the  more  northern  towns  would  favor  New 
York,  provided  assurance  could  be  given  of  aid  from  head-quar- 
ters ;  and  on  the  same  day,  the  adherents  to  New  York  met  at 
Guilford  and  adopted  a  petition,  praying  gov.  Clinton  to  march 
the  New  York  militia  against  Bennington  county,  in  case  the  Ver- 
monters  there  should  march  into  Cumberland  county. 

July  24.  The  New  York  council  of  appointment  was  again 
summoned,  and  it  completed  a  list  of  military  appointments  for 
Cumberland  [Windham]  county,  and  arranged  for  six  companies 
in  the  towns  of  Brattleborough,  Guilford,  and  Halifax. 

*  Gov.  Clinton  admitted,  however,  that  Mr.  Tichenor's  efforts  **  in  some 
degree  defeated  tlie  effect  which  the  pacitic  niea-sures  of  our  [New  York] 
legislature  would  have  had  on  them  "  —  referring,  doubtless,  to  the  New 
York  acts  of  April  14,  ll^'l.— Eastern  Vermont,  433,  434.  Early  History, 
394,  471. 
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July  26.  With  these  commissions,  gov.  Clinton  sent  a  long 
letter,  and  under  the  circumstances  one  more  prudent  than  some 
that  had  preceded  it.  He  confessed  that  he  could  not  stipulate 
positively  that  any  body  of  troops  would  march  for  the  defense  of 
his  friends,  even  should  Vermont  resort  to  compulsion.  While 
he  would  not  discourage  them  in  opposition  to  Vermont,  he  did 
not  much  encourage  them.  He  declared  that  he  had  no  reason  to 
believe  that  New  York  would  ever  relinquish  her  claim,  nor  did 
he  think  it  probable  that  congress  would  decide  in  favor  of 
Vermont,  and  he  added  — "  but  candor  induces  me  to  declare  al- 
so, that  there  is  little  prospect  of  their  deciding  in  favor  of  us." 
However  favorable  to  Vermont  certain  reports  to  congress  might 
have  been  represented  by  Mr.  Tichenor  to  be,  they  '*  were  intro- 
duced into  congress,  not  in  expectation  that  they  ever  would  be 
adopted,  but  solely  with  a  view  to  keep  the  spirit  of  defection 
alive,  and  to  counteract  the  endeavors  of  that  state  [New  York] 
for  the  re-establishraent  of  its  jurisdiction  by  pacific,  conciliatory 
measures."  He  put  his  friends  in  Cumberland  county  on  their 
*'  zeal  and  prudence." 

The  effect  of  this  letter,  on  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  was 
rather  to  put  aside  all  prudence,  and  leave  only  zeal,  which  soon 
rai:  into  madness.  On  one  occasion  a  party  of  adherents  to  New 
York  met  and  pledged  themselves  to  "  disannul  all  the  authority 
of  Vermont,"  and  oppose  it  "  even  to  blood." ' 

James  Madison  to  Edmund  Randolph,^ 

July  16.  Messrs.  Montgomery  and  Root  returned  yesterday 
from  their  eastern  deputation.  *  *  *  Mr.  M.  adds  that  the  current 
opinion  is,  that  a  vessel  arrived  at  Quebec  brings  a  royal  charter 
for  Vermont ;  that  the  people  there  are  in  much  confusion,  and 
many  of  them  disposed  to  re-unite  with  New  Hampshire.*  A  let- 
ter from  [to  J  Mr.  Livingston,  from  Mr.  Livermore,  [of  N.  H.] 
corroborates  this  good  news.  It  imports  that  a  very  important 
turn  had  taken  place  in  the  temper  of  the  people,  between  the 
[Connecticut]  river  and  the  ridge,  [of  the  Green  mountains,]  and 
they  were  petitioning  New  Hampshire  to  be  restored  to  that  state, 
and  that  measures  would  be  taken  in  concert  with  New  York  for 
that  purpose . 


*  Eastern  Vermont,  434-4.38.    *  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  151. 
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'  H.  —  Gen.  Haldimand  to  Sir  Gruy  Carleton. 

[No.  3.]  Quebec,  28th  July,  1782. 

Sir:  —  Since  my  last  of  the  23rd  ultimo,  a  duplicate  of  which 
is  enclosed,  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  23rd  of  May,  covering  a  duplicate  of  the  former  one  and  some 
Gazettes,  for  which  I  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  my  thanks. 
Their  interesting  'contents  had  arrived  sometime  before,  by  two 
small  vessels  from  the  West  Indies,  but  until  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  we  had  no  idea  that  so  formidable  an  attempt  had  been  di- 
rected against  us  It  has  been  so  happily  and  completely  frus- 
trated that  it  is  scarcely  probable  it  can  be  resumed  this  year. 

A  letter  received  from  Lord  Sherburne  dated  22nd  of  February, 
cautious  mc  against  an  armament  then  fitting  out  at  Breast,  and 
to  be  destined  against  New  York,  Halifax,  and  Canada,  but  more 
generally  believed  for  the  latter.  I  was  instructed  to  station  ves- 
sels below  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  to  you  immediate  intelli- 
gence should  a  fleet  appear,  but  not  having  any  proper  for  that 
service,  I  communicated  his  Lordship's  directions  to  the  senior 
officer  of  the  Royal  Navy  in  the  river.  Two  frigates  are  cruising 
in  the  gulf  and  three  more  (here  for  refreshment)  will  soon  join 
them,  besides  the  Newfoundland  cruisers,  who  should  and  probably 
have  orders  at  all  times  to  give  intelligence  to  New  York,  as  much 
[more]  time  must  be  lost  in  sending  up  this  river  than  to  New 
York.  But  the  season  is  so  far  advanced  that  I  should  think  there 
is  but  little  to  apprehend  from  invasion  this  year. 

I  have  intelligence  from  Albany  that  Mr.  Washington  has  very 
lately  revisited  that  place  and  the  adjacent  posts,  and  has  given 
orders  to  fortify  Schenectady  and  Saratoga,  and  to  blockade  Al- 
bany. The  object  of  this  visit  I  have  not  yet  learned  ;  probably  it 
is  from  a  jealousy  of  Vermont,  having  heard  perhaps  that  all  prep- 
arations were  making  in  the  province  for  some  movement,  for  so 
beset  are  we  with  domestics  and  spies  from  the  rebels,  that  every 
public  occurrence  is  immediately  conveyed  to  them.  This  brings 
me  to  the  object  of  my  letter. 

The  person  said  in  my  last  to  be  expected  from  Vermont  is  ar- 
rived and  has  brought  the  strongest  assurances  from  most  of  the 
leading  men  of  their  wishes  to  re-unite  with  the  mother  country. 
These  have  gained  over  to  their  views  one  half  of  the  populace, 
and  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  influence  the  remaining  part. 
I  have  had  many  conversations  with  their  agent,  the  substance  of 
which  is  contained  in  his  official  letter  to  me.  A  copy  of  it  and 
of  E.  A.'s  letter  I  enclose  for  your  Excellency's  perusal,  that  you 
may  see  the  real  situation  in  which  my  negotiation  with  the  peo- 
ple now  stands,  and  make  such  use  of  it  as  you  shall  judge  fit  in 
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your  general  transactions.  I  have  brought  it  to  a  very  embarras- 
sing crisis  with  regard  to  myself,  (havinj^;  urged  the  people  to  a 
declaration  in  favor  of  government,  by  a  long  series  of  persuasion 
and  the  strongest  assurances  of  support  and  rewards,  very  recently 
renewed  in  a  letter  from  my  agents,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,) 
in  consequence  of  one  I  received  last  April  from  Lord  Sackville, 
desiring  that  I  would  appear  with  a  body  of  men  upon  the  fron- 
tiei*s,  and,  sparing  no  expense,  make  the  recovery  of  Vermont  to 
the  King's  obedience  the  primary  object  of  my  attention. 

Uninformed  as  I  am  of  the  intention  of  administration  (except 
in  general  terms  that  they  are  pacific)  I  can  no  loiger  act  with 
Vermont  upon  any  certain  grounds,  until  I  receive  instructions  for 
that  purpose,  for  which  I  have  written  to  Lord  Shelburne,  whose 
answer  from  the  lateness  of  the  season  I  can  only  expect  through 
your  Excellency.  In  the  meantime  I  shall  amuse  the  messenger, 
who  is  very  pressing  for  answer  to  his  proposals,  in  the  best  way 
I  can,  and  be  very  careful  not  to  embark  in  any  measure  which 
may  tend  eventually  to  embarrass  His  Majesty's  commissioners  in 
the  management  of  the  important  affairs  with  which  they  are  en- 
trusted.' On  the  one  hand  I  shall  not  deceive  these  people  into 
measures  which  it  may  cease  to  be  my  duty  to  support,  nor  on  the 
other  will  I  for  their  sakes  throw  any  diflSculties  in  the  way  of 
reconciliation  or  peace  with  the  revolted  colonies  in  general.  I 
will  nevertheless,  as  far  as  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  measures 
which  may  at  present  be  agitating  at  New  York,  neglect  nothing 
in  my  power  to  retain  the  people  of  Vermont  in  the  same  favora- 
ble disposition  in  which  they  are  at  present,  convinced  that  the 
very  best  consequences  must  result  to  the  safety  of  this  province, 
from  an  union  with  that  people,  in  case  it  should  become  the  seat 
of  war,  an  event  which  from  concurring  circumstances  I  think  is 
not  improbable.  I  shall  therefore  be  extremely  averse  from  ev- 
erything which  might  diminish  their  confidence  in  me  or  destroy 
their  hopes  from  the  Royal  clemency  and  protection,  provided  af- 
fairs should  not  take  a  favorable  turn  between  the  King's  commis- 
sioners and  the  congress. 

1  should  have  done  myself  this  pleasure  some  days  ago,  but  wish- 
ing to  be  still  more  explicit,  I  have  waited  in  expectation  of  anoth- 
er messenger  from  Vermont  who  is  to  bring  the  proceedings  of  the 
governor's  council  (composed  of  friends  to  government,  two  ex- 
cepted,) convened  when  the  last  came  away ;  but  impatient  to  com- 
municate to  you  the  affairs  thus  far  and  be  honored  with  your  Ex- 
cellency's sentiments  thereon,  I  send  a  most  careful  and  intelligent 


^Tit  for  tat  :  —  Haldimand  and  Allen  were  amusing  each  other. 
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man  with  an  officer  returning  to  Halifax.  He  will  from  thence 
forward  by  a  first  vessel  to  New  York. 

It  is  necessary  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  which  I  do  with 
much  concern,  that  a  few  days  ago  I  had  advice  from  Detroit  that 
a  party  of  Rangers  and  Indians  had  fallen  in  with  the  enemy  on 
the  4th  and  5th  ultimo,  as  far  advanced  to  destroy  the  Indian  vil- 
lages at  St.  Duskey.  The  rebels  were  near  six  thousand  strong 
and  were  severely  dealt  with,  having  two  hundred  and  fifty  killed 
and  wounded.  A  most  unfortunate  circumstance  which  attended 
this  rencounter,  though  extremely  bad  in  itself,  will  as  usual  be 
exaggerated.  A  colonel  Crawford  (who  commanded)  and  two 
captains  were  tortured  by  the  Indians  in  retaliation  for  a  wanton 
and  barbarous  massacre  of  about  eighty  Moravian  Indians,  lately 
committed  at  Miskingum  by  the  Virginians,  wherein  it  is  said  Mr. 
Crawford  and  some  of  that  very  party  were  perpetrators.  I  hope 
my  letter  will  arrive  time  enough  to  prevent  any  further  mischief, 
though  I  am  very  fearful  it  will  not  stop  here.  This  act  of  cruel- 
ty is  to  be  the  more  regretted,  as  it  awakens  in  the  Indians  that 
barbarity  to  prisoners  which  the  unwearied  efforts  of  His  Majes- 
ty's Ministers  had  totally  extinguished. 

A  letter  from  Major  De  Peyster  says  that  a  General  Irwin  is  to 
take  the  route  of  Tuskarawas,  a  party  of  militia  the  Shawanese 
country,  and  Colonel  Clarke  the  Wabash,  with  artillery.  That 
this  expedition,  though  given  out  as  intended  against  the  Indian 
villages,  he  is  informed  is  in  reality  a  concerted  plan  against  De- 
troit, which  Mr.  Irwin  brought  with  him  from  Congress.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  intelligence  I  have  reinforced  the  upper  country  with 
about  two  hundred  meu. 

Joseph  Brant  had  left  Oswego  with  a  large  scout  toward  the 
Mohawk  river  before  my  orders  to  desist  from  hostilities  had  ar- 
rived. I  am  in  pain  for  the  consequences,  but  as  my  letter  must 
have  arrived  a  very  few  days  after  his  departure  and  that  Indians 
are  not  very  expeditious  in  their  way  lo  war,  I  am  in  hopes  Major 
Ross  would  have  been  able  to  overtake  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hum- 
ble servant,  Fred'k.  Haldimand. 

Sis  Excellency y  Sir  Giuy  Carleton, 

Indorsed,  "General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  28th  July, 
1782.     No.  9."  ^ 

Gren,  Haldimand  to  Gov,  Chittenden.^ 
1782.         You  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  give  such  orders, 
Aug.  8.    as  will  eflFectually  prevent  hostilities  of  any  kind  being 
exercised  in  the  district  of  Vermont,  until  such  times  as  a  breach 

^Williams,  Vol.  u,  212.     Hist,  Coll,  Vol.  i,  466.    'Probably  No.  3. 
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on  your  part,  or  sorae  general  event,  may  make  the  contrary  my 
duty.  And  you  have  my  authority  to  promulgate,  in  such  manner 
as  you  shall  think  fit,  this  my  intention,  to  the  people  of  the  said 
district,  that  they  may,  without  any  apprehension,  continue  to  en- 
courage and  promote  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  that  new 
country,  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  themselves  and  their 
posterity.' 

H.  —  Gen,  Haldtmand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

Duplicate.  Quebec,  28  Aug.  1782. 

Sir :  —  The  return  of  my  messenger  on  the  l«Sth  instant,  with 
your  Excellency's  dispatches  of  the  22nd  of  July,  relieved  me 
from  much  anxiety,  having  concluded  from  his  long  absence  that 
he  had  fallen  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

My  letters  of  the  28th  ultimo  will  fully  communicate  to  your 
Excellency  ray  situation  with  the  people  of  Vermont,  and  the 
anxious  suspense  I  must  remain  in  until  I  can  obtain  instructions 
from  home  or  intelligence  from  you,  to  direct  my  conduct  with 
them.  I  sanguinely  expected  that  pleasure  by  the  last  messenger, 
and  am  concerned  to  find  that  nothing  of  moment  had  occurred 
before  his  departure,  and  to  perceive  by  your  Excellency's  letter 
and  the  messenger's  observations  in  his  way  through  that  country, 
that  the  enemy  seem  rather  disposed  to  continue  the  war  than  to 
listen  to  terms  of  accommodation.  He  says  that  since  Mr.  Wash- 
ington's late  tour,  the  friends  of  goverumeut,  from  Albany  to 
Fishkill,  have  been  forced  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
States,  or  to  abandon  their  settlements,  in  so  much  that  six  houses 
where  lie  formerly  was  received  were  vacated  or  shut  against  him  ; 
that  the  populace  seemed  moie  awed  than  ever  by  Washington, 
and  that  he  has  issued  a:i  o.der  to  put  all  persons  to  death  upon 
the  spot  who  refuse  taking  anus  instantly  when  called  upon.  This 
makes  the  communication  between  us  more  uncertain  and  difficult, 
and  has  induced  me  to  send  this  letter  by  His  Majesty's  Ship  Paii- 
dira  to  Spaiii.sh  River,  (where  she  goes  to  bring  up  some  coal 
:  hips  ;)  from  thence  the  messenger  will  proceed  to  Halifax,  and  so 
to  you. 

My  letter  of  the  29th  of  July,  a  triplicate  of  which  1  dispatched 
the  oOth,  would  communicate  to  your  Excellency  my  intention  of 


•To  those  who  were  not  then  apprized  of  the  policy  of  England,  such 
assurances  as  these  would  appear  to  be  very  gracious;  but  in  fact  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  had  instructions  to  address  America  in  the  same  terms, 
and  Haldimand  simply  conformed  to  that  policy  in  dealing  with  Ver- 
mont ;  and  moreover  it  Wius  a  part  of  his  own  policy  in  respect  to  Ver- 
mont. —Zi/e  and  Writings  of  Wa!*hin(jton^  vol.  viii,  297,  note. 
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going  to  England  this  Fall  or  next  Spring.  Having  since  more 
maturely  considered  Lord  Shelhurne's  letter,  and  one  to  which 
his  Lordship  refers  me,  that  1  received  at  Boston  in  177.')  from 
Lord  Dartmouth,  desiring  that  1  would  re[)air  to  England,  1  con- 
ceive it  a  duty  to  the  public  and  myself  not  to  defer  it  until  the 
Spring,  unless  some  unforeseen  event  should  make  it  necessary. 
I  have  written  to  Lord  Shelbilrne  upon  the  subject,  and  from  my 
desire  of  candour,  and  to  give  your  Excellency  every  information 
that  may  be  serviceable  to  you  respectiug  this  Province,  I  here 
enclose  a  copy  of  my  letter,  by  which  jou   will  at  once  see  the 

f  reparations  I  am  making  in  conseiiuence  of  my  dcterminatioji. 
therefore  hope,  and  must  request,  you  will  with  the  same  confi- 
dence, impart  to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  (and  by  duplicate,)  any 
public  matter  that  you  think  likely  to  militate  for  or  against  this 
resolution. 

In  consequence  of  instructions  from  the  Minister,  1  have  al- 
ready permitted  many  prisoners  to  return  to  the  neighboring  col- 
onies upon  parole,  and  am  collecting  the  remainder  in  order  to 
send  them  under  convoy  of  the  Pandora  to  New  York  as  soon  as 
she  returns  with  the  colliers,  as  l)j  that  means  it  will  be  in  your 
Excellency's  power  to  liberate  them,  or  not,  as  events  may  require. 

By  a  letter  from  Lord  Shell)urne,  I  understand  that  it  was  prob- 
able your  Excellency  will  call  Lieut.  Colonel  Carleton  to  you  as 
Quarter-Master-General,  in  coiise([ueiice  of  which,  thinking  it  will 
be  agreeable  both  to  your  Excellency  and  to  him,  I  offered  him 
permission  to  leave  this  army,  but  he  declined  it  until  he  could 
hear  from  you.  If  it  is  your  Excellency's  iutentiou,  1  could  wish 
it  were  done  soon  as  possiljle,  that  Lieutenaot-Colonel  Hope,  who 
will  succeed  him,  might  take  charge  of  that  Department  before 
my  departure.  The  Pandora  will  be  a  safe  and  convenient  of)- 
portunity,  and  your  Excellency's  wishes,  if  sent  oil"  upon  receipt 
of  this,  will  arrive  time  enough  for  that  occasion.  The  messen- 
ger prefers  returning  by  land,  which  will  proi)ably  be  the  shortest 
conveyance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 

Indorsed  : — ''  Duplicate,  (reneral  Haldimand  to  >Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton,  28th  August,  1782.     No.  18." 

H. —  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  (jrny  Carleton, 

1782.        [N^o.  5.]     Duplicate. 
^ept.  8.  Quebec,  September  8th,  1782. 

Sir : — Since  my  letter  of  the  28th  of  July  upon  the  affaii-s  of 
Vermont,  a  gentleman  of  influence  and  loyalty  has  arrived  from 
thence,  and  has  delivered  the  sentiments  of  the  most  respectable 
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men  and  major  part  of  the  people  in  the  following  sense,  that 
sensible  of  the  indulgence  1  had  shown  in  forbearing  to  ravage 
their  country,  they  sincerely  wish  a  continuance  of  clemency  ; 
that  they  will  readily  agree  to  any  measure  I  should  recommend 
of  the  re-union,  if  it  can  be  adopted  so  as  not  to  ex  pore  them  to 
the  i"age  of  the  colonies,  the  said  re-union  to  be  ratified  in  the 
most  solemn  but  secret  manner,  and  under  cloak  of  neutrality  or 
suspension  of  hostilities,  to  be  made  pui)lic  by  me.  This  they 
think  would  draw  thousands  of  their  country.  My  last  so  fully 
expressed  my  embarrassed  situation  with  this  people  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  add  anything  at  presecit  but  to  repeat  my  anxiety  to 
hear  from  your  Excellency,  that  I  may  regulate  my  conduct  with 
them  upon  the  [)rinci|)les  mentioned  in  my  last.  1  have  wrote  by 
this  messenger  to  the  governor  and  Allen,  assuring  them  of  pro- 
tection and  suj)port  from  the  king's  government  while  they  con- 
tinue in  their  present  sentiments,  and  that  every  act  of  hostility 
shall  be  cautiously  avoided  on  my  part  until  infringed  on  theirs, 
or  that  some  public  event  shall  make  the  contrary  my  duty,  and  I 
have  left  the  governor  to  promulgate  this  declaration  or  not,  as  he 
shall  judge  tit.'  F.  II. 

1  am  anxious  for  the  safety  of  my  messenger,  Davis. 

General  Hahl'nmind  to  Sir  Guy  Cnrleton, 
[No.  7.]  QuKBEC,  Sep.  8tli,  1782. 

Sir: — I  have  just  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  -^rd  of  August,  forwarded  by  19 —  8  48 — 22,  under 
cover  of  one  from  him,  communicating  information  and  pro|)osals 

he  had  made  to  New  York  through ,  a^d  transmitting  a  copy 

of  a  letter  from  that  gentlemen,  of  which  the  following  is  a  co|)y. 

'*  I  received  your  letter  of  the  2r)th  of  *hi\\\  It  was  very  sjitis- 
factory,  and  your  designs  are  approved  by  the  company,  as  you 
will  \ye  informed  by  .  .  .  who  l)oth  will  say  more  than  I  can 
write  liy  this  op|)ortunity.  Orders  now  go  for  the  su[)plies  you 
want,  and  when  you  forward  the  orders  write  fully  as  you  did  to 
me,  that  they  may  l)e  ade^piate  to  your  intentions,  for  they  can 
come  to  you  more  easily  and  certainty  from  that  quarter  than 
from  hence.'' 

Mr.  .  .  .  strongly  recouunends  providing  a  large  sum  of 
money,  and  opening  a  free   trade  from   this   Province   with  Ver- 

^  It  h;u<*  btMMi  sfon  that  tho  governor  jironiuljjatcd  only  ft  part  of  this 
letter,  to  wit,  that  there  should  be  no  hostility.  Gov.  Chittenden  wa.H 
not  prepared  to  anuoimee  the  ottered  proteetion  of  the  British  ;^overn- 
meiit  to  Vermont. 
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mont,  for  purposes  I  need  not  enter  upon  as  they  are  known  to 
your  Excellency.  The  impropriety  of  ray  complj^ng  with  either 
unauthorized,  will  appear  from  the  followinj^  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Lord  Sbelburne,  strengthened  by  your  Excellency's  informa- 
tion that  we  are  actually  in  treaty  at  Paris  : 

"  But  in  this  and  many  other  cases  your  own  prudence  will 
prove  a  better  instruction  than  any  I  could  give,  and  will  enable 
you  to  seize  advantages  which  may  offer  by  open  and  honorable 
dealings,  avoiding  the  least  appearance  of  insidiousness." 

Your  Excellency  never  having  once  touched  upon  the  subject 
of  Mr.  .  .  .  's  re(piisitions  in  a  letter  accompanying  them 
and  said  to  contain  orders  for  that  purpose,  (which  if  you  had  ap- 
proved you  surely  would  have  mentioned,  knowing  my  embarras- 
ment  and  regard  for  Vermont  affairs,)  makes  me  still  more  cau- 
tious, as  Mr says  a  gentlemen  will  shortly  come 

into  this  Province  with  fuller  information,  and  to  transact  busi- 
ness, (which  he  doubts  not  he  will  obtain  leave  to  do.)  It  is 
possible  he  may  be  the  bearer  of  the  order  mentioned,  but  as  ac- 
cident may  delay  his  arrival,  and  that  no  time  shall  be  lost  if  it  is 

your  ExcellcLcy's  wish  to  adopt  Mr 's  plan,  and 

that  I  may  execute  it  as  proposed  by  him,  1  send  off  this  messenger 
to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  signify  to  me  the  Commission- 
ers' authority'  for  so  doing,  and  to  what  extent  the  requisitions  are 
to  be  com[)lied  with. 

Respecting  the  free  trade  with  Vermont,  it  is  necessary  I  should 
remark  to  your  Excellency  that  at  the  very  time  Mr.  .  .  .  's 
proposals  were  made,  o — 19  57 — 1  strongly  expressed  their  disap- 
proI)ation  of  trade  being  opened,  from  a  just  apprehension  that  it 
would  at  once  discover  their  inclinations  to  a  re-union,  and  draw 
upon  them  the  resentment  of  Congress  l)efore  they  could  be  in  a 
situation  to  oppose  it.  He  nevertheless  approved  the  measure 
when  ripe  for  execution. 

I  shall  continue  to  supply  .  .  .  with  money  to  defray  the 
expense  of  procuring  and  forwarding  intelligence  to  New  York  and 
this  Province. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  regard,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Fred'k.  Haldimand. 

H'lH  ExceUcnci/,  Sir  Guy  Carle  ton. 

Indorsed:  — '' E.  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carletoa, 
September  8th,  1782.     No.  14." 

'  Meauiiig  the  authority  of  the  British  Commissioners  at  !N'ew  York. 
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Enforcement  of  the  Authority  of  Vermont  in  Windham  County. 

Aug.  14.  Gov.  Chittenden  sent  Ira  Allen  to  Guilford  and  Brattle- 
borough,  to  watch  the  motions  of  the  adherents  to  New  York,  with 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  when  it  would  be  necessary  to  use  the 
power  conferred  upon  the  governor  to  execute  the  act  against  con- 
spiracies. Hardly  had  Col.  Allen  returned,  when  the  occasion 
came. 

Aug.  22.  Jonathan  Hunt,  sheriff  of  Windham  county,  attempt- 
ed to  arrest  Timothy  Church  of  Brattleborough  on  an  execution, 
when  he  was  resisted  by  Church  and  his  friends.  Content  to 
abide  his  time,  Hunt  retired,  not  at  all  displeased  at  the  prospect.* 

Aug.  29.  Sheriff  Hunt  reported  to  gov.  Chittenden  that  his 
attempt  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  state  had  been  foiled,  and  he 
asked  a  military  force  to  assist  him ;  whereuj)on  a  special  session 
of  the  council  was  called.^ 

Meeting  of  the  Council  at  ilanchei^ter^  August  29fA,  1782.3 

OP  Vermont  I  ^^  Council,  Manchester,  Aug.  29th,  1782. 

"  AN    ACT    EMPOWRRING    THE    GOVERNOR    TO    RAISE    MEN    TO    ASSIST 

THE   SHERIFFS. 

"  Be  it  enacted  and  it  iff  hereby  enacted  by  the  representatives 
cf  the  freemen  of  the  state  of  Vermmil  in  general  assembly  met^ 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same  : 

"  That  his  Excellency  the  captain-general  of  this  state  be  and 
hereby  is  empowered  to  order  and  direct  any  officer  or  officers  in 
this  state  to  raise  any  number  of  men  in  the  same,  and  to  march 
them  to  any  part  thereof,  to  assist  the  sheriffs  in  their  respective 
counties  in  the  due  execution  of  their  office.  And  that  his  Excel- 
lency be  empow^ered  to  appoint  and  commission  any  person  or 
persons  with  full  power  for  all  the  intents  and  pur{)oses  aibre- 
said.  And  that  his  excellency  call  on  the  commissary-general  to 
furnish  the  men,  when  so  raised,  with  provisions  as  ueed  may 
require  ;  and  for  that  purpose,  that  he  grant  a  warrant  to  said 
commissary  to  levy  by  distress  and  take  provisions,  wherever  it 
may  be  found,  a  sufficiency  to  supply  said  troops  while  in  actual 
service  for  the  purposes  aforesaid." 

^Eastern  Vemioni^  438,  439. 

*  Eastern  Vermmit,  439.    =*  Council  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  10, 11. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


296  Tlie  Haldimand  Papers. 

''  The  preceding  is  a  true  copy  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  Vermont  passed  yesterday. 

''  Attest,  MiCAH  TowNSHEXD,  Secy." 

''  Windsor,  June  22,  1782." 

In  Council:  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Elias  (jilberts  in  Manchester, 
August  29th,  1TH2.  The  Council  having  met  at  this  place,  agree- 
able to  rcijuest  of  his  excellency  the  governor,  and  a  quorum 
being  present,  the  hoard  proceeded  to  business. 

The  present  situation  of  the  county  of  Windham  ])eing  taken 
under  the  due  consideration  of  the  board : 

Keaolved,  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  advised  to  raise 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  as  volunteers  within  col.  Ebenezer 
Wall)ridge's  regiment,  and  one  hundred  within  col.  Ira  Allen's 
regiment,  for  tlie  purpose  of  assisting  the  civil  authority  of  this 
state  in  carrying  into  execution  the  laws  tliereof  in  the  said  county 
of  Windham. 

Resolved,  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  also  advised  to 
api)oint  and  commissionate  B.  Genl.  Etuax  Allen  to  take  the 
command  of  the  said  volunteers. 

1782.      A   Commission  with  Instructions  to  Briijadier  General 
«^'Pt-2.  Ethan  Allen.' 

To  the  ILmL  Bnt/adier  General  Ethan  Allkn  : 

In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  state 
at  their  session  in  the  month  of  June  last,  entitled  '*  an  act 
empowering  the  governor  to  raise  men  to  assist  the  sheriffs/' 
by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  council  board  of  this  state,  met  at 
Manchester  on  the  29th  day  of  August  last,  which  is  as  follows, 
viz.  [here  the  last  resolution  above  is  inserted  :]  and  reposing 
espi^cial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  fidelity  and  good  conduct,  I 
do  by  these  presents,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
freemen  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  fully  authorize  and  empower 
you  the  said  Ethan  Allen  to  act  and  transact  the  following  mat- 
ters for  the  purpose  of  a^ssisting  the  civil  authority  in  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  this  state  for  the  suppression  of  the  late  and 
present  tumultuous  insurrections  in  the  county  of  Windham  : 

Firstly. — You  will  proceed  to  raise,  as  volunteers,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  (one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  in  Col.  Walbridge's 
and  one  hundred  in  Col.  Allen's  regiment  of  militia,)  and  see 
them  equipped,  with  horses,  arms,  and  accoutrements.  Provis- 
ions and  ammunition  will  be  furnished  by  the  Commissary-Gen- 
eral. 

^  Council  Journal,  13. 
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Secondly. — The  men,  when  raised  and  thus  equipped,  you  will 
march  into  the  county  of  Windham,  as  a  posBe  comitatus,  for  the 
assistance  of  the  civil  authority  in  said  county  of  Windham  as 
aforesaid,  in  pursuance  of  the  trust  reposed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Arlington  this  second  day  of  Septem- 
ber Annoque  Domini  1782. 

(Signed,)  Thomas  Chittenden,  Captain -General. 

By  his  excellency's  command. 

Thos.  Tolman,  D.  Sec'y. 
Attest,     Thomas  Tolman,  i>.  Seo'y. 

Ethan  Allen's  movements  with  the  posse  were  swift  and  eflfeo- 
tive.  His  men  were  gathered  on  the  8th  September  ;  on  the  9th 
the  whole  party,  mounted,  marched  into  Windtam  county  ;  on  the 
10th  the  principal  oflfeuders  were  seized  ;  and  by  the  19th,  these 
and  other  persons  seized  had  been  tried  by  the  Vermont  court, 
convicted,  and  sentenced  :  some  to  banishment  and  confiscatiom, 
and  others  to  fines  of  various  amounts.  Thus  the  authority  of 
Vermont  in  Windham  county  was  firmly  asserted.'  These  stir- 
ring days  were  rich  in  both  tragic  and  comic  scenes,  which  are 
well  sketched  by  B.  H.  Hall,  to  whose  work  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred.' 

Affidavits  of  Persons  seized  by  the  Posse.3 
Depotitian  \_Affidavit^  of  Joel  Bigaloiv, 
Duchess  County^  ss. — Joel  Bigalow  of  Guilford  in  the  County 
of  Cumberland  in  the  State  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poseth  that  on  Monday  last  a  number  ol  armed  men  under  the 
command  and  directions  of  Ethan  Allen  came  from  the  West  side 
of  the  Green  Mountains  into  several  Towns  on  the  East  side  of  the 
said  Mountains,  and  in  a  hostile  and  violent  manner,  and  fired  on 
and  took  and  carried  off  prisoners  a  number  of  persons  Inhabitants 
of  certain  towns  on  the  East  side  of  said  Mountains,  and  who  pro- 
fessed allegiance  and  subjection  to  this  State  of  New  York.  That 
the  said  Party,  so  commanded  by  the  said  Ethan  Allen,  consisted 
as  it  is  reported  and  as  the  deponent  believes,  of  between  two  hun- 
dred and  four  hundred  men,  and  took  and  carried  off  the  said 
Prisoners  in  order  that  the  said  Prisoners  might  be  proceeded 
against  and  punished  under  an  act  of  the  pretended  State  of  Ver- 


*  Early  History,  396,  397.    ^  Eastern  Vermont,  440-455. 
» Ethan  Allen  Papers,  379-388. 
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mont  passed  in  July  last  and  entitled  "  an  Act  for  the  punishment 
of  conspiracies  against  the  Peace,  Liberty,  and  Independence  of 
this  State."  That  the  said  Prisoners  to  the  number  of  about 
twenty,  as  the  Deponent  was  informed  and  believes,  were  conveyed 
to  and  confined  in  the  Gaol  at  Westminster  in  the  said  County  of 
Cumberland.  That  for  a  day  or  two  previous  to  the  said  Irrup- 
tion, the  Deponent  was  informed  and  believes.  Guards  were  placed 
on  the  several  roads  leading  from  the  West  to  the  East  side  of  the 
said  Mountains  who  stopped  and  detained  all  Persons  going  from 
the  West  to  the  East  side  of  the  said  Mountains  to  prevent  any 
intelligence  being  given  to  the  Inhabitants  on  the  east  side  of  the 
said  Mountains  of  the  said  Irruption.  That  the  Deponent, 
together  with  several  others  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of  Guil- 
ford to  number  of  about  forty-six,  assembled  and  determined  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  said  Party,  and  with  that  view  fired 
on  a  detachment,  being  on  horseback  ;  [it]  retired  some  distance 
and  dismounted  and  in  the  night  marched  to  attack  the  Deponent 
and  the  others  who  were  assembled  with  him,  and  as  the  Deponent 
has  been  informed  and  believes,  the  said  Ethan  Allen  ordered  the 
said  detachment  when  they  had  so  marched  that  they  should  give 
no  quarter  to  any  persons  who  should  oppose  them  ;  and  that  the 
said  Ethan  Allen,  as  the  Deponent  was  informed  by  credible  per- 
sons who  had  heard  the  said  Ethan  Allen,  declared  "  That  he 
would  give  no  quarter  to  Man,  Woman,  or  child  who  should  op- 
pose him,  and  that  he  would  lay  it  as  desolate  as  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah."  And  the  deponent  further  saith  that  as  far  as  he 
knows  and  believes,  the  Inhabitants  on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants 
who  profess  allegiance  to  this  State  of  New  York  have  not,  from 
principle  of  obedience  to  the  recommendations  of  Congress,  in 
any  instance  made  use  of  any  force  or  violence  to  compel  such 
of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  said  District  who  profess  allegiance  to 
the  said  pretended  State  of  Vermont  to  renounce  their  allegiance  or 
to  submit  to  the  Government  or  Authority  of  this  State  of  New 
York,  and  that  the  said  Inhabitants  who  so  profess  allegiance  to 
this  State  of  New  York  have  not  by  an  act  of  force  or  violence 
interrupted  or  prevented  the  exercise  of  any  authority  under  the 
said  pretended  State  of  Vermont  over  such  persons  as  profess  al- 
legiance to  the  said  pretended  State.  And  the  deponent  further 
saith  that  when  he  came  from  home  on  Wednesday  he  understood 
and  believes  that  there  were  still  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  moun- 
tains detachments  of  the  said  Party  and  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
more  prisoners  or  otherwise  disturbing  the  public  peace. 

Joel  Bigalow. 
Sworn  to  this  15th  day  of  September  1782  before  me, 

Melancton  Smffh,  Justice  of  Peace, 
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Thomas  Baker' %  and  David  LamVs  Affidavit. — No.  4.' 

Halifax,  Sept.  9th,  1782. 

We  was  taken  prisoners  here  and  carried  to  Guilford  under  a 
strong  guard  and  orders  was  given  to  march,  and  the  Yorkers 
fired  upon  a  party ;  and  there  was  a  request  made  to  Col.  Ethan 
Allen  that  if  any  of  his  men  were  fired  at  and  killed,  for  to  kill 
as  many  of  the  Prisoners.  What  answer  he  gave  we  can't  tell, 
but  he  gave  general  orders  that  if  any  party  discovered  themselves 
and  fired  upon  them,  to  give  no  quarters,  but  kill  them  if  they 
could.  These  were  the  orders  that  we  marched  under  up  to  West- 
minster Gaol,  and  there  [were]  confined  five  days  with  a  strong 
guard  round  the  Gaol.  Pour  of  the  prisoners  came  to  trial  [and] 
plead  not  guilty,  viz.  Timothy  Church  Col.,  William  Shattuck 
Pirst  Major,  Henry  Evine  [Evans]  Second  Major,  Timothy  Phelps 
high  sheriflF.  Their  sentence  was  to  be  in  prison  till  the  4th  of 
October  and  then  to  be  banished  out  of  the  State  and  their  Estates 
confiscated,  and  if  they  ever  return  back  to  sufier  Death.  And 
then  there  was  five  more  that  came  to  trial  which  had  large  fines ; 
and  then  we^was  taken  out  of  Gaol  and  marched  to  Marlborough 
for  our  trials  and  was  fined  ;  one  of  us  was  fined  7<£  15s  6,  and 
the  other  of  us  7<£,  which  we  had  to  give  our  obligations  for ;  and 
we  was  prisoners  11  days'  [in]  which  we  had  but  four  meals  of 
victuals  allowed  us  for  the  time.  And  further  Ethan  Allen  said 
that  he  could  go  to  Albany  and  be  head  monarch  if  he  had  but  or- 
ders in  three  weeks,  and  he  had  a  good  mind  to  do  it ;  and  further 
Allen  God  damned  Clinton  over  and  over  from  time  to  time.  The 
state's  attorney  further  saith  that  we  was  deceived  by  Congress, 
we  depended  upon  a  decisive  resolution  from  them,  because  that 
he  talked  with  three  of  the  members ;  they  told  him  it  was  not 
Vermont's  policy  to  come  into  union  with  the  thirteen  United 
States,  and  that  they  did  determine  not  to  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  Congress,  for  they  had  strength  enough  to  defend  their  State 
and  policy  enough  to  regulate  their  laws  of  the  State. 

Capt.  Thomas  Baker. 
Ensign  David  Lamb. 

The  evidence  appeared  before  me  and  swore  to  the  within  writ- 
ten facts.  Saml.  Bixby,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Halifax,  September  the  22d,  1782. 

Copy  of  Majors  Shattuck  and  Evans's  [Affidav{ts'\  Depositions. 
State  of  New  York,  ««.— William  Shattuck,  of  the  County  of 
Cumberland  in  the  State  of  New  York,  esquire,  being  duly  sworn 

'This  is  the  only  affidavit  numbered.  There  are  four  in  the  Allen  Pa- 
pers, which  are  here  given  in  chronological  order. 
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saith,  that  on  the  9th  day  of  September  last  he  was  taken  at  his 
own  house  in  Halifax  in  the  said  County  by  a  number  of  armed 
men  under  the  command  of  a  certain  Walbridge,  styling  himself  a 
Colonel  under  the  usurped  Government  of  Vermont,  and  carried 
to  Guilford  in  said  County,  where  he  was  delivered  up  to  Ethan 
Allen,  whom  it  appeared  had  the  Greneral  direction  of  the  Party  : 
from  whence  the  deponent,  with  several  other  persons  who  were 
also  taken  by  the  said  party,  were  sent  under  the  care  of  a  strong 
guard  to  the  common  Gaol  of  the  said  County  of  [Cumberland  at] 
Westminster;  that  the  deponent,  a  Timothy  Charles,  [Church,] 
Henry  Evans,  and  Timothy  Phelps,  esquires,  were  confined  in  the 
said  Goal  for  the  space  of  twenty-five  days,  to  wit  from  the  said 
9th  day  of  September  until  the  4th  day  of  October  following. 
During  his  confinement  a  court  was  convened  at  Westminster 
aforesaid  under  the  authority  of  the  said  usurped  government  of 
Vermont,  before  which  he  and  the  other  three  persons  above  men- 
tioned were  tried  and  convicted,  they  sentenced  to  be  l)anished  out 
of  the  said  pretended  State  and  their  Estates  to  be  seized  and  sold 
as  forfeited,  which  sentences  have  since  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion as  to  the  banishment  of  their  persons  and  the  seizure  and  sale 
of  their  personal  properties  respectively.  And  the  deponent  has 
heard  and  believed  that  his  lands  and  that  of  the  other  three  per- 
sons above  mentioned  are  now  advertised  and  are  to  be  sold  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  sentence  on  the  25th  day  of  this  present 
month.  That  besides  the  deponent  and  the  other  three  persons 
above  mentioned,  there  were  sixteen  other  persons  taken  and  im- 
prisoned by  the  said  party  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Ethan 
Allen,  who  were  also  tried  by  the  said  Court  and  sentenced  to 
fines  and  other  grievous  punishments.  The  Deponent  further 
saith  that  he  and  the  other  persons,  so  taken  as  aforesaid,  were 
subjects  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  owed  and  professed  alle- 
giance to  the  government  of  the  said  State.  That  according  to 
the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  they  had  not,  nor  had  either 
of  them,  from  principles  of  obedience  to  the  recommendations  of 
Congress,  made  use  of  any  force  or  violence  to  compel  such  of  the 
Inhabitants  on  the  District  called  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  who 
profess  allegiance  to  the  said  usuri)ed  government  to  renounce 
their  allegiance  thereto  or  to  submit  to  the  Government  or  author- 
ity of  the  said  State  of  New  York,  or  by  any  act  of  force  or  vio- 
lence interrupted  or  prevented  the  exercise  of  any  authority  under 
the  said  pretended  State  of  Vermont  over  such  persons  as  professed 
allegiance  thereto.  And  this  Deponent  farther  saith  that  the  only 
charges  exhibited  against  him  and  the  other  three  persons  abovo 
mentioned,  who  were  tried  by  the  said  Court  and  sentenced  to  be 
banished  as  aforesaid,  were  for  holding  Commissions  under  the 
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State  of  New  York  and  being  committee-men,  which  the  said 
Court  termed  conspiring  and  attempting  an  Insurrection,  Invas- 
ion and  Rebellion  against  the  said  pretended  State.  And  the  de- 
ponent also  farther  saith,  that  while  he  was  a  prisoner  as  aforesaid, 
Ethan  Allen,  in  conversation  with  this  Deponent,  advised  and  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  this  Deponent  to  renounce  his  allegiance 
to  the  State  of  New  York  and  join  Vermont,  and  among  other 
arguments  made  use  of  by  the  said  Allen  for  this  purpose,  he  told 
him  that  Congress  had  no  right  to  pass  any  resolutions  respecting 
Vermont  to  prohibit  them  from  exercising  authority  over  any  |>er- 
sons  within  the  District  they  claimed  jurisdiction  over  ;  that  they 
(Congress)  never  intended  to  enforce  their  resolutions  on  that 
subject ;  that  the  British  never  intended  to  wage  war  against  Ver- 
mont; [that  Vermont]  had  at  first  taken  up  arms  against  the 
British,  but  it  was  the  sin  of  their  Ignorance  and  that  would  be 
winked  at;  that  if  they  (meaning,  as  the  Deponent  understood, 
those  residing  on  the  New  Hampshire  Grants  who  profess  allegi- 
ance to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  those  who  are  subject  to  the 
said  usurped  Government  of  Vermont,)  would  be  united,  they 
might  make  independent  fortunes,  while  the  thirteen  united  States 
were  quarrelling  among  themse)ves  and  becoming  bankrupts ; 
that  Congress  would  be  glad  if  they  were  to  settle  a  neutrality 
with  the  enemy.  That  while  the  deponent  was  confined  in  Gaol 
as  aforesaid,  he  was  informed  and  believes  that  when  Allen  came 
out  with  the  party  who  captured  the  Deponent  and  the  other  per- 
sons above  mentioned,  overtures  were  made  by  the  Leaders  of  the 
usurped  Government  of  Vermont  to  the  British  in  Canada,  to  send 
parties  against  the  frontiers  of  New  York  to  call  off  the  attention 
of  the  State  from  giving  relief  to  the  deponent  and  the  other  sub- 
jects of  the  said  State  who  were  captured  by  Allen  in  Cumberland 
County  aforesaid.     And  further  this  Deponent  saith  not. 

William  Shattuck. 
Swoni  before  me  this  4th  Oct.  178:^. 

Melancton  Smith,  Jmtice  of  Peace. 

Henry  Evans,  Esqr.,  of  the  County  of  Cumberland,  being  sworn, 
deposeth  and  saith,  that  the  whole  of  the  foregoing  deposition  is 
the  truth  to  his  knowledge,  except  so  much  as  relates  to  the  con- 
versation the  aforesaid  Ethan  Allen  had  with  William  Shattuck, 
Esq.,  respecting  the  adherents  [to]  the  said  pretended  State  of 
Vermont  having  an  opportunity  of  making  Independent  fortunes 
while  the  United  States  were  quarrelling  and  become  bankrupts, 
which  he  did  not  hear.     And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

Henry  Evans. 

Sworn  before  me,  loth  October  1782. 

Melancton  Smith,  Justiee  of  Peace. 
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I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  true  copies  of  the  originals  filed  in 
Governor  Clinton's  office. 

RoBT.  Benson,  Secy, 

Sept.  16.  Armed  with  the  deposition  of  Bigelow,  gov.  Clinton 
wrote  to  both  the  president  of  Congress  and  the  New  York  dele- 
gation in  that  body,  making  the  most  of  the  point  against  Ver- 
mont, by  affirming  that  New  York  and  its  adherents  had  strictly 
adhered  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  to  abstain  from  exer- 
cising any  jurisdiction  or  authority  over  persons  acknowledging 
allegiance  to  Vermont ;  whereas  Vermont  had  rigorously  enforced 
its  jurisdiction  over  persons  professing  allegiance  to  New  York. 
In  his  private  letter  to  the  delegates,  gov.  Clinton  said  he  felt, 
hurt,  that  his  repeated  applications  to  congress  for  a  decision  of 
the  controversy  had  been  not  only  ineffectual  but  even  unnoticed. 

To  Mr.  Bigelow,  gov.  Clinton  gave  another  letter,  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  adherents  to  New  York  in  Vermont.  He  advis- 
ed them  to  abstain  from  force  except  in  self-defense,  adding: 

At  the  same  time,  should  the  government  of  the  pretended  state 
continue  to  hold  the  prisoners  in  confinement,  I  would  then  think 
it  justifiable  and  advisable  that  attempts  should  be  made  for  their 
release,  and  if  this  cannot  be  effected,  then  that  an  equal  number 
of  the  insurgents  should  be  taken  and  brought  to  this  [Poughkeep- 
sie]  or  any  other  place  ol  security  in  the  state,  where  they  can  be 
detained  as  hostages  for  the  security  and  indemnity  of  the  subjects 
of  this  state  whom  they  have  made  prisoners  of. 

Sept.  20.  The  New  York  delegates  in  congress  in  reply  to 
gov.  Clinton  wrote  : 

This  new  and  unex[)ected  violence  offered  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  recommendations  of  congress  to  those  peaceable  citizens 
who  have  always  strictly  adhered  to  the  same,  and  the  dangerous 
consequences  which  may  ensue  from  such  evil  examples,  will,  we 
trust,  induce  congress  immediately  to  interpose  and  exert  their 
authority  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  those  unhappy  people, 
our  fellow-citizens,  now  made  prisoners  by  a  lawless  power.  Your 
Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  we  shall  exert  ourselves  to  the 
utmost  for  their  relief,  and  that  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the 
further  protection  of  the  adherents  to  our  state  who  reside  in  that 
district  of  country. 

The  substance  of  this  letter  was  sent  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  adherents  to  New  York  in  Windham  county,  and  sheriff  Hunt 
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was  warned  of  "  the  dangerous  consequences  "  of  his  action.  Mr. 
Hunt  shortly  after  resigned,  and  Dr.  Elkanah  Day  was  appointed 
to  the  office.' 

1782.  The  supposed  advantage  gained  by  the  sharp  discipline 
October,  gf  Vermont,  was  now  to  be  pressed  vigorously  upon  New 
York  by  her  adherents  in  Vermont,  and  by  both  upon  congress. 
The  four  chief  offenders  against  Vermont,  under  sentence  of  ban- 
ishment, were  released  from  prison  on  the  4th,  taken  across  the 
line  into  New  Hampshire  by  deputy-sheriff  Samuel  Avery,  who 
warned  them  that  they  would  incur  the  penalty  of  death  if  they 
ever  returned  to  Vermont.  These  were  Timothy  Church,  William 
Shattuck,  Henry  Evans,  and  Timothy  Phelps,  whose  estates  had 
been  declared  confiscate  by  the  court.  The  committees  of  Brat- 
tleborough,  Guilford,  Halifax,  and  Marlborough  met  and  set  forth 
their  version  of  the  affair,  which  was  presented  by  Shattuck  and 
Evans  to  gov.  Clinton  on  the  14th,  and  immediately  sent  by  him 
to  the  New  York  delegates  in  congress,  in  the  belief  that  they 
could  not  fail  of  making  an  impression  not  unfavorable  to  New 
York.  In  the  meantime,  Charles  Phelps  had  escaped  the  poiise  and 
presented  the  grievances  of  his  party  to  a  committee  of  congress 
on  tlie  8th.  On  the  10th  he  presented  a  petition  to  congress,  ask- 
ing for  measures  to  secure  the  return  of  his  property.  On  the 
16th  the  committee  made  a  report,  stating  the  occurrences  in 
Cumberland  county.  The  report  was  accompanied  by  a  substi- 
tute, and  both  resulted  in  still  another  report  on  the  28d,  which 
recommended  to  the  people  of  the  Grants  to  abstain  from  all 
measures  tending  to  disturbance.  This  was  laid  aside  for  further 
consideration.  Shattuck  and  Evans  appeared  at  Philadelphia, 
and  on  the  28th  of  October  presented  a  petition,  rehearsing  the 
history  of  the  difficulties ;  averring  that  fifty  persons  having  fami- 
lies had  been  driven  from  their  homes  and  were  wandering  about 
in  the  utmost  distress,  but  who  nevertheless  refrained  from  retali- 
ation ;  and  asking  for  aid  and  the  restoration  of  their  property. 
Congress  gave  them  no  aid,  and  they,  with  Charles  Phelps,  were 
a  charge  upon  the  New  York  delegates.^* 


*  Eastern  Vermont,  457-160.     *  Same,  460-468. 
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The  most  significant  act  of  Congress  at  this  time,  which  bore 
upon  Vermont  severely  in  fact  though  not  nominally,  was  the  ac- 
ceptance, Oct.  29,  of  a  cession  of  western  territory  from  New 
York  to  the  United  States.  On  this  act,  Mr.  Madison  wrote  to 
Edmund  Pendleton,  Nov.  5,  1782  : 

Besides  the  eflfect  which  may  be  expected  from  the  coalition  [of 
sundry  States]  with  New  York,  on  territorial  questions  in  Con- 
gress, it  will,  I  surmise,  prove  very  unfriendly  to  the  pretensions 
of  Vermont.  Duane  [of  New  York,]  seems  not  unapprized  of  the 
advantage  which  New  York  has  gained,  and  is  already  taking 
measures  for  a  speedy  vote  on  that  question.  Upon  the  whole, 
New  York  has,  by  a  fortunate  coincidence  of  circumstances,  or 
by  skillful  management,  or  by  both,  succeeded  in  a  very  important 
object;  by  ceding  a  claim,  which  was  tenable  neither  by  force 
nor  ])y  right,  she  has  acquired  with  Congress  the  merit  of  liberal- 
ity, rendered  the  title  to  her  reservation  more  respectable,  and  at 
least  damped  the  ardor  with  which  Vermont  has  been  abetted.' 

H.  —  G-eneral  Haldimand  to  Sir  Ghuy  Oarleton, 
[No.  11.]  Quebec,  October  10th,  1782. 

Sir :  —  I  received  yesterday  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
25th  of  August,  with  a  duplicate  dated  the  3rd  of  the  same  month, 
and  a  copy  of  the  public  letter  written  by  your  Excellency  and 
Admiral  Digby  to  General  Washington  the  2d  of  August. 

I  am  concerned  to  learn  that  notwithstanding  the  overtures  for 
the  peace  made  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  expectation 
entertained  at  home  of  their  success,  so  little  disposition  has  been 
manifested  by  our  Colonies  in  your  quarter  for  that  desirable  end, 
which  from  accounts  1  daily  receive  is  but  too  much  the  case  upon 
the  frontiers  of  this  Province,  for  since  my  last  commuoicatiou  to 
your  Excellency  of  the  affairs  at  St.  Duskey  under  Captain  Cald- 
well of  the  Rangers,  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  again  at- 
tacking that  determined  band  of  adventurers  who  menace  the 
destruction  of  the  Indians  in  an  attempt  upon  Detroit,  and  who 
have  actually  established  and  are  strengthening  a  post  at  the  falls 
of  the  Ohio.  He  however  routed  them  completely,  and.  killed 
about  150,  amongst  whom  were  the  commandant  and  five  or  six 
field  oflScers.  The  same  letter  informs  that  another  party  was  on 
the  march  to  St.  Duskey,  and  Captain  Caldwell  was  hurrying  to 
meet  it.  The  enemy  likewise  very  jealous  of  Oswego,  and  by  a 
letter  which  I  yesterday  received  from  Major   Ross,  scouts  have 


*  Madison  Papers,  vol.  i,  470. 
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approached  so  near  the  fort  as  to  be  perceived  by  his  sentries. 
They  likewise  advance  upon  Lake  Champlain  to  the  waterside,  a 
temerity  unknown  until  our  scouting  parties  and  Indians  had  been 
withdrawn. 

I  am,  with  highest  regard  your  Excellency's  most  obt.  and  most 
hbl.  servt., 

Prbd'k.  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency y  Sir  Quy  Carleton, 

H.  —  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

[No.  12.]  Quebec,  10th  October,  1782.  ■ 

Sir :  —  In  a  former  letter  I  acquainted  yom*  Excellency  that  I 
had  ordered  the  prisoners  at  the  diflFerent  posts  in  this  province  to 
be  collected,  for  the  purpose  of  exchange,  in  consequence  of  in- 
structions from  home.  I  also  observed  to  you  that  I  had  hitherto 
rejected  all  overtures  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  (^except  with 
Vermont y)  upon  the  ground  your  Excellency  had  declined  them. 
I  embrace  this  favorable  opportunity  of  sending  all  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, fifty-four  in  number,  to  New  York,  and  leave  it  to  your 
Excellency  to  dispose  of  them  as  you  may  see  fit.  The  commissa- 
ry of  prisoners  has  transmitted  a  return  and  particulars  of  them  to 
Mr.  Loring.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  another  party  by  the  last 
division  of  transports,  or  perhaps  by  wuy  of  Lake  Champlain.  I 
hope  this  exchange  will  furnish  an  opportunity  to  recover  an  equal 
number  of  the  Brunswick  troops  of  convention.  I  am  with  the 
highest  regard,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant,  Frederick  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency y  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

H.  —  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

[No.  15.]  Quebec,  October  21st,  1782. 

Sir: — Two  days  ago  I  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember and  duplicate  of  the  6th  in  cypher. 

Your  Excellency  not  having  mentioned  the  name  of  the  person 
who  claims  two  hundred  guineas  for  forwarding  dispatches,  &c., 
and  no  good  claim  having  been  made  here,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know 
who  he  is  or  whether  the  services  he  mentions  have  been  performed 
or  not.  Except  when  I  can  find  a  person  to  go  through  from  this 
place  to  New  York,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  determine  the  ex- 
pense of  dispatches  to  pass  through  so  ^ many  hands.  From  St. 
Johns  they  are  forwarded  to  friends  upon  the  frontiers,  thence  to 
Albany  or  Connecticut,  and  so  on  until  they  reach  New  York. 
There  is  but  the  channel  19-3  48-22  that  is  at  all  regular.  He 
has  received  from  me  X208  to  defray  contingent  expenses.  Small 
89 
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sums  have  been  sent  from  time  to  time  to  Albany  and  the  frontiers 
as  gratuities  to  those  whom  he  actually  employed  with  promises 
of  future  rewards  in  proportion  to  that  service. 

When  a  messenger  comes  or  goes  through  between  New  York 
and  this  place,  I  should  think  it  inconvenient  to  carry,  and  in  the 
characters  they  are  obliged  to  assume,  in  case  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  unsafe  to  have  upon  them  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  expense  going  and  returning,  in  which  cases  should 
your  Excellency  think  fit,  I  would  propose  advancing  the  money 
for  the  journey  where  the  messenger  is  sent  frem  and  the  same  for 
his  return,  when  dispatched  with  an  answer,  leaving  the  gratuities 
to  be  paid  by  the  employer,  and  always  expressing  on  the  dispatch 
the  sum  advanced  upon  account. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  regard.  Sir,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Fred.  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency^  Sir  Ghay  Carleton. 

Indorsed :  "No.  15,  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 
Received  25th  November,  1782,  by  the  Astrea,  No.  27." 

General  Assembly  —  October  Session,  1782. 

In  Joint  Assembly:  Oct.  17.     Upon  motion  of  genl.  Enos, 

Resolved,  that  it  is  expfedient  to  choose  persons  to  attend  con- 
gress to  transact  the  business  of  this  state,  if  necessary.  Where- 
upon made  choice  of  Moses  Robinson,  Paul  Spooner,  Ira  Allen, 
Jonas  Fay,  esquires. 

A  committee  on  the  18th  reported  the  following  instructions  to 
the  agents  to  congress : 

The  said  agents  or  any  two  of  them  with  powers  as  plenipoten- 
tiaries to  negotiate  the  admission  of  the  state  into  the  federal  un- 
ion of  the  United  States,  and  to  agree  upon  and  ratify  terms  of 
confederation  and  perpetual  union  with  them  in  behalf  of  this  state 
whenever  opportunity  shall  present  therefor ;  and  that  his  excel- 
lency the  governor  be  requested  to  commissionate  them  accord- 
ingly. 

The  aforesaid  committee  likewise  brought  in  the  following  pri- 
vate instructions  to  the  Honl.  Moses  Robinson,  Paul  Spooner,  Ira 
Allen,  and  Jonas  Fay,  esqrs.,  agents  elected  to  negotiate  the  ad- 
mission of  the  state  of  Vermont  into  the  confederation  of  the 
United  States  : 

Gentlemen  :  You  will,  any  two  of  you,  when  you  shall  be  di- 
rected by  the  governor  and  council,  repair  to  the  American  con- 
gress ;  and  are  to  consider  yourselves  as  plenipotentiaries  invested 
with  full  powers  to  agree  on  terms  upon  which  this  state  shall  come 
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into  union  with  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  in  case 
of  such  agreement  in  behalf  of  this  state,  to  sign  and  ratify  articles 
of  federal  union  with  the  United  States :  but  you  will  make  it  a 
condition  not  on  any  account  to  be  dispensed  with,  that  this  state 
be  admitted  free  from  arrears  of  the  continental  debt  already  ac- 
crued, this  state  discharging  its  (fWn  debts.  And  if  this  should  be 
rejected  by  those  with  whom  you  are  to  treat,  you  tvill  endea'9br  to 
obtain  the  conditions  on  which  this  state  may  be  admitted,  and  lay 
the  same  as  soon  as  may  be  before  your  constituents, 

Timothy  Brownson,  chairman. 

The  aforesaid  instructions  were  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee [of  the  whole]  and  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  house. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  Tichenor,  Resolved,  that  col.  Allen, 
Mr.  Tichenor,  Mr.  Chipman,  and  judge  Robinson  be  a  committee 
to  draw  a  letter  to  his  excellency  the  president  of  congress,  ac- 
quainting him  with  the  measures  taken  by  this  state  respecting  the 
late  disturbances  in  Windham  county. 

The  committee  [of  the  whole]  then  dissolved. 

Attest,  MiOAH  TowNSHEND,  Clerk, 

In  Assembly,  [House  of  Representatives,]  Oct.  21 :  that  part 
-of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  giving  instructions  to 
the  agents  to  congress  was  read  twice  and  approved  of  by  the 
house.  And  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  A.  Curtiss 
on  that  part  of  the  report  investing  them  with  plenipotentiary  pow- 
ers, they  stand  as  follows,  [names  omitted :]  yeas  37,  nays  15  ; 
so  it  was  carried  in  the  afiBrmative.' 

The  inferences  from  this  record  are,  that  on  the  IStlrboth  coun- 
cil and  house  adopted  the  entire  report  in  joint  assembly,  as  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole ;  and  that  on  the  21st  the  house  agreed  to  the 
private  instructions  [in  Italic  above]  without  a  division,  and  the 
rema\pder  on  a  yea  end  nay  vote.  The  fact  must  be  considered, 
however,  that  the  journal  of  the  council  does  not  contain  the  pri- 
vate instructions.  Whether  the  council  non-concurred  in  them,  or 
suflFered  them  to  stand,  as  advisory  only,  on  the  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole^  or  concurred  in  them  without  a  public  record, 
is  doubtful.  The  old  journals  of  both  houses  are  by  no  means  so 
full  and  clear  as  those  of  modern  times,  and  the  fact  of  omissions 
is  sometimes  noticed  in  them. 

Oct.  22 :  Resolved,  that  the  pay-master  of  this  state's  troops 
be  dismissed  from  his  said  oflSce  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  compkt- 


» Assembly  J<yumal,  1778-1784,  437^39. 
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ed  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  oflScers  and  soldiers  in  service  the 
last  eampaign. 

Resolved^  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to  dis- 
charge all  the  troops  in  the  service  of  this  state  except  one  ser- 
geant, one  corporal,  and  eleven  privates,  to  be  taken  out  of  those 
who^are  enlisted  and  paid  until  tlie  15th  of  December  next. 

Oct.  24 :  Resolved^  that  the  present  sheriflf  of  the  county  of 
Windham  be  and  is  hereby  directed  to  make  sales  of  the  estates 
in  said  county  lately  confiscated  to  the  use  of  this  state,  agreeable 
to  an  execution  from  the  honl.  superior  court  directed  to  the  late 
sheriff.  That  he  accept  for  pay,  due-bills,  pay-table  orders,  or 
hard  money.  That  the  said  sherifi'  be  and  is  hereby  further  di- 
rected to  proceed  as  soon  as  may  be  to  the  sale  of  so  much  of  the 
estates  of  those  persons  that  were  indicted  by  the  grand  jurors  of 
said  county  [as  is  necessary]  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  po8%e  com- 
itatus.  That  the  sherifi*  take  the  advice  of  the  principal  men  of  the 
county  and  endeavor  to  levy  such  expense  in  proportion  to  the 
crimes  and  abilities  of  such  delinquents,  and  that  he  receive  and 
pay  out  due-bills,  pay-table  orders,  or  hard  money. 

Resolved^  that  the  commissary-general  of  this  state  be  dismissed 
from  his  office  as  such,  after  having  completed  a  settlement  of  his 
accounts.' 

James  Madison  to  Edmund  Pendleton.^ —  [Extract.] 

Oct.  29.^  Some  intelligence  has  been  received  [at  Philadel- 
phia] from  the  frontiers  of  New  York  which  revives  the  apprehen- 
sions of  further  inroads  from  Canada,  and  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  the  Vermonters.  The  tenor  of  [Sir  Guy]  Carleton's  letter  to 
gen.  Washington  on  this  subject,  and  other  circumstances,  render 
this  article  [of  intelligence]  extremely  doubtful.^ 


» Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  441,  444,  451. 

*  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  184. 

*The  absurdity  of  this  mischievous  rumor  appears  from  the  feet  that 
Vermont  liad  disbanded  its  militia.  Carleton  was  about  to  evacuate 
southern  and  take  his  Indians  from  western  New  York,  of  which  Wash- 
ington and  Clinton  hoth  had  notice.  Washington  in  consequence  was 
withdrawing  the  continental  troops  from  the  north  ;  and  even  gov.  Clin- 
ton, Oct.  20,  wrote  to  Washington,  candidly  confessing  that  "nothing  ex- 
traordinary is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  late  accounts  we  have  had  of 
the  collection  of  the  enemy's  forces  at  Isle-aux-Noix  and  Oswego."  This 
story,  of  Vermont's  co-operation,  was  doubtless  designed  to  prejudice 
congress  against  her. 
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1782.         The  committee  of  Congress  made  their  report  on  the 
Nov.  14.    difiSculties  in  Windham  county  : 

That  the  measures  complained  of  were  probably  occasioned  by 
the  state  of  New  York  having  lately  issued  commissions,  both 
civil  and  military,  to  persons  resident  in  the  district  called  Ver- 
mont. 

Resolved^  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  New  York  to 
revoke  all  commissions,  either  civil  or  military,  which  have  been 
issued  by  the  said  state  since  the  mouth  of  May  last,  to  persons 
residing  in  the  district  called  Vermont,  as  described  in  the  re- 
solves of  the  7th  and  20th  of  August,  1781. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  persons  exercising  the  powers 
of  government  within  the  said  district,  to  make  full  and  ample 
satisfaction  to  Charles  Phelps,  William  Shattuck,  and  Henry  Ev- 
ans, and  to  all  others  in  a  similar  predicament,  for  the' damages 
which  they  have  sustained  in  person  and  property,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  measures  taken  against  them  in  the  said  district,  and 
to  suffer  them  to  return  to  their  habitations,  and  to  remain  unmo- 
lested in  the  district  aforesaid. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  state  of  New  York,  and  to  the 
persons  exercising  the  powers  of  government  within  the  district 
aforesaid,  to  adhere  to  the  recommendations  of  congress  contained 
in  their  resolve  of  September  24,  1779,*  until  a  decision  shall  be 
had  by  congress  on  the  subject  referred  to  them  by  the  said  state 
of  New  York  and  the  said  district  of  Vermont. 

Several  votes  were  taken,  indicating  the  dissatisfaction  of  a  ma- 
jority of  congress  with  this  report,  and  the  question  was  not  dis- 
posed of.^ 

Mr.  Madison  thus  noted  the  day's  debate  : 

The  report,  which  ascribed  the  evils  prevalent  in  that  district 
to  a  late  act  of  New  York  which  violated  the  recommendation  of 
congress  of  1779,  was  generally  admitted  to  be  unjust  and  unfair, 
as  Vermont  had  uniformly  disregarded  the  recommendation.  Mr. 
Howell  [of  Rhode  Island]  was  the  only  member  who  openly  sup- 
ported it.  The  New  York  delegates  denied  there  had  been  any 
violation  on  their  part.  The  temper  of  congress  on  this  occasion, 
as  the  yeas  and  nays  show,  was  less  favorable  to  Vermoi^t  than 
on  any  preceding  one — the  effect  prohably  of  the  territorial  cession 
of  New  York  to  the  United  States.^ 


» Ante,  29.     Slate  Papers,  110. 

•  Williams,  Vol.  ii,  246.     Eastern  Vermont,  467, 468.     Early  Hist,  412. 

•  MacUson  Papers,  Vol.  i,  198. 
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Nov.  25.  A  letter  was  read  from  the  lieutenant-governor  of 
Rhode  Island,  containing  evidence  that  some  of  the  leaders  in  Ver- 
mont, and  particularly  Luke  Nolton  [Knowlton,]  who  had  been 
deputed  in  1780  to  congress  as  an  agent  for  that  party  opposed  to 
its  independence,  but  who  had  since  changed  sides,  had  been  in- 
triguing with  the  enemy  in  New  York.  The  letter  was  commit- 
ted.' 

Debate,  Nov.  27,  on  report  of  committee  on  Knowlton's  case. 
The  question  of  sending  a  military  foree  to  Vermont  attended  to, 
and  a  counter  proposition  was  to  notify  the  authorities  of  Ver- 
mont, &c.  In  the  course  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Clark  informed  con- 
gress that  the  delegates  of  New  Jersey  could  not  vote  for  any  act 
which  might  oppose  force  to  the  authority  of  Vermont,  the  legis- 
lature of  that  state  having  so  construed  the  resolutions  of  7th  and 
20th  of  August  as  to  be  incompatible  therewith,  and  accordingly 
instructed  their  delegates.' 

Report  mentioned  November  14,  in  regard  to  Ver- 
Dec.  3.  mont,  called  up  by  Mr.  McKean  [of  Delaware]  and  post- 
poned on  his  motion,  to  make  way  for  a  set  of  resolutions 
declaring  that,  as  Vermont  in  contempt  of  the  authority  of  con- 
gress and  their  recommendations  of  1779,  exercised  jurisdiction 
over  sundry  persons  professing  allegiance  to  the  state  of  New  York, 
banishing  them  and  stripping  them  of  their  possessions,  the  former 
be  required  to  make  restitution,  <fec. ;  and  that,  in  case  of  refusal 
or  neglect,  congress  will  enforce  the  same.  This  proceeding  seems 
to  have  been  on  the  application  of  Phelps  and  others,  exiles  from 
Vermont.  Mr.  Clark  of  New  Jersey  and  Mr.  Howell  of  Rhode 
Island  were  opposed  to  force.  Mr.  Carroll  [Daniel  Carroll  of 
Maryland,]  on  this  occasion  informed  congress  he  had  changed 
his  opinion  in  regard  to  Vermont,  under  the  belief  that  "  the  gov- 
ening  party  in  Vermont  were  perfidiously  devoted  to  British  in- 
terests"—  referred  to  gen.  Whipple  of  N.  H.  as  confirming  that 
view.  The  proceedings  on  this  subject  evinced  still  more  the  con- 
ciliatory efiect  of  the  territorial  cession  of  New  York  on  several 
states,  and  the  efiect  of  the  scheme  of  an  ultra-montane  state  within 
Pennsylvania,  on  that  state.  The  only  states  in  congress  which 
stood  by  Vermont,  were  Rhode  Island,  which  is  supposed  to  be  in- 
terested in  lands  in  Vermont,  and  New  Jersey,  whose  delegates 
were  under  instructions.^ 


*  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  206. 

*  Same,  209-212.    For  instructions  of  New  Jersey  in  full,  adopted  Nov. 
1, 1782,  see  Early  History,  504. 

'  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  214,  216. 
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Dec.  5.  Resolutions  moved  by  Mr.  McKean  on  the  27th  of 
Nov.  [3d  of  Dec]  taken  up,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  [of 
New  York.]  The  resolutions  were  objected  to  chiefly  by  the 
Rhode  Island  delegates,  who  urged  that  Vermont  had  complied 
with  the  resolutions  of  Aug.  7  and  20,  1781,  and  therefore  [was] 
entitled  by  the  assent  of  Congress  to  independence.  Seven  states 
voted  for  the  resolutions,  Rhode  Island  and  New  Jersey  in  the 
negative.' 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  Dee.  5,  1782  : 

Whereas,  it  appears  to  Congress,  by  authentic  documents, 
that  the  people  inhabiting  the  district  of  country  on  the  west  side 
of  Connecticut  river,  commonly  called  the  New-Hampshire  Grants, 
and  claiming  to  be  an  independent  state,  in  contempt  of  the  au- 
thority of  Congress,  and  in  direct  violation  of  their  resolutions  of 
the  24th  of  September,  1779,  and  of  the  2d  of  June,  1780,^  did,  in 
the  month  of  September  last,  prpceed  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over 
the  persons  and  properties  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  said  dis- 
trict, professing  themselves  to  be  subjects  of,  and  to  owe  allegiance 
to  the  state  of  New- York,  by  means  whereof  divers  of  them  have 
been  condemned  to  banishment,  not  to  return  on  pain  of  death, 
and  confiscation  of  estate,  and  others  have  been  fined  in  large 
sums  and  otherwise  deprived  of  property :  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  the  said  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  said  people, 
being  highly  derogatory  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and 
dangerous  to  the  confederacy,  require  the  immediate  and  decided 
interposition  of  Congress,  for  the  protection  and  relief  of  such  as 
have  suffered  by  them,  and  for  preserving  peace  in  the  said  dis- 
trict, until  a  decision  shall  be  had  of  the  controversy,  relative  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  : 

That  the  people  inhabiting  the  said  district,  claiming  to  be  in- 
dependent, be,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  without  delay,  to 
make  full  and  ample  restitution  to  Timothy  Church,  Timothy 
Phelps,  Henry  Evans,  William  Shattuck,  and  such  others  as  have 
been  condemned  to' banishment  and  confiscation  of  estate,  or  have 
otherwise  been  deprived  of  property  since  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber last,  for  the  damages  they  have  sustained  by  the  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings aforesaid ;  and  that  they  be  not  molested  in  their  persons 
or  properties,  on  their  return  to  their  habitations  in  the  said 
district : 

That  the  United  States  will  take  effectual  measures  to  enforce 
a  compliance  with  the  aforesaid  resolutions,  in  case  the  same  shall 
be  disobeyed  by  the  people  of  the  said  district  : 

That  no  persons  holding  commissions  under  the  state  of  New- 

» Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  220.    '  StaU  Papers,  110, 117. 
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York,  or  under  the  people  of  the  said  district  claiming  to  be  inde- 
pendent, exercise  any  authority  over  the  persons  and  properties 
of  any  inhabitants  of  said  district,  contrary  to  the  forementioned 
resolutions  of  the  24th  of  September,  1779,  and  the  2d  of  June, 
1780. 

That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted  to 
Thomas  Chittenden,  Esq.,  of  Bennington,  in  the  district  aforesaid, 
to  be  communicated  to  the  people  thereof. 

These  resolutioas  were  adopted  by  the  votes  of  New  York  and 
New  Hampshire,  in  violation  of  the  very  resolutions  of  Sept.  24, 
1779,  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  enforce  upon  Vermont  by 
military  power.  The  third  of  the  resolutions  here  referred  to  pro- 
vided that,  on  the  question  of  Vermont's  jurisdiction,. '"neither  of 
the  said  states  [claiming  adverse  to  Vermont]  shall  vote  on  any 
question  relative  to  the  decision  thereof."' 

.  Dec.  10.  Mr.  Ramsay  [of  South  Carolina]  moved  that  the 
secretary  of  war,  who  was  about  to  visit  his  family  in  Massachu- 
setts, should  take  Vermont  in  his  way  and  deliver  the  resolutions 
of  the  5th  to  Mr.  Chittenden — rejected.  Mr.  Oilman  [John 
Taylor  Oilman  of  New  Hampshire]  moved  that  a  day  be  assigned 
for  determining  finally  the  aflfair  of  Vermont.  The  opposition 
made  to  the  motion  by  Rhode  Island,  and  the  disagreement  as  to 
the  day  among  the  friends  of  the  motion,  prevented  a  decision, 
and  it  was  suffered  to  lie  over.^* 

Dec.  11.  Mr.  Wilson  [of  Pennsylvania]  made  a  motion,  refer- 
ring the  transmission  of  the  resolutions  concerning  Vermont,  to 
the  secretary  of  war  in  such  words  as  left  him  an  option  of 
being  the  bearer  without  the  avowed  sanction  of  congress.  The 
votes  of  Virginia  and  New  York  negatived  it.  The  president 
[Elias  Boudinot  of  New  Jersey]  informed  congress  that  he  should 
send  the  resolutions  to  the  commander-in-chief  to  be  forwarded.^ 

Dec.  17,  Vermont  was  again  on  the  tapis  in  congress.  Its  only 
advocates  were  Rhode  Island  and  New  Jersey  —  the  first  interest- 
ed, said  Mr.  Madison,  and  the  last  bound  by  instructions.  Mr. 
Tichenor  had  arrived,  probably  on  account  of  the  turn  in  con- 
gress unfavorable  to  Vermont.-* 

A  letter  was  received,  Jan.  15,  1783,  from  general  Washing- 
ton, enclosing  a  certificate  from  Mr.  Chittenden  of  Vermont,  ack- 

^  Vt.  State  Papers,  112.     Early  History,  414-417. 

*  Madisan  Papers,  Vol .  i,  228.     *  Same,  229.     ♦  Same,  489. 
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nowledging  the  receipt  of  the  communication  which  general 
Washington  had  sent  him,  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  of  the 
5th  December.' 

Insurrection  in  Windham  County. 

The  resolutions  of  congress  of  the  5th  December  were  commu- 
nicated, bj  a  letter  of  gov.  Clinton  dated  the  23d,  to  the  commit- 
tees of  the  four  towns  in  Windham  county  most  opposed  to  Ver- 
mont. He  advised  his  civil  and  military  oflBcers  in  Vermont  to 
restrict  themselves  in  the  exercise  of  their  official  authority  to 
persons  owning  allegiance  to  New  York ;  and  also  that  Church, 
Phelps,  Evans,  and  Shattuck  should  make  up  accounts  of  their 
losses  and  present  them  to  gov.  Chittenden.  Trusting  that  the 
mass  of  the  people  of  the  county  would  return  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  New  York,  he  assured  protection  to  their  property  under  the 
acts  of  April  1781,  or  new  acts  if  necessary,  and  exhorted  them 
to  be  watchful  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  are  disaffected  to  the 
liberties  of  America.* 

Evans,  Church,  and  Shattuck  had  returned,  the  latter  reaching 
home  on  the  15th  of  December,  to  find  Vermont  proceeding  against 
a  neighbor,  Daniel  Shepardson.  Shattuck  and  friends  agreed  on 
the  17th  to  protect  Shepardson,  but  on  the  18th  learned  that  Ver- 
mont had  re-arrested  col.  Church,  who  was  then  subject  to  the 
death  penalty  of  the  conspiracy  act.  Shattuck  then  changed  his 
plan,  raised  two  companies,  and  attempted  to  arrest  and  hold  col. 
Benjamin  Carpenter,  former  lieutenant-governor  of  Vermont,  as  a 
hostage  for  Church.  Failing  in  that,  he  did  seize,  on  the  20thy 
John  Bridgman,  one  of  the  Vermont  judges  of  the  county  court. 
On  the  21st,  Bridgman  was  released  on  parole,  to  visit  gov.  Chit- 
tenden and  endeavor  to  procure  the  release  of  col.  Church.  These 
movements  stirred  up  col.  John  Sergeant  of  the  Vermont  militia 
to  bring  out  a  force  to  suppress  the  new  insurrection,  but  nothing 
came  of  it  but  a  truce,  until  Feb.  1,  1783,  on  condition  either  that 
Bridgman  should  report  himself  as  prisoner  to  the  New  York 
force,  or  col.  Church  be  relealfeed,  by  the  2d  of  January.     Gov. 


» Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  263. 
*  Eastern  Vennont,  472-474. 
40 
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Chittenden  would  not  release  Church,  and  Bridgman  returned, 
when  his  parole  was  extended  during  the  pleasure  of  gov.  Clin- 
ton. 

On  being  informed  by  Stephen  R.  Bradley  of  the  arrest  of  col. 
Church,  gov.  Chittenden  indicated  his  firm  purpose  to  maintain 
tlie  authority  of  Vermont  against  all  opposition,  by  the  following 
reply : 

Dec.  24.  I  received  your  letter  with  the  prisoner,  and  approve 
of  your  conduct.  Have  sent  to  Col.  Robinson  to  call  the  supeiior 
court  immediately  for  his  trial,  and  I  hope  and  trust  justice  will 
be  done  him.  I  have  sent  twelve  pounds  powder  agreeable  to 
your  request.  As  to  sending  or  ordering  a  standing  force  to  Guil- 
ford, I  had  rather  hang  them  [the  Yorkers]  one  by  one,  until 
they  are  all  extirpated  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  However,  I 
wait  for  the  return  of  the  officers  that  commanded  the  posse  (which 
will  soon  be)  to  send  orders  to  the  sherifi*  to  collect  the  fines  and 
cost,  when,  if  they  continue  obstinate,  a  force  must  accompany  the 
sheriff"  sufficient  to  silence  them.  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  the 
consequences  of  Church's  trial  will  have  some  good  effect  on  his 
connections. 

Dec.  28.  Col.  Church  addressed  a  petition  to  the  people  of 
Vermont,  pleading  that  his  affection  for  his  family,  and  not  con- 
tempt for  the  authority  of  the  state,  had  induced  him  to  return  to 
Vermont ;  confessing  that  he  had  once  taken  the  freeman's  oath 
prescribed  by  Vermont,  and  had  subsequently  opposed  the  gov- 
ernment ;  and,  though  studiously  refraining  from  any  acknowledg- 
ment of  wrong-doing,  he  prayed  for  pardon  and  forgiveness  and 
re-admittance  to  freedom  and  privileges.  Such  a  petition  hardly 
commended  him  to  favor.  Jan.  17th,  the  Guilford  committee 
wrote  that  Church  would  be  hanged  ;  and  Feb.  6,  gov.  Clinton 
himself  informed  a  New  York  delegate  in  congress,  that  Vermont 
had  not  and  would  not  comply  with  the  late  resolutions  of  that 
body ;  and  that  they  [the  Vermonters]  asserted  that,  notwith- 
standing the  threat  of  congress,  no  coercive  measures  would  be 
pursued  against  them.  Still  he  had  assurances  from  the  Guilford 
committee  that  the  majority  of  the  people  on  the  east  side  of  the 
mountain  would  renounce  Vermont  if  congress  would  protect 
them.  On  the  19th  of  January  major  Evans  [then  at  home  unmo- 
lested] wrote  :  "  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the  Vermont  author- 
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ity  over  the  mountain  holds  congress  and  all  their  resolves  in 
scorn  and  contempt.  The  Vermonters  on  this  [east]  side  the 
mountain  say  they  will  adhere  to  congress,  though  they  should 
renounce  Vermont." '  Thus  far  gov.  Chittenden  was  as  firm 
against  congress  as  he  had  been  against  the  adherents  to  J»Iew  York 
in  Windham  county  ;  so  far  Evans  was  right. 

1783.         In  Council  :   Ordered,  that  Col.  Ira  Allen  and  Thom- 
Jan.  10.    as  Tolman,   esqr.,   prepare  and  complete  the  draught 
of  a  remonstrance  or  letter  to  the  President  of  the  honl.  Con- 
gress, and  lay  the  same  before  his  excellency  the  Governor  for 
his  approbation  and  signature.' 

This  remonstrance,  thus  ordered  on  the  10th,  probably  had 
been  previously  prepared,  as  it  was  dated  as  of  the  9th  January. 
It  was  as  follows : 

Gov,  Chittenden  to  the  President  of  Congress.^ 

Bennington,  January  9, 1783. 
To  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress  : 

Sir: — Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  11th  ult.  inclosing  an  act 
of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  December  last,  I  have  duly  received,  and 
have  this  day  laid  the  same  before  the  Council  of  this  State,  who 
agree  in  the  opinion,  that  the  interference  of  Congress  to  controul 
the  internal  police  and  government  of  this  State,  is  a  matter  too  se- 
rious and  extensive  in  its  nature,  to  be  determined  without  con- 
sulting the  Legislative  Authority  of  the  State,  whose  adjourned 
session  is  to  be  attended  on  tac  second  Thursday  of  February 
next ;  at  which  time,  I  sliall  lay  the  same  before  them,  and,  as 
soon  as  may  be,  communicate  to  your  Excellency  their  determina- 
tions on  the  premises.  And,  in  the  mean  time,  beg  leave  to  lay 
before  Congress  the  following  remonstrance  against  their  said  Act, 
which  is  founded  partly  on  a  mutual  agreemeut  between  Congress 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  State  of  Vermont  on  the  other,  that  the 
latter  should  have  been  taken  into  the  foederal  union  of  the  United 
States,  previous  to  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  said  Act ;  and 
partly  on  the  impropriety  of  the  claim  of  Congress  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  government  of  this  State.     And, 

1st.  Congress  is  reminded  of  their  solemn  engagements  to  this 
State,  in  their  public  acts  of  the  7th  and  21st  of  August,  1781, 


» Eastern  Vermont^  477-481. 

*  Council  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  31. 
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which  were  officially  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
and  are  in  the  words  following : 

[Here  follow  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  August  7th  and 
20th,  1781,  anU  157, 167.]. 

Confiding  in  the  faith  and  honor  of  Congress  in  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  and,  in  consequence  of  advice  received  in  a  letter 
from  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  dated  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1782,  which  was  publicly  read  and  on  which  great  confidence 
was  placed,  in  which  he  says,  "  It  is  not  my  business,  neither  do  I 
think  it  necessary,  now  to  discuss  the  origin  of  the  right  of  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  to  that  tract  of  country,  formerly  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  and  now  known  by 
that  of  Vermont.  I  will  take  it  for  granted,  that  their  right  was 
good,  because  Congress,  by  their  resolveof  the  7th  of  August  im- 
plies it,  and  by  that  »>f  the  2  Ist  are  willing  fully  to  confirm  it,  pro- 
vided the  new  State  is  confined  to  certain  described  bounds.  It 
appears,  therefore,  to  me,  that  the  dispute  of  boundary  is  the  only 
one  that  exists,  and  that,  that  being  removed,  all  further  difficul- 
ties would  be  removed  also,  and  the  matter  terminated  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  all  parties."  His  Excellency  the  Greneral  further 
observes :  '^  You  have  nothing  to  do,  but  withdraw  your  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  confines  of  your  old  limits,  and  obtain  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  independence  and  sovereignty,  under  the  resolve  of  the 
21st  of  August,  for  so  much  territory  as  does  not  interfere  with  the 
ancient  established  bounds  of  New- York,  New-Hampshire,  and 
Massachusetts.  I  persuade  myself,  you  will  see  and  acquiesce  in 
the  reason,  the  justice,  and,  indeed,  necessity  of  such  a  decision." 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  were  induced  to  comply  with  the 
indispensable  preliminary  required  of  them,  in  the  last  recited 
act  of  Congress,  as  appears  by  the  following,  which  is  an  extract 
of  their  proceedings. 

[His  Excellency  here  recites  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  Vermont,  on  the  28d  of  February,  1782,  by  which  the  eastern 
and  western  unions  were  dissolved,  and  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, thereon,  of  the  17th  of  April  following:  ante  245,  248,  259. J 

By  the  last  mentioned  motions,  and  the  manner  in  which  Con- 
gress left  the  matter,  the  Agents  and  Delegates,  in  behalf  of  this 
State,  officially  delivered  to  his  Excellency,  then  President  of 
Congress,  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

[For  this  letter,  see  ante  261.] 

In  consequence  of  this  procrastination  of  Congress,  the  Agents 
of  Vermont  returned,  and  reported  the  aforesaid  proceedings  to 
the  Legislature  of  this  State.  And  in  October  last,  the  said  Leg- 
islature again  appointed  Agents,  with  full  powers  and  instructions, 
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for  the  purpose  of  meeting  Congress  upon  terms  and  articles  of  an 
admission  of  this  State  into  the  foederal  union,  not  conceiving 
that  Congress  would  have  departed  from  their  agreement  before 
recited ;  but  supposing  their  hitherto  declining  to  execute  it 
might  have  been  owing  to  a  stretch  of  policy  incomprehensible  to 
this  government. 

This  being  the  confident  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
State  towards  Congress,  and  a  recognition  of  their  independence 
and  sovereignty,  and  admission  into  the  foederal  union,  being  thus 
secured  by  the  promise  and  engagement  of  the  United  States,  they 
could  not,  in  this  situation,  be  otherwise  than  alarmed,  on  receiv- 
ing an  act  of  Congress  in  the  following  words  : 

[For  this  act  of  Congress,  see  ante  311.] 

From  the  before  recited  resolutions  of  Congress,  the  journals  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and  the  after  transactions  between 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  and  the  Agents  or  Del- 
egates from  this  State,  the  following  inferences  are  deduced,  to 
wit:  the  last  mentioned  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, 1782,  are  altogether  predicated  on  other  resolutions  of 
theirs,  of  the  24th  of  September,  1779,  and  2d  of  June,  1780,' 
which  prescribed  to  this  State,  in  part,  a  desisting  from  the  exer- 
cise of  civil  government ;  in  which  intermediate  space  of  time, 
between  the  passing  of  the  said  resolutions  of  the  24th  of  Scptem- 
ember,  1779,  and  2d  of  June,  1780,  and  those  of  the  5th  of  De- 
cember, 1782,  a  confederation  or  foederal  Union  between  the 
United  States,  represented  in  Congress,  and  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  had  been  mutually  agreed  upon  between  them  ;  which 
agreement  absolutely  nullified  the  force  and  validity  of  those  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  September,  1779,  and  2d  of 
June,  1780,  on  the  supposition  that  they  were  originally  binding 
on  this  government  (which  is  by  no  Vneans  admitted.)  And  inas- 
much as  the  said  last  resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  5th  day  of 
December,  1782,  are  essentially  founded  on  those  antecedent  res- 
olutions of  theirs,  of  1779,  and  1780,  which  were  disannulled  by 
the  same  authority  that  resolved  them,  in  consequence  of  a  subse- 
quent mutual  agreement  of  a  foederal  union  between  the  United 
States  and  this  State,  as  aforesaid,  and  necessarily  invalidates  the 
last  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  December,  1782 ;  for 
they  cannot  be  of  any  more  validity  than  those  other  resolutions  of 
1779,  and  1780,  on  which  they  were  predicated ;  for,  the  before 
recited  preliminary  agreement,  proposed  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
of  a  foederal  union  of  the  United  States  with  this,  and  in  the 
fullest  and  most  explicit  manner,  acceded  to,  on  the  part  of  this 
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State,  is  something  or  nothing.  If  it  amounts  to  anything,  it  su- 
percedes and  invalidates  all  antecedent  and  subsequent  resolutions 
of  Congress,  respecting  this  State,  and  renders  them  nugatory, 
and  is  still  binding  on  the  part  of  Congress  ;  but  if  such  solemn 
agreements  are  nothing,  all  faith,  trust,  or  confidence  in  the  trans- 
actions of  public  bodies,  is  at  an  end.  So  certain  as  the  plighted 
faith  of  Congress,  in  their  said  stipulated  agreement  with  this 
State,  was  originally  binding  on  them,  the  obligation  still  remains 
the  same,  which,  of  necessary  consequence,  invalidates  all  other 
resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  this  State,  until  it  is  ratified 
by  an  admittance  of  this  state  into  the  confederation  of  the 
United  States,  on  their  part. 

I  have  argued  thus  far  on  Congress'  own  principles ;  and 
proceed,  next,  to  the  second  part  of  the  argument,  predicated 
on  the  impropriety  of  the  pretentions  of  Congress  to  controul 
the  internal  police  of  this  State.  Congress  will  not  (it  is  pre- 
sumed) pretend  to  unlimited  power,  or  to  any  other  than  what 
has  been  delegated  to  them  from  the  United  States  ;  nor  will 
they  pretend  that  their  articles  of  confederation  will  warrant 
them  in  interfering  with,  or  controuling,  the  internal  police  of 
the  United  States;  whence,  then,  did  they  obtain  a  rightful 
prerogative  over  the  internal  police  of  this  State,  from  which 
they  have  never  received  any  delegated  power?  This  State, 
(on .  revolution  principles,)  has  as  good  a  right  to  independence 
as  Congress,  and  has  an  equal  right,  (or  rather  no  right,)  to 
pass  resolutions  prescribing  measures  to  Congress,  as  Congress 
has  to  prescribe  to  this  State,  to  receive  their  banished,  and  make 
restitution  to  them  and  other  criminals,  of  the  property,  which,  by 
legal  process,  has  been  taken  from  them,  for  their  enormities 
heretofore  committed  against  the  laws  and  authority  of  this  State. 

Formerly  it  has  been  argued  by  Congress,  and  that  justly,  "  that 
if  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  tax  the  "  (then)  "'  American  Colo- 
nists, as  they  pleased,  without  representation,  the  Colonists  could 
not  call  any  part  of  their  cash  their  own,  since  it  might  be  taxed 
from  them  without  their  consent."  The  same  argument  will  ap- 
ply against  the  right  of  Congress,  to  controul  the  civil  authority 
of  this  State;  for,  if  they  may,  in  one  instance,  do  it,  they  may  in 
another,  and  so  on,  till  they  suppress  the  whole.  But  should 
they  endeavor  to  frustrate  the  independence  of  this  State,  which 
has  as  good  a  right  to  it  as  themselves,  it  would  be  a  manifest  de- 
parture from  their  original  design  of  liberty.  Congress  opposed 
the  arbitrary,  assumed  prerogative  of  the  British  government,  to 
make  laws  to  bind  the  (then)  colonists,  or  to  controul  their  inter- 
nal police,  and  have  brought  about  a  revolution,  in  which  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State  have  signalized  themselves. 
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How  inconsistent,  then,  is  it  in  Congress,  to  assume  the  same 
arbitrary  stretch  of  prerogative  over  Vermont,  for  which  they 
waged  war  against  Great  Britain  ?  Is  the  liberty  and  natural 
rights  of  mankind  a  mere  bubble,  and  the  sport  of  state  politicians  ? 
What  avails  it  to  America  to  establish  one  arbitrary  power  on  the 
ruins  of  another  ?  Congress  set  up  as  patriots  for  liberty  ;  they 
did  well — but  pray  extend  the  liberty,  for  which  they  are  contend- 
ing, to  others.  The  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  Vermont  have 
lived  in  a  state  of  independence  from  their  first  settlement,  to  this 
day.  Their  first  mode  of  government  and  management  of  their 
internal  police,  was  very  similar  to  that  of  the  United  States,  in 
their  first  separation  from  the  British  government.  They  were 
governed  by  Committees  of  Safety,  and  Conventions ;  which  last 
was  their  highest  judicature  for  the  security  of  their  just  rights 
against  the  oppressions  of  the  (then)  province  of  New- York,  (the 
principal  officers  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  being  then  judges 
in  the  said  territory,)  and  which,  on  th^  15th  day  of  January, 
1777,  declared  themselves  to  be  a  free  and  independent  State,  and 
have,  from  their  first  settlement  of  the  country,  maintained  their 
independence,  and  protected  their  lives  and  properties,  against  all 
invaders,  and  date  their  freedom  from  the  royal  adjudication  of 
the  boundary  line  between  New- York  and  New-Hampshire,  the 
20th  July,  1764,  and  are  now  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  their  in- 
dependence, and  cannot  submit  to  be  resolved  out  of  it,  by  the  un- 
due influence,  which  the  State  of  New- York  (their  old  adversary) 
has  in  Congress.  This  is  too  much, — heaven  forbid  it!  The  feel- 
ings of  the  citizens  of  Vermont,  over  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
preside,  (I  am  persuaded)  will  never  give  in  to  it ; — they  are  free, 
and  in  possession  of  it,  and  will  remain  independent  of  New- York, 
notwithstanding  their  artifice  or  power.  This  State  have  no  con- 
troversy with  the  United  States,  complexly  considered,  and  is,  at 
all  times,  ready  and  able  to  vindicate  their  just  rights  and  liber- 
ties, against  any  usurpations  of  the  State  of  New- York. 

To  return  to  the  transactions  of  Congress,  particularly  their  re- 
solves of  the  5th  of  December,  1782.  ''  Resolved,  That  the  said 
acts  and  proceedings  of  the  said  people," — (tvhich  loas  that  of 
their  courts  of  justice  punishing  delinquents^  in  due  form  of  law,) 
"  being  highly  derogatory  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
and  dangerous  to  the  confederacy,  require  the  immediate  and  de- 
cided interposition  of  Congress,  for  the  protection  and  relief  of 
such  as  have  suffered  by  them,  and  for  preserving  peace  in  the 
said  district,  until  a  decision  shall  be  had  of  the  controversy,  rel- 
ative to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same."  That  the  exercise  of  civil 
law  in  this  State  is  derogatory  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
considered  as  such,  or  that  it  should  be  thought  dangerous  to  the 
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confederacy,  is  paradoxical ;  or  that  the  interposition  of  Congress 
in  this  matter  would  be  a  means  of  restoring  peace  in  this  State, 
is  equally  so.  Law,  peace,  and  order  were  established  in  this  dis- 
trict, previous  to  the  late  resolves  of  Congress  ;  what  discord  they 
may  occasion,  time  must  determine.  It  is  a  general  opinion  that 
a  ratification  of  the  said  stipulated  agreement  would  have  had  a 
more  salutary  tendency  to  peace,  than  the  late  resolutions.  And 
as  to  the  decision  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory  of  this  State, 
Congress,  in  their  resolutions  of  the  7th  and  21st  of  August,  1781, 
did  determine  the  limits;,  which  they  would  guarantee  to  the  states 
of  New-Hampshire  and  New- York,  by  virtue  of  the  articles  of  con- 
federation of  the  United  States :  which  is  as  follows : — "  By  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  August  21,  1781 :  It  being 
the  fixed  purpose  of  Congress  to  adhere  to  the  guarantee  of 
the  States  of  New  Hampshire  and  New- York,  contained  in  their 
resolutions  of  the  7th  instant,"  to  wit,  that  >'  they  will  consider  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  New-Hampshire  and  New- York,  respec- 
tively, without  the  limits  of  Vermont  aforesaid,  as  coming  within 
the  mutual  guarantee  of  territory  contained  in  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, and  that  the  United  States  will,  accordingly,  guar- 
antee such  lands,  and  the  jurisdiction  over  the  same,  against  any 
claims  or  encroachments  from  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont  afore- 
said." 

Thus  far  the  resolutions  of  the  7th  of  August,  referred  to  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  21st :  the  latter  of  which  proceeds  to  point  out 
the  particular  boundaries  of  the  guarantee  to  the  States  afoi*esaid, 
to  wit :  To  the  State  of  New-Hampshire  all  the  lands  "  on  the 
east  side  of  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river ;"  and  to  the  State 
of  New-York  all  the  lands  ''  on  the  west  side  of  a  line  beginning 
at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  thence  by  a 
lino,  twenty  miles  east  of  Hudson's  river,  so  far  as  said  river  runs 
northerly  in  its  general  course,  thence  by  the  west  bounds  of  the 
townships  granted  by  the  late  government  of  New-Hampshire,  to 
the  river  running  from  South  Bay  to  Lake  Champlain,  thence 
along  the  said  river  to  Lake  Champlain,  thence  along  the  waters 
of  Lake  Champlain  to  latitude  45  north,  excepting  a  neck  of  land 
between  Missiseo  Bay  and  the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain."  That 
Congress  has  explicitly  pointed  out,  and  determined  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  gifttrantee  of  the  lands  and  jurisdiction  of  the  States  of 
New-Hampshire  and  New- York,  as  far  as  their  respective  claims 
interfere  with  this  State,  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  Legislature  of  this  State,  as  may  be  seen  from  their  journals 
viz :  ''  Resolved,  That  in  the  sense  of  this  Committee,  Coigress, 
by  their  resolutions  of  August  last,  in  guaranteeing  to  the  States 
of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  respectively,  all  the  territory 
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without  certaiu  limits  therein  expressed,  have  eveutualiy  deter- 
mined the  boundaries  of  this  State/' 

To  this  limitation  of  Vermont,  its  Legislature  concurred,  as  the 
before  quoted  journals  may  evince.  The  boundaries  of  the  States 
of  New- York  and  New  Hampshire,  as  far  as  they  interfere  with  the 
State  of  Vermont,  having  been  already  thus  adjudicated  by  Con- 
gress, what  propriety  is  there,  then,  in  the  resolutions  of  the  oth 
of  December,  1782,  in  which  they  break  over  their  own  adjudi- 
cated bounds  of  August,  1781,  —  requiring  this  State  ''  without  de- 
lay to  make  full  and  ample  restitution  to  Timothy  Church,  Timo- 
thy Phelps,  Henry  Evans,  William  Shattuck,  and  such  others  as 
have  been  condemned  to  banishment  and  confiscation  of  estate,  or 
have,  otherwise,  been  deprived  of  property,  since  the  first  day  of 
September  last,  and  that  they  be  not  molested  in  their  persons  or 
properties,  on  their  return  to  their  habitations  in  the  said  district/' 
Congi'ess  has  been  so  mutable  in  their  resolutions  respecting  Ver- 
mont, that  it  is  impossible  to  know  on  what  ground  to  find  them, 
or  what  they  design  next.  At  one  time,*  they  gimrantee  to  the 
States  of  New-York  and  New-Hampshire  their  lands  and  jurisdic- 
tion, to  certain  described  limits,  leaving  a  place  for  the  existence 
of  this  State.  And  the  next  that  this  government  hears  from  them, 
they  are  within  those  limits,  controuling  the  internal  government 
of  this  State.  Again,  they  prescribe  preliminaries  of  confedera- 
tion, and  when  complied  with,  on  the  part  of  this  State,  they  un- 
reasonably procrastinate  the  ratification  thereof.  ^'  That  the 
United  States  will  take  efl*ectual  measures  to  enforce  a  compliance 
with  the  aforesaid  resolution,  in  case  the  same  shall  be  disobeyed 
by  the  people  of  the  said  district."  In  this  case,  it  is  probable 
that  this  State  would  appeal  to  the  justice  of  his  Excellency, 
General  Washington,  and,  inasmuch  as  his  Excellency,  the  Gener- 
al, and  most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  contiguous  States,  are  in 
favor  of  the  independence  of  this  State,  as  limited  by  Congress, 
as  aforesaid,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  them,  whether  it  is  not  more 
prudent  to  refer  the  settlement  of  this  dispute  to  the  States  of 
New- York  and  Vermont,  t'lan  to  embroil  the  confederacy  of  tho 
United  States  therewith. 

Although  this  state  is  not  amenable  to  the  tribunal  of  Congress 
for  the  management  of  their  internal  police,  I,  nevertheless,  will 
give  them  a  brief  narrative  of  facts,  relative  to  those  delinquents, 
in  whose  behalf  Congress,  in  their  resolutions  of  December  last, 
have  interposed.  At  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
State,  in  February,  1781,  they  made  a  general  act  of  amnesty,  in 
favor  of  such  persons,  within  this  State,  who  had  previously  made 
opposition  to  its  authority ;  upon  which  they  unanimously  submit- 
ted to  this  government,  and  all  opposition  to  it  ceased,  for  more 
41 


Digitized  by 


Google 


322  The  Haldimand  Papers. 

than  one  year,  when,  the  Legislature  having  ordered  a  certain 
quota  of  men,  to  be  raised  in  the  several  towns  throughout  this 
State,  for  the  defense  of  its  frontiers,  evil  minded  persons  in  the 
town  and  vicinage  of  Guilford,  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  county 
of  Windham,  opposed  the  raising  and  paying  of  them,  and  Gover- 
nor Clinton  of  the  State  of  New- York,  by  letters  to  them  and  oth- 
erwise, interfered  in  their  behalf,  which  caused  a  second  insurrec- 
tion in  this  State ;  and  though  every  prudent  and  lenient  measure 
was  taken  by  government,  to  reclaim  the  oflFenders,  they  proved 
ineflfectual.  In  the  mean  time,  Governor  Clinton  gave  commis- 
sions, civil  and  military,  to  sundry  of  those  disaffected  persons,  and 
they  had  the  effrontery  to  attempt  to  exercise  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  New- York,  over  the  citizens  of  this  State ;  when  a  military 
force  was,  by  the  direction  of  this  government,  sent  to  assist  the 
sheriff  of  Windham  county,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  this 
State  ;  and  the  procedure  of  the  court,  relative  to  the  five  crim- 
inals, who  were  banished,  and  to  sundry  others,  who  were  amerced 
ia  pecuniary  fines,  was  in  due  form  of  law.  The  notorious  Sam- 
uel Ely,  who  was  ring-leader  of  the  late  seditions  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  a  fugitive  from  justice,  was  one  of  the  banished. 
He  had  left  that  State,  and  was  beginning  insurrections  in  this  ; 
when  he  was  detected,  and  carefully  delivered  to  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Hampshire,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  who  as  I 
have  been  since  informed,  has  secured  him  in  gaol  at  Boston,  to  the 
great  satisfaction  and  peace  of  that  State.  This  same  Samuel 
Ely,  Timothy  Church,  and  William  Shattuck,  who  were  three  of 
the  banished,  had  previously  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this 
State,  and  so  had  a  greater  part  of  those  who  were  fined ;  and 
every  of  the  towns,  in  which  they  resided,  had,  for  several  sessions 
of  Assembly,  previous  to  their  insurrection,  been  represented  in 
the  Legislature  of  this  State.  So  that,  admitting  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  of  the  24th  of  September,  1779,  and  2d  of  June,  1780, 
to  be  binding  on  the  States  of  New- York  and  Vermont,  which 
prescribed  to  them  to  exercise  their  respective  jurisdictions  over 
such  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  controverted  territory,  who  should, 
profess  to  owe  allegiance  to  one  or  both  of  them,  and  not  to  inte- 
fere  with  each  other's  jurisdiction ;  and  as  every  of  those  inhabit- 
ants, previous  to  the  late  insurrection,  had  conformed  to  the 
government  of  this  State,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  New- York 
became  extinct :  and  Congress  having,  in  their  said  resolves,  given 
their  premised  right  of  jurisdiction  to  the  States  of  New- York  and 
Vermont ;  and  that  of  New- York  having  ended  as  aforesaid,  the 
whole  right  of  jurisdiction  reverted  to  the  State  of  Vermont,  so 
that  Congress,  by  their  said  resolutions  of  1779,  and  1780,  fairly 
put  the  aforesaid  banished  persons  and  others,  under  the  jurisdic- 
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tion  of  this  State,  aad  are  foreclosed  from  interfering  with  the 
jnrisdiction  of  the  same ;  and,  consequently,  could  have  no  juris- 
diction of  those  matters,  which,  in  their  resolutions  of  the  5th  of 
December,  1782,  thej  object  to  the  civil  authority  of  this  State, 
and  in  which  they  so  spiritedly  interpose  their  prerogative, — for 
that  the  said  delinquents  were,  every  of  them,  in  just  construction 
of  law  or  reason,  subjects  of  this  State ;  and,  therefore,  agreeable 
to  the  express  tenor  of  those  resolutions  of  Congress  of  1779,  and 
1780,  could  not  be  amenable  to  any  other  laws  or  regulations, 
but  those  of  the  State  of  Vermont. 

But,  admitting  that  Congress  has  a  judicial  authority  to  controul 
the  internal  police  of  this  State,  it  has  an  incontestable  right  to  be 
heard  in  its  defense,  as  a  party,  (in  law,)  and  should,  on  this  the- 
sis, have  been  cited  by  Congress  to  a  hearing  at  their  tribunal, 
previous  to  their  having  passed  their  resolutions  of  the  5th  of  De- 
cember last,  that  this  State  might  have  the  privilege  of  vindicating 

their  cause.     But  that  Congress,  at  the  special  instance  of 

,   (a  notorious  cheat  and  nuisance  to  mankind,  as  far  as  his 

acquaintance  and  dealings  have  been  extended,)  should  come  to  a 
decision  of  so  important  a  matter,  ex  parte,  is  illegal,  and  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nature  and  nations. 

Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  conclude  this  remonstrance,  by  earnestly  so- 
liciting a  foederal  union  with  the  United  States,  agreeable  to  the 
before  recited  preliminary  agreement,  which  the  committee  of 
Congress  have  reported  has  '*  become  absolute  and  necessary  on 
their  part,  to  be  performed,"  and  from  which  this  State  will  not 
recede.  I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  Ex- 
cellency's obedient  and  humble  servant,    Thomas  Chittenden. 

In  Congress:  Jan.  27.  A  letter  was  received  from  general 
Washington,  transmitting  thj  report  of  the  officer  [Israel  Smith] 
sent  to  Vermont  to  arrest  Luke  Kuowlton  and  Samuel  Wells,  for 
intriguing  with  the  enemy.  Their  escape  was  charged  to  infor- 
mation given  by  Jonathan  Arnold,  a  delegate  in  congress  from 
Rhode  Island  and  a  friend  to  Vermont.  Mr.  Arnold  was  present, 
and  said  he  had  never  had  any  correspondence  with  either  Knowl- 
ton  or  Wells.  Mr.  Madison  recorded  that  it  was  generally  con- 
sidered that  he  had,  at  least  at  second  hand,  conveyed  the  intelli- 
gence to  Vermont.' 

*  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  282.  Mr.  Arnold  did  write  to  gov.  Chitten- 
den on  the  25th  and  26th  December  1782,  but  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed 
that  these  letters  conveyed  any  information  as  to  the  proposed  arrests. 
Both  were  laid  before  the  general  assembly,  Feb.  13, 1788,  in  connection 
with  information  as  to  the  action  of  congress  on  the  Vermont  question. 
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Reception  of  Vermont'' h    Remonatranee  in    Co  nf/ re  tut. 

1783.  An  indecent  and  tart  remonstrance  was  received  from 
Feb.  4.  Vermont  against  the  interposition  of  cou«>ress  in  favor 
of  the  |)ersons  who  had  been  banished,  and  whose  effects  had  been 
confiscated.  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hamilton  [of  New  York] 
seconded  by  Mr.  Dyer  [of  Connecticut,]  to  commit  it.  Mr.  VVol- 
cott  [of  Connecticut,]  who  had  always  patronized  the  case  of  Ver- 
mont, wished  to  know  the  views  of  a  commitment.  Mr.  Ilamilton 
said  his  view  was,  to  fulfil  the  resolutions  of  Conf/ress,  trhirh  hound 
them  to  enforce  the  measure.  Mr.  Dyer  said  his  was,  that  so  dis- 
honorable a  menace  fas  that  of  congress  to  Vermont]  might  be  as 
quickly  an  possible  renounced.  He  said  Gen.  Washington  was  in 
favor  of  Vermont,  that  the  principal  people  of  New  England  were 
all  sup[)orters  of  them,  and  that  Congress  ought  to  rectify  tlie  er- 
ror into  which  they  had  been  led,  witliout  longer  exi)Osing  them- 
selves to  reproach  on  this  subject.  It  was  committed  without  dis- 
sent.' 

Gen,   Washin(ft4tn  to  the  President  of  0>n(/ress.^ 

Newbuugh,  Feb.  7,  178:]. 

Sir:  Within  these  few  days  I  have  seen  printed  copies  of  *' A 
Remonstrance  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Vermont  against  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  oth  of  December  last,"  addressed  to 
your  excellency,  in  which  are  several  quotations  from  a  letter  of 
mine.  Duty  as  well  as  inclination  prompts  me  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress the  whole  of  that  letter,  and  the  one  to  which  it  was  an  an- 
swer. If  it  should  be  necessary,  a  committee  of  Congress,  with 
whom  1  was  in  conference  on  these  matters  in  the  course  of  last 
winter,  can  give  such  further  information  on  this  subject  as  I  doubt 
not  will  be  satisfactory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency's 
most  obcd't  serv't,  Geo.  Washington. 

His  Excellency,,  the  Preside7it  of  Conyress, 

[Enclosures  —  Letter  of  Chittenden  to  Washington,  Nov.  14, 
1781 :  and  of  Washington  to  Chittenden,  Jan.  1,  1782.] 

Gen.  Wai<hinyton  to  Joseph  Jones  in  Congress.^ 

Newburgh,  11  February,  1783. 
Dear  *SVr ;  —  1  am  about  to  write  you  a  letter  on  a  subject  equally 
important  and  delicate,  which  may  be  extensive  in  its  consequen- 

'  Madison  Papers,  Vol.  i,  819. 

*  Washington's  Letters^  State  Department. 

'Life  and  Writings,  Vol..  vni,  382. 
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ces  and  serious  in  its  nature.  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  reci- 
tal of  what  I  believe  to  he  facts,  and  leave  it  with  you  to  make 
deductions. 

The  printed  remonstrance  of  Mr.  Chittenden  and  his  council, 
addres.-ed  to  the  President  of  Congress  and  founded  upon  the  re- 
solves of  the  5th  of  December  last,  contains  a  favorable  recital  in 
their  own  behalf,  of  what  I  suppose  to  be  facts  ;  but,  if  my  memo- 
ry serves  me,  it  is  an  uncandid  performance,  inasmuch  as  it  keeps 
out  of  view  an  important  transaction  of  theirs,  which  was  conse- 
quent on  those  resolves.'  Be  this  as  it  may,  matters  seem  to  be 
a[>proaching  too  fast  to  a  disagreeable  issue,  for  the  quiet  of  my 
mind.  The  resolves  on  one  hand,  and  the  remonstrance  on  the 
other,  unless  it  should  be  annulled  by  the  legislature  at  their  next 
meeting,  which  I  do  not  expect,  seem  to  leave  little  room  for  an 
amicable  decision. 

Affairs  being  thus  situated,  permit  me  to  ask  how  far,  and  by 
what  means,  coercion  is  to  be  extended.  The  army,  I  presume, 
will  be  the  answer  to  the  latter.  Circumstances,  (for  there  can 
be  no  determination  after  blood  is  once  drawn)  alone  can  prescribe 
bounds  to  the  former.  It  has  been  said,  but  of  this  you  can  judge 
better  than  I,  that  the  delegates  of  the  New  England  States  in 
Congress,  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  willing  to  admit  these  people  in- 
to the  Federal  Union,  as  an  independent  and  sovereign  State.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  two  things  I  am  sure  of,  namely,  that  they  have  a 
powerful  interest  in  those  States,  and  pursued  very  politic  meas- 
ures to  strengthen  and  increase  it,  long  before  I  had  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  matter,  and  before  the  tendency  of  it  was  seen  into  or 
suspected,  by  granting  upon  very  advantageous  terms  large  tracts 
of  land ;  in  which,  I  am  sorry  to  find,  the  army  in  some  degree 
have  participated. 

Let  me  next  ask,  by  whom  is  this  district  of  country  principally 
f=ettled  ?  And -of  whom  is  your  present  army  (I  do  not  confine  the 
question  to  this  pdrt  of  it,  but  will  extend  it  to  the  whole)  com- 
prised ?  The  answers  are  evident,  —  New  England  men.  It  has 
been  the  opinion  of  some,  that  the  appearance  of  force  would  awe 
these  people  into  submission.  If  the  General  Assembly  ratify  and 
confirm  what  Mr.  Chittenden  and  his  council  have  done,  I  shall  be 
of  a  very  different  sentiment ;  and,  moreover,  tliat  it  is  not  a  trifl- 
ing force  that  will  subdue  them,  even  supposing  they  derive  no 
aid  from  the  enemy  in  Canada ;  and  that  it  would  be  a  very  ardu- 
ous task  indeed,  if  they  should,  to  say  nothing  of  a  diversion,  which 

*  It  is  difficult  to  conjecture  what  wa3  in  Washington's  mind,  and  the 
editor  leaves  the  ta.'^k  to  the  reader. 
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may  and  doubtless  would  be  made  in  their  favor  from  New  York, 
[by  Carleton,]  if  the  war  with  Great  Britain  should  continue. 

The  country  is  very  mountainous,  full  of  defiles,  and  extremely 
strong.  The  inhabitants,  for  the  most  part,  are  a  hardy  race, 
composed  of  that  kind  of  people  who  are  best  calculated  for  sol- 
diers ;  in  truth,  who  are  soldiers  ;  for  many,  many  hundreds  of 
them  are  deserters  from  this  army,  who,  having  acquired  property 
there,  would  be  desperate  in  the  defense  of  it,  well  knowing 
that  they  were  fighting  with  halters  about  their  necks.' 

It  may  be  asked  if  I  am  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
army  on  the  subject  of  this  dispute.  I  readily  answer,  No,  not 
intimately.  It  is  a  matter  of  too  delicate  a  nature  to  agitate  for 
the  purpose  of  information.  But  I  have  heard  many  officei^  of 
rank  and  discernment,  and  have  learned  by  indirect  inquiries  that 
others,  express  tlie  utmost  horror  at  the  idea  of  shedding  blood  in 
this  dispute,  comparing  it  in  its  consequences,  though  not  in  its 
principles,  to  the  quarrel  with  Great  Britain,  who  thought  she  was 
only  to  hold  up  the  rod  and  all  would  be  hushed.  I  cannot  at 
this  time  undertake  to  sny,  that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  with 
the  army,  if  it  were  to  be  ordered  on  this  service,  but  I  should  he 
exceedingly  unhappy  to  see  the  experiment.  For  besides  the  rea- 
sons before  suggested,  I  l)elieve  there  would  be  a  great  and  gene- 
ral unwillingness  to  embrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their 
brethren.  I  have  to  add,  that  almost  at  the  same  instant  a  number 
of  the  printed  copies  of  the  remonstrance  were  disseminated 
through  the  army.  What  effect  it  will  have,  I  know  not.  The 
design  is  obvious. 

I  promised  in  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  that  I  should  content 
myself  with  a  simple  relation  of  facts.  I  shall  only  lament,  that 
Congress  did  not  iu  the  commencement  of  this  dispute  act  deci- 
dedly. This  matter,  as  you  well  know,  was  much  agitated  last 
winter,  and  a  committee  of  Congress,  with  whom  I  had  the  honor 
to  be  in  conference,  and  of  which  I  believe  you  were  one,  approved 
of  my  writing  an  answer  to  the  effect  it  was  given. 

With  great  regard,  I  am,  Ac,  Geo.  Washington. 

Joseph  Jofiea,  in  CongrenH^  to  General  Washington,  —  [Extract.]' 

Feb.  27.  With  respect  to  the  business  of  Vermont,  I  think  you 
need  not  be  uneasy  from  apprehensions  that  the  army,  or  any  part 

*  Undoubtedly  true  :  iv*  Vermont  was  not  a  member  of  the  confederacy, 
it  furnished  a  desirable  refuge  for  deserters  who  did  not  wish  to  go  to 
Canada.  It  is  t«  be  remembered,  however,  tliat  the  Vermont  authori- 
ties aided  in  the  arrest  of  deserters  whenever  requested.  —  Antey  243. 

*  Correspondence  of  tlie  Revolution^  Vol.  in,  557. 
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of  them,  will  be  employed  to  enforce  a  compliance  with  the  act  of 
the  5th  of  December  last,  should  the  people  of  Vermont  refuse  a 
compliance  with  that  demand  ;  at  least  for  some  time  to  come,  if 
ever.  To  go  into  detail  upon  this  matter  would  be  prolix,  and 
rather  improper  for  the  scope  of  a  letter.  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  August  [1781]  opened  the 
prospect  to  Vermont  of  an  acknowledgment  of  their  independence 
and  admission  into  the  Union.  Although  it  gave  ground  of  hope, 
it  was  not  conclusive  :  and  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  absolutely 
rejecting  the  offer,  and  recommending  to  the  people  an  inviolable 
adherance  to  their  union  and  encroachments  on  the  adjoining 
States,  as  well  as  other  unwarrantable  acts  they  have  unjustly  con- 
cealed from  the  public  in  their  remonstrance,  released  Congress 
from  their  offer,  and  left  them  at  liberty  afterwards  to  accept  or 
refuse,  as  they  saw  fit,  when  Vermont,  repenting  of  her  conduct, 
at  a  future  period  complied. 

A  particular  state  of  things  produced  the  act  of  Congress ;  a 
change  of  circumstances  afterwards  dictated  the  delay  in  deter- 
mining on  their  proposition,  and  the  report  of  a  committee,  to 
whom  it  was  referred.  This  report  authorises  observations  I  de- 
cline to  make.  This  proceeding  in  Congress  they  style  a  viola- 
tion of  the  compact  entered  into  with  them  There  always  has 
been  a  strong  opposition  to  the  claims  of  Vermont,  and  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  Virginia  has  generally  been  among  the 
number  of  her  opponents,  not  so  much,  perhaps,  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  independence,  as  the  impolicy  of  her  admission  into  the 
Union  while  several  very  important  questions  of  local  concern 
remained  undetermined  ;  and,  until  these  great  points  are  settled, 
the  consent  of  Virginia,  I  expect,  will  be  withheld,  and,  if  before 
obtained,  it  will  be  a  sacrifice  of  her  opinion  to  the  peace  and 
common  weal  of  the  United  States. 

If  Vermont  confines  herself  to  the  limits  assigned  to  her,  and 
ceases  to  encroach  upon  and  disturb  the  quiet  of  the  adjoining 
states,  at  the  same  time  avoiding  combinations,  or  arts,  hostile  to 
the  United  States,  she  may  be  at  rest  within  her  limits,  and,  by 
patient  waiting  the  convenient  time,  may  ere  long  be  admitted  to 
the  privileges  of  Union.  The  influence  Vermont  has  gained  in 
the  army,  and  in  some  of  the  states  that  espouse  her  cause,  do  lit- 
tle credit  to  the  parties  concerned ;  and  to  this  influence  is  in  a 
great  measure  to  be  ascribed  the  variable,  indecisive  conduct  of 
Congress  respecting  the  claims  of  that  people.  The  remonstrance 
states  the  receipt  of  official  letters  recommending  a  compliance 
with  the  act  of  Congress,  and  intimates  yours  to  be  of  the  number  ;  * 

*  Williams  and  Ira  Allen  both  testify  that  Wasliing ton's  letter  did  have 
very  great  influence  with  the  legislature,  unofficial  though  the  letter  was. 
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and  that  these  communications  influenced  them  to  comply.  The 
assertion  is  wrong  as  to  yours,  and  may  be  equally  false  as  to  the 
others,  and  is  one  proof,  among  a  variety  of  othei-s,  of  the  disinge- 
nuity  and  want  of  candor  in  Vermont.  It  exhibits,  also,  very  little 
respect  to  that  body,  when  they  ascril)e  their  compliance  to  other 
motives  than  the  recommendation  of  Congress.' 

G-eneral  An^ewbly  of  Vermont^  Fehniary  SeifHVjn^  178-^. 

In  Joint  Assembly  :  ITeb.  1»3.  His  excellency  laid  before  the 
house  the  following  papers,  viz :  tlie  proceedings  of  congress  from 
the  oth  of  November  to  the  5th  of  December,  1782,  respecting 
Vermont,  among  which  were  the  resolutions  of  the  5th  of  Decem- 
ber. The  said  proceedings  were  attested  by  George  Bond,  Dept. 
Secretary.  A  letter  from  the  honl.  Jonathan  Arnold,  esqr.,  i  del- 
egate in  congress  from  Rhode  Island,]  dated  Philadelphia,  Dec. 
2oth,  1782,  directed  to  his  excellency  gov.  Chittenden ;  also  one 
other  letter  from  the  same  gentleman,  directed  as  aforesaid  and  dat- 
ed at  the  same,  place  the  26th  Dec,  1782 ;  a  letter  directed  to  his 
excellency,  signed  Isaac  Tichenor,  dated  at  Bennington  2d  Feby., 
1788,  enclosing  instructions  from  the  legislature  at  New  Jersey  to 
their  delegates  [in  congress,]  dated  Novr.  1st,  1782 ;  and  also  at- 
tested copies  of  aflBdavits  or  depositions  of  Joel  Bigelow,  William 
Shattuck,  Henry  Evans,  Oliver  Lovewell,  William  Houghton, 
Thomas  Baker,  and  Pavid  Lamb,  which  were  sent  to  congress, 
were  read ;  and  also  a  remonstrance,  sigoed  by  his  excellency 
Thomas  Chittenden,  esqr.,  directed  to  his  excellency  the  president 
of  congress,  dated  Bennington,  Jany.  9th,  1783,  was  read. 

On  motion  made  by  Mr.  Enos,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Lyon,  R<*- 
aolved^  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  resolutions  of  congress  of  the  r)th  of  December  last, 
and  prepare  a  bill  to  lay  before  the  house  for  the  determination 
of  this  assembly  on  said  resolutions,  and  make  report. 

The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Chipman,  Mr.  E.  Robinson,  Mr. 
Evans,  Mr.  Strong,  and  Mr.  Sabin.  ^ 

In  Council  :  Feb.  17.  A  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  from  major 
Joseph  Fay,  was  read  and  a  verbal  relation  at  the  same  time  made 
by  Isaac  Tichenor,  esqr.,  relative  to  the  transactions  of  congress 

'  Indirect  evidence  is  not  needed  to  prove  that  the  government  and 
people  of  Vermont  had  very  little  respect  at  that  time,  or  ever  allerward, 
for  the  continental  congress.  That  body  had  trifled  too  long  with  Ver- 
mont, and  hardly  had  the  right  to  complain  of  any  body  for  a  want  of 
candor  or  decision. 

*  Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  452,  453. 
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respecting  the  state  of  Vermont,  on  passing  their  act  of  the  5th  of 
December  last.' 

In  Assembly  :  Feb.  18.  The  house  took  under  consideration 
the  appointment  of  a  board  of  war,  and  on  motion  made,  Resolved^ 
that  this  house  will  at  this  time  proceed  to  choose  seven  persons 
for  a  board  of  war. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  gen.  Roger  Enos,  col.  John  Strong, 
gen.  Sam'l  Saftbrd,  col.  Elijah  Robinson,  col  Timothy  Brownson, 
col.  Benjamin  Wait,  col.  Moses  Robinson  were  elected.* 

Feb.  19.  A  petition  signed  Timothy  Church  was  read  and 
referred  to  a  committee  of  five  to  join  a  committee  from  the 
council.^ 

This  petition  is  here  noted,  because  it  was  deemed  of  suflBcient 
importance  to  be  sent  to  congress.  An  act  was  passed,  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  on  his  pajdng  costs  of  suit  and  of  im- 
prisonment. This  act  recited  the  petition  as  setting  forth  Church's 
hearty  penitence  and  determination  to  behave  orderly  and  submis- 
sively in  case  of  pardon.-^ 

Feb.  22.  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  determin- 
ing what  number  of  men  ought  to  be  raised  for  the  defense  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  state,  &c.,  and  how  they  shall  be  raised  and  paid, 
brought  in  the  following  report,  viz : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  there  ought  to  be  raised 
for  the  ensuing  campaign,  five  hundred  men,  exclusive  of  com- 
missioned officers ;  and  that  the  same  be  properly  aflSxed  [oflBcer- 
ed],  and  raised  and  paid  in  the  same  way  and  manner  as  the 
troops  were  ordered  to  be  raised  and  paid  the  last  campaign. 
And  that  the  time  of  raising  said  men,  and  the  term  which  they 
shall  be  raised  for,  be  referred  to  such  board  as  shall  be  thought 
proper  by  the  general  assembly. 

The  above  report  was  read  and  accepted,  and  ordered  that  a 
bill  be  brought  in  accordingly.^ 

Feb.  25.  Mesolvedj  that  six  persons  be  elected  at  this  time  as 
delegates  to  represent  this  state  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  the  year  ensuing  if  necessary. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  the  honl.  Moses  Robinson,  Jonas  Fay, 


'  Council  Joumca,  1781  to  1784,  33. 
■  AaaemUy  Journal,  1778-1784,  456.    "  Same,  459. 
*  State  Papers,  470. 
'Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  466. 
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esquires,  Isaac  Tichenor,  esqr.,  the  honl.  Ira  Allen  and  Paul 
Spooner,  esqrs.,  and  Abel  Curtiss,  esqr.,  were  elected.* 

In  Joint  Assembly  :  Feb.  25.  Whereas  it  is  represented  that 
sundry  false  reports  have  been  industriously  circulated  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  independent  states  of  America,  tending  to  ex- 
cite jealousies  and  distrust  and  thereby  lessen  their  friendship  and 
esteem  towards  the  citizens  of  this  state :  on  motion  made  in  a 
committee  [of  the  whole]  of  both  houses,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  prepared  and  agreed  to,  viz. — 

Resolved^  that  the  citizens  of  this  state  have  from  their  first 
forming  government,  uniformly  shewn  in  a  public  manner  their 
attachment  to  [the]  common  cause  and  desire  of  being  connected 
in  a  federal  union  with  the  United  States,  as  may  appear  by 
their  resolutions  and  other  public  transactions. 

Resolvedy  that  neither  the  executive  or  legislative  authority 
of  this  state  have  ever  entered  into  any  negotiation,  truce,  or 
Combination  with  the  enemies  of  this  and  the  United  States,  ex- 
cept that  only  of  an  exchange  of  prisoners ;  and  they  are  still 
determined,  at  the  risk  of  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  continne 
their  opposition  to  any  attempts  made,  or  that  may  hereafter 
be  made,  to  infringe  or  abridge  the  rights  to  [or]  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  this  and  the  United  States.  Nor  is  there 
a  disposition  existing  in  this  committee,  from  their  confidence  in 
the  good  intentions  of  the  United  States,  to  afford  their  aid,  to 
prof)ose,  or  consent  to  any  terms  of  peace  or  otherwise,  deroga- 
tory to  or  inconsistent  with  the  rights,  liberties,  or  independence 
of  this  or  the  United  States  of  America.^ 


^Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  471. 

'  This  is  official  testimony  to  the  attachment  and  integrity  of  the  great 
body  of  the  people  and  government  of  Vermont  to  the  national  cause. 
But  was  it  true  ?  That  it  was,  a  careful  analysis  of  the  papers  will  show. 
Ist. — ^The  negotiation,  beyond  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  was,  from  first 
to  last,  without  official  authority  :  at  the  first  interview  with  the  British 
commissioners  Ira  Allen  said  he  was  "not  authorised  to  treat  of  a  UnUm,^'* 
(ante,  109,^  and  in  his  last  letter  to  Haldimand  he  said, "  I  am  not  author- 
ised to  make  the  proposition^"*^  (ante,  285.^  Most  frequently  Allen  and 
Fay  professed  to  represent  the  views  of  "  the  leading  men,"  meaning  the 
few  persons  most  interested  in  holding  land  against  New  York  titles,  and 
who  were  in  the  secret.  Whenever  they  spoke  of  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, general  assembly,  or  government  of  Vermont,  it  was  of  views  or  ac- 
tions depending  on  contingencies  that  never  happened — as  on  page  284. 
The  very  strongest  expressions  ever  made  by  Ira  Allen  are  on  page  285, 
and  it  will  be  observed  that  these  immediately  follow  his  disavowal  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Action  of  the  General  Assembly.  831 

The  committee  [of  the  whole,  and  joint  assembly]  then  dis- 
solved. Attest,  BoswELL  Hopkins,  Clerk. 

In  Assembly  :  The  aforesaid  resolutions  were  read  and  agreed 
to.' 

In  Council  :  Feb.  25.  The  following  act  was  received  from 
the  general  assembly,  and  after  being  read  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  journals  of  council,  viz  : — 

An  Act  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  pardon  certain  per- 
sone  therein  described. 

Whereas  certain  persons  in  the  county  of  Windham  have  lately 
been  convicted,  before  the  the  supreme  [superior]  court  of  this 
state,  of  conspiring  and  attempting  an  invasion,  insurrection,  and 
public  rebellion  against  this  state,  contrary  to  the  form  of  the  stat- 
ute of  this  state  passed  in  June  last,  entitled  "  an  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  conspiracy  against  the  peace,  liberties,  and  independ- 
ence of  this  state,"  and  have  been  banished  therefor: 

And  whereas  it  is  suggested  that  some  of  said  persons  are  pen- 
itent aod  desirous  of  returning  to  their  duty,  and  it  is  probable 
that  during  the  recess  of  this  house  some  of  said  persons  will  pe- 
tition for  the  pardon  of  their  said  oflfenses :  this  assembly  being 
desirous  at  all  times  of  showing  mercy  when  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistent with  the  public  safety : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted ^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  represent- 
atives of  the  freemen  of  the  state  of  Vermont  in  general  assembly 
met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  his  excellency  the  gov- 
ernor and  the  honorable  the  council  of  this  state  be  and  are  hereby 
fiilly  authorized  and  empowered,  upon  application  to  them  made, 
during  the  adjournment  of  this  assembly,  to  pardon  any  of  the  said 
persons  who  have  been  banished  from  this  state  by  the  supreme 
[superior]  court  as  aforesaid,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  this 
assembly  could  do  if  convened. 

State  of  Vermont,  in  General  Assembly. 

Windsor,  Feb.  24th,  1783. 

The  above  act  was  read  and  passed  the  house. 

Attest,  BoswELL  Hopkins,  Clerk. 

official  authority,  and  that  he  spoke  for  the  persons  named,  "  and  their 
privy  counciV^  —  a  body  unknown  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Ver- 
mont. 2d. —  By  the  agreement  of  both  parties,  the  negotiation  was  se- 
cret, and  hence  no  report  of  it  was  ever  made  to  the  general  assembly, 
but  the  fact  and  purport  of  it,  exchanges  excepted,  were  studiously  con- 
cealed. 
'Assembly  Journal,  1778-17 84,  475,  476. 
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In  Council,  Windsor,  February  25th,  1783. 
Read  and  concurred. 

Jonas  Fay,  Sea/  P.  T.' 

In  Assembly  :  Feb.  25.  The  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
an  address  to  congress,  as  an  answer  to  their  i^esolutiors  of  the 
5th  of  Deer,  last,  brought  in  the  following,  viz. — 

Windsor,  February  26, 1783. 
To  his  Excellency^  the  President  of  Congress : 

Sir: — We  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  request  your  Excellency  to 
communicate  to  Congress  the  following  determinations  of  the  free- 
men of  this  State,  in  answer  to  the  requisition  of  Congress,  of  the 
5th  of  December  last. 

We  beg  leave  to  observe  that  Congress,  in  and  by  their  resolu- 
tions of  the  7th  and  21st  of  August,  1781,  did  virtually  acknowl- 
edge the  right,  and  engage  to  recognize  the  independence  of  this 
State,  on  compliance  with  a  certain  preliminary  condition,  therein 
contained  ;  which  preliminary  condition  has  been,  in  the  most  full 
and  ample  manner,  complied  with  by  this  state,  as  appears  from 
the  journals  of  this  House,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Con 
gress.  In  this  situation,  conscious  of  our  right,  and  seeing  such 
right  virtually  acknowledged  by  Congress,  we  had  no  apprehension 
of  our  becoming  obnoxious,  by  an  exercise  of  that  right  over  those, 
who,  by  an  oath  of  allegiance  and  otherwise,  were  the  liege  sub- 
jects of  this  State,  and  had,  in  a  flagrant  manner,  violated  its  laws 
and  disturbed  the  peace  of  government ;  and  however  this  Legis- 
lature may  be  disposed  to  extend  mercy  to  delinquents,  on  proper 
application,  yet,  that  mercy  must  be  free,  and  at  our  own  election. 

All  and  every  act  of  Congress,  which  interfere  with  the  internal 
government  of  this  State,  and  tend  to  prevent  a  general  exercise 
of  our  laws,  are  unjustifiable  in  their  nature,  and  repugnant  to  ev- 
ery idea  of  freedom.  It  presnpposes  this  State  dependent  on  Con- 
gress, not  only  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  independent  right  of  ju- 
risdiction, but  for  the  right  itself;  whereas,  the  fact  is,  if  we  have 
any  right  to  be  an  independent  jurisdiction,  such  right  is,  and  must 
be,  derived  from  association,  and  the  civil  compact  of  the  people. 
We  conceive  the  several  States  in  the  union  do  not  owe  to  Con- 
gress their  right  of  existing  independent  of  their  neighbors ;  but 


*  Council  Journal^  1781  to  1784,  38,  39.  Timothy  Phelps,  while  in  pris- 
on, availed  himself  of  this  act,  and  was  pardoned,  June  24,  1783,  on  the 
conditions  that  had  been  required  by  the  general  assembly  in  the  case 
of  Cliurch.  To  his  first  offense  Phelps  had  added  another,  by  attempting 
to  disperse  the  superior  court  of  Vermont  at  Marlborough,  on  the  4th  of 
Feb.  1783.  —  See  Eastern  Vermont,  492-408. 
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that  each  State  was  formed  by  the  association  and  civil  compact 
of  its  inhabitants.  Through  this  medium  they  derive  their  separ- 
ate rights  to  jurisdiction,  and  Congress  the  diflferent  powers  they 
are  vested  with  ;  and  have,  of  course,  neither  the  power  or  right 
to  make,  or  unmake,  States,  within,  or  without,  the  union,  or  to 
controul  their  internal  police,  without  a  power  delegated  to  them 
for  the  purpose.  Admitting  the  propriety  of  this  reasoning,  and 
the  existence  of  a  right  in  the  people  in  this  State  to  an  independ- 
ent jurisdiction — which  is  explicitly  avowed  by  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  of  the  21st  of  August,  1781 — is  not  the  resolution  of 
the  5th  of  December  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  a  free  people  ? 

The  citizens  of  this  state  have  ever  entertained  the  highest  opin- 
ion of  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  Congress,  and  have  manifested 
their  confidence  in  that  body,  by  a  spirited  exertion  in  prosecution 
of  every  measure  against  the  common  enemy,  at  the  risque  of  life 
and  fortune.  We  still  are  ready  to  comply  with  every  reasonable 
requisition  of  Congress  ;  but  when-Congress  require  us  to  abrogate 
our  laws,  and  reverse  the  solemn  decisions  of  our  courts  of  justice, 
in  favor  of  insurgents  and  disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  we  think 
ourselves  justified  to  God  and  the  world,  when  we  say  we  cannot 
comply  with  such  their  requisitions.  The  interests  of  the  United 
States,  which,  with  a  view  to  confederation,  we  have  made  our 
own,  forbid  it.  It  would  be  licensing  factious  subjects  to  oppose 
government  with  impunity.  We  should  become  the  resoit  of  in- 
surgents and  disturbers  of  government,  and,  consequently,  every 
measure  to  raise  men  or  money  in  support  of  the  common  cause, 
would  be  weak  and  contemptible. 

We  are  conscious  of  doing  no  act,  in  derogation  to  the  dignity, 
or  in  contempt  of  the  authority,  of  Congress,  or  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  the  confederacy ;  but  solely,  with  a  view  to  the  security 
of  our  just  rights,  and  the  internal  peace  and  tranquility  of  this 
State. 

As  we  have,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  braved  every 
danger  and  hardship,  against  the  usurpations  of  Britain,  in  com- 
mon with  the  United  States ;  as  our  inherent  right  of  sovereignty 
and  jurisdiction  stands  confessed,  upon  the  principles  of  the  revo- 
lution, aud  implied  by  the  solemn  transactions  of  Congress,  we 
cannot  but  express  our  surprize  at  the  reception  of  the  late  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  of  the  5th  of  December,  obtained  ex  parte^ 
and  at  the  special  instance  of  an  infamous  person,  as  the  inclosed 
evidence,  among  other  things,  will  evince. 

And  as  we  have,  repeatedly,  solicited  a  confederation  and  un- 
ion with  the  United  States  of  America,  so  now,  in  the  name  and 
in  behalf  of  the  freemen  of  this  State,  we  renew  our  request,  and, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  call  upon  Congress  to  execute,  on  their 
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part,  the  intent  and  spirit  of  their  resolution  of  the  2l8t  of  Au- 
gust, 1781. 

In  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vermont. 

Thomas  Porter,  Speaker.* 

The  aforesaid  address  was  read  and  unanimously  agreed  to; 
and 

Ordered^  that  his  honor  the  speaker  sign  the  same  in  behalf  of 
this  house,  and  that  his  excellency  the  governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  deposition  of  Oliver  Love- 
well,  esqr.,  and  the  petition  of  Timothy  Church.^ 

l%e  Vermont  Qtiestion  in  Congress. 
1783.  A  letter  from  gov.  Clinton  was  presented  to  congress, 
March  4.  notifying  that  body  that  the  Vermont  oflBcers  wholly  dis- 
regarded the  resolution  of  the  preceding  5th  of  December,  were 
arresting  and  imprisoning  such  of  the  banished  persons  as  had 
returned,  and  otherwise  asserting  their  authority  over  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  state.  He  urged  speedy  action  on  the  subject. 
April  14,  a  letter  of  gov.  Chittenden,  transmitting  the  address  of 
the  general  aswembly  of  Vermont,  signed  by  their  speaker,  was 
also  presented.  All  these  papers  were  referred  to  a  committee, 
April  28  ;  which  reported,  May  25,  that  preceding  any  further  ac- 
tion, congress  ought  to  determine  whether  Vermont  should  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  union  as  a  state.  No  further  action  was  had  until 
the  29th  of  May,  1784,  when  a  committee  reported  a  resolution  to 
recognize  Vermont  as  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  state, 
entitled  to  admission  to  the  union  on  acceding  to  the  articles  of 
confederation.  Though  a  majority  of  the  states  were  in  favor  of 
this  resolution,  the  votes  of  nine  states,  which  were  required  for 
its  adoption,  could  not  be  had  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other, 
Vermont  was  not  anxious  for  a  union  until  the  United  States  gov- 
ernment should  be  better  settled  and  present  a  more  inviting  pros- 
pect. In  the  meantime,  the  adherents  to  New  York  in  Windham 
county,  by  continued  opposition,  had  compelled  the  Vermont  gov- 
ernment to  adopt  severe  measures  for  the  vindication  of  its  au- 
thority and  the  suppression  of  all  resistance  to  it.     But  with  the 


^  State  Papers,  185.    This  Letter  is  printed  as  it  was  sent  to  Congress. 
*  Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  476-479. 
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assured  facts  that  a  majority  of  the  states  favored  Vermont,  the 
claim  of  New  York  was  hopeless,  and  the  power  of  the  Vermont 
government  irresistible,  all  active  opposition  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
Vermont  soon  ceased.' 

L(ist  Letter  of  General  Haldimand  to  Vermont.' 
Although  the  preliminary  articles  of  the  treaty  for  peace  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  had  been  signed  in 
November,  1782,  the  cessation  of  hostilities  was  not  proclaimed 
by  Washington  until  April  19,  1783,  so  the  following  was  written 
before  news  of  peace  had  been  received  in  Canada,  though  evi- 
dently expected.  This  letter  was  probably  addressed  by  Mat- 
thews or  Sherwood,  by  direction  of  Gen.  Haldimand,  to  Ira 
Allen,  and  was  dated  March  25, 1783. 

I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you,  that  actuated  from  the  be- 
ginning, by  a  sincere  desire  of  serving  you,  and  your  people,  as 
well  as  of  promoting  the  royal  cause,  by  re-uniting  you  with  the 
mother  country,  his  Excellency  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  rep- 
resenting every  circumstance  that  could  be  advanced  in  your  fa- 
vour, to  the  King's  Ministers,  in  the  hope  of  accomplishing  a 
reconciliation.  His  Excellency  will  continue  by  such  representa- 
tions, to  do  all  in  his  power  to  serve  you,  but  what  effect  it  may 
have,  at  this  late  period,  is  very  uncertain.  While  his  Excellency 
sincerely  regrets  the  happy  moment,  which  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
cannot  be  recalled,  of  restoring  to  you  the  blessings  of  the  British 
Government,  and  views  with  concern  the  fatal  consequences  ap- 
proaching, which  he  has  so  long,  and  so  frequently  predicted,  from 
your  procrastination,  he  derives  some  satisfaction  from  a  conscious- 
ness of  not  having  omitted  a  circumstance,  which  could  tend  to 
your  persuasion,  and  adoption  of  his  desired  purpose.  In  the 
present  uncertain  state  of  affairs,  uninformed  as  his  Excellency  is, 
of  what  is  doing,  or  perhaps  done,  in  a  general  accommodation, 
he  does  not  think  fit,  until  the  result  shall  be  known,  to  give  any 
opinion,  which  may  influence  you,  perhaps,  to  the  prejudice  of 
your  interests,  or  that  might  interfere  with  the  views  of  Govern- 
ment. K  the  report  now  prevailing  has  any  foundation,  a  very 
short  time  will  determine  the  fate  of  Vermont.  Should  anything 
favourable  present,  you  may  still  depend  on  his  Excellency's  ut- 
most endeavours,  for  your  salvation. 

» Early  History,  427-437.    Eastern  Vermont,  485-640. 
•  WiUiams,  Vol.  n,  212.     Vt  Hist  Coll.,  Vol.  i,  466. 
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Ira  Allen  thus  commented  on  this  closing  letter  of  the  Haldimand 
correspondence  with  Vermont : ' 

The  preceding  letter,  under  the  circumstances  it  was  written, 
shows  the  generous  conduct  of  General  Haldimand,  in  the  course 
of  these  negotiations,  and  a  friendly  liberality  in  cautioning  the 
people  of  Vermont  to  be  on  their  guard  for  aew  events.  The  facts 
are,  that  these  negotiations,  on  the  part  of  Vermont,  were  from 
necessity,  as  has  been  already  shown ;  on  the  part  of  the  British, 
they  were  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  of  the  war ;  from  differ- 
ent motives  those  measures  were  carried  on  in  such  ways  as  the 
parties  could  agree  for  their  mutual  interest,  on  the  strictest  prin- 
ciples of  honor ;  and  when  peace  was  proclaimed,  impressions  of 
friendship  remained  between  the  parties,  as  several  interviews  be- 
tween General  Haldimand  and  Colonel  Ira  Allen  afterwards  fully 
evinced. 

Williams  thus  described  the  condition  and  prevailing  sentiment 
of  Vermont  at  that  time  :* 

The  effect  produced  by  these  acts  of  Congress,  [Dec.  5,  1782,] 
was,  in  every  respect,  different,  from  what  that  body  seem  to  have 
expected.  Instead  of  being  awed  into  submission,  the  people  and 
government  of  Vermont  conclhded  they  were  produced  by  the  in- 
fluence of  New- York  ;  and  determined  that  they  should  never  be 
executed.  The  evasive,  irresolute,  contradictory  acts  of  Congress, 
had  nearly  destroyed  all  the  faith  and  confidence,  which  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont  had  reposed  in  that  body :  and  it  was  generally 
thought  it  would  not  be  best  to  have  any  connexion  with  them  ; 
but  only  to  keep  up  the  custom  and  form  of  choosing  delegates, 
every  year,  to  represent  the  State  of  Vermont. 

The  war  with  Great  Britain  had  proved  greatly  distressing  to 
every  part  of  the  United  States  ;  but  it  had  served  to  establish  an 
union  among  the  people  of  America,  which  could  not  have  been  so 
firmly  cemented,  but  by  the  prospect  of  common  danger.  This 
appearance  was  now  come  to  an  end.  On  January  20th,  1783,^ 
the  preliminary  articles  of  peace  were  signed  by  the  ministers  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States  of  America.  In 
this  treaty,  the  former  colonies  were  acknowledged  to  be  free, 
sovereign  and  independent  states.  By  putting  an  end  to  the  war, 
this  treaty  put  an  end  to  the  embarrassments  of  Congress,  and  to 
all  the  fears  of  the  people  of  Vermont.  An  union  with  the  con- 
federation was  no  longer  a  matter  of  immediate  and  urgent  neces- 
sity.    The  state  had  now  no  external  enemies  to  oppose,  or  any 


»  Ft.  Hist  Coll.  Vol.  I,  467.    «  Williams,  Vol.  ii,  251-264. 
*Nov.  30, 1782.    Williams  gave  the  date  of  the  "  general  peace." 
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body  of  troops  to  be  raised,  or  kept  in  pay.  Weary  of  so  long 
and  distressing  a  war,  all  parties  wished  for  the  repose  and  tran- 
quility of  peace ;  and  were  heartily  desirous  of  dropping  all  occa- 
sions of  controversy  and  debate.  The  business  of  Congress, 
however,  became  more  and  more  embarrassing.  Their  currency 
had  failed,  their  revenues  were  exhausted,  their  armies  were  dis- 
satisfied and  unpaid,  the  debts  they  had  contracted  were  unfunded, 
the  public  creditors  were  everywhere  full  of  complaints  against 
their  proceedings,  and  they  had  no  resources  to  answer  the  de- 
mands that  were  perpetually  made  upon  them.  Few  of  the  states 
paid  much  regard  to  their  resolutions,  and  it  was  now  fully  evi- 
dent that  their  powers  were  inadequate  to  the  public  business  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  articles  of  union  and  confedera- 
tion were  essentially  defective.  Without  power  to  relieve  them- 
selves, under  these  embarrassments,  the  Congress  was  daily 
sinking  into  a  state  of  insignificance  and  contempt ;  and  the  pub- 
lic aflairs  of  the  union  were  constantly  becoming  more  and  more 
embarrassed  with  weakness,  disorder,  the  want  of  wisdom,  credit, 
and  power. 

In  such  a  state  of  things,  an  admission*  into  the  confederacy  of 
the  states,  ceased  to  be  an  object  of  any  importance,  or  even  de- 
sire. Vermont  was  h^ppy  in  being  free  from  the  load  of  debt, 
which  lay  upon  the  United  States  ;  and  was  not  perplexed  by  the 
constant  calls  of  Congress,  to  raise  the  necessary  sums  of  money. 
The  legislature  had  acquired  wisdom  and  experience  in  governing 
the  people,  from  the  diflBculties  in  which  they  had  been  engaged. 
It  had  not  been  in  their  power  to  contract  very  large  debts,  nor 
was  it  necessary  or  practicable  to  impose  heavy  taxes  upon  the 
people.  The  state  had  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  lands  to  dis- 
pose of;  and  purchasers  and  settlers  were  constantly  coming  in, 
from  all  the  New  England  States.  Thus,  by  one  of  those  sudden 
transitions  which  are  common  to  human  aflfairs,  from  the  most  dis- 
tressed and  perplexed  state,  the  condition  and  prospect  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont  became,  at  once,  more  easy  and  flattering  than 
those  of  their  neighbors.  Encouraged  by, the  mildness  of  the  gov- 
ernment, the  smallness  of  the  taxes,  the  fertility  and  cheapness  of 
the  lands,  large  additions  were  annually  made  to  their  numbers 
and  property,  by  the  accession  of  inhabitants  from  other  states. 
There  was  nothing,  therefore,  in  the  public  afiairs  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  those  of  Vermont,  that  could  lead  the  inhabitants  any 
longer  to  wish  for  an  admission  into  the  confederation.  The  body 
of  the  people  felt  that  they  were  in  a  better  situation  than  the 
people  in  the  neighboring  states  ;  and  it  was  the  general  inclina- 
tion and  desire,  not  to  be  connected  with  the  union,  if  it  could  be 
decently  avoided. 
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HALDIMAND  PAPERS 

WHICH  HAVE  NO  KEFERENCE  TO  VERMONT. 


The  following  letters  among  the  Haldimand  Papers  have  no  refer- 
ence to  Vermont,  and  for  that  reason,  and  to  prevent  confusion  in  the 
historical  record,  the  editor  has  reserved  them  for  insertion  here. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  letters  in  the  French  language,  and  several 
in  cypher,  [one  of  them  heing  inserted  as  a  specimen,]  of  which  transla- 
tions are  given  in  this  volume,  the  following  make  the  publication  of 
"  the  Haldimand  Papers,"  so  far  as  Vermont  possesses  them,  entirely 
COMPLETE.    Nothing  has  been  reserved. 


[JBet;.  Itobinson'l  to  Qen.  Haldimand, 

New  York,  May  8, 1781. 

Sir : — I  received  yours  of  the  7th  of  February,  but  the  letters  you 
mention  to  have  sent  me  by  ensign  Drummond  of  the  loth  of  Novem- 
ber has  not  reached  me,  nor  has  that  gentleman,  as  yet,  made  his  ap- 
pearance here. 

Major-General  Reidesel  and  a  number  of  other  officers  and  men  of  the 
Brunwick  troops  being  exchanged,  I  applied  sometime  since  to  the  ad- 
miral for  a  ship  of  war,  as  well  to  carry  them  to  Quebec,  as  to  convoy 
thither  from  Halifax  several  of  your  Victuallers  which  wintered  there. 
But  he  told  me,  that  as  there  were  two  frigates  stationed  at  Quebec, 
those  should  be  sent  to  convoy  them  from  Halifax. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  some  of  our  newspapers,  which  will  in- 
form you  of  the  most  material  occurrences  that  has  happened  in  this 
quarter  since  my  last. 

I  likewise  enclose  to  you  an  account  of  the  monevs  which  I  have  paid 
occasionally  to  several  officers,  Ac,  belonging  to  the  Canada  establish- 
ment, who,  owing  to  various  causes  have  happened  to  come  in  here,  and 
generally  naked,  or  in  some  other  great  distress. 
To  nis  Excellency,  Qen.  Haldimand, 


Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  General  Haldimand, 

New  York,  May  31, 1781. 
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Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Gen,  Haldimand. 

TRANSLATION  OF  THE  FOREGOING   CYPHER. 

[Nbw  York,!  May  31, 1781. 
Sir  :— Your  letters  of  the  28th  February  and  1st  of  March,  was  re- 
ceived the  9th  instant.    Having  wrote  you  ftilly  on  the  8th,  I  have  now 
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only  to  add  that  the  clothing,  camp  equipage,  &c.,  for  the  German  troops 
in  Canada,  as  well  as  Major  General  Reidesel,  and  the  officers  and  men 
mentioned  in  the  enclosed  returns,  onlv  wait  for  an  opportunity  to  pro- 
ceed to  Halifax,  and  I  have  applied  on  the  most  urgent  terms  for  a  convoy 
to  escort  them  thither.  I  have  already  informed  you  that  the  Adminu 
told  me  he  could  not  spare  a  ship  of  war  to  see  them  all  the  way  to  Que- 
bec, but  that  the  two  stationed  tnere  ought  to  convoy  them  thither  from 
Halifax,  together  with  the  victuallers  that  wintered  at  that  place. 

I  have  not  received  the  least  intimation  from  home  relative  to  the  in- 
tentions of  government  with  respect  to  your  province. 

The  French  fleet  and  troops  are  still  at  Rhode  Island,  and  ours  watch- 
ing them.  H.  C. 

The  bearer  has  received  thirty-one  guineas  for  him  and  his  father. 


Report  to  Major  De  Peyster. 
(Copy.)  Camp  neab  the  Ohio,) 

August  *29th,  1781.       ; 

Sir :  —  The  26th  you  had  enclosed  an  account  that  captain  Brandt  and 
George  Girty,  with  the  Indians,  advanced  upon  the  Ohio  ;  had  taken  one 
of  Clark's  boats  after  having  passed  down  the  river  in  the  night.  Not 
thinking  themselves  in  number  sufficient  to  attack  him,  and  having  found 
by  his  orders  to  major  Craigcrofi:  that  more  troops  were  to  follow  under 
the  command  of  a  colonel  Lochry,  lay  in  wait  for  them,  attacked  and 
took  the  whole,  not  allowing  one  to  escape.  Agreeable  lo  a  return,  it 
appears  there  has  been  thirty-seven  killed,  amongst  whom  is  Lochry, 
their  commandant,  with  some  other  officers. 

This  stroke,  with  desertions,  will  reduce  Clark's  army  much,  and  if  the 
Indians  had  followed  advice  and  been  here  in  time,  it  is  more  than  prob- 
able he  would  have  been  now  in  our  possession  with  his  cannon. 

The  prisoners  seem  to  be  ignorant  of  what  his  intentions  are.  Per- 
haps Loss  may  oblige  him  to  change  his  measures.  However,  we  shall 
endeavor  to  keep  the  Indians  together,  and  watch  his  motions.  His  first 
intention  was  to  penetrate  to  Sandusky  through  the  Indian  country, 
from  whence  the  troops  from  Fort  Pitt  were  to  return  home  and  he  to 
Kentucky. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servants, 

/g;««^^\  -A..  Thompson, 

To  Major  De  Peyster, 


Q-en.  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
(Copy.)  Quebec,  29th  Sept  1781.   . 

Sir : —  Since  General  Reidesel's  arrival  here,  I  have  had  many  conver- 
sations with  him  upon  the  subjects  communicated  to  him  by  your  Excel- 
lency for  that  purpose,  particularly  in  that  proposing  a  diversion  from 
Canada  to  co-operate,  by  way  of  Fort  Pitt,  with  an  expedition  from  the 
southern  army  up  the  rivers  Potomac  and  Susquehanah.  To  convey 
more  perfectly  to  me  your  Excellency's  ideas,  and  that  I  might  the  bet- 
ter digest  them,  General  Reidesel  has  committed  them  to  paper,  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith  a  copy.  Satisfied  that  your 
Excellency  will  do  me  every  justice^  which  I  feel  my  zeal  for  the  service  of 
our  Royal  Master,  and  the  respect  I  have  for  your  Excellency's  judgment 
deserves,  I  shall  not  take  up  your  time  with  assurances  of  my  readiness 
to  concur  with  and  second  you  in  every  measure  by  which  the  service 
might  be  promoted,  but  proceed  to  state  to  your  Excellency  the  impotfti- 
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hiUty  of  executing  the  design  suggested  from  you  by  General  Reidesel, 
circumstanced  as  we  are  at  present  in  this  country,  and  here  I  cannot 
help  lamenting  that  the  information  your  Excellency  must  have  had  of 
the  practicability  of  that  great  undertaking  must  have  proceeded  from 
persons  totally  ignorant  of  the  unavoidable  difficulties  in  its  way,  or 
influenced  by  private  interested  views.  Such,  there  is  but  too  great 
reason  to  apprehend,  are  Mr.  Crachan  and  Mr.  Conally.  The  former, 
long  employed  in  the  Indian  Department,  under  Sir  William  Johnson, 
but  from  want  of  inclination  or  want  of  health,  has  been  disqualiiied  to  act 
since  the  rebellion  ;  he  has  since  remained  in  the  enemy's  country  and 
claims  vast  possessions  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Pitt.  The  fatter, 
it  is  supposed,  has  the  same  views,  may  be  a  clever  man,  but  certainly  is 
not  possessed  of  the  same  abilities  or  the  knowledge  necessary  to  judge 
of  any  other  than  the  speculative  part  of  the  undertaking  they  have 
recommended.  So  many  and  general  are  the  obstacles  to  this  move- 
ment that  I  am  at  a  loss  where  or  with  which  to  begin  in  representing 
them  to  your  Excellency.  For  the  sake  of  method  I  shall  take  them 
in  the  order  they  occur  from  the  plan  by  General  Keidesel. 

The  proposed  diversion  taking  place  in  winter  is  inadmissable,  as  it 
never  can  be  done,  except  by  water,  and  the  lakes  and  rivers  from  Mon- 
treal upwards  cease  to  be  navigable  in  the  month  of  November. 

Without  suggesting  to  your  Excellency  the  risk  of  detaching  from  the 
army  in  this  province  2,000  men,  [the  whole  active  part  of  the  British 
troops,]  entirely  upon  the  supposition  that  the  French  nave  laid  aside  for 
the  present  their  design  against  it,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  difficul- 
ties of  conveying  and  supporting  so  large  a  body  of  men  to  so  very  dis- 
tant a  field,  where  their  whole  subsistence  must  accompany  them  from 
the  King's  stores  in  this  part  of  the  provice,  received  generally  late  in 
the  season  from  Great  Britain.  Your  Excellency  wDl  more  readily  con- 
ceive these  when  I  acquaint  vou  that  it  is  \^th  the  utmost  exertions  that 
one  regiment  with  a  corps  of  rangers,  which  occupy  the  upper  country, 
are  furnished  from  year  to  year  with  the  necessary  supply  of  provisions, 
and  that  the  garrison  of  Niagara  ha/*  been  more  than  once  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  rebellion  within  a  few  days  of  evacuating  it  for  want  of 
provisions.  The  consumption  of  provisions  at  the  posts,  particularly  at 
Niagara,  is  so  prodigious,  owing  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  victualling 
the  Indians  driven  from  their  habitation  and  attending  upon  the  service, 
that  with  every  measure  in  the  power  of  econom  v  to  devise,  it  is  scarce  pos- 
sible during  the  transport  season  to  convey  a  su&cient  quantity.  In  order 
to  accomplish  it,  I  have  constructed  storehouses  about  60  miles  above  Mon- 
treal, to  which  provisions  are  sleighed  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  that 
the  water  transport  may  begin  the  instant  the  river  becomes  navigable, 
which  it  does  at  that  place  a  fortnight  sooner  than  it  does  at  Montreal. 
The  late  arrival  of  the  provision  fleet  this  year,  makes  it  very  doubtful 
whether  the  necessary  supply  .can  be  forwarded,  and  at  Niagara  there  is 
no  resource.  When  it  is  considered  that  provisions  with  every  store 
necessary  for  12  months  for  2,000  men,  and  a  supply  of  the  former  witli 
presents  for  at  least  that  number  of  Indians,  [of  which  f  are  women  and 
children,]  in  addition  to  the  present  consumption  in  the  upper  counti-^, 
(amounting  at  Niagara  alone,  one  season  with  another,  to  4000  rations 
per  day,)  must  be  conveyed  in  batteaux  200  miles  up  rapids,  intersected 
by  carrying  places  to  the  first  lake,  from  thence  to  Niagara  in  vessels, 
then  over  a  carrying  place  of  7  miles  and  up  a  rapid  of  18  to  Fort  Erie, 
from  whence  they  proceed  to  Presqu'  Isle,  it  will  appear  to  those  who 
have  a  knowledge  of  the  route  a  work  of  time.  To  take  and  maintain  a 
post  at  Presqu'^  Isle,  with  a  small  force  drawn  from  tlie  garrison  of 
Niagara  and  Detroit,  might  be  easily  accomplished,  but  to  proceed  into 


Digitized  by 


Google 


344  The  Haldimand  Papers, 

the  country,  depending  upon  the  Indians  and  inhabitants  of  the  Ohio, 
would  be  dangerous  and  ineffectual.  Fort  Pitt  is  not  to  be  taken  by  a  coup 
de  main,  nor  will  tlie  enemy  suffer  it  to  be  surprised.  It  is,  by  the  most 
authentic  accounts  I  have  had,  one  of  the  strongest  places  in  this  coun- 
try. We  have  daily  experience  that  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants 
upon  the  Ohio  is  hy  no  means  so  yielding  to  government  as  is  repre- 
sented. Those  retired  to  that  quarter  and  Kintuck,  upon  pretence  of 
separating  themselves  from  rebellion,  are  encroaching  upon  the  most 
valuable  hunting  grounds  of  the  Indians,  and  securing  to  themselves  rich 
settlements.  They  are  always  ready  to  turn  out  upon  our  scouting  par- 
ties, and  never  fail  doing  it  when  they  have  opportunities,  yet  when  made 
frisoners  profess  their  loyalty.  There  is  no  dependence  upon  even  those 
ndians  who  are  declared  in  our  favour,  and  there  are  a  number  in  that 
country  our  avowed  enemies.  In  all  excursions  undertaken  by  the 
troops  this  war,  there  has  not  been  a  single  instance  where  the  Indians 
have  fulfilled  their  engagements,  but  influenced  by  caprice,  a  dream  or 
a  desire  of  protracting  the  war  to  obtain  presents,  have  dispersed  and  de- 
serted the  troops.  Of  this  there  was  a  striking  instance  last  campaign 
In  the  very  country  in  question,  where  a  detachment  from  Detroit,  if  the 
Indians  had  gone  into  the  views  of  the  officer  who  commanded,  would 
most  probably  have  defeated  Colonel  Clark  and  broke  up  all  the  settle- 
ments in  that  quarter.  It  would  nevertheless  be  impossible  to  succeed 
in  any  attempt  in  those  countries  without  the  friendsnip  of  the  Indians, 
(by  which  alone  we  have  kept  possession  of  it,)  and  there  is  no  doubt  they 
are  very  useful  attendants  upon  an  army,  but  where  success  depends 
upon  enterprize  and  perseverance,  little  must  be  set  down  to  their  credit 
in  the  plan  of  operations.  Upon  the  whole,  I  beg  leave  to  hazard  my 
opinion  to  your  Excellency  that,  unless  so  much  were  to  depend  upon 
this  expedition  as  to  abanaon  to  it  all  other  pursuits,  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, in  this  province,  in'  order  to  carry  it  through  by  dint  of  force 
and  exertion,  it  would  at  present  be  impolitic  to  undertake  it.  To 
attempt  it  and  fail  would  have  a  very  fatal  effect  with  the  Indians,  and 
to  ensure  success  it  would  be  the  business  of  one  season  to  form  the 
necessary  magazines  of  provisions,  batteaux,  stores  and  materials,  and 
Indian  presents,  at  Niagara,  &c.,  that  there  might  be  nothing  to  do  early 
in  the  next  but  to  transport  the  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  regard.  Sir,  Your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 
[Signed]  Fred.  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency^  General  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  closed,  I  have  received  a  dispatch  from 
Detroit  with  an  account  of  a  stroke  made  by  Joseph  Brant  upon  the 
Ohio,  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  excellency  to 
the  enclosed.  Major  De  Peyster  informs  me  he  is  not  without  hopes 
that  a  large  body  of  Indians  detached  for  that  purpose  may  yet  fall  in 
with  Mr.  Clark's  main  body,  which  it  was  expected  would  consist  of 
1500  men,  including  a  body  from  Augusta  county  in  Virginia  and  a  draft 
from  the  settlements  in  Kintuck.  The  war  in  that  country  is,  on  our 
part,  entirely  defensive,  except  by  scouting  parties  constantly  employed 
to  prevent  tne  encroachments  of  settlers  and  to  liarrass  the  frontiers, 
which  I  encourage  as  much  as  possible.  Something  similar  to  this,  but 
of  less  importance,  happened  the  8th  ultimo  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
German  Flats,  where  a  party  of  the  Six  Nations  (Indians)  attacked  about 
40  of  the  enemy,  killed  3  officers  and  19  privates,  and  took  8  prisoners. 

Indorsed  :  "  Copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Haldimand  to  his  excel- 
lency sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  Quebec,  29th  September,  1781.    44." 
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*  *  *  *  eo  Joseph  Brant. 

October  3d,  1781. 
Dear  Jo8eiph:—lS  yoxx.  have  no  other  object  of  importance  in  view,  I 
request  you  will  make  a  move  upon  Minisink  and  the  east  branch  of  the 
Susqueliannah  as  soon  as  possible. 

That  you  may  not  be  at  a  loss  to  know  who  sends  you  this,  it  is  the 
person  at  whose  quarters  you  were  when  you  had  a  particular  conversa- 
tion with  General  Tryon.     I  am,  dear  Joseph,  yours,  &c. 


Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  (jf^en.  Haldimand. — [probably.] 
Your  Excellency  has  my  consent  to  act  as  you  have  proposed  with  re- 
gard to  Major  Eogers  [Roys]  and  the  officers  and  the  recruits  under  their 
care.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  is  now  here,  having  lately  come  in  from 
the  rebels,  with  whom  he  was  prisoner,  but  I  shall  not  trouble  Your  Ex- 
cellency with  any  of  his  recommendations. 

[This  is  without  date  and  is  printed  as  it  stands  in  the  Haldimand  Pa- 
pers, title  excepted.] 


Memerandum. 

Wynant  Williams  was  dispatched  with  a  letter  from  the  honorable 
William  Smith  to ,  on  the  7th  of  January,  1782,  being  Monday. 

Indorsed  :  "  Memorandum  respecting  Wynant  Williams,  dispatched 
on  Monday  the  7th  of  January,  1782,  with  letter  from  the  honorable 
William  Smith  to .'' 


Sir  Henry  Clinton  to   Q-eneral  Haldimand. 
(Copy.)  New  York,  February  22d,  1782. 

Sir : — I  think  it  right  to  send  by  express  to  your  excellency  the  fol- 
lowing intelligence  which  has  just  been  communicated  to  me  by  the 
honorable  WiBiam  Smith,  chief*  justice  of  this  province,  exactly  as  it 
was  given  to  me  by  him. 

"  About  a  fortnight  since  an  intelligent  person  from  Connecticut  sug- 
gested that  tho'  the  rebels  talked  of  an  attack  in  the  spring  upon  New 
Y  ork,  he  had  strong  suspicions  of  a  preparation  to  invade  Canada,  and 
yesterday  I  learned  oy  a  direct  channel  that  general  Schuyler  said  to  one 
of  his  confidants  and  yet  near  friend,  that  La  Fayette  went  to  France  to 
propose  that  project,  and  that  they  were  waiting  to  know  the  result." 

iSie  following  intelligence  has  been  received  since  the  above,  by 
another  channel. 

Large  stores  of  provisions  at  the  Falls  of  Ohio. 

The  rebel  general  Clarke,  a  very  enterprising  man,  a  Virginian,  at  (a 
place  called)  KAin  Tuck,  and  is  to  nave  the  command  of  two  state  regi- 
ments besides  other  troops,  with  about  1000  French  and  Spaniards.  With 
these,  ttie  ensuing  spring  he  sets  off  on  an  expedition  against  Detroit 
and  its  dependencies.  His  route  is  down  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Wabache,  thence  up  the  same  to  the  head  thereof,  where  we  have  a  car- 
nring  place  :  from  thence  to  Detroit.  To  induce  the  rebels  to  undertake 
this  expedition,  they  have  received  accounts  that  our  garrison  is  very 
weak  at  Detroit.  This  information  to  the  rebels  is  from  prisoners  that 
have  been  carried  to  Detroit  who  have  returned. 

Some  of  the  rebel  officers  say  that  there  will  be  an  expedition  by  the 

allied  forces  agaii^t  Canada  the  ensuing  summer,  and  it  s  assertea  that 

the  rebels  have  agreed  to  give  the  French  Canada,  in  case  the  combined 

forces  of  the  French  and  rebels  should  be  successftil  enough  to  reduce 
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it.  That  this  engagement  by  the  rebels  to  the  Freech  is  asserted  by 
some  who  have  seen  the  agreement  in  the  proceedings  of  congress  this 
winter. 

New  Jersey,  besides  an  enormous  sum  of  money  to  be  raised  by  taxes 
to  be  paid  in  state  money  (or  the  specie  money  as  the  rebels  call  it)  are 
also  to  raise  immediately  J£6o,000  hard  money.  This  last  sum  will  be  out 
of  the  power  of  the  people  to  pay,  as  very  little  hard  money  is  in  circu- 
lation, except  near  the  British  lines. 

Indorsed :  "  Intelligence  1st  March,  1782.  Substance  of  it  to  be  sent 
to  general  Haldimand. ' 

Notwithstanding  the  intelligence  that  has  been  sent  you  respecting  an 
intended  attack  on  Canada,  I  think  it  more  likely  that  the  enemy  will 
make  one  against  this  post. 

I  refer  you  to  the  newspapers  I  send  you  by  the  bearer  for  West  India 
news.  It  is  supposed  sir  George  Rodney  sailed  from  England  about  the 
16th  of  January  for  the  Leeward  Islands. 

N.  B.  — The  bearer  has  received  15  guineas  on  account. 

Riving  2nd  and  6th.     D, 
Jaim  —  11th  March  —  3. 

Be  so  good  as  to  inform  lieutenant  colonel  Maclean  that  I  have  not 
received  any  official  information  of  his  being  appointed  to  command  the 
artillery  in  this  quarter,  but  I  understand  that  by  the  death  of  general 
Williamson  he  is  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  to  the  4th  battalion. 

If  the  bearer  should  receive  any  money  from  your  excellency  on  ac- 
count, pray  let  me  know  the  sum. 

Indorsed  :  "  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  general  Haldimand  in  cypher  22nd 
February,  1782.    Dispatched  the  3d  March. 

O.  sent  p 

D. p 

T. p  Davies  March  13, 1782.    Dispatched." 

No.  34. 


Q-en.  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
A  few  days  ago  I  wrote  more  fully.  This  will  I  hope  go  directly  to 
you.  I  have  not  heard  from  you  since  your  letter  of  the  2nd  of  Au^st, 
nor  received  the  least  intelhgence  of  moment  from  any  quarter  since 
that  time.  Common  reports  make  me  anxious  to  hear  from  you.  and  I 
entreat  you  will  let  me  have  that  pleasure,  not  trusting  to  a  single  mea- 
Benger.  but  by  different  routes.  I  request  the  same  of  Governor  Robertson. 
Sorell,  March  16th.  F.  H. 

Indorsed  :    "  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  C ,  March  16,  1782.    Re- 
ceived 16th  May,  1782." 


Q-eneral  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

This  being  the  nineteenth  letter  I  have  written  to  you  by  all  routes 
jsince  I  was  honored  with  yours  of  the  2nd  August,  the  last  I  received, 
I  should  not  be  so  importunate  but  from  almost  certainty  that  our  letters 
have  mutually  miscarried,  and  from  the  total  ignorance  in  which  I  re- 
main of  the  enemy's  views  and  intentions,  which  common  reports  di- 
rect against  this  province.  I  have,  therefore,  to  repeat  my  request  that 
you  will  communicate  to  me  by  the  most  speedy  and  different  routes, 
whatever  may  have  come  to  your  knowledge  on  this  interesting  subject^ 
either  from  home  or  what  is  passing  in  your  quarter. 

Montreal,  1st  April,  1782. 
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From  Major  Ross  to  General  Haldimand. 

Oswego,  April  19th,  [1782.] 
Express  arrived  15th  instant.     The  vigilance,  &c.,  your  Excellencv 
recommends  attended  to.     Our  exertions  redoubled — cannot  be  surprisea. 
Much  honored  by  your  Excellency's  attention.     Nothing  discovered  on 
my  part  as  yet. 

John  Ross,  Major. 


General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

If  your  Excellency  sends  any  dispatches  for  me  by  the  Pandora  it  is 
uncertain  when  I  shall  receive  them,  as  I  learn  by  a  vessel  that  left 
York  in  her  convoy  that  she  is  gone  a  cruising  to  Boston  Bay.  I  at 
len^h  received  the  dispatches  of  the  1st  of  November,  the  14th  of  May, 
andthe  duplicate  the  25th. 
Please  add  tae  words  "  herewith  "  to  the  cypher  in  their  proper  order. 
General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  29th  May,  1772.  Received 
June  22d.    O.  and  D. 


Same  to  Same. 

31st  May.  Your  messengers  are  grown  so  anxious  to  return,  that  I 
will  not  longer  detain  them.  Several  ships  are  arrived,  but  I  have  not 
received  a  letter,  am  therefore  in  profound  ignorance  what  the  greater 
change  at  home  will  effect  in  our  system  here,  and  impatiently  wait  the 
interesting  intelligence  from  your  quarter  as  your  Excellency  shall  be 
pleased  to  honor  me  with.  '  F.  H. 

Your  messengers  have  received  14  guineas  each. 


Same  to  Same. 

Quebec,  14th  June,  1782. 

Sir  : —  Having  lately  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you,  and  not  bavins 
yet  received  any  dispatches  from  England  of  the  least  moment,  should 
this  reach  your  Excellency  it  will  only  serve  to  assure  you  of  the  pleasure 
I  have  in  communicating  with  you  upon  all  occasions.  The  present  is 
by  the  schooner  Alexander,  bound  directly  to  New  York. 

The  Pandora  is  not  yet  arrived,  which  prevents  my  having  the  pleas- 
ure of  acknowledging  your  Excellency's  dispatches  by  her,  but  it  is 
reported  that  she  and  several  arriving  ships  from  England  are  in  the 
river.  I  wait  their  arrival  with  much  anxiety,  which  your  Excellency 
will  naturally  conclude  from  the  subject  of  ray  last  dispatch  connected 
with  the  enclosed  duplicate  of  the  short  note  accompanying  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  Sir,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  h'ble  serv't, 

Fred'k  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency,  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 
24th.  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  trade  fleet,  under  convoy  of  the 
Surprise  and  Assistance,  are  arrived  at  Bic.  Many  of  the  ships  are  come 
up,  and  I  have  got  some  dispatches,  but  I  have  not  yet  received  your  let- 
ter of  the  loth  of  April,  or  any  dispatches  that  were  to  accompany  it. 
The  present  do  not  contain  any  particular  orders,  but  are  expressive  of 
the  system  communicated  to  me  m  your  Excellency's  letter.  F.  H. 
His  Excellency^  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 
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General  Baldimand  to  Sir  Ghiy  Oarleton, 
(K o.  4.)  Quebec,  28th  July,  1782. 

Sir  :  —  I  have  at  length  been  honored  with  your  excellency's  letter  of 
the  6th  of  April  from  rortsmouth,  which  I  concluded  had  miscarried.  I 
beg  leave  to  repeat  my  gratulations  to  your  excellency  on  the  subject  of 
it,  and  to  assure  you,  sir,  how  very  reciprocally  the  formal  respects  you 
are  pleased  to  offer  me  are  returned  on  my  part. 

Convinced  we  are  equally  desirous  religiously  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  our 
respective  stations,  I  feel  and  promise  to  myself  much  satisfaction  from 
the  mutual  communication  3'ou  propose  between  us.  I  have  ever  con- 
sidered the  article  of  intelligence  an  object  of  great  consequence  to  the 
service,  and  much  pains  have  I  taken  to  convey,  and  in  my  attempts  to 
procure  it.  The  expense  attending  H  is  well  bestowed,  and  I  flatter  my- 
self that  we  shall  not  incur  any  tliat  will  not  be  very  readily  approved. 

I  was  happy  to  hear  of  Lady  Maria  and  family's  welfare  from  Mr. 
Bailey.  I  am  very  sensible  of  that  gentleman's  merit,  and  your  excel- 
lency may  be  assured  that  no  opportunity  shall  escape  me  of  doing  every 
honor  in  my  power  to  your  commendation  of  him. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  sir,  your  excel- 
lency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Fred'k  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency,^  Sir  Chiy  Carleton, 

Same  to  Same* 

(Most  Secret.) 
Sir :  —  Amongst  the  Minister's  dispatches  dat^d  the  22d  of  April, 
which  I  received  the  27th  of  June,  Lord  Shelburne  in  one  of  his  letters, 
marked  **  most  secret,"'  after  informing  me  of  the  designs  of  the  French 
on  this  continent,  says  that  the  preservation  of  this  province  has  been  so 
strongly  recommended  to  you,  sir,  that  you  have  the  king's  order  to  come 
to  it  yourself  in  case  it  should  be  attacked,  and  should  you  think  it  nec- 
essary, with  the  number  of  troops  you  may  judge  proper  for  its  defense  : 
in  that  case  I  find  myself  in  the  same  predicament  I  was  in  at  Boston  in 
the  year  1775,  and  that  the  rea.*<ons  which  dictated  the  letters  I  at  that 
time  received  from  Lord  Dartmouth  exist  at  present.  The  King  has 
therefore  thought  fit  to  send  me  his  permission  to  absent  myself  from 
my  government  and  command,  keeping  my  employments  and  their 
emoluments,  '*  which,"  says  my  Lord,  '*  you  will  make  use  of  if  the  date 
of  your  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton's  American  commission  make  it  impossible 
for  you.  consistent  with  your  own  fellings,  to  accommodate  the  point  of 
rank  with  him." 

I  cannot  pretend  to  say  what  ideas  his  Lordship  may  have  of  me,  but 
I  hope  you  will  conceive,  my  dear  general,  that  notwithstanding  the  real 
esteem  I  have  for  you,  no  consideration  could  induce  me  to  serve  under 
the  orders  of  a  younger  oflicer,  and  as  I  cannot  think  of  leaving  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  measures  administration  have  thought  tit  to  adopt, 
1  have  resolved  to  go  to  Europe,  even  this  Fall,  if  circumstances  should 
oblige  you  to  come  to  this  province.  Otherwise  I  shall  certainly  do  it  in 
the  coming  Spring.  I  have  written  to  this  effect  to  Lord  Shelburne,  the 
17th  instant,  in  order  that  he  may  have  time  to  make  such  arrangements 
na  his  Lordship  shall  judge  necessary,  and  communicate  his  orders  to 
you  in  consequence  thereof  In  the  mean  time  you  may  rest  assured. 
Sir,  that  I  shall  neglect  nothing  which  can  contribute  to  the  success  of 
this  unfortunate  war  of  which  1  confess  to  you  I  could  have  wished  to  see 
the  termination,  but  the  circumstances  in  which  I  find  myself,  added  to 
an  indisposition  which  requires  resources  that  this  country  does  not 
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afTord,  leaves  me  less  to  regret  in  quitting.  Wishing  you,  sir,  every 
honor  and  success  voui-self  can  desire,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the 
greatest  esteem  and  regard, 

Sir,  jour  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Quebec,  7th  August.  Frkd'k  Haldimand. 

This  is  a  duplicate  dated  20th  Juh'. 

Indorsed  :     ("  Most  secret.'')     "  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guv  Carle- 
ton,  29th  July,  1782.     No.  11.'^ 


General  Haldimand  to  the  Earl  of  Shelhume.^ 
(Copy.)    Most  secret.  Quebec,  17th  August,  1782. 

My  Lord  :  —  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
a  duplicate  of  my  letter  (most  secret)  of  the  17th  of  July,'^forwarded  by 
the  Quebec. 

After  many  and  the  most  mature  considerations  of  that  part  of  vour 
Lordship's  letter  of  the  22d  of  April,  (most  secret,)  respecting  myself  and 
comparing  it  with  Lord  Dartmouth's,  to  which  it  refers  me,  anxious  as  I 
am  tor  the  King's  service,  I  fear  my  remaining  here  this  Winter,  (risk- 
ing the  late  arrival  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  when  it  will  be  out  of  my  power 
to  leave  the  Province,)  might  tend  more  to  impede  than  forward  it.  I 
have  therefore  taken  the  following  precautions  for  iny  going  home  in  all 
events  provided  the  Province  remains  in  tranquility,  which  must  be  de- 
cided before  the  fleet  sails. 

Major  General  Clarke's  want  of  experience  in  the  very  complicated 
and  uncommon  service  of  this  countiT,<fec.,has  induced  ine  to  call  down 
Brigadier  General  Powell  from  the  Upper  country,  who  has  seen  evei*y 
kind  of  service  throughout  the  Province  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  who  will  be  an  able  assistant  to  him.  I  shall  send  up  Brigadier 
General  Maclean  in  his  room ;  he  has  a  local  knowledge  of  that  country, 
and  is  otherwise  qualified  for  that  command. 

The  German  troops  will  be  perfectly  attended  to  under  Major-General 
Reidesel,  who  is  really,  zealously,  and  disinterestedly  attjiched  to  the 
King's  service.  • 

Tlie  civil  department  will  be  managed  by  Lieutenant-Governor  Ham- 
ilton and  other  officers,  with  whom  every  necessary  instruction  shall  be 
left,  and  arrangements  shall  be  niiwle  in  every  branch  of  the  service  to 
prevent  its  sufl'erin^,  in  any  respect,  in  the  case  of  an  inactive  winter, 
or  until  Sir  Guy  CarTet(m  shall  come  himself,  or  receive  your  Lordship's 
further  commands  respecting  this  Province. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  my  present  resolution.  The  execution  of  it  will  de- 
pend entirely  upon  events,  the  receipt  of  commands  from  home,  intelli- 
gence from  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  the  invasion  of  the  Province,  &c.  But  let 
what  will  happen,  your  Lordship  may  rely  upon  my  acting  for  the  best, 
and  from  no  other  motive  whatever  but  what  I  shall  think  the  good  of 
the  King's  service.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.. 

(Signed)  Fred'k  Haldimand. 

The  Bight  Honorable,  the  Earl  of  Shelhume, 

Indorsed  :  "Copy  General  Haldimand  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  17th 
August,  1782." 


General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 
(Si).  8.)  Quebec,  Sept.,  1782. 

Sir  : — I  wjis  just  going  to  send  the  enclosed  letter  overland,  when  the 
Hussar  frigate  arrived  in  this  port.    Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond  and 

>  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  head  of  the  British  ministers. 
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Brigadier-Grcneral  Campbell  having  been  so  obliging  as  to  communicate 
to  me  the  intelligence  of  a  French  fleet  being  upon  the  coast,  which  I 
have  since  heard  has  put  into  Boston. 

Since  the  date  of  the  within,  I  had  not  heard  anything  further  upon  the 
subject  of  it,  nor  received  any  intelligence  from  that  quarter.  I  had  just 
received  a  letter  from  Major-Gener^  DeReidesel,  an  extract  of  which  I 
beg  leave  to  ofler  for  your  Excellency's  information,  of  the  disappoint- 
ment the  Brunswick  troops  in  the  province  are  likely  to  experience. 
I  have  by  this  opportunity  requested  of  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond 
and  Brigadier-General  Campbell,  if  practicable  at  so  late  a  season  of  the 
year,  to  forward  the  clothing,  &c.,  so  much  wanted  ;  but  if  it  cannot  be 
done,  I  have  to  request  your  Excellency  will  give  orders  to  have  them 
sent  as  early  as  possible  in  the  spring  ;  and  if  the  Brunswick  recruits 
can  be  spared  from  that  quarter,  it  will  be  very  pleasing  to  General  De 
Reidesel  to  have  them  join  their  corps,  as  well  as  the  officers,  who  have 
been  so  long  exchanged,  that  belong  to  the  German  troops  in  this  pro- 
vince. Lieutenant-Colonel  Carleton,  tempted  by  so  favorable  an  oppor- 
tunity to  join  your  Excellency,  takes  a  passage  in  the  Hussar,  and  as  the 
service  must  suffer,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hope's  situation  be  very 
awkward  until  he  is  declared  in  orders,  1  flatter  myself  your  Excellency 
will  notify  Lieutenant-Colonel  Garleton's  appointment  in  the  army  by 
the  very  first  opportunity. 

The  certainty  of  this  conveyance  induces  me  to  transmit  to  your  Ex- 
cellency a  duplicate  of  my  last  letter  by  Spanish  River  to  Halifax,  which 
unforeseen  accidents  may  retard  on  its  way  to  you.  Major-Greneral  De 
Reidesel  having  occasion  to  send  an  oflScer  to  Halifax  and  New  York 
upon  business  relating  to  the  German  troons.  Lieutenant  Shononold  will 
have  the  honor  to  wait  upon  vou  for  your  Excellency's  commands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  Sir,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Fred'k  Haldimand. 

Ilis  Excellency^  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

Indorsed:  '' General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  September,  1782." 

General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Quy  Carleton, 
(No.  9.)  Quebec,  September,  1782. 

Sir :  —  Unacquainted  with  the  terms  that  maybe  intended  for  the  Six 
Nations,  Indians,  in  the  proposals  for  peace  with  America,  I  think  it 
necessary  to  inform  you  as  a  commissioner  that  my  having  restrained 
them  from  hostilities  has  occasionod  a  general  discontent  amongst  them. 
Major  Ross,  who  commands  at  Oswego,  has  informed  me  that  they  have 
all  lefl  the  plf^ce  in  disgust,  and  that  he  is  in  daily  expectation  of  being 
insulted.  Thev  are  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  an  accommodation  so 
far  short  of  what  our  language  from  the  beginning  has  taught  them  to 
expect.  Deprived  of  their  lands  and  driven  out  of  their  country,  they 
reproach  us  with  their  ruin  and  the  prospect  of  severe  retaliation  from 
the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

Your  Excellency  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  situation  and  inter- 
ests of  the  people  to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  the  con- 
sefjuence  in  resi)ect  to  the  trade  and  safety  of  this  Province,  the  expec- 
tations their  services  entitle  them  to  from  us,  or  upon  the  fatal  conse- 
quences that  must  attend  our  abandoning  them  to  the  intrigues  of  the 
enemy  should  they  persist  in  the  war,  or  to  their  resentment  in  case  of 
peace,  and  I  persuaded  myself  they  will  be  amply  considered  by  your 
Excellency,  either  in  a  representation  to  the  King's  Minister,  or  in  such 
arrangement  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  in  this  country. 
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Your  Excellency  will  not  understand  from  what  I  have  said  of  the  Six 
Nations  that  the  Kine's  attention  should  be  confined  to  this  only.  Many 
of  the  Western  and  me  Indian  Nations  in  the  neighborhood  of  Detroit 
have  suffered  equally  by  shameful  encroachments  ot  the  Virginians  upon 
their  most  valuable  hunting  grounds,  and  have  been  equally  attached 
and  serviceable  to  the  Royiu  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  regard.  Sir,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Fred'k  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Quy  Carleton, 

Indorsed  :  "  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  September, 
1782." 


Extract  of  a  letter  form  Major-O-eneral  Reidesel^  dated  Sorely  13/ A 
September,  1782. 

Captain  Cleve  brought  out  with  him  from  Germany,  clothing,  camp 
equipage,  arms  and  accoutrements  for  all  the  Brunswick  troops  in  Can- 
ada. On  his  arrival  at  Halifax,  he  was  immediately  ordered  to  proceed 
with  the  Brunswick  recruits  only  to  Penobscot,  and  to  remain  there  until 
he  received  further  orders.  It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  His  Serene  Highness  my 
Master,  and  to  the  troops  I  have  the  honor  of  commanding,  to  represent 
the  great  loss  they  must  suffer  should  they  not  receive  the  clothing  and 
other  stores  this  year,  and  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Excellency  to  take 
such  steps  as  vou  mav  judge  most  conducive  to  procure  an  order  for 
Captain  Cleve's  detachment  being  re^jalled  from  Penobscot  to  Halifax, 
and  for  his  being  sent  with  the  recruits  and  stores  to  Canada,  so  soon  as 
it  can  be  done  with  safety. 

Indorsed  :  E.  ''Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  De  Beidesel 
to  His  Excellency  General  Haldimand." 


Major- General  Reidesel  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

Isle  aux  Noix,  5th  October,  1782. 

Sir : — Lieutenant  Beckwith,  of  the  27th  regiment,  who  will  nave  the 
honor  of  presenting  this  letter  to  your  Excellency,  has  been  this  last  year 
as  extraordinary  Aid-de-Camp  in  my  suit.  Friendship  to  his  brother,  as 
well  as  to  his  family,  added  to  the  high  recommendation  of  His  Serene 
Highness,  Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  who  is  particularly  attached  to 
his  father,  had  induced  me  to  take  him  into  my  family,  and  I  should  have 
been  happy  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  be  useful  to  him,  but  am  frus- 
trated in  my  wishes  from  the  defensive  situation  of  this  Province,  which 
puts  a  barrier  to  the  advancement  of  this  young  officer.  Thus  situated, 
he  feels  himself  prompted  by  a  laudable  desire  to  distinguish  himselt 
under  the  command  of  your  Excellency,  and  he  has  applied  to  me  for 
leave  to  return  to  New  York  to  join  his  regiment.  During  the  time  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  having  him  with  me,  his  conduct  and  behavior  has 
met  with  my  utmost  approbation  and  entitled  him  to  the  claim  of  my 
constant  friendship.  He  is  in  possession  of  great  natural  talents  and  of 
an  excellent  good  character,  indefatigable  and  resolute  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  duty.  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  recommend  him  to  your  Excellency's  pro- 
tection, which  I  shall  esteem  as  a  mark  of  that  favor  your  Excellency 
has  ever  been  pleased  to  show  me. 

A  report  prevails  which  gains  credit,  tho'  not  officially  communicated, 
that  the  Astrea  frigate  is  in  the  river  with  our  Brunswick  officers  of  con- 
vention. I  request  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  warm- 
est gratitude  in  giving  so  flattering  an  attention  to  my  former  prayer. 
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This  fortunate  circumetance  places  the  corps  on  their  original  solid 
establishment,  and  I  shall  deem  myself  happy  if  they  have  an  opportunity 
of  showing  their  zeal  for  the  service  which  has  at  all  times  prevailed 
amongst  them. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  bv  this  opportunity,  a  duplicate  of  the 
letter  which  I  had  written  to  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  of  our  last 
transport  of  recruits,  clothing  and  camp  equipage,  arrived  at  Halifax, 
which  were  sent  by  order  of  Brigadier-General  Campbell  to  Penobscot 
This  accident  will  deprive  the  troops  of  their  necessary  clothing  for  the 
winter,  if  unfortunately  taken  or  lost. 

I  am  entirely  at  loss  how  to  take  the  field  next  Spring.  I  beg  leave  to 
repeat  and  recommend  my  request  to  the  consideration  of  your  Excel- 
lency, and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

RiEDESKL. 

Indorsed  :  "  Major-General  Reidesel  to  Sir  Guy  Carletou,  Isle  aux 
Noix,  5th  October,  1782.  Received  12th  November,  recommending 
Lieutenant  Beckwith.     No.  17." 


Major- General  Reidesel  to  Sir  Ghiy  Oarleton. 
(Original  Duplicate.)  By  the  Hussar. 

SOREL,  6th  October,  1782, 

Sir  :  —  Count  Schononold  being  detained  some  davs  at  Quebec,  gives 
me  an  opportunity  of  informing  your  Excellency  that  I,  yesterday,  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Capt'n  Cleave  reporting  to  me  his  arrival  at  Halliax 
with  the  recruits,  clothing,  and  camn  equipage  for  the  whole  Brunswick 
Corps.  He  mentions  likewise  that  ne  was  ordered  to  proceed  immedi- 
ately to  Penobscot  with  his  detachment,  and  to  remain  at  that  post  until 
he  shall  receive  ftirther  orders.  As  we  have  not  received  any  clothing 
or  stores  for  the  last  3  years,  the  several  regiments  in  Canada  will  be  in 
the  greatest  distress  if  the  present  supply  does  not  arrive  here  before  the 
Winter  sets  in.  I  presume,  therefore,  to  request  the  favor  of  your  Ex- 
cellency to  order  that  Capt'n  Cleave's  detachment  may  be  removed  from 
Penobscot  to  Halifax,  from  whence  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  that 
these  may  be  sent  to  Canada  whenever  circumstances  will  admit,  if  not 
this  year,  as  early  as  possible  next  Spring. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect  and  consideration, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Reidssel. 

His  Excellency  Sir  Guy  CarUton, 


General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Oarleton. 
(Duplicate  No.  10.)  7th  October^  1782. 

Sir  : —  In  obedience  of  orders  I  received  from  the  King's  Minister  the 
27th  of  September,  23  transports,  (9,956  tons,)  fitted  out  for  the  reception 
of  troops,  will  sail  from  hence  for  N  ew  York  the  10th  instant,  and  9  more 
will  follow,  I  hope,  in  10  days.  A  scarcity'  of  bedding  prevents  my  furnish- 
ing that  article.  As  much  biscuit  as  can  be  got  ready  shall  be  put  on 
board. 

Some  of  the  transports  with  the  Brunswick  officers,  &c.,  are  arrived, 
but  I  have  not  yet  received  your  Excellency's  lettei*s.  F.  H, 

His  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Oarleton. 

Indorsed  :  '*  Duplicate  General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  7th 
October,  1782.     Received  the  12th  of  November. 

Advices  of  the  sailing  of  33  empty  transports  for  New  York  in  the 
month  of  October,  in  obedience  of  the  Ministers  orders.       No.  19." 
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Copy  of  a  list  of  transports  destined  for  New  York^  to  sail  the  9  th 
of  October,  1782.  Tom. 

Queen 650* 

Clibborn 300 

Argo 333 

Camel 293 

Minerva 218 

Three  Sisters 283 

Blackett 401 

Elizabeth 340 

Hero 277 

Rodney 355 

Christian 250 

Stafford 256 

Mary 315 

Ann 384 

Countess  of  Darlington 265 

Success '. 234 

Delight 248 

Thompson 218 

Jane * 270 

Anne  &  Elizabeth 310 

Lady  Townsend 776  )    To  be  re- 
Marsh 269  )■     fitted  at 

Woodland 220)  New  York. 

Total,  6^  servicable. 

And  victualled  for  70  days,  except  in  bread,  one-half  the  proportion 
being  in  flour. 

N.B.— There  are  3  more  transports  now  at  Spanish  River  ;  4  arrived 
from  New  York  and  2  from  England,  all  to  be  fitted  in  like  manner  and 

to  follow.  

Gen.  Allen  Maclean  on  pay  of  Royal  Highland  Emigrants, 

9th  October,  1782. 

Sir : — The  accounts  of  the  1st  battalion  of  the  Emigrants  previous  to 
the  establi-shment  were  settled  by  His  Excellency  Gen.  Haldimand,  agree- 
ably to  the  letter  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury.  His  Excellency  appoint- 
ed, by  a  general  order,  a  Board  of  accounts,  lt>  meet  at  Quebec,  consist- 
ing ol  Lieutenant  Colonel  Carleton,  the  Quarter  Master  General,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  McClean,  and  Thomas  Dunn,  Esqr.,  Accountant  General  and 
Paymaster  of  the  Marine  Department.  The  accounts  were  settle^,  and 
a  balance  struck  by  them  in  favor  of  the  reigment  for  £2,100,  and  a  war- 
rant granted  to  Brigadier  McClean  for  the  balance. 

These  accounts  were  reported  upon  by^  the  above  gentlemen,  to  tlie 
commander-in-chief,  and  the  accounts,  with  the  report,  transmitted  to 
the  Treasury  or  Pay  Office.  That  the  Pay  Office  had  got  it,  is  certain, 
for  the  following  reasons  :  Last  year  the  Pay  Office  re-charged  the  l>t 
Battalion  with  *281 17  3,  being  4  months  arrears  to  the  officers  of  the  1st 
battalion,  from  the  25th  of  December  1778  to  the  24th  of  April  1779^  four 
months  after  the  establishment.  This  re-charge  was  certainly  owing  to 
the  irregularity  of  Captain  Eraser,  the  Pay  Master,  in  having  drawn  the 
arrears  of  the  officers  in  Canada  from  the  25th  of  April  1778  to  the  24tli 
of  April  1779  ;  whereas  the  arrears  should  always  be  drawn  to  the  end 
of  June .  On  the  24th  of  December,  tlie  warrant  granted  by  the  com- 
mander-in-chief to  captain  Eraser  was  £*845  11  8  sterling,  and  the 
whole  sum  in  the  waiTrant  was  charged  in  the  accounts  made  up  here, 
45 
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yet  the  Pay  Office  say  they  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  accountft 
previous  to  the  establishment,  but  yet  they  charge  the  regiment  with  the 
4  months  arrears  from  tlie  25th  of  December  1778  to  the  24th  of 
April  1779,  being  arrears  since  the  establishment,  and  refuse  to  give  any 
credit,  though  the  whole  sum  of  JE845 11  8  of  which  this  is  part  is  already 
charged  to  3ie  regiment  and  this  charge  the  Pay  Officer  never  could 
make,  but  from  having  had  the  accounts  settled  m  Canada  previous  to 
the  establishment  in  their  possession.  This  is  all  the  account  that  can  be 
given  as  it  contains  the  whole.  I  am  yours,  &c.,  Allen  Maclean. 
(Copy.)        Whitehall,  Treasury  Chambers,  25th  March,  1779. 

Sir  :  —  Lieutenant  Colonel  Allen  Maclean  having  desired  the  Lords* 
Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  to  grant  their  authority  to  your 
Excellency  of  clearing  the  1st  battalion  of  the  Royal  Highland  Emi- 
grants to  the  24th  December,  1778,  and  their  Lordships  having  referred 
tbe  matter  to  his  Majesty's  Secretary  at  War,  who  has  reported  to  their 
Lordships  that  he  does  not  apprehend  there  can  be  any  impropriety  in 
giving  your  Excellency  an  authority  to  clear  the  said  corps^  agreeably  to 
such  terms  as  may  have  been  stipulated  for  the  raising  it,  I  am  com- 
manded by  their  Lordships  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  inclosed 
copy  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Maclean's  Memorial,  and  the  Sccretan-  at 
War's  letter  on  this  subject,  and  to  signify  to  your  Excellency  their 
Lordships'  directions  and  authority  to  clear  the  1st  battalion  of  the  Hoyal 
Ilighland  Emigrants  to  the  24th  of  December,  1778,  agreeably  to  such 
terms  as  may  have  been  stipulated  for  the  raising  that  corps.  I  am,  &c., 
(Signed)  John  Robinson. 

His  Excellency,  General  Ualdimand. 


Q-eneral  Saldimand  to  Sir  Quy  Carleton. 
(No.  13.)  Quebec,  10th  October,  1789. 

Sir  :  —  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
tlie  25th  of  August,  covering  a  return  of  the  Hesse  Haneau  and  Bruns- 
wick troops,  then  embarked  for  this  place,  the  last  of  whom  arrived 
yesterday.  I  shall  take  care  that  the  amounts  of  the  money  paid  by 
your  Excellency's  warrants  to  Colonel  Lentz  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  de 
Mengen  on  account  of  Bjitt  and  forage  money  expressed  in  your  letter, 
nnd  the  paymaster's  certificate  enclosed  in  it,  may  be  accounted  for. 
Not  seeing  any  reason  to  send  back  the  regiment  to  Losberg,  except  that 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse  to  have  the  regiment  together. 
I  am  sorry  that  my  arrangement  of  winter  quarters  and  the  aspect  or 
affairs,  prevent,  at  present,  any  ftilfiJling  that  wish,  particularly  as  it  is 
accompanied  by  your  Excellency's.  The  unfavorable  appearances  inti- 
mated in  your  Excellency's  letter,  and  tliat  fall  within  my  observation  in 
this  quarter,  persuade  me  of  ih«  necessity  there  may  be  rather  for  a  con- 
siderable increase  than  a  diminution  ot  my  force,  which  suffered  in  tlie 
last  draft  of  Hessian  troops  from  this  Province,  promised  and  expected  to 
be  amply  replaced.  I  am,  with  the  highest  regai-d,  Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  FIied'k  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency,  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 


Q-eneral  Ualdimand  to  Sir  Quy  Carleton. 

QXJEBEC,  Oct.  10th,  1782. 
Sir:  —  Captain  Burnet  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this  letter  to 
your  Excellency,  having  given  him  permission  to  go  to  New  York  on 
family  affairs.  He  continues  in  the  station  your  Excellency  placed  him 
on  Lake  Erie,  and  by  a  constant  and  zealous  attention  to  his  duty  merits 
a  continuation  of  inSulgence.    He  is  to  return  by  the  first  opportunity 
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and  will  be  a  safe  (•pportunity  for  communication.    I  am  Your  Excellen- 
cy's most  obedient  and  humble  servant,  Fred'k  Haldimand. 
His  Excellency,  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 


It.  Mathews  to  M.  Morgan. 

Quebec,  10th  October,  1782. 

^t>  ;  —  1  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  25th  of 
August,  covering  a  note  concerning  the  clearance  of  the  Ist  and  2d  bat- 
talions of  the  84th  regiment,  which  I  have  communicated  to  his  Excel- 
lency, the  commander  in  chief,  and  am  authorized  to  transmit  for  vour 
information  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bobinson,  signi^ing 
the  pleasure  of  the  Lord's  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury  re- 
specting the  first  battalion  uHder  the  command  of  General  HsUdimand, 
in  consequence  of  which  His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  order  a  Board  to 
examine  into  the  accounts  of  the  said  regiment  from  the  time  of  its  being 
embodied  to  the  date  of  its  establishment,  from  the  spirit  of  which  he 
granted  his  warrant  for  pavment  of  the  balance  that  appeared  due,  which 
warrant  issued  the  20th  of  October,  1779,  and  was,  together  with  copies 
of  the  account  and  report  of  the  Board,  regularly  notified  that  very  month 
to  Mr.  Bobinson  for  the  information  of  the  Lord's  Commissioners  of  His 
Majest3r's  Treasury,  the  receipt  of  which  is  testified  by  the  inclosed 
paper  signed  by  Brigadier  General  McLean.  I  am,  sir,  your  mOst  obed't 
serv't,        B.  Mathews,  Secretary  to  H.  ExcH  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

M,  Morgan,  Esq.^  

General  Hdldimand  to  Sir  Ouy  Carlton. 
[No.  14.1  Quebec,  11  Oct.  1782. 

Sir: — Inclosea  I  transmit  to  Your  Excellency  a  duplicate  of  my  letter 
of  the  8th  inst  in  cypher  sent  overland,  and  a  return  of  the  transports 
which  sail  this  day  lor  New  York,  comprehending  those  that  are  to  fol- 
low. The  preseut  division  is  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Bradley 
of  the  Boyal  Navy,  agent  of  transports,  an  active  and  intelligent  ofiicer,  to 
whom  I  beg  leave  to  refer  Your  Excellency  for  all  particulars  relative  to 
the  business  committed  to  his  care.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  high- 
est regard  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

His  Excellency,  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  Fred'k.  Haldimand. 

[Here  follows  a  duplicate  of  the  list  of  transports  given  previously.] 

General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Ouy  Carleton. 

Quebec,  21st  Oct.,  1782. 

Sir: — I  here  transmit  to  Your  Excellency  duplicates  of  my  letter  of 
the  8th  and  10th  instants,  and  a  return  of  the  transports  which  sailed 
from  hence  on  the  10th.  I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  Your  Excellency  that 
the  number  of  the  second  division  is  reduced  to  four  which  came  from 
New  York,  owing  to  the  three  vessels  sent  to  Spanish  Biver  for  coal 
not  having  yet  arrived,  the  transport  Maria  being  totally  unfit  for  ser- 
vice, and  the  necessity  of  my  employing  the  transport  Amazon  to  carry 
the  officers  of  the  47th  regiment  and  the  invalids  of  the  army  to  Europe, 
having  in  vain  even  endeavored  to  procure  pa.ssages  for  thom  in  the 
Merchant's  Ships.  Should  the  coal  ships  return  (of  which  front  their 
long  absence  I  nave  some  apprehensions)  every  exertion  shall  be  made 
to  forward  them  with  the  utmost  dispatch  to  New  York.  1  have  the  hon- 
or to  be.  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

His  Excellency,  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  Fred.  Haldimakd. 

» See  letters  of  Maclean  and  Bobinson,  ante,  353,  354. 
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General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
[No.  17.]  Quebec,  2l8t  October,  1782. 

Sir: — At  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  De  Rauchenplat's  commu- 
nication in  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  him,  I  have  given  permis- 
sion to  Major  De  Wietershiem  (who  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  this 
letter,)  to  proceed  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the  said 
letter,  should  your  Excellertcy  think  fit  to^prove  of  it.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  with  the  highest  regard.  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  Fbed.  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency,  Sir  Guy  CarleUm. 


General  Haldima'nd  to  Sir  Guv  Carleton. 
Duplicate.   The  original  in  cypher.    [No.  18.]    Quebec,  30th  Oct.  1782. 

Sir: — I  was  not  so  fortunate  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember tfntil  the  27th  of  October,  a  season  of  the  year  which  (it  is  unnec- 
essary to  acquaint  Your  Excellency)  does  not  admit  a  possibility  of 
having  a  return  from  Halifax  by  water  to  any  communication  trom  this 
place.  I  cannot  therefore  avail  myself  of  your  orders  tp  Major  General 
Patterson  to  reinforce  me  iipon  my  application ;  such  reinforcement 
(fVom  the  intelligence  Your  Excellency  has  favored  me  with,  corrobor- 
ated by  accounts  from  the  Upper  Country,)  would  at  present  have  been 
very  acceptable,  and  have  enabled  me  to  hush  up  a  stronger  detachment 
than  I  have  done  into  that  country  this  Fall  to  oppose  the  attempts  of 
the  enemy  which  will  naturally  be  on  foot  very  early  in  the  Spring,  long 
before  the  communication  with  this  country  opens.  The*  messengers 
have  received  between  them  35  guineas  and  two  Fusees. 

Fred.  Haldimand. 


Return  af  Prisoners  belonging  to  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania. —  [Nov.  2,  1782.] 


10 


15 


20 


Names  and  Rank. 

John  Boyd,  captain, 

John  Campbell,  colonel, 

Tho.  Stodeling,  captain, 

James  Salmond,    do. 

John  Bitely,     brothers  of  bad 

James  Bitely,       character. 

Dan.  Hull, 

Heny.  Duffjjan, 

Lewis  Field, 

Jno.  Osborne, 

Jos.  Reddell, 

Stephn  Shelton, 

Wm.  Hurst, 

Jas.  Parkenson, 

Hugh  Moore, 

Kiel  Quickley, 

Jno.  Hopkins, 

Wm.  Rookc, 

Mich.  Hare, 

Wm.  Christie, 

Dan  McKinney, 

Christ r  Williams, 

Tho.  Adgeston, 


27 

27 
I  24 

35 


Wliere  and 

Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, 
Ohio, 

Pennsylvania, 
Fort  Edward, 

do. 
Ohio, 
Jenta, 
Ohio, 

do. 
Kentuck, 
Ohio, 

do. 

do. 


23 

21 

22 

28 

33 

25  . 

85!  l^Ohio, 

22 

33 

17 


'  Westmoreland. 

34:  I  Ohio, 


When  taken. 

24th  Aug.  1781. 

April   do. 
18  June  1782. 

do. 
21st  March  1780. 

3  June  1781. 

6  July  1780. 
10  Mar.  1781. 
24  June  1780. 

1        do. 
24  Aug.  '81. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
^82. 
'81. 


•22  Mar. 
28  Aug. 
24  do. 
22  Mar. 
24  Aug. 
d^. 

20  April  '80. 

22  0ctr.    do 

22  Mar.  '82. 

1  April  do. 
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Names  and  Rauk. 

Age.             Where  and 

When  taken. 

Chas.  McGuin, 

20 

Ohio, 

24  Aug.  \S1. 

26 

Jacob  Tiraberman. 

22 

Conagohary, 

1  Aug.  '81. 

Alexr.  Burns. 

45* 

■^ 

21  Aug.  do. 

Robt.  Wilson, 

22 

^Ohio, 

24  do.       - 

Jas.  Hulson, 

21 

22  Mar.  '§2. 

Geo.  Mason, 

23 

24  Aug.  '81. 

30 

Jno.  Burnet, 

38 

' 

15  April  1782. 

Dan.  Asberry. 

21 

8  Feb.  78. 

Geo.  Robertson, 

"  Kentuck, 

28  do.    '82. 

Geo.  Faulkner, 

27 

15  May  '80. 

Wm.  Brooks, 

23 

8  Feb.  '80. 

35 

Jas.  Carttey, 

41 

13  Sept.  ^81. 

Ja^ob  Lawrence, 

20 

24  Aug.    - 

Levi  Tilt, 

28 

25  May     ^^ 

Wm.  Garratt, 

33 

26  Mar.  '82. 

Jno.  Porter, 

30 

22  Aug.  '81. 

40 

Wm.  Mars, 

^Ohio, 

24  do.      " 

Hy.  Franks, 
Elisha  Benedict, 

**    do.      ** 

18 

17  Oct.  '80. 

Wm.  Boffgs, 
Jno.  Neall, 

19 

20  July  '81. 

32 

22  Mar.  '82. 

45 

Jno.  Fitch, 

J 

"  do.     *^ 

Hen.  Goffilin, 

26 

28  Julv  '79. 

Condrick  Cotonuni, 

17 

16  Mar.  '82. 

Rt.  Lyons, 
Jno.  Every, 

33 

31  do.    '79. 

38 

30  do.    '80. 

50 

Dan  Vincent, 

30 

►  Susqhana, 

28  July  '77. 

Peter  Williams, 

28 

-  do:   - 

H.  Gould, 

38 

Beth.  Vincent, 

26 

do. 

Elias  Williams, 

40 

Michl.  Free  land. 

30 

Benedt  Sugder, 
Ludwich  Thomas, 

42 

Horningburn, 
Conasadago, 

7  April  1780. 

20 

23  Oct.       - 

Thomas  Smith, 

22 

Northumberland 

28  July  do. 

Gilbert  Williams, 

20 

Conasadago, 

23  Dec.  1780. 

60 

Jno.  Ore. 

14 

Fort  Pitt, 

Apr.  '82. 

Edwd.  Sherlock, 

20 

Fort  Mcintosh, 

16  Mar.   " 

Petr.  Houghabonc. 

26 

Conacoharv, 

23  Oct.  '80. 

Wm.  Hatch, 

21 

(To.      ^ 

do. 

Josa.  Spencer, 

16 

Butwell, 

3  do.  '81. 

65 

Hy.  Smith, 

17 

Fort  Mcintosh, 

2  Apr.  ** 

Petr  Murray, 

19' 

Conasadago, 

2TOct.  '80. 

iJos.  Petry, " 

29| 

■^ 

26  Feb.  - 

Robt.McConalty, 

25 

22  Mar.  '82. 

Elisha  Freeman, 

48 

^Ohio, 

21  Deer.  '81. 

70 

Peter  Parker, 

24 

19  Mar.      " 

Jacob  Petry, 

29 

26  Feb.      " 

Edwd.  Freeman,  junr. 

17 

21  Dec.      '' 

Rowld.  Potter, 

22    Conasadago, 

23  Oct.  '80. 

Jacob  Smith, 

45   Freehold, 

19  Febv.  '81. 

Presley  Peak, 
Josa.  Collins, 

19    Buffalo  Creek, 

25th  Augt.** 

St.  Duskey, 

5th  June  '82. 

Josh.  Chambers. 

34    Westmoreland, 

7        do.   '81. 

Nicholas 

Mir 

RRAY,  Commissar 

-y  of  Prisoners. 
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Return  of  Prisoners  belonging  to  New  York  and  Nete  England. 

Quebec,  November  2d,  1782. 

Names  and  Rank. 

Age. 

Where  and 

When  taken. 

Cornls.  Atkinson,)      ^"^^ 

Prov.  of  N.York, 

11  Oct.  '80. 
10  do.      '^ 

23  do.       " 

Andw.  Garratt,  ) 

11  do.       - 

5 

Wm.  Lightall,    >■  Ensigns. 

"  do.       " 

Caleb  Benedict, ) 

17  do.       *'     ^ 

Nathan  Brown,  Captain, 

' 

16  July    " 

Pritchnan  [Pilchnan]  Cleves, 

16  June 

Wm.  Graves, 

21  July 

10 

Jno.  Fearon, 
Adam  Revel, 
Jno.  Irvin, 

Licuten- 

• 

do. 

16  June 

do. 

15 

Abrm.  Rowe, 
Tho.  Downing, 
Jno.  Harris,      J 

^     ants. 

Gulf  of 
'  St.  Lawrence, 

7  July 
21  do. 
16  do. 

s 

Dan.  Foster,  Mate, 

16  June 

-  3 

SI.  Hildreth,  Surgn, 

16  do. 

p 

Jacob  Oliver,  Master, 

16  July 

20 

John  Melvin, )  t>  .„^  tic„o 
Paul  Foster,  7  P"f^^^^^«^- 
Aaron  Lee,    )       ^^^' 

do. 

21  do. 

do. 

Ebenezr.  Tarbox,  P.  Master, 

26 

7  July  '80. 

Benjn.  Henderson, 

17 

16  do. 

Jno.  Jacobs, 

15 

>         Gulf  of 

16  do.  '80. 

25 

Nathn.  Brown, 

17 

t  St.  Lawrence, 

do. 

Jas.  Beeth,  [Booth  ?] 
Josh.  Mclnolty, 

22 

Fort  Stanwix, 

2  Mar.   " 

25 

Morland, 

7  June'8L 

Joel  Savage, 

20 

German  Flats, 

7  Sept.   '^ 

SI.  Gates, 

23 

Fort  Ann, 

10  Oct.  '80. 

30 

Jacob  Newkirk, 

53 

Mohawk  River, 

23  do.       *' 

Davd  Patnam, 

26 

German  Flats, 

7  Sept  *81. 

John  Forbes, 

32 

do. 

3  May  '80. 

Ephraira  White, 

38 

Fort  Stanwix, 

4  Mar.  '81. 

Jacob  Cosley, 

42 

Mohawk  River, 

23  Oct  '80. 

35 

Mark  Cosley, 
Tim'y  Franks, 

17 

German  Flat», 

do. 

41 

do. 

11  Mar.  '82. 

Wm.  Garlagh. 

53 

• 

11  June  " 

Peter  Curtner, 
Conrad  Ford, 

56 
22 

►  Mohawk  River, 

11  July    " 
5  do.       '* 

Christr.  Ely, 

53 

J 

21  June  *^ 

Jas.  Vanslack, 
Geo.  Dockleader, 

32 
65 

)■  German  Flats, 

3  Apr.  '80. 
24  Oct     -   • 

Christr.  Miner, 

40 

do. 

Jasper  Edwards, 
Enoch  Wood, 

35 
20 

■  Mohawk  River, 

1 

22  Mar.  '81. 
6  July    " 

Solomon  Smith, 

17 

-  Fort  Ann, 

24  Oct   '80. 

Elisha  Sprague, 

22 

17  Oct     ** 

Elias  Plumer, 

22 

Jancutta  River, 

Oct.        79. 

Benjn.  Napp, 

18 

Fort  Ann, 

10  Aug. '80. 

50 

Oliver  Harwood, 

19 

Fort  George, 

1  Oct  '81. 

Peter  Mellor, 

26 

Sopus, 

19  June '80. 

Jas.  Rose, 

1 

20 

Fort  Stanwix, 

23  Oct     ** 
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Namefi  and  RaniT. 

Peter  McDonald, 
Edw'd  Sawyer, 

55  Wm.  Blameless, 
Jno.  Caldwell, 
Elija  Lawrence, 
Rd.  Larabee, 
D'd  Southwick, 

60  Alex.  Barr, 
Tim'yForce, 
Jno.  Thomas, 
Henry  Wrackley, 
JeremTi  Smith, 

65  Josh.  Bennett, 
Josiah  Holister, 
Alex'r  Henderson, 
Corn's  Vantassel, 
Jas.  Guy, 

70  Tim'yGuy,    • 
Jno.  Foster, 
Jno.  Gifford, 
Xathan  Cherester, 
Jno.  Benalds, 

76  Winslow  Heath, 
Jno.  Hathaway, 
Dav'd  Allen, 
Alx'r  McNutt, 
Hen.  Smith, 

80  Wm.  Gilt, 

Abr'm  Braman, 
Stephen  Lute, 
Seth  Howell, 
Jacob  Dennis, 

85  Rutolph  Caller, 
Bodjah  Hutchinson, 
Jas.  Betts, 
Jos'a  Pal  master, 
Edw'd  Curvin, 

90  Cuthb't  Steel, 
Justman  Roe, 
Chas.  Holman, 
Morris  Keith, 
Paul  Martin, 

95  Abadijah  Virgin, 
Jno.  Allbright, 
T.  Tholp, 
Ob'r  Smkh, 
Steph'n  Ames, 
100  Jno.  Walloral, 
Jacob  Remor, 
Dav'd  Skillerj 
Bajer  Valentme, 
Jno.  Gramer, 
105  Jno.  Brockman, 
Wm.  Bouck, 
Jno.  Willever, 


ao 

18 
22 
18 
20 
19 
24 
46 
32 

23 
22 
28 
24 
35 
25 
34 
24 
21 
20 
26 
37 
26 
36 
20 
19 
28 
28 
21 
45 
54 
21 
26 
22 
60 
22 
18 
25 
58 
18 
40 
23 
21 
25 
24 
19 
38 
22 
19 
37 
26 
17 
45 
22 


Where  and 

When  taken. 

Aug. 

79. 

Ellis'  Mills, 

22  June 

'82. 

Fort  Stanwix, 

23  Oct. 

'80. 

Fort  Ann, 

10 

u 

u 

' 

11 

(( 

(( 

a 

(( 

a 

u 

u 

-Fort  George, 

ft 

ii 

4( 

Ballston, 

17 

44 

"^ 

10 

(( 

(( 

(( 

(( 

(i 

■Fort  Ann, 

u 

fc( 

if. 

fc( 

u 

ii 

- 

u 

U 

>l 

10 

«( 

i& 

i( 

(( 

»i 

>  Fort  Ann, 

u 

u 

(( 

u 

(( 

44 

Fort  Stanwix, 

23 

44 

Mohawk  River, 

24 

44 

Fort  Stanwix, 

2  Mar. 

'81. 

German  Flats, 

24  Oct. 

'80. 

Kingberg, 

2 

Aug. 

'81. 

Royal  Town, 

16  Oct. 

'80. 

Fort  Stanwix, 

2  Mar. 

44 

Ballston, 

17  Oct. 

44 

Fort  Stanwix, 

2  Mar. 

44 

Kingsbury, 

30  June 

44 

Fort  Stanwix, 

23  Oct. 

4i 

3 

u 

'81. 

Fort  Edward, 

12  June 

'82. 

Woods, 

24  Oct. 

'81. 

Fort  Stanwix, 

23 

li 

'80. 

do. 

9 

Aug. 

'81. 

Schoharrow, 

7 

April 

'80. 

' 

28  June, 

'82. 

ii 

(C 

44 

26 

May 

'81. 

u 

(( 

'82. 

-Mohawk  River, 

22  June 
13  May 

'81. 

4k 

26 

April 

'82. 

u 

u 

4k 

1 

Aug. 

44 

J 

24 

May 

'81. 
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115 


120 


125 


130 


135 


140 


145 


150 


155 


Names  and  Rank. 

Philip  Carger, 

Jacob  Carger, 

Conrad  Fletcher, 

Thos.  Shoemaker,' 

George  Edy, 

AndV  Piper, 

Hen.  S hover, 

Law'nce  Harteer, 

Mich.  Stobage, 

Nathn  Bird, 

AlexV  Noel, 

Henry  Shultz, 

Jno.  Shultz, 

John  Coon, 

Jno.  Frisby, 

John  Skilleu, 

Felix  Benedict, 

Wm.  Shultz, 

Jaa.  Gordon, 

Esias  Benedict, 

Thos.  Barnham, 

S'l  Tarrey, 

Nath'l  Leger, 

Jno.  Nealey, 

Jno.  Coughey, 

Silas  McWithes, 

MattV  Claghorn, 

Jno.  Cookeley, 

Jno.  Tubbfl, 

Thos.  Hunter, 

Jacob  Tanner, 

Jno.  Lewis, 

Josh.  Mires, 

Ben.  De  Lene, 

Jas.  Van  Camp, 

Ben.  Clarke, 

Is'c  Keeler, 

Joshua  Drake,  Captain, 

Henry  Covel, 

S'l  Patchin, 

Is'c  Patchin, 

Pregist  Patchin, 

Absalom  Farewell, 

Benj'n  Geer, 

Chas.  Shulton, 

Peter  Timber, 

Jas.  Turner, 

Aaron  Purbeck, 

Jacob  Giere, 

Welcome, 




A««. 

Where  an<k 

When  taken. 

16 

y  Mohawk  River, 

24  Oct. 

'81. 

32 

a       k& 

44 

, 

s 

11  July 

'82. 

18 

) 

22  June 

k4 

24 

>  German  Flats, 

6    ^'    • 

'80. 

21 

22    " 

'82. 

30 

12  Mar. 

'80. 

Ellis'  Mills, 

20  June 

'82. 

18 

Currjstown, 

24  Oct 

'81. 

33 

Crown  Point, 

10  July 

'82. 

28 

15  June 

'80. 

48 

Stonerobin, 

23  July 

'81. 

37 

do. 

u       a 

44 

Pro'ce  N.  York, 

11  Oct 

'80. 

14 

6  Dec. 

'81. 

23 

Bultassel, 

16  April 

'82. 

Pro'ee  N.  York, 

11  Oct 

'80. 

26 

Stonerobin, 

23  July 

'81. 

19 

17  Oct 

'80. 

18 

u       u 

»* 

34 

Ballston, 

U            (4 

44 

29 

Cohohas, 

15  June 

'82. 

27 

Sudburj', 

3  Aug. 

'81. 

28 

F.  Freeland, 

20  July 

'79. 

30 

Salt  River, 

16  April 

'81.       • 

30 

Kingsbury, 

1  ^^.\ 

^* 

64 

18  April 

'82. 

26 

Albany, 

7  Aug. 

(( 

34 

do. 

**       u 

^* 

24 

Corinth, 

a       u 

»*■ 

38 

Curr>stown, 

25  Oct 

'81. 

43 

Caughnawaga, 

u      u 

4t 

21 

do. 

22  May 

'80. 

37 

Johnstown, 

it       u 

79. 

52 

German  Flats, 

3  April 

'80. 

27 

Sudbur)', 

3  Aug. 

'81. 

22 

Fort  George, 
Pro'ee  N.York, 

11  Oct 

'80. 

23  Oct 

44 

22 

Canada, 

7  Sept 

'81. 

26 

Ballston, 

17  Oct 

'80. 

Scoharrow, 

7  April 

44 

24 

do. 

4*            U 

'81. 

Boy,  [Seaman.] 

22 

, 

44 

G.  St  Lawrence, 

July 

'82. 

Mohawk  River, 

'79. 

G.  St.  Lawrence, 

(Remark.)     Lieutenant  of  the  dispatch  had  been  left  as  a  hostage  for 
the  officers  that  went  in  the  cartel  to  Morton. 

Ricn'D  Murray,  Commissary  of  Prisoners, 

Indoi-sed  :  '-Return  of  prisoners  belonging  to  the  Province  of  New 
York  and  New  England."  Quebec,  2d  November,  1782. 
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Gen,  Hdldimand  to  Sir  Ouy  Carleton. 

[No.  19.]  Quebec,  11th  November,  1782. 

Sir :  —  The  prisoners  of  war  have  been  at  length  collected  for  the 
purpose  of  excnange,  and  such  of  them  as  could  not  with  propriety  be 
sent  over  Lake  Champlain,  shipped  on  board  a  vessel  at  this  place  for 
Salem.  I  judged  it  prudent  upon  receipt  of  your  letter,  communicating 
the  resolution  of  an  attack  upon  the  upper  country,  and  hearing  by  a 
rebel  newspaper  that  they  had  broke  up  the  cartel  to  separate  the  pris- 
oners belonging  to  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  &c.,  from  those  of  York  coun- 
try and  neighborhood,  and  send  them  immediately  to  New  York,  under 
convoy  of  His  Majesty's  sloop  Drake,  as  there  are  many  of  them  princi- 
pally interested  in  the  encroachments  upon  the  Indian  country,  and  who 
in  case  the  designs  communicated  in  your  letter  should  take  place,  will 
prove  very  dangerous  enemies  to  us  in  that  quarter.  Of  this  number  is 
a  colonel  Campbell,  a  man  of  abilities  and  influence  and  the  most  determ- 
ined avowed  rebel  we  have  known  here.  The  Indians  in  general,  but 
particularly  at  Detroit,  complain  heavily  of  our  permitting  prisoners  to 
return  to  their  homes  during  the  war,  and  have  frequently  upbraided  us 
with  exposing  them  a  second  time  to  the  resentment  of  the  same  enemy. 
They  are  particularly  anxious  for  the  detention  of  colonel  Campbell,  and 
have  formally  requested  it,  although  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  depart  so 
for  from  the  mstructions  of  the  King's  Minister,  circumstances  unknown 
to  me  may  authorize  it  on  your  part.  I  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  put 
it  in  your  power. 

A  few  prisoners  are  arrived  at  Montreal  from  the  upper  country  which 
cannot  be  sent  by  this  present.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  regard, 
Sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Frbd.  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency^  General  Sir  Ouy  Carleton. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  is  a  duplicate  of  my  last  letter  in  cypher,  and  lists  of 
the  prisoners  of  war  sent  by  this  present  to  New  York  and  to  Boston. 

F.  H. 


Oen.  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

[No.  20.]  Quebec,  November  11, 1782. 

Sir  :  —  My  messenger  returned  by  way  of  Halifax  the  4th  instant,  witli 
your  letter  of  the  9tn  of  September,  a  duplicate  of  the  same,  one  of  the 
25th  of  August,  and  one  of  the  6th  of  September. 

Should  the  King's  service  and  this  province  require  a  reinforcement 
of  troops,  which  it  certainly  will  if  the  invasion  of  the  upper  country 
mentioned  in  your  former  letter  or  the  evacuations  rumored  in  the  colo- 
nies should  take  place,  I  shall  make  the  earliest  application  possible  to 
major-general  Patterson,  in  the  consequence  of  your  instructions  to  hiu:. 
In  either  of  these  events  your  knowledge  of  the  service  of  this  province 
and  of  the  troops  which  in  general  compose  the  army  in  it,  will  point  out 
the  necessity  for  a  strong  reinforcement  and  of  the  best  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  regard,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  Fred.  Haldimand. 

I  take  thfe  liberty  to  inclose  a  letter  for  Lietenant-Colonel  Carleton, 
which  was  sent  after  my  messenger  to  the  Hook. 

46 
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General  Haldimand  to  whom  it  might  concern ;' 

As  the  contents  of  this  dispatch  more  nearly  concern  the  happiness 
of  the  Americans  than  the  King's  service,  1  have  desired  the  messenger, 
in  case  of  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands,  not  to  destroy  but  to  deliver  it 
up,  and  I  here  request  it  may  be  immediatelv  forwarded  to  General 
Washington,  and  expect  that  no  injury  or  insult  be  offered  to  the  mes- 
senger. 

Quebec,  17  February,  1783. 

Fred.  Haldimand. 

[No.  21.]  QuEBEC^ebruary  17th,  1783. 

Sir  : — I  have  verj*  lately  received  letters  from  Brigadier  General  Mac- 
lean, commanding  in  the  upper  country,  accompanied  by  a  speech  from 
the  Six  Nation  Indians,  so  strongly  expressive  of  their  resentment  and 
determination  to  retaliate  .the  late  barbarity  committed  by  the  Virgini- 
ans, and  in  the  total  destruction  of  a  Shawanese  settk  ment,  (Standing 
Stone  Village,)  and  the  indiscriminate  massacre  of  all  its  inhabitants, 
that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  the  King's  service  to  communicate  their  reso- 
lution to  you  for  the  purpose  of  representinff  to  General  Washington  the 
fatal  consequences  which  must  unavoidably  follow  the  unwarrantable 
advantage  which  has  been  taken  of  ray  restraining  (in  consequence  of 
orders  from  the  King's  Minister)  the  light  troops  and  Indians  from  offen- 
sive war  iu  that  quarter.  I  have  employed  every  argument  in  my  power 
to  suggest,  to  dissuade  the  Indians  from  their  puqwse,  at  the  same  time 
cannot  pa^^sively  look  on  and  see  their  country  ravaged,  their  women  and 
children  niurdered  for  the  royal  cause.  I  have  therefore  promised  to 
assist  them  with  troops,  and  by  every  means  in  my  power  to  oppose  the 
incursions  of  the  enemy  into  their  country,  and  1  shaU  most  faithfully 
perform  it.  The  difticulty  and  uncertainty  of  communicating  at  this  dis- 
Umce  with  General  Washington,  prevents  my  addressing  him  myself 
upon  this  interesting  subject,  but  vour  situation  affords  you  a  facility  of 
doing  it  which  I  request  you  will  improve,  should  you,  as  I  do,  think  it 
necessary  for  the  King's  service,  for  which  purpose  L  enclose  to  you  an 
extract  of  a  speech  delivered  by  the  Six  Nations. 

On  the  10th  of  January  I  received  a  duplicate  of  your  letter  of  the 
2Gth  of  October,  acknowledged  in  my  letter  of  the  11th  of  November. 

Reports  have  lately  circulated  here  that  Charleston  is  evacuated  ; 
that  the  French  fleet  and  army  have  departed  for  the  West  Indies  ;  that 
Lord  Howe  has  effectually  relieved  Gibralter  and  obtained  some  advan- 
tage over  the  combined  fleets,  with  many  others  that  may  be  equally' 
true  or  false,  and  which  I  can  neither  confirm  or  contradict,  not  having 
received  the  least  official  communication  from  any  quarter  since  your  let- 
ter of  the  above-mentioned  date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Fred.  Haldimand. 

His  Excellency^  Sir  Quy  Carleton, 

Extract  of  a  speech  delivered  to  Brigadier  General  McLean  by  tJie  prind- 
pal  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians^  assembled  in  Council 
at  Niagara,  the  llth  of  December^  1782.     Tiaguando^  speaker. 
We  thank  the  Great  Spirit  for  this  opportunity  of  meeting  the  general 

and  other  officers  here  assembled  on  this  particular  occasion,  as  it  gives 

*  Doubtless  an  open  letter  sent  by  the  bearer  of  the  dispatch  No.  21. 
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us  the  power  of  laying  before  him  and  Colonel  Butler  the  results  of  our 
deliberations  in  a  late  Council  of  the  Chiefs,  held  at  one  of  our  villages 
in  consequence  of  intelligence  we  received  from  our  brothers  the  Shaw- 
anese,  iiibrming  us  of  tneir  late  misfortune,  their  Lower  Town  having 
been  cut  off  by  the  perfidious  cruel  rebels,  at  a  time  when  they  and  we 
were  forbid  to  go  to  war,  and  directed  to  cease  hostilities  by  the  great 
General  of  your  brother  the  King  of  England,  and  upon  our  agreeing  to 
obey  the  orders  of  the  General,  the  perfidious  rebels  have  taken  the  ad- 
vantage of  our  inactivity,  and  have  come  like  thieves  in  the  night,  when 
the  Shawanese  warriors  were  out  at  their  Hunting  Grounds,  surrounded 
onB  of  their  towns  and  murdered  all  their  women  and  children.  We 
therefore  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  you,  that  you  may  let  the  great  Gen- 
eral know,  that  we  shall  remain  no  longer  idle  and  see  our  brethren  and 
people  destroyed  by  these  cruel  rebels,  since  the  fate  they  have  met  with 
may  be  ours  next,  if  you  do  not  go  to  war  to  prevent  it.  We  therefore 
desire  that  you  will  request  the  great  General  in  our  name  to  assist  us 
heartily  in  sharpening  our  axe. 

We  nave  lately  mentioned  unto  you  the  cruelties  committed  by  the 
rebels  upon  our  young  brethren  the  Shawanese,  and  we  are  persuaded 
there  is  no  reliance  to  be  had  on  the  faith  or  promises  of  the  rebels, 
whose  unparalleled  cruelties  lately  destroyed  the  poor  Moravian  Indians, 
their  near  neighbors,  who  never  went  to  war  against  them  or  any  other 
people  ;  yet  under  the  cloak  of  friendship  they  murdered  them  m  cold 
blooil,  and  reduced  their  bones  to  ashes,  that  the  murderers  might  not 
be  discovered. 

In  the  year  1779,  when  the  rebels  attacked  the  villages  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, their  cruelty  was  equally  great,  for  at  the  Onondago  Town  (of 
which  I  am  one  of  the  principal  chiefs)  they  put  to  death  all  the  women 
and  children  except  some  of  the  young  women,  whom  they  carried  away 
for  the  use  of  their  soldiers,  and  were  afterwards  put  to  death  in  a  most 
shameiul  manner,  yet  these  people  call  themselves  Christians.  We  have 
been  so  long  deceived  by  the  rebels  that  we  can  no  longer  trust  to  their 
words,  and  we  find  by  sad  experience  that  the  enemy  profit  by  the  lying 
styi  and  following  the  advice  of  the  General.  We  are  therefore  resolved 
that  in  future  we  will  act  upon  their  own  principle  and  shew  them  no 
lenity  or  mercy,  and  we  hope  for  assistance  from  the  great  General,  and 
that  he  will  not  find  fault  with  us  for  following  the  example  of  the  rebels, 
and  tho'  we  have  hitherto  in  general  refrained  from  retaliating  their  cru- 
elties, except  in  the  instance  of  Colonel  Crawford,  the  principal  agent  in 
the  murder  of  the  Moravians,  and  he  was  burned  with  justice  andaccor- 
ding  to  our  custom  ;  yet  we  make  no  doubt  that  the  rebels  will  imagine 
that  our  not  going  to  war  proceeds  from  fear.  We  therefore  propose  to 
send  a  flag  to  them  to  acquaint  them  that  we  shall  in  future  follow  the 
example  set  us  by  themselves,  seeing  it  is  their  intention  to  destroy  the 
Indians  and  possess  tjiemselves  of  that  country. 

Gm.  Reidesel  to  Sir  Ghiy  Carleton. 

♦  SOREL,  June  21, 1783. 
Sir  :  —  His  Excellency,  General  Haldimand,  having  permitted  me  to 
send  an  officer  to  New  York  by  land,  I  seize  the  occasion  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  three  letters  from  Your  Excellency  during  the  course  of 
last  year  and  this  spring,  enclosing  a  small  note,  all  which  I  regularly 
answered  by  the  way  of  Halifax  and  Penobscot. 

Your  Excellency's  last  letter  Count  Schononold  delivered  me  the  2nd 
instant.    It  leaves  me  but  little  hope  that  our  prisoners  of  war  can  join 


Digitized  by 


Google 


364  The  Haldimand  Papers. 

us  before  we  leave  this  Province,  as  we  are  now  under  orders  to  march 
on  the  shortest  notice.  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  siding  Lieuten- 
ant Danier,  the  officer  who  will  deliver  this,  to  request  Your  Excellency's 
protection  for  Lieutenant  Reiueking,  the  officer  who  is  now  at  New  York 
and  who  is  to  conduct  our  prisoners  of  war  when  exchanged  to  Germany. 
As  he  is  a  confidential  officer,  1  presume  to  request  Your  Excellency  will 
let  him  have  such  sums  of  money  as  he  may  be  in  need  of  from  time  to 
time,  to  supply  the  Just  demands  of  the  exchanged  soldiers  under  his  com- 
mand. As  our  prisonei*s  have  been  hitherto  dispersed  in  two  diflercnt 
Provinces,  those  of  the  convention  in  Pennsylvania  and  those  of  Ben- 
nington, to  the  7th  of  October,  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  their  being  collects 
ed  together  to  Europe  would  be  of  great  use  to  the  service,  as  it  would  as- 
semble more  officers  to  take  care  of  the  men. 

Your  Excellency  having  always  so  eftectually  protected  His  Serene 
Highness'  my  master's  troops,  he  now  with  every  confidence  of  its  con- 
tinuance gives  them  up  to  Your  Excellency's  goodness. 

Madam  de  Reidesel  as  well  as  myself  are  highly  sensible  of  Your  Ex- 
cellency's kind  recollection  of  them,  and  you  may  be  assured.  Sir,  we 
shall  ever  retain  the  wannest  respect  and  attachment  for  yourself  and 
family. 

I  have  been  honored  with  a  letter  from  Lord  North,  signifying  the 
King's  pleasure  that  we  shall  return  to  Europe,  with  a  most  nattering 
compliment  from  His  Majesty  on  the  condition  of  the  Brunswick  troops 
as  well  as  my  own  during  the  war.  The  transports  have  been  spoken 
with  off  Newfoundland  and  are  daily  expected.  We  shall  embark  imme- 
diately on  their  arrival,  sail  for  Europe,  and  I  hope  to  have  the  agreeable 
opportunity  of  personally  paying  our  respects  to  Lady  ^Maria. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend' in  the  best  manner  to  Your  Excellency  the 
bearer  hereof,  Lieutenant  Danier,  and  as  I  am  very  desirous  of  seeing 
him  again  before  we  sail,  to  know  in  what  situation  our  troops  to  the 
southward  are,  I  request  he  may  be  allowed  to  return  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  most  profound  respect.  Sir,  Your  Excel- 
lency's faith^l  and  obed't  serv't,  Riedesel. 

His  Excellency,  General  Sir  Ouy  Carleton,  cfcc.  <fcc.,  &c 

Indorsed  :  "Major-General  Riedesel  (Sorel,  21  June,  1783,)  to  Greneral 
Sir  Guy  Carleton.     Received  1st  July,  1783." 


Lieut.  Thompson  to  Major  McKenzie. 

Quebec,  June  28th.  1783. 
Sir  :  —  I  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  hfere  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  24th  instant,  having  been  twelve  days  on  the  journey.     I  de- 
livered Sir  Guy  Carleton's  dispatches  to  the  commander-in-chief  of  this 
Province  and  wait  for  orders  to  return. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  your  most  obed't  humble  serv't, 

Henry  G.  Thompson,  Xicui.  of  Artillery. 
Major  MacKenzie,  <fcc.,  dfec. 

Indorsed:  "  Lieutenant^  Thompson,  Royal  Artillery,  Quebec,  28th 
June,  1788.  Received  lOlh  August,  addressed  Major  M!acKeiizie,  bepu- 
ty  Adjutant-General,  New  York." 

General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 

Quebec,  7tb  July,  1783. 
Sir  : — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  4th  and 
6th  ultimo,  (by  Lieutenant  Thompson,)  communicating  His  Majesty's 
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• 
commands  to  you  respecting?  the  return  of  the  German  troops  to  Europe, 
and  have  in  consequence  thereof  determined  to  send  those  belonging  to 
the  Canada  Establishment  directly  to  the  Downs,  instead  of  Canada  as 
it  was  at  first  intended.  Having  received  a  similar  order  respecting  the 
German  troops  here,  1  am  preparing  to  embark  them,  and  as  they  are  to 
rendezvous  in  the  Downs,  they  will  be  joined  by  the  troops  from  the 
southward  belonging  to  them. 

Influenced  by  a  sense  of  the  services  and  sufi'erings  of  the  unfortunate 
loyalists,  and  of  the  cordial  attention  and  assistance  they  met  from  gov- 
ernment, I  have  long  since  taken  every  preparatory  step  in  my  power  to 
afiord  such  of  them  as  are  within  my  knowledge  every  succour  the  Prov- 
ince as  an  asylum  can  produce,  and  if  the  families  mentioned  in  your 
Excellency's  letter  should  continue  in  their  resolution  of  coming  to  this 
country,  they  will  meet  with  the  like  reception.  Confident  that  altho' 
I  have  not  yet  received  any  instructions  upon  that  subject,  my  endeavors 
to  fulfill  His  Majesty's  benevolent  disposition  for  the  protection  and 
relief  of  his  distressed  subjects  will  be  honored  with  his  approbation, 
I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

Fred.  Haldimand. 

To  His  Excellency^  General  Sir  Guy  Carletan. 


Major  Gray  to  Gen.  Haldimand. 

Sir  :  —  My  own  situation,  in  the  loss  of  all  my  property  by  this  rebel- 
lion and  now  left  destitute  to  support  my  family,  makes  me  take  this  lib- 
erty to  beg  Your  Excellency's  interest  for  some  support.  I  have  taken 
the  same  liberty  with  Lord  Amherst,  as  his  Lordship  knew  my  services 
last  war  in  America  under  his  eye.  I  have  entered  the  service  as  an  of- 
ficer in  the  year  '45,  and  served  m  Lord  Loudon's  Regiment  till  reduced 
in  1779,  came  a  Lieutenant  in  the  year  1756  to  this  country,  and  served 
till  the  war  was  over  in  the  42nd  regiment.  Those  services  induced  me 
to  trouble  your  Excellency  for  protection  in  my  old  age. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  i  our  Excellency's  most  humble  servant. 

Major  James  Gray,  Bi.  B.  Beg'U  New  York, 

Montreal,  15th  July,  1783. 


Major  Oray  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

Montreal,  15th  July,  1783. 

Sir  :  —  In  the  absence  of  Sir  John  Johnson,  who  is  lately  gone  to  the 
upper  country  on  public  duty,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  as  well  by 
myself  as  by  the  captains  of  the  first  Battalion  of  the  King's  Regiment 
of  New  York,  from  a  conversation  had  with  Sir  John,  to  atidress  Your 
Excellency  on  the  subject  of  our  situation. 

I  transmit  a  return  of  the  officers'  rank,  name,  and  services,  as  we  do 
another  via  Quebec,  for  Messrs  Bishop  and  Brummell,  agents  for  the 
regiment. 

Nothing  could  have  induced  me  to  take  this  liberty  with  Your  Excel- 
lency but  the  consciousness  we  all  have  felt  that  the^  regiment  was  raised 
by  your  appointment  and  authority  and  fostered  by  your  good  auspices 
so  as  to  be  at  present  estimated  a  respectable  corps. 

We  have  only  to  regret  that  notwitnstanding  this  favorable  commence- 
ment and  our  faithful  services,  we  find  ourselves  in  an  inferior  predicii- 
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ment  to  many  other  late  provincial  corps,  our  juniors  in  military'  stand- 
ing. To  whatever  cause  this  may  be  attributed,  we  persuade  ourselves 
that  when  Your  Excellency  recollects  our  having  been  the  first  regiment 
raised  on  that  establishment,  and  our  constant  duties  since,  it  may  prove 
a  means  of  purchasing  us  that  station  and  attention  which  from  Your 
Excellency's  countenance  and  our  grateful  experience  of  your  past  ap- 
probation, we  were  flattered  with  the  hopes  of  through  our  steady  services 
and  unremitted  endeavors  to  merit  the  continuance  of  your  protection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  on  behalf  of  myself  and  your  oflicers,  Sir,  Your 
Excellency's  most  humble  and  most  obed't  serv't, 

James  Gray,  Major. 

His  Excellency^  Sir  Guy  Carleton. 


General  Haldimand  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

Quebec,  15th  September,  1783. 
Sir  : — On  the  21)th  ultimo  the  last  of  the  transports  with  the  loyalists 
mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  4th  of  June  last  arrived  at 
this  place.     I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  expedite  their  return,  and 
they  will  sail  this  day. 

I  have  ordered  a  passage  for  a  number  of  seamen  who  are  desirous  to 
seek  for  employment  at^ew  York,  having  been  discharged  from  the 
Lake  service  in  this  Province,  and  I  have  permitted  four  families  ot 
loyalists  to  return  to  York  at  their  particular  requests,  finding  themselves 
disappointed  in  the  sanguine  hopes  they  had  formed  of  the  country. 
I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

Fred.  Haldimand. 
His  Excellency^  Sir  €hiy  Carleton. 


John  Porttus  and  others  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 

To  His  Excellency,  General  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Knight  of  the  Bath  and 
Commander-in-Chief  cfcc,  <fcc.,  cfcc: 
Please  Your  Excellency  :  —  We  have  taken  the  liberty  to  request 
of  your  Excellency  a  few  lines  of  recommendation  to  Grovernor  Farr, 
whom  we  have  memorialized  to  grant  us  lots  in  the  town  of  Shelbum, 
on  the  same  footing  as  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Watson,  and  whereto  our 
business  prevents  our  going  till  next  spring. 

We  have  enclosed  your  Excellency  our  memorial  And  wish  to  have  it, 
vrith  your  approbation,  to  forward  with  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Watson,  now 
boond  to  Nova  Scotia,  who  will  present  it. 

We  hope  your  Excellency  will  pardon  our  troubling  you  at  this  late 
hour,  which  our  former  disappointment  was  the  cause  of 

We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  humble  and 
obedient  servants,  John  Porteus, 

Samuel  Douglas, 
Donald  MacLean, 
Thomas  Roach, 
Andrew  Mitchell. 
New  York,  16th  November,  1783. 

Indorsed  :  "  Petition  of  Messrs.  Porteus  and  others  to  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton, November  15th,  1783." 
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Samuel  Williams,  LL.  D.,  is  the  earliest  Vermont  author,  not 
a  party  to  the  negotiation,  whose  opinion  is  preserved.  A  con- 
temporary with  most,  if  not  all,  who  were  in  the  secret  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, he  unquestionably  expressed  their  representation  of  the 
case,  and  that  generally  believed  in  Vermont  at  that  time.  He 
wrote  thus  : 

On  the  part  of  the  British,  it  [the  negotiation]  consisted  of  con- 
stant attempts  and  endeavors  to  persuade  the  leading  men  of  Ver- 
mont to  renounce  their  allegiance  to  the  states  of  America,  and  be- 
come a  British  province.  On  the  part  of  the  gentlemen  of  Ver- 
mont, the  correspondence  consisted  of  evasive,  ambiguous,  general 
answers  and  proposals ;  calculated  not  to  destroy  the  British  hopes 
of  seduction,  but  carefully  avoiding  any  engagements  or  measu^es 
that  could  be  construed  to  be  an  act  of  the  government ;  and  it  had 
for  its  object,  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  at  a  time  when  the  state  of 
Vermont,  deserted  by  the  continent,  and  unable  to  defend  herself, 
lay  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  in  Canada. 

Eight  persons  only  in  Vermont  were  in  the  secret  of  this  corre- 
spondence.' Each  of  them  were  known  to  be  among  the  most  con- 
firmed friends  to  the  American  cause.  They  had  avowed  their 
sentiments  and  embraced  the  cause  of  their  country,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  American  war.  They  had  sufiFered  severely,  often 
borne  arms,  and  done  every  thing  in  their  power,  to  defend  the  in- 
dependence of  the  states ;  and  through  the  whole  of  this  corre- 
spondence, they  gave  the  most  decisive  proofs  that  they  could  not 
be  bought  or  bribed,  by  any  ofiFer  of  wealth  or  honor.^ 

It  maybe  doubted  how  far  such  a  measure  was  justifiable,  in  that, 
or  in  any  other  state  of  things.     On  the  one  hand,  it  may  be  said. 


Mnte,7. 

^Natural  and  Civil  History  of  Vermont,  second  edition,  1809,  Vol.  ii, 
214,  215. 
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when  the  safety  of  all  America  was  in  question,  and  in  much  dan- 
ger, nothing  ought  to  have  been  done  to  encourage  the  enemy,  that 
they  should  be  able  to  divide,  and  thus  subdue  the  continent.  On 
the  other  hand  it  may  be  urged,  that  when  thirty  thousand  people 
were  deserted  by  the  congress,  and  become  the  objects  of  the  in- 
trigues and  policy  of  the  adjacent  states,  it  was  as  justifiable  and 
necessary  for  them,  to  provide  for  their  safety,  as  it  was  for  the 
rest  of  the  continent.  If  there  was  no  other  alternative  for  the 
people  of  Vermont,  than  to  be  divided,  subdued,  and  delivered 
over  to  the  power  of  their  ancient  enemies,  their  leaders  will  not 
be  blamed  for  taking  necessary  and  adequate  measures  to  prevent 
such  an  evil.  In  such  a  situation,  it  was  scarcely  possible  for  the 
people  of  Vermont  to  believe  that  they  could  be  under  any  moral 
obligation  to  sacrifice  themselves,  to  procure  independence  for 
those,  who,  by  the  act  of  their  representatives,  had  rejected  them 
from  their  confederation. 

But  whatever  may  be  thought  respecting  the  propriety  of  such 
policy,  the  event  shewed  that  the  gentlemen  of  Vermont  had 
formed  a  sound  judgment  with  regard  to  the  efifect.  Flattered 
with  the  prospect,  that  they  should  draw  off  a  considerable  part 
of  the  continent  to  their  government  and  measures,  the  British 
carefully  avoided  all  hostilities  against  Vermont,  restored  her 
prisoners,  forbade  their  troops  to  enter  or  attack  her  territory, 
and  considered  the  people  rather  in  the  light  of  friends  than  ene- 
mies.' Thus  while  the  British  generals  were  fondly  imagining  that 
they  were  deceiving,  corrupting  and  seducing  the  people  of  Ver- 
mont, by  their  superior  arts,  address  and  intrigues,  the  wiser  poli- 
cy of  eight  honest  farmers,  in  the  most  uncultivated  part  of  Amer- 
ica, disarmed  their  northern  troops,  kept  them  quiet  and  inoffem- 
sive  through  three  campaigns,  assisted  in  subduing  Comwallis, 
protected  the  northern  frontiers,  and  finally  saved  a  state.' 


*The  correspondence  discloses  the  fact  that  Sii  Henry  Clinton,  gen. 
Haldimand,  and  his  commissioners,  all  counted  the  people  of  Vermont  de- 
cidedly against  them.  Why  then  did  they  persist  in  attempting  to  se- 
cure, by  negotiation  with  the  minority,  what  they  could  easily  have  won 
by  force  ?  The  answer  is  found  in  the  fact  that  the  British  Cabinet  kept 
their  generals  under  instructions,  on  tlie  conciliatory  policy  of  1778-9, 
until,  by  the  capture  of  Cornwallis,  their  military  power  in  America  had 
been  broken.  Force  was  contemplated  against  Vermont  in  April,  1782, 
but  then  it  was  too  late.  On  the  4th  of  that  month  the  British  Cabinet 
had  directed  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  they  were  not  renewed. — 
Ante,  176, 178, 179, 192,  208,  265,  281,  289,  290. 

*  Natural  and  Civil  History  of  Vermont,  Vol.  ii,  215,  216. 
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Among  the  authors  who,  through  strong  sympathy  with  New 
York  in  the  controversy  between  that  state  and  Vermont,  have 
been  somewhat  prejudiced  and  expressed  opinions  adverse  to  the 
negotiation  —  or  at  least  to  the  Vermont  negotiators  —  William 
L.  Stone  is  the  fairest  and  best.  Did  the  facts  in  his  judgment 
warrant  a  more  unfavorable  opinion  than  he  expressed,  surely  it 
would  have  been  recorded,  since,  at  the  time  he  wrote  (1837-8) 
there  was  no  occasion  for  delicacy  or  concealment.  The  old  con- 
troversy had  long  been  settled ;  all  the  parties  to  the  negotiation 
were  dead ;  the  matter  had  passed  into  history,  and  nothing  then 
remained,  as  now,  but  to  form  a  just  judgment  upon  the  facts  re- 
corded. That  Mr.  Stone  formed  an  opinion  as  favorable  as  he 
did  to  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  Vermont  of  that  day,  and 
so  lenient  to  the  few  who  were  personally  engaged  in,  or  cogni- 
zant of,  the  negotiation,  is  in  fact  a  condemnation  of  all  harsher 
judgment,  by  whomsoever  uttered.  In  this  view,  his  opinion  is 
specially  valuable  and  deserving  a  place  in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Stone  added,  from  the  New  York  documents,  only  two  facts 
touching  the  question,  which  have  not  already  been  given  in  this 
volume.  These  are  now  given,  with  whatever  else  beais  upon  or 
is  indicative  of  his  opinion. 

The  fact  has  been  recoMed  (ante^  184,)  that  lieutenant-colonel 
Fairbanks  and  others  were  captured  in  the  then  "West  Union," 
October,  1781,  by  colonel  Van  Rensselaer.  Though  all  but  one 
escaped,  this  fact  was  not  known  on  the  first  report,  it  seems,  for 
on  this  occurrence  Mr.  Stone  wrote : 

Oovemor  Chittenden  to  Capt,  Van  Rensselaer.^ 

Governor  Chittenden  wrote  to  officers  of  New  York,  demanding 
the  release  of  the  prisoners  taken  from  the  Grants — asserting  their 
[Vermont's]  determination  to  maintain  the  government  they  had 
"set  up,"  and  threatening  that,  in  the  event  of  an  invasion  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  New  York  by  the  common  enemy,  unless  those  prisoners 
were  given  up,  they  [  Vermont]  would  render  no  assistance  to  New 
York,  This  letter  also  contained  an  admonition,  ^Hhat  power  was 
not  limited  to  New  York,^^ 


*  Ms.  letter  [said  Mr.  Stone]  from  Thomas  Chittenden  to  captain  Vau 
Rensselaer,  among  the  Gransevoort  papers. 
47 
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On  this  "admonition"  Mr.  Stone  observed : 

This  dark  and  rather  awkward  saying  was  full  of  meaning,  as 
will  appear  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  the  present  chapter. 

Further  he  observed  of  this  period  : 

Meantime  the  government  of  the  Grants  had  effected  an  organ- 
ization of  their  own  militia,  afid  disclosures  had  been  made  to  the 
government  of  New  York^  imputing  to  the  leading  men  of  the  Grants 
a  design^  in  the  event  of  a  certain  contingency^  of  throwing  the  weight 
of  their  own  forces  into  the  scale  of  the  Crown,  The  following  let- 
ter may  be  considered  important  in  this  connexion  : — 

Governor  Clinton  to  General  Gansevoort. 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  Oct.  18,  1781. 

Dear  Sir : — Your  letter  of  the  15th  instant  was  delivered  to  me 
on  the  evening  of  the  16th.  I  have  delayed  answering  it,  in  hopes 
that  the  Legislature  would  ere  this  have  formed  a  quorum,  and 
that  I  might  have  availed  myself  of  their  advice  on  the  subject  to 
which  it  relates ;  but  as  this  is  not  yet  the  case,  and  it  is  uncertain 
when  I  shall  be  enabled  to  lay  the  matter  before  them,  I  conceive 
it  might  be  improper  longer  to  defer  expressing  my  own  sentiments 
to  you  on  this  subject. 

The  different  unwarrantable  attempts,  during  the  Summer,  of  the 
I)eople  on  the  Grants  to  establish  their  usurped  jurisdiction,  even 
beyond  their  former  claim,  and  the  repetition  of  it  (alluded  to  in 
your  letter,)'  in  direct  opposition  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  inju- 
rious to  this  State  and  favorable  to  their  project  of  independence,' 
and  at  a  time  when  the  coming  enemy  are  advancing,  can  only  be 
accounted  for  hy  tvhat  other  parts  of  their  conduct  have  given  us  too 
much  reason  to  expect  —  disaffection  to  the  common  caused  On 
my  part,  I  have  hitherto  shown  a  disposition  to  evade  entering 
into  any  altercation  with  them,  that  might,  in  its  most  remote  con- 
sequence, give  encouragement  to  the  enemy,  and  expose  the  fron- 
tier settlements  to  their  ravages ;  and  from  these  considerations 
alone  I  .have  submitted  to  insults  which  otherwise  would  not  have 
been  borne  with  ;  and  I  could  have  wished  to  have  continued  this 
kind  of  conduct  until  the  approaching  season  would  have  secured  us 
against  the  incursions  of  the  common  enemy.  But  as  from  accounts 
contained  in  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer's  letter,  it  would  appear  that 
the  militia  embodying  under  Mr,    Chittenden's  orders  are  for  the 


*Grov.  Clinton  here  referred  to  the  "East  and  West  Unions." 
•The  Resolution  of  August  20-21, 1781. 

•  Clearly  this  was  mere  suspicion.    The  "conduct"  of  Vermont  is  ftilly 
given  in  this  volume,  by  which  the  justice  of  this  suspicion  can  be  tried. 
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service  of  the  enemy ^  and  that  their  first  object  was  to  make  you 
a  prisoner,  it  would  be  unjustifiable  to  suffer  them  to  proceed.'  It 
is  therefore  mj  desire  that  you  maintain  your  authority  through- 
out every  part  of  yoyr  brigade,  and  for  this  purpose,  that  you  car- 
ry the  laws  of  this  State  into  execution  against  those  who  shall 
presume  to  disobey  your  lawful  orders.  I  would  only  observe 
that  these  sentiments  are  founded  on  an  idea  that  the  accounts 
given  by  Col.  Van  Rensselaer  in  his  letter  may  be  relied  on ;  it 
being  still  my  earnest  desire,  for  the  reasons  above  explained,  not 
to  do  anything  that  will  bring  matters  to  extremities,  at  least  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  campaign^  if  it  can  consistently  be  avoided. 

In  my  last,  I  should  have  mentioned  to  you  that  it  was  not  in 
my  power  to  send  you  a  supply  of  ammunition ;  but,  as  I  had  rea- 
son to  believe  you  had  gone  to  Saratoga,  I  conceived  it  improper 
to  say  anything  on  the  subject  lest  my  letter  might  miscarry.  You 
may  recollect  that  of  the  whole  supply  ordered  by  General  Wash- 
ington, last  spring,  for  the  use  of  the  militia,  five  hundred  pounds 
is  all  that  has  been  received  in  the  state  magazine,  which  you  will 
easily  conceive  to  be  far  short  of  what  was  necessary  for  the  other 
exposed  parts  of  the  state.  With  respect  to  provisions,  it  is  equally 
out  of  my  power  to  furnish  you  with  any,  but  what  the  state  agent, 
who  is  now  with  me,  may  be  able  to  procure. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem.  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obed't 
serv'i,  Geo.  Clinton. 

Brig,  Gen,  Gansevoort,* 

'  On  the  very  day  before  this  letter  wa«  written,  Gen.  Safford,  of  the 
Vermont  militia,  wrote  to  Gen.  Stark  that  in  consequence  of  his  [Stark's] 
request,  he  had  on  the  11th  sent  orders  to  the  militia  in  the  West  Union, 
in  obedience  to  which  lieutenaitt-colonel  Fairbanks  had  mustered  men 
to  march  to  Starts  assistance^  when  Van  Rensselaer  took  them  prison- 
ers. So  Van  Rensselaer's  suspicion  or  conjecture  in  this  instance  was 
flatly  contra<licted  by  Saffbrd.— J.nte,  185. 

*Life  of  Joseph  Brant,  Vol.  ii,  183-18.5.  This  letter  of  governor  Clin- 
ton has  a  very  important  bearing  upon  the  negotiation,  because  it  indi- 
cates that  the  purpose  of  Clinton  was  to  bring  Vermont  into  submission 
to  New  York  by  force,  as  soon  as  that  could  be  done,  or  after  peace  had 
been  made  with  Great  Britain.  The  fact  that  the  Vermont  negotiators 
feared  this,  and  were  greatly  influenced  by  it,  runs  through  the  whole 
negotiation,  coupled  with  the  still  more  alai'ming  apprehension  that  New 
York  would  be  supported  by  Congress.  This  apprehension  led  Ira  Al- 
len to  declare,  in  his  first  interview  with  the  British  Commissioners, 
that  in  case  the  ruling  power  at  the  end  of  the  war  would  not  give  Ver- 
mont '*  a  free  charter,"  her  people  "  would  return  to  the  mountains,  turn 
savages,  and  fight  the  devil,  hell,  and  human  nature  at  large  ;''   and  in 
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In  continuing  this  subject,  Mr.  Stone  stated  the  substance  of  the 
affidavits  of  John  Edgar  and  David  Abeel,  and  of  the  letter  com- 
municated with  them  to  the  assembly  of  New  York  by  gov.  Clin- 
ton, March  21, 1782,  and  quoted  the  governor's  opinion  that  these 
papers,  with  corroborating  circumstances,  "  tend  to  show,  that 
these  criminal  transactioyis  are  not  confined  to  individuals,  but 
have  been  conducted  under  the  sanction  of  that  usurped  govern- 
menty^  To  these  Mr.  Stone  added  a  fair  statement  of  what  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Vermont  State  Papers  and  Ira  Allen's  Political 
History^  [given  in  this  volume  and  volume  one  of  the  Vermont 
Historical  Society  Collections^^  and  proceeded  thus : 

his  last  letter  to  Haldimand  to  suggest  the  danger  that  the  people  in  the 
"West  Union,  proposed  then  to  be  added  again  to  Vermont,  ^' would 
fall  a  prey  to  the  resentment  of  New  York,  assisted  by  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress.'''—A  nte,  110, 283.  March  9, 1781,  in  his  letter  to  the  president  of  Con- 
gress, Ethan  Allen  justified  the  negotiation  to  the  point  of  an  absolute 
cessation  of  hostilities  with  Great  Britain,  on  this  ground  alone,  observ- 
ing that  '*  Vermont,  of  all  people,  would  be  the  most  miserable,  were  she 
obliged  to  defend  the  independence  of  United  claiming  States,  and  they, 
at  the  same  time,  at  full  liberty  to  overturn  and  ruin  the  independence  of 
Vermont.'''  Gov.  Chittenden  and  others  expressed  the  same  idea  in  the 
general  assembly  :  and  this  design  was  imputed  to  the  claiming  states 
in  the  "defense  of  the  East  and  West  Unions,"  Jan.  1782.— Ante,  105, 
122,  235.  Other  citations  could  be  made  to  the  same  effect,  but  these 
amply  show  the  danger  which  the  Vermont  negotiators  apprehended,  and 
gov.  Clinton's  letter  proves  that  the  apprehension  was  well  founded. 

^  Ante,  256-258.  Once  more  the  governor  was  in  error  :  nothing  was 
ever  sanctioned  by  the  '*  government "  of  Vermont  but  negotiations  for 
the  exchange  of  prisoners,  all  else  having  been  rigidly  ''  confined  to  indi- 
viduals.'- Moreover,  had  the  Vermont  government  absolutely  agreed  to 
everything  alleged  and  suggested  in  the  papers  referred  to  by  Clinton, 
the  transaction  would  not  have  been  "criminal,"  except  on  Clinton's  the- 
ory that  Vermont  belonged  to  New  York  and  the  Vermont  government 
was  "  usurped."  In  fact,  however,  Vermont  was  then  independent  of 
New  York,  congress,  and  all  other  authority,  and  as  a  sovereign  state 
had  the  right,  under  the  law  of  nations,  to  negotiate  with  any  other  sov- 
ereign. This  right  was  asserted  by  gov.  Chittenden  and  the  Aliens,  to 
congress,  to  Washington,  to  New  York,  to  the  New  England  states,  and 
to  Haldimand,  and  the  negotiation  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners  was  an 
actual  exercise x>f  it.  The  farther  negotiation  wa«  not,  because  it  was 
never  authorized  by  the  government  of  Vermont,  and  never  carried  so 
far,  by  the  individuals  concerned  in  it,  as  to  require  the  Vermont  govern- 
ment to  act  upon  it,  either  by  approval  or  r<yection. 
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Every  close  reader  of  American  history  is  aware  that  there  was 
a  correspondence  of  some  description,  between  the  leaders  of  the 
people  occupying  the  New  IIam[)shire  Grants  and  the  common  en- 
emy, during  the  latter  years  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  But 
neither  the  precise  character,  nor  the  extent,  of  that  correspond- 
ence, has  been  generally  understood ;  while  it  has,  for  obvious 
reasons,  been  the  desire  of  those  most  directly  concerned  in  those 
matters,  to  represent  the  whole  as  a  game  of  dissembling  with  an 
enemy  who  had  attempted  to  tamper  with  the  patriotic  sons  of  the 
Green  Mountains.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  in  the  secret  proceed- 
ings of  the  Vermont  conspirators,  that  the  key  is  found  to  the 
mysterious  movements  of  the  enemy  on  Lake  Champlain,  which 
had  so  greatly  harrasscd  the  American  commanders  at  the  north 
during  that  Autumn.  It  was  known  that  St.  Leger  was  upon  the 
lake  in  great  force ;  and  having  landed  at  Ticonderoga,  to  all  hu- 
man calculation  an  invasion  was  intended,  which  the  country  was 
ill  prepared  to  resist.  At  times  he  was  apparently  balancing 
upon  what  point  to  move.  With  the  means  of  striking,  he  did  not 
strike :  and  his  dilatoriness,  and  apparent  indecision,  were  alike 
inexplicable.  The  effect  was  to  keep  the  northern  part  of  the 
state  in  constant  alarm,  and  to  harrass  the  militia  by  frequent  calls 
to  the  field,  against  an  enemy  hovering  upon  the  sliore  of  the  lake, 
always,  apparently,  just  ready  to  make  a  descent,  and  yet  idling 
away  the  season  without  further  demonstration.  Much  greater 
quietness  might  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  New  York,  so 
far  as  the  common  enemy  was  concerned,  had  it  been  known  that 
hin  handa  were  fettered  by  an  armiHtice  with  a  contiguous  territory^ 
claiming  to  l)e  an  American  state,  and  professing  at  the  same  time 
to  be  at  oiKjn  war  with  the  self-same  enemy  with  whom  the  govern- 
ment of  the  said  territory  was  at  that  moment  in  secret  alliance.' 

Were  this  to  be  construed  into  a  complaint,  that  by  the  conceal- 
ment of  the  armistice  New  York  had  been  needlessly  alarmed,  it 
would  be  pertinent  to  reply,  that  ''  the  conspirators  "  might  well 
he  thanked  for  spanng  that  state  from  an  actual  attack,  when  Mr. 
Stone  confesses  that  it  was  ill  prepared  to  resist.  This  is  indeed 
indirectly  admitted.  Mr.  Stone  only  explained  what  at  the  time 
was  a  mystery.  It  is  in  a  note  to  this  statement  that  Mr.  Stone's 
opinion  of  the  Vermont  negotiators  is  given.  After  stating  that 
Mr.  Sparks  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  earlier  writers,  that  the 

*Not  havin*^  the  whole  history,  Mr.  Stone  fell  into  gov.  Clinton's  en*or. 
Neither  were  therelorc  blamable.  Knowing  that  there  was  a  negotiation, 
the  inference  that  i!  was  official  wa«  natural,  though  erront  ous. 
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negotiation  was  "  a  game  of  dissembling  with  an  enemy  who  had 
attempted  to  tamper  with ''  them,  Mr.  Stone  declared  : — 

The  author  certainly  agrees  with  Mr.  Sparks  in  the  opinion  that 
'*  there  was  never  any  serious  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Ver- 
montese  to  listen  to  the  British  proposals."  But  with  great  def- 
erence, after  a  full  examination  of 'the  case,  the  same  cannot  be 
said  of  the  leaders  of  the  Yermontese.  Tliet/  had  determined  that 
New  York  should  be  dismembered  ;  and  if  they  could  not  force 
themselves  into  the  confederation  as  a  State,  they  were  willing  to 
fall  back  into  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  as  a  Colony.  But  it  is 
very  certain,  from  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  the  Grants  when 
they  heard  of  St  Leger's  regrets  at  the  killing  of  the  sergeant, 
that  thet/  were  prepared  for  no  such  arrangement.' 


»  Life  of  Joseph  Brant.  Vol.  ii,  203,  204.  This  tribute  to  tho  patriotism 
and  fidelity  of  the  people  of  Vermont  is  m11  the  more  valuable  because  of 
the  exception  of  tbeir  ''  leaders,''  which  Mr.  Stone  felt  compelled  to  make. 
Ordinarily,  the  leading  men  (if  a  state  not  only  give  it  their  own  charac- 
ter wherever  they  are  known,  but  actually  shape  the  opinions  and  con- 
duct of  its  people  :  so,  if  Mr.  Stone  was  correct,  Vermont  presented  the 
rare  instance  of  a  consiituency  uninfluenced  by  *'  the  leaders"  they  had 
selected.  The  truth  however  was,  that  no  such  difference  existed  be- 
tween leaders  and  peoj)le.  There  were  uo  truer  or  braver  friends  to  the 
cause  of  America  than  the  Vermont  'Meaders"  in  the  Haldiraand  nego- 
tiation. Their  attachment  to  it  and  preference  for  it  were  avowed  dur- 
ing the  negotiation,  not  only  to  Washington,  and  congress,  and  the 
neighboring  states,  hut  to  the  British  commissioners,  and  to  General  Hal- 
diinand  himself,  at  the  very  time  they  were  entertaining  the  British  prop- 
ositions. At  the  first  interview  with  tlu?  commissioners,  Ii-a  Allen  said: 
"  he  should  not  deny  but  principle  inclined  him  and  Vermont  in  general 
for  the  success  of  America^  hut  interest  and  self-preservation  (if  congress 
continued  to  t)i»press  them,)  more  strongly  inclined  them  to  wish  for  the 
success  of  Great  Britain,  and  fight  like  devils  against  their  oppressors,  be 
they  who  they  might."  Inclined  them,  against  their  principles,  in  a  certain 
contingency:  that  is  all  there  vva.s  of  that.  Rei)eatedly  this  was  said  to 
the  British  commissioners. — [Ante,  112,  110,  117.]  Gen.  Haldimand  so 
understood  the  matter,  and  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Aug.  2,  1781,  a-s 
to  Vermont  :  "  they  have  likewise  acknowledged  a  preference  for  congress, 
provided  they  are  admitted  in  alliance  as  a  fourteenth  state."— [^jUc,  151.] 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Stone,  that  the  *'  leaders  "  were  willing  to  fall  back 
as  a  British  Colony,  in  case  Vermont  was  not  admitted  to  the  Union,  is 
negatived  b}'  the  tact,  that  for  eight  years  — 1783  to  1791  —  this  very 
contingency  existed  ;  Vermont  was  neither  in  the  American  Union 
nor  a  British  Colony  :  so  she  «lid  not  '*  fall  back."  The  expressions  of 
the  Aliens  favorahle  to  Vermont  becoming  a  British  Province,  &c.. 
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A  reply  to  Mr.  Stone  was  published  in  1846  by  Hon.  Daniel  Chip- 
man,  who  was  a  lad  at  the  time  the  negotiation  was  made,  but  of  • 
which  he  had  all  the  knowledge  his  older  brother — Flon.  Nathaniel 
Chipman— could  give  him  The  latter  commenced  his  professional 
career  in  Vermont  in  1779,  then  l>eing  in  his  twenty-sixth  year. 
The  fact  is  stated  that  he  was  not  of  the  Chittenden  party — being 
then,  doubtless,  as  he  was  ever  afterward,  a  staunch  Federalist — 
but  on  one  occasion  he  was  admitted  to  the  governor's  confidence 
and  assisted  in  drafting  pai)ers  to  be  reported  to  the  general  as- 
sembly, touching  the  negotiation.  It  may  fairly  be  presumed, 
therefore,  that  Nathaniel  Chipman  had  been  himself  prepared  for 
this  work,  by  assurances  that  the  negotiation  was  intended  for  the 
common  benefit  of  Vermont  and  the  country,  and  that  Haldimand 
was  amusing  himself  with  expectations  that  were  to  be  disappointed. 
Thus  Daniel  Chipman  was  led  to  adopt  this  as  his  own  interpreta- 
tion. The  editor  of  this  volume  is  constrained  to  say  that  he 
rejects  the  idea  that  Chittenden  and  the  Aliens  were  guilty  of  de- 
liberate deception.  The  documents  in  this  volume  will  warrant 
a  more  charitable  judgment,  and  it  should  be  remembered  that,  as 

should  be  construed  by  the  possible  contiugencies  in  view  of  which  they 
were  made.  If  congress  were  to  decide  iigainst  Vermont  and  unite  with 
New  York  in  war  upon  her,  the  Aliens  and  their  associates  wanted  and 
doubtless  depended  on  the  alliance  and  aid  of  Great  Britain  for  defense ; 
and,  in  the  last  extremity,  if  protection  to  the  state  and  to  their  property 
could  be  secured  only  by  making  Vermont  a  British  Province,  they  prob- 
ably would  choose  that  rather  than  lose  their  all. — [Thompson's  Vermont^ 
Part  II,  67.]  Ira  Allen  was  once  represented  as  saying  [ante,  115,]  that 
"  he  and  his  family  have  large  fortunes  which  they  do  not  intend  to  lose, 
if  there  is  a  possibility  of  saving  them.  At  all  risks  he  is  determined 
that  congress  shall  not  have  the  parceling  of  his  lands  to  their  avaricious 
minions,'' — a  remark  more  likely  then  to  have  referred  to  New  York. 
If  Great  Britain  were  to  prevail  in  the  general  contest,  and  all  the  states 
were  again  to  become  British  Provin  :es,  they  desired  to  have  Vermont 
a  separate  Province, — at  least,  separate  from  New  York.  But  in  the  third 
contingency,  of  the  recognition  of  Vermont  as  an  independent  state  by 
Congress,  is  to  be  found  the  one  they  preferred  to  all  others,  both  from 
principle  and  interest.  For  this,  they  offered  to  bear  Vermont's  portion 
of  the  expense  of  the  war,  and  give  all  possible  aid  for  the  independence 
of  the  nation.  This  having  been  declared  to  Congress,  and  avowed  by 
them  to  Haldimand,  ought  to  be  a  sutRcient  answer  to  all  aspersions  of 
their  patriotism. 
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now  gathered  and  published  complete,  they  were  never  seen  by 
the  Chipmans,  as  they  never  were  in  the  possession  of  Ver- 
mont until  brought  tliere  in  copies  of  the  Haldimand  Papers^  fur- 
nished by  Jared  Sparks  to  Henry  Stevens.  Mr.  Sparks  had 
seen  all  the  papers,  and  he  characterized  the  proceedings  of  the 
Aliens  as  being  '"  the  allotvahle  ntratayeinH  of  war^^  On  this 
point  there  is  a  fact  which  is  entitled  to  much  weight.  The  secret 
negotiation  was  avowedly  conducted  on  the  honor  of  gentlemen  ; 
and  though  general  Haldimand  confessed  that  he  was  sometimes 
doubtful  of  the  real  views  or  intentions  of  the  Vermont  negotia- 
tors, he  never  complained  that  they  had  transcended  the  bounds 
of  diplomatic  license,  never  charged  them  with  personal  dishonor. 
On  the  contrary,  while  the  necessity  for  diplomacy  lasted,  they 
played  their  part  so  fairly,  that  at  its  close  general  Haldimand 
entertained  no  sentiment  but  friendship,  for  the  negotiators  per- 
sonally, and  for  Vermont.^* 

.    '  Sparks' s  American  Biography,  Vol.  i,  841,  hereinafter  quoted. 

^Ante,  336.  Vt.  Hist  Col,  Vol.  i,  407,  468.  The  two  letters  most  lia- 
ble to  criticism  in  this  respect  are  Ethan  Allen's,  June  16,  1782,  (ante, 
275,)  and  Ira  Allen's,  July  11  of  the  same  year,  (ante,  283.)  Congress 
had  again  rejected  Vermont  —  or  could  not  admit  her  —  in  April  preced- 
ing, (ante,  261.)  Vermont  was  prei)ared  and  determined  to  enforce  her 
authority  in  Windham  county,  in  violation  of  the  resolutions  of  congress, 
which  might  provoke  war  from  that  quarter,  or  at  least  from  New  York  ; 
and  from  both  sources  force  had  been  threatened  before,  as  well  as  by 
New  Hampshire,  and  was  threatened  afterward,  (ante,  221,  240, 243,  271, 
311.)  Finally,  at  the  date  of  these  letters  Haldimand  was  prepared  to  in- 
vade the  state,  (ante,  265, 273, 281.)  In  this  alarming  crisis,  Ethan  Allen 
wrote  to  Haldimand,  taking  the  ground  that  Vermont  did  not  belong 
"either  to  the  confederacy  or  to  the  controversy,"  [the  war  betw:een  the 
United  States  and  England,]  but  was  *^a  Neutral  Bepuhlic.''''  He  de- 
sired a  little  time  ''  to  bring  about  a  further  and  more  extended  connec- 
tion in  favor  of  the  British  interest,''  (meaning,  probably,  for  consultation 
with  Ira  Allen  and  other  leading  men,  then  attending  the  legislature  at 
Windsor,)  and  for  himself  promised  to  "do  every  tiling  in  my  [his]  power 
to  render  this  state  a  British  province."  Ira  Allen  at  Quebec,  three 
weeks  later,  adopted  the  same  policy.  He,  too,  wanted  time,  and  he  was 
bold  enough  to  ask  for  time  sufficient  to  make  a  search  in  England  for 
Skene's  charter,  which,  *'  if  it  could  be  procured,  would  much  facilitate  the 
present  negotiation,"  by  again  effecting  the  West  Union.  He  then  rep- 
resented that  the  governor  and  council  were  [at  that  time]  so  fully  eon- 
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With  this  caution,  the  views  of  Daniel  Chipman  are  now  given, 
as  follows : 

It  has  become  a  matter  of  history,  and  is  generally  known,  that 
at  the  session  of  the  legislature  holden  at  Charlestown,  in  October, 

vinced  of  the  evil  designs  of  congress  and  of  the  necessity  of  re-uniting 
with  Great  Britain,  that  they  were  ''  determined  at  all  events  no  obsta- 
cles shall  prevent  their  endeavors  t«  accomplish  it/'  He  then  indicated 
the  mode  in  which  their  endeavors  were  to  be  made  :  '*  1  would  therefore 
in  behalf  of  my  employers  propose/'  Ac,  and  he  proposed  that  Haldimand 
should  write  for  Skene's  charter.  A  reply  from  England  could  not  be  got 
probably  before  navigation  would  have  been  closed,  so  this  would  bridge 
over  the  negotiation  till  the  spring  of  1783.  In  the  mean  time  exertions 
were  to  be  made  for  a  private  resuscitation  of  the  West  Union, —  to  raise 
troops  in  New  England  to  be  put  under  Ilaldimand's  direction, —  and  to 
enlist  an  interest  in  ]N"ew  England  men  by  selling  them  lands  on  the  fron- 
tiers. Allen  then,  on  his  own  respons-bility,  suggested  that  Haldimand 
should  offer  *'an  immediate  recognition  of  Vermont  by  a  secret  treaty,  to 
be  signed  and  ratified  by  gov.  Chittenden,  gen.  Allen,  and  the  council, 
declaring  Vermont  a  British  Province  and  engaging  to  use  every  pru- 
dent measure  to  promote  his  majesty's  government  until "  Haldimand 
could  '*  protect  them  in  a  public  declaration.''  But  Ualdbnand  must  pro- 
pose  this  ;  Allen  had  no  authority  to  do  it.  All  he  could  say  was,  that  he 
was  persuaded  such  an  offer  "  would  be  acceptable  to  the  governor  and 
legislative  authority  of  Vermont.''  And  well  it  might  be,  as  it  would 
save  them  from  an  invasion  by  Haldimand  for  the  time  being,  and  bind 
the  assembly  to  nothing  until  it  should  have  ratified  it.  After  disavowing 
any  official  authority,  Allen  alleged  that  he  was  sent  **  by  gov.  Chitten- 
den, gen.  Allen  and  their  privy  council,  to  negotiate  a  re-union,  and  pri- 
vately authorized  to  engage,  in  behalf  of  Vermont,  that  the  authority  and 
most  of  the  populace  in  that  state  are  desirous  to  become  a  British  state 
on  the  conditions  proffered  by  "  Haldimand.  To  one  convinced  that  the 
most  of  the  populace  were  of  a  different  sentiment,  unless  they  were  for 
the  time  panic-stricken,  this  looks  like  lying  :  but,  diplomatically  scruti- 
nized, the  interpretation  is  not  that  Allen  actually  affirmed  the  fact  to  be 
so,  but  that  he  was  "  privately  authorized  to  engage  that  the  authority,'' 
AC.  He  did  not  affirm  it ;  and  as  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  he 
cautiously  said,  that  they  were  ''  convening  for  the  purpose  [Allen's  pur- 
pose, and  perhaps  that  of  his  party,]  of  procuring  a  vote  in  favor  of  gou- 
emmenVs  neutrality  until  the  former  [treaty  to  be  proposed]  could  be  main- 
tained and  supported.""  This  was  Ethan's  idea,  and  the  peculiar  phrase- 
ology of  Ira  fairly  implies  that  the  favor  of  the  populace  to  the  British, 
which  he  had  been  authorized  **  to  engage,"  was  yet  to  be  secured.  It 
needed  time  to  bring  them  over.  The  gist  of  the  whole  was  :  neutral- 
ity, which  meant  peace  —  time — further  negotiation  ;  and  Allen  gained  his 
48 
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1781,  Gov.  Chittenden  received  a  despatch  from  Gren.  St.  Leger, 
making  an  excuse  for  the  killing  of  Tupper,  an  American  sergeant, 
by  a  British  scout;  and  which  necessarily  disclosed  the  secret 
armistice,  which  had  sometime  before  been  agreed  on,  between  the 
executive  of  this  state  and  the  governor  of  Canada.'  The  con- 
t-ents  of  the  despatch  had  in  some  way  become  known  to  certain 
individuals  who  were  not  in  the  secret.  This  at  once  produced  a 
high  degree  of  excitement,  and  raised  a  clamor  which  it  was  nec- 
essary to  silence  without  delay.  And  no  other  mode  of  doing  this 
occurred  at  the  time  but  that  of  remoulding  the  despatch,  leaving 
out  everything  which  related  to  the  armistice,  so  that  it  might  be 
communicated  to  the  legislature.  At  this  time  there  were  two 
parties  in  the  state.  At  the  head  of  one  party  was  Governor 
Chittenden,  Ira  Allen  and  others,  called  the  old  corps.  Nathaniel 
Chipman  was  ranked  with  the  opposition,  yet  Governor  Chittenden 
had  such  confidence  in  his  talents  and  patriotism,  that  he  commit- 
ted the  despatch  to  him  for  revision  ;  which  task  he  speedily  per- 
formed, and  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  For  when  the  revised  des- 
patch was  read  in  the  assembly,  they  were  satisfied  that  their  sus- 
picions had  been  without  foundation  ;  the  excitement  was  allayed, 
and  the  legislature  proceeded  with  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
session.  It  will  be  proper,  in  this  place,  to  make  some  remarks 
upon  this  secret  negotiation  with  the  governor  of  Canada,  for  the 
subject  of  this  memoir  was  connected  with  it. 

Certain  historians,  unacquainted  with  the  early  history  of  this 
state,  have  not  scrupled  to  charge  Governor  Chittenden  and  his 
compatriots  with  treason  against  the  United  States,  for  entering 
into  a  secret  negotiation  with  their  enemies,  with  the  intention  of 
joining  the  British  in  the  war  of  tlie  revolution — a  charge  with- 
out the  least  foundation  in  fact.  And  should  the  present  genera- 
end  :  Haldimand  did  write  to  England  for  iustructious. — [Anle^  289.] 
There  were  several  promises  which  Ira  Allen  said  he  was  authorized  to 
make,  but  did  not  make,  and  Etlian's  promise  to  ''  do  all  in  his  power/' 
<&c.,  was  in  fiUuro,  Had  Haldimand  offered  the  treaty  as  suggested,  all 
the  promises,  made  or  authorized  to  be  made,  might  have  been  tested, 
and  then  it  would  have  appeared  whether  the  Aliens  were  or  were  not 
deceptive  or  untruthful.  Whether,  if  the  contingency  of  war  with  Con- 
gress or  New  York  had  occurred,  every  promise  or  suggestion  in  both 
letters  would  have  been  literally  fulfilled,  or  the  Aliens  in  that  event 
intended  to  fulfill  them,  is  a  question  to  which  the  answer  must  be  conjec- 
tural only.  The  Aliens  were  not  tested.  Haldimand  dared  not  offer  the 
treaty  without  authority  from  lord  Shelburne,  and  the  pacific  policy  of 
the  new  British  cabinet  superseded  the  necessity  for  further  negotiation. 
*  This  was  a  verbal  agreement  by  Ira  Allen,  whose  official  authority 
was  to  treat  only  for  an  exchange  of  prisoners. — Ante,  107, 109-10, 118-19. 
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tioa  sufifer  this  stain  to  rest  on  the  characters  of  our  fathers,  so 
distinguished  among  that  band  of  patriots  who  achieved  our  inde- 
pendence, it  would  indicate  a  degeneracy  which  they  have  not  yet 
reached.  Facts,  which  have  ever  been  known  to  the  people  of 
this  state,  will  convince  every  unprejudiced  mind  that,  not  only 
were  Governor  Chittenden  and  the  executive  council  of  this  state 
actuated  by  the  purest  patriotism,  but  that  their  sagacity  and  wis- 
dom were  remarkably  conspicuous  through  the  whole  of  the  ne- 
gotiation, from  the  commencement  to  its  close ;  a  period  of 
several  years ;  and  that  it  proved,  as  they  intended  and  foresaw 
it  would  prove,  as  beneficial  to  the  United  States  as  to  the  people 
of  this  state. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war,  the  people  on 
the  New  Hampshire  grants  were  more  united  in  defence  of  the 
country,  than  the  people  in  any  one  of  the  then  United  States.  A 
less  proportion  of  tories  were  found  among  them  than  were  found 
in  the  other  states.  The  causes  of  this  are  obvious  to  those  who 
are  intimately  acquainted  with  our  early  history.  Great  numbers 
of  the  early  settlers  on  the  New  Hampshire  grants,  were  of  the 
sect  of  new-lights  or  separates,  who  fled  from  persecution  in  the 
New  England  States,  and  found  an  asylum  here,  where  they  en- 
joyed their  religious  liberty.  And  history  informs  us  that  every 
people  on  earth  who  have  by  persecution  been  forced  to  contend 
for  their  religious  liberty,  have  ever  been  prepared  to  contend 
with  equal  perseverance  for  their  civil  rights.  Accordingly,  in 
the  contest  with  Great  Britain  for  our  civil  and  political  rights, 
this  sect  of  Christians  in  the  New  Hampshire  grants  were  firmly 
united  in  the  cause  of  their  country.  It  is  believed  there  was  not 
a  single  exception.' 


*  The  following  is  important,  as  indicating  the  opinion  of  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  men  of  New  York  of  that  day.  Mr.  Livingston  was 
a  delegate  in  the  continental  congress  of  1777,  and  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee for  draughting  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence.  He 
was  a  delegate  also  from  1779  to  1781,  and  at  the  date  of  this  letter  was 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Aftairs,  in  which  capacity  the  letter  was  written  to 
Dr.  Franklin,  who  was  then  American  Minister  to  France.  The  letter 
was  diplomatic^  of  course,  aimed  to  defeat  any  advantage  Great  Britain 
might  hope  to  gain  by  representing  that  Vermont  was  about  to  return  to 
her  allegiance  ;  but  doubtless  Mr.  Livingston  gave  his  own  opinion  of 
the  case,  derived  from  explanations  made  to  the  continental  government. 
Bobt.  B.  Livingston  to  Dr.  Franklin.  —  [Extract.] 

Philadelphia,  13  Feb'y,  1782. 

TVe  have  not  a  word  of  intelligence  to  communicate,  unless  it  be  some 
little  disturbances  in  the  country,  which  has  been  distinguished  by  the 
names  of  N.  H.  Grants  and  Vermont ;  and  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
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Add  to  this,  that  the  people  of  this  territory  had  for  a  numl)er 
of  years  been  united  and  organized  in  opposition  to  the  unjust 
claim  of  New  York,  and  had  thus  far  been  successful.  When 
therefore  their  rights  were  invaded  from  another  quarter,  they 
were  perfectly  prepared  for  resistance.  They  had  no  habit  of 
quiet  submission  to  the  powers  that  be,  to  be  broken  up,  but  were 
already  harnessed  for  the  conflict.  Still  further,  the  government 
of  Great  Britain  had  decided  that  this  territory  was  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  New  York.  Nothing  therefore  was  to  be  expected 
from  that  government  but  a  confirmation  of  the  New  York  title, 
should  the  United  States  fail  of  establishing  their  independence. 
On  the  other  hand  they  had  reason  to  hope,  that  if  the  United 
States  should  achieve  their  independence,  the  claim  of  New  York 
would  be  set  aside,  and  Vermont  would  become  an  independent 
state.'  Such  a  people,  thus  situated,  could  not  but  be  united  as 
they  were  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  and  support  it  as  they 
did  to  the  last  with  unabated  ardor.  Could  such  a  people  have 
been  influenced  to  join  their  enemies  ?  a  step  forbidden  alike  by 
patriotism  and  by  self-interest. 

Again,  after  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  the  capture  of  Bur- 
goyne,  scarce  a  doubt  was  entertained  that  the  tFnited  States 
would  achieve  their  independence.      In  what  situation,  then,  was 

mention  to  you,  since  the  facilitv  with  which  the  British  deceive  them- 
selves, and  the  address  with  w  hich  they  deceive  others,  may  render  it  a 
matter  of  moment  in  Europe,  though  in  fact  it  is  none  in  America,  The 
bulli  of  the  people  of  that  country  are  ''New  England  Presbyterian  Wkigs.^' 
Some  of  those  m  the  possession  of  the  powers  of  government  have  more 
address  tlian  principle.  Finding  themselves  exposed  to  inroads  from 
Canada,  they  have  tami)ered  with  that  government,  and  pretended  to  be 
willing  to  form  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with  them  during  the  war,  and  to 
return  to  the  obedience  of  Britain  on  a  peace.  This  has  had  the  effect 
they  intended,  and  in  some  measure  defeated  an  expedition,  which  the 
enemy  made  last  year,  and  retained  their  main  body  in  inaction  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  while  the  parties  they  sent  to  the  westward  were  beaten  and  dis- 
persed by  our  militia.  The  secret  has  been  discovered,  is  denounced  by 
the  people,  and  such  measures  are  now  taken,  that  by  the  time  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  his  Council  (before  whom  the  propositions  now 
lie)  have  formed  a  plan  in  consequence  of  them,  they  will  be  made  the 
means  of  drawing  them  into  new  ditficulties. —  Franklin's  Writings. 
Vol.  TX,  162.     S2)ark8'8  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  Vol.  iii,  3()0. 

^  Doubtless  these  expectations  were  entertained  previous  to  the  negoti- 
ation, but  in  the  course  of  it  the  Vermont  negotiators  proposed  to  guard 
against  the  first  contingency  by  having  Vermont  secretly  recognized  as  a 
separate  Province^  and  against  the  possible  hostility  of  the  confederacy  by 
securing  Great  Britain  as  any  ally.  But,  in  diplomatic  pai-lance,  the 
treaty,  suggested  July  11, 1782,  wa8  "  preliminary"  or  *'  conditional,''  the 
condition  being  that  Vermont  reserved  to  herself  the  ultimate  decision — 
as  in  the  articles  for  the  east  and  west  unions.    Both  mark  the  same  hand. 
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Vermont  to  be  placed  by  this  secret  negotiation  ?  Was  she  to  be- 
come a  British  province,  or  was  she  to  be  an  independent  state 
under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain  ?  In  other  words,  in  case 
of  a  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  was  this 
to  be  made  the  common  fighting  ground,  and  the  inhabitants  ex- 
posed to  l3e  plundered  l)y  both  armies  ? 

I  had  proceeded  thus  far,  calculating  to  conclude  the  subject  with 
some  brief  remarks  —  believing  that,  from  what  has  been  said,  it 
would  be  admitted  by  all,  that  there  is  not  the  least  foundation 
to  the  charge  of  criminality  against  the  leading  men  in  Vermont, 
in  their  secret  negotiation  with  the  British.  But  on  reviewing  the 
suliject,  I  am  satisfied  that  duty  requires  a  further  examination  of 
it.  Can  we  be  satisfied?  Can  we  be  excused,  if  we  suffer  the 
character  of  our  patriot  fathers,  who  achieved  the  independence 
of  the  state,  and  who  acted  so  distinguished  a  part  in  achieving 
our  national  independence,  to  go  down  to  posterity,  stained  with 
the  most  unfounded  charges  of  treason  against  their  country,  with- 
out showing,  as  it  is  in  our  power  to  do,  that  tlie  overt  acts  of 
treason  s[)ecified,  were  dictated  by  the  ])urest  patriotism,  and  as 
intended,  afi'orded  essential  aid  in  the  war  of  independence? 
This  must  not  be,  but  their  acts  and  intentions  must  be  truly  stated, 
that  posterity  may  have  a  full  knowledge  of  their  character  I 
feel  this  duty  to  be  more  imperative,  because  this  charge,  made  in 
the  most  formal  manner,  with  a  detail  of  the  evidence  in  support 
of  it,  is  contained  in  that  interesting  work,  ''The  Life  of  Joseph 
Brant,"  a  work  which  will  be  read  with  interest  by  future  genera- 
tions. The  author  has  collected  and  detailed  all  the  evidence  on 
which  he  founds  his  charge,  and  on  which  he  pronounces  sentence. 
Now  to  me  this  evidence  api)ears  not  only  insufficient  to  prove 
the  charge,  but  wholly  irrelevant.  Yet  I  have  good  reason  to  dis- 
trust my  own  judgment  in  relntion  to  the  weight  of  this  evidence, 
as  I  liave  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts  in  the  case.  For 
although  I  was  too  young  at  the  time  of  this  secret  negotiation  to 
be  an  actor  in  public  alfairs,  yet  I  lived  with  my  brotlier,  who  was 
a  principal  actor  in  all  public  transactions  at  that  day,  and,  as  we 
have  seen,  was  concerned  in  this  negotiation  ;  and  from  him  I  had 
at  the  time  a  knowledge  of  it,  from  near  the  cununencemcnt  to  the 
close.  But  never  did  I  hear  from  him,  or  any  one  of  the  leading 
men,  an  intimation  that  they  thought  of  complying  with  the  proposi- 
tions of  the  British.  But,  on  the  contrary,  whenever  they  met,  this 
secret  negotiation  was  usually  a  subject  of  merriment  and  exulta- 
tion, that  the  British  were  so  completely,  and  so  long  deceived,  to 
their  own  injury,  and  our  advantage.  As  I  have  said,  I  must  be 
a  very  incompetent  judge  of  the  weight  of  the  evidence  which  Mr. 
Stone  has  adduced,  to  prove  a  charge  which  I  knew  to  be  unfoun- 
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ded.  Surely  then,  the  reader  will  think  it  quite  reasonable,  that 
I  submit  the  evidence  to  his  better  judgment,  with  such  remarks 
as  to  its  relevancy  and  weight  as  shall  occur  to  me. ' 

[Here  Mr.  Chipraan  copied  from  Stone's  Life  of  Joseph  Brant 
the  matter  already  stated  in  preceding  pages,  25(»-258,  and  quo- 
tations from  Slade's  Vonnont  State  Papers,  142-156  ;  Ira  Allen's 
Political  History  of  Vermont,  in  Vermont  Historical  Society  Col- 
lections, vol  I,  414-466  ;  and  the  Life  of  Ethan  Allen,  by  Jared 
Sparks,  in  American  Biography,  vol.  i,  hereinafter  cited.] 

We  will  take  the  author's  statement  of  the  question  which 
he  has  decided,  and  which  we  propose  to  examine.  Were  Gov- 
ernor Chittenden  and  the  leading  men  of  Vermont,  in  their  secret 
negotiations  with  the  British,  playing  a  game  of  dissembling  with 
an  enemy  who  had  attempted  to  tamper  with  the  patriotic  sons  of 
the  Green  Mountains,  or  had  those  leading  men  a  serious  intention 
to  listen  to  the  proposals  of  the  British  ?  The  author  has  decided 
this  question  against  the  leading  men  of  Vermont,  that  they  had  a 
serious  intention  to  listen  to  the  proposals  of  the  British.  As  this 
decision  is  a  reversal  of  the  decision  made  by  Sparks  and  others, 
it  must  be  taken  tliat  Mr.  Stone  has  stated  all  the  evidence  on 
which  he  founded  his  opinion  ;  and  it  seems  that  he  considered 
most  of  it  as  new-discovered  evidence,  unknown  to  those  who  had 
formed  a  diflferent  opinion  in  the  case.  Such,  I  understand,-  is  the 
evidence  of  Edgar  and  Abeel,  on  which  great  reliance  seems  to  be 
placed.  A  statement  of  facts  is  made  to  establish  their  credibility, 
or  rather  to  remove  all  suspicion  that  they  might  have  been  con- 
nected together,  and  fabricated  their  testimony.  Now,  had  their 
evidence  the  least  bearing  on  the  point  in  question,  I  should  not 

^This  should  not  ]}o  taken  i\&  conclusive  proof  that  the  Vermont  leaders 
abused  the  confidence  of  Ilaklimand.  They  were  remarkably  frank 
for  diplomatists,  and  Ilaldimand  really  was  not  deceived,  even  bj'  his 
hope  for  an  ultimate  decision  favorable  to  Great  Britain.  The  opinion 
of  Haldiraand's  commissioners  was,  that  "*  interest,  not  loyalty,  induced 
the  leading  men  to  wish  a  union  with  Canada  ;■'  that  about  one  fifth  of 
the  people  [then  including  the  East  and  West  Unions]  were  of  the  same 
views,  near  another  fifth  loyal,  and  the  remaining  three  fifths  and  more 
were  "  mad  rebels,  under  very  little,  if  any,  subjection  to  their  leaders." 
—  [Ante^  150.]  Ilaldimand  at  the  same  time  thought  that  the  course  of 
Vermont  depended  entirely  upon  the  result  of  the  war  for  American 
Independence,  to  which,  he  said,  they  had  '*a  heartfelt  attachment,'*'' — [-J.n- 
te,  151.]  Kear  the  close  of  the  negotiation,  April  28,  '82,  his  opinion  was 
that  "coercion  alone  must  decide  the  part  Vermont  will  take." — [Anie,  265. 
Just  boasts  of  Allen's  success  have  been  too  broadly  interpreted. 
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hesitate  to  say  that  it  is  deserving  of  no  credit  whatever.  Where, 
and  how,  were  the  thirty  Hessian  deserters  from  Burgoyne's  army 
caught  by  Major  Pay,  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  British  authori- 
ties ?  Great  numbers  of  the  German  soldiers,  principally  young 
men,  who  took  a  fancy  to  this  country,  and  determined  not  to  re- 
turn to  their  father-land,  deserted  from  Burgoyne's  army  after  the 
capture,  and  settled  in  all  parts  of  New  England.  But  how>  and 
by  whom,  was  Major  Pay  authorized  to  seize  these  peaceable  citi- 
zens, for  such  they  were,  and  deliver  them  up  to  the  British  au- 
thorities ?  And,  surely,  it  was  not  by  their  own  consent  that  they 
were  delivered  up  for  punishment.  This  part  of  the  testimony  of 
these  witnesses,  then,  is  a  sheer  fabrication,  and  discredits  their 
whole  testimony.  But,  as  before  hinted,  it  is  wholly  unnecessary 
to  impeach  these  witnesses,  for  the  obvious  reason  that,  if  true, 
their  testimony  has  no  bearing  on  the  point  in  question.  It  only 
proves  what  was  known  to  all,  and  admitted  by  all,  that  the  lead- 
ing men  in  Vermont  entered  into  a  secret  negotiation  with  the 
British  authorities  in  Canada,  and  nothing  more  ;  having  no  ten- 
dency to  prove  with  what  design  they  entered  into  that  negotia- 
tion. 

The  next  evidence,  is  a  more  particular  account  of  the  nego- 
tiation communicated  to  the  legislature  of  New  York  by  Governor 
Clinton,  if,  indeed,  it  can  be  considered  as  evidence,  it  being  only 
the  declaration  of  Governor  Clinton,  that  such  was  the  purport 
of  the  intelligence  which  he  had  received,  and  such  was  the 
weight  of  the  testimony,  referring,  of  course,  to  the  testimony  of 
Edgar  and  Abeel,  that  he  did  not  hesitate  to  assert  that  they 
proved  a  treasonable  and  dangerous  intercourse  and  connection 
ijetween  the  leaders  of  the  revolt,  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the 
state,  and  the  common  enemy.  It  is  obvious  that  this  adds  noth- 
ing to  the  testimony  of  Edgar  and  Abeel,  except  the  opinion  of 
Governor  Clinton.  And  this,  without  the  slightest  imputation 
upon  the  governor,  we  may  say,  is  deserving  of  no  weight.  Ex- 
tremely jealous  as  he  was  of  the  people  of  Vermont,  information 
of  a  secret  negotiation  between  them  and  the  common  enemy, 
would)  to  his  mind,  be  the  clearest  evidence  of  treason.  Indeed, 
every  one  whose  mind  was  unbiassed,  being  informed  only  of  the 
existence  of  the  secret  negotiation,  would  have  formed  the  same 
opinion. 

The  author  then  states  the  fact,  that  the  people  of  Vermont,  al- 
though doubtless  for  the  most  part  attached  to  the  cause  of  their 
country,  nevertheless  looked  upon  New  York  as  a  more  detested 
enemy  than  Great  Britain  ;  a  statement  not  exacty  in  accordance 
with  the  final  decision  of  the  author.  The  next  evidence  is,  that 
in  the  month  of  March,  1780,  Ethan  Allen  received  a  letter  from 
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Beverly  Robinson,  a  British  oflScer,  of  which  letter  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  any  notice  was  taken.  But  on  the  receipt  of  a  second 
letter  from  Robinson  in  February,  1781,  Allen  transmitted  both 
letters  to  congress,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  himself,  in  which 
he  asserted  the  right  in  Vermont  to  agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties with  Great  Britain,  provided  its  claims  as  a  state  were  still  to 
be  rejected  by  congress.  It  does  not  apj)ear,  says  the  author,  that 
the  threat  had  any  cftect  upon  that  body.  And  why  ?  Because  con- 
gress knew  that  traitors  never  truly  disclose  their  designs  to  those 
whom  they  arc  betraying.  The  next  evidence  is  a  moi-e  detailed 
account  of  the  negotiation  at  the  Isle  an  Noix.  The  author  says, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  consultation,  Ira  Allen  freely  declared, 
that  such  was  the  extreme  hatred  of  Vermont  to  the  state  of  New 
York,  that  rather  than  yield  to  it,  they  would  see  congress  sul)- 
jected  to  the  British  goverment,  provided  Vermont  could  be  a  dis- 
tinct colony  under  the  crown,  on  safe  and  honorable  terms.  He 
added,  that  the  people  of  Vermont  were  not  disposed  any  longer 
to  assist  in  establishing  a  government  in  America,  which  might 
subject  them  and  their  posterity  to  New  York,  whose  government 
was  the  most  detested  in  the  known  world.  These,  it  is  said, 
were  encouraging  representations  in  the  ears  of  his  majesty's  offi- 
cers. They  were  so,  because  Allen  forgot  to  relate  the  conclud- 
ing part  of  the  story  —  that  nothing  on  earth  could  ever  induce  the 
people  of  Vermont  to  submit  either  to  the  government  of  New  York 
or  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain.  After  a  negotiation  of  sev- 
enteen days,  an  armistice  was  verbally  agreed  upon,  by  virtue  of 
which,  hostilities  were  to  cease  between  the  Britisli  forces  and  the 
people  of  Veiinont  until  after  the  next  session  of  their  legislature. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  examine  the  evidence  contained  in  the  ex- 
tract any  farther  in  detail ;  but  the  reader  is  requested  to  exam- 
ine it,  and  if  he  can  find  any  fact  proved,  or  even  stated,  incon- 
sistent with  the  allegation  that  the  leading  men  of  Vermont  were 
only  playing  a  game  of  dissembling  with  the  ememy,  having  no  in- 
tention of  listening  to  their  proposals,  let  it  be  noted,  and  have  its 
due  weight.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  he  will  find  nothing 
of  the  kird,  and  that  he  will  take  this  general  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. The  British  authorities  in  the  province  of  Canada,  knowing 
that  for  a  number  of  years  a  bitter  contention  had  existed  between 
the  people  of  Vermont  and  the  government  of  New  York,  and 
knowing,  also,  as  they  undoubtedly  did  know,  that  congress  had 
passed  a  resolution,  declaring  that  the  independent  government, 
attempted  to  be  established  in  Vermont,  could  derive  no  counte- 
nance or  support  from  any  act  or  resolution  of  congress  ;  and 
being  deceived,  as  the  British  were,  through  the  whole  of  the  rev- 
olutionary war,  in  relation  to  the  number  of  loyalists  in  the  States, 
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and  having  no  adequate  knowledge  of  their  rebellious  subjects, 
they  naturally  compared  them  to  a  British  mob ;  an  ignorant,  un- 
stable, changeable  multitude,  who  might  be  easily  induced  to  re- 
turn to  their  allegiance  under  the  crown ;  and  they  had  no  doubt 
but  that  the  people  of  Vermont  might  be  induced  to  separate  them- 
selves from  the  United  States,  afa  become  a  British  colony.  En- 
tertaining these  views,  the  two  letters  were  written  by  Robinson 
to  Allen,  proposing  an  armistice.  Governor  Chittenden,  and  other 
leading  men  in  Vermont,  being  consulted,  it  was  concluded  that 
something  might  be  made  out  of  these  letters  by  transmitting  them 
to  congress,  at  the  same  time  asserting  the  right  of  Vermont 
to  agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities  with  Great  Britain,  calculat- 
ing that  congress  might  be  induced  to  delay  a  decision  in  favor  of 
New  York,  lest  they  might  drive  Vermont  to  form  a  connection 
with  the  British,  especially  as  congress  had  been  divided  on  all 
questions  relating  to  Vermont.  And  who  will  say  that  their  cal- 
culations wholly  failed  as  to  the  effect  of  their  proceedings  upon 
congress  ?  Without  adverting  to  these  proceedings,  who  will  un- 
dertake to  account  for  the  singular,  vascillating  policy  of  congress 
in  relation  to  Vermont  during  the  whole  of  the  revolutionary  war. 
The  leading  men  in  Vermont  had  a  still  stronger  inducement  to 
agree  with  the  British  on  an  armistice.  Our  frontiers  were  ex- 
posed to  the  enemy,  who  then  had  in  the  province  of  Canada  a 
disposable  force  of  seven  thousand  men.  But  an  armistice  is 
agreed  on  by  belligerents,  with  a  view  to  ulterior  arrangements. 
To  induce  the  British,  then,  to  agree  upon  an  armistice,  it  was 
necessary  on  the  part  of  Vermont  to  make  such  propositions  to 
them  as  they  should  think  would  be  advantageous  to  themselves, 
and  such  as  might  appear  to  be  made  with  sincerity  on  the  part 
of  Vermont.  And  what  propositions  could  be  made  more  advan- 
tageous to  the  British,  or  more  natural  on  the  part  of  Vermont, 
than  the  proposition  that  Vermont  should  detach  herself  from 
the  United  States  and  become  a  British  province.  Accordingly 
this  proposition  was  made  and  an  armistice  agreed  on.'  flow 
natural,  then,  was  the  declaration  of  Ira  Allen,  during  his  nego- 
tiation with  the  British  at  the  Isle  au  Noix.  The  author  says, 
that  AXXqh  freely  declared,  &c. ;  the  viovA  freely  is  evidently  used 
to  give  to  the  transaction  a  darker  shade ;  but  he  might  have  given 
the  transaction  a  much  darker  shade,  in  his  own  view,  had  he  said 
that  Allen  declared  in  the  most  positive  manner,  and  it  would  also 
have  been  more  correct.  For  Allen's  object  was  to  impress  on  the 
minds  of  the  British  negotiators  the  strongest  conviction  that  the 

*The  proposition' waii  made  by  the  British,  iirst  to  Ethan  Allen  and 
next  to  Vermont's  commissioners  on  the  cartel. — Ante  59, 70, 87 ;  j^ost  387. 
4^ 
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leadinj^^  men  in  Vermont  had  fully  determined  to  detach  themselves 
from  the  United  States,  and  join  the  British  in  the  war  of  the  rev- 
olution. And  Allen  was  not  a  man  to  fail  for  want  of  a  sufficient 
degree  of  assurance.  These  observations  apply  to  all  the  declar- 
tions  and  transactions  related  in  the  extract ;  and,  on  the  groiuid 
that  it  was  all  a  game  of  dissembling  to  deceive  the  British,  never 
was  >\  more  natural,  artful  and  politic  course  pursued.  But  they 
met  with  the  greatest  difficulty  in  furnishing  a  satisfactory  excuse 
to  the  British  for  their  delay  in  bringing  the  business  to  a  final 
conclusion.  And  this  was  indispensable ;  for  the  moment  they 
were  brought  to  this  point,  there  must  have  been  an  end  of  the 
armistice.  And  the  only  excuse  for  delay  which  presented  itself 
was,  that  the  people  of  Vermont  were  not  prepared ;  that  time 
was  required  to  bring  them  over  to  their  views.  A  great  length 
of  time  must  have  been  required  for  this,  for  nothing  can  be  more 
clear,  than  that  the  leading  men  in  Vermont  never  made  a  single 
oflFort,  even  to  abate  the  ardor  of  the  people  in  the  cause  of  their 
country.  Nothing  of  the  kind  was  suspected  at  the  time  ;  no  writer 
since,  has  noticed  the  subject  at  all,  nor  has  Mr.  Stone  himself 
even  stated  anything  of  the  kind.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears 
from  his  note  at  the  close  of  the  extract,  that  he  considered  that 
the  body  of  the  people  of  Vermont  remained  uncorrupted  and 
steadfast  in  the  cause  of  their  country  to  the  last.  We  have  seen 
how  sensitive  the  people  were  on  the  subject  of  a  negotiation  with 
the  governor  of  Canada,  and  this  as  late  as  October,  1781.  Cer- 
tain it  is,  then,  that  if  any  efforts  had  been  made  to  abate  their 
ardor  in  the  cause  of  their  country,  they  had  been  signally  unsuc- 
cessful. But  all  who  knew  Governor  Chittenden,  knew  that  he 
never  could  have  made  an  effort  of  the  kind.  True,  he  had  a 
commanding  influence  with  the  people,  but  he  had  acquired  that 
influence  by  his  zeal  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  his  unremit- 
ted exertions  to  establish  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 
And  all  have  admitted  that  he  was  a  man  of  great  sagacity,  and 
distinguished  for  his  profound  knowledge  of  human  nature.  And 
surely  he  had  some  knowledge  of  his  own  Green  Mountain  Boys. 
He  knew  well  of  what  stuff  they  were  made.  Could  he  then  ever 
have  thought  of  making  tories  out  of  such  materials  ?  No.  He 
never  thought  of  making  an  effort  of  the  kind.  And  it  is  believed, 
that  in  the  year  1781,  there  was  scarcely  a  tory  within  the  limits 
of  Vermont.  What  tories  there  were  in  this  territory  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  of  independence,  separated  themselves  from 
the  whigs  in  the  year  1777,  and  joined  the  enemy,  when  they  were 
in  possession  of  a  part  of  this  state.  I  have  dwelt  longer  on  this 
part  of  the  subject,  because  the  reader  will  perceive  that  if  I  am 
correct  in  this,  the  leading  men  of  Vermont  never  made  any  effort 
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to  induce  the  people  to  abandon  the  cause  of  their  country  and 
join  the  British  —  the  question  which  we  have  been  discussing  is 
conclusively  and  finally  settled.  For  these  leading  men  well  knew 
that  if,  by  their  secret  negotiations,  they  made  Vermont  a  British 
province,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  people,  they  would  nego- 
tiate themselves  into  perpetual  exile  —  if  fortunate  enough  to  es- 
cape a  more  summary  punishment. 

Before  coming  to  a  conclusion,  I  cannot  but  state  one  fact  which 
strikingly  marks  the  character  of  our  fathers. 

It  appears  very  clearly,  that  through  the  whole  of  their  negotia- 
tion with  the  British,  they  made  not  a  single  profession  of  loyalty 
to  the  British  crown,  or  of  attachment  to  the  British  government, 
or  uttered  an  expression  of  dislike  to  our  free  institutions.  Such 
was  the  strength  of  their  moral  principles,  and  so  fixed  their  habit 
of  adhering  to  the  truth,  that  they  could  not  at  once  learn  how  to 
utter  a  palpable  falsehood.  On  a  full  and  impartial  view  of  the 
whole  subject,  it  appears  that  the  reader  will  arrive  at  ihe  follow- 
ing conclusions :  That  the  British  authorities  in  Canada  proposed 
to  the  leading  men  in  Vermont  a  cessation  of  hostilities  between 
the  British  forces  and  the  people  of  Vermont,  with  a  view  to  a  ne- 
gotiation by  which  Vermont  should  be  detached  from  the  United 
States,  and  become  a  British  province.  The  leading  men  in  Ver- 
mont being  thus  invited  by  the  British  to  desert  their  country  aud 
join  their  enemies,  felt  themselves  at  liberty  to  accept  of  the  pro- 
posals of  the  British  for  an  armistice,  and  by  means  of  deception 
to  continue  it  so  long  as  they  should  find  it  advantageous ;  that 
they  played  the  game  so  adroitly,  and  deceived  the  British  so  com- 
pletely, that  they  were  enabled  to  continue  the  armistice  by  which 
our  frontiers  were  secured  agaiust  the  assaults  of  the  enemy,  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  United  States 
as  well  as  this  state.  Thus,  the  British,  undertaking  to  tamper 
with  the  patriotic  sons  of  the  Green  Mountains,  found  their  match, 
and  were  so  completely  duped  and  deceived,  that  their  enemies 
alone  were  benefited  by  the  armistice.  The  actors  on  the  part  of 
Vermont  will  ever  be  admired  and  applauded  for  their  wisdom 
and  patriotism.  And  the  character  of  Thomas  Chittenden,  Na- 
thaniel Chipman  and  their  compatriots,  will  pass  down  through 
succeeding  ages,  to  the  last  generations  of  men,  as  fair  and  untar- 
nished as  they  were  during  their  lives,  and,  as  I  trust,  they  ap- 
peared when  called  to  give  an  account  to  that  Being  who  had 
been  graciously  pleased  to  crown  with  complete  success  all  their 
noble  and  patriotic  exertions  in  the  cause  of  their  country  —  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  the  rights  of  man.' 


*  Life  of  [Nathaniel]  Chipman,  37-61. 
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Of  all  who  have  declared  opinions  on  this  subject,  J  a  red  Sparks 
was  best  able  to  make  an  accurate  judgment.  He  procured  The 
Haldimand  PapevB^  which  are  given  in  this  volume  ;  he  edited  tl'C 
Revolutionary  Correspondence  of  Washington^  and  thus  had  access 
to  all  papers  then  existing,  touching  the  suspected  treachery  of 
Ethan  Allen,  the  Haldimand  negotiation,  and  whatever  else  con- 
cerning Vermont  was  deemed  of  sufiBcient  interest  or  importance 
to  receive  the  attention  of  Washington.  Mr.  Sparks  was  himself 
interested  in  the  matter  ;  he  had  more  than  one  occasic  n  to  advert 
to  it  in  editing  the  Washington  correspondence  ;  and  finally,  in  his 
Life  of  Ethan  Allen^^  he  summed  up  the  results  of  his  investiga- 
tion. Aside  from  the  unpublished  legislative  journals  of  Vermont, 
which  are  now  first  given  to  the  public  so  far  as  they  touch 
this  question,  Mr.  Sparks  had  all  the  knowledge  best  fitting  him 
to  form  a  just  opinion,  and  his  unblemished  character  is  an  ample 
guaranty  that  he  would  publish  nothing  that  was  not  in  his  judg- 
ment just  and  true.  The  following  is  his  summary  of  the  leading 
facts,  with  his  opinion  of  the  negotiation  and  the  Vermont  nego- 
tiators :^ 

.  It  was  at  this  period,  [1780,]  that  the  British  generals  in  Amer- 
ica began  to  meditate  the  scheme  of  bringing  Vermont  into  a 
union  with  Canada,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  disputes,  which 
had  continued  so  long  and  waxed  so  warm,  that  it  was  supposed 
Vermont  had  become  alienated  from  Congress  and  the  opposing 
States,  and  would  be  ready  to  acce[)t  tempting  overtures  from  the 
British.  This  idea  received  encouragement  from  the  circumstance, 
that  Congress  affbrded  but  a  slender  defence  to  the  fi'ontiei-s  of 
Vermont,  although  the  governor  of  Canada  was  in  a  condition  to 
make  a  descent  with  a  force  sufficient  to  bear  down  any  opposi- 
tion, that  could  be  interposed  by  the  whole  strength  of  the  State. 
The  first  step  was  to  bring  over  some  of  the  leaders ;  and  as 
Ethan  Allen  was  the  most  conspicuous  of  these,  and  also  the  mili- 
tary chieftain,  the  attempt  was  made  upon  him.  That  his  views 
might  be  ascertained  on  this  subject,  the  following  letter  was 
written  to  him  by  Beverly  Robinson,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  loyal 
Americans,  or,  in  other  words,  refugees  adhering  to  the  British 
cause  and  embodied  in  the  British  army.  [For  letter  see  ante^  59.] 
This  letter,  artful  and  plausible  as  it  was,  made  no  impression 
upon  the  patriotism  of  Ethan  Allen.     Although  written  in  Febru- 

'  Spark's  American  Biography,  Vol.  i,  229-356.    ^Same,  338-349. 
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ary'  it  was  not  received  till  July.  He  immediately  sent  back  the 
messenger,  and  in  confidence  communicated  the  letter  to  the  gov- 
ernor and  a  few  other  friends,  who  all  agreed  with  him,  that  it 
was  best  to  pass  it  over  in  silence.  That  they  might  not  be  out- 
done, however,  in  the  allowable  stratagems  of  xvar^  they  bethought 
themselves  to  turn  to  a  profitable  purpose  this  advance  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy.  The  British  were  expected  soon  to  appear  on  Lake 
Charaplain  in  great  force,  and  it  was  a  thing  of  essential  impor- 
tance in  the  present  difficult  position  of  Vermont,  to  ward  off*  the 
impending  danger.  Several  prisoners  from  this  State  were  now 
in  Canada,  and  it  was  advised  that  the  governor  should  write  to 
the  commander  in  Canada,  proposing  a  cartel  for  an  exchange. 
A  letter  was  accordingly  dispatched  with  a  flag.  The  object  was 
to  produce  delay,  and  by  a  finesse  to  lead  the  enemy  to  pursue 
their  ideas  of  drawing  Vermont  over  to  their  interest.  While 
this  should  be  fostered,  it  was  not  probable  they  woxild  attack  the 
people,  whom  they  wished  to  conciliate. 

No  answer  was  returned,  till  the  enemy's  fleet  was  seen  coming 
up  the  Lake  in  a  formidable  attitude,  spreading  an  alarm  far  and 
wide,  and  apparently  threatening  an  immediate  invasion.  Many 
persons  took  their  arms  and  marched  to  the  frontier.  But  no  hos- 
tile acts  were  committed.  The  commander  on  board  the  fleet 
sent  a  flag  to  General  Allen,  with  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Ver- 
mont, assenting  on  the  part  of  General  Haldimand,  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  British  army  in  Canada,  to  the  proposal  for  an  exchange 
of  prisoners,  and  offering  a  truce  with  Vermont  till  the  cartel 
should  be  arranged. 

This  preliminary  negotiation  of  a  truce  was  conducted  by  Gen- 
eral Allen.  In  defining  the  extent  of  territory,  which  the  truce 
should  cover,  he  included  all  the  settlements  as  far  west  as  the 
Hudson  River.  To  this  extension  the  British  ofiBcer  objected,  as 
not  being  within  the  bounds  of  Vermont.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  moreover  prevent  the  expedition  up  the  Lake  from  acquir- 
ing honor,  or  attaining  any  ostensible  object ;  whereas,  if  not  ham- 
pered with  the  truce,  it  might  act  with  some  effect  on  the  frontiers 
of  New  York.  This  was  a  strong  motive  for  insisting,  that  the 
truce  should  be  confined  strictly  within  the  limits  of  Vermont,  but 
as  General  Allen  was  unyielding,  the  officer  gave  way,  and  it  was 
definitively  settled  as  reaching  to  Hudson's  River.  This  was  a 
dictate  of  sound  policy,  as  appeared  in  the  sul)sequent  history  of 
Vermont.  It  had  a  conciliatory  effect  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  New  York  included  in  the  truce.  Their  antipathy 
was  disarmed,  and  at  one  time  they  even  courted  a  union  with 
Vermont. 


» March,  .30, 1780. 
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As  this  was  a  secret  arrangement,  and  not  then  made  known 
publicly,  the  people  were  surprised  to  see  the  fleet  retreating 
down  the  Lake,  and  the  military  disbanded  and  going  home. 
Commissioners  were  appointed  by  the  governor  of  Vermont  to 
meet  others  from  Canada,  and  settle  the  terms  of  a  cartel.  The 
season  was  so  far  advanced,  however,  that  they  w«re  obstructed  in 
their  voyage  across  the  Lake  by  the  ice,  and  obliged  to  return. 
Nothing  was  done  during  the  winter.  The  advantage  thus  far 
gained  by  Vermont  was,  that  a  campaign  of  the  enemy  on  her 
borders  had  been  rendered  ineffectual.  As  a  compensation,  the 
British  supposed  they  had  made  good  progress  in  detaching  from 
Congress  the  affections  of  a  discontented  province,  and  winning 
them  over  to  the  King. 

As  these  transactions  were  well  known  to  the  enemy  in  New 
York,  Colonel  Robinson  was  concerned  not  to  have  received  an 
answer  to  his  letter.  Thinking  it  might  have  miscarried,  although 
he  had  sent  a  duplicate  and  triplicate,  or  assuming  such  supposi- 
tion as  a  pretence  for  writing  again,  he  dispatched  a  second  letter 
to  Ethan  Allen,  dated  February  2d,  1781.  In  this  was  enclosed 
a  fourth  copy  of  the  first,  and  it  contained  the  following  para- 
graph.    [See  ante.,  92.] 

Shortly  after  receiving  this  second  epistle,  General  Allen  sent 
them  both  to  the  Continental  Congress,  accompanied  by  one  of 
his  own,  in  which  he  expressed  in  very  emphatic  language  his  sen- 
timents in  regard  to  the  interests  of  Vermont,  and  the  unjustifia- 
ble attempts  of  the  adjoining  States  to  abridge  her  rights  and 
even  destroy  her  existence.  Having  explained  the  mode  in  which 
the  letters  came  into  his  hands,  and  mentioned  his  having  shown 
the  first  to  Governor  Chittenden  and  other  gentlemen,  he  proceeds 
as  follows.     [See  ante.,  105.] 

The  concluding  words  of  this  paragraph  may  be  considered  as 
characteristic  of  the  writer ;  but  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the 
letter,  respecting  the  allegiance  due  from  Vermont  to  the  United 
States,  were  unquestionably  entertained  by  all  the  principal  men 
of  that  State.  Independence  was  their  first  and  determined  pur- 
pose ;  and,  while  they  were  neglected  by  Congress,  and,  like 
another  Poland,  threatened  with  a  triple  partition  between  the  ad- 
joining States,  they  felt  at  liberty  to  pursue  any  course,  that 
would  secure  their  safety,  and  conduct  them  towards  their  ul- 
timate object.  It  was  on  this  principle,  that  they  encouraged  ad- 
vances to  be  made  by  the  British,  and  not  that  they  ever  had  the 
remotest  intention  of  deserting  the  cause  of  their  country,  or  sub- 
mitting in  any  manner  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  English 
government. 

While  the  war  continued,  however,  these  negotiations  with  the 
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enemy  were  carried  on  with  much  address,  and  so  successfully  as 
to  prevent  any  fiirther  hostilities  from  Canada.  A  correspon- 
dence was  kept  up,  which  was  known  only  to  a  few  persons, 
and  was  chiefly  managed  by  Ethan  Allen  and  his  brother  Ira 
Allen.  Messengers  came  to  them  secretly  with  letters,  and  waited 
in  concealment  till  consultations  were  held,  and  answers  pre- 
pared, with  which  they  returned  to  Canada.  This  was  a  slow 
process,  but  it  served  to  amuse  the  enemy,  and  keep  their 
hopes  alive.  While  Ihis  could  be  done,  Vermont  was  safe  from 
attack,  and  had  only  to  apprehend  the  artifices  of  those,  who 
were  striving  by  the  weapons  of  the  civil  power  to  annihilate  her 
freedom. 

The  English  ministry  had  at  one  time  sanguine  expectations  from 
the  prospect  of  affairs  in  this  quarter.  I  have  seen  two  letters 
from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  one  written  in 
February  and  the  other  in  June,  1781,'  wherein  the  minister  con- 
gratulates the  commander-in-chief  on  the  happy  return  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont  to  their  allegiance,  and  represents  it  as  an 
important  event.  He  adds,  that,  should  Washington  and  the 
French  meditate  an  irruption  into  Canada,  they  would  find  in  Ver- 
mont an  insurmountable  barrier  to  their  attempts ;  and  also  that 
Greneral  Haldimand  would  undoubtedly  send  a  body  of  troops  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  the  people,  secure  the  avenues  through  the 
country,  and,  when  the  season  should  admit,  take  possession  of 
the  upper  paints  of  the  Hudson  and  Connecticut  Rivers,  and  cut 
oflF  the  communication  between  Albany  and  the  Mohawk  country. 
Again  he  observes,  that,  should  the  people  of  Vermont  be  men- 
aced by  a  detachment  from  Washington's  army,  General  Haldimand 
would  have  forces  ready  to  throw  in  among  them,  by  which  they 
would  be  relieved  from  any  fears  of  the  resentment  of  Congress, 
and  see  it  to  be  their  wisest  and  safest  course  to  return  to  their 
loyalty.  Such  were  the  vagaries  of  Lord  George  Germain  in  his 
office  at  Whitehall,  even  within  a  few  months  of  the  capitulation 
at  Yorktown.  And  in  truth  they  present  a  very  just  specimen  of 
the  strange  reveries,  surprising  ignorance,  or  wilful  blindness  of 
that  minister,  in  regard  to  American  affairs,  during  the  whole 
war.* 


>  Ante,  93, 140, 147. 

*On  the  subject  of  the  negotiation,  see  Vermont  State  Papers,  141-156; 
TTwrnpson's  Vermont,  Part  n,  61-67;  B.  H.  Hall's  Eastern  Vermont, 
412-414,  503;  Hiland  Hall's  Early  History,  350,  369-378,  398-402;  Ver- 
inont  Historical  Society  Collections,  Vol.  i,  414-469. 
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COMPLETENESS  OP  THE  HALDIMAND  PAPERS  ON  THE 
NEGOTIATION.' 


With  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  the  Mh,  Haldimand  Papers^ 
printed  in  this  volume,  are  probably  complete,  the  following  table 
of  the  documents  pertaining  to  the  negotiation,  as  numbered  in  the 
ms.  volumes,  has  been  prepared.  As  several  of  the  papers  are 
not  numbered,  the  editor  has  conjectured  the  order  in  which  they 
should  stand,  and  indicated  his  conjectures  by  the  figures  in  brack- 
ets in  the  column  of  numbers.  There  are  fourteen  conjectural 
numbers  out  of  thirty-four  numbers  in  all,  and  of  these  not  more 
than  two  admit  of  a  reasonable  doubt.  The  correctness  of  the 
conjectures  is  of  no  consequence ;  but  the  order  of  dates  and  num- 
bers, so  far  as  numbers  were  affixed  to  the  original  papers,  when 
applied  to  the  documents  not  numbered,  (with  the  exception  of 
those  that  were  not  sent  to  Haldimand  till  Sept.,  1781,)  leaves  lit- 
tle occasion  to  doubt  either  the  proper  order  of  the  documents  or 
the  completeness  of  the  collection. 

Dates  and  Numbers  of  the  Correspondence.  Pa^. 

Interviews  between  Ira  Allen  and  Gen.  Haldlniand's 

Commissioners,  May  8-25, 1781,  filed  as No.  1  109 

Instructions  from  Gen.  Haldimand  to  his  Commission- 
ers, Dec.  20, 1780 No.  2  87 

Queries  and  Answers,  [not  dated] No.  3  89 

Gov.  Chittenden  to  Gov.  Clinton,  Nov.  22, 1780 [No.  4]  82 

to  Gov.  Trumbull,  Dec.  12,  1780 No.  5  84 

'•            "           to  Gov.  Hancock,      **             "     No.  6  86 

Ethan  Allen  to  the  President  of  Congress,  March  9, 

1781 r No.  7  104 

Ira  Allen  to  the  President  of  Congress,  March  10, 1781, 
and  extract  of  a  letter  fi*om  a  New  York  member 

of  Congress [No.  8]  106 

Ira  Allen's  ''  Information  of  Vermont,'^  May  11,  1781,  No.  9  121 

Capt.  Mathews  to  Haldimand's  Comm'rs,  May  15,  1781,  No.  10  124 

*The  Haldimand  Papers  in  England  number  some  three  hundred 
volumes. — Ante^  3. 
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Dat^and  Numbers  of  the  Correspondence.  Page. 

Gen.  Haldimand  to  Maj.  Lernoult,  May  IT,  1781 No.  11  125 

Ci^t.  Mathews  to  Capt.  Shei-wood,  May  21, 1781 [No.  12]  126 

"                             ''                May  21, 1781 No.  13  127 

Ira  Allen  to  Maj.  Lernoult,  May  21,  1781 [:N^o.  14]  128 

Reports  of  British  Agent  and  A.  and  B.  June,  1781....    No.  15  135-7 
Col.  Ir»  Allen,  by  Capt.  Sherwood,  to  Maj.  Lernoult, 

two  letters,  May  22,  1781 [No.  16]  128-9 

Commission  to  Vermont  Delegates  to  Congress,  July 

10,  1781 [No.  17]  141 

Ira  Allen  to  Gen.  Haldimand,  July  10, 1781 No.  18  142 

Joseph  Fay     "            •'            Aug.  9, 1781 No.  19  158 

G^n.  Haldimand  to  his  Comm'rs,  Aug.  16,  1781 No.  20  161 

Extracts  of  letters  from  Comm'rs,  Aug.  2-18, 1781. ...    No.  21  148 
Prest.  Weare  to  Delegates  of  New  Hampshire  in  Con- 
gress, June  20, 178P [No.  22]  137 

Memorial  of  New  York  Delegates » No.  23  153 

Resolutions  of  Congress,  Aug.  14,  1781 » [No.  24]  156 

Vermont  Agents  to  Prest.  of  Congress,  Aug.  14, 1781,*  [No.  25]  161 

Proceedings  of  Congress,  Aug.  17,  1781 » [No.  26]  164 

Agents  of  Vermont  to  Committee  of  Congress,  Aug, 

18,1781* No.  27  164 

Queries  of  the  Committee,  and  Answers  thereto,  Aug. 

18, 178r No.  28  165 

Proceedings  of  Congress,  Aug.  20,  1781 » [No.  29]  167 

Proposals  of  Vermont  Comm'rs  Sept.  20,  1781 [No.  30]  174 

Questions  to  Vermont  Comm'rs  and  their  answers, 

Sept.  20,  1781 [No.  31]  175 

Form  of  Proclamation [No.  32]  181 

Haldimand's  Comm'rs  to  Capt.  Mathews,  Sept.  30, 1781,    No.  33  178 

Information  from  Vermont,  &c.,  Oct.  16-19, 1781 No.  34  j  Jg^'J^ 

It  will  be  observed  in  this  volume  that  the  letters  and  documents 
strictly  belonging  to  the  correspondence  between  the  Vermont  ne- 
gotiators and  Gten.  Haldimand  and  his  subordinates,  are  numbered 
in  a  distinct  class  ;  as  are  the  dispatches  from  the  British  Cabinet 
to  Haldimand ;  the  dispatches  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  Haldimand ; 
the  dispatches  of  Carleton  to  Haldimand ;  and  the  dispatches  of 
Haldimand  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  Carleton,  and  the  Home  Gov- 
ernment. The  numbering  of  the  papers  of  the  Vermont  negotia- 
tion ends  with  No.  34  above,  when  practically  the  negotiation  was 


'  All  sent  to  Haldimand  by  Ira  Allen  in  September,  1781. 
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closed,  in  October,  1781.  April  22, 1782,  the  British  Commission- 
ers invited  Vermont  to  resume  the  correspondence  —  (^arde^  268  ;) 
but  they  did  not  respond,  and  on  the  28th  of  April,  1782,  Hal- 
dimand determined  that  force  must  be  used  to  accomplish  a  result 
impossible  by  diplomacy. —  (^Ante^  265.) 

The  letters  pertaining  to  the  negotiation  which  are  not  numbered 
in  this  class  (exclusive  of  Haldimand's  letters  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton and  Gen.  Carleton,)  are  the  following : 

Pi««. 

Col.  St.  Leger  to  Gen.  Haldimand,  Nov.  2,  1781 IW 

British  Commissioners  to  Gen.  Haldimand,  Nov.  2, 1781 194 

Lord  Geo.  Germaine  to  Gen.  Haldimand,  Jan.  2, 1782 230 

British  Commissioners  to  Ira  Allen,  Feb.  28, 1782  > 250 

British  Commissioners  to  Vermont  Commissioners,  April  22, 1782,  263 
British  Commissioners  to  Vermont  Commissioners,  April  30, 1782,*    267 

C.  [Ethan  Allen]  to  Gen.  Haldimand,  June  16, 1782 275 

G.  [Ira  Allen]  to  Gen.  Haldimand,  July  11, 1782 288 

Gen.   Haldimand  to  Gov.    Chittenden,    [cessation  of  hostilities] 

Aug.  8, 1782  > 290 

Last  letter  of  Gen.  Haldimand  to  Vermont,  March  25, 1783  * 336 


Not  in  the  Haldimand  Papers. 
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PREFATORY  NOTE. 


By  the  definitive  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  Sept.  3,  1783,  Vermont  was  included  within  the  bounda- 
ries separating  the  independent  American  from  British  territory, 
and  thus  the  independence  of  Vermont  was  acknowledged  first  by 
the  mother  country.  The  State  had  been  de  facto  independent 
from  its  organization  ;  and  therefore  the  following  record,  with 
the  other  papers  contained  in  this  and  the  first  volume  of  the 
Butorical  Society  Collections^  covers  the  existence  of  Vermont  as 
AN  Independent  and  Sovereign  State.  For  copies  of  the  most 
important  documents,  and  references  to  others  used,  the  editor  is 
indebted  to  Hiland  Hall,  the  Chairman  of  the  Printing  and 
Publishing  Committee.  These  documents  were  gathered  by  Mr. 
Hall  in  the  preparation  of  the  Early  History  of  Vermont^  and 
were  used  in  that  volume  so  far  as  within  its  scope.  Some  of  these 
are  here  given  in  full,  and  extracts  or  statements  from  contem- 
poraneous and  oflScial  records  have  been  added,  whenever  deemed 
necessary  to  complete  the  topics  of  history  contained  in  this 
and  the  first  volume  of  the  Society's  Collections. 
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October  Session  of  the  General  Assembly ^  1783. 

Notwithstanding  the  clemency  authorized  and  oflFered 
1788.  by  the  General  Assembly  by  the  act  of  25th  Feb.,  1783,' 
the  pardon  and  release  of  Timothy  Church  by  a  special 
act,'  and  of  Timothy  Phelps  on  the  24th  of  June,^  the  adher- 
ents to  New  York  in  Windham  County  were  not  disposed  to  sub- 
mit to  Vermont.  Encouraged  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
Dec.  5, 1782,  to  expect  aid  from  that  quarter,  and  by  the  advice 
of  Gk)v.  Clinton,  June  24,  to  the  lately  pardoned  Church,  to  call 
out  his  regiment  and  resist  the  execution  of  the  Vermont  laws,^ 
they  boldly  avowed  their  purpose  to  resist,  and  the  fears  and  pas- 
sions of  the  two  parties  in  the  county  were  so  roused,  that  peace 
and  social  order  were  at  an  end,  and  the  usual  avocations  of  the 
people  neglected.*  One  of  the  first  duties  of  the  government  at 
the  October  session  of  the  Greneral  Assembly  was  to  meet  this 
exigency.  Oct.  11,  it  was  resolved  that  *'  effectual  measures  be 
taken  to  quiet  the  present  disorders  in  the  southern  part  of 
Windham  County ;"  ^  and  on  the  22d  a  scheme  was  devised  : 

In  Grand  Committee:  The  Grand  Committee,  consisting  of 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Honl.  the  Council,  and  General 
Assembly,  reported  —  that  to  enable  the  civil  authority  to  exer- 

^Ante,  331.    •  Slade's  State  Papers,  470.    » Cmincil  Journal,  44. 

* "  I  would  advise  in  case  of  an  attempt  by  the  usurped  government  of 
Vermont  to  compel  obedience  and  submission  from  any  persons  claim- 
ing to  be  subjects  of  this  State,  to  call  out  your  regiment  under  the 
militia  law,  and,  by  opposing  force  to  force,  endeavor  to  quell  the  insur- 
rection."— Eastern  Vermont^  499, 

^Eastern  Vermont,  408-601.    Early  History,  42a 

•Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784, 490.— In  Guilford  the  authority  of  Ver- 
mont was  then  successftilly  defied. 
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cise  their  offices  in  the  southern  part  of  Windham  county,  and  to 
suppress  an  insurrection  in  said  county,  a  militia  force  be  forth- 
with raised,  to  assist  the  said  civil  authority,  for  the  term  of  six 
months  unless  sooner  discharged.  That  it  consist  of  one  hundred 
men,  well  officered  and  equipped  for  war.  That  Col.  Benjamin 
Wait  be  appointed  to  command  said  men.  That  their  pay  be  as 
follows  per  month : 


Col.  "Wait,  £20—0—0 

Major,  Jei3— 0-0 

Captain,  £10—0—0 

Lieutenant,  £  7—0—0 


Sergeant,  £3—10—0 

Corporal  and 

drum  and  fife,  £3—  5—0 
Soldier,  £3—  0—0 


That  the  pay  of  the  commissioned  officers  commence  from  the 
time  of  their  receiving  orders,  and  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  from  the  time  of  their  enlistment.  That  Genl. 
Fletcher  be  requested  to  order  his  brigade  to  hold  themselves  in 
readiness  to  assist  in  the  said  service.  That  General  Fletcher, 
with  the  advice  of  the  officers  commanding  said  troops,  augment 
or  dismiss  said  troops  as  circumstances  may  require.  That  the 
troops  furnish  themselves  with  arms.  That  the  Commissary-(xen- 
eral  be  directed  to  furnish  the  troops  with  ammunition,  provisions, 
and  necessary  allowance  of  spirituous  liquors.  That  one  company 
of  said  troops  be  from  Col.  Wait's  regiment,  and  the  other  com- 
pany from  Col.  Bradley's  regiment,  and  that  the  officer  command- 
ing said  troops  appoint  the  other  officers.  Which  report  being 
read,  was  accepted,  and 

Ordered,  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  thereon. 

The  said  Grand  Committee  further  reported  —  that  in  addition 
to  the  measures  above  reported,  the  Captain-General  give  instruc- 
tions to  Col.  Wait,  and  the  officers  commanding  the  troops  ordered 
to  be  raised,  purporting  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  Government 
to  be  severe  with  those  who  have  heretofore  opposed,  provided 
they  submit.  That  the  officer  commanding  be  instructed  to  give 
special  orders  to  the  troops  under  his  command  not  to  meddle 
with  the  persons  or  property  of  any  who  quietly  submit  to  this 
Government.  That  all  those  who  do  voluntarily  submit  and  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State  before  they  are  arrested  by  any 
officer,  shall  not  be  prosecuted  on  the  part  of  the  freemen  of  the 
State  till  the  rising  of  the  next  session  of  the  Legislature  ;  and 
that  they  engage  then  to  pass  an  Act  of  Pardon  in  favor  of  so 
many  as  will  submit  as  aforesaid  and  petition  for  that  purpose. 
That  the  sense  of  the  Committee  of  both  Houses  be  taken  whether 
it  will  not  be  advisable  for  the  Governor  and  Council  to  remit  any 
fines  heretofore  laid  on  those  who  have  opposed  the  Government 
in  the  County  of  Windham,  provided  they  submit  to  Government 
and  petition  for  the  same.    That  those  people  be  further  informed 
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that  with  respect  to  any  losses  they  may  have  sustained  by  confis- 
cation or  otherwise  in  their  opposition  to  this  Government,  their 
only  way  of  relief  is  to  submit  to  Government  and  petition  the 
Legislature  for  a  compensation.  Which  report  being  read,  was 
accepted.' 

An  act  was  passed  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  report.' 

In  Grand  Committee  :  Oct.  28.  Resolved^  That  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  be  and  is  hereby  requested,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  issue  his  Proclamation,  oflFering  a  free  and  ample  pardon  for  all 
offenses  committed  against  this  State  by  any  or  either  of  those 
persons  in  the  Southern  part  of  Windham  County  who  have  here- 
tofore opposed  the  Government,  and  shall  take  an  oath  of  allegi- 
ance before  any  justice  of  the  peace  within  thirty  days  after  the 
promulgation  of  said  Proclamation. 3 

While  the  General  Assembly  was  in  session  at  Westminster, 
Charles  Phelps  of  Windham  county,  who  had  subjected  himself  to 
severe  penalties  of  the  law  and  was  a  chief  offender,  appeared  at 
Walpole,  N.  H.,  opposite  Westminster,  and  sent  a  request  for  a 
passport  to  visit  the  General  Assembly.  On  the  21st  of  October  a 
resolution  was  passed  requesting  the  Governor  to  grant  a  passport, 
"  under  such  restrictions  as  his  excellency  shall  think  proper ;" 
and  on  the  same  day  the  Governor  complied,  declaring  that  "  lib- 
erty is  hereby  granted  to  Charles  Phelps,  Esq.,  to  pass  unmolested 
from  Walpole  to  said  Assembly  now  sitting  at  Westminster,  there 
to  remain  during  my  [his]  pleasure,  then  to  return  from  thence  to 
said  Walpole ;  and  all  persons  in  this  State  are  to  take  notice 
hereof  and  govern  themselves  accordingly."*  Thus  the  concilia- 
tory disposition  of  the  Vermont  authorities  was  tested  previous  to 
any  movement  of  the  force  against  the  insurgents  in  Guilford.  A 
considerable  number  of  the  adherents  to  New  York,  particularly 
in  Halifax,  availed  themselves  of  the  offer  in  the  Governor's  Proc- 
lamation, but  for  the  most  part  the  adherents  to  New  York,  includ- 
ing Timothy  Church  and  Charles  Phelps,  were  emboldened  by  the 
policy  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary powers  were  therefore  vigorously  and  successfully  used,  re- 


'Assemhly  Journal,  1778-1784,  512-514. 

*  Blade's  Vermont  State  Papers,  476. 
^Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  517. 

*  Ckmncil  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  52. 
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suiting  in  the  arrest  of  several  of  the  leaders  of  the  New  York 
party.' 

Proposed  Exclusion  of  Inimical  Persons. 

In  Council:  Oct.  21.  A  bill  from  the  General  Assembly  was 
received  and  read  purporting  a  request  to  join  a  committee  of 
Council  for  the  purpose  of  framing  a  bill  to  be  enacted  into  a  law 
to  prevent  the  return  of  Inimical  Persons  into  this  state :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved^  that  as  the  Provisional  Treaty  of  Peace  stipulates  that 
Congress  recommend  to  the  several  States  to  pass  acts  permitting 
those  who  have  gone  from  among  them  to  return  for  a  limited 
time ;  that  Congress  for  reasons  best  known  to  themselves  hare 
neglected  passing  such  recommendations  ;  that  none  of  the  United 
States  have  to  our  knowledge,  since  Peace  took  place,  passed  any 
public  act  respecting  the  return  of  inimical  persons ;  that  by  the 
latest  accounts  from  Europe,  the  completion  of  the  Definitive 
Treaty  was  procrastinated ;  that  for  this  state,  considering  her  sit- 
uation, under  the  disadvantage  she  is  to  have  foreign  intelligence, 
to  lead  the  United  States  in  these  matters  appears  premature : 
this  Council  therefore  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  no  act  be 
passed  at  this  session  respecting  Inimical  Persons. ' 

In  Assembly  :  Oct.  22.  The  objections  of  the  Council  to  join- 
ing a  committee  from  this  House  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  act 
to  prevent  the  return  of  Inimical  Persons  into  this  State  being  read : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  that  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  and  hereby  is 
requested  to  omit  giving  any  persons  within  the  enemy's  lines,  who 
have  been  deemed  enemies  to  this  and  the  United  States,  a  permit 
to  return  and  be  in  any  part  of  this  state  until  the  further  order  of 
this  House  thereon. ^ 

Election  of  Delegates^  and  Agents ^  to  Congress, 
In  Assembly  :  Oct.  17.  Proceeded  by  ballot  to  choose  Dele- 
gates to  represent  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
when  the  Honl.  Moses  Robinson,  Esqr.,  the  Honl.  Isaac  Tichenor, 
Esqr.,  the  Hon.  Ira  Allen,  Esqr.,  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  Esq., 
were  duly  chosen  according  to  the  constitution ,-♦ 

^  Early  History,  428-429.    Eastern  Vennont,  492-506. 

*  Council  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  51.     *  Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  515. 

^Assembly  Journal,  503.  Sec.  10,  eh.  ii,  of  the  Constitution  provided 
that  "  Delegates  to  represent  this  State  in  Congress  shall  be  chosen,  by 
ballot,  by  the  future  General  Assembly,  at  their  first  meeting,  and  annu- 
ally, forever  afterward,  as  long  as  such  representation  shall  be  necessary." 
— /Shade's  Vt.  State  Papers,  248. 
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In  Joint  Assembly  :  Oct.  20.  Proceeded  with  the  Governor 
and  Council  to  elect  Agents  to  attend  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  when  the  same  shall  be  necessary,  when  the  Hon  Moses 
Robinson,  Isaac  Tichenor,  and  Paul  Spooner,  Esqrs.,  were  chosen.' 

In  Assembly  :  Oct.  24.  Resolved^  That  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  and  the  Honl.  the  Council  be  empowered  and  requested 
to  give  Instructions,  on  behalf  of  the  freemen  of  this  State,  to  the 
Agents  appointed  to  negotiate  and  transact  the  business  of  this 
State  at  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  if  their  attendance 
should  be  necessary  before  the  next  session  of  this  Assembly.' 

The  distinction  between  these  offices  was,  that  the  Agents  yveve 
to  negotiate  for  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Unicn,  and  the 
Delegates  were  to  represent  the  State  in  Congress  when  admitted. 

The  notable  acts  of  the  October  session,  in  addition  to  the  act 
for  a  military  force  to  assist  the  civil  power,  were  : 

An  act  to  enable  Towns  and  Parishes  to  erect  proper  Houses 
for  Public  Worship,  and  support  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  [by  a 
tax  on  the  polls  and  rateable  estate  .of  persons  living,  or  estates 
lying,  within  the  limits  of  such  town  or  parish  ;  persons  proving 
a  different  persuasion,  or  supporting  the  gospel  by  voluntary 
associations,  excepted.] 

An  act  declaring  a  time,  [May  1,  1784,]  when  to  begin  the 
settlement  of  new  lands,  that  has  been  prevented  by  the  late  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  America.^ 

And  the  following,  which  is  given  in  full  : 
An  act  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  New- York  being  allowed 

greater  privileges  within  this  State,  than  the  inhabitants  of  this 

State  are  allowed  within  the  State  of  New- York. 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- York, 
no  person  or  persons  belonging  to  this  State,  are  permitted  to  com- 
mence any  suit  or  action  at  law,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  New- 
York,  for  the  obtaining  of  their  just  rights,  unless  they  acknowl- 
edge the  jurisdiction  of  said  State,  so  far  as  to  take  an  oath  of  al- 
legiance to  the  same  : 
Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.,  that  no  person  or  persons,  being  an  inhabi- 
tant or  inhabitants  of,  or  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State 
of  New- York,  shall,  within  the  time  of  his,  her  or  their  residence 
as  aforesaid,  commence  any  suit  or  suits  at  law,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  State,  against  any  inhabitant  or  resident  thereof,  for  any 
civil  matter  or  contract,  until  the  Legislature  of  said  State  of  New- 


^ Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  507.    *  Same,  519. 
»iS^d€'5  StaU  Papers,  472,  475,  476. 
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York  shall  allow  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  full  liberty  to  com- 
mence the  like  suits  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  without  any  such 
lets  or  hindrances.' 

Adjourned  Session  of  the  General  Assembly^  February y  1784. 
An  adjourned  session  of  the  General  Assembly  met  at 

1784.      Bennington  on  Feby.  19,  and  continued  until  the  9th  of 
March,  at  which  several  acts  implying  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  the  State  were  passed,  and  action  had  im- 
porting the   re-establishment  of  the  authority  of  the  State  over 
Windham  County.     Among  the  acts  were  the  following : 

An  act  against  high  Treason  and  misprision  of  Treason.  [Levy- 
ing war  against  the  state  or  government  thereof,  knowingly  as- 
sisting or  comforting  its  enemies,  or  plotting  to  betray  the  state 
into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  or  sending  intelligence  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  conspiring  or  attempting  any  invasion  or  insurrection, 
constituted  treason,  the  penalties  of  which  were  death  and  forfei- 
ture of  estate.  Endeavoring  to  join  the  enemy,  or  induce  others 
to  join,  or  concealing  knowledge  of  any  conspiracy  for  invasion, 
insurrection,  or  rebellion,  &c.,  was  punishable  by  fine  according 
to  the  aggravation  of  the  ofiense,  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
ten  years.] 

An  act  in  addition  to  and  alteration  of  "  an  act  regulating  civil 
actions."  *  [Persons  living  out  of  the  state  must  bring  suits  in  the 
county  where  the  defendant  resided,  and  persons  within  the  state 
must  bring  justice  suits  in  the  town  where  the  defendant  resided, 
or,  in  case  of  necessity,  in  an  adjoining  town.] 

An  act  directing  the  forpi  of  passing  Laws.  [One  peculiarity 
even  for  that  time,  when  the  House  had  supreme  legislative  power, 
was,  that  in  case  of  disagreement  between  the  Council  and  House 
on  amendments,  both  Houses  were  to  meet  ''  in  grand  committee, 
in  order  that  the  wisdom  of  both  Houses  may  be  properly  ob- 
tained.'' Hence  what  was  before,  was  then  in  other  cases,  and 
has  since  been  styled  the  "  Joint  Assembly,"' became  the  "  Grand 
Committee  "  on  these  special  occasions.] 

An  act  allowing  the  scales  of  depreciation  in  other  States  for 
the  settlement  of  debts  contracted  in  those  States.  [For  the  pro- 
motion of  justice,  aud  benefit  of  business  intercourse  in  the  other 
States.] 

An  act  to  suspend  the  trial  of  the  Titles  of  Lands  for  the  time 
therein  limited.     [Until  the  rising  of  the  next  Assembly.]^ 

» Slade'8  State  Papers,  475,    '  Same,  483,  485,  487,  488. 
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An  act  for  establishing  Post  Offices  in  this  State.  [Post  offices 
were  established  at  Bennington,  Rutland,  Brattleborough.  Wind- 
sor, and  Newbury,  under  the  same  regulations  as  then  provided . 
by  the  United  States.  The  post-rider  from  Bennington  to  Brat- 
tleborough  was  allowed  three  pence  per  mile  travel,  and  the  other 
riders  two  pence,  with  the  advantage  of  fees  for  carrying  letters 
and  packages,  and  the  exclusive  right  of- carriage.  The  rates  of 
postage  were  the  same  as  the  U.  S.  rates,  and  the  Governor  had 
the  privilege  of  franking.  By  special  resolution,  the  privilege  of 
franking  was  given  to  Steplen  R.  Bradley,  Nathaniel  Chipman, 
and  Micah  Townshend,  commissioners  for  revising  the  laws,  upon 
letters  on  the  business  of  their  appointment.  The  Postmaster 
General  was  Anthony  Haswell  of  Bennington.] 

An  act  to  enable  the  Governor  and  Council  to  pardon  certain 
persons  therein  described.  ["  Any  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wind- 
ham county,  who  have  hemiofore  j»rofesh,ed  themselves  subjects  of 
the  State  of  New  York.'' '] 

The  insurrection  in  Windham  county  had  been  so  far  sup- 
pressed, that  a  guard  of  twenty-seven  men,  officers  included,  to  be 
stationed  at  Guilford,  was  deemed  sufficient,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  were  dismissed.  As  a  precautionary  measure,  how- 
ever. General  Fletcher  was  authorized  to  call  in  the  militia  at  any 
time  when  he  should  judge  best.*  The  towns  of  Guilford  and 
Bi*attleborough  were  relieved  in  the  payment  of  certain  taxes,  as 
Halifax  had  been  at  the  preceding  session,  and  an  act  was  passed 
for  taking  the  lists  in  Brattleborough  and  Guilford.^ 

Petition  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Netv  York  Parti/  to  Gov.  Chittenden. 

At  the  opening  of  the  session,  Gov.  Chittenden  communicated 
a  large  number  of  letters,  all,  with  one  exception  (a  letter  from 
Hon.  David  Howell,  delegate  in  Congress  from  Rhode  Island, 
dated  Princeton,  Oct.  6,  1783),  being  iu  reference  to  the  insur- 
rection in  Windham  county.     The  record  names 

9,  A  letter  or  petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  men  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  government,  dated  Brattleborough,  Jan.  6,  1784, 
directed  to  his  Excellency ;  and  His  Excellency's  answer,  dated 
Jan.  10,  1784,  directed  to  John  Bridgman.-^ 


>  Slade's  State  Papers,  489,  490. 

*  Assembly  Journal,  Feb.  Sess.  1784,  [printed,]  17,  62.     ^Sarne,  10,  38. 

*ISame,  Feb.  Sess.  1784,  4. 
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The  petition  was  as  follows  : 

Whereas  the  exigencies  of  the  people  living  in  sundry  of  the 
towns  on  the  Grants,  viz.,  Brattle  borough,  Guilford,  Hinsdale, 
and  others,  demand  the  most  serious  consideration  of  th.^  virtuous 
citizens  both  of  the  subjects  of  New  York  and  Vermont,  and  a 
zealous  assiduity  to  come  to  some  equitable  and  salutary  measures 
to  prevent  all  kinds  of  severity  against  each  other,  or  any  hostile 
measures  which  will  finally  bar  the  benevolent  exertions  of  the 
subscribers  in  their  humble  address  to  the  authority  of  Vermont : 

Therefore  it  is  most  humbly  prayed  and  earnestly  desired  by 
each  of  us,  the  subscribers,  that  the  authority  of  Vermont  would 
immediately  release  Major  Shattuck  and  Esquire  Phelps  from 
their  present  imprisonment ;  also  cease  from  acts  of  the  like  kind, 
and  restrain  the  troops  raised  and  to  be  commanded  by  Colonel 
Wait,  from  marching  for  the  support  of  the  government,  until  the 
rising  of  the  next  session  of  Assembly  in  February  next,  at  which 
session  of  Assembly,  the  subscribers,  who  profess  themselves  to  be 
subjects  of  New  York,  really  intend  by  themselves  or  by  agents 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  make  application  to  said  Assembly 
of  Vermont,  for  a  general  purification,'  and  an  amicable  settlement 
of  past  misunderstandings  and  things  which  have  happened  be- 
tween the  people  claiming  to  be  subjects  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont, upon  just  and  equitable  terms,  consistent  with  the  rights  of 
mankind,  the  constitution  of  Vermont,  and  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

[Signed  by]  John  Bridgman,  Samuel  Knight,  John  Houghton, 
Jonathan  Hunt,  William  Biglow,  Timothy  Church,  Henry  Evans, 
Jotham  Biglow,  Orlando  Bridgman,  Francis  Frouty,  Edward  Car- 
penter, Timothy  Phelps,  Hezekiah  Stowel,  Amos  Tute,  Elijah 
Prouty,  Rutherford  Hays. 

Gov.  Chiilenden  to  John  Bridgman. 

Q-entlemen :  —  I  received  a  request  signed  by  you,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  designed  for  the  consideration  of  the  authority  of 
this  state.  Viewing  it  to  have  come  only  from  those  in  opposition 
to  this  government,  it  would  not  admit  of  an  answer  for  many 
reasons  which  appear  obvious  from  the  tenor  and  style  of  your 
writing.  I  shall,  however,  inform  you,  my  friends,  of  my  senti- 
ments respecting  the  matters  contained  in  it.  The  prospects  1 
have  had,  which  are  well  known  to  you,  since  the  rising  of  the 
Assembly,  of  a  general  submission,  which  was  the  only  object  of 


*  Thus  in  the  copy.     Probably  the  word  written  was  jpadficaUon, 


Digitized.by 


Google 


Adjourned  Session  of  Q-eneral  Assembly^  Feb,  1784.       407 

government,  have  been  the  only  cause  of  the  unexpected  delay 
of  the  march  of  the  troops. 

I  am  very  certain  were  the  Assembly  now  sitting  they  would 
have  no  bargain  to  make  with  the  people  who  have  given  us  so 
much  trouble  without  any  object.  I  cannot  say  what  might  be 
done  by  them  to  prevent  the  march  of  Colonel  Wait's  troops. 
This  I  can  say,  that  nothing  short  of  an  immediate  and  universal 
submission  can  eflfect  it.' 

Economical  Vontingent  Expenses, 

In  Assembly:  Feb.  28.  Resolved^  That  the  Constable  be 
directed  to  call  on  the  Treasurer,  and  request  him  to  furnish 
this  House  with  two- quires  of  paper,  as  soon  as  may  be.* 


*  Eastern  Vermont^  507. —  B.  H.  Hall  observed  that,  "  terrified  at  the 
sunmiary  manner  in  which  the  government  of  Vermont  appeared  deter- 
mined to  treat  its  opponents,  a  number  of  the  most  prominent  adherents 
of  the  Xew  York  partymssembled  at  Brattleborough  on  the  6tli  of  Jan- 
uary," &c.  Mr.  Hall  gives  the  10th  of  February  as  the  date  of  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden's reply.  Both  the  ms.  and  printed  Assembly  Journal  give  the 
date  10th  January,  1784. 

'Assembly  Journal,  9.  The  Sergeant-at-Arms  at  this  day  would  regard 
such  a  resolution  a**  an  excellent  joke.  But  this  was  not  all :  March  9, 
1784,  the  Assembly  voted  to  pay  Alexander  Brush,  for  use  of  rooms  for 
Council  and  Assembly,  fire-wood,  candles,  and  attendance,  twenty  days, 
at  twelve  shillings  per  day  ;  so  the  cost  for  that  session  was  £12  in 
addition  to  the  stationery.  Brush  was  to  have  six  pounds  lawful  money, 
and  six  pounds  in  an  order  on  one  of  the  collectors  of  the  three  penny 
tax  granted  in  Oct.  1783 — payable,  of  course,  when  the  tax  should  be  col- 
lected.— Assembly  Journal,  61,  62.  For  half  a  century  the  legislators  of 
Vermont  were  quite  economical.  The  following  is  the  account  of  "  the 
Surveyor  of  the  State  House,"  (an  office  corresponding  to  the  present 
Sergeant-at-Arms,)  for  a  regular  session  of  thirty-eight  days  in  1825,  the 
original  of  which  is  in  the  editor's  possession.  The  late  Hon.  Joseph 
Howes  of  Montpelier  was  the  Surveyor  : 

State  of  Vermont  to  the  Surveyor  of  State  House,  Db. 
To  paid  Wm.  Tuthill  for  washing  and  cleaning  State  House,  black- 
ing stoves,  &Q S8.00 

To  one  day  in  putting  house  in  order 1.50 

To  4  3-4  cords  of  wood  at  7s  6d  per  cord 5.94 

To  paid  Campbell  for  moving  three  load 50 

To  paid  for  broom 38 

To  paid  for  2  1-2  quarts  of  ink,  and  jug 1.08 

To  paid  for  2  quarts  of  oil - 66 

To  75  lbs.  candles  at  14  cts 10.60 


Digitized  by 


Google 


408  Vermont  from  1783  to  1791. 


Petitions  from  William  Shattuck  and  Charles  Phelps, 

Feb.  24.  A  petition  from  William  Shattuck,  now  in  Benning- 
ton gaol,  praying  for  pardon,  &c.,  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
committee  of  five,  to  join  a  committee  from  the  Council,  to  take 
the  same  under  consideration,  state  facts,  and  make  report  of  their 
opinion  to  this  House.  The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Ormsby,  Mr. 
Harris,  Mr.  Shemway  [Shumway],  Mr.  Lyon,  and  Mr.  Sabin.' 

Feb.  26.  The  committee  on  Wm.  Shattuck's  petition  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  read,  and.  Ordered,  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  further  consideration.^ 

A  petition,  signed  by  Charles  Phelps,  now  in  gaol  in  this  town 
[Bennington] ,  praying  that  he  may  be  released  from  confinement, 
&c.,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  to  join  a 
committee  from  the  Council,  to  take  the  same  under  consideration, 
state  facts,  and  make  report.  The  members  chosen,  Mr.  Wal- 
bridge,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  S.  Knight,  Mr.  Moredock,  and  Mr.  Loomis.^ 

Feb.  27.  The  [foregoing]  committee  brought  in  their  report 
in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

That  said  Charles  Phelps  be  immediately  discharged  from  his 
imprisonment,  and  that  no  part  of  the  estate  of  said  Phelps,  which 
has  been  seized  and  confiscated  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
be  sold  or  disposed  of  until  further  orders  from  this  Assembly. 

The  said  report  was  read  and  accepted  ;  and,  Ordered^  that  a 
bill  be  brought  in  accordingly. 

A  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  discharge  Phelps  from  imprisonment, 
was  read,  accepted,  and  sent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for 
perusal  and  proposals  of  amendment.-^ 

I]^i  Council  ;  Feb.  27.  An  act  discharging  Charles  Phelps, 
&c.,  was  received  and  read,  and  on  the  question  to  concur  therein 
it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  And  the  said  Charles  Phelps,  being 
admitted  to  a  personal  appearance  before  the  Council,  did  volun- 


38  days  in  taking  care  of  State  House,  sweeping  same,  making  fires, 

lighting  candles,  ringing  bell,  &e.,  [paid  to  Sampson  Gale]...  38.00 

Ink  of  Vail 25 

Lamp  Oil 60 

1  day  in  procuring  materials 1.50 

[Filed]  State  House  Bill  for  1825.  868.71 

It  will  be  seen  Ihat  the  Surveyor  received  exactly  three  dollars  for  his 
own  services. 

^Assembly  Journal,  14.    •  Same,  19.    '  Same,  21.    *  Same,  23,  24. 
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tarily  take  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  and  Fidelity  to  the  State  of 
Vermont.' 

Feb.  28.  Resolved^  That  the  State's  Attorney  for  the  County 
of  Windham  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  suspend  collecting 
the  Fines  against  the  following  persons  until  further  order,  viz. 
Cyrel  Carpenter,  Edward  Carpenter,  Amos  Yaw,  jr.,  Shubael 
Bullock,  Elijah  Curtis,  Asaph  Carpenter,  Joseph  Chamberlain, 
and  Daniel  Thurber.* 

Estahlishment  of  Courts  in  Orange  County^  ^c. 

In  Assembly:  Feb.  27.  A  petition,  signed  Jacob  Bailey, 
President  of  a  Convention  of  the  inhabitants  of  Orange  County, 
praying  for  county  elections,  law  books,  that  the  courts  may  bo 
held  at  Newbury,  &c.,  &c.,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five,  to  join  a  committee  from  the  Council,  &c.  The  members 
chosen,  Mr.  Barber,  Mr.  Chipman,  Mr.  Sabin,  Mr.  E.  Robinson, 
and  Mr.  Walbridge.3 

March  1.  The  Assembly  sent  a  bill  to  the  Council  to  repeal 
the  act  of  1783,  to  prevent  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  being 
allowed  greater  privileges  within  this  State  than  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State  are  allowed  in  New  York  ;  but  the  Council  Journal 
does  not  indicate  the  concurrence  or  any  other  action  of  that  body.-^ 

March  4.  The  Committee,  &c.,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  Bailey,  &c.,  reported 

That  an  act  be  passed  directing  the  inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Orange  t'>  elect  officers  for  said  County  on  the  last  Wednesday 
of  September  next. 

*  Council  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  67.  In  the  Assembly  a  proposition  was 
made  to  sell  sufficient  of  Phelps's  property  to  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution, 
but  it  was  rejected.  On  the  5th  of  March,  however,  the  sale  of  enough 
to  raise  £49  13s  lid,  was  ordered,  to  reimburse  Joseph  Tucker  for  time 
and  expenses  in  rescuing  Oliver  Waters,  who  had  been  captured  by  the 
York  party  and  carried  a  prisoner  on  the  way  to  Poughkeepsie.  For 
this  affair,  in  which  Phelps  became  mixed,  see  Eastern  Vermont,  510-513. 
On  the  6th  of  March,  Phelps's  library  was  given  to  the  committee  on 
the  revision  of  the  laws,  with  an  engagement  to  pay  the  committee  for 
the  same  if  the  library  should  be  restored  to  Mr.  Phelps. — Printed 
Assembly  Journal,  47,  53. 

« Cmndl  Journal,  1781  to  1784,  68. 

» Printed  Assembly  Journal,  24.  Ante,  81,  82, 178,  274.  March  8,  a  bill 
was  passed  specifying  the  times  and  places  for  the  holding  of  county 
courts  in  the  county  of  Orange. 

*  Printed  Assembly  Journal,  27. 

62 
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Ordered,  that  a  bill  be  brought  in  accordingly,  [and  the  bill 
was  sent  to  the  Council  the  same  day.'] 


Action  implying  the  Independence  and  Sovereignity  of  Vermont,  ^c. 

In  Council:  March  5.  Resolved^  That  Mr.  Anthony  Has- 
WELL  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Post  Master  (General  within 
and  for  the  State  of  Vermont.' 

In  Assembly  :  March  5.  The  Council  sent  a  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  empower  the  Governor  to  settle  A  Treaty  op  Amity  and 
Commerce  with  the  Powers  op  Europe;  requesting  that  the 
same  might  be  passed  into  a  law  of  this  State.  Which  bill  was 
read  and  not  accepted  by  the  House.^ 

March  8.  The  Council  sent  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  empower 
the  Governor  to  settle  A  Treaty  op  Commerce  with  the  Powers 
OP  Europe,  &c.,  proposing  that  the  same  may  be  passed  into  a 
law. 

The  question  being  put,  whether  said  bill  should  pass  into  a  law 
of  this  state,  it  passed  in  the  negative.-^ 

In  Grand  Committee  :  Upon  the  bill  entitled  an  act  to  empower 
the  Governor  to  settle  a  treaty  of  Commerce  with  the  powers  of 
Europe,  &c., 

Resolved,  that  this  Committee  recommend  to  the  Legislature  to 
pass  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

Resolved,  that  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  com- 
mence a  correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  the  Province  op 
Quebec,  and  endeavor  to  open  a  trade  between  that  Province  and 
this  State.5 

This  appears  to  have  been  a  compromise  of  the  preceding 
propositions  as  to  the  European  Powers.  It  was  agreed  to  in  the 
Grand  Committee  of  the  House  and  Council ;  but  after  the  Coun- 
cil had  retired,  the  Assembly  rejected  it : 

In  Assembly  :  Resolved,  that  this  House  do  not  accept  of  the 
following  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole,  viz  : 

That  his  Excellency  the  Governor  be  requested  to  commence  a 
correspondence  with  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  &c.* 

March  9.  Resolved,  that  his  Excellency  be  requested  to  write 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
subject  of  the  tumults  in  Windham  County,  requesting  him  to  grant 


^  Printed  Assembly  Journal,  39.    *  Council  Journal,  1778  to  1784,  74. 
'  Printed  Assembly  Journal,  46.    *  Same,  55,    ^  Same,  60.    '  Softne,  61. 
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warrants  for  apprehending  such  inimical  persons  as  have  or  may 
flee  from  justice  out  of  this  state  into  that.' 

The  Assembly  adjourned  without  day  on  the  9th,  and  on  the 
10th  the  Council  adopted  the  following : 

In  Council:  March  10.  Resolved^  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested  tp  take  such  measures  as 
he  shall  judge  best  for  opening  Trade  with  the  Province  of 
Quebec 

This  is  substantially  the  resolution  the  Assembly  had  rejected 
on  the  8th,  but  the  Council  doubtless  regarded  it  as  admissable 
under  Sec.  18,  Part  ii,  of  the  Constitution,  giving  the  Governor  and 
Council  power  "  to  correspond  with  other  States,"  and  "  prepare 
such  business  as  may  appear  to  them  necessary  to  lay  before  the 
General  Assembly."  ^ 

In  Council:  April  12.  Resolved^  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  be  requested  to  call  on  Colonel  Ebcnezer  Allen  to 
take  possession  of  a  place  called  Dutchman's  Point  as  soon  as  the 
same  shall  be  evacuated  by  the  British  troops ;  and  also  that  the 
Governor  write  to  General  Haldimand  on  the  subject.-^ 

William  Shattuck  Pardoned. 

In  Council  :  April  12.  The  petition  of  William  Shattuck,  now 
a  prisoner  in  the  gaol  at  Bennington,  acquiescing  in  the  Justice  of 
his  sentence  to  Banishment  by  the  Honl.  the  Supreme  Court  of  this 
State  in  Sept.  1782,  and  praying  for  Pardon,  being  received  and 
read  : 

Resolved,  that  the  said  William  Shattuck  be  and  he  is  hereby 
pardoned,  released,  and  indemnified  from  the  said  sentence  of  Court 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  his  Banishment  and  Confiscation  of  Estate. 
And  that  the  Sheriff"  of  the  county  of  Bennington  be  and  is  hereby 
directed  to  release  the  said  William  Shattuck  from  his  confinement 
on  condition  that  he  pay  unto  the  said  SherifiF  £25  lawful  money, 


*  Vermont  had  delivered  to  Massachusetts  an  offender  against  the  peace 
of  that  State,  and  could  fivirly  ask  for  a  return  of  the  courtesy.  In  fact, 
however,  some  of  the  Vermonters  had  encroached  upon  Massachusetts  in 
the  pursuit  of  their  enemies,  and  it  was  politic  as  well  as  neighborly  to 
arrange  the  matter. — Ante,  322.  Eastern  Vennont,  511-513,  518-511), 
529-533.     Early  History,  430.     Printed  Assembly  Journal,  62. 

*  Council  Journal,  1778  to  1784,  77. 
^Shde's  State  Papers,  250. 

*  Council  Journal,  1778  to  1784,  78. 
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costs  of  prosecution,  or  give  suflBcient  security  to  the  Treasurer 
of  said  State,  payable  within  one  year  from  this  date,  and  pay  and 
satisfy  unto  Mr.  Nathan  Fay,  keeper  of  said  gaol,  for  the  expense 
of  keeping  said  prisoner  his  just  demands.  And  further  that  he 
the  said  William  Shuttuck  enter  into  Bonds  of  One  Hundred 
Pounds  Lawful  Money  with  Sufficient  Sureties  to  the  Treasurer  of 
this  State  that  he  do  not  enter  or  presume  to  go  into  the  County 
of  Windham  without  Liberty  therefor,  first  had  and  obtained  from 
this  Council.' 

For  a  detailed  account  of  the  last  insurrectionary  movements  in 
Windham  County,  the  reader  is  again  referred  to  B.  H.  Hall's 
Eantern  Vermont^  500-640.  A  very  painful  incident  in  it  was 
the  death  of  Daniel  Spicer,  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts,  who  lost 
his  life  by  being  associated  with  one  of  the  York  party.  Gov. 
Chittenden  reported  the  facts  to  Gov.  Hancock  of  Massachusetts, 
who,  on  the  26th  of  March,  by  request  of  the  General  Court,  is- 
sued a  proclamation,  warning  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  against 
intermeddling  with  the  controversy,  or  taking  any  part  in  it,  or 
favoring  either  of  the  parties  to  it,  closing  with  these  words  : 

And  all  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  this  commonwealth  are 
absolutely  and  most  solemnly  forbidden  to  take  arms  in  support 
of,  or  engaging  in  the  service,  or  contributing  to  the  conquest, 
success,  or  defense  of  either  of  the  said  parties,  as  they  will  answer 
it  at  their  peril. 

This  document  had  an  important  and  favorable  influence,  and 
under  the  act  of  Vermont,  giving  to  the  Governor  and  Council 
power  to  pardon  the  insurgents  and  their  abettors,  numerous  ap- 
plications were  made  and  pardons  granted,  and  many,  who  had 
been  most  noted  as  "  violent  Yorkers,"  submitted  to  the  authority 
of  Vermont  as  quiet  citizens.  With  this  restoration  of  peace,  new 
life  was  infused  into  the  society  of  Windham  county,  and  better 
sentiments  pervaded  the  whole  State.* 

The  Vermont  Question  in  CongresB,  1784. 
Feb.  2.  James  Duane,  then  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  New  York,  reported  instinictions  to  the  delegates  in  Con- 
gress, respecting  the  rights  of  New  York  to  "  the  district  of  coun- 
try commonly  called  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,"  in  which  it  was 
declared  that  the  State  of  New  York  "  is  in  the  disagreeable  situ- 

'  Cmndl  Journal,  1778  to  1784,  78.     *  EasUm  Vermont,  632-^04. 
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ation  of  having  hostilities  commenced  against  her  citizens,  but  that 
if  she  must  recur  to  force  for  the  preservation  of  her  lawful  au- 
thority, the  impartial  world  will  pronounce  that  none  of  the  blood- 
shed, disorder,  or  dissention,  which  miy  ensue,  can  be  imputable 
to  this  legislature,"  which  conceived  themselves  "  to  be  urgently 
pressed  by  the  great  duty  of  self-preservation  to  prepare  for  the 
worst,"  and  that  if  Congress  unnecessarily  delayed  a  decision  of 
the  controversy,  it  would  "  be  considered  as  a  denial  of  justice." 
On  the  13th  a  committee  of  the  Assembly  reported :  "  That  upon 
the  whole  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  the  most  decided 
measures  ought  to  be  pursued,  without  loss  of  time,  as  well  for 
the  protection  of  our  said  suffering  citizens  [the  insurgents  against 
Vermont  in  Windham  county,]  as  for  the  peace  and  tranquility 
of  the  said  district.  That  therefore  Congress  ought  to  be  earn- 
estly pressed  to  determine  the  controversy ;"  and  to  remove  all 
uneasiness  about  the  right  of  soil  in  claimants,  the  lands  which 
they  hold  within  the  lines  of  the  towns  settled  by  them,  should  be 
confirmed  to  them,  "although  they  may  be  comprehended  within 
the  bounds  of  patents  of  prior  date,  under  the  seal  of  New  York ;" 
and  "  that  this  concession  should  be  fully  guaranteed  to  the  said 
claimants  bi/  the  United  States  in  Congress  assemhled.^^  Both 
reports  were  agreed  to,  March  2,  as  instructions  to  the  delegates 
of  New  York  in  Congress.  On  the  27th  of  March,  Gov.  Clinton 
communicated  to  the  Legislature  sundry  letters  giving  accounts 
of  "  the  disagreeable  situation  "  to  which  many  of  the  adherents 
to  New  York  in  Cumberland  [Windham]  county  had  been  re- 
duced ;  and  these,  with  the  instructions,  were  sent  to  the  New 
York  delegates  in  Congress.' 

Intelligence  of  this  action  having  been  received  by  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden, he  called  a  special  session  of  the  Council,  at  which  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted : 

In  Council  :  April  12, 1784.  Resolved,  that  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  be  requested  to  address  His  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York  of  late  with  respect  to  a 
decision  of  the  Controversy  relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State.* 


*  Early  History,  432.    Eastern  Vermont,  522-525,  534. 
« Council  Joximal,  1778  to  1784,  78. 
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April  24.  Messrs.  DeWitt  and  Paine  pi-csented  to  Congress  a 
written  statement  of  the  claims  and  demands  of  New  York,  in 
compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature,  which  was  i-e- 
ferred  to  a  committee  consisting  of  Jacob  Read  of  South  Carolina, 
Roger  Sherman  of  Connecticut,  William  EUery  of  Rhode  Island, 
Samuel  Hardy  of  Virginia,  and  Jolm  Beatty  of  New  Jersey.' 

Through  the  forecaste  of  the  Governor  aod  Council,  this  move- 
ment of  New  York  in  Congress  was  promptly  met  by  the  follow- 
ing sharp  and  strong  letter : 

Q-oiK  Chittenden  to  the  President  of  Congress.'' 

State  of  Vermont,  Arlington,  April  26, 1784. 

Sir :  With  that  respect  for  congress  which  the  citizens  of  this 
state  have  ever  maintained,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  to  your  excel- 
lency the  sentiments  of  the  council  of  this  state,  on  the  late  pro- 
ceedings of  the  senate  and  assembly  of  the  state  of  New  York 
respecting  this  state,  that  your  excellency  may  lay  the  same  before 
congress,  for  their  consideration. 

On  the  21st  of  October,  1771),  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
New  York  passed  a  special  law  empowering  congress  to  hear  and 
determine  the  controversy  between  that  state  and  this,  not  upon 
the  principles  of  the  confederation,  but  according  to  equity;  and 
on  the  7th  and  20th  of  August,  1781,  congress  proposed  prelimi- 
naries of  a  settlement  of  the  said  controversy,  to  this  state,  which 
were  accepted  and  fully  complied  with  by  the  legislature  of  this 
state  at  their  session  in  February,  1782. 

The  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York,  in  the  November  pre- 
ceeding  (1781,)  had  spiritedly  remonstrated  against  the  prelimi- 
nary settlement  of  congress  aforesaid,  an  extract  of  which  remon- 
strance is  as  follows : 

"  Resolved,  That  in  case  of  any  attempt  of  congress  to  carry 
into  execution  their  said  acts  of  the  7th  and  20th  of  August  last, 
this  legislature,  with  all  due  deference  to  congress,  are  bound  in 
duty  to  their  constituents  to  declare  the  same  an  assumption  of 
power  in  the  face  of  said  act  of  submission  of  this  state,  and  against 
the  clear  letter  and  sjnrit  of  the  second,  third,  ninth  and  eleventh 
articles  of  confederation,  and  a  manifest  infringement  of  the  same, 
and  do  therefore  liereby  solemnly  protest  against  the  same." 

But  of  late  it  appears,  the  senate  and  assembly  of  the  state  of 
New  York  are  again  urging  congress  to  decide  their  controversy 
witli  this  state.  It  seems  they  are  willing  congress  should  settle 
the  dispute  as  thef/  have  a  mind,  but  not  otherwise. 

'  Early  Ilistory,  4;{3.    -  Same,  433. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


The  Vermont  Question  in  Congress^  1784.  415 

It  appears  from  the  late  journal  of  the  senate  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  "  That  the  delegates  be  further  ihstructcd  to  press 
congress  for  a  decision  in  the  long  protracted  controversy  respect- 
ing the  right  of  this  state  to  the  district  commonly  called  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants ;"  and  further,  "  But  that  if  she  must  recur  to 
force  for  the  preservation  of  her  lawful  authority,  the  impartial 
world  will  pronounce  that  none  of  the  bloodshed,  disorder  or  dis- 
union which  may  ensue,  can  be  imputable  to  this  legislature."  As 
to  this  bloody  proposition^  the  council  of  this  state  have  only  to 
remark,  that  Vermont  does  not  wish  to  enter  into  a  war  with  the 
state  of  New  York,  but  that  she  tvill  act  on  the  defensive^  and  ex- 
pect that  congress  and  the  twelve  states  will  observe  a  strict  neu- 
trality, and  let  the  two  contending  states  settle  their  own  contro- 
versy. 

As  to  the  allegation  of  the  state  of  New  York  against  the  con- 
duct of  this  state  in  bringing  a  few  malcontents  to  justice  and  obe- 
dience to  government,  whom  they  have  inspired  with  sedition,  I 
have  only  to  observe  that  this  matter  has  been  managed  by  tlie 
wisdom  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  who  consider  themselves 
herein  amenable  to  no  earthly  tribunal. 

Before  I  conclude  this  letter  I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  excel- 
lency that  it  appears  to  the  council  of  this  state  improper  that  tlie 
states  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire,  who  are  competitors  for 
the  jurisdiction  thereof,  should  vote  in  congress  on  any  motion  which 
respects  Vermont,  and  also  contrary  to  the  express  resolution  of 
congress  of  the  24th  of  September,  1779,  in  the  words  following : 
"  And  that  neither  of  the  said  statos  shall  vote  on  any  question 
relative  to  the  decision  thereof;"  that  is,  relative  to  the  independ- 
ence of  Vermont ;  although  it  appears  from  the  journals  of  congress 
that  those  claiming  states  have  ever  since  voted  on  all  matters  in 
which  the  interest  of  this  state  has  been  concerned. 

Sir :  I  conclude  this  letter  with  the  satisfaction  of  reminding 
congress  that  this  state  is  still  desirous  of  a  confederation  with  the 
United  States.        I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Thomas  Chittenden. 

His  Excellency^  the  President  of  Congress. 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Vermont 
into  the  Union,  May  29,  1784. 

The  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  claims  and  de- 
mands of  New  York  and  the  reply  of  Governor  Chittenden,  on 
the  29th  of  May  made  the  following  report,  which  is  entered  at 
length  on  the  journal  of  that  body  of  the  3d  of  June,  1784.     It 
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is  the  latest  proceeding  which  is  found  on  the  journal  of  the  old 
Congress  relative  to  Vermont,  and  it  remained  unacted  upon  by 
that  body  at  the  close  of  the  confederation.  It  is  understood  that 
the  report  embodied  the  views  of  a  majority  of  the  states  at  that 
time,  but  that  it  could  not  command  the  votes  of  the  requisite 
number,  to  wit,  nine  of  the  thirteen  states.' 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr. 
Ellery,  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Partridge,^  to  whom  was  referred  the 
representation  of  the  delegates  from  the  state  of  New  York,  re- 
specting the  controversy  between  the  said  state  and  the  people 
inhabiting  the  territory  called  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  made 
in  pursuance  of  express  instructions  from  the  legislature  of  the 
said  state,  urging  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  decision  of  the 
said  controvei'sy,  with  sundry  affidavits  and  other  papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  having  carefully  examined  the  papers,  and  the 
files  and  proceedings  of  Congress,  respecting  the  said  controversy, 
and  maturely  considered  the  case,  report  thereon  as  follows  : 

That  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  August,  1781,  recit- 
ing that  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  had  submit^ 
ted  to  Congress  the  decision  of  the  disputes  between  them  and  the 
people  inhabiting  the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of 
Connecticut  river,  called  the  state  of  Vermont,  concerning  their 
respective  claims  of  jurisdiction  over  said  territory,  and  had  been 
heard  thereon,  and  that  the  people  aforesaid  did  claim  and  exer- 
cise the  powers  of  a  sovereign  independent  state,  and  had  re- 
quested to  be  admitted  into  the  federal  union  of  these  states  :  It 
was  among  other  things  resolved, 

"  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  confer  with  such 
person  or  persons  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  people  residing  on 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  river, 
or  by  their  representative  body,  respecting  their  claim  to  be  an 
independent  state,  and  on  what  terms  it  may  be  proper  to  admit 
them  into  the  federal  union  of  these  states,  in  case  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  determine  to  recognize  their 
independence,  and  thereof  make  report.  And  it  is  hereby  recom- 
mended to  the  people  of  the  territory  aforesaid,  or  their  repre- 
sentative body,  to  appoint  an  agent  or  agents  to  repair  immediately 
to  Philadelphia,  with  full  powers  and  instinictions  to  confer  with 
the  said  committee  on  the  matters  aforesaid,  and  on  behalf  of  the 

^Eastern  Vermont^  b'^b\  Early  History  of  Vt,  432-435;  Committee 
Book  and  original  papers  in  the  State  Department  at  Washington. 

•  George  Partridge  of  Massachusetts  seems  to  have  been  appointed  on 
the  committee  in  place  of  Mr.  Beatty  of  New  Jersey. 
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said  people  to  agree  upon  and  ratify  terms  and  articles  of  union 
and  confederation  with  the  United  States  of  America,  in  case  they 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union ;  and  the  said  committee  are 
hereby  instructed  to  give  notice  to  the  agents  of  the  states  of  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York,  to  be  present  at  the  conference  afore- 
said." 

And  on  the  8th  day  of  the  said  August,  a  committee  was 
accordingly  appointed,  who  afterwards  had  a  conference  with 
Jonas  Fay,  Ira  Allen  and  Bezalecl  Woodward,  agents  appointed 
by  the  authority  of  the  people  inhabiting  the  said  territory  caljed 
the  New  Hampshire  Grants,  to  repair  to  Congress,  and  to  propose 
and  receive  from  them,  terms  of  a  union  with  the  United  States, 

That  the  committee  appointed  as  aforesaid  having  made  their 
report,  Congress  on  the  20th  day  of  August,  1781,  came  to  the 
following  resolution : 

"  It  being  the  fixed  purpose  of  Congress  to  adhere  to  the  guar- 
antee to  the  states  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  contained 
in  the  resolutions  of  the  7th  instant :  Resolved^  That  it  be  an 
indispensable  preliminary  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  the  people  inhabiting  the  territory  called  Vermont,  and  their 
admission  into  the  federal  union,  that  they  explicitly  relinquish  all 
demands  of  lands  or  jurisdiction  on  the  east  side  of  the  west  bank 
of  Connecticut  river,  and  on  the  west  side  of  a  line  beginning  at 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  thence  run- 
ning twenty  miles  east  of  Hudson's  river,  so  far  as  the  said  river 
runs  northeasterly  in  its  general  course  ;  then  by  the  west  bounds 
of  the  townships  granted  by  the  late  government  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, to  the  river  running  from  South  Bay  to  lake  Champlain  ; 
thence  along  the  said  river  to  lake  Champlain  ;  thence  along  the 
waters  of  lake  Champlain,  to  the  latitude  of  45  degrees  north, 
excepting  a  neck  of  land  between  Missiskoy  Bay  and  the  waters 
of  lake  Cliamplain." 

Which  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  nine  states. 

That  on  the  19th  of  October,  1781,  the-Assembly  of  Vermont, 
taking  into  their  consideration  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress, 
liesolved,  That  they  could  not  comply  with  it,  without  destroying 
the  harmony  then  subsisting  in  that  state,  and  a  violation  of  a  sol- 
emn compact  entered  into  by  articles  of  union,  <fec.,  as  appears  on 
the  journal  of  Congress  of  the  4th  of  April,  1782. 

That  afterwards,  on  the  22nd  of  February,  1782,  the  people 
inhabiting  the  said  territory  called  Vermont,  by  their  representa- 
tives in  general  assembly,  in  compliance  with  the  aforesaid  act  of 
Congress,  then  remaining  unaltered  and  unrepealed,  came  to  the 
following  resolution,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  west  bank  of  Connecticut  river,  and  a 
53 
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line  beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  from  thence  northward  20  miles  east  of  Hudson's 
river,  as  s|)ecified  in  the  resolutions  of  Congress  in  August  last, 
shall  be  considered  as  the  east  and  west  boundaries  of  this  state  ; 
and  that  this  assembly  do  hereby  relinquish  all  claims  and  de- 
mands to  and  jurisdiction  in  and  over  any  and  every  district  of 
territory  without  said  boundary  lines." 

And  afterwards,  in  the  said  month  of  February,  1782,  the  said 
general  assembly  appointed  Moses  Robinson,  Paul  Spooner,  Isaac 
Tichenor  and  Jonas  Fay,  esqrs.  agents,  with  plenary  powers,  on 
behalf  of  the  people  of  the  said  district,  to  negotiate  and  agree 
on  terms  for  their  admission  into  confederation  with  these  United 
States ;  and  upon  such  admission  to  represent  the  said  state  of 
Vcnnout  in  Congress  : 

And  it  being  now  represented  by  the  state  of  New  York,  that 
great  danger  and  distress  will  arise  from  a  further  delay  of  the 
decision  of  the  said  controversy  ;  and  the  people  of  Vermont  hav- 
ing complied  as  aforesaid  with  the  terms  prescribed  by  Congress, 
as  a  preliminary  to  the  recognition  of  their  independence,  your 
committee  submit  the  following  resolves  : 

Besolved^  That  the  district  of  territory  lying  on  the  west  side 
of  Connecticut  river,  called  Vermont,  within  the  limits  and  boun- 
daries described  in  the  act  of  congress  of  the  20th  of  August,  1781, 
and  the  people  inhabiting  the  same,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  rec- 
ognized and  declared  to  be  a  free,  sovereign  and  independent 
state,  by  the  name  of  the  state  of  Vermont.  That  the  said  state 
of  Vermont,  being  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
considered  a  part  of  the  confederacy,  on  the  same  principles  as 
the  new  states,  who  shall  have  established  permanent  governments 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  23d  of  April  last,  until  it 
shall  accede  to  the  articles  of  confederation  and  be  admitted  into 
the  federal  union  of  these  states. 

Resolvedj  That  Congress  adhere  to  the  guarantee  to  the  states 
of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  7th  and  20th  day  of  August,  1781 ;  and  if  it  shall  ap{)ear, 
on  running  the  line  between  the  states  of  New  York  and  Ver- 
mont, that  the  latter  hath  made  any  encroachments  on  the  terri- 
tory of  the  former,  the  same  shall  be  immediately  removed.^ 

Your  committee  further  report,  with  respect  to  the  matters 
alleged  by  the  delegates  of  New  York,  concerning  the  sufferings 
of  individuals  by  banishment  and  confiscation  of  property,  and  the 
disorders  and  violences  that  have  happened  in  consequence  of  the 
opposite  and  interfering  jurisdictions  exercised  by  the  state  of 
New  York  and  the  government  of  Vermont,  over  the  same  per- 
sons within  the  said  district ;  that  the  several  letters  and  papers 
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from  the  governor  of  New  York  and  the  people  of  Vermont,  rela- 
tive to  those  matters,  have  been  heretofore  committed,  and  no 
report  hath  been  made  thereon  ;  your  committee  are  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  if  Congress  should  judge  it  expedient  to  take  any 
further  order  respecting  those  matters,  it  will  be  proper  again  to 
commit  those  papers. 

June  3,  the  New  York  delegates  proposed  to  take  up  this  re- 
port, but  only  two  States  voted  for  it  —  New  York  and  New 
Hampshire.  This  closes  the  record  of  the  protracted  and  trouble- 
some controversy  in  the  old  Congress.' 

Defence  of  the  Policy  of  Vermont  in  the   Controversy  with  New 
Yorkj  and  the  Haldimand  Negotiation.^ 

The  following  letter,  published  in  the  Vermont  Q-azettCj  [Ben- 
nington,] Nov.  18, 1784,  though  out  of  the  chronological  order,  is 
a  fit  closing  of  the  transactions  of  Vermont  with  the  Continental 
Congress,  as  well  as  a  defense  of  the  Haldimand  negotiation.  It 
was  written  and  published  by  Ethan  Allen,  on  the  request  of 
Governor  Chittenden,  in  connection  with  the  preceding  letter 
of  the  Governor  to  the  President  of  Congress.  It  is  dated  in  the 
manuscript  copy  ''  November  30th,  1784,"  but  the  true  date  prob- 
ably was  Oct.  30,  as  the  letter  was  printed  on  the  18th  of  Novem- 
ber.   The  manuscript  contains  several  errors  made  by  the  copyist. 

To  THE  Public. 

In  pursuance  of  special  directions  from  His  Excellency  Gov- 
ernor Chittenden,  I  am  to  cause  the  following  letter,  addressed  to 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  to  be  communicated  to 
the  public  through  the  channel  of  the  Vermont  Q-azette^  for  the 
satisfaction  of  their  anxiety.  It  is  the  last  transaction  of  this 
State  with  Congress,  to  which  letter  there  has  been  no  answer 
returned.  I  have  further  to  observe,  that  a  few  months  past  the 
delegates  of  New  York  in  Congress  presented  a  memorial  that 
they  [congress]  would  make  a  resolution  [decision]  respecting 
the  independency  of  Vermont.  Upon  which  Congress  appointed 
a  committee,  which  have  reported  that  Vermont  ought  to  be  an 
independent  State,  but  that  it  should  be  procrastinated  until  some 
Southern  State  should  likewise  be  created,  and  until  the  condi- 
tions of  the  admission  of  this  State  into  the  federal  union  of  the 
United  State  should  be  agreed  on.     This  is  the  last  doings  of  Con- 


^ Early  History,  435,  43(5.    ^  Ethan  Allm  Ms.  Papers,  380. 
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gress  respecting  this  State  that  has  come  to  hand,  except  that  the 
delegates  of  the  State  of  New  York  urged  Congress  to  take  up 
and  act  on  their  said  committee's  report,  which  they  [congress] 
negatived. 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  wisdom  and  good  policy  of  repuljlican 
governments  to  inform  their  citizens  of  the  management  and  cir- 
cumstances of  their  political  matters  so  far  as  their  opponent 
States  or  other  adversaries  may  not  take  advantage  of  it.  This 
then  should  be  the  criterion  of  the  promulgation  of  public  policy, 
for  it  is  injurious  to  the  public  good  to  expose  the  cabinet  coun- 
sels so  that  enemies  may  avail  themselves  of  such  advantages. 
This  maxim  has  ever  been  duly  adhered  to  by  the  leadhig  gentle- 
men of  this  State ^"^  which  has  given  occasion  to  some  to  censure 
those  gentlemen  in  public  trust,  though  they  have  at  the  same  time 
strenuously  acted  agreeable  to  the  best  good  of  the  community. 
The  short  of  the  matter  is,  that  indiscriminate  publication  of  state 
policy  defeats  itself  and  annihilates  its  own  existence. 

I  would  by  no  means  debar  tlie  populace  of  talking  and  plot- 
ting in  politics,  for  this  would  deprive  them  of  a  great  share  of 
their  happiness  and  importance ;  but  I  would  not  have  them 
complain  of  their  benefactors  nor  alter  the  measures  of  their  su- 
periors. The  Foreign  Policy  of  this  GroVt^nment  has  been  dem- 
onstrated to  be  good  in  the  fittal  consequence  [result]  of  it^  and 
the  State  is  in  good  and  respectable  condition  at  present.  It  only 
remains  that  our  courts  of  et^uity  and  law  do  impartial  justice, 
and  that  our  citizens  support  the  honor  and  dignity  of  our  laws 
and  unitedly  combine  to  support  our  liberty  and  independency. 

From  the  Public's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Ethan  Allen. 

On  reading  Gen,  Ethan  Attends  animadversions  on  the  proceedings 

of  the  Senate  of  New  York  against  Vermont. 

By  T.  Rowley,  Usq.' 

May  Allen  live  to  use  the  quill, 

While  York  in  envy  reigns. 
With  ready  mind  and  active  will 

T'  expose  their  wicked  plans. 
May  all  contagion  flee  away, 

And  at  a  distance  stand ; 


*  The  phrase  used  in  the  Ilaldimand  negotiation  to  denote  those  who 
were  engaged  in  or  cognizant  of  it ;  and  here  it  has  the  same  applica- 
tion. 

*  Ethan  Allen  Ms,  Papers^  425. 
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No  hypochondrics  plague  Iiis  mind, 

Nor  palsy  shake  his  hand, 
Till  nature's  great  diurnal  wheel 

Some  future  day  rolls  on, 
When  all  the  Yorkers'  courage  fail, 

And  all  their  hopes  are  gone. 
Then  may  our  Allen  have  repose. 

Before  his  days  shall  cease, 
And  sing  and  see  his  labours  close 

And  leave  Vermont  in  peace. 

October  Session  of  the  General  Assembly ^  1784. 

The  General  Assembly  met  at  Rutland,  Oct.  14,  and  on  the 
15th  the  record  is  : 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  made  a  speech*  to  the  Council 
and  House ;  after  which  he  laid  the  following  papers  before  the 
House,  in  their  order,  viz  : 

A  copy  of  a  letter  signed  by  his  Excellency,  dated  Bennington, 
March  10,  1784,  directed  to  his  Excellency  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

An  attested  copy  of  a  petition,  signed  by  Abigail  Spicer,  Jabez 
Spicer,  Asher  Spicer,  Roger  Spicer,  and  Jonathan  Spicer,  to  the 
hon.  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  assembled  at  General  Court  at  Boston,  dated 
March,  1784 — [on  the  death  of  Daniel  Spicer].  Likewise  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts, 
of  the  25th  of  March,  1784.  Also  a  letter  signed  by  his  Excel- 
lency John  Hancock,  Esq.,  dated  March  30,  1784,  directed  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  with  a  proclamation  of  his  Excellency 
John  Hancock,  Esfj.,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, dated  the  2Gth  of  March,  1784,  were  read. 

Also  a  copy  of  a  letter  signed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
dii-ected  to  his  Excellency  Frederick  Haldimand,  Governor  of 
Canada,  Ac,  dated  xlpril  15, 1784.  Also,  a  copy  of  one  other  letter 
from  his  Excellency,  directed  as  aforesaid,  dated  July  12, 1784. 

And  a  copy  of  one  other  letter  signed  by  his  Excellency, 
directed  to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  were  read.' 

*Note  on  the  Assembly  Journal. —  "The  speech  was  delivered  to  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  an  answer,  who  never  mmle  a  report  nor  returned  the 
speech." 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address,  in  answer  to  the  Gov- 
ernor's speech,  consisted  of  Stephen  R.  Bradley,  Thomas  Tolman,  and 
Isaac  Tichcnor. 

^Assembly  Journal,  Oct.  1784  and  June  1785,  [printed  J  6. 
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Reprisals  on  the  Properly  of  Citizens  of  New  York, 
Oct.  18.  Micah  Townshend  presented  a  petition  setting  forth 
that  he  had  been  arrested  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  an  action 
of  trespass,  by  Seth  Smith,  solely  for  ofl5ci^.ting  in  his  duty  as 
clerk  of  the  county  court  of  Windham  county,  and  praying  the 
interference  of  the  General  Assembly  and  indemnity.  The  case 
was  examined,  and  resulted  in  "  an  act  appointing  Commissioners 
to  make  reprisal  in  a  case  therein  named,"  which  authorized  the 
Commissioners  "  to  make  seizure  of  so  much  of  the  lands  owned 
by  any  one  or  more  of  the  subjects  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
lying  within  this  State,  as  will  raise  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds,  lawful  money,  in  specie,  when  sold  at  public 
vendue."  ' 

The  General  Assembly  as  a  Court  in  Cases  of  Bankruptcy, 
Thomas  Chandler,  by  petition,  set  forth  his  willingness  to  de- 
liver up  the  whole  of  his  estate  to  his  creditor's,  bona  fide^  and 
prayed  for  an  act  "  to  enable  his  creditors  to  share  a  dividend  of 
his  estate,  and  he  be  relieved  from  the  fears  of  going  into  a  lone- 
some prison,"  and  it  was 

Ordered^  that  the  [Xititioner  cite  his  creditors  to  give  reasons 
vvhy  the  f)rayer  of  said  petition  should  not  be  granted. 

At  the  June  session  the  creditors  were  cited  to  appear  and  an 
act  was  [)asscd  discharging  Chandler  from  imprisonment  on  deliv- 
ing  up  his  property.^ 

Final  Proceedings  in  the  Case  of  Charles  Phelps. 

Oct.  23.  Mr.  rhelps  prayed  for  a  full  pardon,  and  a  reversion 
of  the  sentence  of  the  Supreme  Court.  On  the  2Gth  the  commit- 
tee reported  : 

That  said  Charles  Phelps,  Esq.,  lias  been  meritorious  in  his 
former  opposition  to  tlie  government  of  New  York's  gmnting 
lands,  &c.,  and  opposing  the  people  in  Cumberland  County  uniting 

*  Printed  Assemhhj  Journal,  1:5,  2J).     SlacWs  State  Papers,  491. 

^Assembly  Journal,  Oct.  1784,  15,  June  1785,  17,  4,%  and  Slade's  StaU 
Papers,  497.  8ec  Sees.  21  and  25,  Part  n,  of  the  Constitution,  in  Sktde's 
State  Papers,  251,  252. 
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and  associating  with  New  York ;  and  that  he  has  been  very  ser- 
viceable to  his  country  by  procuring  and  selling,  witliout  profit 
to  himself,'a  quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  salt ;  we  also  find 
that  said  Phelps  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  past,  exceedingly 
obstinate  against,  and  troublesome  to,  khis  government ;  and  that 
he  has  had  sentence  of  imprisonment  and  confiscation  of  all  his 
estate  both  real  and  personal,  passed  against  him  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State,  for  treason  ;  however,  your  Committee  would 
recommend  him  as  a  fit  object  of  mercy,  on  account  of  his  former 
merit,  his  advanced  age,  and  the  bad  circumstances  of  his  family  ; 
and  submit  it  as  their  opinion,  that  he  have  all  his  former  estate, 
both  real  and  personal,  returned  to  him,  (except  what  has  been 
disposed  of  by  the  public,)  on  his  paying  £S5  lawful  money  to 
the  Stat.e  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  cost  this  govern- 
ment have  been  at  on  account  of  the  exertions  against  government 
by  him  and  his  late  associates. 

The  result  was,  "an  act  pardoning  Charles  Phelps,  Esq.,  of 
Marlborough,  in  the  county  of  Windham,  and  restoring  to  him 
all  his  estate,  real  and  personal."  The  act  required  Phelps 
to  discharge  two  notes  by  Oliver  Waters,  given  when  he  was  a 
prisoner  to  the  York  party,  amounting  to  about  X21,  but  which 
were  to  be  endorsed  on  the  £S5  note  to  be  given  by  Phelps.' 

Other  Acts  of  Clemency, 
Oct.  25,  two  petitions  were  presented,  "  signed  by  a  number  of 
the  late  disaffected  inhabitants  in  the  southerly  part  of  Windham 
County."  Six  of  the  petitioners  were  under  bonds  for  trial  on 
charges  made  against  them,  but  asked  for  pardon,  and  to  be  re- 
ceived as  citizens  of  the  State.  In  response  to  these  petitions  the 
Assembly  passed  "  an  act  granting  to  the  several  persons  therein 
named  a  free  pardon  for  the  several  crimes  herein  described." 
The  act  embraced  seven  citizens  of  Brattleborough,  eighteen  of 
Guilford,  and  one  of  Marlborough  —  in  all,  twenty-six.^ 


*  Printed  Assembly  Journal,  28,  33,  35,  40;  Slade's  State  Papers,  494. 
Phelps  remained  in  sentiment  devoted  to  New  York,  and  dated  his  last 
will  at  ^^New  Marlborough,  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  and  State  of  New 
York:'  He  died  in  April,  1789,  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age.—. 
Eastern  Vermont,  537,  079-689. 

•Printed  Assembly  Journal,  29,  42,  44,  55  ;  Slade's  SUite  Papers,  495  ; 
Eastern  Vermont,  536. 
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In  Council  :  Oct.  27.  On  the  petition  of  Edward  Carpenter, 
Asaph  Carpenter,  and  Cyrryl  [Carpenter,]  Resolved^  that  the 
fines  of  the  above  named  three  jxjrsons,  imposed  on  them  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  be  and  is  hereby  remitted.' 

The  General  Assembly  as  a  Court  of  Chancery. 

State  of  Vermont,  \ 

Rutland,  October  21,  1784.  \ 

The  Court  of  Equity  or  Chancery,  consisting  of  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  the  Honorable  the  Council  and  General  Asscmlily, 
met  agreeable  to  their  adjournment  of  the  28th  of  February  last, 
to  hear  and  determine  the  dispute  between  the  proprietors  of  Wil- 
mington and  the  proprietors  of  Draper. 

After  hearing  the  i)etition  and  evidences  in  behalf  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  Wilmington,  the  Court  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  eight  o'clock. 

On  the  22d,  Mr.  Knight  moved  for  a  continuance  and  a  commit- 
tee to  visit  Wilmington,  alias  Drajx^r,  and  inquire  into  the  matter 
of  the  dispute. 

It  being  moved  in  Court,  that  the  Council  and  Assembly  vote 
separately  on  the  question  for  commitment,  the  question  being  put 
to  the  Council,  it  passed  in  the  aflSrmative,  and  was  negatived  by 
the  General  Assembly. 

The  Court  adjourned  to  the  26th,  and  no  pei-son  appearing  for 
Draper,  the  Court  ordered  and  awarded  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
proprietors  of  Wilmington.  The  decree  is  set  forth  in  full  on  the 
journal. 

Mr.  Knight,  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  DrajKjr,  moved  for 
a  review  in  the  case,  &c.     The  Court  do  therefore 

Order^  That  a  review  be  granted  accordingly ;  and  that  they 
will  then  hear  the  matter  in  dispute,  and  finally  determine  the 
same.  (Signed)  Roswell  Hopkins,  Clerk.' 

Election  cf  Agents  and  Delegates  to  Congress. 

Thursday,  Oct.  28, 1784. 
Agreeable  to  order,  proceeded  to  choose  l)y  joint  ballot  of  Gov- 
ernor, Council,  and  Assembly,  three  Agents  to  attend  Congress, 


*  Council  Journal,  Vol.  ii,  143. 

^Printed  Assembly  Journal,  35-37.  These  proccedingf*  were  under 
the  second  and  third  sections  of  an  act  of  1779,  which  were  repealed  in 
17m.—;Slade''8  Vermont  State  PajJers,  394,  505. 
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to  transact  and  negotiate  the  business  of  this  State  with  that  body. 
The  ballots  being  taken  and  sorted,  the  Honorable  Moses  Robin- 
son, Ira  Allen,  and  Nathaniel  Niles,  Esquires,  were  elected. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  General  Assembly  proceeded  to  choose 
three  Delegates  to  [represent  this  State  inj  Congress.  The  bal- 
lots being  sorted  and  counted,  the  Honorable  Moses  Robinson,  Ira 
Allen,  and  Nathaniel  Niles,  Esquires,  were  elected.' 

Free  Trade  with  Canada^  and  throvrgh  Canada  with  Europe. 

This  subject  was  again  considered,  in  the  two  Houses  separ- 
ately and  in  joint  assembly,  with  the  following  result : 
An  act  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  free  trade  to  and  through 
the  province  of  Quebec. 

Whereas,  many  advantages  will  arise  to  the  citizens  of  this 
State,  by  extending  commerce  to  the  province  of  Quebec,  and 
through  that  channel  to  Europe:     Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted^  &c.,  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  to  appoint  one  or 
more  persons,  not  exceeding  three,  to  repair  to  the  province  of 
Quebec,  with  full  power  to  confer  with  any  person,  or  persons, 
that  may  be  authorized  therefor,  by  any  power  with  whom  it 
shall  be  necessary  to  agree,  concerning  matters  of  trade  and 
conmierce ;  and  to  transact  with  such  person,  or  persons,  all 
such  matters  and  business  as  shall  be  necessary  to  complete, 
on  the  part  of  this  state,  the  opening  a  free  trade  into,  and 
through,  said  province  of  Quebec.^ 

In  Council  :  Oct.  29.  Resolved^  that  three  agents  be  appointed 
to  transact  the  necessary  business  of  opening  a  free  Trade  to  for- 
eign Powers,  through  the  Province  of  Quebec,  agreeable  to  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  passed  this  day,  entitled  "  an  act 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  free  Trade  to  and  from  [through]  the 
Province  of  Quebec;"  and  that  the  Honbl.  Ira  Allen,  Esq.,  Major 
Joseph  Fay,  and  the  Honbl.  Jonas  Fay,  Esq.,  be  and  hereby  are 
appointed  Agents  or  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.^ 

^Assetnhly  Journal,  1778-1784,  635;  and  printed  Joti^rnal,  45. 

*  Printed  Journal,  41,43,44,  49,  51;  and  Slade's  State  Papers,  496. 
The  Governor  and  Council  submitted  two  propositions,  one  for  "  free 
trade  and  commerce  with  tlie  Province  of  Quebec  upon  Terms  of  Reci- 
procity;" and  the  other  of  obtaining  leave  to  pass  by  water  "to  said  Prov- 
ince with  their  [our]  lumber,  and  to  Barter  or  Exchange  Commodities 
upon  Terms  recipiocAl  with  foreign  Powers." — Council  Journal,  Vol.  ir, 
142, 143. 

*  Same,  145.    '  Council  Journal,  Vol.  n,  150. 
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June  Session  of  the  General  Assembly ^  1785. 
1785.  The  General  Assembly  met  at  Norwich,  pursuant  to 
June  2.  previous  adjournment.  On  tlie  3d,  the  Governor  was 
requested  to  inform  the  House  what  had  been  done  under  the  act 
for  Free  Trade  to  and  through  the  Province  of  Quebec ;  on  the 
0th,  the  SjKjaker,  by  order  of  the  House,  communicated  this  re- 
quest, and  on  the  same  day  the  Governor  replied,  informing  the 
House  of  the  appointment  of  Agents,  of  the  mission  of  Ira  Allen, 
and  that  on  the  8th  Mr.  Allen  would  make  his  report.  On  that 
day,  accordingly,  the  following  report  was  submitted  to  the  House, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  he  was  to  some  degree  successful, 
and  moreover  that  he  had  institxUed  a  neyotiatlon  tvith  Great 
Britain^  through  the  Lieut.  Governor  (then  acting  Governor)  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec : ' 

Report  on  the  Mission  to  the  Province  of  Quebec, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Honoi*able  Ira  Allen, 
Esq.,  made  the  following  report  of  his  proceedings  on  his  commis- 
sion to  the  Province  of  Quebec,  &c.,  viz. 

To  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  notv  convened  at  Nonvich. 
To  your  message  of  tlie  6th  instant,  I  have  tlie  pleasure  to  ixitum 
the  following  answer,  viz.  That  in  pursuance  to  appointment  and 
commission  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and  establishing,  on  the 
part  of  this  State,  a  free  trade  to  and  through  the  Province  of 
Quebec,  to  Europe,  I  waited  on  his  Honor  LieutenantrGovemor 
Hamilton,  in  the  city  of  Quebec,  in  the  montli  of  March  last, 
where  I  was  politely  received  by  the  Governor  and  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  of  said  Province.  I  laid  before  the  Gov- 
ernor a  duplicate  of  my  commission,  together  with  a  copy  of  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  on  said  subject.  The  Governor  convened 
the  Council ;  and,  after  deliberation,  informed  me,  that  the  pow- 
ers vested  in  them  were  not  competent  to  the  establishing  a  treaty 
of  commerce  ;  but  showed  a  willingness  to  do  any  thing  that  might 
be  consistent,  to  facilitate  such  treaty.  I  wrote  an  address  to  the 
Governor  on  the  subject,  which,  together  with  the  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature, and  duplicate  of  my  commission,  was  sent  to  his  Majesty. 
Sundry  letters  were  wrote  and  sent  to  cori*espondents  in  London 
on  the  subject.     I  expect  to  l)e  informed  by  writing  from  Quetec 

^Assembly  Journal^  June  178.5,  0, 10,  11, 10. 
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of  the  returns  from  London.  In  the  mean  time  the  produce  and 
manufactures  of  this  State  are  admitted  into  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec, and  the  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandize,  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec  and  Great  Britain,  are  admitted  into  this  State ; 
peltry  excepted,  which  being  contraband,  are  forfeited  if  detected ; 
as  also  many  other  articles  of  foreign  growth  and  manufactures, 
if  attempted  to  be  carried  in,  and  detected,  from  this  way.  A 
moderate  fee  is  payable  to  the  Custom-House  Officer  at  St.  John's, 
for  the  trouble  of  examining  and  clearing  our  boats. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  due  respect, 

your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  Ira  Allen. 

Norwich^  June  7,  1785. 

Which  being  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Knight ;  where- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Honorable  Ira  Allen,  Esq.  l)e  requested  to 
lay  before  this  House,  at  the  opening  of  the  House  to-morrow 
morning,  an  account  of  his  expences,  and  days  in  service,  in  ne- 
gotiating the  business  of  his  appointment,  as  a  Commissioner,  for 
the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  free  trade,  on  the  part  of  this  State, 
to  the  Province  of  Quebec,  and  through  the  same  to  Europe. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Barlow  wait  on  the  Honorable  Ira  Allen, 
Escj.  with  the  aforesaid  resolution  ;  and  likewise  request  him  per- 
sonally, as  Surveyor-General,  to  make  report  of  his  proceedings 
therein  ;  likewise  the  expenses  that  have  accrued  in  surveying. 

On  the  9th,  Mr.  Tichenor  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  repeal  the  act  under  which  the  foregoing  negotiation  had 
been  instituted  ;  which  was  introduced  on  the  13th,  accepted,  and 
sent  to  the  Council  for  perusal  and  proposals  of  amendment.  On 
the  17th  the  bill  was  returned  to  the  House,  with  an  adverse 
opinion  by  the  Council,  when,  after  some  debate,  it  was  referred 
to  the  next  session.' 

Coininy  of  Money  Authorized. 
June  10.     Reuben  Harmon  jr.  prayed  for  leave  to  coin  a  quan- 
tity of  cop[)er,  and  on  the  loth  the  prayer  was  granted  by  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act.' 

*  Assembly  Journal,  June  Scss.,  21,  29,  40. 

-Assembly  Jounm?,  2r),  ;5(), , -{(5.— Sec  cxhauntive  paper  on  this  su]>jcet, 
by  Kev.  Edmund  F.  Slaftkk,  A.  M.,  in  Vt.  Historical  Society  Collec- 
tions, Vol.  I,  2SJ)-;M8. 
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Prescription  for  disappointed  Office-Seekers. 

In  Council  :  June  9th.  On  taking  into  consideration  the  alle- 
gations, (fee,  exhibited  against  Mr.  Ebenezer  West's  being  com- 
missioned as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  Resolved^  tliat  the  Council  are 
of  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  appears  sufficient  to  bar  him  from 
a  right  to  receive  a  commission,  yet  considering  the  very  unhappy 
dissensions  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  fVershire]  the 
Council  judge  that  it  will  not  be  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of 
the  town  for  any  one  to  be  commissioned  at  present.' 

Trials  on  Impeachment. 
On  petition  from  inhabitants  of  Springfield,  John  Barrett,  Esq., 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Windsor,  was  imj)eached 
by  the  Assembly,  tried  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  and  found 
guilty,  and  thereupon  it  was  ordered  and  decreed  that  he  be  sus- 
pended from  the  exercise  of  the  office.  Mr.  Barrett  asked  for  a 
review,  but  the  Council  refused  to  grant  it  without  order  from  the 
Assembly ;  which  Mr.  B.  subsequently  procured.  Oct.  24,  Col. 
Barrett  was  again  convicted,  suspended  for  six  mouths,  and  re- 
quired to  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution — £11  sl9.'  At  the  same 
session,  Matthew  Lyon  was  impeached,  for  refusing  to  deliver  the 
records  of  the  court  of  confiscation  to  the  Council  of  Censors. 
Mr.  Lyon  was  convicted,  and  ordered  to  deliver  the  record.  He 
was  also  sentenced  to  a  reprimand,  and  to  a  fine  of  £500  on  his 
neglect  to  appear.  He  appeared,  the  sentence  was  read,  and 
then,  on  Mr.  Lyon's  rc(iuest,  a  new  trial  was  granted.^  The  case 
seems  not  to  have  been  tried  again. 

October  Session  of  the  General  Assembly^  1785. 
The  General  Assembly  met  at  the  town  house  in  Windsor,  Octo- 
ber 13.     There  having  been  no  choice  of  Treasurer  by  the  people, 
Ira  jLUen  was  elected  by  ballot  in  joint  assembly  on  the  14th.^ 

Duty  on  Nails  proposed  and  dismissed. 

In  Assembly  :  Oct.  17.     A  petition  sigjed  by  Matthew  Lyon, 
praying  that  a  duty  of  two  pence  pr.  pound  might  l)e  laid,  on  all 

*  Council  Journal,  Vol.  n,  10.5.     Mr.  West  was  commissioned  in  IDM'k 
*8ame,  Vol.  ii,  167-178,  1H2, 187,  206,  223,  239.    'Same,  203-20.>. 
^Ms.  Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  ii,  498,  499. 
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nails  brought  into  this  State,  which  would  he  a  sufficient  encour- 
agement for  him  to  build  a  slitting-mill,  was  read  and  dismissed.' 

Oct.  14,  Lyon  had  petitioned  that  broken  cannon,  mortars,  &c., 
at  Mount  Inde[)endence  might  l)e  sold  to  him,  to  be  used  in  mak- 
ing bar  iron,  and  on  the  18th  an  act  for  that  purpose  was  passed.' 

Oct.  18,  Moses  Robinson,  Ira  Allen,  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley 
were  elected  Agents  to  Congress  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houses. 
No  election  of  Delegates  appears  to  have  been  made. 
Wilmington  vs.  Draper  disposed  of, 

Oct.  24.  The  proprietors  of  Draper,  by  their  attornies  Mr. 
Knight  and  Mr.  Bradley,  plead  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 
The  question  l)eing  put  whether  this  Court  will  take  any  further 
cognizance  of  the  bill  or  petition,  it  passed  in  the  negative.^ 

In  Council  :  Oct.  26.  Resolved^  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the 
Council  that  unless  the  House  of  Asseoibly  shall  recede  from  their 
last  determination  in  the  cause  between  Wilmington  and  Draper, 
the  Governor,  Council,  and  General  Assembly,  in  capacity  of  a 
Court  of  E(piity,  can  take  no  further  cognizance  of  said  cause,  as 
the  Council  are  of  the  ()()inion,  that  the  House  of  Assembly  have 
the  same  right  now  to  Dismiss  the  said  cause,  as  they  had  at  first 
to  determine  they  had  a  right  to  Take  Cognizance  of  the  same.-* 

Proposed  Naturalization  of  a  Citizen  of  New  Hampshire, 
Oct.  26.     A  l)ill  was  brought  in  entitled  "  an  act  to  naturalize 
Solomon  Willard,  late  of  Winchester  in  the  county  of  Cheshire 
and  State  of  New  Hampshire,  Esq.,  and  granting  him  the  freedom 
of  the  State  of  Vermont." 

This  bill  does  not  again  apfxjar  on  the  journal,  but  on  the  7th 
of  March,  1787,  by  the  second  section  of  *'  an  act  establishing  the 
Constitution  of  Vermont,  and  for  determining  who  are  entitled  to 
the  Privileges  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws,"  all  subjects  of  the 
United  States  were  equally  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  law  arid 
justice  with  the  citizens  of  this  State.s 

^Assembly  Jounud,  Vol.  ii,  519.  Lyon  on  another  occjtsion  asked  for 
the  exclusive  right,  for  the  term  of  eighteen  years,  of  splitting  bar-iron 
into  nail-rods,  which  was  not  granted.  Here  are  germs  of  the  protective 
policy  afterwards  adopted  by  Congress  in  tariffs  and  patent  laws. 
*  Assembly  Jour,^  500,  525.  **  Same,  537.  *  Council  Journal,  vol.  Ii,  '22\), 
*Ms.  Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  ii,  538;  and  Pamphlet  Acts,  February 
and  March,  1787,  31.  This  "  act  establishing  the  Constitution  "  was  re- 
ported by  the  committee  on  revision,  embracing  certainly  two  very  dis- 
tinguished lawyers  —  Nathaniel  Ohipman  and  Stephen  R.  Bradley. — See 
not€,  ante  277,  and  000. 
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The  three  acts  of  special  importance  were  : 

An  act  for  settling  disputes  respecting  landed  property. — [At 
that  time  called  "  the  (quieting  act."] 

An  act  directing  what  money  shall  he  legal  currency  in  this 
State,  and  at  what  rate  the  same  shall  pass.' 

The  Betterment^  or  Quieting^  Act, 
The  [HJculiar  circumstances  of  real  property  in  Vermont,  owing 
not  only  to  the  conflict  in  grants  of  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
and  Vermont,  but  also  to  conflicting  Vermont  grants  in  some  in- 
stances, created  great  anxiety  among  the  persons  in  possession, 
who  were  in  danger  of  ejectment,  and  for  several  sessions  persist- 
ent efforts  had  been  made  to  provide  a  remedy.  At  the  March 
session,  1784,  a  bill  for  this  purpose  had  been  prepared,  and, 
on  the  recommendation  of  both  Houses  in  Joint  Assembly, 
it  was  deferred,  according  to  the  constitution,  to  the  next  session, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  people,  and 
the  act  was  passed  suspending  suits  on  law  titles.*  At  the  suc- 
ceeding sessions, —  October  1784,  and  June  1785, —  this  subject 
was  iirst  in  the  order  of  business,  but  the  bill  was  defeated  in 
the  first  named  session  by  twelve  votes,  and  in  the  last  on  a  tie 
vote.*  Daniel  Chipman  gave  to  Gov.  Chittenden  tlie  credit  for 
originating  this  measure,  declaring  that 

'^  Ho  was  precisely  the  man  to  devise  the  best  mode  of  relief. 
He  had  a  strong  sense  of  equity,  and  deeply  sympathized  with  the 
unfortunate  settlers.  And  what  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  this  oc- 
casion was,  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  technical  niceties  of  the 
law.  He  therefore  found  nothing  in  the  way,  nothing  to  pre- 
vent him  from  pursuing  that  course  which  was  dictated  by  the 

'  Skule's  Vt.  Stat€  Papers,  500-503.     Vt.  Hist.  Coll,  Vol.  i,  295. 

-  Assembly  Journal,  1778-1784,  5(39.  Sec.  14,  Part  ii,  of  the  constitution 
l)rovide(l  that  ''all  bills  of  a  public  nature  shall  be  first  laid  before  the 
(rovernor  and  Council  for  their  perusal  and  proposals  of  amendment,  and 
shall  be  printed  for  the  consideration  of  the  people,  before  they  are  read 
in  the  General  Assembly,  for  the  last  time  of  debate  and  amendment  ; 
except  temporary  acts,  which,  after  being  laid  before  the  Governor  and 
Council,  may  (in  case  of  sudden  necessity)  be  passed  into  laws  ;  atul  no 
other  shall  he  passed  into  laws,  until  the  next  session  of  assefnhly.^^ — Slades 
State  Papers,  249. 

^Asseniblt/  Journals,  [printed,]  Oct.  Sess.  '84,  26;  June  JSess.  '85, 12. 
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principles  of  natural  justice."  "  He  therefore  proposed  a  law, 
giving  to  the  settler,  in  case  of  eviction,  the  full  value  of  his  im- 
provements, and  half  the  rise  of  the  land.  A  bill  to  this  effect, 
had  been  introduced  several  sessions  before,  but  being  opposed 
by  almost  all  the  lawyers  in  the  State,  it  was  postponed  to  the 
October  session  of  the  Legislature  at  Rutland,  in  1784.  The  law, 
they  said,  makes  every  man  a  trespasser  who  enters  on  the  land 
of  another  without  license,  and  subjects  him  to  damages;  instead 
of  this,  you  would  compel  the  legal  owner  to  pay  him  a  bounty 
for  his  trespass.  The  bill  was  taken  up  again  at  this  session, 
when  Nathaniel  Chipman  was  a  member.  But  although  there  was 
a  majority  in  favor  of  the  principles,"  "  yet  they  were  not  able  to 
agree  on  the  details  of  the  bill.  No  wonder,  for  it  was  a  new 
case.  They  could  avail  themselves  of  no  precedent ;  they  could 
resort  to  no  form.  Not  being  able  to  pass  the  bill  at  this  session, 
and  feeling  a  pressing  necessity  of  passing  it  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, the  legislature  had  an  adjourned  session  at  Norwich,  in  June, 
1785,  that  they  might  have  time  to  mature  and  pass  the  bill,  af- 
terwards called  the  quieting  act.  The  bill  was  taken  up  at  the 
adjourned  session  and  referred  to  a  committee,  of  which  Nathaniel 
Chipman  was  a  member.'  When  the  bill  came  into  his  hands,  he 
revised  it  in  such  a  manner,  that  it  passed  the  house  by  a  decided 
majority.  His  strong  sense  of  justice,  and  his  comprehensive  and 
discriminating  mind,  enabled  him  as  a  legislator  to  adapt  the  law 
to  any  new  state  of  things  with  the  same  ease  with  which,  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  he  applied  the  principles  of  law  to  new 
cases  when  they  occurred,  in  such  manner  as  to  do  perfect  justice 
l)etween  the  parties  Thus  a  law  was  passed  by  the  legislature 
of  Vermont,  perfectly  novel  in  its  character,  yet  so  clearly  founded 
on  the  principles  of  natural  justice,  that  it  has  always  been  in 
great  favor  with  the  j>eople  of  this  state,  and  several  of  our  sister 
states,  availing  themselves  of  our  invention  and  our  experience, 
have  adopted  the  same  system." ' 

Council  of  Censors. 
The  first  Council  met  at  Norwich  in  June,  1785,  at  Windsor  in 
September  following,  and  at  Bennington  in  February,  1786,  and 

'  The  editor  does  not  find  Mr.  Chipman  named  on  the  committee  in 
the  journals,  either  in  1784  or  1785,  but  Gov.  Chittenden  rras,  and  he 
wouhl  be  apt  to  require  the  most  valuable  services  of  Judge  Chipman. 

*  Life  of  Nathaniel  Chipnuxn,  63-65. — Mr.  Chipman  was  not  at^curate  in 
this  matter,  having  probably  written  from  memory  many  years  after  the 
event.     Oct.  19, 1785,  a  remonstrance  on  this  subject  wa.s  referred  by  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


432  Vermont  from  1783  to  1791. 

revised  the  entire  Constitution.  A  prominent  feature  in  the  jour- 
nal of  the  General  Assembly,  Oct.  session,  1785,  is  the  record  of 
sixteen  resolutions  recommending  the  rei)eal  or  alteration  of  stat- 
utes, and  of  the  acquiescence  of  the  Assembly  in  nearly  all  of 
these  recommendations.'  The  Council  also  instituted  the  impeach- 
ment of  Matthew  Lyon,  hereinbefore  noticed,  by  a  resolution  re- 
questing the  Assembly  to  impeach  him.  This  last  fact  is  stated  in 
Slade's  record,  in  a  note  at  p.  r)30. 

Obstacles  in  Congress  to  the  Recognition  op  Vermont. 

In  1785  movements  had  been  made  for  forming  three  new 
states,  besides  Vermont,  in  the  territory  claimed  by  some  of  .the 
original  thirteen  :  Kentucky,  from  Virginia  ;  Franklin  [now  Ten- 
nessee], from  North  Carolina  ;  and  Maine,  from  Massachusetts. 
Congress  was  embarrassed  by  the  claim  on  the  one  side  of  the  old 
states  jthat,  by  the  third  article  of  confederation,  any  countenance 
to  these  movements  was  forbidden,*  and  on  the  other  by  the  neces- 


House  to  Mr.  Ormsby,  Mr.  Marsh,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Weld,  and  Mr. 
Loomis;  on  the  25th  their  report  was  referred  tx)  Messrs.  Wait,  Olin, 
Marsh,  Loomis,  and  Kuowltoii,  who  on  the  27th  *'  brought  in  said  act  as 
it  was  inserted  in  a  yietvspaper^  with  some  additions,  &,c.,  which  was  read, 
accepted,  and  sent  up  for  concurrence."  [Ms.  Assembly  Journal^  Vol.  ii, 
521),  585,  542.]  The  Council  concurred  on  the  sfime  day. —  Same,  541^. 
Thus  in  the  official  history  of  this  statute,  Nathaniel  Chipman  appears 
as  an  opponent  only.  It  is  quite  probable  that  the  bill  as  "  published  in 
the  newspai)er,"  was  Judge  Chipman's,  and  that  thus  he  was  really  enti- 
tled to  the  credit  claimed  for  him  by  his  brother.  On  the  yeas  and 
nays,  Oct.  1784,  and  June  1785,  Judge  Chipman  voted  against  the  bill 
—  undoubtedly  for  the  want  of  amendments  subsequently  made.  As 
the  measure  of  relief  in  the  act  is  that  proposed  by  gov.  Chittenden, 
the  amendments  must  have  been  to  the  machinery  of  the  act  only;  so 
this  was  in  fact  a  notable  triumph  of  the  governor's  "  strong  sense  of 
equity  "  over  the  special  pleading  of  "  almost  all  the  lawyers  of  the 
State  "  in  his  day.  The  act  has  proved  to  be  a  lasting  monument  to  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  Chittenden. 

*For  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Censors,  see  Slade'^s  Sl/tte  Papers, 
511-544. 

*  By  this  article  the  thirteen  States  bound  "  themselves  to  assist  each 
other,  against  all  force  offered  to,  or  attack  ma<le  upon  them,  or  any  of 
them,  on  account  of  religion,  sovereignty,  trade,  or  any  other  pretence 
whatever.'''' —  The  Constitution,  by  W.  Hickey,  484. 
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sity  of  respecting  the  wishes  and  interests  of  large  bodies  of  peo- 
ple, and  the  future  prosperity  and  harmony  of  the  nation.  Hence 
earnest  attempts  were  made  to  devise  a  scheme  for  the  settlement 
of  a  question  that  was  fraught  with  danger.  This  served  to  defer 
the  favorable  decision  which  a  majority  of  congress  were  ready 
to  make  as  to  Vermont.  The  following,  from  documents,  copies 
of  which  were  communicated  to  Vermont  at  the  time,  elucidates 
this  matter. 

C(myre»»  and  its  Committee  on  Districts  of  States  claiming  Inder 
pendence. — 1785-1786.' 

October  12,  1785.  Congress  passed  a  resolution  as  follows  : 
The  delegates  from  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  having  withdrawn 
their  motion  of  the  7th  instant,  on  motion  of  the  delegates  of  said 
States, 

Resolved^  That  a  grand  committee  be  appointed  to  report  what 
measures  are  proper  for  Congress  to  adopt,  to  prevent  the  ill  con- 
sequences of  a  particular  district  of  any  State  setting  up  and 
alaiming  the  right  of  independent  government,  without  the  consent 
of  said  State  and  of  the  United  States.^* 

The  following  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this  committee  is 
found  among  the  papers  used  by  Mr.  Slade  in  compiling  his  vol- 
ume of  State  Papers. 

Last  October  a  large  committee  was  appointed  by  Congi^ess  to 
take  into  consideration  what  rule  of  conduct  it  might  be  proper 
for  the  United  States  to  adopt  in  regard  to  those  districts  of  terri- 
tory which  were  claimed  by  any  of  the  States,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  had  assumed  or  might  in  future  assume  the  rights  and 
powers  of  independent  sovereignties. 

The  committee  was  composed  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Long  from  New 
Hampshire,  Mr.  Gerry  from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  EUery  from  Rhode 
Island,  Mr.  Cook  from  Connecticut,  Mr.  Smith  from  New  York, 
Mr.  Stewart  from  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Gardner  from  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Vining  from  Delaware,  Mr.  Hindman  from  Maryland,  Mr. 
Hardy  from  Virginia,^  Mr.  McKean  from  South  Carolina. 

The  following  plan  was  drawn  up  and  laid  before  the  commit- 
tee by  Mr.  Grerry,  viz  : 


*  Designed  by  William  Slade  for  the  Vermont  State  Papers,  but  not 
printed. 
*Jour,  Gong,  Oct  12, 1785. —  See  also  Journal  of  the  7th  and  Slst  Oct. 
'  Mr.  Hardy  died  Oct.  17, 1785.—  See  Jour,  of  Cong,  of  that  date,  p.  600. 
55 
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"  Whereas  by  the  third  article  of  the  confederation  the  States 
have  severally  entered  into  a  firm  league  of  friendship  with  each 
other  for  their  common  defence,  the  security  of  their  liberties,  and 
their  mutiial  and  general  welfare,  binding  themselves  to  assist 
each  other  against  all  force  opposed  to,  or  attacks  made  upon 
them  or  any  of  them,  on  account  of  religion,  sovereignty,  trade, 
or  any  pretence  whatever  : 

"  And  whereas  a  separation  of  any  district  from  a  State  having  a 
right  to  exercise  constitutional  jurisdiction  over  such  district, 
unless  by  the  consent  of  the  State  and  of  the  United  States,  would 
he  a  violation  of  and  have  a  tendency  to  subvert  the  fundamental 
principles  of  the  Union  :  therefore 

"  Resolved^  That  Congress  highly  disapprove  of  all  meetings, 
combinations,  and  other  measures  not  authorized  by  the  States 
respectively  in  the  first  instance,  and  also  by  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  separating  any  district  or  territory  from  a  State 
having  a  right  to  exercise  constitutional  jurisdiction  over  the 
same,  and  Congress  consider  themselves  bound,  on  the  application 
of  any  State  for  that  purpose,  to  support,  where  necessary,  such 
State  in  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  thereof,  for  preventing 
such  separation,  until  it  shall  be  made  in  a  mode  that  may  be 
adopted  by  the  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  ratified  by  the 
several  States  in  the  Union." 

The  committee  did  not  agree  to  the  preceding  draught,  and 
accordingly  it  was  not  reported ;  in  consequence  of  which  a  sul>- 
committee  being  appointed  out  of  the  general  committee,  the  plan 
which  succeeds  was  drawn  up  by  a  member  and  laid  before  them, 
as  follows,  viz :' 

"  Whereas,  from  the  local  circumstances  of  a  State  in  the  course 
of  human  events  it  may  become  expedient  for  it  to  permit  a  dis- 
trict or  part  thereof  to  separate  from  it,  and  set  up  an  independent 
jurisdiction  ;  and  it  may  also  become  expedient  that  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  should  consent  to  such  separation 
and  admit  such  district  into  the  present  federal  Union  : 

"  And  whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  are  not 
authorized  by  the  confederation  to  admit  the  independency  of  and 
receive  into  its  federal  union  a  District  or  part  of  a  State,  which 
may  separate  and  set  up  an  independent  jurisdiction  as  aforesaid  : 

"  Resolved^  Therefore,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  States  to  authorize  nine  of  the  original  States  in 
Congress  aforesaid  to  admit  into  the  federal  Union  a  district  or 


'  This  plan  is  substantially  the  same  that  was  proposed  to  Congress  by 
the  delegates  from  Rhode  Island,  Oct.  7.  1785. — Sfee  Journal  of  that  date, 
p.  590-7. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Schemes  in  Congress^  1785-1786.  436 

part  of  a  State,  which,  with  the  consent  of  the  State  to  which  said 
district  belonged,  and  the  consent  of  nine  of  the  original  States, 
shall  have  separated  from  the  parent  State  and  erected  an  inde- 
pendent jurisdiction." 

The  foregoing  being  not  agreed  to,  was  not  reported  to  Con- 
gress, upon  which  the  third  plan  was  drawn  up  and  laid  before 
the  committee,  to  be  adopted  as  their  report  to  Congress.  It  was 
in  the  following  words  : 

*'  Whereas,  for  the  happiness  of  mankind,  and  from  the  local 
circumstances  of  a  state,  it  may  in  the  course  of  human  events 
become  expedient  that  a  State  should  permit  a  district  or  part 
thereof  to  separate  therefrom,  and  become  an  independent  juris- 
diction ;  and  it  may  also  become  expedient  that  the  Unifcd  States 
in  Congress  assembled  should  consent  to  such  separation,  and 
admit  such  district  to  the  rank  of  an  independent  State,  and  to  be 
a  member  of  the  federal  Union  : 

'"  Therefore,  ReBolved^*t)\2ii  it  be  recommended  to  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States  to  authorize  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled  to  admit  a  district  or  districts  in  any  State  to 
separate  and  become  an  independent  State  on  the  following  terms  : 

1st.     That  the  extent  of  the  district  shall  not  be  less  than 
miles  long  and  miles  wide. 

2d.  That  the  original  State  shall  consent  to  such  separation 
by  an  express  act  of  their  legislature  ;  providing  that  if  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Confess  assembled  shall  not,  by  the  vote  of  nine 
States  of  the  origmal  States*,  think  it  expedient  to  admit  such 
district  into  the  federal  Union,  that  they  shall  return  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  original  State. 

3d.     That  their  government  shall  be  republican. 

4th  That  they  shall  be  subject  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal 
debt  contracted  or  to  l>c  contracted,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by 
Congress  by  the  same  rule  by  which  apportionments  shall  be  made 
on  the  other  States. 

5th.  That  they  shall  be  subject  to  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, ordinances  and  resolutions  of  Congress  made  or  to  be  made. 

6th.  That  they  shall  forever  remain  a  part  of  the  confederacy 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

"  And  whereas  a  separation  on  any  other  terms  would  be  highly 
derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  Union : 

Resolved^  That  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  hold 
themselves  bound,  on  the  application  of  any  State,  to  support 
them  when  necessary,  in  their  jurisdictional  rights  over  every 
part  of  the  said  States  according  to  the  third  article  of  the  coit- 
federation." 

The  committee  did  not  agree  to  this  last  plan.    'However,  there 
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might  probably  have  been  a  majority  to  recommend  adopting  it  by 
Congress  were  it  not  for  the  final  clause.  No  report  has  been 
made  to  Congress,  and  thus  the  matter  has  lain  till  this  time  ;  no 
eflFort  being  made,  and  probably  will  not  be  made,  from  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  affairs,  against  the  exertions  of  those  districts 
which  have  assumed  independent  sovereignties. 

The  preceding  minutes  and  propositions,  which  were  laid  }>efore 
the  committee  and  sub-committee,  are  by  no  means  to  be  made 
public. 

New  York,  May  37,  1786. 

With  the  foregoing  paper,  Mr.  Slade  delivered  to  the  state  a 
few  letters  and  other  documents,  dated  in  1787,  1788,  and  1789, 
which  will  be  used  in  chronological  order.  The  following  belongs 
in  this  place. 

Hon.  William  Samuel  Johnson  to  Gov,  Chittenden.^ 

New  York,  18th  October  1785. 

Sir: — I  beg  leave  to<nention  to  you,  that  the  Bearer  Mr.  Kelly, 
and  all  the  gentlemen  of  New  York,  who  have  Patents  under  the 
late  Province  of  New  York  for  Lands  in  Vermont,  which  had  not 
been  previously  Granted  by  New  Hampshire,  exerted  themselves 
extremely  last  Winter  to  serve  the  people  of  Vermont  and  obtain 
their  Independence  ;  For  this  purpose  they  presented  a  Petition  to 
the  assembly  of  this  state,  praying  that  they  would  pass  a  Law  to 
enable  their  Delegates  in  Congress  to  Apply  for  and  Consent  to 
the  Sovereignty  and  Independence  of  Vermont.  In  consequence 
of  which  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Assembly  to  that 
effect,  a  Certified  Copy  of  which  you  have  here  enclosed.' 

Mr.  Kelly  has  laid  before  me  a  Letter  of  Instructions  and  power 
of  Attorney  from  the  Gentlemen  who  presented  the  said  Petition, 

^William  Samuel  Joitn^son,  ll.d.,  agent  in  England  for  Connecti- 
cut in  1765,  when  he  assisted  the  Vermont  agent,  Samuel  Robinson. — 
Vt.  Hist.  Colly  vol.  I,  4,  275,  342.  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  delegate  in  con- 
gress when  this  letter  was  written;  a  member  of  the  convention  which 
formed  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  also  of  the  first  U.  S.  Sen- 
ate ;  and  president  of  Columbia  (N.  Y.)  college  from  1792  to  1800.  He 
died  in  1819,  aged  92. 

*  Several  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  New  York  were  favorable  to 
Vermont :  Gouverneur  Morris  as  early  as  1778,  Gen.  Schuyler  in  1781, 
a5d  John  Jay  and  Alexander  Hamilton  subsequently.  Of  course  the 
names  of  inauy  wealthy  and  intluential  men  were  appended  to  the  peti- 
tion above  referred  to..    A  like  petition  will  be  given  hereafter. 
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directing  him  to  offer  their  Lands  to  the  persons  now  residing 
thereon  upon  such  Terms,  as  upon  the  best  Examination  I  have 
been  able  to  give  the  Subject,  appear  to  me  reasonable  and  Just. 
I  am  induced  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  recommend  a  Com- 
promise to  those  Settlers;  for  if 'they  should  not  avail  themselves 
of  this  favorable  opportunity  of  Securing  an  indisputable  title  to 
their  Farms,  the  New  York  proprietors  will  probably  er'e  long 
raise  the  price  of  said  lands,  which  they  alledge  they  had  lotted 
out  antecedent  to  the  late  War,  and  actuxlly  sold  some  parts 
thereof  to  persons  who  Settled  thereon,  and  who  in  some  instances 
executed  Bonds  and  Mortgages  for  the  Consideration  Money,  and 
in  others  entered  into  written  Agreements  for  the  purchase  of 
them,  and  yet  afterwards  took  Grants  from  Vermont  for  the  same 
Lands. 

Be  assured  Sir  these  Sentiments  are  dictated  by  the  principles 
of  Humanity  and  friendship  for  the  Settlers,  and  a  sincere  desire 
to  prevent  expensive  and  ruinous  Controversies  which  so  litigated 
a  Subject  may  occasion  to  both  parties.' 

Give  me  leave  to  mention  upon  this  occasion,  that  1  should  be 
extremely  happy  in  an  opportunity  to  renew  our  former  acquaint- 
ance &  friendship,  &  to  converse  with  you,  or  any  of  your  Friends, 
upon  the  general  affairs  of  your  State  as  relative  to  the  United 
States,  which  have  lately  been  the  subject  of  much  conversation 
here.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  great  respect  <fe  esteem 
Yr  Excelys  most  obedient  humble  Servant , 

Wf  SamV  Johnson. 

His  ExceUy  Thos  Chittenden  Us^ 

Relief  by  New  York  to  its  adherents  in  Cumberland  [  Windham'\ 

County. 

1786.         The  following  petition  and  accompanying  statement 
Feb.  24, 28.  ^^rc  presented  to  the  Senate  of  New  York,  in  behalf 
of  the  petitioners  and  "the  Vermont  sufferers:" 
To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  the  Honourable  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  Petition  of  the  Subscribers, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  most  Humbly  Sheweth, 
That  your  Petitioners  and  those  they  represent  are  Inhabitants 
of  Cumberland  County  and  by  their  attachment,  zeal  and  activity 
in  Endeavouring  to  support  the  Just  and  LawfuU  Authority  of 
New  York  Incurred  a  Displeasure  from  those  who  stiled  them- 

*  As  a  literal  copy  of  this  letter  has  been  attempted,  it  should  be  noted 
that  thus  far  it  was  written  by  a  secretary  ;  the  remainder  was  by  Dr. 
Johnson. 
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selves  Freemen  of  Vermont,  But  by  encouragement  from  the  sev- 
eral Resolutions  of  Congress  and  Particularly  that  of  the  fifth  of 
December  1782,  and  the  laws  and  Resolutions  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  your  Petitioners  were  induced  to  believe  that  the  Lawless 
and  ungratefull  usurpers  woold  be  brought  to  submitt  to  its  Law- 
full  authority,  or  at  least  to  permitt  your  Petitioners  to  remain 
peaceably  on  their  Farms,  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  York, 
But  notwithstanding  the  Resolutions  and  Laws,  these  Lawless 
usurpers,  raised  in  Arms  to  the  Number  of  four  or  five  Hundred, 
Drove  some  of  your  Petitioners  from  their  habitations.  Imprisoned 
others,  killed  one,  and  wounded  others,  confiscated  their  Estates 
and  sold  their  Effects. 

Your  Petitioners  cannot  but  hope  that  having  thus  sacrificed 
their  all,  suffered  such  exquisite  Tortures,  Banishments,  Impris- 
onments in  loathsom  Gaols,  half  starved,  and  threatened  with 
being  put  to  Ignominious  Deaths,  But,  that  your  Honours  will 
take  their  case  into  your  most  serious  Consideration,  and  grant 
them  some  relief  in  their  Deplorable  Situation,  and  your  Peti- 
tioners as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  be  good  Citizens  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  •  Timothy  Church,  Co1*»., 

Wm.  Shattuck,  Maj'., 

New  York,  2-1^'^Feb'y  1786.  .  Henry  Evans,  Maj^' 

A  List  of  the  Civil  and  Military  Officers 

In  the  County  of  Cumberland  who  were  Commissioned  by  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  who  have  been  either  Imprisoned 
Banished  or  have  had  their  Efects  taken  from  them  by  the 
Authority  of  Vermont  and  also  the  amount  of  ^  their  losses. 
Estimated  by  a  Committee  on  Oath. 


OIvll  Officers. 

Military  Officers. 

Nnuiber  of 

Amount  of  Damages 

Privates. 

SnstAined. 

Timothy  Plielps  Sheriff, 

Tlinotliy  Cliurch,  Colo. 

ElUah  iVouty, 

Wni.  Shattucic,  Ml^^r. 

Samuel  BIgby, 

Henry  Evans,      do 
Josepli  Peck      Capn. 

Daul.  Shepheardson,  Justices 

of  Peace. 

Thos.  Baker         do 

Joseph  Ellet        do 
Danl.  Ashcraft     do 

Upward  of 

Sixteen  Tliousaud 

one  hundred. 

Six    Hundred    and 

Artomas  How      do 

Sixty-three  pouuds 

Wm.  Wliltc      Lieut. 

Tliirteen    ShUIinir^ 

Etfhu  Root           do 

and  Eight  pence. 

Isaac  Wells          do 

Danl.  Danilson   do 

John  Alexander,  Lieut. 

Francis  Prouglitj',  do 

Isaac  Crosby           do 
Jouatlian  Alexander  Ensign 

Slmlon  Terrel                 do 

David  Lamb                   do 

, 

Joshua  Russ                    do 
Ruben  Church                do 
Joel  Bigcloc  AdJuUnt. 

We  and  each  of  us  do  most  Solemnly  and  Sincerely  Swear  and 
Declare  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  the  above  is  to 

'  Documentary  Uistory  of  New  York,  Vol.  iv,  1014. 
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the  best  of  our  Knowledge  and  belief  a  Just  and  True  account 
of  the  names  and  numbers  of  ofiBcers  Both  Civil  &  Military  the 
numbers  of  Privates  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  and  the 
amount  of  the  Damages. 

Timothy  Church, 
Wm.  Shattuck, 
Henry  Evans. 
Sworn  the  28"'  day  of  Peb^  1786  before 

Jno.  How  Hob  ART.* 

In  answer  to  this  petition,  both  houses  of  the  New  York  legis- 
lature resolved  to  *'  make  provision  for  granting  to  Col.  Timothy 
Church,  Major  William  Shattuck,  Major  Henry  Evans,  and  about 
one  hundred  other  Persons  whom  they  represent,  a  quantity  of 
Vacant  Lands  equal  to  a  Township  of  Eight  Miles  Sijuare."  On 
the  6th  of  May  a  tract  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Unadilla  and  East  branch  of  the  Susquehannah 
rivers,  in  what  is  now  [1871]  Chenango  county.'  The  town  was 
first  named  "  Clinton,"  then  "  Jericho,"  and  is  now  "  Bainbridge." 
For  the  list  of  persons  to  whom  the  land  was  allotted,  see  Early 
HiHtory,  757-760. 

On  the  12th  of  Dec,  1786,  Col.  Eleazer  Patterson,  Samuel 
•Knight,  Benj.  Butterfield,  John  Sergeant,  and  Josiah  Arms,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  twenty-three  others,  signed  a  petition  to 
Gov.  Clinton,  wherein  they  declared  that  they  had  been  "  uni- 
formly loyal  to  the  State  of  New  York,  Supported  the  rights  and 
Interests  thereof  having  not  only  frequently  risqued  their  Lives 
but  expended  large  sums  of  money,  and  Lost  an  abundance  of 
time  in  Defence  of  the  said  State,  in  consequence  of  which  many 
of  your  Petitioners  were  imprisoned  and  others  dispoiled  of  Prop- 
erty to  a  considerable  amount,  by  the  Vermonters."  They  ad- 
mitted that  when  "  totally  abandoned  [by  New  YorkJ  to  the  fury 
of  their  enemies,"  "  rather  than  be  deprived  of  their  wliole  Prop- 
erty they  were  obliged  to  submit  to  the  usurpation  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Vermont."  They  professed  to  admire  the  constitution 
and  revere  the  rulers  of  New  York,  and  prayed  for  a  patent  of 
wild  land.  This  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  re- 
ported "  that  in  their  opinion  as  there  are  no  vouchers  to  support 

'  Documentary  History  of  New  York,  Vol.  iv,  1015.    'Same,  1016-1020. 
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the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  petition  the  prayer  thereof  ought  not 
to  be  granted."' 

The    Constitution  revised    and  amended  —  First    Constitutional 

Convention, 
On  the  last  Tuesday  in  June  t'he  first  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion met  in  the  meeting-house  in  Manchester;*  and  organized 
by  the  appointment  of  Moses  Robinson,  President,  and  Elijah 
Paine,  Secretary,  both  of  whom  were  United  States  Senators 
in  1795-6 — a  fact  which  is  here  mentioned  because  it  goes  to 
show  that  it  was  then  deemed  most  fit  by  the  people  to  commit  the 
Constitution  to  the  care  of  the  ablest  and  best  men  of  the  State. 
On  the  4th  of  July  the  Constitution,  revised  and  amended,  was 
adopted  by  the  Convention.  It  was  prefixed,  as  "  the  Constitu- 
tion established,"  to  the  pamphlet  laws  passed  by  the  Legislature 
in  February  and  March,  1787,  pages  5-18.  In  the  Constitution 
as  revised  by  the  first  Council  of  Censors,  &c.,  published  in 
Slade^s  State  Papers,  the  original  declaration  of  the  reasons  for 
declaring  the  State  independent  and  organizing  government  was 
omitted.  Whether  it  was  omitted  by  the  Council  also,  the  editor 
is  not  certain,  but  the  manuscript  journal  of  the  Council  shows  no 
resolution  or  vote  recommending  its  omission,  and  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  did  not  omit  it,  but  published  it  as  a  part  of  the 
revised  Constitution. ^ 

October  Session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vermont,  1786. 

The  House  Journal  does  not  name  the  town  where  the  General 
Assembly  met,  but  the  journal  of  the  Governor  and  Council  is 
dated  "  Rutland,  12th  October,  1786."  There  having  been  no 
election  of  Treasurer  by  th^  people,  Samuel  Mattocks  was 
elected  in  Joint  Assembly  to  succeed  Ira  Allen,  who  had  been 
Treasurer  from  the  organization  of  the  State. 

In  Council  :  Oct.  25.  An  execution  issued  against  John  Bar- 
rett, Esq.,  for  £27.12.8,  cost  of  his  suit  of  Impeachment,  signed 
by  order  of  Council. -♦ 

^  Documentary  Uistory  of  New  York,  Vol.  iv,  1020-1022. 

*  Slade's  Vt.  State  Papers,  531. 

"  I^or  the  original  Constitution  see  Slade's  Vt  State  Papers,  241-255; 
and  for  the  revised  Constitution  of  July  4,  1786,  see  Stattites  of  the  State 
of  Vermont,  passed  Feb.  and  March,  1787,  5-18. 

*  Council  Journal,  Vol.  n,  278.    For  both  trials. 
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Commercial  Treaty  with  Canada  and  Chreat  Britain. 

Oct.  26.  On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Ira  Allen,  Bsqr.,  respecting 
A  Commercial  Treaty  with  the  Provinces  op  Canada  and 
Great  Britain,  requesting  that  Mr.  Levi  Allen  be  appointed  in 
lieu  of  Joseph  Fay,  resigned,  therefore  Resolved^  that  Mr,  Levi 
Allen  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  in  lieu  of  said  Joseph,  and 
that  Levi  Allen's  name  be  entered  in  said  Commission  for  that 
purpose.' 

A  Temporary  Treasurer^  and  dearth  of  Paper, 

In  Assembly  :  Oct.  14.  Resolved^  that  CoP.  Ira  Allen  be  re- 
quested to  open  and  continue  the  office  of  Treasurer  during  the 
present  Session,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  forward  an  express, 
at  the  expense  of  the  State,  for  the  necessary  paper.* 

Oct.  25.  Mr.  Allen  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  tp  pre- 
vent persons  in  kingdoms  or  governments  from  collecting  debts  in 
this  State  where  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  cannot  recover  by 
law  their  just  debts.     Ordered,  that  he  have  leave,  &c.3 

Notice  to  Creditors  of  the  State, 

Oct.  26.     Resolved,  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Assembly  publish  in 
both  the  n£tvspapers,  [at  Bennington  and  Windsor,]  for  six  weeks 
successively,  notifying  all  persons  who  have  any  demands  against 
this  State  to  present  Sie  same  for  approbation  to  this  Legislature  . 
at  their  next  Session,  or  that  they  be  forever  barred  from  the  same.^ 

Paper  Currency  R^ected, 

Oct.  27.  The  question  being  put  whether  a  paper  currency 
shfiJl  be  emitted,  it  passed  in  the  negative.^ 

Election  of  Agents  to  Congress. 

Oct.  30.  Proceeded  by  joint  ballot  of  Governor,  Council,  and 
assembly  to  choose  Agents  to  Congress.  The  ballots  being  taken, 
the  Honble.  Moses  Robinson,  Ira  Allen,  and  Isaac  Tichenor, 
Esquires,  were  elected.^ 

Friction  in  the  Machinery  of  Legislation. 

In  Council:  Oct.  31st.  An  act  to  oblige  the  fulfillment  of  con- 
tracts having  passed  the  House  was  read  in  Council  and  disap- 
proved.'' 

*  Coundl  Journal,  Vol.  n,  274.     *  Assembly  Journal^  Vol.  m,  9. 
^Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  ni,  63.    *  Same,  57.     ^  Same,  60.    ^  Same,  G9. 
'  Council  Journal,  Vol.  n,  279. 
56 
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On  the  House  Journal  of  the  same  day,  the  message  of  the 
Council  set  forth  the  resolution  in  full,  disapproving  the  bill  and 
proposing,  with  some  particularity,  a  mbstitute :  when  the  ques- 
tion was  put  to  the  House  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  "  into  a  law 
of  this  State,  it  passed  in  the  affirmative." 

In  Assembly  :  Oct.  31.  The  following  resolution  was  sent 
from  Council : 

"In  Council,  31  Octr.,  1786.  The  Council  being  informed 
that  their  proposals  of  amendment  on  the  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
compel  the  fulfillment  of  contracts  Aa«  not  been  attended  to^  but  the 
bill  passed  into  the  law — they  therefore  propose  that  said  bill  be 
returned  to  the  Council  for  revision  and  concurrence. 

"  Per  order,  Joseph  Pay,  Sec'y.'*^ 

Which  being  read,  the  question  was  put,  whether  this  House 
will  send  back  the  bill  requested,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  required. 
They  are  as  follows  :  [names  omitted  ;  ayes  24,  noes  30  ;]  so  it 
passed  in  the  negative,  and 

Resolved^  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  said  bill  was 
returned  to  this  House  without  any  proposals  of  amendment  by 
the  honorable  Council^  and  therefore  that  the  said  bill  was  consti- 
tutionally passed  into  a  law  ;  and  that  Mr.  Marvin  be  directed  to 
acquaint  the  honorable  Council  therewith.' 

The  mpst  important  acts  of  this  session  were  : 

An  act  to  make  such  articles  a  tender  upon  execution,  to  the 
inhabitants  of  either  of  the  United  States,  as  are,  by  their  re- 
spective laws,  a  tender  upon  execution. 

An  act  for  prolonging  the  time  in  which  the  grantees  of  lands, 
granted  by  this  State,  are  obliged  to  settle  the  same.  [Three 
years  after  the  lines  of  the  town  had  been  run  by  order  of  the 
Legislature.] 


*  Assembly  Journal^  VoL  in,  71-73. 

In  Parliamentary  law,  noio  certainly,  a  substitute  for  a  bill,  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  inserting  another  entirely  different, 
is  ^'  an  amendment."  The  Council  in  this  case  proposed  a  substitute  in 
sufficiently  distinct  terms  to  be  practically  an  amendment,  and  yet  pro 
forma  it  was  not  one.  The  question  was  of  little  importance  then,  as  the 
House  ultimately  controlled  all  bills  ;  and  rwm  it  is  an  impossible  ques- 
tion, since  each  House,  if  it  disapproves  a  bill,  must  either  reject  it  or 
concur  with  formal  amendments.  The  incident  is  recorded  here  merely 
as  a  novelty  is  legislation. 
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An  act  to  repeal  part  of  "an  act  constitating  the  Superior 
Court,  a  Court  of  Equity,"  Ac.  [So  much  as  made  the  General 
Assembly  a  Court  of  Equity.] 

An  act  to  prevent  the  sale  and  transportation  of  negroes  and 
mulattoes  out  of  this  State. 

An  act  defining  and  limiting  the  jurisdiction  of  Justice  Courts, 
Ac.  [Criminal  actions  where  the  fine  was  within  forty  shillings, 
and  the  corporal  punishment  not  exceeding  ten  stripes ;  and 
civil  cases  where  the  matter  in  demand  did  not  exceed  four  pounds ; 
with  details  as  to  forms  and  modes  of  proceeding.] 

An  act  to  compel  fulfillment  of  Contracts  according  to  the  intent 
of  the  paHies.  [If  by  the  contract  the  debt  was  payable  in 
specific  articles,  these  articles  would  discharge  the  debt,  although 
not  tendered,  or  taken  on  execution,  until  after  the  time  named  in 
the  contract  had  expired.]' 

Gov.  Chittenden  had  in  August  issued  an  address  to  the  people 
of  ^ermont,  for  the  purpose  of  allaying  discontent  and  encourag- 
ing expectations  of  legislative  relief.  For  this  the  governor  was 
assailed  by  ribaldry  too  indecent  for  the  newspapei*s  in  later  days, 
his  address  being  treated  as  merely  an  electioneering  eflFort.  The 
time  warranted  the  suspicion,  but  the  address  nevertheless  showed 
much  wisdom  and  shrewdness.  It  advised  patience,  industry  and 
economy,  and  a  disuse  of  foreign  and  increase  of  domestic  produc- 
tions ;  discouraged  litigation ;  suggested  a  small  emission  of  paper 
money,  and  a  transfer  of  taxes  from  productions  of  the  farm  to 
lawsuits  ;  and  promised  relief  measures  at  the  next  session  of  the 
assembly.*  The  abovenamed  acts  redeemed  the  governor's  pledge. 
There  had  been  presented  to  the  general  assembly  "  eight  petitions 
of  grievance,  Ac,"  coming  from  different  towns  ;  and  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  act  on  the  fulfillment  of  contracts,  with  several  other 
propositions  for  relief,  were  referred  to  a  vote  of  the  people. 

Attempts  to  break  up  the  Courts. 
Notwithstanding  th^se  relief  acts,  the  people  in  some  portions 
of  the  State  were  dissatisfied,  and  determined  that  the  laws  for 


'  Shade's  Vt  State  Papers,  504-509. 

*  Vermont  Gazette^  Aug.  28, 1786.  The  reply  to  the  governor  was  pub- 
lished in  a  Gazette  Extraordinary^  Aug.  31.  The  Gazette  of  Oct.  16  an- 
nounced that  "  His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden  Esqr.  was  by  a  res- 
pectable majority  of  the  freemen  re-elected." 
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collection  of  debts  should  not  be  enforced.  The  court  of  common 
pleas  was  to  sit  in  Windsor  on  the  31st  of  October.  On  that  day 
thirty  armed  men  met  at  Windsor  to  break  up  the  court,  but  were 
persuaded  to  desist.  Nevertheless,  November  14th,  they  were 
indicted  and  fined ;  the  leader,  Robert  Morrison  of  Hartland,  in 
the  sum  of  XIO  and  costs  of  suit,  and  the  others  in  less  amounts. 
A  mob  was  immediately  raised  to  rescue  Morrison,  and  on  the 
16th  the  court  directed  the  sheriflF  to  procure  assistance  and  arrest 
the  insurgents,  and  on  the  17th  the  sheriflF  and  Col.  Benjamin 
Wait  arrested  twenty-seven  of  the  oflTenders  and  committed  them 
to  jail.  In  anticipation  of  rebellion,  a  force  of  six  hundred  men 
was  gathered  at  Windsor,  commanded  by  brig.  gen.  Peter  Olcott. 
The  insurgents  collected  a  hundred  men  at  Hartland,  but  being 
satisfied  that  the  government  was  too  strong  for  them,  they  dis- 
persed.' At  Rutland,  in  November  following,  the  same  scenes 
were  enacted.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st,  a  committee,  pretend- 
ing to  have  an  appointment  from  the  people,'  waited  on  the  court 
and  requested  it  to  adjourn  without  day,  and  the  court  replied 
that  after  a  call  of  the  docket  the  request  would  be  considered. 
On  the  opening  of  tlie  court  in  the  afternoon,  a  mob  of  a  hundred 
men,  headed  by  col.  Lee,  entered  the  court  room  and  threatened 
the  court  for  not  adjourning  without  day,  according  to  the  request 
made  ;  on  which  the  court  adjourned  to  the  next  morning.  The 
mob  then  refused  to  let  the  court  depart,  and  called  for  arms, 
which  were  immediately  furnished.  Afl«r  keeping  the  court  im- 
prisoned awhile,  they  released  them,  and  in  the  evening  a  com- 
mittee of  the  insurgents  again  insisted  upon  an  adjournment  with- 
out day,  "  but  were  informed  that  it  could  not  be  complied  with 
—  that  not  only  their  oath  and  duty,  but  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  government  obliged  them  to  proceed  in  the  necessary  business 
of  the  court."  The  irritated  mob  then  took  possession  of  the 
court-house  and  sent  for  reinforcements ;  but  in  the  mean  time 
cols.  Clark  and  Pearl,  and  lieut.  col.  Spaflford  called  out  the 
militia  in  sufl&cient  force  to  protect  the  court." 


^Eastern  Vermont,  548-651. 

^Thompson's  Vermont,  Part  n,  80,  81;  Vermont  QozettCy  Nov.  27  and 
Dec.  11, 1786. 
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1787.         Wm.  Sam'l  Johnson  again  wrote  to  gov.  Chittenden, 

Feb.  14.  \yy  Mr.  Kelly,  commending  Mr.  Kelly  to  him  for  a  con- 
ference, specially  in  reference  to  lands  reserved  for  the  propaga- 
tion of  the  gospel. 

February  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  1787. 

By  adjournment,  the  General  Assembly  met  at  Bennington  on 
the  15th  of  February,  principally  to  act  on  bills  reported  by  the 
committee  to  jevise  the  laws. 

Feb.  16,  the  governor  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Hon.  Wm.  Smith,  Esq.,  dated  Quebec,  Dec.  9th,  1786 ;  also  a 
letter  from  John  Kelly,  Esq. ;  also  a  letter  from  Levi  Allen,  one 
of  the  commissioners  for  negotiating  a  free  trade  to  and  through 
the  Province  of  Quebec,  with  his  proceedings  agreeable  to  his 
appointment ;  which  were  read  and  referred  to  committees.'  It 
appears  from  the  journal  of  the  Council,  Vol.  ii,  287,  that  Lord 
Dorchester^  returned  Allen's  commission,  "  for  regulating  trade 
and  commerce,"  and  that  judge  Smith's  letter  was  in  reference  to 
"  his  lands  in  this  State,  with  a  stating  of  the  same  by  John  Kelly, 
Esqr." 

Feb.  17,  Royal  Tyler,  commissioner  from  maj.  gen.  Lincoln, 
requested  the  assistance  of  Vermont  in  apprehending ,  certain 
insurgents  and  rebels  against  the  authority  of  Massachusetts  (in 
the  Shays  rebellion),  which  was  referred,  and  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  was  subsequently  granted.  The  committee  on  judge 
Smith's  letter  reported 

That  his  Excellency,  by  advice  of  his  Council,  be  requested  to 
answer  the  several  matters  specially  mentioned  in  Mr.  Smith's 
letter,  and  in  particular  to  assure  him  that  this  government  have 
in  all  their  official  transactions  inviolably  adhered  to  the  articles 
of  treaty  which  he  refers  to.^ 

On  the  20th,  Isaac  Tichenor  and  Joseph  Pay  were  appointed  to 
draft  a  letter  in  reply  to  Judge  Smith. 

Friends  of  Vermont  in  the  West  Union  rewarded. 

Feb.  21,  the  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  petition 
of  Col.  Benjamin  Randall  and  fifty-five  others,  presented  on  the 

^Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  in,  81. 

'Sir  Guy  Carleton  had  become  Lord  Dorchester,   x 

» Council  Journal,  Vol.  n,  292. 
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17th  —  "  praying  for  componsation  for  the  damages  they  sustained 
for  their  influence  and  zeal  in  adding  the  Western  Union  to  this 
State,"  &c. —  reported  that  the  prayer  should  be  so  far  granted, 
if  vacant  land  be  found,  as  to  give  them  a  charter  for  a  town  six 
miles  square,  "  under  such  restrictions,  reservations,  and  for  just 
fees,  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  at  such 
time  as  they  shall  judge  proper."  ' 

Propositions  submitted  to  the  People. 
Feb.  23,  the  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly  reported  the  votes 
of  the  freemen  on  the  following  propositions  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  them,  viz : 

Paper  Money — yeas,  456  ;  nays,  2197. 

General  Tender  Act — yeas,  128 ;  nays,  781. 

Extension  of  Tender  Act  of  1783  —  yeas,  419 ;  nays,  591. 

Act  of  1786  on  fulfillment  of  contracts  —  yeas,  835  ;  nays,  229. 

Tender  Act  articles  mentioned,  [grain  and  other  provisions,] 
— yeas,  129 ;  nays,  44.  [This  act,  so  called,  was  proposed  at 
the  last  session,  and  after  this  vote  it  became  a  law.] 

Laws  as  they  now  stand  —  yeas,  195  ;  nays,  none. 

Land  to  be  a  tender  —  yeas,  24  ;  nays,  none." 

The  Shays  Rebellion,, 
Feb.  54.  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communi- 
cation of  Maj.  Royal  Tyler,  and  several  letters  from  Gen.  Lincoln 
and  Governor  Bowdoin,  on  the  Shays  rebellion  in  Massachusetts, 
reported  the  form  of  a  Proclamation  to  the  people,  which  was 
adopted  in  joint  assembly  —  yeas  36,  nays  24  ;  and  the  Governor 
was  ^^  requested  to  issue  the  same,  and  take  effectual  measures  that 
the  same  be  promulgated  immediately  in  every  part  of  this  Com- 
monwealth." 3    It  was  issued  accordingly : 

By  his  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden,  JSsq;  Captain- Generaly 
Governor y  and  Commander  in  Chiefs  in  and  over  the  State  of 
Vermont. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS  the  Qeneral  Court  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, by  their  act  of  the  fourth  day  of  February  inst- 
ant, declared,  that  a  horrid  and  wicked  rebellion  did  exist  in  said 
Commonwealth,  and  that  Daniel  Shays  of  Pelham,  and  Luke  Day 

'AssenMy  Journal,  Vol.  m,  85, 103.  *  Same,  110-112.  » Same,  120-123. 
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of  West  Springfield,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  Adam  Wheeler 
of  Hubbardston,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  Eli  Parsons,  of 
Adams,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  were  the  principal  aiders  and 
abettors  of  said  Rebellion,  and  there  being  great  reason  to  fear 
that  some  of  the  citizen^  of  this  State  who  dwell  near  to  and  ad- 
joining the  said  Commonwealth  may  incautiously  and  unadvisedly 
give  aid  to  the  promoters  and  abettors  of  the  said  rebellion,  and 
thereby  vidate  the  duty  they  owe  to  law  and  good  government : 

I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  at  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  issue  this  proc- 
lamation, strictly  commanding  and  enjoining  it  upon  all  the  citizens 
of  this  State,  not  to  harbour,  enterta^in,  or  conceal  the  said  Daniel 
Seats,  Lukb  Day,  Adam  Wheeler,  and  Eli  Parsons.  And  I  do 
hereby  require  all  and  every  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  within  this 
State,  to  issue  their  warrants  when  required,  to  apprehend  and 
convey  the  aforesaid  Mrsons,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  there  to  be  delivered  to  some  civil  or 
military  officer,  authorised  to  receive  them : 

And  all  the  citizens  of  this  State  are  absolutely  and  most  sol- 
emnly forbidden  to  take  arms  in  support  of,  or  to  engage  in  the 
service,  or  contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  abettors  and  promoters 
of  the  said  rebellion,  by  furnishing  them  with  arms,  ammunition, 
or  otherwise,  as  they  will  answer  it  at  their  peril. 

Given  under  my  Hand^  in  Council^  Bennington,  this  27th  Day 
of  February,  A,  D,  1787,  and  the  eleventh  Year  of  the  Independ- 
ence of  the  State.  ThoIias  Chittenden. 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

Joseph  Pay,  Secretary.^ 
• 

A  Member  expelled  from  the  House. 
Feb.  28.  The  House  considered  a  complaint  from  Col.  Brovm- 
son,  charging  that  Jonathan  Fassett,  Esq.,  member  of  the  House 
from  Pittsford,  encouraged  the  insurrection  or  mob  in  the  county 
of  Rutland  iu  the  preceding  month  of  November,  and  the  evidence 
being  given,  Mr.  Fassett  was  expelled  from  the  House  by  a  unan- 

^Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  in,  121.  This  was  nearer  to  "  the  golden  rule" 
than  the  great  nations  have  even  yet  reached.  In  May  following,  about 
one  hundred  of  the  Massachusetts  rebels  met  at  Shaftsbury,  but  were 
compelled  by  the  firmness  of  Gideon  Olin  and  Jonas  Galusha  to  find  ref- 
uge in  New  York  ;  and  in  July,  two  notorious  Shays  men  were  arrested 
at  Onion  River,  (Colchester,)  conducted  by  a  guard  of  three  men  to  Ben- 
nington, and  delivered  to  the  Massachusetts  officers.— Fermont  Gazette, 
May  7  and  July  30, 1787. 
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imous  vote — yeas  64,  nays  none.  A  bill  of  costs  was  made 
against  Passett,  <£9.10.7,  which  the  State's  Attorney  for  Rut- 
land county  was  required  to  collect.' 

Acts  establishing  the  Constitution  of  Vermont  and  the  Common  Law 

of  England. 

March  2.  A  bill  entitled  "  an  act  establishing  the  Constitution 
of  Vermont,"  &c.  [as  revised  July  4,  1786],  was  adopted,  and 
sent  to  the  Governor  and  Council  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  entitled  ^^  an  act  adopting  the  common  and  statute  laws 
of  England "  was  read  the  second  time,  and  on  the  question 
whether  said  bill  should  be  sent  up  [to  the  Governor  and  Council] 
for  revision,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  the  question, 
they  were  as  follows  [names  omitted]  :  yeas  40,  nays  19.^ 

Thanks  to  the  Mxliwi. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  send- 
ees done  this  State  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  whose  spirited 
exertions  crushed  the  late  daring  insurrection  against  Government 
in  the  counties  of  Rutland  and  Windsor,  and  do  hereby  return 
said  officers  and  soldiers  their  hearty  thanks.^ 

March  3.  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  establishing  post 
offices  within  this  Slate ;  and  an  act  making  provisions,  grain,  &c. 
a  legal  tender,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  money,  were  passed. 


^Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  in,  131-134.  • 

^Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  in,  140.  Both  bills  became  laws,  and  also 
another,  which  changed  the  Constitution,  by  giving  the  privileges  of  free- 
men to  freeholders  only.  This  went  the  whole  length  it  was  suggested 
in  a  note  (ante,  2X7-^9)  that  the  General  Assembly  might  possibly  go. 
Daniel  Chipman  says  that  the  people  and  legislature  of  Vermont  then 
.  held,  with  Blackstone,  that  "  Sovereignty  and  Legislation  are,  indeed, 
convertible  terms."  "No  idea  was  entertained,"  said  Mr.  Chipman, 
"  that  an  act  of  the  legislature,  however  repugnant  to  the  Constitution, 
could  be  adjudged  void  and  set  aside  by  the  judiciary."  Even  after  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  it  was  deemed  necessary,  in  1797, 
to  repeal  all  previous  acts  legalizing  or  altering  the  Constitution  of  Ver- 
mont, so  strong  was  the  conviction  that  an  act  of  the^General  Assembly 
was  superior  to  the  Constitution. —  O/wpman's  Memoir  of  Chittenden, 
100-113.  For  act  requiring  voters  to  be  freeholders,  see  pamphlet  Acts 
Feb.  and  March  1787, 50. 

*  Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  ni,  141. 
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When  taken  on  execution,  the  articles  were  to  be  appraised  "  at 
the  sign-post "  by  commissioners.' 

March  6.  The  committee  on  the  memorial  of  John  Kelly 
repoi-ted  in  favor  of  confinning  certain  grants  to  him,  and  other 
lands  in  lieu  of  lands  formerly  granted  to  Kelly  but  afterwards 
granted  to  others  ;  "  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
interfere  with  a  grant  made  to  Dr.  Johnstone  [Johnson]  and  his 
associates  ;"  which  was  resolved  accordingly.^ 

Naturalization  Act. 
In  Council  :  March  10.  Resolved j  That  the  Hon.  General 
Allen  be  requested  to  write  to  the  Hon.  St.  John,  late  Consul  of 
Prance,  in  answer  to  his  letters  [in  the  ms.  Ethan  Allm  Paper s^j 
inclosing  a  copy  of  the  act  naturalizing  him  and  his  three  sons, 
and  in  reference  to  a  map  of  the  State,  Ac.^ 

Action  in  the  New  York  Assembly  favorable  to  the  Independence  of 

Vermont. 

March  15, 1787.  Alexander  Hamilton,  a  member  for  the  city 
of  New  York,  introduced  into  the  Assembly  a  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  to  empower  and  direct  the  delegates  of  this  state  in  Congress, 
to  accede  to,  ratify  and  confirm  the  sovereignty  and  independence 
of  the  people  of  the  territory  commonly  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  the  state  of  Vermont."  This  bill  gave  ample  powers,  but 
upon  three  conditions :  limiting  Vermont  to  the  territory  between 
Connecticut  river  and  the  line  twenty  miles  east  of  the  Hudson — 
requiring  Vermont  to  accede  to  the  Union — and  preserving  the 
New  York  titles  to  land  in  Vermont,  to  be  prosecuted  in  the  mode 


^Assembly  Journal^  Vol.  ni,  156;  pamphlet  Acts,  153. 

^Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  iii,  147-149.  Although  the  General  Assem- 
bly for  Oct.  178G-March  1787  was  a  very  important  one,  having  revised 
all  the  statutes  of  the  State,  the  editor  of  this  volu'ne  mentions  the  fact 
that  no  list  of  the  members  is  given  in  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. Unless  it  can  be  supplied  from  files  of  the  Vermont  Jour- 
nal,  (Windsor,)  there  is  probably  no  mode  of  making  even  an  imperfect 
list,  other  than  from  the  recorded  lists  of  yeas  and  nays. 

'  Council  Journal,  Vol.  ii,  340.  The  names  of  the  children  were  Amer- 
ica Francis,  William  Alexander,  and  Philip  Lewis.  St  John  suggested 
several  names  for  towns,  three  of  which  were  adopted,  to  wit,  Vergennes, 
Danville,  and  St.  Johnsbiu-y  —  the  latter  for  himself.  St.  John's  signa- 
ture is  "St  John  de  Crevcweur"  in  the  copy — possibly  Ci'cvecwur. — 
—  ^.  Allm  Papers,  395-402. 
57 
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prescribed  in  the  ninth  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  Doubt- 
less the  last  proviso  would  have  prevented  the  consent  of  Vermont, 
but  it  was  at  least  an  earnest  attempt  to  secure  its  accession 
to  the  union  as  an  independent  state,  and  Hamilton's  very  able 
argument  undoubtedly  had  great  effect  in  securing  the  final  and 
happy  result/ 

On  presenting  the  bill,  Mr.  Hamilton  made  a  few  observations, 
of  which  only  a  brief  sketch,  from  recollection,  was  published  at 
the  time,  giving  an  interesting  view  of  the  urgent  motives  which 
prompted  the  measure.  After  much  deliberation,  the  opponents 
of  the  bill  resolved  to  apply  to  the  assembly  to  be  heard  by  coun- 
sel, and  for  that  purpose  employed  Richard  Harrison^  "  a  lawyer 
and  a  scholar,  distinguished  for  his  ability,  and  learning,  and 
probity."  ^  The  following  is  the  record  of  the  hearing  and  argu- 
ment for  the  proprietors  of  land  in  Vermont  under  New  York 
patents. 

Argument  of  Richard  Harrison  against  Vermont. 

New  York  Assembly,  Wednesday,  March  28, 1787. 

Ten  o'clck,  a.  m.  The  Order  of  the  Day  was  then  called  for,  when  on 
motion  of  Col.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Harrison,  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners 
against  the  bill  for  declaring  the  Independence  of  Vermont,  was  admitted 
within  the  bar  of  the  house,  and  addressed  the  chair  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Speaker^  and  Oentlem^n  of  the  House  of  Assembly: — I  have  the 
honor  to  appear  before  you  this  day  in  my  professional  capacity,  a.s  Coun- 
sel for  the  petitioners  against  the  bill  now  depending  before  this  honora- 
ble house,  authorizing  the  delegates  of  this  state  in  Congress  to  accede 
and  confirm  the  independence  of  that  district  of  country  commonly 
called  Vermont. 

Upon  this  occasion  I  am  an  advocate  for  a  numerous  and  respectable 
body  of  citizens,  who  from  that  character^  and  the  relation  in  which  they 
stand  to  the  community  at  large,  have  the  feirest  and  most  unquestionable 
right  to  the  protection  of  the  state.  The  social  compact,  to  which  all  the 
members  of  society  are  parties,  and  by  which  all  of  them  are  bound,  was 
first  formed  to  preserve  the  rights  and  properties  of  each,  by  the  united 
strength  of  the  whole  ;  and  this  sacred  compact  must  suffer  the  grossest 
violation,  whenever  the  rights  and  properties  even  of  the  meanest  indi- 
vidual are  sacrificed  without  the  most  pressing  and  apparent  necessity-. 

My  clients.  Sir,  consider  the  present  bill  as  fatally  calculated  to  deprive 
them,  without  necessity,  of  all  those  advantages  which  they  ought  to  de- 
rive from  the  character  of  citizens,  with  respect  to  their  property  in  the 


*  Works  of  Alex.  Hamilton,  Vol.  ii,  374. 

*  History  of  the  Republic  of  the  United  States,  by  John  C.  Hamilton, 
Vol.  m,  231. 
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north  eastern  part  of  the  state.  They  trust  therefore  tliat  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  the  legislature  will  be  exerted  in  its  rejection  ;  and  though 
tliey  have  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  their  objections  to  the  bill  before 
this  honorable  house,  in  the  manner  that  is  now  adopted,  yet  it  must  be 
apparciit,  tliat  they  have  depended  so  much  upon  the  discernment  of  their 
judges,  and  the  goodness  or  their  cause,  as  to  be  little  anxious  with  re- 
gard to  the  abilities  of  their  counsel. 

I  hope,  Sir,  however,  you  and  this  honorable  house,  will  be  convinced 
tliat  diffident  as  I  am  of  my  abilities,  I  should  not  have  presumed  to 
come  before  you,  if  I  was  not  fully  in  sentiment  upon  tliis  occasion,  that 
tlie  interest  of  my  clients  and  the  public  are  the  same.  I  flatter  myself. 
Sir,  that  my  sincerity  will  not  be  questioned,  when  I  assure  you  that  it  is 
my  most  ardent  wish  (not  to  prevent,  but)  to  promote  every  measure  tend- 
ing to  the  permanent  liappiness  of  a  country  in  which  I  received  my  ex- 
istence; to  which  I  have  been  repeatedly  inaebted  for  great  indulgencies, 
and  in  which  all  my  future  expectations  are  centred. 

I  pn>ceed  now  to  state  those  reasons  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  peti- 
tioners ought  to  prevent  the  bill  in  question  from  being  passed  into  a 
law.  They  consider  it  as  unconstitutional,  impolitic  and  destructive  to 
the  property  of  themselves  and  many  of  their  citizens.  With  respect  to 
tlie  two  first  grounds  of  objection,  in  all  probability  they  would  have  been 
left  entirely  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  if  the  petitioners  had 
not  found  that  their  private  interests  were  materially  affected;  but  tliey 
trust  there  c»n  be  no  impropriety  in  endeavoring  to  shew  that  a  measure 
so  injurious  to  them  is  at  the  same  time  inconsistent  with  the  constitu- 
tion, and  repugnant  to  the  maxims  of  sound  policy. 

The  constitution  Sir,  of  this  State,  lias  expressly  declared  the  counties 
of  Cumberland,  Gloucester,  and  Charlotte,  compose  the^eastern  district; 
and  has  directed  that  they  shall  be  represented  in  our  senate  and  assem- 
bly. As  they  are  constituent  and  essential  members  of  the  body  politic, 
particularlv  recognized  by  the  terms  of  our  constitution,  it  is  surely  a 
question  of  importance  whether  the  powers  delegated  by  the  people  to 
their  representatives  are  such  as  will  authorize  them  to  mutilate  the  body 
by  severing  from  it  limbs  that  are  of  such  fair  proportion  and  undoubted 
strength.  If  the  legislature  can,  without  the  consent  of  their  constitu- 
ents, separate  for  ever  the  bulk  of  the  eastern  district  from  the  remain- 
der of  tJie  state,  by  the  same  rule  they  may  declare  the  southern  district 
independent  of  the  others  or  reduce  the  state  into  as  many  distinct  gov- 
ernments as  there  are  counties  within  it — ahd  thus  this  commonwealth, 
the  citizens  of  wliich  are  bound  together  in  poUtical  unioUy  would  like  the 
hydra  spring  up  into  many  monsters,  all  of  whom  would  cherish  different 
interests,  and  perhaps  be  armed  for  mutual  destruction. 

It  is  a  maxim,  Sir,  in  our  constitution,  that  no  authority  can  be  exercis- 
ed over  the  people  of  .this  state,  but  such  as  shall  be  derived  from  and 
granted  by  them:  and  this  maxim  as  it  is  the  vital  principle  which  per- 
vades the  whole  nranie,  so  it  must  ever  be  adl^ered  to  whilst  any  regard 
for  our  constitution  shall  subsist.  The  legislature.  Sir,  are" authorized  by 
the  constitution  to  frame  laws  for  the  government  of  the  people,  but  as 
to  any  power  of  dismembering  the  state  there  is  a  total  silence;  and 
therefore  it  must  be  concluded,  that  the  people  have  reserved  this  power 
to  themselves,  or  that  if  it  is  delegated  at  all,  it  must  be  delegated  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  be  only  made  use  of  when  the  events 
of  war,  and  the  ^necessities  of  the  union,  shall  render  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary. It  is  an  awful  thing.  Sir,  to  exclude  a  sreat  number  of  citizens 
(many  of  whom  may  be  anxious  to  live  under  the  constitution)  from  the 
protection  of  the  state;  and  tJuit  Ujofor  ever.    When  I  said  that  many  of 
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them  mi^ht  be  anxious  to  live  under  our  constitution  I  have  said  too 
little.  It  is  a  fact  true  beyond  the  possibility  of  contradiction,  that  a 
j^reat  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  in  that  district  are  sincerely  attached 
to  our  government  and  wish  ardently  for  its  protection.  Under  these 
circumstances,  Sir,  if  the  legislature  have  even  a  doubt  respecting  tlie 
l)ropriety  of  the  measure,  or  its  being  constitutional,  I  am  persuaded  tliat 
they  will  avoid  it^ 

Even  in  those  cases,  where  full  and  absolute  power  is  indisputably 
vested  in  the  loilers,  either  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution,  or  by  iniph- 
caticm — yet  I  say,  even  in  those  cases,  it  has  been  the  opinion  of  the  best 
informed  writers,  that  a  nation  cannot  lawfully  cut  ofl'  any  of  its  mem- 
bers from  the  boily,  unless  in  a  ca.se  of  extreme  necessity,  if  tlie  public 
service  requires  it.  Such  are  the  ideas  of  the  great  Vattel,  in  his  first 
l)ook,  chap.  21st.  The  same  masterly  wriler  declares  in  the  second  chap- 
ter of  the  same  book,  that  '^  if  a  nation  is  obliged  to  preserve  itself,  it  is 
not  less  obliged  carefully  to  preserve  all  its  members.  The  nation  (says 
he)  owes  this  to  itself,  smce  the  loss  of  even  one  of  its  members  weakens 
it  and  is  injurious  to  its  own  preservation.  It  owes  this  also  to  the  mem- 
bers in  particular  in  consw|uence  of  the  very  act  of  association." 

This  honorable  house,  8ir,  if  they  arc  siitisfied  with  respect  to  tlieir 
constitutional  powers,  will  undoul)tedly  consider  whether  such  a  case  of 
extreme  necessity  exists  at  the  present  moment  If  it  exists,  the  petition- 
ers are  totally  ignorant  of  it,  and  they  contemplate  tlie  meaaure  as  big 
with  political  consequences  of  the  most  dangerous  and  destructive  na- 
ture. 

It  has  been  alledged  indeed  as  an  argument  for  the  present  bill,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Vermont  (having  assumed  actual  independence)  are 
forming  improper  connexions  with  the  British  in  Canada,  which  at  some 
future  period  may  be  destructive  to  America.  But  how,  Sir,  does  this 
connexion  appear?  What  evidence  can  be  found  of  it?  Where  has  it 
ever  existed,  except  in  tlie  lively  imaginations  of  persons  out  of  doors, 
who  for  particular  puqioses  have  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  popular 
prejudices  and  excite  popular  alarms?  1  am  persuaded  that  the  reiH)rt 
must  have  originated  in  this  manner,  and  after  it  was  once  raised,  1  pre- 
sume that  it  will  be  no  reflection  even  upon  discerning  and  disUngtUihed 
patriots  to  suppose  that  their  zeal  for  tiie  honor  and  interests  of  their 
country  may  have  disposed  them  to  treat  it  with  too  much  attention. 

Can  it  be  supposed.  Sir,  that  Great  Britain  at  the  eve  of  an  expensive 
and  unsuccessful  war,  after  she  has  fully  recognized  tlie  district  of  Ver- 
mont, as  lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  United  States,  should  now  have 
an  idea  that  any  important  purpose  may  Ikj  answered  with  respect  to  the 
confederacy  by  forming  an  indirect  connexion  witli  what  is  comx)ara- 
tively  a  small  and  insignificant  corner  of  a  single  state? 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  tlie  British  Government  is  so  weak,  so  irra- 
tional, as  to  endanger  the  tranquility  and  safety  of  their  remaining  colo- 
nies, for  the  sake  of  cultivating  an  acquaintance  with  people  fix)m  whom 
they  can  derive  no  consequential  advantages,  and  whom  they  coidd  not 
possibly  support  against  the  power  of  tlie  union,  without  renewing  all 
the  horrors  of  war  and  incurring  the  most  enormous  and  destructive 
esmence? 

I  cannot,  therefore,  but  treat  the  supposed  connexion  between  Ver- 
mont and  the  British  Government  as  a  pliantom  originally  raised  for  the 
sake  of  political  preiudices,  but  whicn  when  careftilly  examined  will 
prove  to  be  a  mere  phantom  only. 

If  such  a  connexion,  however,  actually  subsists,  it  is  the  duty  of  good 
citizens  to  produce  the  evidence.    The  proof  of  such  a  connexion  would 
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probably  unite  tbe  sentiments  of  the  American  states  with  rcBpect  to 
Vermont.  It  could  no  longer  then  be  a  doubt,  but  she  must  be  reduced 
to  a  sense  of  duty;  and  on  uie  other  hand  as  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
would  be  highly  reprehensible,  it  would  become  the  business  of  our 
rulers  to  remonstrate  and  demand  satisfaction  upon  it. 

But,  Sir,  if  such  a  connexion  actually  subsists  between  Canada  and  Ver- 
mont, can  this  honorable  house  be  assured  that  the  present  bill  will  dis- 
solve it?  May  we  not  rather  suppose  tliat  their  inland  situation  and 
proximity  to  the  lakes  may  prompt  them,  for  the  sake  of  commerce,  to 
form  still  closer  connexions  with  a  foreign  power,  and  will  they  not  pos- 
sess opportunities  of  doing  mischief  much  greater  than  they  have  at 
present,  when  in  consequence  of  this  bill  they  are  admitted  into  the  pub- 
lic councils,  and  become  acquainted  with  all  the  secrets  of  the  union? 

It  would  be  well  for  gentlemen  to  consider  calmly  and  dispassionately 
what  are  the  natural  consequences  of  the  measure  now  in  agitation.  If 
two  or  tliree  counties  of  the  state,  upon  an  idea  that  tlicy  have  separate 
interests  from  the  rest  of  the  community,  n\m  not  only  declare  them- 
selves independent,  but  by  tami>erin^  with  a  foreign  power  may  terrify 
the  state  into  a  recognition  of  their  independence,  wno  can  pretend  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  independent  states  that  may  start  into  existence 
in  the  remotest  parts  of  our  territory,  or  who  can  determine  what  they 
may  be  encouraged  to  attempt  by  so  pernicious  an  example? 

Already,  Sir,  has  that  exami)le  operated  in  more  than  one  instance,  and 
it  will  undoubtedly  operate  again  in  proi)ortion  to  the  success  with  which 
Vermont  may  be  crowned.  It  appears  to  me  therefore  that  the  safest 
and  wisest  course  is  to  destroy  the  evil  in  its  bud,  to  resist  the  disease  in 
its  first  attacks  before  it  has  made  anv  considerable  pro<jress,  or  the  con- 
tagion has  extended  itself  to  the  nobler  parts  of  the  political  body. 

I  believe,  Sir,  that  experience  will  evince  both  in  public  and  private 
life,  that  a  firm,  generous  and  manly  plan  of  conduct  is  the  result  of 
sound  policy  and  will  eventually  be  most  successful.  Jt  was  this  firm- 
ness, tliis  manly  spirit,  that  raised  the  Koman  Empire  to  the  highest 
glory,  and  if  we  wish  our  country  to  be  proportionably  great  and  ttourish- 
ing,  we  should  ask  ourselves  what  would  have  been  the  conduct  of  that 
people  upon  similar  occasions?  Let  their  conduct  during  that  dangerous 
war  which  they  sustained  with  their  Italian  Allies  whom  they  refused  to 
atlmit  as  citizens  of  Rome  till  they  submitted  at  discretion,  let  their  con- 
duct with  regard  to  Pyrrhus  whom  they  refused  to  treat  with  as  a  friend 
till  he  liad  drawn  his  forces  out  of  Italy,  let  their  magnanimity  upon  a 
thousand  other  occasions  speak  what  they  would  have  done,  if  an  incon- 
siderable part  of  their  citizens  had  presumed  to  declare  themselves  a 
separate  and  independent  state. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  Vermont  in  its  present  situation  contributes 
nothing  to  the  expences  of  the  Union,  at  tne  same  time  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  tliat  country  are  continually  increasing;  as  the  lowness  of  taxes 
induces  the  people  of  the  neighbouring  states  to  emigrate  thither. 

The  former  part  of  this  assertion  we  hiww  to  be  true,  and  the  latter  we 
have  every  reason  to  consider  as  a  fact. 

Mankind  in  general  arc  disposed  to  place  themselves  in  situations 
where  subsistence  is  most  easily  attained,  and  the  demands  of  govern- 
ment are  comparatively  lightest. 

The  emi^tion  to  Vermont  is  a  consequence  also  of  the  abundant 
population  in  the  eastern  states,  and  it  must  continue  as  long  as  the  bal- 
ance of  population  is  against  Vermont,  and  land  is  to  be  procured  there 
u|>on  moderate  terms. 

But,  Sir,  altho'  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  inhabitants  of  Vermont 
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ought  to  pay  their  proportion  of  the  public  burdeuB,  yet  such  is  their 
remote  and  inland  8ituation,  and  such  the  dearth  of  money  amongst 
them,  arising  from  that  circumstance,  and  the  want  of  external  com- 
merce, that  this  consideration  alone  is  not  of  sufficient  importance  to 
make  tlieir  admission  into  the  union  be  considered  as  an  object. 

Besides,  Sir,  is  it  probable  that  the  inliabitants  of  that  district  would 
render  less  advantage  to  the  union  if  they  were  rated  as  a  part  of  this 
state,  tlian  they  would  if  they  were  cotisidered  as  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent government?  Would  tliey  not  on  the  contrary,  be  in  a  condition 
to  defray  a  greater  proportion  of  the  public  burthens,  if  they  were  eased 
of  tliose  particular  expences  whicli  must  attend  their  internal  govern- 
ment? 

But  even  if  the  case  was  otherwise,  it  would  undoubtedly  be  improper 
to  sacrifice  tlie  honor  and  dignity  of  Uie  state  to  such  small  and  uncer- 
tain advantages. 

Indeed,  Sir,  that  sacrifice  may  be  made  on  the  part  of  tliis  state,  but 
wliat  security  have  we,  afler  all,  that  it  will  be  accepted. 

Already  has  this  state  made  advances  to  those  people,  founded  upon  a 
spirit  of  ecpiity  and  calculated  to  remove  every  real  grievance  of  which 
they  could  complain.  Let  gentlemen  turn  to  the  act  of  1782,  and  en- 
quire if  any  notice  has  ever  oeen  taken  of  it  in  Vermont?  Have  those 
people  ever  manifested  the  smallest  desire  for  a.  reconciliation?  Have 
they  even  condescended  to  state  their  objections  to  that  act,  or  made  any 
propositions  upon  the  subject  of  it? 

It  is  true  that  the  present  bill  is  more  extensive  than  the  former.  It 
will  sanction  and  ratify  the  independence  of  Vermont.  But  who  can  say 
that  theij  will  be  content  with  the  limits  we  have  prescribed,  or  that  they 
will  be  disposed  to  become  members  of  the  confederation? 

The  same  reasons  which  might  induce  some  persons  to  wisli  Uiat  Ver- 
mont was  seated  in  Congress,  as  a  part  of  the  union,  will  in  all  probabil- 
ity impel  them  to  reject  the  offer  :  and  after  sacrificing  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  sUite,  we  may  have  the  mortification. to  see  this  bill,  if  it  is 
adopted  by  the  legislature,  treated  witli  the  same  silent  contempt  that 
was  bestowed  upon  the  last. 

I  have  hitherto,  Sir,  been  arguing  against  this  bill,  upon  general  prin- 
ciples, as  if  it  affected  the  petitioners  in  common  with  their  fellow  ciU- 
zeiis.  I  come  now  briefly  to  consider  the  peculiar  objections  which  tliey 
as  individuals  have  to  offer  against  it. 

And  here.  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  mention  the  instructions  I  have  received 
from  the  petitioners,  to  declare,  tliat  if  this  honorable  house  should  be  of 
oi>inion  that  the  constitution  of  the  state  will  permit,  and  the  interests 
of  it  r&iuire  Vermont  to  be  acknowledged  a  separate  and  independent 
state,  they  should  cheerfully  acquiesce,  provided  the  bill  affbnled  any 
security  for  their  })roperty,  or  that  they  should  receive  a  compensation 
for  it. 

In  both  these  respects  the  bill  now  before  the  house  is  totally  deficient. 
Not  a  syllable  is  mentioned  of  the  property  of  the  petitioners;  not  the 
least  intimation  is  given  that  they  will  be  paid  for  it,  in  case  it  should 
finally  be  lost 

I  conceive.  Sir,  that  I  need  not  enter  into  a  long  and  laboured  discus- 
sion, to  demonstrate  that  the  state  is  bound  by  the  strictest  obligations  to 
protect  the  property  of  its  citizens.  In  fact  this  (as  I  have  already  inti- 
mated) is  a  fundamental  article  of  tlie  socijd  compact.  "  The  great  and 
chief  end  (says  Mr.  Locke)  of  men's  uniting  into  commonwemths,  and 
putting  themselves  under  government,  is  the  preservation  of  their  prop- 
erty."   And  afler  pointing  out  what  was  wanting  for  that  purpose  in  a 
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state  of  nature,  he  adds  "  That  the  power  of  the  society  or  legislative, 
constituted  by  them,  can  never  extend  farther  than  the  common  good, 
but  is  obliged  to  secure  every  one's  property ^^"^  by  providing  against  the 
defects  of  a  state  of  nature. 

I  will  admit,  Sir,  however,  that  the  public  have  a  right  to  dispose  of 
privat<3  property,  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  common  safety  or 
advantage.  But  then,  whenever  this  is  the  case,  individuals  have  a  fair 
and  complete  title  to  a  compensation  from  the  societv,  in  lieu  of  ilmt 
property  which  they  part  with  for  the  public  benefit.  In  such  instances 
the  public  should  be  considered  as  an  individual  treating  with  an  indi- 
vidual; and  if  the  legislature  obliges  the  owners  to  alienate  or  resign 
their  property,  it  is  bound  on  the  other  hand  to  give  them  a  reason al>le 
price. 

Such,  Sir,  are  the  dictates  of  reason  upon  this  subject;  such  are  the 
principles  which  Judge  Blackstone  informs  us  govern  the  British  legisla- 
ture in  cases  of  this  nature. 

But,  Sir,  it  may  be  said  that  in  consequence  of  the  present  bill  the  peti- 
tioners would  be  in  a  better  state  than  they  were  previously  to  it — and 
it  may  be  insisted  that  under  an  article  of  the  confederatien  they  would 
be  entitled  to  a  fair  trial  for  their  property,  by  a  court  constituted  in  the 
manner  which  that  treaty  has  designated. 

The  petitioners.  Sir,  are  far  from  being  convinced  that  they  would  be 
entltlea  to  such  a  trial. 

And  at  any  rate  it  would  be  attended  with  such  an  enormous  expence 
as  the  petitioners  could  by  no  means  sustain,  and  to  which  sovereign 
states  alone  would  be  found  equal. 

To  hold  out  therefore  a  federal  Court  as  a  relief  to  the  petitioners,  is  in 
liact  leaving  them  destitute  of  any,  for  it  only  offers  sucii  a  remedy  as  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  pursue. 

Besides,  Sir,  in  the  present  situation  of  things  whilst  the  independence 
of  Vermont  is  not  acknowledged  by  this  state,  whilst  some  of  the  inhal)- 
itants  of  that  district  had  their  hopes  and  others  their  apprehensions  that 
they  may  again  be  reduced  to  the  obedience  which  they  owe  this  govern- 
ment; many,  if  not  all  of  them  are  solicitous  to  secure  a  good  and  per- 
manent title  for  their  possessions,  by  purchasing  from  tne  petitioners 
Uieir  rights  under  the  state  of  New  York. 

But  let  this  bill  pass  into  a  law,  and  the  appehensions  of  the  people 
will  be  at  an  end.  They  will  consider  their  independence  as  fully  recog- 
nized whether  they  join  the  confederation  or  not,  and  they  will  from  that 
time  be  indifferent  as  to  any  grants  under  a  government  ttom  which  they 
may  consider  themselves  as  irrevocably  separated  and  forever  estrangecl. 

fn  tills  view,  Sir,  the  very  silence  of  this  bill,  with  respect  to  the  rights 
of  the  petitioners,  will  be  the  most  fatal  blow  that  they  have  ever  re- 
ceived; and  as  it  will  come  from  hands  to  which  they  looked  for  protec- 
tion, it  must  (like  the  dagger  of  Brutus)  pierce  more  deeply  and  be  more 
severely  felt 

The  petitioners  therefore  flatter  themselves  that  this  honorable  house 
will  eitner  reject  the  bill,  or  add  to  it  such  clauses  as  may  secure  their 
property,  or  a  compensation  for  it.  They  have  every  dependence  upon 
the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  legislature — they  claim  that  protection 
for  which  society  was  instituted;  and  whilst  they  are  conscious  of  no 
fault,  they  trust  that  they  shall  receive  it. 

If  the  independence  of  Vermont  should  upon  investigation  be  found 
essential  to  the  interest  and  happiness  of  America,  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  petitioners  to  acquiesce  to  it;  but  even  then  their  private  property 
ought  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  public  good  without  a  public  recompense. 
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It  would  without  doubt  argue  a  want  of  delicacy  as  well  as  Judgment 
in  the  petitioners  to  dictate  measures  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  — 
but  deeply  interested  as  they  ai*e  in  the  decision  of  the  present  question, 
they  flatter  themselves  that  they  shall  be  excused  for  suggestmg  that 
instead  of  the  present  bill,  which  will  be  construed  into  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  independence  in  Vermont,  even  if  the  conditions  of  it  are 
rejected,  it  would  be  more  consistent  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
state,  if  Commissioners  should  be  appointed  to  treat  with  sucn  as  may  be 
nominated  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  district,  as  well  concerning  the 
property  of  individuals  as  the  independence  of  the  country. 

In  this  mode,  the  petitioners  might  probably  obtain  security  for  their 
property  or  a  great  part  of  it,  and  unless  that  people  are  determined  to 
treat  all  advances  upon  the  part  of  the  government  with  indifference  and 
contempt,  every  suDject  of  controversy  might  be  adjusted  upon  princi- 
ples of  mutual  and  permanent  advant^e. 

Mr.  Harrison  then  withdrew,  and  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  on  the  bill  for  declaring  the  independence  o£ 
Vermont,  Mr.  Clark  in  the  chair.* 

Col.  Hamilton  addressed  the  committee  subsequently  as  follows: 

Speech  cf  Alexander  Hamilton  in  reply  to  Mr,  Harruon^  on 
the  hill  for  acceding  to  the  Independence  of  Vermont, 

The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  has  entered  into  a  large  field  of  argu- 
ment against  the  present  bill.  He  has  endeavored  to  show  tliat  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  Constitution,  to  the  maxims  of  sound  policy,  and  to  the 
rights  of  property. 

Ilis  observations  have  not  been  destitute  of  weight.  They  appear  to 
have  the  more  force,  as  they  are  to  a  certain  degree  founded  in  truth. 
But  it  is  the  province  of  the  committee  to  distinguish  the  just  limits  of 
the  principles  he  has  advanced,  how  far  they  extend,  an<l  where  they 
terminate.  To  aid  tlie  committee  in  this  inquiry  shall  be  my  endeavor, 
and  following  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  through  the  different  heads 
of  his  argument,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  show  that  neither  of  the  objections 
he  has  urged  stands  m  the  way  of  the  measure  proposed,  and  Uiat  the 
Constitution  permits,  policy  demands  it,  and  justice  acquiesces  in  its 
adoption.  The  first  objection  is  drawn  from  tl'iat  great  principle  of  the 
social  compac^t, — that  the  chief  object  of  government  is  to  protect  tlie 
rights  of  individuals  by  the  united  strength  of  the  community.  The 
iustness  of  this  principle  is  not  to  be  disputed,  but  its  extent  remains  to 
be  iiscertained.  It  must  be  taken  with  t|iis  limitation: — The  unit^id 
strength  of  the  community  ought  to  be  exerted  for  the  protection  of  indi- 
viduals so  far  as  there  is  a  rational  prospect  of  success  ;  so  far  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  and  well-being  of  the  whole.  The  duty  of  a 
nation  is  always  limited  by  these  considerations  : — It  is  bound  to  make 
efforts  and  encounter  hazards  for  the  protection  of  its  members,  propor- 
tioned to  its  abilities,  warranted  by  a  reasonable  expectation  of  a  favora- 
ble issue,  and  compatible  with  its  eventual  security.  But  it  Ls  not  Iwund 
to  enter  in  or  prosecute  enterprises  of  a  manifest  rashness  and  folly;  or 
wliich,  in  the  event  of  success,  would  be  productive  of  more  mischief 
than  good.    This  qualification  of  the  principle  can  no  more  be  denied 
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than  the  principle  itself.  The  counsel  for  the  petitioners  indeed  admits 
it  in  substance,  when  he  mlmits  that  a  case  of  extreme  necessity  is  an 
exception  to  the  rule:  but  he  adds  that  this  necessity  should  be  apparent 
and  unequivocal.  Wliat  constitutes  a  case  of  extreme  necessity,  admits 
of  no  precise  definition.  It  is  always  a  question  of  fact,  to  be  determined 
by  a  consideration  of  the  condition  of  the  parties  and  the  particular  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  itself.  A  case  of  necessity  then  exists,  when 
every  discerning,  unprejudiced  man,  well  acquainted  with  facts,  must  be 
convinced  that  a  measure  cannot  be  undei'taken  or  pursued  with  a  proba- 
bility of  success.  To  determine  this  an  experiment  is  not  always  neces- 
sary: circumstances  may  exist  so  decisive  and  palpable  in  their  nature  as 
to  render  it  the  extreme  of  temerity  to  hegin^  as  well  as  to  continue  an 
experiment.  The  propriety  of  doin^  either  the  one  or  the  other,  must 
equally  be  decided  by  a  judicious  estimate  of  the  national  situation. 

Tlie  tendency  of  the  principle  contended  for,  on  the  application  of  it 
in  argument,  has  been  to  prove  that  the  state  ought  to  employ  the  com- 
mon strength  of  the  society  to  protect  the  rights  of  its  citizens,  interested 
in  the  district  or  territory  in  question,  by  reducing  the  revolted  inhabi- 
tants of  that  district  to  an  obedience  to  its  laws.  The  inquiry  therefore 
is, — Can  this  be  done?  Is  the  State  in  a  situation  to  undertake  it?  Is 
there  a  probability  that  the  object  will  be  more  attainable  at  a  future 
day?  Is  there  not  rather  a  probability  that  it  will  be  every  day  more  out 
of  our  reach,  and  that  leaving  things  in  their  present  state  will  be  at- 
tended with  serious  dangers  and  inconveniences?  Is  it  even  desirable, 
if  practicable,  to  reduce  the  people  in  question  under  subjection  to  this 
State?  Ill  pursuing  this  inauiry  we  ought  to  bear  in  mind  that  a  nation 
is  never  to  regiUate  its  conduct  by  remote  possibilities  or  mere  contin- 
gencies, but  by  such  probability  as  may  reasonably  be  inferred  from  the 
existing  state  of  things,  and  the  usual  course  of  human  aflairs.  With 
this  caution,  no  well-informed  mind  can  be  at  a  loss  in  what  manner  to 
answer  the  questions  I  have  proposed.  A  concise  review  of  the  past, 
and  a  dispassionate  consideration  of  the  present,  will  enable  us  to  judge 
with  accuracy  of  the  obligations  and  interests.gf  the  State. 

The  pretensions  to  independence  of  the  district  of  territory  in  ques- 
tion began  shortly  alter  the  commencement  of  the  late  revolution.  We 
were  then  engaged  in  a  war  for  our  existence  as  a  people,  which  required 
the  utmost  exertion  of  our  resources  to  give  us  a  chance  of  success.  To 
have  diverted  any  part  of  them  from  this  object  to  that  of  subduing  the 
inhabitants  of  Vermont,  to  have  involved  a  domestic  quarrel  which 
would  have  compelled  that  hardy  and  numerous  body  of  men  to  throw 
themselves  into  the  arms  of  the  power  with  which  we  were  then  contend- 
ing, instead  of  joining  their  etforts  to  ours  in  the  common  cause  of  Amer- 
ican liberty,  as'they  tor  a  long  time  did,  with  great  advantage  to  it,  would 
liave  been  a  species  of  frenzy  for  which  there  could  have  been  no  apol- 
ogy, and  would  have  endangered  the  fate  of  the  revolution  more  than 
any  one  step  we  could  have  taken.  This  idea  is  too  obvious  to  need  be- 
ing enliirged  upon.  The  most  prejudiced  will  acquit  the  State  from  blame 
for  not  trying  the  eftect  of  force  against  that  people  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war.  Every  moderate  measure,  evervthing  short  of  hostility 
oi»  a  total  sacrifice  of  those  rights,  which  were  the  original  cause  of  the 
revolt,  and  which  are  the  occasion  of  the  opposition  to  the  present  bill, 
were  tried.  Conciliating  laws  were  passed,  overtures  made,  negotiations 
carried  on  in  Congress,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  The  peace  found  the  V"er- 
moiiters  in  a  state  of  actual  imiependence,  which  they  had  enjoyed  for 
several  years, —  organized  under  a  regular  form  of  government,  and 
increased  in  strength  by  a  considerable  accession  of  numbers.  It  found 
58 
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this  State  the  principal  seat  of  the  war,  exhausted  bjr  peculiar  exertions 
and  overwhelmed  in  debt.  The  embarrassmente  arising  from  this  situa- 
tion press  us  daily.  The  utmost  exertion  of  wisdom  in  our  public  coun- 
cils would  not  be  more  than  equal  to  extricating  us  from  them.  As  mat- 
ters stand,  the  public  debts  are  unprovided  for,  and  the  j)ublic  credit 
prostrate.  Are  we  now  in  a  situation  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  Ver- 
nion,  or  are  we  likely  speedily  to  be  in  such  a  situation?  Where  are  our 
resources,  wiiere  our  public  credit,  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  an  offensive 
warV  We  ought  to  recollect  that  in  war,  t^  defend  or  attack,  are  two  dif- 
ferent tilings;  to  the  first,  the  mountains,  the  wilderness,  the  militia, 
sometimes  even  the  poverty  of  a  country  will  suffice.  The  latter  re- 
quires an  army  and  a  treasury. 

The  population  of  Vermont  will  not  be  rated  too  high  if  stated  at 
nearlv  one  half  of  that  of  New  York.  Can  any  reasonable  man  suppose 
that  New  York,  with  the  load  of  debt  the  revolution  ha.s  left  upon  it, 
and  under  a  popular  government,  would  be  able  to  carry  on  with  advan- 
tage an  otfensive  war  against  a  people  half  as  numerous  as  itself,  in  their 
own  territory;  a  territory  defended  as  much  by  its  natural  situation  as 
by  the  numbers'  and  hardihood  of  its  inhabitants?  Can  it  be  imagined 
that  it  would  be  able,  finally,  to  reduce  such  a  people  to  its  obedience? 
The  supposition  would  be  cnimerical,  and  the  attempt  madness.  Can  wc 
hope  a  more  favorable  posture  of  alfairs  hereafler?  Will  not  the  poi>- 
ulation  and  strength  of  Vermont  increase  in  ratio  to  our  own?  There  is, 
perhaps,  no  essential  difference  between  their  government  and  ours.  The 
necessity  of  making  provision,  in  one  way  or  another,  for  the  exigencies 
of  the  IJ  nion,  and  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  State,  must  con- 
tinue to  subject  our  citizens  to  heavier  burthens  than  are  borne  by  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country,  who  have  no  cj\11  for  revenue  beyond  the 
support  of  their  domestic  administration.  A  country  possessing  a  fertile 
soil,  exempt  from  taxes,  cannot  fail  of  having  a  rapid  growth. 

The  enterprise  will  of  course  become  more  difficult  oy  delay,  and  pro- 
crastination can  only  serve  to  render  the  claims  of  the  State  and  its  citi- 
zens, in  the  opinion  of  mankind,  obsolete,  and  to  give  the  consent  of 
time  to  the  connection  which  the  people  of  Vermont  have,  in  idl 
appearance,  already  formed  with  the  British  Government.  This  last 
pomt  I  shall  discuss  more  fully  in  another  place. 

I  have  confined  myself  in  my  reasoning  to  an  examination  of  wliat  is 
practicable  on  the  part  of  this  State  alone.  No  assistance  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  our  neighbors.  Their  opinion  of  the  origin  of  tlie  contro- 
vei*sy  between  this  ^tate  and  the  people  of  Vermont,  whether  well  or  ill 
founded,  is  not  generally  in  our  fiivor;  and  it  is  notorious  that  the  East- 
ern States  have  uniformly  countenanced  the  independence  of  tliat  coun- 
try. This  might  suggest  to  us  reflections  tliat  would  confirm  the  belief 
of  the  impracticability  of  destroying,  and  the  danger  of  attempting  to 
destroy  that  independence. 

The  scheme  of  coercion  would  ill  suit  even  the  disposition  of  our  own 
citizens.  The  habits  of  thinking  to  which  the  Eevolution  has  given 
birth,  are  not  julapted  to  the  idea  of  a  contest  for  dominion  over  a  people 
disinclined  to  live  under  our  government.  And,  in  reality,  it  is  not  the 
interest  of  the  State  ever  to  regain  dominion  over  them  by  force.  We 
shall  do  well  to  advert  to  the  nature  of  our  government,  and  to  Uie  ex- 
tent of  this  State  according  to  its  acknowledged  limits.  Are  we  sure  we 
shall  be  able  to  govern  what  we  already  possess?  Or  would  it  be  wise  to 
wish  to  tiy  the  strength  of  our  goverment  over  a  numerous  body  of  peor 
pie  disaffected  to  it,  and  compelled  to  submit  to  its  authority  by  force? 
For  my  part,  1  should  regard  the  re-union  of  Vermont  to  this  State  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Hamilton  in  reply  to  Harrison.  .  459 

one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  could  befall  it;  as  a  source  of  continual 
embarrassment  and  disquietude. 

It  is  hinted  by  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  that  many  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Vermont  are  desirous  of  living  under  our  government,  and 
sanguine  tempers  have  long  ago  predicted  that  they  would  shortly  grow 
weary  of  their  independence,  throw  it  off",  and  become  re-united  with  us 
and  New  Hampshire  of  their  own  accord.  There  are  clear  principles  of 
human  nature  to  which  wc  may  resort  to  falsify  this  prediction. 

In  popular  governments,  the  sentiments  of  the  people  generally  take 
their  tone  from  their  leaders.  The  leaders  of  Vermont  cannot  desire  a 
re-union  with  New  York,  because  this  would  amount  to  an  abdication  of 
their  own  power  and  consequence.  The  people  of  Vermont  will  not 
desire  it,  because  no  people  ever  desired  to  pass  from  a  situation  in  which 
they  were  exempted  from  taxes,  and  in  whichthey  suffered  no  particular 
oppression,  to  one  in  which  they  would  be  subject  to  burthens  compara- 
tively heavy. 

1  now  pass  to  an  examination  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure 
proposed  by  the  bill.  It  is  observed,  that  by  the  constitution  the  coun- 
ties of  Charlotte,  Cumberland  and  Gloucester  are  constituent  parts  of  the 
State;  that  one  article  of  it  declares  that  no  power  shall  be  exercised 
over  the  people,  but  such  as  is  derived  from  and  granted  by  them;  that 
no  express  power  is  ^ivon  to  the  Legislature  to  dismember  any  part  of 
the  State;  and  that  this  silence  of  the  Constitution  is  a  tacit  reservation 
of  that  power  to  the  people.  To  all  this  I  answer,  that  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people,  by  our  Constitution,  is  vested  in  their  representatives  in 
Senate  ana  Assembly,  with  the  intervention  of  the  Council  of  Revision, 
and  that  the  power  of  dismembering  the  State,  under  certain  circumstan- 
ces, is  a  necessary  appendage  of  the  sovereignty.  The  practice  of  na- 
tions, and  the  authority  of  wiiters,  con^ire  to  establish  this  principle; 
and  the  safety  of  society  requires  it.  There  are  certain  situations  of 
kingdoms  aiul  states,  in  which  the  sacrifice  of  a  part  is  essential  to  the 
preservation  and  welfare  of  the  rest. 

History  furnishes  abundant  examples  of  such  sacrifices.  Nations,  in 
making  peace,  frequently  cede  parts  of  their  territories  to  each  other. 
Civil  commotions  have  many  times  produced  similar  dismemberments. 
The  monarchy  of  Spain,  after  a  destructive  and  fruitless  contest  to  pre- 
serve it,  was  obliged,  at  last,  to  surrender  its  dominion  over  the  Nether- 
lands. The  crown  of  Austria  wa«,  in  like  manner,  compelled  to  abandon 
its  jurisdiction  over  the  Swiss  Cantons.  And  the  United  States  are  a 
recent  and  still  more  signal  instance  of  the  exercise  of  the  same  right. 
Neither  of  these  instances  has  been  censured  or  condemned,  nor  the 
power  of  the  sovereign  to  accede  to  the  separation  called  in  question. 

The  celebrated  author  quoted  by  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  is  ex- 
plicit on  this  article,  and  decides  with  clearness  that  the  prince  or  body 
intrusted  with  the  sovereign  authority  may,  in  certain  emer^jcncies,  dis- 
member the  empire,  and  lop  oft*  a  limb  for  the  good  of  the  body.  This 
inference  from  the  silence  of  a  Constitution,  is  the  reverse  of  that  drawn 
by  the  counsel  of  the  petitioners.  Doubts  have  been  raised  by  partjcu- 
liu*  theorists  upon  the  subject,  but  their  theories  were  too  abstract  for 
practice,  and  arc  now  exploded  by  the  ablest  writers  on  the  laws  of 
nations.  Indeed,  those  doubts  were  chiefly  applied  to  the  case  of  a  ces- 
sion or  relinquishment  of  a  i)art  of  the  empire  still  in  possession  of  the 
sovereign.  It  has  long  been  considered  as  a  clear  point,  that  where  a 
part  of  an  empire  is  actually  severed  by  conquest,  or  a  revolution,  the 
prince,  or  body  vested  with  the  administration  of  the  government,  has  a 
right  to  assent  to,  and  to  ratify  that  sepan^tion.    This  is  an  obvious  and 
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important  distinction,  from  which  other  inference?*  of  moment  will  be 
drawn  in  another  place.  It  will  be  found  in  Vattel,  book  four,  chapter 
second. 

Vermont  is,  in  fact,  severed  from  New  York,  and  has  been  so  for ' 
years.  There  is  no  reasonable  prospect  of  recovering  it,  and  the  att«ra]it 
would  be  attended  with  certain  and  serious  calamities.  The  Legislature 
have,  therefore,  an  undoubted  right  to  relinquish  it,  and  jmlicy  dictat^is 
tliat  it  should  be  done.  It  is  of  no  force  to  say  that  this  princij>le  would 
authorize  the  dismemberment  of  Long  Island,  or  of  any  other  part  of  the 
State.  There  is  no  doubt,  the  same  circumstances  concurring,  the  same 
consequences  would  result,  but  not  sooner;  and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
State  to  endeavor  to  prevent  a  similar  extremity. 

The  next  thing  in  the  order  observed  by  the  counsel  for  the  petition- 
ers that  presents  itself  to  our  discussion  is  the  policy  of  the  measure. 
Against  this  it  is  objected  that  the  precedent  would  be  dangerous  ; 
that  the  facility  with  which  Vermonters  will  have  accomplished  their 
object,  might  invite  other  parts  of  this  State  and  the  United  States  to 
follow  their  example.  To  this  I  answer,  that  examples  have  little  to  do 
with  the  revolutions  of  empire.  Wherever  such  state  of  things  exists 
as  to  make  it  the  interest  or  the  inclination  of  a  large  body  of  i)eople  to 
separate  from  the  society  with  which  they  have  been  connected,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  atford  a  prospect  of  success,  they  will  genendly  yield  to 
the  impulse,  without  much  inquiry  or  solicitude  about  what  has  been 
done  by  others,  or  upon  other  occasions;  and  when  this  is  not  the  c{u«e, 
precedents  will  never  create  the  disposition.'  Events  of  this  kind  are  not 
produced  or  controlled  by  the  ordinary  operations  of  human  policy,  care 
or  contrivance.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  etfect  of  the  example,  it  is  too 
late  to  prevent  or  redress  the  evil.  It  sprang  up  under  circumstiinces 
which  forbade  the  application  of  an  effectual  remedy,  and  it  has  now  ac- 
quired a  maturity  which  would  mock  all  our  efforts  to  counteract  it. 
Vermont  is  lost  to  New  York,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  recovery;  and 
a  passive  acquiescence  in  its  independence  cannot  make  it  more  formida- 
ble, as  an  exam^de,  than  a  direct  recognition  of  it.  Success  and  impu- 
nity are  the  ingredients  that  are  to  constitute  the  force  of  the  example, 
and  these  will  exist  in  either  case. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  policy  of  the  measure  results  from  two  impor- 
tant considerations.  The  one,  that  by  the  union  of  Vermont  to  the  Con- 
federacy, it  must  of  course  bear  a  proportion  of  the  public  burdens;  the 
other,  that  it  would  be  detached  from  the  completion  of  a  connection 
already  in  all  appearance  begun  with  a  foreign  power.  The  incorporation 
of  Vermont  into  the  Confederacy  is  by  the  bill  made  an  express  condi- 
tion of  the  acknowledgment  of  their  independence.  The  first  advantage 
was  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  though  observations  have  been  made  to 
diminish  its  importance.  Its  inland  situation  has  been  noted  as  a  cir- 
cumstance that  precluded  the  expectation  of  any  considerable  revenue 
from  it.  But  the  same  thing  might  be  said  of  the  interior  parts  of  tliis 
and  of  the  other  States;  and  yet  we  should  make  a  much  worse  figure  than 
we  do,  if  our  resources  were  to  be  drawn  wholly  from  our  Atlantic  set- 
tlements. The  country  of  Vermont  is  fertile  and  will  soon  be  populous, 
and  the  resources  which  it  may  be  capable  of  aflfording  at  a  day  not  far 
remote,  though  not  of  great  magnitude,  will  by  no  means  be  contemptible. 

But  the  principal  advantage  to  be  expected  from  the  measure  is  the 
one  mentioned  last.  Here  it  is  asked,  Wlierc  is  the  evidence  of  the  fiict, 
where  the  proof  of  the  connection?  Would  Great  Britain,  which  has  so 
recently,  in  a  solemn  treaty,  acknowledged  the  territory  in  question  to 
be  comprehended  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  derogate  from 
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thai  treaUr,aml  for  so  insigniiicaiit  an  object,  as  a  connection  with  a  small 
corner  of  one  of  the  States,  hazard  a  rupture  with  the  whole  Confede- 
racy V 

Not  expecting  a  formal  call  for  the  evidence  of  tlie  fact,  my  memory  is 
not  prepared  to  enter  into  all  the  details  rccjuisite  to  its  full  elucidation. 
1  well  remember  that  during  the  latter  perio<ls  of  the  war,  a  variety  of 
circumstiinces  pro<luced  a  conviction  of  its  existt;nce  everywhere;  in  the 
army,  in  the  Ijcgislature,  and  in  Congress.  Among  other  tmnsactions 
that  came  to  my  knowledge,  I  sludl  mention  oiu?  its  nearly  as  my  recol- 
lection will  serve  me.  Some  t'me  in  the  year  1781,  Fay  and  Ira  Allen, 
two  of  the  most  influential  individuals  in  tlmt  country,  went  into  Canada, 
and,  we  were  well  informed,  had  repeated  interviews  with  Gen.  Ilaldi- 
mand.  Not  long  after,  a  party  of  British,  under  St.  Leger,  penetrated 
as  tar  as  Ticonderoga.  A  detachment  from  that  body  fell  in  by  acci<lent 
with  a  small  party  of  Vernionters,  tired  upon  them,  killed  one  of  their 
number,  and  took  the  rest  prisoners.  Discovering  their  mistake,  they 
interred  the  deml  body  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  sent  the  prisoners 
home,  loaded  with  kindnesses  and  caresses.  From  that  period  a  free 
intercourse  subsisted  between  Canada  and  Vermont.  This  is  one  proof, 
and  a  pretty  decisive  one,  to  show  that  a  connection  wtis  formed  during 
the  war.  I  doubt  not  there  are  others  equally  strong,  within  the  recol- 
lection of  other  members  of  the  committee.  Since  the  peace,  this  inter- 
ct)ui*se  has  been  cultivated  with  reciprocal  zeal,  and  there  are  circum- 
stiuiccs  related  [which  I  shall  not  repeal,  as  Uiey  do  not  come  to  me  with 
suflicient  authenticity]  that  look  strongly  to  a  c(»ntinuance  of  the  connec- 
tion. If  this  connection  ever  existed,  what  reason  have  we  to  believe 
that  it  has  been  since  dissolved?  To  me,  1  confess,  there  ai>i)ears  none. 
On  the  contrary,  the  situation  of  the  parties  in  my  opinion  forbids  tlie 
supposition  of  ills  dissolution. 

1  flatter  myself,  those  who  know  my  manner  of  thinking  will  acffuit 
me  of  a  disposition  to  sow  groundless  jealousies  of  any  nation.  I  ccm- 
sider  a  conduct  of  this  kind  as  undignifled  and  indelicate  in  a  public 
chanicter;  and  if  1  were  not  persuaded  the  suspicions  1  entertain  are 
well  founded,  no  motive  would  have  induced  me  to  bring  them  forward. 

it  is  asked,  in  substance,  what  object  Great  Ih'iUun  can  have  in  culti- 
vating such  connections.     This  tulmits  of  several  answers. 

(treat  Britiun  cannot  but  see  our  governments  iu*e  feeble  and  distracted; 
that  the  Union  wants  energy;  the  nation  concert.  That  our  puldic 
debtii  are  unprovided  for;  our  federal  treasuries  empty;  our  Inwle  lan- 
<^uishing.  She  may  flatter  herself  that  this  stjite  of  things  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  discontent*  among  the  people,  and  that  these  discontents  may 
lead  to  a  voluntary  return  to  her  dominion.  She  may  hope  t«  see  in  this 
country  a  counterpart  of  the  restoration  of  Charles  the  Second.  However 
nustaken  they  may  be,  it  is  not  impossible  that  speculations  of  this  kind 
may  enter  into  the  head  of  a  British  minister.  The  government  lately 
established  in  Caiuida  —  the  splendid  title  of  Viceroy — seem  to  look 
beyond  the  dreary  regions  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  In  this  view,  she 
would  naturally  lay  hold  of  Vermont  as  a  link  in  the  chain  of  eventa.  It 
would  be  a  positive  acquisition  of  so  much,  and  nothing  could  better 
answer  the  purpose  of  accelerating  the  progress  of  discontent  than  the 
example  of  a  country,  part  of  ourselves,  comi)aratively  speaking,  free 
from  taxes.  Nothing  could  have  a  more  powerful  influence  than  such  an 
example  ui)on  the  inhabitants  of  the  settlements  bordering  upon  that 
country.  How  far  and  how  rapidly  it  might  extend  itself  is  a  matter  not 
easy  to  be  calculated. 

liut  laying  aside  every  supposition  of  this  nature,  there  are  motives  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


462  Vermont  from  1783  to  1791. 

interest  which  would  dispose  the  British  government  to  cultivate  Ver- 
mont. A  connection  with  Vermont  will  hereafter  conduce  to  the  secu- 
rity of  Canada,  and  to  tlie  preservation  of  the  Western  posts.  That 
Great  Britain  means  to  retain  these  ^)0st8  may  be  inferred  from  the  inter- 
est she  has  in  doing  it.  The  ostensible  reason  for  not  having  delivered 
them  up  heretofore  is  the  infractions  of  the  treaty  on  our  part;  but 
though  these  infractions  in  some  instances  cannot  be  denied,  it  may 
fairly  be  i)resume<l  that  they  arc  nothing  more  than  the  pretext  for  with- 
holding the  posts,  while  tlie  true  motive  is  the  proiUgious  adviuitage 
which  the  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade  aflfords  to  the  commerce  of  the  Eng- 
lish nation.  If  Great  Britain  has  formed  the  design  of  finally  retaining 
these  posts,  she  must  look  forward  sooner  or  later  to  a  rupture  with  this 
country;  for,  degnuled  as  we  are  by  our  mismanagement,  she  can  hanlly 
entertain  so  mean  an  opinion  of  us  ivs  to  expect  we  shall  eventually  sub- 
mit to  such  violation  of  our  rights  and  interests  without  a  struggle. 
And,  in  such  a  case,  Vermont  would  be  no  despicable  auxiliary. 

But  would  Great  Britain  hazard  a  war  with  the  United  States  for  so 
inconsidend)le  an  object?  In  the  first  place,  the  object  is  not  inconsider- 
able. In  the  next,  our  situation  is  not  such  as  to  render  our  resentment 
formidable.  This  situation  is  ^)erhaps  better  understood  by  everybo«ly 
else  than  ourselves;  and  no  nation  would  forego  a  present  advantage  to 
our  detriment,  while  it  knew  that  a  change  of  government  must  precede 
any  inconveniences  from  our  displeasure.  I  do  not  suppose  tnat  the 
British  government  would,  in  the  present  state  of  tilings,  commit  itself 
to  any  avowed  engagements  with  the  people  of  Vermont.  It  will,  no 
doubt,  take  care  to  be  in  such  a  situation  as  to  leave  itself  at  liberty  to 
act  Jiccording  to  circumstances;  but  it  will,  and  I  have  no  doubt  does,  by 
the  i nU' r mediation  of  its  officers,  keep  up  a  secret  intercourse  with  the 
leatlers  of  that  people,  to  endeavor  gradually  to  mould  them  to  its  inter- 
ests, to  be  ready  to  convert  them  to  its  own  purposes  upon  any  favorable 
conjuncture  or  future  emergency.  This  policy  is  so  obvious  and  safe, 
that  it  would  be  presumable  without  any  evidence  of  its  existence. 

On  the  part  of  Vermont,  while  their  fate  in  tlie  American  scale  re- 
mains suspended,  considenitions  of  safety  would  direct  them  to  such  a 
connection  with  the  British  government.  They  would  not  choose  to  lie 
at  our  mercy,  or  \o  de[)end  on  their  strength,  if  they  could  find  refuge 
or  support  elsewhcjre.  There  is  a  circumstance,  too,  mentioned  with  a 
dilfereiit  view  by  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  which  would  contribute 
to  this  connection.  I  mean  the  relative  situation  of  Canada  and  Ver- 
mont. It  is  asked,  "  May  not  this  situation  induce  Vermont  'to  reject 
the  olfer  of  indei)endence,  and  prompt  the  people  of  that  country,  for  the 
sake  of  commerce,  to  form  still  closer  connections  with  a  foreign  power?" 
I  ask,  docs  not  this  situation,  which  it  is  supposed  might  have  so 
powerful  an  inthience,  afford  a  strong  presunii)tion  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  connection?  And  is  it  not  our  true  policy  to  take  away  every 
additional  temptation? 

I  sluUl  re:idily  admit  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  Vermont  will 
iU'cept  the  proflcred  acknowledgment  of  it«  independence,  upon  the  con* 
ditions  annexed.  I  firmly  believe  that  slie  does  not  desire  it,  and  that  she 
would  be  perplexed  l»y  the  dilemma  to  which  she  would  be  reduced. 
But  whether  she  accepts  it  or  not,  the  offer  may  be  expected  to  have  a 
good  effect.  It  wtmld  at  le:ist  serve  to  jiscerlain  filets.  Her  refiisal 
would  be  a  conclusive  evidence  of  a  determined  predilection  to  a  foreign 
connection;  and  it  would  show  the  United  States  the  absolute  necessity 
of  combining  their  ellbrts  to  subvert  an  independence  so  hostile  to  their 
safety.     If  tliey  should  find  themselves  uneiiual  to  the  undertaking,  it 
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must  operate  as  a  new  inducement  to  the  several  Slates  to  strengthen 
the  Union. 

In  every  light,  therefore,  the  measure  on  national  ground  appears  advi- 
sable; but  it  still  remains  to  inquire  what  will  be  our  duty  in  respect  to 
the  citizens  of  this  Stiite  who  are  owners  of  land  in  Vermont.  Ilow  far 
shall  we  violate  their  rights,  and  how  far  are  we  bound  to  make  them 
recompense?  The  claim  to  a  compensation  is  the  thing  which  has  been 
with  most  propriety  urged  by  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners.  Let  us, 
however,  examine  its  nature  and  foundation.  But  before  1  enter  into 
this  examination,  I  shall  repeat  an  observation  whicb  I  made  on  a  former 
occasion.  Whatever  obligations  there  may  be  on  tbc  part  of  the  State 
cannot  be  increased  by  acceding  to  the  measure  proposed.  If  Vermont 
is  not  irretrievably  lost  to  this  State,  the  duty  of  protection  which  it  owes 
to  individuals  obliges  it  to  employ  the  common  strength  to  reinstate 
them  in  tlieir  rights.  If  it  is  irretrievably  lost,  no  rights  capable  of  being 
rendered  effective  will  be  sacrificed;  of  course,  no  obligation  to  make  a 
recompense  will  exist.  But  the  truth  is,  the  present  bill,  so  far  from 
surrendering  the  rights  of  individuals,  puts  things  in  the  only  train  in 
which  they  will  ever  have  an  opportunity  of  giving  them  validity.  The 
third  clause  of  the  ninth  Article  of  the  Confederation  expressly  declares 
that  all  controversies  about  the  right  of  soil  between  the  citizens  of  dif- 
ferent States  shall  be  decided  by  a  fedcml  court.  The  counsel  for  the 
petitioners  tells  us  that  his  clients  doubt  the  operation  of  this  clause,  but 
as  he  gives  us  no  reason  for  the  doubt,  I  shall  only  say  that  the  tei-ms  of 
it  appear  to  me  clear  and  explicit.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  petitioners 
would  be  entitled  to  a  federal  court;  and  though  that  court  would  not 
decide  in  such  a  question  like  the  tribunals  of  New  York,  but  upon  gen- 
eral principles  of  natural  and  political  right,  I  should  confidently  expect 
that  all  equitable  claims  of  our  citizens  would  have  their  ftill  effect.  It 
is,  however,  further  observed  on  this  head,  that  the  expense  of  such  court 
would  exceed  the  abilities  of  individuals,  and  could  only  be  comnassed  b}- 
the  resources  of  sovereign  States.  If  this  suggestion  should  be  a<lmittod  to 
be  tnie,  [though  I  think  the  expense  is  greatljr  overrated,]  yet  surely  it 
would  be  more  reasonable  to  ask  the  State  for  its  assistance  in  procuring 
a  federal  court  to  obtain  justice  to  the  petitioners,  than  to  ask  it  to  under- 
take a  ruinous  war  for  that  purpose.  The  difference  in  expense  would 
not  bear  a  comparison.  Indeed,  the  first  would  be  a  trifling  object  to  the 
State,  while  the  last  would  exceed  its  abilities,  and  perhaps  end  in  its  dis- 
grace. But  if  the  bill  even  contained  no  provision  for  obtaining  justice  to 
the  petitioners,  I  should  hold  that  the  State  would  not  be  under  a  strict  ob- 
ligation to  recompense  them  for  their  losses.  The  distinction  I  would  lay 
down  upon  the  subject  is  this:  K  a  government  voluntarilv  bargains 
away  the  rights,  or  disposes  of  the  property  of  its  citizens,  in  their  enjoy- 
ment, possession  or  power,  it  is  bound  to  make  compensation  for  the 
thing  of  which  it  has  deprived  them;  but  if  they  arc  actually  dispos- 
sessed of  those  rights,  or  tliat  property,  by  the  casualties  of  war,  or  a  rev- 
olution, tlie  State,  if  the  public  good  requires  it,  may  abandon  them  to 
the  loss  without  being  obliged  to  make  reparation.  The  author  quoted 
by  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners  has  in  view  the  case  of  a  voluntary  dis- 
position of  the  property  of  citizens  in  the  power  of  the  State;  and  his 
<loc trine  is  unquestionably  just,  but  it  does  not  apply  to  the  case  of  an 
actual  dispossession  by  an3f  of  those  events  in  which  nations  have  no 
choice.  In  wars  between  States,  the  sovereign  is  never  supposed  to  l>e 
bound  to  make  good  the  losses  which  the  subject  sustains  by  the  cap- 
tures or  ravages  of  the  enemy,  though  they  should  amount  to  the 
destruction  of  his  whole  property;  and  yet  nothing  can  be  more  agreea- 
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ble  to  natural  equity  than  that  those  who  happen  to  be  the  unlucky 
victims  of  the  war  should  be  indemnified  by  the  community.  But,  in 
practice,  such  a  principle  would  be  found  attended  with  endless  difficul- 
ties and  inconveniences,  and  therefore  the  reverse  of  it  has  l)een  a<lopted 
as  a  general  rule.  The  individual  sufferer,  however,  might  with  great 
color  of  justice  say  to  the  government.  Why  did  you  make  peace  without 
stipulating  a  reparation  for  the  damage  done  to  your  citizens?  If  it  was 
necessary  for  the  public  good  to  sacrifice  my  interests,  I  have  a  right  to 
a  public  compensation  for  my  losses.  Though  this  case  may,  upon  a  su- 
perficial view,  appear  dissimilar  to  the  one  under  consideration,  yet  the 
principle,  upon  examination,  will  be  found  as  applicable  to  the  one  as  to 
the  other.  The  tnie  reason  is,  that  the  resources  of  nations  are  not  ade- 
quate to  the  reparation  of  such  extensive  losses  as  tliose  which  are  com- 
monly occasioned  by  wai*s  and  revolutions;  and  it  would  therefore  be 
conti*ary  to  the  general  good  of  society  to  establish  a  rule  that  there  is  a 
strict  obligation  to  repay  such  losses.  It  is  better  that  there  should  be 
individual  sufferers  than  to  admit  a  rule  which  would  fetter  tlie  opera- 
tions of  government  and  distress  the  affairs  of  the  community.  Generos- 
ity and  policy  may,  in  i)articular  instances,  dictate  such  compensations. 
Sometimes  they  have  been  ma<le  by  nations,  but  much  oftener  omitted. 
The  propriety  of  doing  the  one  or  the  other  must  depend  on  circum- 
stances In  which  the  ability  of  the  public  will  always  be  a  primary' 
consideration.* 

I  think,  sir,  I  have  by  this  time  gone  tlyough  all  the  arguments  tliat 
have  been  brought  against  the  bill,  and  I  hope  satisfactorilv  refuted  them. 
I  shall  say  a  little  in  answer  to  the  observations  di'awn  from  the  exam- 

Sles  of  Roman  magnanimity.  Neither  the  manners  nor  the  genius  of 
!.ome  are  suited  to  the  republic  or  to  the  age  we  live  in.  All  her  max- 
ims and  habits  were  military;  her  government  was  constituted  for  war. 
Ours  is  unfit  for  it;  and  our  situation  still  less  than  our  conatitution, 
invites  us  to  emulate  the  conduct  of  Rome,  or  to  attempt  a  display  of 
unprofitable  heroism. 

One  more  observation  will  conclude  what  I  have  to  say.  The  present 
situation  of  our  national  aftairs  appears  to  me  peculiarly  critical.  I  know 
not  what  may  be  the  result  of  the  disonlered  state  of  our  government.  I 
am,  therefore,  the  more  solicitous  to  guard  against  dan<jer  from  abroad. 
Gentlemen  who  view  our  public  aftairs  in  the  same  liglit  in  which  they 
present  themselves  to  my  mind,  will,  I  trust,  vote  with  me  ui)on  the 
present  occasion.  Those,  on  the  contrary,  who  think  all  is  well  —  who 
suppose  our  (Tovernment  is  full  of  energy,  ovir  credit  high,  and  trade  and 
finances  flourishing  —  will  probably  see  no  room  for  any  anxiety  about 
the  matter,  and  may  be  disposed  to  leave  Vermont  in  its  present  state. 
If  the  bill  should  fail,  I  hope  they  will  never  have  occasion  to  regret  the 
opportunity  they  have  lost. 

As  to  the  petitioners,  I  shall  only  say,  that  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  purity  or  the  motives  with  which  they  are  actuated.  With  many  of 
them  1  am  too  well  acquainted  to  permit  me  to  entertain  any  unfavora- 
ble impression  of  their  conduct;  but  however  their  opinion  of  their  own 
rights  or  interest*  may  have  misled  them  in  estimating  the  merits  of  the 
question  before  the  committee,  I  trust  we  shall  be  cautious  how  we  suf- 
fer our  judgment  of  a  national  question  to  be  biassed  or  misguided  by 
the  speciousness  of  the  arguments,  or  appearances  on  which  their  oi>ik>- 
sition  is  supported.* 

*  Mr.  Hamilton,  when  Secretary  of  the  Treasurj',  applied  these  princi- 
ples to  claims  of  Uie  character  indicated,  of  course  disallowing  them. 
« Hamilton's  TTorAr^,  Vol.  n,  375-390. 
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Feb.  23,  the  bill  passed  in  committee  by  a  majority  of  ten ;'  and 
on  the  11th  of  April  it  finally  passed  the  assembly,  twenty-seven  to 
nineteen.'  "  The  question  was  taken  at  the  end  of  the  [foregoing] 
speech,  and  the  bill  passed"^ — a  statement  which  probably  referred 
to  the  passage  in  committee.     The  bill  failed  in  the  senate. 

Free  trade  with  the  Provitice  of  Quebec  granted. 
April  18  Lord  Dorchester  issued  a  proclamation  conceding  free 
trade  between  the  Province  of  Quebec  and  the  neighboring  states, 
except  in  spirits,  manufactures,  furs  and  peltry ;  and  on  the  30th, 
the  governor  and  legislative  council  of  that  province  passed  "  an 
act  or  ordinance  for  the  importation  of  tobacco,  pot  and  pearl 
ashes,  into  this  province,  by  the  inland  communication  by  lake 
Champlain  and  Sorcl."  Lord  Dorchester  prefaced  the  proclama- 
tion with  a  statement  that  the  advantages  of  such  a  trade  had  been 
represented  to  him,  thus  indicating  that  these  were  the  fruits  of 
Ira  Allen's  negotiation  in  the  preceding  year.-* 

October  Session  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly^  1787. 
Oct.  11.     The  General  Assembly  met  at  Newbury,  and  on  the 
15th  the  record  shows  that  the  Qovemor  in  person  asked  and 
obtained  the  leave  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  introduce  a 
bill  : 

Bill  introduced  by  the  Governor. 

In  Assembly  :  Oct.  15.  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  be- 
half of  t^e  members  of  Addison  County,  requested  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  dividing  the  county  of  Addison  into  two  distinct  coun- 
ties. The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  on  the  question,  they  are 
as  follows,  viz :  [names  omitted  ;  yeas  43,  nays  32.]  So  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative ;  and  agreeable  to  leave,  his  Excellency  brought 
in  a  bill  entitled  "  an  act  for  dividing  the  county  of  Addison, 
forming  a  new  county  and  ascertaining  the  times  and  places  of 
holding  courts  in  Addison  and  Chittenden  counties." 

This  unusual  course  was  perhaps  taken  to  intimate  the  gover- 

»  Vermont  Gazette,  April  16, 1787.    *  Early  History,  442,  443. 

^History  of  the  Hepuhlic,  cfcc,  230-235,  where  Hamilton's  age  is  stated 
to  have  been  thirty,  and  this  argument  as  "  among  the  most  able  frag- 
ments of  his  eloquence  which  have  been  preserved." 

'  Vermont  Gazette,  June  18  and  25, 1787. 
69 
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nor's  wish  in  a  matter  which  was  cminentlj  personal.    The  pro- 
posed new  county  embraced  his  home  and  was  to  bear  his  name.' 

Proclamation  for  obedience  to  the  Laws. 
Oct.  20.  Resolved^  That  this  House  request  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  to  issue  his  Proclamation,  calling  upon  all  the  Good 
People  of  this  State  to  render  their  Strict  Obedience  to  the  Laws 
thereof,  and  that  all  executive  and  informing  officers  be  vigilant 
in  executing  the  said  Laws  ;  and  that  the  same  be  Transmitted  to 
the  Clerks  of  the  Churches,  to  be  read  after  Divine  Service  on 
the  next  thanksgiving  Day  ;  and  where  there  is  no  Ministers,  to 
the  Town  Clerks.' 

Widow  and  Heirs  of  Seth  Warner. 

Oct.  20.  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Hester  Warner  reported :  "  That  the  stating  of  the  petition,  is 
true,  and  that  there  be  granted  to  the  petitioner  and  the  legal  heirs 
of  CoP.  Seth  Warner,  2000  acres  of  land  without  fee  for  granting 
the  same  ;''  which  was  read  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  there  be  and  hereby  is  granted  unto  Hester 
Warner,  widow  of  CoP.  Seth  Warner,  deceased,  two  thousand 
acres  of  land  in  the  northerly  part  of  this  State,  at  the  expense  of 
the  State  ;  that  the  Governor  and  Council  be  requested,  on  receiv- 
ing a  return  of  such  survey,  to  grant  a  charter  of  such  land  to 
the  said  Hester  and  heirs  of  the  deceased  without  fee  or  reward.' 

State  Finances. — Accounts  of  Ira  Allen  as  State  Treasurer. 

Oct.  20.  The  Auditors  of  Public  Accoimts  reported  the  follow- 
ing "  Stating  of  the  late  Treasurer's  accounts  so  far  as  they  have 
been  able  to  compleat  a  settlement."  The  report  embraced  Ira 
Allen's  accounts — it  is  supposed  for  the  entire  term  of  his  office, 
1778  to  1786,  though  no  dates  are  stated  in  the  report ;  but  the 
account  of  Treasurer  Mattocks  [recorded  Mattucks]  was  not  set- 
tled on  account  of  his  sickness.  The  following  is  the  tabular 
statement : 
State  of  Vermont,  in  account  with  Ira  Allen,  Esq.,  Treas%irer. 

Dr.  Continental  Money. 

To  cash  paid  on  Pay-Table  orders,  &c.,  vouchers  produced,  €138025    4  4 

To  do.  paid  Commissioners,  &c.,  &c.,  as  per  receipts 5746G  16  5 

To  cash  in  the  Treasury 12-52  12  0 

£m7344  12    9 


'  Ms.  Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  m,  179.    ^Same,  204. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


February  Session  of  General  Assembly^  1787.  467 

Lawful  Money. 
To  cash  paid  on  Pay-Table  orders,  &c.,  vouchers  produced,  Jei02293  16    7 

To  cash  paid  Commissioners,  &c.,  as  per  receipts 14029    1    9 

To  State  Notes  in  the  Treasury 14277    3  11 


jei30590    2  8 
Hard  Money. 

To  cash  paid  on  Pay-Table  orders,  &c.,  vouchers  produced,     Je7773    7  2 

To  hard  money  orders  in  the  Treasury 4345    5  6 

To  cjish  p'd  Surveyor  General,  &c.,  per  receipts 279    1  6 

To  cash  pVl  Int.  on  State  notes 1211  16  1 

jei3609  10  3 


Cr.  Continental  Money. 

By  cash  received  of  Commissioners,  &c.,  per  books Jei90433    G  4 

By  ballance  due  to  Colo.  Allen 6911    0  5 

£197344  12  9 
Lawful  Money. 

By  cash  received  of  Land  Committee,  &c.,  per  books je66815  13  8 

By  State  notes  issued 24750    8  7 

By  ca-sh  received  on  the  several  taxes 38536  17  11 

By  biUlance  due  to  Colo.  iVllen 487    2  1 


jei30590  2  3 
Hard  Money. 

By  cjiah  received  on  hard  money  taxes je7411  2  7 

By  hard  money  orders  issued 6198  7  8 


£13609  10    3 


The  Auditors  also  reported  and  certified  : 

That  we  have  compare<l  all  the  checks  that  we  have  obtained  from  the 
late  Auditor  and  othei-s  against  him  [the  Treasurer],  and  find  that  he  has 
credited  the  State  in  every  particular  agreeable  to  the  several  checks 
comj)ared. 

We^also  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  stating  of  the  several  taxes 
granted  up  to  the  25th  of  April,  1787,  except  the  taxes  granted  last 
October. 

Amount  of  all  the  Lawful  money  taxes je46369  18  10 

Amt.  of  money  received  of  Colo.  Allen,  Treas.,  on  the 

aforesaid  taxes i;38536  17  11 

Amt.  of  collection  fees,  abatements  and  com- 
missions, certificates,  «&c 6008    7    3 

44545    5    2 


Leaving  due  on  the  lawful  money  taxes £1824  13    8 

Amount  of  hard  money  taxes £9236    5    9 

Amt.  of  money  received  on  said  taxes £7411    2    7 

Amt.  of  collection  fees  and  abatements. . . .         475  19  10 

7887    2    5 


Leaving  due  on  the  hard  money  taxes JS1349    3    4 
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We  also  beg  leave  to  report  the  amount  of  State  notes  and  hard  money 
orders  issued  up  to  the  25th  of  April,  1787  ;  also  the  amount  in  the 
Treasury  and  the  amount  in  circulation  up  to  said  day. 

Amount  of  State  notes  issued £24750    8    7 

Notes  in  the  Treasury 14277    3  11 

Leave  in  circulation £10473    4    8 

Amount  of  Hard  money  orders  issued £6198    7    8 

Orders  in  the  Treasury 4345    5    6 

Leave  hard  money  orders  in  circulation * £1853    2    2 

"We  also  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honors  tliat  we  have  eompleated  a 
settlement  with  John  Fassett,  !Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Sales,  and  find  that 
he  has  Treasurer's  receipts  to  balance  his  accounts.  And  we  would  also 
inform  your  Honors  that  the  Commissary-Creneral  has  not  eompleated  a 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  and  that  he  has  on  hand  a  large  sum  of  money 
that  he  has  collected  on  provision  taxes,  which  he  has  neglected  to  pay 
into  the  Treasury. 

John  Strong,  ) 

Samuel  Mattocks,  >  Auditors. 
RosL.  Hopkins,        ) 
Newbury,  October  19, 1787. 

Although  the  accounts  of  Treasurer  Mattocks  were  not  settled, 
the  Auditors  examined  them  to  date,  and  reported  due  ou  lawful 
money  taxes  £2408-9-11 ;  State  notes  in  circulation,  X9627-2-8  ; 
leaving  in  circulation  when  the  taxes  were  paid,  about  <£4718- 
12-9.  Due  on  hard  money  taxes  £1322-9-6  ;  hard  money  orders 
in  circulation  £1527 — 19-18,  which,  when  the  hard  money  taxes 
were  paid,  would  leave  in  circulation  £205-10-2.' 
Encouragemevi  to  Sheep-raising  and  the  manufacturing  of  Linen, 

The  fifth  section  of  an  act  directing  listers  in  their  office  and 
duty,  passed  Oct.  26, 1787,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  listers  to  de- 
duct from  each  person's  list  two  shillings  for  every  pound  of  wool 
raised  during  the  year,  and  one  shilling  for  every  yard  of  linen  or 
tow  cloth  made ' 

New  Influences  on  the  Controversy  bettveen  N.  York  and  Vermont. 
By  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 

1788.     States  by  New  Hampshire,  June  21, 1788,  the  adoption 
of  that  instrument  the  consequent  change  in  the  national  gov- 

» Ms.  Assembly  Journal,  Vol.  iii,  206-208. 

*  The  same  policy  was  indicated  by  an  act  of  1789,  which  exempted  or- 
chards from  the  list  for  twelve  years,  if  forty  trees  were  planted  and  kept 
growing  on  an  acre. 
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crnment  were  assured.  Virginia  ratified  the  Constitution  on  the 
26th  of  June  following,  and  New  York  on  the  26th  of  July.  This 
great  event  had  a  powerful  influence  on  the  Vermont  question,  in 
Vermont  and  New  York  particularly,  but  also  in  the  country  at 
large.  In  July  1788  Kentucky,  with  the  consent  of  Virginia,  had 
made  application  for  admission  to  the  Union,  and  the  question 
had  been  deferred  to  the  new  U  S.  government  for  decision,  and 
it  was  assumed  that  it  would  be  promptly  attended  to.  "  One  of 
the  first  subjects  of  deliberation  with  the  new  Congress  will  be 
the  Independence  of  Kentucky,  for  which  the  Southern  States  will 
be  anxious.  The  Northern  will  be  glad  to  send  a  counterpoise  in 
Vermont."  '  At  the  same  time  the  question  was  pending  in  Con- 
gress, then  in  session  at  New  York  city,  as  to  the  place  where  the 
new  government  should  be  called.  The  decision  of  this  question 
would  at  least  be  an  intimation  as  to  the  location  of  the  future 
capital  of  the  country,  and  in  any  event  New  York  was  deeply 
interested  and  anxious  to  have  all  possible  assistance  on  that 
question.  The  South  and  West  would  be  naturally  adverse  to 
New  York,  while  Pennsylvania  was  for  its  own  great  city,  Phila- 
delphia. Thus  New  York  depended  on  the  North  and  East,  and 
in  the  North  was  Vermont,  whose  good  will  and  aid  would  be  val- 
uable. There  was  therefore  a  stronger  desire  than  ever  among 
leading  New  York  men, —  particularly  those  politically  opposed 
to  Vermont's  inveterate  foe.  Gov.  Clinton  —  for  a  settlement  of  the 
controversy  and  the  admission  of  Vermont  to  the  Union.'    The 


^Alexander  Hamilton  to  Nathaniel  Chipman,  post.  Mr.  Hamilton  had 
himself  made  a  report,  3(1  June,  1788,  that  "  the  District  of  Kentucke  be 
erected  into  an  Independent  State,  and  the  act  for  its  admission  into  the 
Union,''  which  was  deferred  in  consequence  of  information  that  nine 
States  had  ratified  the  Constitution. —  J,  C  HanulUyrCs  History  of  the 
liepiiblic,  Vol.  Ill,  481. 

^  Early  History^  444.  Eastern  Ferr/ioni,  557,  558.  The  Vermont  Ga- 
zette [Bennington]  of  July  7, 1788,  published  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
a  respectable  gentleman  in  New  York  t^^  another  in  Bennington,  repre- 
senting the  time  as  highly  favorable  to  the  admission  of  Vermont,  to  hal- 
ance  that  of  Kentucky^  to  which  the  Southern  members  were  favorable; 
and  the  next  number,  July  14,  1788,  contained  copies  of  the  journals  of 
Congress  of  June  2  and  3,  1788,  relating  to  Kentucky  and  favorable  to 
her  admission. 
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same  event  served  also  to  change  the  disposition  which  had  pre- 
vailed in  Vermont  since  1783,  to  remain  an  independent  state 
until  the  government  of  the  nation  had  become  settled  upon  an 
acceptable  and  reliable  basis.'  The  danger  in  Vermont  then  was 
not,  so  much  as  it  had  been,  that  the  federal  government  would 
compel  her  to  submit  to  the  jurisdiction  of  New  York,  but  that, 
if  admitted  to  the  Union  without  a  settlement  of  the  land  ques- 
tions, the  New  York  titles  would  be  confirmed  by  the  federal 
court.     Daiticl  Chipman  thus  wrote  of  this  period  : ' 

When,  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1788,  it  became  evident  that 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  would  be  adopted  by  all  the 
other  states,  and  a  national  government  established,  the  attention 
of  the  most  intelligent  men  in  the  btate  was  called  to  the  peculiar 
situation  of  V(?rmont.  To  remain  a  small  independent  state,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  British  province  of  Quebec,  was 
not  to  be  thought  of,  and  to  join  the  union,  our  controversy  with 
New  York  remaining  unsettled,  and  to  subject  our  landed  titles  to 
the  decision  of  the  federal  court,  was  considered  by  many  to  be 
extremely  hazardous.  Nathaniel  Chipman  was  always  fearful 
that,  if  the  question  should  ever  bo  brought  before  an  impartial 
tribunal  for  decision,  the  New  York  title  would  be  adjudged  the 
better  title.3  He  had,  therefore,  been  opposed  to  the  granting  of 
lands  by  this  state,  which  had  before  been  granted  by  New  York. 
Having  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  felt  extremely  anxious  to 
devise  some  means  by  which  the  controversy  with  New  York 
might  be  speedily  adjusted.  And  in  the  early  part  of  July,  a 
number  of  gentlemen,  among  whom  were  the  late  Judge  [Lewis 
R.]  Morris,  then  of  Tinmouth,  and  the  late  Judge  [Gideon]  Olin, 
of  Shaftsbury,  met  at  his  house  in  Tinmouth  to  hold  a  consultation 
on  the  sul)jcct,  and  they  took  this  view  of  it.  They  said  that 
Hamilton,  Schuyler,  Harrison,  Benson,  and  other  leading  federal- 
ists^ in  New  York  must  be  extremely  anxious  to  have  Vermont 
join  the  union,  not  only  to  add  strength  to  the  government,  but  to 
increase  the  weight  of  the  northern  and  eastern  states.     This  was, 

^  Ira  Allen  in  Vt.  Hist.  Coll.,  Vol.  i,  468;  Williams.,  Vol.  ii,  252,  and 
ante.,  336. 

^Life  of  Nathaniel  Chipman,  70,  71. 

*Thia  fear  was  reasonable  as  to  all  New  York  grants  mada  previous  to 
the  Order  of  the  King  in  Council,  July  24, 1707.  These  grants  covered 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres. —  Vt.  Hist.  Coll..,  Vol.  i, 
145-100. 

*The  word  then  only  indicated  supporters  of  the  U.  S.  constitution. 
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therefore,  the  most  favorable  time  for  settling  the  controversy  with 
New  York,  and  it  was  agreed  that  Nathaniel  Chipman  should 
write  to  Hamilton  on  the  subject.  As  the  convention  was  then 
sitting  or  about  to  convene  at  Poughkeepsie  for  the  adoption  of 
the  United  States  constitution  by  New  York,  of  which  [Alexander] 
Hamilton,  [Philip]  Schuyler,  [Richard]  Harrison,  and  [Egbert] 
Benson  were  members,  it  was  concluded  to  send  the  letter  by  ex- 
press.' The  letter  was  delivered  to  Hamilton  while  attending 
the  convention,  to  which  he  returned  an  answer  by  the  express. 

The  correspondence  thus  introduced  was  as  follows : 
Nathaniel  Chipman  to  Alexander  Hamilton.^ 

TiNMOUTH,  July  15, 1788. 

Sir: — Your  character  as  a  federalist,  although  personally  un- 
known to  you,  induces  me  to  address  you  on  a  subject  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  state  of  Vermont,  of  which  I  am  a  citizen, 
and  from  which,!  think,  may  be  derived  a  considerable  advantage 
to  the  federal  cause.  Ten  states  having  adopted  the  new  federal 
plan  of  government,  that  it  will  now  succeed  is  beyond  a  doubt. 
What  disputes  the  other  states  may  occasion,  I  know  not.  The 
people  of  this  state,  I  believe,  might  be  induced  almost  unani- 
mously to  throw  themselves  into  the  federal  scale,  could  certain 
obstacles  be  removed.  You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  situa- 
tion of  a  very  considerable  part  of  our  landed  property.  Many 
grants  were  formerly  made  by  the  government  of  New  York,  of 
lands  within  this  territory  while  under  that  jurisdiction.  On  the 
assumption  of  government  by  the  people  of  this  state,  the  same 
lands,  partly  it  is  said  for  want  of  information  respecting  the  true 
situation  of  these  grants,  and  partly  from  an  opinion  prevailing 
with  some  of  our  then  leaders,  that  the  New  York  grants  within 
this  territory  were  of  no  validity,  have  been  granted  to  others 
under  the  authority  of  this  state. 

It  is  now  generally  believed,  that,  should  we  be  received  into 
the  union,  the  New  York  grants  would,  by  the  federal  courts,  be 
preferred  to  those  of  Vermont.  The  legislature  of  this  state  have 
in  some  instances  made  a  compensation  to  the  grantees  under  New 
York  ;  and  I  am  persuaded  would  do  the  same  for  others  were  it 
in  their  power,  but  they  are  in  possession  of  no  more  lands  for 
that  purpose.  For  these  reasons,  and  I  presume  for  no  others,  the 
governor  and  several  gentlemen  deeply  interested  in  these  lands 

*  Daniel  Chipman  was  the  bearer  of  the  letter,  and  the  persons  named 
above  were  at  Hamilton's  quarters  when  it  was  delivered.  Hamilton's 
reply  was  doubtless  the  result  of  their  conference. 

^  Life  of  Nathaniel  Chipman,  by  Daniel  Chipman,  74. 
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granted  by  Vermont,  have  expressed  themselves  somewhat  bitterly 
against  the  new  federal  plan  of  government.  Indeed,  were  we  to 
1)0  admitted  into  the  union  unconditionally,  it  would  produce  much 
confusion.  Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  ask  whether  you  do  not  think 
it  probable  that  the  federal  legislature,  when  formed,  might,  on 
our  accession  to  the  union,  be  induced  on  some  terms,  to  make  a 
compensation  to  the  New  York  grantees,  out  of  their  western 
lands,  and  whether  those  grantees  might  not  be  induced  to  accept 
such  compensation  ?  Let  me  further  suggest,  whether  it  might  not 
be  favorable  for  Vermont  to  make  some  of  those  amendments, 
which  have  been  proposed  by  several  states,  the  basis  of  her  ad- 
mission ? 

Could  the  difficulties  I  have  mentioned  be  removed,  all  interests 
in  opposition  would  be  reconciled  ;  and  the  idea  of  procuring  jus- 
tice to  be  done  to  those  whom  we  had,  perhaps,  injured  by  our  too 
precipitate  measures,  and  of  l)eing  connected  with  a  government 
which  promises  to  be  efficient,  permanent  and  honorable,  would,  I 
am  persuaded,  produce  the  greatest  unanimity  on  the  subject.  If 
you  think  these  matters  worthy  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  the 
confederacy,  be  good  enough  to  write  by  my  brother,  who  will  be 
the  bearer  of  this.  Our  legislature  will  meet  in  October,  when 
these  matters  will  be  taken  up  seriously.  Several  gentlemen  of 
my  acquaintance,  who  are  men  of  influence  and  will  be  members 
of  the  legislature,  have  requested  me  to  procure  all  the  informa- 
tion in  my  power  on  this  subject.  Anything  which  you  may  sug- 
gest to  me  in  confidence  will  be  sacredly  attended  to,  of  which 
Mr.  Kelley,  who  writes  by  the  same  opportunity,  will  give  you  the 
fullest  assurance. 

I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nathaniel  Chipman. 

Mr.  ffainilt^n. 

Alexander  Hamilton  to  Nathaniel  Chipman. 

PouGHKEEPSiE,  July  22, 1788. 

Sir : —  Your  brother  delivered  me  your  letter  of  the  15th  inst. 
which  I  received  with  pleasure,  as  the  basis  of  a  correspondence 
that  may  be  productive  of  public  good. 

The  accession  of  Vermont  to  the  confederacy  is  doubtless  an 
object  of  great  importance  to  the  whole ;  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  is  the  favorable  moment  for  eflFecting  it  upon  the  best 
terms  for  all  concerned.  Besides  more  general  reasons,  there  are 
circumstances  at  the  moment  which  will  forward  a  proper  arrange- 
ment. One  of  the  first  subjects  of  deliberation  with  the  new 
congress   will  be  the  independence  of  Kentucky,  for  which  the 
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southern  states  will  be  anxious.  The  northern  will  be  glad  to 
find  a  counterpoise  in  Vermont.  These  mutual  interests  and 
inclinations  will  facilitate  a  proper  result. 

I  see  nothing  that  can  stand  in  your  way  but  the  interfering 
claims  under  grants  of  New  York.  As  to  taxation,  the  natural 
operation  of  the  new  system  will  place  you  exactly  where  you 
might  wish  to  be.  The  public  debt,  as  far  as  it  can  prudently  be 
provided  for,  will  be  by  the  western  lands,  and  the  appropriation 
of  some  general  ftmd.  There  will  be  no  distribution  of  it  to  particu- 
lar parts  of  the  community.  The  fund  will  be  sought  for  in  indirect 
taxation  ;  as,  for  a  number  of  years,  and  except  in  time  of  war, 
direct  taxes  will  be  an  impolitic  measure.  Hence,  as  you  can 
have  no  objection  to  your  proportion  of  contribution  as  consum- 
ers, you  can  fear  nothing  for  the  article  of  taxation. 

I  readly  conceive,  that  it  will  be  scarcely  practicable  for  you  to 
come  into  the  union,  unless  you  are  secured  from  the  claims  under 
New  York  grants.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  think  it  will  be 
expedient  for  you,  as  early  as  possible,  to  ratify  the  constitution, 
upon  condition  that  congress  shall  provide  for  the  extinguishment 
of  all  existing  claims  to  land  under  grants  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  which  may  interfere  with  claims  under  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont. 

You  will  do  well  to  conform  your  boundary  to  that  heretofore 
marked  out  by  congress,  otherwise  insuperable  difficulties  would 
be  likely  to  arise  with  this  state.  I  should  think  it  altogether  un- 
advisable  to  annex  any  other  condition  to  your  ratification.  For 
there  is  scarcely  any  of  the  amendments  proposed  that  will  not 
have  a  party  opposed  to  it ;  and  there  are  several  that  will  meet 
with  a  very  strong  opposition  ;  and  it  would  therefore  be  highly 
inexpedient  for  you  to  embarrass  your  main  object  by  any  collat- 
eral difficulties.  As  I  write  in  convention,  I  have  it  not  in  my 
power  to  enlarge. 

You  will  perceive  my  general  ideas  on  the  subject.  I  will  only 
add,  that  it  will  be  wise  to  lay  as  little  impediment  as  possible  in 
the  way  of  your  reception  into  the  union.  I  am,  with  much  es- 
teem, sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant,  A.  Hamilton. 

Mr,  Chipman. 

John  Kelly  (of  New  York")  to  G-ov.  Chittenden.^ 

Rutland,  State  op  Vermont,  23d  August,  1788. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency : — Three  gentlemen  of  undoubted 
veracity  and  honor,  who  have  stood  forth  for  and  publicly  distin- 
guished themselves  as  Friends  to  Vermont,  are  desirous  to  know 

'  Original  iu  possession  of  the  Vermont  Historical  Society. 
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npon  what  conditions  this  State  would  come  into  the  union,  being 
sensible  that  the  present  divided  and  truly  unfortunate  Situation 
of  public  affairs  in  some  of  the  States  would  afford  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exerting  their  influence  in  behalf  of  Vermont,  and 
thereby  render  her  such  essential  Service  as  they  could  not  at  any 
other  period  or  in  any  other  Situation  be  able  to  effect. 

The  Situation  in  which  these  Gentlemen  at  present  stand  with 
the  Public,  rendered  a  communication  on  their  part  improper.  I 
have  therefore  been  directed  to  Request  such  information  on  this 
subject,  as  will  enable  them  to  Serve  the  Interest  of  your  Excel- 
lency's State,  Relying  that  the  same  degree  of  prudence  and 
Secresy  which  has  hitherto  distinguished  the  negotiations  of  Ver- 
mont will  on  this  occasion  be  attended  to. 

Before  I  conclude,  permit  me  to  Observe,  that  I  have  suggested 
to  these  Gentlemen,  that  if  Congress  would  exonerate  Vermont 
from  the  payment  of  all  Taxes  incurred  in  consequence  of  the 
exigencies  of  the  late  War,  and  prevail  on  those  claiming  lands  in 
Vermont  under  the  New  York  Title,  wch  had  not  been  chartered 
by  New  Hampshire,  to  accept  of  a  compensation  from  Congress  in 
Wild  Land  to  the  Westward,  in  lieu  of  their  Claims,  I  believed  it 
would  meet  the  wishes  of  the  State  of  Vermont ;  to  which  Colonel 
Hamilton  (who  is  one  of  the  (Jentlemen  above  alluded  to)  Replied, 
that  he  had  no  doubt  of  being  at  present  able,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  friends,  to  obtain  such  favorable  Terms  for  the  Citizens  of 
Vermont,  as  would  effectually  secure  their  property  and  relieve 
them  from  all  Taxes  on  account  of  the  War,  if  he  could  only  be 
informed  on  what  Terms  Vermont  would  consent  to  come  into  the 
union.     The  other  Gentlemen  concurred  in  the  same  Opinion. 

If  your  excellency  should  have  any  commands  for  Doctr.  John- 
son, Colonel  Hamilton,  Mr.  Jay  [Mr.  Jay's  name  written  and 
erased]  or  Mr.  Mitchell,  I  shall  with  pleasure  deliver  the  same, 
and  bring  back  such  answers  as  I  may  receive  from  these  Gentle- 
men or  any  of  them  before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obcd't.  servt. 

John  Kelly. 

His  Hxcdlency^  Governor  Chittenden, 

William  Blodgett  to  Gov.  Chittenden.^ 

New  Haven,  [Conn.]  Sept.  10, 1788. 
Sir: — As  the  federal  constitution  is  on  the  eve  of  being 
adopted,  and  it  having  been  a  subject  of  cogitation — "  Whether 
Vermont  ought  to  make  application  prior  to  this  event  or  after, 
for  an  admission  into  the  union,"  I  have  taken  all  opportunities 
with  men  of  abilities  to  discourse  [with]  them  on  this  subject.    I 

*  Original  in  possession  of  Vermont  Historical  Society. 
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have  freely  agitated  the  subject  with  the  governor  and  delegates 
of  this  state,  and  they  seem  full  of  opinion,  that  the  two  powerful 
fears  which  we  are  apprehensive  of, — exemption  from  Taxes  prior 
to  our  recognition,  and  the  ratification  of  our  territory  under  our 
desired  claim — will  be  admitted.  In  a  litigation  with  Mr.  Edwards 
(now  gone  to  Congress)  he  said  he  would  venture  to  assure  us  of 
this  security,  and  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  have  the  matter 
agitated  in  Congress.  But  as  it  will  be  impossible  in  the  nature 
of  things  that  Congress  should  make  overtures  to  Vermont,  I  can- 
not see  the  impropriety  of  our  delegates  going  to  New  York  and 
fully  sifting  the  members  of  Congress  as  to  these  two  objects. 

From  a  general  principle  which  I  find  operating  in  the  minds 
of  most  people,  it  inclines  me  to  think  that  Congress  as  a  body 
wish  us  to  make  overtures  to  them.  They  say  we  have  neglected 
this  application  almost  beyond  the  day  of  redemption,  that  the 
eastern  states  will  co-operate  with  the  southern  from  a  principle 
that  we  pin  our  faith  upon  the  sleeve  of  Canada,  an  idea  which 
you  are  sensible  is  highly  disgusting  to  all  parties  ;  and  that  self- 
confidence  which  we  seem  to  possess  from  our  peculiar  location 
may  eventually  be  a  bane  to  our  state ;  and  that  the  energetic 
powers  of  the  new  Congress  may  very  much  alter  the  face  of  our 
standing  on  our  present  claims.  Some  have  advised  our  junction 
at  all  events,  and  think  as  to  public  debt,  should  Congress  claim 
our  proportion,  will  estimate  our  numbers  low  and  not  insist  on 
vouchers  for  all  our  expenditures,  and  that  of  course  we  can  bal- 
ance accounts,  but  this  I  conceive  is  too  great  a  risque  to  be  tam- 
pered with.  The  idea  of  our  having  been  universally  attached  to 
the  cause  of  the  United  States,  and  having  been  considered  as  a 
great  Barrier  in  the  late  war,  operates  much  in  our  favor. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  this  information  to  your 
Excellency,  and  shall  all  other  which  may  concern  the  people  of 
Vermont.  I  am  new  on  the  business  of  getting  my  map  engraved, 
and  expect  it  will  be  finished  by  the  middle  of  November.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  obt.  servt,      Wm.  Blodgett. 

His  Excellency  J  Gov,  Chittenden, 

Wm.  Samuel  Johnson  to  Gov.  Chittenden,^ 

New  York,  October  3d,  1788. 
Sir: — I  am  happy  to  find  by  Mr.  Kelly  on  his  return  from  Ver- 
mont, that  your  Excellency  and  Council,  as  well  as  all  other  influ- 
ential characters  with  whom  he  conversed,  arc  well  disposed  tow- 
ards the  new  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  would,  he  thinks, 
wish  to  come  into  the  confederacy  on  terms  which  you  conceive  to 


^Original  in  possession  of  Yerittont  llistorical  Society. 
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be  proper.  This  being  the  case,  I  cannot  but  take  the  liberty  to 
suggest  to  you,  that  it  really  appears  to  me  that  this  is  the  favoi-a- 
ble  moment  for  effecting  it  upon  the  most  advantageous  terms  for 
all  concerned.  Besides  more  general  reasons,  there  are  circum- 
stances of  the  moment  which  will  forward  the  business  exti-emely. 

One  of  the  first  objects  of  deliberation  with  the  new  Congress 
will  probably  be  the  independence  of  Kentucky,  for  which  the 
southern  states  will  be  anxious.  The  northern  will  therefore  l)e 
glad  to  find  a  counterpoise  in  Vermont.  1  could  mention  many 
other  circumstances  if  it  were  necessary,  but  I  apprehend  it  will 
be  sufiBcient  to  say,  that  I  am  well  assured  that  the  mutual  inter- 
ests and  inclinations  of  the  states  will  at  this  juncture  particularly 
facilitate  a  proper  result.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I  think  it 
will  be  highly  expedient  for  you  as  early  as  possible  to  call  a  con- 
vention to  ratify  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Kelly  has  mentioned  to  me  that  you  ai'e  anxious  to  have 
your  west  boundary  defined  as  you  now  [>ossess  it,  and  he  fully 
explained  your  reasons  therefor,  which  arc  cogent.  I  am  also 
well  aware  of  all  the  other  objects  you  have  in  view,  but  conceive 
you  need  not  be  uneasy  about  particular  cir(;umstances,  as  I  believe 
full  and  ample  justice  may  now  be  rendered  you. 

I  therefore  apprehend  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  encumber 
the  assent  of  the  people  to  the  constitution  with  particular  limita- 
tions and  restrictions,  but  let  it  be  in  general  terms,  and  then  to 
authorize  such  gentlemen  as  the  state  can  place  an  entire  confi- 
dence in,  to  negociate  the  particular  terms  of  admission. 

As  I  am  obliged  to  leave  town  immediately,  I  have  it  not  in  my 
power  to  enlarge  ;  you  will  perceive  my  general  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  will  only  add  that  it  will  be  wise  to  lay  as  few  impedi- 
ments as  possible  in  the  way  of  your  reception  into  the  union,  and 
beg  you  will  remember  that  this  is  the  favorable  moment  for  you, 
and  such  another  will  in  all  probability  never  again  offer. 

I  was  extremely  unhappy  that  I  could  not,  when  lately  in  Ver- 
mont, have  an  opportunity  to  pay  you  my  personal  respects,  and  to 
assure  you  of  the  great  affection  and  esteem  with  which  I  am 
always  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Wm.  Saml.  Johnson. 

Alexander  Hamilton  to  Nathaniel  Chipman. 

[Late  in  September  or  early  in  October,  1788.]' 
Sir: — Your  favor  of  the  sixth  of  September  has  been  duly 
handed  to  me,  and  I  receive  great  pleasure  from  the  hopes  you 
appear  to  entertain  of  a  favorable  turn  of  affairs  in  Vermont  in 

*  /.  C.  Hamilton's  Hist  of  the  Bepuhlic^  633. 
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regard  to  the  new  government.  It  is  certainly  an  olyect  of  mu- 
tual importance  to  yourselves  and  to  the  union,  and  well  deserves 
the  best  endeavors  of  every  discerning  and  good  man. 

I  observe  with  satisfaction  your  opinion  that  Vermont  will  not 
make  a  point  of  introducing  amendments,  (I  mean  as  a  condition 
of  their  accession.)  That  ground  would  be  the  most  hazardous 
which  she  could  venture  upon,  as  it  is  very  probable  that  such 
amendments  as  might  be  popular,  with  you,  would  be  deemed 
inadmissible  by  the  friends  of  the  system,  who  will  doubtless  be 
the  most  influential  persons  in  the  national  councils,  and  who 
would  rather  submit  to  the  inconvenience  of  your  being  out  of  the 
union  till  circumstances  should  alter,  than  consent  to  anything 
that  might  impair  the  energy  of  the  government. 

The  article  of  taxation  is,  above  all,  the  most  delicate  thing  to 
meddle  with,  for  a  plenary  power  in  that  respect  must  be  consid- 
ered as  the  vital  principle  of  government ;  no  abridgment  or  con- 
stitutional suspension  of  that  power  can  ever,  upon  mature  consid- 
eration, be  countenanced  by  the  intelligent  friends  of  an  effective 
national  government.  You  must,  as  I  remarked  in  my  former 
letter,  rely  upon  the  natural  course  of  things,  which,  I  am  satis- 
fied, will  exempt  you,  in  ordinary  times,  from  direct  taxation,  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  exercising  it  in  so  extensive  a  country, 
so  peculiarly  situated,  with  advantage  to  the  revenue,  or  satisfac- 
tion to  the  people.  Though  this  difficulty  will  be  gradually  dimin- 
ished, from  various  causes,  a  considerable  time  must  first  elapse ; 
and,  in  the  interim,  you  will  have  nothing  to  apprehend  on  this 
score. 

As  far  as  indirect  taxation  is  concerned,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
exempt  you  from  sharing  in  the  burthen,  nor  can  it  be  desired  by 
your  citizens.  I  repeat  these  ideas  to  impress  you  the  more 
strongly  with  my  sense  of  the  danger  of  touching  this  cord,  and 
of  the  impolicy  of  perplexing  the  main  object  witli  any  such  col- 
lateral experiments  ;  while  I  am  glad  to  perceive  that  you  do  not 
think  that  your  people  will  be  tenacious  on  the  point. 

It  will  be  useless  for  you  to  have  any  view  in  your  act  to  the 
present  congress ;  they  can,  of  course,  do  nothing  in  the  matter. 
All  you  will  have  to  do  will  be  to  pass  an  act  of  accession  to  the 
new  constitution,  on  the  conditions  upon  which  you  mean  to  rely. 
It  will  then  be  for  the  new  government,  when  met,  to  declare 
whether  you  can  be  received  on  your  terms  or  not. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  the  affair  of  the  boundary  is  likely  to 
create  some  embarrassment.  Men's  minds  everywhere  out  of  your 
state,  are  made  up  upon,  and  reconciled  to  that  which  has  been 
delineated  by  congress.  Any  departure  from  it  must  beget  new 
discussions,  in  which  all  the  passions  will  have  their  usual  scope, 
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and  may  occasion  greater  impediments  than  the  real  im{>ortance 
of  the  thing  would  justify.  If,  however,  the  further  claim  you 
state,  cannot  be  gotten  over,  with  you,  I  would  still  wish  to  sec 
the  experiment  made,  though  with  this  clog ;  because  I  have  it 
very  much  at  heart  that  you  should  become  a  member  of  the  con- 
federacy. It  is,  however,  not  to  be  inferred  that  the  same  dispo- 
sition will  actuate  every  body.  In  this  state  the  pride  of  certain 
individuals  has  too  long  triumphed  over  the  public  interest,  and  in, 
several  of  the  soutlicrn  states  a  jealousy  of  northern  influence 
will  })revent  any  great  zeal  for  increasing  in  the  national  couacils 
the  number  of  northern  voters.  1  mention  those  circumstances, 
(though  I  dare  say  they  will  have  occurred  to  you,)  to  show  you 
the  necessity  of  moderation  and  caution  on  your  part,  and  the 
error  of  any  sanguine  calculation  for  a  disposition  to  receive  you 
at  any  rate.  A  supposition  of  this  nature  might  lead  to  fatal  mis- 
takes. In  the  event  of  an  extension  of  your  boundary  by  another 
congressional  will,  would  it  be  impracticable  for  you  to  have  com- 
missioners appointed  to  ac^just  any  diflerence  which  might  arise  ? 
I  presume  the  principal  object  with  you  in  the  extension  of  your 
boundary,  would  be  to  cover  some  private  interests.  This  might 
be  matter  of  negotiation.  There  is  one  thing  which  I  think  it 
proper  to  mention  to  you,  about  which  I  have  some  dijubts,  that  is, 
whether  a  legidatlve  accession  would  be  deemed  valid.  It  is  the 
policy  of  the  system  to  lay  its  foundation  on  the  immediate  con- 
sent of  the  people.  You  will  best  judge  how  far  it  is  safe  or 
practicable  to  have  recourse  to  a  convention.  Whatever  you  do, 
no  time  ought  to  be  lost.  The  present  moment  is  undoubtedly 
critically  favomble.  Let  it  by  all  means  be  improved. 
I  remain,  with  esteem,  sir. 

Your  obed't  and  humble  serv't, 

A.  Hamilton.* 

^Life  of  Nathaniel  Chipman^  78;  Hist,  of  the  Bepublic^  Vol.  ill,  531-i>3o. 
Daniel  Chipman  added  to  this  correspondence  the  remark,  that  "*  in  the 
winter  following,  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Chipman  had  an  interview  at 
Albany,  when  they  took  a  view  of  the  subject  somewhat  different  from 
their  views  which  ai)pear  in  the  foregoing  correspondence,  and  agreed  on 
a  mode  of  settling  the  controversy ^  which  was  afterwards  adopted  by  the  two 
States.''' — Life  of  N.  Chipman^  81.  Alexander  Hamilton  was  clearly  the 
master-spirit  in  New  York  who  brought  about  the  settlement  of  the 
question  in  favor  of  Vermont.  There  was  one  bond  of  personal  sympa- 
thy between  the  leading  Vermontcrs  and  Hamilton,  and  that  was  dislike 
to  Gov.  Clinton,  of  whose  opposition  to  the  U.  S.  constitution  Hamilton 
said,  he  '^  wishes  to  establish  Clintonism  on  the  basis  of  Antifeder- 
ALISM.''— Ifisf.  of  the  Republic^  Vol.  in,  507. 
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Oct.  9.  The  General  Assembly  met  at  Manchester,  and  on  the 
13th  the  House  adopted  the  following  novel  resolution  for  the 
orderly  dispatch  of  business  : 

Legislative  Monitors  appointed. 

Resolved^  that  two  persons  be  appointed  Monitors,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  see  that  the  rules  of  the  House  are  observed  ;  and  it 
shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  first  chosen  to  serve  as  Speaker  in 
the  absence  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  Members  chosen,  Ste- 
phen R.  Bradley  and  Luke  Knowlton,  Esquires.' 

Agents  to  Congress  appointed  and  instructed. 

Oct.  22.  In  Grand  Committee  of  both  Houses :  Moses  Robin- 
son, Ira  Allen,  and  Jonathan  Arnold  were  elected  Agents  to  Con- 
gress.' 

In  General  Assembly:  Oct.  25.  Resolved^  that  it  be  the 
duty  of  the  Agents  to  Congress  to  use  all  due  diligence  to  remove 
every  obstacle  to  the  mission  [or  admission,  the  word  is  doubtful] 
of  this  State  to  the  Federal  government.^ 

Q-ov.  Chittenden  and  Ira  Allen  arraigned. 

At  this  session  occurred  an  exciting  legislative  episode,  which 
would  make  an  interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of  personal  or 
party  contests  in  Vermont,  but  a  full  account  cannot  be  given  in 
this  paper  except  to  the  exclusion  of  matter  more  pertinent  to  its 
design.  Gov.  Chittenden  was  arraigned  and  severely  censured 
by  the  Assembly,  for  issuing  to  Ira  Allen,  privately  and  irre^'^ularly, 
a  charter  for  a  town  then  called  "  Woodbridge."  The  Council 
non-concurred  and  proposed  that  Allen  should  cancel  the  charter. 
To  this  the  Assembly  consented,  but  directed  the  clerk  to  enter  its 
censorious  action  on  the  journal,  thus  securing  publication.  This 
sufficiently  indicates  the  animus  of  the  proceeding.  In  fact  Allen 
was  equitably  entitled  to  the  township  ;  and  Chittenden  gave  the 
charter  to  protect  Allen  from  injustice  by  the  Assembly,  taking  a 
l>ond  ample  for  indemnity.  It  was  another  instance  of  Chitten- 
den's ''  strong  sense  of  equity"  overcoming  "  the  technical  niceties 


*M8.  Assembly  Journal,  VoL  in,  267.    *  Council  Journal,  Vol.  n,  427. 
'Ms.  Assembly  Journal,  VoL  in,  307. 
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of  the  law."  In  this  case  he  was  as  thoroughly  honest  in  inten- 
tion as  he  was  daring  in  deed.  This  assault  effected  Chittenden's 
defeat  at  the  next  election,  1789 ;  but  when  the  afifair  became  fully 
known,  in  1790,  public  confidence  was  fully  restored  to  the  gov- 
ernor, and  it  was  continued  by  successive  annual  elections  until 
his  death  in  1797.' 

Ira  Allen  excused^  as  Agent  to  Congress. 

Oct.  24.     On  motion  of  Dr.  [Lemuel]  Chipman, 

Resolved^  That  Col**.  Ira  Allen  be  and  he  is  hereby  excused 
from  the  business  of  the  agency  to  which  he  was  appointed  in 
Grand  Committee  on  Wednesday  last. 

Eesolvedy  That  his  Excellency  and  Council  be  requested  to 
join  in  Grand  Committee  to  choose  an  agent  to  Congress  in  the 
room  of  Col**.  Ira  Allen,  who  has  been  excused  from  serving  by  a 
vote  of  thig  House. 

In  Grand  Committee,  Isaac  Tichenor  was  elected  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy thus  created.' 

Memorial  of  John  Jay  and  others  to  the  New  York  Legislature ^  in 

favor  of  Vermont.^ 

To  the  Hon.  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

j         the  Memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  said 

state.  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  and  (as  they  have 

reason  to  Injlieve)  of  their  fellow  citizens  in  general,  the  present 

situation  of  the  district  called  Vermont,  and  the  peculiar  disposi- 

*  Ms.  Assefinhly  Journal,. Yo\,  n,  543,  and  Comicil  Journal,  Yol.  ir,  239, 
240  ;  Ms.  Assembly  Journal,  Yol.  ni,  206-209,  240,  241, 290-298,  310,  311  ; 
Vermont  Gazette,  Aug.  3-24, 1789,  and  Feb.  15, 1790. 

*  Ms.  Assembly  Journal,  Yol.  m,  302.  Ira  Allen  made  no  allusion  to  this 
event  in  his  history,  and  the  editor  can  only  say  that  it  does  not  appear 
from  the  journal  that  he  formally  requested  or  privately  signified  a  de- 
sire to  be  excused.  Probably  he  did  not,  but  he  had  occasion  to  be  dis- 
pleased by  an  act  of  the  House  on  the  preceding  day.  He  had  desired  a 
copy  of  all  his  accounts  as  Treasurer.  A  rider  was  moved,  to  wit,  "  at 
the  expense  of  said  Allen.  On  the  question  for  the  amendment,  the  yeas 
and  nays  heing  called  for  by  Col.  Allen,  were  as  follows:  [yeas  63,  nays  8 
— Col.  Allen  not  voting,]  so  it  passed  in  favor  of  the  amendment." — Ms. 
Assembly  Journal,  293.  There  was  mutual  distrust  and  dissatisfaction  be- 
tween a  majority  of  the  Assembly  and  Allen  at  that  time,  owing  to  his 
many  offices  and  long  accounts  waiting  final  settlement 

*  Clinton  Papers.    Ms.  copy  of  Memorial  in  possession  of  Yt.  Hist.  Soc. 
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tion  and  circumstances  of  its  inhabitants  strongly  oppose  a  re- 
union under  the  government  of  this  state,  and  that  from  such  an 
event,  even  if  it  could  without  much  difficulty  be  eflFected,  no  im- 
portant advantages  would  result  to  New  York. 

That  these  considerations  united  with  others  of  more  general  and 
national  concern,  concur  to  render  your  memorialists  exceedingly 
desirous  to  see  proper  and  constitutional  measures  taken  for  secur- 
ing the  said  district  unto  the  American  confederacy  as  a  free  and 
independent  state. 

That  to  this  end  your  memorialists  take  the  liberty  of  suggest- 
ing to  your  .Hon.  body  the  expediency  of  appointing  commission- 
ers with  full  powers  to  treat  of  and  agree  to  the  independence  of 
that  district  on  such  terms  as  may  appear  to  them  just  and  liberal 
and  conducive  to  the  general  good. 

That  although  your  memorialists  are  interested  in  lands  in  the 
said  district,  and  in  several  instances  have  well-founded  claims  on 
the  justice  of  this  state,  yet  they  will  be  content  to  receive  justice 
in  any  manner  which  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  situation  of 
public  affairs  may  point  out  as  most  expedient. 

Your  memorialists  therefore  humbly  pray,  that  the  subject  may 
be  taken  into  consideration,  and  such  measures  thereupon  adopted 
as  may  appear  most  conducive  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  this 
state,  whether  considered  in  its  individual  capacity,  or  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union. 

And  your  memorialists  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 


John  Jay, 

John  Rogers, 

Hamilton  Young, 

Hugh  Gain, 

Robert  Troup,  Att*y  to  Char- 
lotte HicKB,  widow, 

John  KfUy, 

Thophlloct  Badie, 

Tlios.  Grt'gg,  Att*y  to  Henry 
Sailler, 

John  Mason, 

Alex'r  Robertson, 

John  Lindsay, 

John  WlUson, 

John  Shaw, 

Thos.  Stewart,  by  Ills  Att*y  John 
Shaw, 

Alex^r  I.  Hamilton, 

Wm.  Cockbum,  for  Mrs.  Mar- 
quett  LlTlngston  of  Cler- 
mont, 

•Wm.  Oockburn, 

John  Franklin, 

Sami  Osgood, 

Daniel  McCormlck, 

'Samuel  Bard, 


BeiU.  Stout, 

BenJ.  Jndah, 

Mrs.  I^lght, 

•John  Bard,  Jr., 

•John  Lawrence, 

Saml  Landon, 

Rlchnnl  N<)rwoo<l, 

•Ellas  Nixon, 

Cha«.  Nixon,  for  'John  John- 
sou,  ills  Atry,  and  for  the  Rev. 
•Thos.  Clark, 

Mariuus  Willett, 

Jacob  Leonard,  for  Mrs.  Val- 
entine, 

N^'.'     NP.K-r....,-, 

•J. MM    -   Al..  ^  L 

Jdli^i    ArtiMM, 

•C-i.  i-.ilil    W;il(.ni, 

G.  i:ir.1    \V;iMulu   ExV  of  Jacob 

Wnh...ii. 

•"^Vjii.  \V.i]|.»ri, 
R..|>rr|     ]Uv\i\, 

Jj \'  \V;H|r 

Jci^iph  HiLlhlt, 
H''!iry  ki-rijHt'ii, 
Sauil  TrrtVMMTMi, 


Jolin  Tj/'akr.t 

T)ii>s.  £:H1ei4^n, 

Aiii3  Me.VdHiii*  hf  h^r  Att'y  Rd. 

Vnrltk, 
El  i^^  Ml  til  iJriihaJii, 
MAlK?!hH  Trt'ut, 
H*'iiry    ruapniflju    fxp   himself 

It] Ml  UistrifMrWin,  Neat, Esq. 

J<.  .  ]ih  'fiulefltifj 
•(;.  rnr^l  nu^rJdfinf, 
Ft<  .(>  rLck  ]£birielMmU-r, 
"^  ui.  lUicr, 
H  tJ'ft  MiiUi^raii. 

Dai  Me  I   "S^vln^ 

Ni-i."!:!*  OniifT'-r, 
•1'.  r4[  KhTuiiJitt, 

M:iL\    I^'iT^MlAllt 

G:irr.-[    AUH. 
E'ln-Liiii'L  ItitLnlon, 

J< I  ''i7:]|]f'- 

SUnil    TL    Wl'fih, 

Pr;iiicl«  tiruuni. 


New  York,  Feb.  13, 1789. 

Feb.  2J.  The  New  York  Assembly  passed  a  bill,  on  the  yeas 
and  nays,  forty  to  eleven,  declaring  the  consent  of  the  legislature 
of  that  State  to  the  erection  of  the  district  of  Vermont  into  a 


•Those  thus  marked  were  aUowed  claims  by  the  N.  T.  Coarts.—See  Barlff  HUi.  Fl.,  510, 5U. 
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new  State  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  ;  but  it  was  de- 
feated in  the  Senate.' 

Exportation  of  Ghrdin  from  Vermont  forbidden. 

In  Council  :  March  6, 1789,  special  session.  His  Excellency 
opened  the  business  of  the  Council  by  laying  before  them  the  dis- 
tressed situation  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State  for  want  of  Grain, 
and  proposed  that  an  Imbargo  be  laid  to  prevent  the  Exportation 
of  Wheat  and  other  Bread  Com  out  of  this  State.  Having  spent 
some  time  in  debating  on  the  subject,  adjournqd.' 

On  the  7th  a  resolution  for  the  above  purpose  was  adopted,  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Fay,  Mr.  Tichcnor  and  Col.  Lyon  were  requested 
to  draw  an  ordinance  for  the  purpose ;  which  was  done,  and  the 
ordinance  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  published  in  the  two 
newspapers  of  the  State.  The  exportation  of  grain  was  prohil>- 
ited,  on  pain  of  forfeiture,  from  the  20th  of  March  to  the  18th  of 
April,  with  this  proviso  : 

Provided  nevertheless,  this  provision  shall  not  extend  to  pre- 
vent, hinder  or  molest  any  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
those  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  from  conveying  through  any . 
pai-t  of  this  State,  Wheat,  Rye,  Indian  Corn,  Barley,  meal,  or 
flour,  which  they  may  have  purchased  in  any  of  the  United 
States.3 

Act  of  New  York  to  negotiate  with  Vermont, 

On  the  6th  of  July,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Assembly  of 
New  York  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  negotiate  with 
Vermont.  On  the  8th,  the  petition  of  John  Jay  and  others,  bear- 
ing date  Feb.  13, 1789,  and  given  herein  as  of  that  date,  was  pre- 
sented ;  and  oh  the  14th  the  bill  became  a  law,  as  follows  :  ^ 


'  Early  History,  444.    Assembly  Journal  of  N.  F.,  Feb.  27, 1789. 

•  Council  Journal,  Vol.  n,  447. 

^Vennont  Gazette,  March  9,  1789.  TJie  same  number  of  the  Gazette 
contained  this  statement:  "  We  are  informed  that  his  Excellency  the 
Governor  of  this  State  has  now  on  hand  near  seven  hundred  bushels  of 
grain,  for  which  he  has  reftised  the  hard  cash,  deeming  it  his  dtHy,  in  the 
present  scarcity,  to  keep  it  by  him,  for  the  use  of  the  people  of  his  gov- 
ernment" 

*  Early  History,  445.    Laws  of  New  York,  13th  Sess.,  2. 
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An  act  appointiM  Commissioners,  with  power  to  declare  the  consent 
of  tliis  state  of  New  York,  that  a  certain  territory  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion thereof,  should  be  formed  or  erected  into  a  new  state.  Passed 
July  14, 1789. 

Be  it  ^enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  York^  represented  in  Sen- 
ate and  Assembly y  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  auth^yrity  of  the  same: 
That  Robert  Yates,  Rufus  King,  Gulian  Verplanck,  Robert  R.  Livings- 
ton, Simeon  De  Witt,  Richard  Varick  and  John  Lansing  Jr.  Esqrs.  shall 
be  and  hereby  are  appointed  Commissioners,  with  fiill  power  to  them,  or 
any  four  or  more  of  tnem,  in  their  discretion,  as  they  shall  judge  the  peace 
and  interest  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  of  this  State  in  |)articu- 
lar,  to  require  the  same,  and  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and  in  such 
manner  and  form,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  and  proper,  to  declare  the 
consent  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  that  such  district  or  territory, 
within  the  jurisdiction  and  in  the  northeastern  and  northern  parts  thereon 
as  the  said  Commissioners  shall  judge  most  convenient,  should  be  formed 
and  erected  into  a  new  State  —  and  every  act  of  any  four  or  more  of  thepe 
Commissioners  hereby  appointed,  in  the  execution  of  the  power  afore- 
said, shall  be  as  effectual  to  every  purpose  as  if  the  same  haa  been  made 
an  immediate  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State.  Provided  always^ 
and  it  is  hereby  declared^  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  is  intended  or 
shall  be  construed  to  give  any  person  (^aiming  lands  in.  suph  district  to 
be  erected  into  an  independ.ent  State,  any  right  to  any  compensation 
whatsoever  from  this  State. 

JSTew  York  Commissioners  to  Gov,  Chittenden^ 
Sir:  —  We  do  ourselves  the  honor  of  enclosing  your  Excellency  a  copy 
of  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  !New  York.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  make  such  communication  thereof  as  you  may  deem  expedi- 
ent, and  to  advise  us  of  any  measures  which  may  be  taken  on  your  part 
to  eft'ect  the  attainment  of  the  objects  it  contemplates.  Your  communi- 
cations a<ldressed  to  us  under  cover  of  Messrs.  Yates,  De  Witt  and 
Lansing,  at  Albany,  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you  will  receive  the  earliest 
attention  from  your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  and  very  hum.  servts., 

f  RoBT.  Livingston, 
RoBT.  Yates, 
John  Lansing,  jun'r., 
RuFus  King, 
Gulian  Verplanck, 
Albany,  July  16, 1789.  L  Simeon  De  Witt. 

His  Excellency^  Thomas  Chittenden^  Esquire, 

October  Session  of  the  General  Assembly,  1789. 
Oct.  8,  the  General  Assembly  met  at  the  meeting-house  in  West- 
minster.    On  the   same  day  the   votes  for  state   officers  were 
counted,  and  the  committee  reported  that  there  had  been  no  elec- 
tion of  Governor  by  the  people.' 


Signed, 


^Ms.  Vt.  State  Papers,  Vol.  xxiv,  27. 

*  No  statement  of  the  votes  cast  was  entered  on  the  journals  in  the 
early  days  of  the  government,  but  the  fact  only  of  an  election,  or  failure 
to  elect.    The  Vermo7it  Gazette  of  J^ov.  2,  1789,  contained  the  vote  in 
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In  Grand  Committee  :  Oct.  9,  1789.  The  Council  having 
joined  with  the  Assembly  in  Grand  Committee  to  choose  a  Gov- 
ernor for  the  year  ensuing  —  His  Excellency  Thomas  Chittenden, 
Esqr.,  in  the  chair,  Ros.  Hopkins,  Esqr.,  Clerk: 

The  ballots  being  taken,  sorted  and  counted  for  Governor  for 
the  year  ensuing,  the  Honorable  Moses  Robinson,  Esqr.  was 
elected  and  declared  Governor  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Besolvedj  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  [Gx)v.  Chitten- 
den] be  requested  to  inform  the  Honorable  Moses  Robinson,  Esqr. 
of  his  being  elected  Governor  of  this  State  for  the  year  ensuing, 
and  to  desire  his  attendance  to  the  business  of  his  appointment. 

Jtesolvedj  that  Capt.  David  Robinson  be  the  Messenger  from 
his  Excellency  Governor  Chittenden  to  the  Honbl.  Moses  Rob- 
inson, Esqr. 

The  Committee  then  dissolved. 

Attest,  Ros.  Hopkins,  Clerk.^ 

The  journal  does  not  notice  the  fact  that,  on  declaring  the  elec- 
tion of  Mr.  Robinson,  Gov.  Chittenden  addressed  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee.    He  did,  however,  briefly,  to  the  following  eflfect  :* 

Gentlemen  of  tlie  Council  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  hold  the  important  trust  of  your  chief  magis- 
trate a  numher  of  years  past,  in  the  whole  course  of  which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  serve  the  interest  of  the  state  to  the  best  of  my  ahilities; 
and  on  my  retiring  to  private  life,  can  assure  you,  that  I  feel  a  conscious- 
ness of  having  discharged  my  duty  with  simplicity  and  unremitted 
attention. 


detail,  to  wit:  Thomas  Chittenden  1263,  Moses  Robinson  746,  Samuel 
Safford  478,  Joseph  Marsh  94,  Ebenezer  Marvin  87,  Stephen  R.  Bradley 
76,  Jonathan  Arnold  47,  Isaac  Tichenor  35,  Gideon  Olin  32,  Paul  Spooner 
11,  Nathaniel  Niles  10,  Alexander  Harvey  8,  Noah  Smith  6,  Joseph 
Smith  6,  Job  Swift  4,  John  Strong  3,  Timothy  Brownson  and  Samuel 
Mattocks  each  2,  Jonathan  Robinson,  Jonathan  Hunt,  Daniel  Held 
[Heald],  Aaron  Barlow  and  Joseph  Wood  one  each — total  number  2865. 
Thus  it  seems  that  1433  votes  were  required  to  elect,  and  that  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden fell  short  only  170  •votes. 

^Ms.  Assembly  Journal^  Yol.  in,  315,  316;  printed  Journal  of  that  Ses- 
sion, 6. 

^Vemwnt  Gazette^  Oct.  19, 1789.  The  same  number  contains  the  toasUs 
drank  from  "  a  cheerful  bottle  "  furnished  by  order  of  Gov.  Robinson  to 
the  military,  who  escorted  him  some  distance  on  his  way  to  the  Assem- 
bly.   Among  the  fourteen  toasts  were  these: 

"A  speedy  union  with  the  United  States,  on  honorable  terms." 

"  May  tranquility  and  honor  await  governor  Chittenden  on  his  retir- 
ing from  the  chair." 
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Since  I  find  that  the  election  has  not  gone  in  ray  favor  by  the  freemen, 
and  that  you,  gentlemen,  would  prefer  some  other  person  to  fill  the  chair, 
I  can  cheerfully  resign  to  him  the  honors  of  the  office  I  have  long  since 
sustained,  and  sincerely  wish  him  a  happy  administration,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  which  my  utmost  influence  shall  be  exerted. 

I  ardently  wish  you,  gentlemen,  happiness  and  prosperity;  may  the 
blessing  of  heaven  attend  your  useftil  deliberations,  and  render  you  sub- 
servient in  all  your  public  exertions  to  the  best  good  of  your  constitu- 
ents. 

• 

In  Assembly  :  Oct.  9.  Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  five  be 
apjwinted  to  prepare  an  address  of  thanks  to  the  late  Governor 
for  his  past  services.  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Hitchcock,  Mr.  Mar- 
vin, Mr.  N.  Smith,  Mr.  I.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Paine.' 

The  committee  reported  an  address,  and  it  was  recommitted, 
reported  again,  and  laid  on  the  table.  Not  until  the  17th  was  the 
address  adopted,  and  then  it  was  by  yeas  and  nays  —  76  to  12. 
By  order  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  signed  and  communicated  it 
in  the  name  of  thq  representatives  of  the  people.  It  declared  the 
satisfaction  they  felt  in  his  administration  ;  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
many  and  good  services  he  had  rendered  "  as  the  supporter,  guar- 
dian, and  protector  of  their  civil  liberties  ;"  and  "  and  all  that  a 
noble  and  generous  mind  can  give  or  wish  to  receive,  their  grati- 
tude and  warmest  thanks.''  * 

Oct.  14.  His  Honor  the  late  Governor  came  into  the  House 
[by  request  of  the  House]  and  communicated  such  letters  and 
advices  as  he  had  received  from  abroad,  touching  our  situation 
with  the  Federal  Government  of  the  United  States.^ 

Oct.  16.  Resolved,  that  this  House  join  his  Excellency  and 
the  Council  in  Grand  Committee  on  the  business  of  appointing 
Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the 
State  of  New  York. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council  having  joined  with 
the  Assembly : 

In  Grand  Committee,  for  the  above  purpose,  his  Excellency  in 
the  chair,  Roswell  Hopkins,  Clerk  :  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  ai>- 
pointing  Commissioners  with  power  to  declare  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  of  New  York,  that  a  certain  territory 
within  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  should  be  formed  or  erected  into  a 
new  State,"  passed  July  15,  1789,  was  read.  The  question  being 
put,  Whether  this  Committee  would  recommend  to  the  Legislature 
to  appoint  Commissioners,  to  treat  with  the  Commissioners  of  the 

*Ms.  Assembly  Journal,  Yol.  in,  316;  printed  Journal,  6. 
'Printed  e/bumai,  29.    ^  Same,  20. 
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State  of  New  York  agreeable  to  said  act  ?  it  passed  in  the  affirm- 
ative.' 

A  sub-committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  draft  a  bill,  which 
was  reported  on  the  17th;  and  the  Grand  Committee  recom- 
mended its  passage,  and  immediately  thereafter  the  Assembly 
accepted  the  report.  On  the  19th  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  for  revision  and  cdncurrence,  or  proposals  of 
amendment ;  on  the  20th  amendments  were  proposed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, one  of  them  being  to  strike  out  the  proviso  to  the  act,  which 
was  rejected,  64  to  29.  Still  again,  on  the  23d,  the  Council  pro- 
posed the  same  with  other  amendments,  which  were  again  rejected 
by  the  Assembly  ;  and  afterwards,  on  the  same  day,  the  Council 
concurred  with  the  Assembly,  and  the  bill  became  a  law,  as  fol- 
lows : ' 

An  act  appoiniinij  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  therein  menUoned, 

WIIEKEAS  it  is  of  consequence  that  the  line  between  the  State  of 
Vermont  aad  the  State  of  Newyork  be  ascertained  and  established, 
and  that  certain  obstacles  to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Vermont 
into  union  with  the  United  States,  should  be  removed  :  Which  pur- 
poses to  effect, 

It  is  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  tlie  State  of  Vermont.  That 
Isaac  Tichenor/  Ste])hen  li.  Bradley,  Nathaniel  Chipman,  Elijah  Paine, 
Ira  Allen,  Stephen  Jacob,  and  Israel  Smith,  Esquires,  be,  and  hereby 
are,  appointed  Commissioners  in  behalf  of  this  State,  witli  full  power  to 
them,"  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  to  treat  with  Commissionei-s  that 
now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Newyork,  and 
who  sTiall  be  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  by  the  said  State  of  New- 
york, to  ascertain,  agree  to,  ratify,  ana  confirm,  a  jurisdictional  or  bound- 
ary line  between  the  State  of  Newvork,  and  the  State  of  Vermont :  and 
to  adjust  and  finally  determine,  all  and  every  matter  or  thing,  which  in 
any  wise  obstructs  a  union  of  this  State  with  the  United  States.     And, 

It  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  every  act  or  agreement  of  the  said 
Commissioners,  or  either  four  or  more  of  them,  made  and  entered  into 
and  with  certain  Commissioners  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  State  of  Newyork,  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  afore- 
said, shall  be  as  effectual  to  every  purpose,  as  if  the  same  had  been  an 
immediate  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  give 
the  said  Commissioners  power  to  lessen  or  abridge  the  present  juriMic- 
tion  of  this  State;  or  in  any  wise  oblige  the  inliaoitants  of  the  same,  or 
an^  other  person  or  persons  claiming  title  to  lands  heretofore  granted  by 
this  State,  or  the  late  province  of  Newhampshire,  to  relinquish  their 
claims  under  the  jurisdiction  thereof;  or  in  anj^  wise  subject  the  State 
of  Vermont  to  make  any  compensation  to  different  persons  claiming 
under  grants  made  by  the  late  provitice  and  now  State  of  Newyork,  or 

*  Printed  Journal,  27. 

» Printed  Journal,  28,  29,  30,  38,  42,  44,  45,  61. 
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lands  situate  and  being  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  same.* 

Agents  to  Congress  elected. 

In  Grand  Committee  :  Oct.  27.  Isaac  Tichenor,  Stephen  R. 
Bradley  and  Elijah  Paine  were  elected  '*  Agents  to  transact  the 
negotiation  of  this  State,  with  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  for  admission  into  the  federal  government."  ^ 

Correspondence  of  the  Commissioners  of  Vermont  and  New  York. 
[Abstracts  and  Extracts.] 
1790.         The  preceding  act  of  Vermont,  Oct.  23,  1789,  was 
February,  communicated  to  the  New  York  Commissioners  in  No- 
vember, who  replied  in  December,  inviting  a  meeting  in  New 
York  City,  which  was  accordingly  held  in  February  following, 
when  the  annexed  correspondence   occurred.     The   documents, 
from  which  this  account  was  prepared  by  Hiland  Hall,  were  fur- 
nished to  him  by  Henry  Stevens,  in  1858.    The  letters  of  the 
New  York  Commissioners  were  originals,  and  those  of  the  Ver- 
mont Commissioners   were  copies      The  extracts  are  indicated 
by  quotation  marks. 

Yerrmnt  Commissioners  to  New  York  Commissioners, 

"Nbw  York,  No.  151  Water  Street,  Feby.  9, 1790. 
To  the  IlonhU.  the  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

Oentlemen : — In  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  State  of  Vermont^  passed 
the  23d  October  1789,  which  we  had  the  honor  to  communicate  in  Nov- 
ember last,  and  in  consequence  of  your  letter  to  us  of  the  2l8t  December, 
we  have  arrived  in  this  city,  and  are  ready  to  receive  any  communications 
from  you  on  the  subject  of  our  appointment.  With  sentiments  of  esteem 
we  are  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

Isaac  Tichenor, 
Stephen  R.  Bradley, 
Natbll.  Chipman, 
^  Elijah  Paine, 

Stephen  Jacob." 


*  Pamphlet  Acts,  9.  That  this,  act  was  not  entirely  acceptable,  is  evi- 
dent fi:pm  the  following  pasquinade,  published  in  the  Yermont  Qazette, 
Jan.  25, 1790: 

At  Westminster,  lately,  the  State  of  Vermont 
After  due  consultation  determin'd  upon't, 
That  seven  good  men  were  sufficient  to  join 
With  New  York  to  determine  the  government  line, 
Remove  all  obstructions  and  point  out  the  way 
For  Vermont  in  the  Union  her  star  to  display; 
But  alas!  brother  ft-eemen,  I  fear  it  will  prove 
We  have  raised  six  or  seven  new  blocks  to  remove. 
'  Printed  Journal^  59. 
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JSFeu)  York  Commissioners  to  Vermont  Commissioners. 

•New  York,  IJp.  49  Smith  Street,  Feby.  9, 1790. 
The  New  York  Commissioners  wish  to  meet  the  Vermont  Commis- 
sioners at  the  city  tavern  at  six  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Robert  R.  Livingston, 
Robert  Yates, 
RuFus  Kjng, 
John  Lansing,  Jnr., 
Simeon  De  Witt. 

New  York  to  Vermont  Commissioners, 
Feb.  10.     Protesting  that  nothing  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
negociation  shall  be  construed  into  any  relinquishment  of  the  claims  of 
New  York,  unless  a  treaty  be  fully  completed  "by  the  admission  of  Ver- 
mont into  the  Union,"  they  propose  to  treat  on  the  following  grounds  : 

1.  "  To  consider  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Vermont  as  acting 
under  the  authority  of  an  independent  state. 

2.  "  To  treat  with  them  on  that  footing  relative  to  the  boundary  lines 
of  Vermont  and  New  York. 

3.  ''If  we  should  agree  upon  such  boundary  lines,  to  relinquish  the 
claims  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  any  territory  within  or  jurisdiction 
over  any  part  of  what  shall,  upon  such  settlement  of  the  limits,  be  con- 
sidered as  the  State  of  Vermont." 

Vermont  to  New  York  Commissioners. 

Feb.  10.    They  agree  to  the  foregf^ing, "  provided  the  vacating  of  grants 
made  by  letters  patent  under  the  late  province  of  New  York,  where  the 
same  shall  interfere  with  any  grant  or  extend  to  any  lands  granted  by  the 
State  of  Vermont,  and  the  extinguishment  of  the  claims  ol  the  patentees  , 
under  the  same,  be  also  a  subject  of  the  negociation." 

Feb.  11.  "  In  addition  to  our  communication  of  yesterday,  relative  to 
the  patents  under  the  late  province  of  New  York  interfering  with  grants 
which  have  been  made  by  the  State  of  Vermont,  we  conceive  it  our  duty, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding  or  surprise,  to  mention  that . 
such  of  the  patents  of  New  York  and  grants  of  New  Hampshire  as  inter- 
fere, or  cover  the  same  lands,  are  also  to  be  an  object  of  the  negociation." 

New  York  to  Vermont  Commissioners. 

Feb.  11.  They  submit  to  the  Vermont  commissioners  "  whether  your 
powers  authorize  you  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the  grantees  of  lands 
under  Vermont,  or  to  stipulate  a  compensation  for  an  extinguishment  of 
the  interfering  claims  of  the  grantees  under  New  York.  If  not,  we  con-  * 
ceive  that  we  are  obliged  to  confine  our  negociations  to  the  points  men- 
tioned in  the  second  and  third  propositions  which  we  have  heretofore 
laid  before  you." 

Vermont  to  New  York  Commissioners. 

Feb.  12.  They  think  their  powers  sufficient,  but  it  has  been  mutually 
agreed  that  the  present  negociation  shall  not  be  binding,  unless  it  termi- 
nates in  the  admission  of  Vermont  int©  the  Union,  and  they  propose  to 
proceed  with  the  negociation  until  they  find  obstaicles  to  a  further  pro- 
gress, if  any. 

New  York  to  Vermont  Commissioners. 

Feb.  12.  They  are  not  satisfied  with  the  powers  of  the  Vermont  Com- 
missioners to  treat  in  regard  to  compensation  for  the  relinquishment  of 
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the  New  York  land  claims,  and  propose  to  treat  only  of  the  other  two 
subjects,  viz:  the  settlement  of  the  boundary,  and  the  removal  of  objec- 
tions to  the  admission  of  Vermont  into  the  Union.  * 

Vermont  to  New  York  Commissioners. 

Peb.  12.  The  business  of  the  negociation  is  anticipated  by  the  New 
York  Commissioners,  because  until  the  matter  is  discussed  it  cannot  be 
determined  that  Vermont  should  make  compensation,  or  if  any,  in  what 
way.  "  If  in  the  course  of  the  negociation  the  powers  of  the  Commis- 
sioners on  either  part  should  be  found  insufficient  to  carry  into  effect 
such  measures  as  snail  be  mutually  thought  necessary^  just  and  reasonor 
ble.  the  negociation  must  be  at  an  end,  unless  the  respective  legislatures 
will  enlarge  those  powers." 

Nevo  York  to  Vermont  Commissioners. 

Feb.  12.  They  complain  of  the  Vermont  Commissioners  for  wishing 
to  treat  of  matters  beyond  their  powers,  viz  :  "  the  vacating  the  patents 
under  New  York,"  "  though  in  our  apprehension  you  were  not  author- 
ized to  offer  us  any  equivalent  for  this  sacrifice  had  we  been  disposed  to 
make  it.'*  They  tlierefore  ask:  "  Can  you  bind  your  State  to  make  a  ter- 
ritorial or  pecuniary  equivalent  to  the  patentees  under  New  York,  if  we  ^ 
should  take  measures  with  you  for  the  extinguishment  of  those  claims? 
If  you  cannot,  are  you  willing  to  proceed  upon  the  principles  laid  down 
in  our  first  propositions,  to  treat  of  the  two  points,  to  which  we  mutually 
agree  that  your  powers  are  competent?"  "The  rarther  progress  of  the 
negociation  must  depend  on  your  answers  to  these  questions^' 

Vermont  to  JS'ew  York  Commissioners. 

Feb.  13.  They  object  again  to  anticipating  the  negociation,  but  an- 
swer: "  Xhat  although  we  are  not  empowerea  to  treat  with  individual 
claimants  for  a  relinquishment  of  the  grants  under  which  they  claim,  or 
to  bind  the  State  we  represent  to  make  a  compensation  to  such  individual 
claimants,  yet  we  are  of  opinion  we  are  fully  authorized  by  the  law  under 
which  we  act  to  stipulate  a  compensation  to  tJie  State  of  if ew  York  for  any 
extinguishment  that  State  shall  make  of  private  claims,  if  found  to  be 
just  and  reasonable.  If  this  answer  be  satisfiu5tory,  we  think  it  necessary 
to  ask  whether  the  Conmiissioners  on  the  part  of  New  York  were  them- 
selves authorized  to  extinguish,  on  any  terms,  the  claims  of  the  patent- 
ees under  the  late  province  of  New  York,  which  interfere  with  the 
grants  made  under  the  State  of  Vermont  and  the  late  province  of  New 
Hampshire." 

New  York  to  Vermont  Commissioners. 

Feb.  13.  They  do  not  recognize  the  distinction  taken  by  the  Vermont 
Commissioners  between  their  powers  to  treat  for  compensation  to  indi- 
viduals and  to  the  State  of  New  York.  They  submit  their  powers  to  the 
Vermont  Commissioners,  and  declare  they  cannot  negociate  in  regard  to 
the  relinquishment  of  land  patents. 

Vermont  to  New  York  Commissioners. 
Feb.  13.    "  Qentlemen:  —  We  must  judge  of  the  avowed  objects  of  the 
law  under  which  we  act.    As  you  decline  to  treat  with  us  upon  a  sub- 
ject which  manifestly  appears  to  be  the  most  important  object  of  the  law 
as  it  respects  the  State  of  Vermont,  the  treaty  is  at  an  end.    We  are 
very  unhappy  that  a  misunderstanding  of  the  law,  as  to  the  powers  given 
to  us,  should  defeat  the  designs  of  the  two  governments. 
"  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  obt.  a^  humble  servts." 
[Signed  by  the  Vermont  Commissioners.] 
62 
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The  negotiations  having  been  suspended  for  the  real  rectson  that 
the  pow^s  of  the  New  York  Commissioners  were  insufficient  to 
provide  for  annulling  the  New  York  patents,  an  application  was 
immediately  made  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  then  in  ses- 
sion at  Albany,  for  the  passage  of  a  new  act.'  The  Vermont  Com- 
missioners appear  to  have  remained  in  New  York,  or  Albany, 
waiting  the  result,'  until  the  act  was  passed,  when  the  New  York 
Commissioners  immediately  fumfehed  them  with  a  copy  of  it,  as 
follows : 

"An  act  appointing  Commissioners  with  power  to  declare  the  consent  of 
the  Legislature  of  this  State,  that  a  certain  territory,  within  the  juris- 
diction thereof,  should  be  formed  into  a  new  State.  Passed  March  6, 
1790. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Nev)  York,  repretenUd  in  Sen- 
ate and  Assembly^  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same: 
*  That  Robert  Yates,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  John  Lansing,  junior,  Gulian 
Verplanck,  Simeon  De  Witt,  Egbert  Benson,  Richard  Sill,  and  Melanc- 
ton  Smith,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  appointed  Commissioners,  with  full 
power  to  them  or  any  four  of  them,  in  their  discretion  as  they  shall  judge 
the  peace  and  interest  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  of  this  State 
in  particular,  to  require  the  same,  and  on  such  terms  and  conditions,  and 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  and  proper,  to 
declare  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  that  such  district  or 
territory  within  the  jurisdiction,  and  in  the  northeastern  an^  northern 
parts  thereof,  as  the  said  Commissioners  shall  judge  most  convenient, 
should  be  formed  and  erected  into  a  new  State;  and  with  further  full 
power  to  treat,  conclude  and  agree  with  any  person  or  persons,  or 
any  assemblies  or  bodies  of  people  touching  tne  premises,  or  touching 
the  ceding  or  relinquishing  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State  over  such  dis- 
trict or  territory,  or  touching  the  securing  or  confirming  of  rights,  titles, 
or  possessions  or  lands  within  such  district  or  territory,  held  or  claimea 
under  grants  from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  while  a  colony,  or  under 
grants^  sales  or  locations  made  by  the  authority  of  the  government  or 
jurisdiction  now  existing  and  exercised  in  the  northeastern  parts  of  this 
State,  under  the  name  or  style  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  (gainst  persons 
claiming  the  same  lands  under  grants  from  this  State  while  a  colony,  or 
since  the  independence  thereof;  and  every  act  of  any  form  or  name,  of 
the  Commissioners  hereby  appointed,  in  the  execution  of  the  powers 
aforesaid,  shall  be  as  eflfectual  to  every  purpose,  as  if  the  same  were  an 
immediate  act  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State.  Provided,  such  grants, 
sales  or  locations  by  or  under  Vermont,  do  not  extend  to  the  westwara 
of  the  towns  granted,  located  or  occupied  under  the  late  colony  of  New 
Hampshire,  \^ch  lay  in  that  part  of  the  country  aforesaid,  between  the 
north  boundary  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  continued  from 
the  northwest  corner  thereof  towards  Hudson's  river,  and  a  parallel  line 
extending  eastward  from  the  point  of  land  where  Fort  Edward  formerly 
stood,  until  it  meets  \i^th  the  west  bounds  of  any  of  the  said  granted, 
located  or  occupied  towns. 


^Journals  of  N.  J^  Assembly,  from  15th  February  to  March  6, 1790. 
■  Sec  their  report  to  the  Vermont  Assembly  of  Oct.  21, 1790,  post,  496. 
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II.  A7\d  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  whatever 
Btipulations  shall  be  made  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  this  act, 
with  any  person  or  persons,  or  any  assemblies  or  bodies  of  people  touch- 
ing the  premises,  or  touching  the  ceding  or  relinquishing  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  State  over  such  district  or  territory,  or  touching  the  securing 
of  rights,  titles  or  possessions  of  lands  within  said  district,  for  a  compen- 
sation for  extinguishing  the  claims  to  lands  within  such  district,  or 
derived  under  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  such 
claimants,  although  in  such  stipulations  such  compensation  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  this  State,  or  for  the  people  thereof;  and  that  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  intended  or  construed  to  give  any  such  claimants 
any  right  to  any  further  compensation  whatsoever  from  this  State,  other 
than  such  compensation  which  may  be  so  stipulated  as  aforesaid. 

III.  At^  he  it  farther  enacted  hy  the  authiyrity  aforesaid,  That  the  act 
entitled  An  act  appointing  Commissioners  with  full  power^to  declare 
the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  of  New  York,  that  a  certain 
territory  within  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  should  be  formed  or  erected  into 
a  new  State,  passed  the  16th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-nine,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  repealed."  ^ 

The  following  facts  are  gathered  from  papers  furnished  by  Mr. 

Stevens : 

New.  York  to  Vermont  Commissioners, 

March  1790.*  Robert  Yates,  Gulian  Verplanck,  Egbert  Benson,  Rich- 
ard Sill,  and  Melancton  Smith,  the  New  York  commissioners,  addressed 
the  Vermont  commissioners,  enclosing  the  act  of  that  State  appointing 
them.  Referring  to  the  previous  negociation,  they  propose  "  to  proceed 
to  the  conference  in  expectation  that,  if  it  should  appear  advisable  to  the 
commissioners  on  both  sides,  that  by  the  articles  of  final  agreement  rights 
of  any  persons  derived  under  grants  from  New  York  are  to  be  extin- 
guished and  that  the  State  of  Vermont  is  to  pay  monies  to  the  State  of 
New  York,  that  it  will  then  appear  to  you  not  improper  to  consent  on 
your  part,  that  the  operation  of  the  article  for  extinguishing  rights  should 
DC  suspended  until  the  legislature  of  Vermont  shall  have  declared  that 
you  were  authorized  to  agree  to  the  article  stipulating  for  the  payment  to 
the  State  of  New  York,  or  that  the  business  will  be  found  susceptible  of 
such  other  modification  as  to  afford  the  respective  parties  equal  and  reas- 
onable security." 

Verm^mt  to  New  York  Commissioners. 
"  Gentlemen: — ^We  have  the  honor  to  ^mmunicate  to  you,  in  answer 
to  your  letter  of  this  day,  (inclosing  an  am  of  the  legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York  appointing  conmiissioners  for  the  purposes  therein  men- 


^In  the  C^ncil  of  Revision,  March  5,  1790,  Gov.  Clinton  reported 
seven  objections  to  the  bill,  carefully  elaborated,  the  leading  one  being 
that  it  violated  that  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  just 
then  adopted,  which  declares  that "  private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for 
public  use  without  just  compensation.""  The  Council  overruled  the  Gt)V- 
ernor.— See  Street's  New  York  Council  of  Bevision,  416-418;  and  Early 
History,  448. 

*New  York,  March  C,  1790,  was  the  date,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have 
be^  a  few  days  later,  as  that  was  tl^e  4at§  of  the  act  at  Albany. 
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tioned,)  that  we  are  ready  to  proceed  to  the  conference  you  propose,  and 
are  willing,  in  case  any  doubts  shall  arise  in  the  course  of  the  treaty  res- 
pecting the  powers  granted  by  the  law  under  which  we  act,  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  the  treaty  till  the  same  shall  be  ratified  by  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Vermont" 

It  seems  that  the  treaty  not  being  completed  at  New  York  in 

March  1790,  an  agreement  was  made  for  the  commissioners  to 

meet  again  at  Stockbridge,  Massachusetts,  in  July  followinjjf. 

QuUan  Verplanck,  at  Stockbridge^  to  Vermont  Commissioners, 
July  9, 1790.  Regrets  their  disappointment  in  not  meeting  the  New 
York  commissioners,  and  requests  them  ''  to  name  a  time  and  place  for  a 
future  meeltng  to  be  held  on  condition  of  vour  receiving  such  informa- 
tion from  the  commissioners  on  the  part  or  New  York  as  may  satisfy  you 
of  their  intentions  to  attend  on  the  occasion." 

Vermont  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Verplanck, 
July  9^  1790.     "Will  meet  the  New  York  commissioners  "at  New  York 
or  Bttnmngton  on  ttie  27th  day  of  September  next  as  they  shall  appoint, 
provided  we  receive  seasonable  intimations  of  their  wish  and  readiness 
to  attend." 

Isaac  THchenor  to  New  York  Commissioners. 
Bennington,  Au^.  4, 1790.     Has  received  their  letter  fixing  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  at  New  York,  and  will  communicate  the  informa- 
tion to  his  colleagues. 

The  commissioners  met  at  New  York  as  agreed,  and  the  papers, 
of  which  the  following  are  abstracts  and  extracts,  passed  between 
them : 

Propositions  of  the  New  York  Commissioners^  Oct.  1, 1790. 

1.  That  Vermont  without  delay  use  the  requisite  means  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  union  of  the  United  States. 

2.  That  from  the  admission  the  boundary  line  be  as  now  occupied,  &c. 
If  an  extinguishment  of  New  York  grants  be  required,  then 

3.  That  ail  New  Hampshire  grants  prior  to  grants  from  New  York, 
to  be  decreed  valid,  the  state  of  New  York  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to 
reside  at  Albany,  to  receive  descriptions  of  such  lands  granted  by  New 
York,  and  not  previously  granted  by  New  Hampshire,  and  on  payment 
to  such  commissioner  at  the  re#  of  18  cents  per  acre  for  such  land,  the 
grants  from  New  York  to  be  thereby  extinguished. 

Vermont  Commissioners  to  New  York  Commissioners. 

Oct  2.  They  cannot  assent  to  these  propositions.  The  t^ird  proposi- 
tion is  inadmissible,  and  they  submit  terms  as  follows  : 

1.  The  boundary  between  the  two  states  to  be  a  line  beginning  at  the 
north-west  corner  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  thence  west- ward,  ^ong 
the  south  boundary  of  Pownal,  to  the  soutli-west  corner  thereo^thence 
northerly,  along  the  western  boundaries  of  the  townships  of  Pownal, 
Bennington,  Shaftsbury,  Arlington,  Sandgate,  Rupert,  Pawlet,  Wells  and 
Poultney,  as  the  said  townships  are  now  held  or  possessed,  to  the  river, 
commonly  called  Poultney  river,  thence  down  the  same,  through  the 
middle  of  the  deepest  channel  thereof,  to  East  Bay,  thence  through  the 
middle  of  the  deepest  cl^nnel  of  East  Bay  and  we  waters  thereo^to 
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where  the  same  communicates  with  Lake  Charaplain,  thence  through 
the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  of  Lake  Champlain,  to  the  eastward  of 
the  islands,  called  the  Four  Brothers,  and  the  westward  of  the  islands, 
called  Grand  Isle  and  Long  Isle,  or  the  Two  Heroes,  and  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  Isle  La  Mott,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude  ;  and 
that  the  state  of  Kew  York  be  forever  concluded  from  claiming  any  lands 
or  jurisdiction  east  of  said  line. 

2.  That  Vermont  shall  make  provision  for  New  York  claimants  in 
those  cases  only  where  the  grants  under  Vermont  shall  have  been  de- 
clared good  and  valid  gainst  them,  and  shall  make  such  compensation 
as  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  shall  deem  just  and  equitable,  provided 
the  claims  be  exhibited  to  the  Legislature  by  a  certain  day  to  be  fixed. 

3.  That  Vermont  will  take  all  due  means  to  be  admitted  into  the 
union. 

4.  That  all  Kew  Hampshire  and  Vermont  grants  shall  be  good  and 
valid,  and  all  interfering  Kew  York  grants  void,  except  confirmation 
grants. 

Neto  York  to  Vermont  Commissioners. 
Oct.  2.  They  do  not  object  to  the  boundary,  supposing  it  to  be  as  ju- 
risdiction is  now  exercisea.  Are  also  ready  to  assent  to  a  total  extin- 
guishment of  rights  under  New  York  grants,  provided  we  can  agree  as 
to  the  terms.  Wish  to  know  whether  a  proposition  that  Vermont  should 
l)ay  a  sum  of  money  to  New  York  ;  or  that  claims  under  New  York  to 
lands  not  granted  by  New  Hampshire,  should  be  referred  to  commission- 
ers, to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  in  other 
impartial  manner  to  be  determined  :  or  a  proposition,  the  effect  of  which 
not  depending  on  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  will  fur- 
nish a  recompense  to  the  New  York  claimants,  are  admissible  ? 

The  answer  to  the  foregoing  inquiries  does  not  appear  to  be 
among  the  papers. 

New  York  to  Vermont  Commissioners. 

"■  New  York,  4  Oct.,  1790. 
"  Qenthmen  : — In  answer  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  we  inform  you 
that  we  shall  neverttgree  as  a  matter  of  compact,  to  a  proposition  to  leave 
the  New  York  grantees  wholly  to  the  discretion  of  the  Legislature  of 
Vermont,  and  at  what  point  of  differences  between  you  and  us  we  shall 
on  our  part  decline  further  to  treat,  is,  in  the  present  stage  of  the  busi- 
ness, a  premature  inquiry.  We  conceive  it  to  be  previously  the  duty  of 
the  commissioners,  on  both  sides,  to  attempt  every  modification  of  terms 
or  propositions,  and  with  this  will  be  sent  you  our  letter  of  Saturday 
last,  aad  to  which  we  shall  still  expect  your  answer." 

The  papers  do  not  give  the  course  of  the  subsequent  negotia- 
tion after  this.  It  seems,  however,  that  the  New  York  commis- 
sioners proposed  to  accept  the  sum  of  $30,000  as  a  compensation 
for  the  relinquishment  of  the  New  York  titles,  to  which  the  fol- 
lowing answer  was  returned. 

Vermont  to  New  York  Commissioners. 

"  Gentlemen  :  —  If  we  rightly  understand  your  proposals  of  yesterday, 
they  comprehend  two  propositions  : — The  first  contemplates  a  total  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  New  York  grants,  where  they  interfere  with  the 
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New  Hampshire  grants,  on  the  payment  of  30,000  dollars,  and  makes  no 

Provision  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  interfering  Vermont  grants, 
'he  seciond  makes  provision  for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Vermont 
f  rants,  and  leaves  tne  New  Hampshire  grants  to  be  contested  at  law. 
n  this  view  of  the  proposition,  it  is  inadmissible. 

The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Vermont,  in  answer  to  ^our  propo- 
sals of  yesterday,  say  that  they  cannot  agree  to  your  proposition  so  far  as 
respects  the  sum  of  30,000  dollars  for  an  extinguishment  of  all  the  New 
York  claims,  and  in  lieu  thereof  do  propose  that  it  shall  be  optional  with 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont  to  pa^  the  sum  of  20,000  dollars  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  all  New  York  claims,  or  leave  the  payment  to  be  made 
by  individuals  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  acres  for  such  of  the  New  York 
claims  only  as  interfere  with  the  Vermont  grants  ;  all  the  New  York 
grants  interfering  with  the  New  Hampshire  grants  to  be  vacated  without 
any  compensation  whatever.  Some  small  aJterations  from  your  propo- 
sals in  the  conditions  of  payment  might  be  necessary. 

If  you,  gentlemen,  can  meet  with  us  in  these  views,  we  will  ensure  a 
compliance  on  the  part  of  your  [our]  government" 

It  is  probable  that  the  further  intercourse  of  the  respective  com- 
missioners was  oral  rather  than  written.  It  terminated  on  the 
7th  of  October,  1790,  by  the  execution  by  the  New  York  commis- 
sioners of  a  formal  instrument  in  writing,  which  was  accepted  by 
the  Vermont  commissioners  as  the  basis  of  a  final  acyustment  of 
the  whole  controversy.     It  was  as  follows  : 

"  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shaM  come  : 

Be  it  known,  that  Robert  Yates,  John  Lansing,  junr.,  Gulian  Ver- 
planck,  Simeon  DeWitt,  Egbert  Benson  and  Melancton  Smith,  commis- 
sioners, appointed  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
entitled  *  An  act  appointing  commissioners  with  powers  to  declare  the 
consent  of  the  legislature  of  this  State,  that  a  certain  territory  within  the 
jurisdiction  thereof  should  be  formed  into  a  new  State,'  passed  tJie  6th 
day  of  March  last :  — Do  hereby,  by  virtue  of  the  powere  to  them  granted 
for  the  purpose,  declare  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  that  the  community  now  actually  exercising  independent  jurisdic- 
tion, as  the  State  of  vereont.  be  admitted  mto  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  that  immediately  from  such  admission  all  claim  of  juris- 
diction from  the  State  of  New  York,  within  the  State  of  Vermont,  shall 
cease,  and  thenceforth  the  perpetual  boundary  line  between  the  State  of 
New  York  and  the  State  of  Vermont  shall  be  as  follows,  viz  : — Begin- 
ning at  the  north-west  comer  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  thence  west- 
ward along  the  south  boundary  of  the  township  of  Pownal,  to  the  south- 
west corner  thereof,  thence  northerly,  along  the  western  boundaries  of 
the  townships  of  Pownal,  Bennington,  Shaftebury,  Arlington,  Sandgate, 
Rupert,  Pawlet,  Wells  and  Poultney,  as  the  said  townships  are  now  held 
or  possessed,  to  the  river,  commonly  called  Poultney  river,  thence  down 
the  same,  through  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  thereof,  to  East 
Bay,  thence  through  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  of  East  Bay  and 
the  waters  thereof,  to  where  the  same  communicates  with  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  thence  through  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  to  the  eastward  of  the  islands  called  the  Four  Brothers,  and  the 
westward  of  the  islands  called  Grand  Isle  and  Long  Isle,  or  the  Two  He- 
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roes,  and  to  the  westward  of  the  Isle  La  Mott,  to  the  forty-fifth  dem-ee  of 
north  latitude.  And  the  said  commissioners  do  hereby  declare  the  will 
of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  that  if  the  legislature  of  the 
State  of  Vermont  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  declare,  that  tl^e  State  of 
Vermont  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  pay  to  the  State  of  New  York  the 
sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  that  immediately  from  such  declaration 
b^  Oie  legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  all  rights  and  titles  to  lands 
within  the  State  of  Vermont  under  grants  jfrom  ttie  government  of  the 
late  colony  of  New  York,  or  from  the  State  of  New  York,  except  as  here- 
inafter excepted,  shall  cease  ;  or,  if  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont shall  not  elect  to  make  such  declaration,  then  that,  except  in  cases 
where  the  grants  from  New  York  were  intended  as  confirmations  of 
grants  from  New  Hampshire,  all  rights  and  titles  under  grants  from  the 
government  of  the  late  colony  of  iTew  York,  or  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Vermont  which  may  have  been  granted 
by  the  governor  of  the  late  colony  of  New  Hampshire,  shall  cease  ;  and 
the  boundjwies,  according  to  which  such  grants  from  the  government  of 
the  late  colony  of  New  tttmpshire  have  been  held  or  possessed,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  the  true  boundaries.  And  the  said  commissioners  do 
hereby  ftirther  declare  the  will  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  that  all  rights  and  titles  to  lands  within  the  State  of  Vermont  un- 
der grants  from  the  government  of  the  late  colony  of  New  York,  or  from 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  not  granted  by  the  government  of  the  late 
colony  of  New  Hampshire,  shall  be  suspended  until  the  expiration  of 
three  years  after  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  for  the  time  be- 
ing, shall  have  been  notified  that  a  commissioner,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
State  of  New  York,  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  and  to  reside  and  hold  a  public  office 
at  the  citjr  of  Albany,  shall  have  entered  upon  the  execution  of  his  of- 
fice ;  and  if,  within  one  year  after  such  notification,  there  shall  be  deliv- 
ersd  to  such  commissioner,  either  the  original  or  a  certified  abstract, 
containing  the  date,  the  names  of  the  grantees,  and  the  boundaries  of  a 
g^rant  from  New  York  :  and  if,  thereupon,  at  any  time  before  Jhe  expira- 
tion of  the  said  term  oi  three  years  above  mentioned,  there  shall  be  paid 
to  such  commissioner  at  the  rate  of  ten  cents  per  acre  for  the  whole  or 
any  parcel  of  the  lands  contained  in  such  grant  from  New  York,  all  right 
and  title  under  such  grant  shall,  in  respect  to  the  lands  for  which  pay- 
ment shall  be  made,  cease,  and  a  receipt  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such 
commissioner,  specifying  the  lands  for  which  payment  shall  be  made, 
shall  be  evidence  of  the  payment.  And  in  default  of  delivering  the  orig- 
inal, or  such  certified  abstract  of  the  grant,  to  the  commissioner,  within 
the  said  term  of  one  year,  for  that  purpose  above  limited,  all  right  and 
title  under  the  grant,  in  respect  of  which  there  shall  be  such  default  of 
delivery,  shall  cease  ;  but  where  the  original  or  certified  abstract  of  the 
grant  shall  be  duly  delivered  to  the  commissioners,  and  if  thereupon 
payment  shall  not  be  duly  made  to  the  commissioner,  the  right  and  the 
title  under  the  grant,  in  respect  to  the  lands  for  which  payment  shall  not  be 
made,  shall  remain,  and  suits  for  the  recovery  of  such  lands  may  be  pros- 
ecuted in  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  provided  the  suit  be  commenced 
within  ten  years  after  the  State  of  Vermont  shall  have  been  admitted 
into  the  union  of  the  United  States,  otherwise  the  right  and  title  under 
the  grant  from  New  York  shail  in  such  case  also  cease. 

In  testimony  whereof ^  the  said  commissioners  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  and  affixed  their  seals,  the  seventh  day  of  October,  in  the  fifteenth 
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year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  in  the 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety. 

Robert  Yates,  l^'^\ 

Witnesses  :  John  Lansing,  junr.,  [i-.s/ 

Richard  Varick,  Gulian  Verplanck,  [^.s.' 

Alexander  Hamilton,  Simeon  DeWitt,  [^.s.; 

Samuel  Jones,  Egbert  Benson,  [I'-s.j 

Robert  Benson.  Melancton  Smith,     [l.s.]"* 

Report  of  the  Vermont  Commissioners. 

To  the  Honl  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont:— Your  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  treat  with  the  commissioners  of  New  York  on  a 
boundary  line  between  the  two  governments  and  the  removal  of  certain 
obstacles  which  prevent  the  admission  of  Vermont  into  union  with  the 
United  States,  B^ort:  That  in  January  last  they  commenced  their  ne- 
gociation — that  after  sundry  communications  and  conferences  the  busi- 
ness terminated  in  a  repeal  of  the  act  giving  powers  to  the  commissioner^ 
on  the  part  of  New  York;  and  a  new  act  was  passed  by  the  legislature 
of  New  York,  then  in  session,  appointing  commissioners  with  full  and 
direct  powers  to  treat  with  us  on  the  objects  of  our  appointment.  Af- 
ter opening  the  negociation  with  them,  we  agreed  to  adjourn  to  Stock- 
bridge  the  6th  of  July  then  ensuing,  at  which  time  we  convened,  but  by 
reason  of  the  indisposition  of  two  of  the  commissioners  on  the  part  of 
New  York,  we  were  necessitated  to  adjourn  to  the  27th  of  September 
then  ensuing,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  where  the  negociation  was  re- 
sumed and  closed  on  the  7th  instant,  by  receiving  from  the  commissioners 
of  the  State  of  New  York  their  officiai.  act,  which  we  now  present 
to  the  legislature  for  their  consideration. 

Isaac  Tichenor, 
Stephen  R.  Bradley,^ 
Nathl.  Chipman, 
Ira  Allen, 
Elijah  Paine, 
Castleton,  Oct.  21, 1790.*  Israel  Smtth. 

Acceptance  and  Ratification  by  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  Vermont. 

An  act  directing  the  payment  of  thirty  thousand  Dollars  to  the  State  of 
Newyork,  and  declaring  what  shall  be  the  Boundary  line  between  the 
State  of  Vermont  and  State  of  Newyork  —  and  declaring  certain  grants 
therein  mentioned,  extinguished. 

WHEREAS  Robert  Yates,  John  Lapsing,  jun.,  Gulian  Verplanck, 
Simeon  De  Witt,  Egbert  Benson,  and  Melancton  Smith,  Esquires, 
Commissioners,  appointed  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Newyork,  entitled  "  An  act  appointing  Commissioners,  with  power  to 
declare  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Newyort,  that  a 
certain  territory  within  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  should  be  formed  into  a 
new  State"— passed  the  fifth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1790— did,  by  their 
certain  act  on  the  seventh  day  of  October  instant,  at  Newyork,  by  virtue 
of  the  powers  to  them  granted  for  the  purpose,  among  other  things,  de- 
clare the  consent  (5f  the  Legislature  of  the'   State   of  Newyork,    that 


*  Vt.  Gazette,  for  October  25, 1790. 

'Ms.  Vermont  State  Papers,  Vol.  xxrv,  33. 
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the  State  of  Vermont  be  admitted  into  tHe  Union  of  the  Unijed  States 
of  America ;  and  that  immediately  from  such  admission,  all  claims  of 
jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Newyork,  within  the  State  of  Vermont, 
should  cease;  and  thenceforth  the  peq^etual  boundary  line  between  the 
State  of  Newyork  and  the  State  of  Vermont,  should  be  as  follows, 
viz:  Beginning  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 

—  thence  westward  along  the  south  boundary  of  Pownal,  to  the  south- 
west corner  thereof — tlience  northerly,  along  the  western  bound- 
aries of  the  townships  of  Pownal,  Bennin^n,  Shaftebury,  Arlington, 
Sandgatxi,  Rupert,  Pawlet,  Wells,  and  Poultney,  as  the  said  townships 
are  now  held  or  possessed,  to  the  river  commonly  called  Poultney  River 

—  thence  down  the  same,  through  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel 
thereof,  to  East-Bay  —  thence  through  the  middle  of  the  deepest  channel 
of  East-Bay,  and  the  waters  thereof,  to  where  the  same  communicate 
with  Lake  Champlain  —  thence  through  the  middle  of  tlie  deepest  chan- 
nel of  Lake  Champlain,  to  the  eastward  of  the  islands  called  the  Four 
Brothers,  and  the  westward  of  the  islands  called  the  Grand  Isle  and  Long 
Isle,  or  the  Two-Heroes,  and  to  the  westward  of  the  Isle  la  Mott,  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude.  And  the  said  Commissioners,  by 
virtue  of  the  powers  to  them  granted,  did  declare  the  will  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Newyork,  that  if  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Vermont  should,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two,  declare,  that  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  the  said  State  of 
Vermont  would  pay  the  State  of  Newyork  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  that  immediately  from  such  declaration  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  all  rights  and  titles  to  lands  witliin  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, under  grants  from  the  government  of  the  late  Colony  of  Newyork, 
or  from  the  State  of  Newyork  (except  as  therein  excepted;  should  cease 
— Wherefore, 

It  is  hei'ehy  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
That  the  State  of  Vermont  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four,  pay  the  State  of  Newyork 
thirty  thousand  Dollars.*  And  the  Treasurer  of  this  State,  for,  and  in 
behalf  of  this  State,  and  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  act  of  the 
Commissioners  aforesaid,  shall  pay  to  the  State  of  Newyork  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  1794. 

It  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  the  said  line,  described  in  the  said  act 
of  the  said  Commissioners,  shall  henceforth  be  the  perpetual  boundary 
line  between  the  State  of  Vermont  and  the  State  of  Newyork:  And  all 
grants,  charters,  or  patents  of  land,  lying  within  the  State  of  Vermont, 
made  by,  or  under  the  government  of  the  late  Colony  of  Newyork,  ex- 
cept such  grants,  charters,  or  patents  as  were  made  in  confirmation 

*  The  sum  of  ^.30,000  probably  paid  from  one  fourth  to  one  third  the 
sum  paid  for  the  lands  granted  by  New  York.  James  Buane  purchased 
about  04,000  acres  for  upwards  of  ^8,000,  and  his  heirs  received  S2621.29 
of  the  $30,000  paid  by  Vermont.  ''  The  bargain  was  matle  by  our  [New 
York]  politicians  to  obtain  a  new  state  to  overbalance  Southern  influ- 
ence, and  in  this  paramount  object  with  them  compensation  to  the  com- 
paratively few  landholders  among  her  citizens  was  almost  entirely  over- 
looked."— Memoir  of  James  Duane,  by  Samti^l  W.  Jones,  in  Doc.  Hist,  of 
New  York,  Vol.  iv,  IOCS. 
63 
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of  grants,  charters,  or  patents  made  by,  or  under  the  f^overnment  of 
the  hite  I^rovinee  or  Colony  of  Newhampshire,  are  hereby  declared  null 
and  void,  and  incapable  of  being  given  in  evidence  in  any  Court  of  law 
within  this  8tate. 

Admission  of  Vermont  to  the  Union. 
Oct.  27,  1790,  an  act  was  passed  calling  a  convention  to  act  ^ 
npon  tbc  question  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,'  which  met  at  Bennington,  Jan.  6,  1791,  and 
adopted  the  Constitution  on  the  10th  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred 
and  five  yeas  to  two  nays.  The  general  assembly  held  an  ad- 
journed session  at  the  same  time  and  place,  and  appointed 
Nathaniel  Chipman  and  Lewis  R.  Morris  commissioners  to  apply 
for  the  admission  of  Vermont  to  the  Union,  who  immediately  pro- 
ceeded on  their  mission,  and  on  the  18th  of  February,  Congress 
passed  the  act  of  admission,  to  take  eifect  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1791.  The  documents  detailing  the  action  on  this  question  in  the 
assembly  and  in  congress,  with  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the 
convention  of  January,  1791,  are  reserved  for  the  next  volume  of 
Historical  Collections.' 


'  Pamphlet  Acts,  4.     «  Early  IliMory.  448,  449. 
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THE  EARLY  EASTERN   BOUNDARY  OF  NEW  YORK  A 
TWENTY  MILE  LINE  FROM  THE  HUDSON. 


An  official  Report  by  the  Council  of  New  York  to  Governor  Monck- 
toiiy  of  the  2bth  of  June ^  1703,  on  the  controverted  boundaries  of 
the  province ;  to  which  is  appended  a  letter  of  Lieut.  Gov, 
Colden  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  commenting  thereon^  of  Sept,  26, 
1763. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1763,  the  council  of  New  York  made  an 
official  representation  to  General  Robert  Moncktou,  then  governor 
of  the  province,  to  be  forwarded  to  England,  on  the  subject  of 
their  controverted  boundaries  with  the  neighboring  colonies,  urg- 
ing their  speedy  adjustment.  The  representation  favored  the 
giving  of  the  assent  of  the  province  of  New  York  to  the  {jerma- 
nent  establishment  of  a  twenty  mile  line  from  the  Hudson  as  its 
boundary  along  its  whole  eastern  extent,  including  Massachusetts 
and  New  Hampshire  as  well  as  Connecticut,  on  the  ground  that 
the  king's  commissioners  in  1664,  the  year  the  charter  of  New 
York  had  been  granted,  had  declared  such  to  be  the  eastern  limit 
of  the  province.  A  copy  of  this  representation  is  found  in  the 
Letter  Book  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Colden,  which  is  preserved  in  the 
archives  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  in  connection  with 
a  letter  of  his  to  the  English  Lords  of  Trade,  of  September  2(», 
1763,  commenting  upon  and  controverting* the  positions  assumed 
by  the  Council. 

On  application  of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  a  copj  of  the 
Representation  has  l>een  kindly  furnished  by  the  Librarian  of  that 
Society,  accompanied  by  the  suggestion  that  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Colden  should  also  be  published.     With  this  suggestion  the  Com- 
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mittee  cheerfully  comply,  copying  the  letter  from  the  Colonial 
History  of  New  York,  Volume  vii,  p.  562-565,  appending  to  it 
a  few  foot  notes  correcting  the  errors  into  which  Mr.  Golden  had 
fallen. 

DANIEL  H0R8MANDEN,  whose  name  is  first  in  the  signatures  to 
the  Representation,  had  been  long  in  public  life,  was  appointed 
one  of  the  governor's  council  in  IToS,  was  many  years  a  judge 
of  the  supreme  court,  and  died  while  cliief  justice  of  the  prov- 
ince, after  the  commencement  of  the  revolution.  The  other  sign- 
ers of  the  Representation  had  been  of  the  council  for  less  periods. 
The  last  signature  is  that  of  Lord  Stirling  *(Wm.  Alexander), 
who  continued  a  member  of  the  council  till  1768,  when  he  re- 
signed. He  was  afterwards  distinguislied  for  bravery  and  good 
conduct  as  an  officer  in  the  continental  army,  in  which  he  became 
a  major  general. 

Cadwallader  Colden,  who  was  of  Scotch  descent,  came  to 
New  York  about  1718,  and  in  1722  became  a  member  of  the 
council,  and  not  long  afterwards  surveyor  general.  From  the 
year  1761  he  was  lieut.-govcrnor  of  the  province,  and  for  a  large 
portion  of  the  time  thereafter  until  1776,  was,  by  virtue  of  that 
office,  its  chief  magistrate,  in  the  absence  of  regularly  commis- 
sioned governors.  He  l>ccame  acting  governor  on  the  return  of 
Gen.  Monckton  to  England  in  the  summer  of  1763,  and  in  that 
capacity  addressed  his  letter  the  following  September  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade.  Notwithstanding  the  zeal  with  which  Mr.  Col- 
den insists  in  his  letter  that  Connecticut  river  was  the  ancient 
boundary  of  New  York,  he  had,  in  an  official  report  as  Surveyor 
General  of  the  province,  made  to  the  governor  twenty-five  years 
earlier,  in  1738,  described  the  boundaries  of  the  whole  province 
in  great  detail,  without  giving  any  intimation  that  it  reached  cast- 
ward  to  that  river, —  without,  in  fact,  mentioning  the  name  of  the 
river. — [^Cclonial  History  N.  F.,  Vol.  vi,  121-125,  and  Bocu- 
rnentary  History  N.  F.,  Vol.  iv,  171-179.]  He  was  however 
successful  in  procuring  the  order  of  the  king  in  council  of  July 
20,  1764,  declaring  Connecticut  river  to  be  the  boundary  oh  New 
Hampshire,  and  profited  largely  by  it.  He  afterwards  granted 
more  than  a  million  of  acres  of  land  in  the  newly  ac(|uired  terri- 
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tory,  his  fees  for  affixing  his  official  signature  to  the  patents 
exceeding  thirty  thousand  dollars. — [Coll.  Vt.  Hist.  Society^  Vol. 
I,  145-159.]  For  a  fiiU  discussion  of  the  boundary  question,  see 
Early  ffist.  R,  p.  1  to  65. 


liepresentaUon  to  His  Excellency^  Governor  Monckton^  frimi  the  Council  of 
New  York,,  r-especting  the  Contested  Limits  of  that  Province,  and  the 
CkUm  to  two  large  Tracts  of  Land,  niade  by  John  Uenry  Ledius,^ 


May  it  please  Your  Excellency  : 

Your  Excellency  having  been  pleased  to  inform  the  Council  of  your 
intentions  to  embark  for  Great  Britain,  &  having  also  intimated  your 
desire  that  they  should  suggest  such  matters  relative  to  the  Interest  of 
the  Province,  as  require  the  immediate  attention  of  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters ;  in  order  that  durin*?  your  stay  in  England,  vou  might  represent 
them  to  his  Majesty  in  Council,  or  take  such  other  measures  as  you 
should  jud^e  necessary  thereupon. 

We  beg  leave  as  essential  to  the  quiet  of  liis  Majesty's  Subjects  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  Province,  to  mention  the  absolute  necessity  there  is  of 
a  speedy  determination  of  the  Limits  between  this  &  the  Colonies  bor- 
dering upon  it,  with  whom  there  is  any  dispute  on  this  subject  Hence 
frequent  Tumults  and  the  strongest  Animositys  have  arisen  among  the 
borderers,  whereby  the  Publick  Peace  hath  been  disturbed,  the  Cultiva- 
tion of  the  Soil  neglected,  and  the  Interest  of  his  Majesty  in  Point  of  his 
Revenue  of  Quitrents  greatly  affected  — Evils  only  to  be  remedied  by  the 
Interposition  of  the  Crown  by  the  Royal  Commission,  or  otherwise  for 
the  final  Settlement  &  Adjustment  of  the  Limits  of  the  Colonies. 

The  Boundaries  assigned  to  the  Province  of  New  York  under  the  Eng- 
lish Government  are  by  the  grant  from  King  Charles  the  Second  to  his 
Brother  James  Duke  of  York,  which  is  dated  the  12th  March  1663-4  ex- 
pressed in  these  words. 

"  All  that  Island  or  Islands  commonly  call'd  by  the  several  name  or 
names  ^fMatowacks  or  Long  Island,  situate  lying  and  being  tgwards  the 
West  of  Cape  Cod,  and  the  Narrow  Iliggansents,  abutting  upon  the  Main 
Land  between  the  two  Rivers  there  calFd  or  known  by  the  several  names 
of  Connecticut  &  Iludsons  River ;  together  also  with  the  said  River, 
called  Iludsons  River,  and  all  the  lands  from  the  Westside  of  Connecti- 
cut River,  to  the  East  side  of  Delawar  Bay." 

This  description,  by  a  liberal  construction,  is  supposed  to  contain  and 
include  on  the  continent,  all  the  Country  lying  between  the  Rivers  Con- 
necticut Sc  Delawar,  and  extending  Northwardly  «&  Westwardly  to  the 
Heads  of  Iludsons  River,  which  country  is  shewn  by  the  Red  line  in  the 
Map  presented  herewith. 

As  far  back  as  the  Reign  of  James  the  Second,  in  the  foyal  Commis- 
sions to  the  Governors  of  this  Province,  these  words  have  been  inserted 
in  addition  to  its  description  in  the  before  recited  Grant  "  Territories 
thereon  depending"  which  have  been  allways  understood  to  extend  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Province  Westward  as  far  as  the  Banks  of  Lake  (On- 
tario, and  Lake  Erie,  and  wliich  is  comprehended  within  the' yellow  Line 
on  the  same  Map. 

The  Colonies  bordering  on  this  Province  are  Connecticut,  Massachu- 
setts Bay  &  New  Uampshire  on  the  East,  and  New  Jersey  and  Pensilva- 
uia  on  the  west. 


*  Colden  Papery  :  N.  Y.  IlLstorical  Society.    Letter  Book  in,  59-68. 
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In  consequence  of  an  Agreement  made  between  New  York  and  Con- 
necticut in  1683,  afterwards  confirmed  by  King  William  in  Ck)uncil  28th 
March  1700,  the  boundary  Line  of  these  two  colonies,  was  run  and  marked 
in  a  straight  Line  between  two  Points  at  the  distance  of  20  Miles  from 
and  on  the  East  side  of  Hudsons  River — The  only  Limit  of  this  colony 
not  contested. 

For  altho'  we  have  been  informed  that  in  the  year  1664  Commissioners 
were  appointed  by  King  Charles  tjie  Second  to  settle  the  boundaries  be- 
tween this  and  the  adjacent  colonies,  who  determined  that  a  Line  par- 
allel to  &  at  20  Miles  distance  from  Hudsons  River  on  the  East  side 
thereof,  should  devide  the  two  Provinces  of  New  York  and  Massachu- 
sets  Bay  from  each  other,  to  which  the  Legislature  of  the  latt«r  agreed, 
as  appears  by  the  Record  of  this  Transaction,  at  the  Plantation  Office  : 
Yet  this  settlement  was  never  carried  into  Effect ;  has  been  rejected  or 
not  insisted  on  bv  the  Province  of  Massachusets  Bay  ;  is  not  mentioned 
in  any  of  the  Publick  Records  or  Papers  here  ;  nor  was  introduced  in 
the  Debates  on  this  subject  at  the  Congress  or  meeting  of  Commission- 
ers from  both  Provinces  at  Albany  in  the  year  1754  ;  and  till  very  lately 
hath  been  utterly  unknown  to  us. 

But  in  conformit^r  to  this  Settlement,  as  we  believe  the  Right  Honrble 
the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  &  Plantations  did  by  their  Report  to 
his  late  Majesty  in  Council  on  the  29th  March  1757  declare  it  as  their 
opinion,  "  That  a  streight  Line  to  be  drawn  Northwardly  from  that  Point 
where  the  boundary  Line  between  New  York  and  Connecticut  ends  at 
twenty  Miles  distant  from  Hudsons  River  to  another  Point  at  the  same 
distance  from  the  said  River  on  that  Line  which  devides  the  Provinces 
of  New  Hampshire  &  Massachusets  Bay,  will  be  a  just  and  Equitable 
Line  of  Devision  between  the  said  Provinces  of  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusets Bay,"  tho'  their  Lordships  did  afterwards  by  a  second  Report 
or  Opinion  on  the  10th  May  following  Declare  that  a  streight  Line  to  be 
drawn  northerly  from  a  pomt  on  the  South  Boundary  Line  of  ye  Massa- 
chusets Bay,  twenty  Miles  distant  due  East  from  the  said  River,  on  tlxat 
Line  which  devides  the  Provinces  of  New  Hampshire  &  Massachusets 
Bay,  will'be  a  just  and  equitable  Line  of  Devision  between  the  two  Grov- 
ernments.  With  respect  to  which  last  mentioned  line  we  beg  leave  to 
observe  that  if  the  same  should  be  established,  it  would  not  leave  to  this 
Province  the  breadth  of  twenty  Miles  on  the  East  side  of  Hudsons  River, 
as  is  manifestly  the  intention  of  the  first  Report,  for  as  the  course  of  the 
River  in  that  part  is  nearly  20  Degrees  Eastward  of  North  a  due  East 
Line^  is  not  perpendicular  to  the  River,  and  consequently  twenty  Miles 
measured  on  a  course  due  East  will  comprehend  only  a  breadth  of  Eigh- 
teen Miles  &  three  quarters. 

Upon  the  whole  if  this  Settlement  by  Commissioners  in  1064,  is  looked 
upon  as  binding  upon  the  part  of  the  Crown,  it  seems  reasonable  that  the 
Line  should  be  run  accordingly,  that  is,  agreeable  to  the  sense  of  their 
Lordships  said  Report  of  the  29th  March,  1757,  which  extends  this  Prov- 
ince twenty  Miles  Eastward  of  Hudsons  River  But  with  a  saving  of  the 
Property  of  such  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  of  this  Province,  who  claim 
under  Graots  which  extend  ^fiastward  beyond  the  distance  of  twenty 
Miles  from  Hudsons  River,  and  which  are  prior  in  date  to  the  Second 
charter  of  Massachusets  Bay,  granted  after  ^their  first  charter  was  an- 
nulled by  Decree  in  Chancery. 

In  regard  to  New  Hampshire.  We  do  not  know  that  the  Limits  of 
New  York  have  received  any  alteration,  since  the  Grant  before  recited  to 
James  Duke  of  York,  which  has  fixed  the  Eastern  bound«ary  to  Connec- 
ticut River.    The  Government  of  New  Hampshire  reg^-dless  of  this,  and 
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of  his  Majesty's  Commi8si(5n  to  his  Governor's  of  that  Province,  by  which 
it  is  exntessly  declared,  that  the  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire  is  to 
extend  Westward  until  it  meets  with  hif<  Majesty's  other  Governments  ; 
Have  advanced  their  claim,  «&  nimle  Grants  within  twenty  Miles  of 
Hudsons  River  or  less. 

The  Jurisdiction,  as  well  as  the  Property  of  the  Soil  yet  unappropri- 
ated in  both  Governments,  appertain  to  his  Majesty,  it  depends  on  the 
Crown  by  its  own  Authority  to  fix  and  assertain  the  Limits  between 
th-em.      ^  .  ^ 

We  are  humbly  of  Opinion  it  will  not  be  inconvenient  to  either  Prov- 
ince, if  his  Majesty  should  be  plea^sed  to  Order  that  the  same  Line  which 
shall  be  established  as  the  Devision  between  this,  &  the  Province  of  Mas- 
sacliusets  Bay  be  continued  on  the  same  Course  as  far  as  the  most  North- 
erly Extent  of  either  Province  ;  with  a  saving  to  the  Inhabitants  of  New 
York,  of  such  Lands  as  are  held  by  Grants  under  the  Great  Seal  of  that 
Province  East^vard  of  Hudsons  Itiver  beyond  the  distance  of  twenty 
Miles  :  It  appearing  to  us  that  such  Grants  made  in  a  part  of  the  Prov- 
ince Of  New  Yorkj  where  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  Extent  Eastward 
to  Connecticut  River,  ought  to  be  confirmed,  in  preference  to  those  of 
New  Hampshire  where  they  interfere  with  each  other  ;  as  the  Province 
New  Hampshire  is  confined  in  its  extent  Westward,  to  the  Eastern 
boundary  of  his  Majesty's  other  Governments.  And  untill  his  Majesty 
shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  determine  the  Partition  Line  between 
these  his  two  Provinces,  it  will  tend  to  the  preservation  of  Peace  among 
the  borderers,  if  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire  should  be  confined 
in  the  Grants  of  Lands  hereafter  to  be  made  in  that  Province,  to  a  cer- 
tain Extent  Westward,  Wo  humbly  conceive  not  beyond  Connecticut 
River. 

On  the  West  side  of  the  Province,  the  Line  most  immediately  requir- 
ing the  attention  of  the  Government,  is  that  between  New  York,  and 
the  Province  of  New  Jersey;  the  La'hds  contested  lying  in  the  neigl4>or- 
hood  of  a  well  settled  Country.  Laws  have  been  lately  passed  in  both 
Provinces  for  the  Settlement  of  this  Line  in  such  Method  as  his  Majesty 
shall  be  pleased  to  appoint;  for  rendering  such  Settlement  conclusive  as 
to  private  Property:  and  for  defraying  the  Expence  thereof.  It  now 
only  remains  to  obtain  the  Royal  assent  to  those  Laws,  and  to  sue  out 
his  Majesty's  commission,  appointing  Commissioners  with  the  necessary 
Powers  for  this  purpose. 

Untill  a  few  Years  agoe  it  was  not  apprehended  any  dispute  would 
arise  between  this  Government  and  the  Province  of  Pensilvania,  as  to 
the  Northern  Boundary  of  that  Province.  But  by  a  letter  (No.  1)  of  the 
13th  of  September  1751  from  Governor  Hamilton  to  the  late  Governor 
Clinton  the  Proprietaries  seem  to  claim  the  full  extent  of  three  diigrees 
of  Latitude  which  Mr.  Hamilton  intimates  will  extend  the  Nortliem 
Boundary  of  Pensilvania  not  far  short  of  the  Latitude  of  Albany.  That 
this  claim  is  ill  supported  we  think  will  appear  from  the  Grant  to  William 
Pen,  Esqr.  from  King  Cliarles  the  Second,  dated  the  4th  March  in  the 
33d  Year  of  his  Reign  wherein  that  Province  is  described  in  these 
words: 

"  All  that  Tract  or  Part  of  Land  in  America,  with  all  the  Islands 
therein  contain'd,  as  the  same  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  Delawar  River, 
from  twelve  Miles  distance  Northward  of  New  Castle  Town  unto  the 
three  and  fortieth  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  if  the  said  River  doth 
extend  so  far  Northwards:  But  if  tlie  said  River  shall  not  extend  so  far 
Nortliward  then  by  the  said  River  so  far  as  it  doth  Extend;  and  from  the 
head  of  the  said  River,  the  Eastern  bounds  are  to  be  determined  by  a 
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Meridian  Line  to  be  drawn  from  the  head  df  the  said  River,  unto  the 
said  three  and  fortieth  Dem-ee;  the  said  Land  to  extend  "Westward  ^\q 
Degrees  in  Longitude,  to  oe  computed  from  the  said  Eastern  Bounds. 
And  the  said  Lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  beginning  of  the 
three  and  fortieth  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude;  and  on  the  South  by  a 
circle  drawn  •at  twelve  Miles  distance  from  New  Castle  Northwards  and 
Westwards,  unto  the  begining  of  the  three  and  fortieth  Degree  of  North- 
ern Latitude,  and  then  by  a  streight  Line  Westwards,  to  the  Limits  of 
Longitude  above  mentioned/' 

Hence  it  is  Evident  that  that  Province  is  confined  in  Express  terms  to 
the  Beg^ining  of  the  three  and  fortieth  Degree  of  northern  Latitude:  and 
tho'  by  any  contest  of  Limits,  or  any  uncertainty  with  respect  to  the 
Southern  Boundary,  Pensilvania  when  extended  to  the  begining  of  the 
43d  Degree  may  not  comprehend  or  include  thrfee  degrees  of  Latitude, 
it  does  not  follow  that  the  boundary  should  be  extencfed  farther  north- 
ward than  it  is  expressly  limited  to.  Nor  ought  any  Explanation  of 
what  was  intended  at  the  time  of  the  Grant,  by  the  Begining  of  the  43<1 
Degree,  to  be  admitted  at  this  Day,  from  the  manifest  inconveni^cies 
that  must  now  attend  such  Explanation  if  allowed  of,  when  considerable 
Trat^ts  of  Land  have  been  granted,  and  are  now  possessed  by  Individu- 
als, as  lying  in  this  Province,  which  in  that  case  might  fall  within  the 
Proprietary  Government  of  Pensilvania. 

If  the  Proprietaries  persist  in  the  claim  of  three  degrees  of  Northern 
Latitude,  it  Y'^ill  be  necessary  that  this  disputed  Limit,  be  put  into  the 
same  Method  of  Devision  as  is  before  pomted  out  with  respect  to  the 
boundary  Line  between  New  York  jind  New  Jersey — Otherwise  a  Com- 
mission need  only  issue  for  fixing  the  Latitude,  and  running  the  Line. 

Having  suggested  whatever  occurs  to  us  on  the  Subject  of  the  Limits 
of  the  Province;  We  cannot  omit  a  few  remarks  on  the  claim  to  two 
very  large  Tracts  of  Land  in  this  Province,  set  up  by  John  Henry  Lidius, 
wh|^h  he  grounds  on  an  Indian  Debd  dated  in  1732,  signed  by  three  or 
more  Indians  belonging  to  the  §ix  Nations — and  a  grant  from  General 
Shirley  as  Governor  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  date<l,  as  is 
supposed,  in  1744,  reciting  the  said  Indian  Purchase,  and  also  reciting  an 
order  from  his  Majesty  to  Mr.  Shirley  to  enquire  into  the  validity  of  the 
said  Indian  Purcha.se,  and  if  found  to  have  been  made  bona  fide,  in  that 
case  directing  Mr.  Shirley  to  grant  the  Lands  included  therein  to  the 
said  John  Henry  Lidius. 

As  to  the  Indian  Deed,  we  must  observe  that  the  Indians  of  the  Six 
Nations,  at  the  time  of  this  transaction,  and  for  many  years  before,  laid 
no  claim  to  the  Lands  in  question,  nor  do  at  this  Da}r  to  the  Lands  bor- 
dering on,  or  adjoining  to  those  claimed  by  Mr.  Lidius:  nor  was  this 
I'urcfiiase  made  by  Lycence  from  the  Governor,  agreeable  to  the  invaria- 
ble custom  of  the  Government,  in  all  cases  where  the  Lands  are  claimed 
by  the  Indians. 

As  to  the  Grant,  the  Lands  described  therein  are  without  the  Limits 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  if  they  were  included  within  that  Province 
ought  by  the  charter  to  have  been  Granted  by  the  General  Court;  nor 
could  Mr.  Ledius,  as  he  declared,  produce,  nor  did  he  know  any  thing  of 
the  Order  in  Virtue  of  which,  Mr.  Shirley  is  said  to  have  made  this 
Grant  —  all  he  insisted  on  was,  that  the  Lands  lay  without  tlie  Limit**  of 
the  Province  of  New  York.  • 

The  Government  conceiving  his  claim  groundless,  and  finding  he  per- 
sisted therein:  that  he  had  by  his  own  confession  Surveyed  and  Granted 
Lea<*es  of  the  Premises  to  above  700  Persons;  t\^ho  if  once  Seated  would 
support  themselves  by  force,  which  might  in  the  end  occasion  bloodshed, 
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and  looking  upon  these  proceedings,  in  defience-  of  the  authority  of  Gov- 
ernment as  dangerous  to  the  community  ^therefore  Ordered  an  Informa- 
tion to  be  filed  —  against  the  said  John  Henry  Ledius,  and  he  is  under 
Prosecution  accordingly.  But  as  there  is  no  rand  for  defraying  any  Ex- 
pence  of  this  nature  and  the  Interest  of  the  crown  both  with  respect  to 
the  property  of  the  Soil,  &  its  Revenue  of  Quit-rents,  majr  by  this  and 
other  Claims  be  materially  affected,  "We  are  humbly  of  Opinion  it  would 
be  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  should  he  Permit  his  Governor,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Council,  to  draw  out  of  the  ftmd  of  the  Quit-rents,  such 
Sums  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  found  necessary  to  carry  on  with 
vigour  and  Eftect,  as  well  the  Prosecution  already  commenced  against 
the  said  John  Henry  Ledius,  as  all  other  Pei-secutions  which  shall  here- 
after be  commenced  by  order  of  the  Governor  in  council  against  any 
Intruder  on  the  orown  Lands  within  this  Province.* 

These  Observations  and  Remarks  which  we  only  offer  as  hints  for 
your  information,  "We  submit  to  your  Excellency,  confident  that  you  will 
dp  therein  whatever  shall  appear  most  for  the  benefit  and  Interest  of  the 
Colony.  Dan  Horsmanden, 

Jno.  "Watts, 
"Wm.  "Walton, 
Oliver  De  Lanoey, 

New  York,  26th  June,  1763.  Stirling. 

Lieutenant  Gov.  Oolden  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.* 

New  York,  September  26,  1763. 

My  Lordb:  —  Since  General  Monckton  left  this  Government,  I  have 
seen  the  Copy  of  a  representation  made  to  him  by  five  Gentlemen  of  the 
Council  relating  to  the  Boundaries  of  this,  BLis  Majesty's  Province, 
which  in  my  humble  opinion,  were  It  to  take  effect,  would  be  injurious  to 
His  Majesty's  rights  and  revenue;  and  therefore,  as  the  affairs  of  the 
colonies  may  probably  at  this  time  come  under  the  consideration  of  His 
Majesty's  Ministers,  and  this  representation  may  be  laid  before  them,  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  make  remarks  on  it,  to  show  the  mistakes  these  Gen- 
tlemen have  fallen  into.  ^ 

Had  I  been  apprised  of  it  before  it  was  made,  I  presume  I  should  have 
been  able  to  have  prevented  the  mistakes.  I  have  been  40  years  at  the 
Council  Board,  and  in  that  time  have  been  more  conversant  in  public 
affairs  than  any  man  now  living  in  this  province.  These  Gentlemen,  all 
of  them,  except  Mr.  Horsmanden,  have  nad  seats  only  a  few  years  at  the 
Council  Boarc^  and  it  is  impossible  they  can  be  ftdly  informed  without 
the  assistance  of  others.  They  have  neglected  likewise  to  consult  the 
Minutes  of  Council,  when  the  same  matter  had  been  formerly  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Council,  who  after  long  and  mature  deliberation 
and  after  consulting  the  principal  officers  of  Government,  and  every 
other  person  who  they  thought  could  inform  them,  came  to  resoljitions 
very  different  from  the  sentiments  of  these  Gentlemen,  as  will  appear  in 
the  Minutes  of  Council«of  the  18th  of  October,  1761,  and  more  mlly  and 
clearly  in  the  Minutes  of  the  2d  of  March,  1763.  I  had  likewise  the 
honor  to  write  toyour  Lordships'  predecessors  in  office  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, the  28th  of  February,  1761. 

*  For  a  further  account  of  these  spurious  claims  of  Lydius,  see  Early 
History  of  Vt ,  495-497. 

•  Col  Hist.  N.  Y.,  Vol.  vn,  662-^6. 
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The  motives  to  the  Representation  are  certainly  just,  viz  :  The  pre- 
venting tumults  and  disorders  on  the  Borders;  and  I  join  heartily  in 
opinion  with  them,  that  it  is  greatlj^  for  His  Majesty's  Interest  and  for 
the  benefit  of  this  and  the  neighboring  Colonies,  that  an  end  be  put  as 
soon  as  possible  to  these  Disputes;  but  at  the  same  time  I  hope  to  show, 
by  what  follows,  that  this  may  be  done  without  giving  up  His. Majesty's 
Rights  or  encouraging  Intrusions,  which  have  been,  made,  or  hereafter 
may  be  made  on  the  King's  lands,  and  without  in  the  least  distressing 
His  Majesty's  subjects  who  have  settled  on  these  lands  and  cultivated 
them. 

That  I  may  not  too  much  trespass  on  your  Lordships'  patience,  I  shall 
pass,  over  several  mistakes  in  this  Representation,  tliat  I  may  come  to 
the  principal  error  on  which  the  whole  is  founded  with  respect  to  the 
Massachusetts  Bay.    It  is  this: 

The  Gentlemen,  as  they  say,  "  have  been  informed  that  in  the  year 
"  1664  Commissioners  were  appointed  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  to 
"  settle  the  Boundaries  between  this  and  the  adjacent  colonies,  who  de- 
"  termined  that  a  line  parallel  to  Hudson's  River  at  twenty  miles  distance 
"from  it  on  the  east  side  thereof  should  divid^the  two  provinces  of  New 
"  York  and  Massachusetts  Bay  from  each  other,  to  which  the  Legislature 
"  of  the  latter  agreed,  as  appears  by  the  Record  of  this  Transaction  at 
"the  Plantation  Office.  But  this  settlement  was  never  carried  into 
"  efiect,  has  been  rejected  or  not  insisted  on  by  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 
"  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  Public  Records  or  Papers  here,  nor  was 
"  it  introduced  in  the  debates  on  this  subject  at  the  Congress  or  Meeting 
"  of  the  Comtnissioners  from  both  Provinces  at  Albany  m  the  year  175*, 
"  and  till  very  lately  hath  been  utterly  unknovm  to  us. '  *        # 

In  consequence  of  this  new  discovery  they  conclude,  that  a  line  at  90 
miles  distance  from  Hudson's  River  would  be  an  equitable  Boundary  not 
only  between  New  York  and  Massachusetts  Bay,  but  likewise  between 
New  York  and  New  Hampshire. 

There  is  great  reason  to  doubt  of  some  mistake  in  this  Information  — 
That  the  whole  of  that  settlement  of  Boundary  related  to  Connecticut 
only,  and  not  to  the  Massachusetts  Bay;  for  as  to  Connecticut  it  appears 
on  the  Records  of  New  T^rk,  but  in  no  shape  as  to  Massachusetts  Bay. 
It  is  unaccountably  oad,  if  this  information  be  true,  that  in  so  long  a 
time,  the  people  of  Massachusetts  Bay  should  at  no  time  avail  them- 
selves of  it:  unless  it  be  supposed  that  they  are  convinced  of  its  being 
now  of  no  lorce.  • 


*Nor  was  this  action  of  the  King's  Commissioners  of  1664  men- 
tioned in  the  debates  at  the  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  New  York  and  Massachusetts  at  New  Haven,  in  October,  1767, 
for  the  very  obvious  reason,  operating  on  both  occasions,  that  each  party, 
by  discarding  such  action,  hoped  to  extend  its  boundaries  beyond  the 
twenty  mile  line. — Jour,  of  N.  T.  Assembly  for  Nov.  25,  1767.  Early 
Hist  Vt,  38-42. 

*  The  statement  of  the  Council  in  their  reprQsentation  to  Gov.  Monck- 
ton  of  the  action  of  the  King's  Conunissioners  in  1664,  though  ques- 
tioned by  Lt.  Gov.  Colden,  was  correct.  The  boundary  between  New 
York  and  Connecticut  was  declared  by  the  written  award  of  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  4th  day  of  December  1664  to  be,  substantially  a  twenty 
mile  line  east  of  the  Hudson,  which  award  was  undei'stood  at  the  time  to 
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If  the  Equity  be  considered,  by  which  the  settlement  of  Boundary  was 
made  with  Connecticut,  it  will  appear,  that  the  Equity  did  in  no  manner 
extend  to  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Before  the  Duke  of  York  received  his  Grant,  and  while  the  Dutch  were 
in  possession  of  New  York,  the  people  of  Connecticut  had  their  princi- 
pal towns  and  settlements  on  the  West  side  of  Connecticut  River,  (which 
IS  the  Ea-stern  Boundary  of  the  Province  of  New  York,)  and  had  even 
extended  their  settlements  on  the  Sea  coast  within  ten  miles  of  Hudson's 
River;  but  the  Massachusetts  Bay  (as  I  have  been  informed  and  believe) 
had  made  no  settlements  so  for  West  as  Connecticut  River.*  It  was  in 
consideration  of  those  settlements  made  by  Connecticut  that  the  Bound- 
ar}'  between  New  York  and  Connecticut  was  fixed  at  twenty  miles  from 
Hudson's  Rivei*  reserving  however  to  Connecticut  all  the  settlements 
actuall;yr  made,  though  within  less  than  ten  miles  from  Hudson's  River; 
for  which  they  were  to  allow  an  Equivalent  in  the  inland  parts  where 
they  had  no  settlements.  By  this  Equivalent  the  distance  between  Hud- 
son's River  and  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  the  upper  parts  is  above 
twenty-two  miles.  The  not  considering  the  want  of  Equity  in  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  which  Connecticut  evidently  has,  produced  an  essential 
error  in  the  judgment  which  the  gentlemen  formed  of  this  matter.* 

be  applicable  to  the  whole  of  New  England,  as  appears,  among  other 
evidence,  by  a  letter  of  Col.  Richard  Nicolls,  who  was  the  Duke  of 
York's  governor  of  the  conquered  province,  and  one  of  the  King's  Com- 
missioners. In  writing  to  the  Duke  in  November,  1665,  he  says,  in  re- 
gard to  their  determination  of  the  boundary  by  the  Commissioners,  that 
it  "  was  a  leading  ca^e  of  equal  justice  and  of  great  good  consequence  in 
all  the  colonies,  and  therefore  we  were  assured  would  be  an  acceptable 
service  to  your  Royal  Highness,  though  to  the  diminution  of  your 
bounds;  so  that  to  the  East  of  New  York  and  HudsorCs  river  nothing  re- 
mains to  your  Ttoyal  Highness  except  Long  Island  and  about  twenty  miles 
from  any  part  of  Hudson^ s  Biver^—  Col.  History  of  N,  F.,  Vol.  iii,  p. 
106.  Smith's  N.  F.,  Vol.  i,  p.  36.  After  visiting  New  York  the  Com- 
missioners went  to  Massachusetts  and  inquired  into  the  limits  of  that 
province,  which  in  their  report  to  the  King  they  say  they  "  find  to  be 
.  Seconnett  Brook  on  the  South  "West  and  Merrimack  River  on  the  North 
East,  and  two  right  lines  drawn  from  each  of  those  two  places,  till  they 
come  within  twenty  miles  of  Hudson's  River^  for  that  is  already  planted 
and  given  to  his  Royal  Highness." — Col  History  N.  F.  Vol.  in,  p.  112. 

*  At  the  time  of  the  grant  of  New  Netherland  to  the  Duke  of  York  in 
1664,  settlements  had  been  made  under  Massachusetts  on  both  sides  of 
Connecticut  river.  Springfield  had  been  thus  occupied  twenty-eight 
years,  Northampton  ten,  and  both  Hadley  and  Hatfield  five  years. 
Grants  of  other  towns  west  of  the  river  had  been  made,  preparatory  to 
their  occupation,— Holland's  History  of  Western  Massachusetts^  Vol.  i, 
Chap,  n  &  m.     Vol.  n,  pp.  118,  244,  214,  229, 141. 

'Mr.  Colden,  while- professing  to  correct  mistakes  in  the  Report  or 
Gov.  Monckton's  Council,  not  only  foils  to  point  out  any,  but  falls  him- 
self into  those  which  are  fatal  to  his  own  argument.    He  overlooks  and 
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About  the  year  1676,  (if  I  mistake  not  the  year,)  the  charter  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  was  by  Decree  in  Chancery  declared  null  and  void.  This 
Decree  was  never  reversed  and  remains  in  force  at  this  day.  Thereby 
the  Duke's  title  to  the  lands  on  the  west  side  of  Connecticut  River  and 
to  the  Northward  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  became  indisputable;  and 
this  Decree  put  an  end  to  all  settlements  of  Boundary  with  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  if  any  there  were.  While  the  Duke  was  thus  seized  of  his 
Province  of  New  York  as  far  as  Connecticut  River,  he  succeeded  to  the 
Crown  of  England,  and  thereby  the  Province  of  New  York  became  part 
of  the  Crown  lands,  and  have  ever  since  passed  with  the  Crown.* 


ignores  the  decisive  fact  that  the  charters  by  the  crown,  of  both  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut,  were  previous  in  point  of  time  to  that  of  New 
York;  that  the  territory  described  in  each  extended  west  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  that  they  thus  had  a  prior  title  to  that  which  the  king  after- 
wards undertook  to  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York.  The  king's  charter  of 
Massachusetts,  in  confirmation  of  previous  grants,  bore  date  in  March, 
1628,  that  of  Connecticut,  April  22,  1662,  while  that  of  New  York  was 
not  issued  till  March  12,  \mi,—  Brodkead's  N.  F.,  pp.  189,  702,  735; 
Story  on  the  GonatituUony  Vol.  i,  pp.  46,  74,  98.  The  action  therefore  of 
the  king's  Commissioners  in  favor  of  a  line  to  the  west  of  Connecticut 
river  was  not,  as  stated  by  Mr,  Colden,  in  consequence  of  the  equitable 
claims  of  the  English  settlers  in  Connecticut,  but  in  accordance  with  the 
legal  rights  of  both  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  to  extend  west  to 
arid  beyond  Hudson's  river.  That  the  Duke's  grant  was  allowed  to  reach 
to  the  distance  of  twenty  miles  east  of  the  Hudson  to  save  the  equitable 
claims  of  the  Dutch  settlers  along  that  river,  was  more  than  the  Duke 
could  have  reasonably  expected.  It  was  justly  considered  by  the  Com- 
missioners as  rendering  "  an  acceptable  service  to  his  Royal  Highness," 
as  has  been  seen  in  a  previous  note  to  this  letter. 

*It  is  true  that  in  1684,  (not  1675  &s  Mr.  Colden  has  it,)  twenty  years 
after  the  action  of  the  king's  Commissioners  fixing  upon  a  twenty  mile 
line  from  the  Hudson  as  the  eastern  boundary  of  New  York  on  New 
England,  the  charter  of  Massachusetts  of  1628  was  vacated  and  annulled 
by  decree  of  the  English  court  of  chancery.  But  this  did  not  and  could 
not,  without  some  additional  acts  of  the  crown,  annihilate  the  province. 
It  changed  the  government  of  the  colony,  by  depriving  it  of  privQeges 
granted  by  charter,  and  placed  it  under  the  direct  control  of  the  king, 
but  did  not  in  any  way  affect  its  already  declared  boundaries,  or  those  of 
the  adjoining  province  of  New  York.  Besides,  the  western  extent  of 
Massachusetts  did  not  depend  alone  upon  this  charter  of  1628,  but  more 
directly  upon  a  previous  grant  which  remained  unimpaired.  King 
James  had,  on  the  3d  of  November,  1620,  granted  to  the  Council  of  Ply- 
mouth, a  corporation,  a  territory  under  the  name  of  New  England,  ex- 
*tending  from  the  40th  to  the  48th  degree  of  North  .latitude,  and  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  the  Council  of  Plymouth  in  March, 
1627,  had  sold  and  transferred  to  Sir  Henry  Roswell  and  his  associates 
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After  the  Revolution  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  obtained  a  new 
charter  from  King  William,  by  which  that  colony  is  to  extend  as  far 
westward  as  Connecticut  As  it  no  where  appears  that  the  king  had  any 
intention  to  grant  any  part  of  his  province  of  New  York  to  the  Colony 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  word  Connecticut  must  mean  the  Biver  Con- 
necticut; and  if  the  people  of  Massaclnllsetts  Bay  had  made  no  settlement 
at  that  time  on  the  "West  side  of  Connecticut  River,  as  I  am  confident 
they  had  not,  their  charter  can  receive  no  other  construction  either  in 
law  or  equity,  than  that  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  extends  as/ar 
westward  as  Connecticut  River^  ana  no  farther.  By  inspecting  any  Gen- 
eral Map  of  tiie  Northern  Colonies,  it  appears  that  the  Colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  cannot  be  bounded  to  the  W  estward  by  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut* 

In  my  humble  opinion  no  reason  of  any  weight  can  be  given,  why  the 
King  should  not  affirm  His  right  to  the  lands  on  the  West  side  of  *Con- 
necticut  River,  and  to  the  Northward  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
unless  it  be  that  many  families  who  have  unadvisedly  settled  on  the  West 
side  of  Connecticut  river,  would  thereby  be  ruined.  But  if  the  King 
.shall  think  fit  to  confirm  their  possessions  to  them,  on  their  paying  the 
Quit-rent  established  in  His  Province  of  New  York,  they  cannot  in  any 
shape  be  distressed,  or  have  any  just  reason  of  complaint. 


that  portion  of  its  territory  described  in  the  Massachusetts  charter  of 
1628,  and  of  which  transfer  thj^  charter  of  the  king  was  a  confirmation, 
with  the  addition  of  certain  powers  of  government  The  title  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  the  territory  was  complete  without  the  new  charter  from  the 
king,  and  remained  valid  after  that  had  been  vacated.  On  the  strength 
of  this  title  from  the  Council  of  Plymouth,  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
after  the  revolution,  instituted  proceedings  against  New  York  before^  a 
court  constituted  under  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  rather  than 
risk  a  contest  with  regard  to  its  validity,  the  State  of  New  York  relin- 
quished to  Massachusetts  about  six  millions  of  acres  of  land  lying  to  the 
southward  of  lake  Ontario,  comprising  a  territory  equal  in  extent  to  the 
present  entire  State  of  Massachusetts. — Story  on  the  Constitution^  Vol. 
I,  pp.  44-54;  Jcmr.  N,  Y,  Assembly^  Nov.  26,  1767;  Jour,  Cong.  Oct  8, 
1787;  Street's  N.  T.  Coiincil  of  Revision,  154-156,  note. 

*Mr.  Colden  is  correct  in  saying  that  Massachusetts  could  not  be 
bounded  west  by  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  The  natural  meaning 
of  the  language  of  the  charter  of  King  William  as  quoted,  and  italicised 
by  him,  by  which  Massachusetts  is  declared  "  to  extend  as  far  Westward 
as  Connecticut,'^'  would  seem  to  be  that  it  should  reach  as  far  west  as  Con- 
necticut did,  that  is,  to  the  twenty  mile  line  from  the  Hudson,  which  was 
then  understood  to  be  the  eastern  boundary  of  New  York.  The  idea  of 
interpolating  the  word  river  to  give  the  language  a  different  meaning 
appears  quite  far-fetched.  At  the  date  of  King  William's  charter  in 
1691  there  were  several  settlements  under  Massachusetts  to  the  west- 
ward of  Connecticut  river,  besides  those  mentioned  in  a  former  note. 
Westfield,  ten  miles  vest  of  the  river,  had  been  occupied  from  1666 — 
twenty-five  years. — Holland'^  Western  Mass.,  Vol.  i,  Chap,  m  &  iv. 
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As  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  is  bounded  to  the  Westward  by 
the  Eastern  boundary  of  His  Majesty's  other  governments,  the  Governor 
of  New  Hampshire  can  have  no  pretence  for  extending  his  claim  on  the 
West  side  of  Connecticut  River,  which  is  the  boundary  Eastward  there 
of  the  Province  of  New  York;  especially  after  repeated  remonstrances 
had  been  made  Xo  him  by  the  Government  of  New  York  on  this  head. 
Notwithstanding  of  this  tlie  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  continues  to 
grant  lands  far  to  the  Westward  of  Connecticut  River,  to  numbers  of 
people  who  make  a  job  of  them,  by  selling  shares  in  the  neighboring 
Colonies,  and  have  even  attempted  it  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  per- 
haps with  success.  The  Quit-rents  in  New  Hampshire,  as  I  am  informed, 
are  much  lower  than  in  New  York,  and  this  is  made  use  of,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  purcha.se  under  New  Hampshire,  rather  than  settle  under  New 
York  grants.  • 

The  most  surprising  part  of  the  Representation  of  these  Gentlemen  is, 
that  they  should  propose  a  saving  only  of  the  Grants  in  New  York  which 
extend  above  twenty  miles  from  Hudson's  River  and  were  made  before 
the  second  charter  to  Massachusetts  Bay,  when  it  is  clear  that  the  second 
charter  cannot  extend  beyond  Connecticut  River,  and  it  is  not  so,  that 
the  first  did  not. 

In  the  last  place  I  cannot  conceive  on  what  principles  of  Justice,  Pol- 
icy or  Public  Utility  these  Gentlemen  advise  the  settling  the  boundary 
between  his  Majsty's  Province  of  New  York,  and  the  Colonies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  and'  New  Hampshire,  at  twenty  miles  east  from  Hudson's 
River.  • 

If  all  the  lands  in  the  province  of  New  York  from  twenty  miles  of 
Hudson's  river  to  Connecticut  river  were  given  up,  the  Crown  would  be 
deprived  of  a  Quit-rent  amounting  yearly  to  a  large  sum,  in  my  opinion 
greater  than  the  amount  of  all  the  Quit-rents  of  the  whole  that  would 
remain  and  is  now  received. 

The  New  England  Governments  are  formed  on  republican  principles, 
and  these  principles  are  zealously  inculcated  on  their  youth,  in  opi>osi- 
tion  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of  Great  Britain.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  New  York,  on  the  contrary,  is  established,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  after  the  model  of  the  English  Constitution.  Can  it  then  be  good 
Policy  to  diminish  the  extent  of  Jurisdiction  in  His  Majesty's  Province 
of  New  York,  to  extend  the  power  and  infiuence  of  the  others  ?* 

The  commerce  of  the  Inhabitants  on  the  East  side  of  the  Hudson's 
river,  to  a  great  extent  Eastward,  probably  as  far  as  Connecticut  river, 
is  with  the  Towns  on  Hudson's  river  ;  it  must  then  be  extremely  incon- 
venient to  them  to  be  under  different  laws,  different  jurisdictions  and 
different  currencies  of  money. 


*  This  paragraph  in  Lt.  Gov.  Colden's  letter,  founded  as  it  wa«  on  un- 
deniable facts,  doubtless  furnishes  the  key  to  the  motive  under  which,  in 
Jifly  following,  the  territory,  now  Vermont,  was  separated  by  the  crown 
from  New  Hampshire  and  annexed  to  New  York.  The  English  Minis- 
try had  announced  their  intention  to  raise  a  revenue  by  taxing  the  colo- 
nies, and  were  preparing  their  measures  for  that  purpose.  They  were 
desirous  of  circumscribing  within  as  narrow  limits  as  possible,  the  stub- 
born republican  spirit  of  New  England,  from  which  they  anticipated  the 
most  determined  opposition.  Hence  republican  New  Hampshire  was 
diminished,  for  the  enlargement  of  aristocratic  New  York. 
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I  have  no  objections  to  the  observations  the  Grentlemen  have  made  as 
to  the  boundary  of  this  Province  Westward,  and  I  join  heartily  with 
them  in  recommending  a  proper  fund  to  be  established  for  recovering 
His  Majesty's  Rights  from  all  Intruders.  It  appears  by  the  King's  In- 
structions to  his  Governor  of  this  Province,  that  His  Majesty  has  been 
informed  of  great  Intrusions  on  His  Rights  by  private  persons,  and  the 
Governor  is  directed  to  take  all  legal  means  for  recovering  of  the  King's 
Rights.  But  this  cannot  be  done  without  great  expense  at  Law,  K)r 
which  there  is  the  greater  reason  that  provision  be  made,  because  no 
Officer  can  do  his  duty  without  incurring  the  resentment  of  rich  and 
powerful  families. 

I  am,  with  great  submission,  My  Lords, 

Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

Cadwallader  Golden. 
To  the  Bight  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  \ 
for  Trade  and  Plantations.  ) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


INDEX. 


Abeel,  David,  220,  240,  266-7,  372, 
382-3;  Garret  and  James,  4S1. 

Abbott,  Col.  John,  212—Letter  of— 
to  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Yan  Rens- 
selaer, 217. 

Act  empowering  the  Governor  to 
raise  men  to  assist  the  sheriffs, 
295 ;  enabling  the  Governor  and 
Council  to  pardon  certain  per- 
sons, 331 ;  appointing  commiss- 
ioners to  negotiate  with  New 
York,  486;  accepting  and  rati- 
fying the  act  of  the  New  York 
Commissioners,  496. 

Action  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Vermont  noted :  June,  1778, 
25;  Feb.  1779,  26,  38;  Oct  1779, 
30;  March,  1780,42;  Oct  1780, 
44-46,  66,  68,  69;  Novr.  1780, 
78-80;  Feb.  1781,  46,  98-101; 
April  1781,  48, 106;  June  1781, 
138,  140;  Oct  1781,  186-189; 
Feb.  1782,  244-250;  June  1782, 
276-580,  295;  Oct  1782,  306- 
308  ;  Feb.  1783,  328-334  ;  Oct 
1783,  399-404;  Feb.  1784,  404, 
405,  407,  408;  Maich  1784,409- 
412;  Oct  1784,  422-425;  June 
1785;  426-431;  Oct.  1785,  429- 
432;  Oct.  1786,  440^443;  Feb. 
1787,  445-449;  Oct  1787,  465- 
468;  Oct  1788,  479,  480;  Oct 
1789,  483-487;  Oct.  1790, 496-98 

Action  of  Governor  and  Council 
noted;  letter  to  Washington, 
March,  1779,  36;  appeal  to  the 
candid  world,  Dec.  1779,  30; 
•  Feb.  1780,  42;  June,  July  and 
October,  1780,  43;  Dec.  1780, 
46;  March,  1780,  47,  48;  May, 
1780,  49;  Oct  1780,  66;  Nov. 

1780,  73;  June,  1781, 139;  Dec. 

1781,  211,  216,  221;  Jan.  1782, 
231;    March,  1782,  253;    Majr, 


1782, 272;  June,  1782, 274;  Aug. 

1782,  295;  Jan.  1783,  315;  Feb. 

1783,  328,  331;  Oct  17aS,  402; 
Feb.  1784,  408;  March,  1784, 
410,  411;  April,  1784,  411,  413; 
Oct  1784, 424,  425;  June,  1785, 
428;  Oct  1786,  440,  441;  Feb. 
1787,  449;  March,  1789,  482. 

Adams,  John,  24. 

Addison  Coimty  divided,  465. 

Adherents  to  Vermont  in  the  West 
Union  rewarded,  445;  to  New 
York  in  Windham  County  re- 
warded,437. 

Affidavit  ofDavidAbeel,  266;  Thos. 
Baker  and  David  Lamb,  299; 
Joel  Bigelow,  297;  Majors  Wm. 
Shattudc  and  Henry  Evans, 
299. 

Affidavits  referred  to:  Baker's  and 
Lamb's,  Bigelow's,  Shattuck's 
and  Evans's,  Oliver  Lovewell's 
and  William  Houghton's,  328; 
Abeel's  and  Edgar's,  220,  240, 
256-7,  372,  382-3. 

Albany,  (N.  Y.)  285,  288,  291  490, 
49*1,  506 ;  alarmed,  170,  262-3. 

Albany  County,  24. 

Alexander,  Wm.,  see  Lord  Sterling. 

Allen,  Maj.  Ebenezer,  61,  69,  78, 
m— Letters  of— to  Col.  Web- 
ster, 72;  to  Capt  Jesse  Saflford, 
75. 

Allen,  Ethan,  3, 5-9, 27, 37, 52-3, 59, 
61, 63-4, 68-70, 73, 76, 79-81, 101, 
104, 106-7, 110, 113, 116-16, 118, 
120,  122,  124,  130,  132,  135-7, 
142-3, 162, 166, 168, 184, 200-01, 
219,  231,  253,  256,  271,  275-6, 
284-6,  288, 296-301, 372,  375-78, 
383-5,  388,  390-91.  449;  report 
against  the  first  East  Union, 
'M;  trial  on  charges  of  William 
Hutchins,  78 ;  his  commission 
to  enforce  the  laws  in  Windham 

•      County,  296;  commission  exe- 
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cuted,  297.  Ethan  [and  Iral 
Allen's  Defense  of  the  East  and 
West  Unions,  ^1.  Ethan  Al- 
len's Ms.  Papers,  extracts  from, 
38,  63,  71,  84,131,  213,  219,  231, 
297-299.  Defense  of  the  Pol- 
icy of  Vermont  in  the  contro- 
versy with  New  York  and  the 
Haldimand  negotiation,  419t 
Thos.  Kowley's  verses  on.  420. 
Letters  of — to  Gen.  WasMng- 
ton,  38,  ()4;  to  Major  Carleton, 
71;  to  Col.  Webster,  71,  72;  to 
Gen.  Stark,  84;  to  President  of 
Congress,  104;  to  Gen.  Schuy- 
ler, 131;  to  Gen.  Haldimand, 
275. 

All«  n,  Hebar,  119. 

Allen,  Heman,  xiv,  xx,  22. 

Allen,  Ira,  xv,  xvii,  xxi,  xxvii,  3, 
7, '8,  9,  26,  33,  44,  48,  70,  73,  83, 
89,  94,  97,  99, 104, 107, 108,  112, 
113-14-15-16,  118,  119,  120,  123, 
124-5-6-7,  132, 1.34-138,  141-144, 
148-150,  152,  154-5,  159,  162- 
165,  168,  174,  176,  178-9,  186, 
188, 190, 193,  201,  203,  210,  212, 
213,  218,  221-2,  227,  231,  242, 
249,  253,  256-7,  271,  275-277, 
281,  283,  289,  293,  295,  306-7, 
315,  327,  330,  371,  374-378,  385, 
386,  391,  402,  425-429,  440-441, 
465-6,  479-80,  485-6,  496.  In- 
terview with  British  Commis- 
sioners, 109-119.  Keport  on 
his  mission  to  Quebec  relative 
to  trade  with  Canada  and  Eu- 
rope, 426.  His  History  of  Ver- 
mont quoted,  8,  62,  72,  97, 102, 
118  134,  172,  173,  336,  382. 
Title-page  to  Miscellaneous  Re- 
marks of,  (in  lieu  of  the  title 
on  113th  page  of  vol.  i.,)  xxvi. 
Xetters  of — to  British  Commis- 
sioners, 121,  190;  to  Mjg.  Ler- 
noult,  128, 129;  to  Gen.  Haldi- 
mand, 142, 283;  to  Col.  Thomas 
Lee,  210. 

Allen,  Levi,  441,  445. 

Allen,  Parmerlee,  140. 

Alexander,  lieut.  John,  and  ensign 
Jonathan,  4.38. 

Alliance  and  Confederation  with 
New  York  and  New  England 
States  invited,  34,  82,  84^. 

Alstead,  N.  H.,  224. 


Amherst,  Lord,  365. 

Amnesty,  general,  granted,  100. 

Arlington,  x,  62,  iSs,  214,  216,  272, 
497. 

Armistice  between  Vermont  and 
Gen.  Haldimand,  66, 118. 

Arms,  Josiah,  439. 

Arnold,  Benedict,  77, 116, 199;  Jon- 
athan, 323,  328,  479,  484. 

Arthur,  John,  481. 

Articles  of  East  and  West  Unions, 
187. 

Ashcroft,  Capt  Daniel,  438. 

Avery,  Samuel,  303. 

B. 

Bache,  Theophilact,  481. 

Baker,  Capt.  Thomas,  299,  438. 

Ballstown,  N.  Y.,  51. 

Bard,  John  jr.,  and  Samuel,  481. 

Barden,  Edmund,  481. 

Barlow,  Aaron,  427,  484. 

Barnard,  36. 

Barrett,  James,  vi ;  John,  428,  440. 

Bartlett,  Josiah,  224. 

Bayley,  Gen.  Jacob,  xx,  xxviii,  82, 
178,  409.— Xctter  o/  to  Presi- 
dent Weare,  81. 

Beatty,  John,  414,  416. 

Beckwith,  Lieut,  351. 

Beeckman,  Mary,  481. 

Bedle,  Col.  Timothy,  48,  267,  273. 

Bellows,  Col.  Benjamin,  95-6, 106, 
112, 143.  Jjttter  of— to  Prest. 
Weare,  226. 

Benedict,  George  G.,  vi. 

Bennington,  17,  66,  69,  73, 116, 119, 
122, 142, 160,  202,  209,  211,  216, 
244,  247,  271,  286,  404^,  408, 
431   497  498. 

Benson,  Robert,  258,  302,  496;  Eg- 
bert, 470-71,  490-91,  496. 

Berkshire  county,  Mass.,  51, 67, 171, 
224. 

Bethel,  36,  75. 

Betterment  or  Quieting  act,  430. 

Bettys,  [probably  Josepn,  executed 
as  a  spy,  in  1782,]  262. 

Bigby,  Samuel,  438.--See  Bixby.  • 

Bigelow,  Joel,  297,  302,  438. 

Biglow,  William  and  Jotham,  406. 

Biuings,  Samuel,  43. 

Bishop  and  Brummell,  365. 

Bixby,  Samuel,  299. — See  Bigby, 

Bleeker,  John,  160. 
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Bliss,  Orville  S.,  vi. 

Blodgett,  William,  letter  of^  to  Gov. 
Chittenden,  474 

Board  of  War,  38,  44-5,  48, 249, 253, 
329;  resolution  of,  247. 

Bogart,  Nicholas  C,  481. 

Bond,  George,  156-7, 164,  328. 

Boston  traders  and  noblesse,  194, 

Boudinot,  Elias,  157,  312. 

Boundary  Questions,  (not  Indepen- 
dence) submitted  to  Congress, 
100;  questions  of  created,  to  be 
referred  to  congress,  203;  boun- 
dary established  between  New 
York  and  Vermont,  497 ;  early 
eastern  bound  VY  of  New  York, 
499. 

Bowker,  Joseph,  44,  246. 

Boyd,  Robert,  481. 

Bradford,  Dr.  P.  D.,  vi. 

Bradley,  Lieut,  355. 

Bradley,  Stephen  R.,  xxvii,  33,  79, 
94,  154-5,  278-9,  314,  400,  402, 
405,  421,  429,  479,  484,  486,  49(>. 

Brant.  Captain  Joseph,  290;,   342, 

Brattleborough,  24,  27,  31, 101,  270, 
273,  277-8,  286,  295,  303,  405-407. 

Brewster,  Capt.  Ebenezer,  48; , 

178. 

Bridgeman,  John,  313, 405, 406;  Or- 
lando, 406. 

Brownson,  Col.  Timotliy,  7,  8,  44, 
99,  115,  135,  144,  220,  307,  329, 
447,  484;  Capt.  (Maj.)  Gideon, 
133,  249. 

Brush,  Alexander,  407. 

Bullock,  Shubael,  409. 

Burgoyne,  Gen.,  116, 124,  202. 

Burnet,  Capt.  354. 

Burt,  Joseph,  letter  of^  to  President 
Weare,  225. 

Butler,  Col.  363;  James  Davie,  v. 

Butt€rfield,  Benjamin,  439. 

c. 

Cabinet,  British,  conciliatoi^  pol- 
icy of,  in  1778-1779^  9  to  15  ; 
extract  of  speech  of  Lord  North 
on,  10-12;  action  of  the  House 
of  commons  and  lords  on,  12; 
*  peace  commissioners  appoint- 
ed, 12;  powers  of  commission- 
ers, 13;  repelled  by  congress, 
14;    appeal  by  commissioners 


from  congress  to  the  American 
provinces,  15;  extract  from 
speech  of  Lord  George  Ger- 
maine,  15. 

Caldwell,  Capt.,  304;  Caldwell,  Jo- 
seph, 188. 

Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  102, 121, 130. 

Campbell,  Brig.  Gen.,  350, 852;  Col. 
John,  356,  361. 

Canada  Papers,  3. 

Carleton,  Maj.  Charles,  6, 51, 53, 69, 
70,  72,  73,  75, 142.  Letter  of,  to 
Ethan  Allen,  70. 

Carleton,  Sir  Guy,  202,  291,  308, 
348-9,445,465;  instructions  to, 
281. — ^[See  Lord  Dorchester.] 

Carleton,  Lieut.  Col.,  292,  350,  353, 
361. 

Carpenter,  Asaph,  409;  Col.  Benja- 
min, 112,  313  ;  Cyrel,  409  ;  Ed- 
ward, 406,  409. 

Carroll,  Daniel,  157,  220,  259,  310. 

Carlisle,  Capt.,  225.  • 

Castleton,  38-9,  43,  68-9,  115,  119, 
168, 195,  496. 

Certificates  for  the  protection  of  Ira 
Alien,  135, 144. 

Chamberlain,  Joseph,  409. 

Chandler,  rThoraas,]  xx,  244-^,  248. 

Chapman,  Henry,  481. 

Charles  II.,  King,  grant  by  of  New 
York  to  James,  Duke  of  York, 
501,  503,  506. 

Charlestown,  N.  H.,  Convention, 
xxvii,  97,  111;  Vermont  Assem- 
bly at,  185-6,  220,  377;  55,  li>3, 
213. 

Charlotte,  county  of,  23,  24. 

Cheshire,  N.  H.,  county  of,  97, 137, 
213. 

Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  224,  226. 

Childs,  Major,  81, 178. 

Chipman,  Daniel,  375,  430, 448,  470, 
471, 478;  extracts  from  his  Life 
of  Nathaniel  Chipman,  377-387, 
43(M31,  and  Memoir  of  Chit- 
tenden, 448. 

Chipman,  Dr.  Lemuel,  480. 

Chipman,  Nathaniel,  193,  307,  328, 
375,  378,  387,  405,  429,  431-2, 
•  469-471,486,496,498.  Letter  of , 
to  Alexander  Hamilton,  471. 

Chittenden  County  formed,  465. 

Chittenden,  Governor  Thomas,  xx, 
xxi,  3,  5,  6,  7,  26,  27,  29,  30, 
32,  34,  47,  65,  92, 102, 103, 104, 
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109, 112,  116, 118, 120, 124, 135, 
136, 137, 142,  144,  149, 168, 160, 
162, 176, 178, 190, 193,  212,  213, 
218,  221,  223,  230,  242,  244,  247, 
271,  283, 284,  286,  293,  296,  312- 
316,  326,  328,  334,  370,  372,  375, 
377-8,  385-7,  401,  406,  412,  41^, 
421,  430-32,  443,  466,  479,  480, 
483,  484.  Message  of  to  gene- 
ral assembly,  44;  tart  remon- 
strance of  to  congress,  316-324  • 
proclamation  for  observance  or 
laws,  against  treason,  &c.,  26, 
and  on  the  Shays  rebellion,  446; 
address  to  the  people  of  Yt.  443; 
speech  on  retiring  from  office 
in  1789, 484;  address  to  on  that 
occasion,  485.  Lettera  of — to 
Gen.  Washington,  36,  91,  133, 
199,  254;  to  president  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Council,  30;  to  Col. 
Van  Schaick,  41;  to  Giles  Wol- 
cotL  43;  to  Maj.  Goodrich,  47; 
to  Gov.  George  Clinton  of  New 
York,  34.  51, 67, 82;  to  Govern- 
or Trumbull  of  Connecticut,  34, 
84;  to  Governor  Hancock  of 
Massachusetts,  34,  86,  412;  to 
the  Governor  of  Rhode  Island, 
34;  to  General  Haldimand,  63, 
64,  66;  to  Gen.  John  Stark, 
204,  216;  to  Maj.  Gen.  Elisha 
Payne,  214;  to  Stephen  R. 
Bradley,  314;  to  the  president 
of  congress,  29, 32, 315, 328, 414; 
to  Capt.  Van  Rensselaer,  369; 
to  John  Bridgman,  406. 

Church,  Ensign  Reuben,  438:  Col. 
Timothy,  274,  296, 300, 303, 313, 
314,  321,  322,  329,  332,  334,  399, 
40i;  406,  438,  439. 

Clark,  Abraham,  269, 310;  Col.  Geo. 
Rogers,  290,  342,  344,  345,  444; 
Maj.  Gen.,  349;  Maj.  Isaac,  8, 
71,  72, 107 ;  Rev.  Thomas,  481; 
Henry,  v,  vi;  Nathan,  xx. 

Clay,  James,  xxii,  97. 

Cleaveland,  John  R.,  vi. 

Cleve,  Captain,  351,  352. 

Clinton,  !Brig.  Gen.  James,  xxviii, 
37, 51, 170.  Letters  qf-^to  Gov. 
Clinton,  54,  80, 109. 

Clinton,  George,  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Province  of  New  York, 
503. 

Clinton,  George,  Governor  of  New 


York,  24,  25,  27,  28,  30,  36,  60, 
61,  66, 83, 103, 112, 120, 132, 184, 
220,  240,  250,  274,  286,  287,  302, 
308,  313,  314,  322,  334,  371,  372, 
373,  383,  399,  413,  469,  478. 
Proclamation  against  Vermont, 
24;  threatens  to  prorogue  the 
assembly  of  New  York,  35, 103; 
compliment  to  Vermont,  61; 
message  to  the  assembly  on 
treason  in  Vermont,  256;  and 
on  trouble  in  Windham  Coun- 
ty^ 413 ;  instructions  to  CoL 
Timothy  Church,  274;  objects 
to  the  act  of  New  "York  em- 
powering commissioners  to  ne- 
fotiate  with  Vermont,  491. 
fetters  of — to  Gen.  Schuyler, 
61,  130;  to  Gen.  Washington, 
60, 51, 52, 53, 66, 240  ^to  Stephen 
Lush,  78;  to  James  Duane,  103; 
to  Gen.  Stark,  169, 170;  to  Brig. 
Generals  Van  Rensselaer  and 
Gansevoort,  311 ;  to  Gen.  Haldi- 
numd,  240;  to  Chas.  Phelps  for 
compulsory  measures  ac^nst 
Vermont,  270;  more  moderate- 
advice,  287;  to  adherents  to 
New  York  in  Windham  Coun- 
ty, 25,  27,  302;  to  Gen.  Ganse- 
voort, 370;  to  congress,  25,  27, 
28,  31,  302,  313,  314,  334,  413. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  6,  13,  14,  119, 
257,  262.  His  opinion  of  Ver- 
mont, 192.  Letters  of— to  Gren. 
Haldimand,  145,  163,  182,  192, 
198,  263,  339,  341,  346,  368. 

Clymer,  George,  259. 

Cockburn,  William,  481. 

Coining  of  money  authorized,  427. 

Colden,  Cadwallader,  xi,  16,  17,  20, 
499,  500,  506-511.  Letter  of— 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  1763, 
605. 

Collamer,  Jacob,  vi. 

Collections  of  Vermont  Historical 
Society,  vol.  i.,  vindicated,  vii- 

XXV. 

Collisions  in  the  West  Union,  209- 
213,  216-219;  in  East  Union, 
213-215,  221-227. 

Commission  of  Vermont  delegates 
to  congress,  141. 

Commissioners,  British  Peace,  ap- 
pointed, 12;  Gen.  HaldimandX 
to  negotiate  with  Vermont,  89; 
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Vermont,  appointed,  73;  re- 
porta  of  Gen.  Haldimand's,  148- 
150, 178, 190, 194 ;  they  propose 
that  Vermont  declare  itself  a 
British  province,  which  the 
Vermont  commissioners  de- 
cline, 172;  Gen.  Haldimand's 
commissioners  insist  that  he 
shall  issue  a  proclamation  to 
that  effect,  which  the  Vermont 
commissioners  objected  to,  but 
finally  assented,  172-174,  178: 
form  of  proclamation  proposed 
by  Gen.  Haldimand,  lol;  com- 
missioners appointed  by  Ver- 
mont to  treat  with  New  York 
and  New  Hampshire  on  bound- 
aries, 188,  259;  appointed  by 
New  York  to  negotiate  with 
Vermont,  and  letter  of  to  Gov. 
Chittenden,  483;  and  by  Ver-* 
mont,  486;  Vermont  and  New 
York,  correspondence  of,  487- 
494;  consent  of  New  York  to 
the  admission  of  Vermont  to 
the  union,  494;  Vermont,  re- 
port of  to  the  general  assembly, 
496.  Letters  of  Oen,  Haldi' 
mand^s  commissioners  —  to  Ira 
Allen,  250;  to  Vermont  com- 
missioners, 263,  267;  to  Gen. 
Haldimand,  reports,  109-29, 136, 
148-150,  178,  190,  194;  their 
opinion  of  Vermont,  150,  382. 

Committee,  Grand,  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  and  Assembly  es- 
tablished, to  settle  disagree- 
ments between  the  two  houses, 
404;  proceedings  in,  186,  399, 
401,  410,  479,  480,  484-487. 

Committee  of  Publication,  Vt.  Hist 
Society,  3,  4,  499 ;  Committees 
of  the  Society,  vi. 

Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceed- 
ings in,  98,  99, 186,  244. 

Common  Law  of  England  adopted 
by  Vermont,  280,  448. 

Completeness  of  the  Haldimand  Pa- 
pers on  the  negotiation,  392. 

Conally,  Mr.,  343. 

Confederation,  third  and  ninth  arti- 
cles of,  obstacles  to  Vermont, 
432,  463. 

Congress,  warned  of  the  overtures 
made  bv  British  agents  to  Ver- 
mont, 9;  rejects  the  British 
66 


Peace  Commissioners,  14;  ap- 
pe^s  of  Vermont  to,  from  1776 
to  1781,  22-34;  Vermont  Ag- 
en^  withdraw  from,  their  rep^ 
to  its  secretary,  34;  adverse  to 
Vermont,  22-34,  103,  309-312, 
323-4;  favorable  to  Vermont, 
67,  93,  157,  167,  265,  269,  334, 
415-419;  instructions  of  to  com- 
mittee, 164;  resolutions  settling 
boundaries  of  Vermont  and 
threatening  force  in  case  of 
non-compbance^  243,  311;  res- 
olutions preliminary  to  recog- 
nition of  Vermont,  269;  gave 
no  aid  to  insurgents  in  Wind- 
ham county,  303;  accepted  New 
York's  cession  of  western  lands, 
304;  temper  of  against  Ver- 
mont, 309;  debate  in,  310;  res- 
olutions against  Vermont,  312; 
Rhode  Island  and  New  Jersey 
alone  support  Vermont  in,  312; 
reception  of  Vermont's  remon- 
strance, 823, 324;  report  of  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  Vermont,  334, 
415-419;  obstacles  in  to  the 
recognition  of  Vermont,  and 
schemes  for  the  recognition  of 
new  States,  433-436.  Agents  of 
Vermont  to,  elected,  30-33, 231, 
306,  403,  424,  429,  441,  479,  487; 
instructions  to,  248,  306,  479; 
ma<le  plenipotentiaries,  306. 
Delegates  to,  from  Vermont, 
elected,  138,  249,  329,  402,  424; 
commission  to,  141. 

Connecticut,  268,  269, 499,  600,  602, 
507-509. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
influence  of  its  adoption  upon 
Vermont.  468;  adopted  by  Ver- 
montj  498. 

Constitution  of  Vermont,  adoption 
and  promulgation  of,  24;  act  of 
assembly  of  1782  establishing, 
277;  notes  on  that  and  similar 
acts  in  1779  and  1787  establish- 
ing, 277,  429,  448.  Provisions 
of  cited — as  to  legislative  pow- 
er, 277;  as  to  election  of  dele- 
gates to  congress,  402;  on  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  the  Governor 
and  Council,  411;  as  to  .courts 
and  bankrupts,  422;  as  to  pub- 
lic  acts,    430.      Eevised   and 
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amended,  first  Constitutional 
Convention,  440. 

Controversy  between  Now  York 
and  Vermont  prior  to  1711, 16- 
21;  statement  of  and  resolu- 
tions on  bv  Xew  York,  205-207; 
settlement  of,  449-404,  408-406. 

Conventions — at  Windsor,  22;  Wal- 
pole,  N.  H.,  Or>;  Charlestow^n, 
N.  H.,  97;  Cornish,  K.  II.,  98; 
Cambridge,  K.  Y.,  102,  121; 
first  Constitutional  Convention 
at  Manchester,  440;  Vermont 
Convention  to  adopt  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States, 
498. 

Cord, ,  199. 

Cornish  (N.  H.)  Convention,  98. 

Cornwallis,  Lord,  188, 191, 192, 194, 
195,198,204,230,251,308. 

Correspondence  of  British  officers 
with  Gen.  Ualdimand,  not  con- 
cerning Vermont,  339-366. 

Correspondence  of  New  York  and 
Vermont  commissioners  on  set- 
tlement of  the  controversv,  487- 
494. 

Council  of  Censors,  first,  431,  432. 

Council  of  New  York,  report  of,  on 
boundaries  in  1763, 499;  of  Ply- 
mouth, (England,)  xxvii,  508-9. 

Country,  condition  of,  March  1779 
to  May  1781,  3.5-41. 

Courts  in  Rutland  and  Windsor 
counties,  attempts  to  break  up, 
443. 

Cozine,  John,  481. 

Crachan,  Mr.,  343. 

Craigcroft,  Major,  342. 

Cra^vford,  Col.  (William,)  290,  363. 

Creditors  of  Vermont  required  to 
present  claims  or  be  forever  bar- 
red, 441. 

Crosby,  Lieut.  Isaac,  438. 

Crown  Point,  N.  Y.,  6,  52,  68,  69, 
70,  72,  73,  75, 101, 116, 131,  132, 
168, 176, 180,  201,  202. 

Cruger,  Nicholas,  481. 

Cumberland  [Windham]  County, 
23,  25,  29,  31,  95,  97,  210,  241, 
274,  287;  aflfidavits  concerning 
events  in,  297-302;  dissatisfac- 
tion in  with  New  York,  18; 
with  Vermont,  24, 196;  hostili- 
ty to  Vermont  in,  272, 273,  286, 
287;  authority  of  Vermont  en- 


forced in,  279, 280, 295-302, 308; 
pardon  to  citizens  of  authoriz- 
ed, 331,  401;  insurrection  in, 
313-315;  suppressed,  399-402, 
404,  405,  409-412,  423,  424. 

Curtis,  Elijah,  409. 

Curtiss,  Abel,  231, 253, 276, 307, 330. 

Cutler,  Thomas,  97. 

Cypher,  letter  in,  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton to  •Gen.  Haldimand,  339; 
translation  of,  341. 

D. 

Dana,  John  W.,  246. 
Danier,  Lieut,  364. 
Danilson,  Lieut  Daniel,  438. 
Danville,  origin  of  name  of,  449. 
Dartmouth,  Lord,  292,  348.  349. 
Davis,  Cap t,  225;  ,  Sir  Henry 

Clinton's  messenger,  254. 
Day,  Maj.  Elkanah,  97,  303;  Luke, 

44(3. 
Dawson,  Henry  B.,  xxvii;  reply  to 

strictures  of,  \ii-xxv. 
Defense  of  JJast  and  West  Unions, 

231. 
De  Grasse,  Admiral,  190. 
De  Lancey,  Oliver,  605. 
Delaware.  268. 
De  Peyster,  J.  Watts,  v;  Maj.,  290, 

34i2,  344. 
De  Rauchenplal,  Lieut  Col.,  356. 
Deserters  from  Continental  Army 

in  Vermont,  243,  326. 
De  Weitersheim,  Maj.,  356. 
Dewev,  Charles,  vi. 
De  Witt,  Charles,  414;  Simeon, 483, 

490,  496. 
Digby,  Admiral,  191,  304. 
Dissolution  of  first  East  Union,  26; 

of  East  and,  West  Unions,  244- 

248. 
Division  of  the  territor}'  of  Vermont 

between  New  York  and  New- 
Hampshire  suggested,  26, 31, 94. 
Dobbs'  Ferry,  N.  Y.,  240. 
Dorchester,  Lord,  3;  Sir  Guv  Carle- 
ton  as  Lord  Dorchester,  445, 465. 
Dorset,  x. 

Douglas,  Samuel,  366. 
Draper,  (Wilmington,)  424,  429. 
Dresden,  N.  H.,  74. 
Drummond,  Ensign,  145, 152. 
Duane,  James,  19, 156, 304, 412, 497. 

Letter  of —  to  Gov.  Clinton,  83. 
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Du  Calvert,  Monsieur,  199. 
Duer,  WUliam,  481. 
Duke  Ferdinand  of  Brunswick,  351. 
Dummerston,  xvi,  xxv. 
Dunmore,  John  Murray,  Earl  of,  17. 
Dunn,  Thoma^s,  353. 
Dutchman's  Point,  411. 
Duyckino:,  Gerard,  481. 
Dyer,  Eliphalet,  324. 


E. 


Early  Eastern  Boundary  of  Xew 
York  a  twenty  mile  line  from 
the  Hudson,  499-511. 

East  Bay,  497. 

East  Union,  25,  26,  94-103, 185,  213, 
221-227,  242.     East  and  West 
Unions,  94-103,  223,  242;  con- 
ditions of,  100;    votes  of  the 
towns  on  the  East  Union,  101 
apprehended  violence  in,  18;") 
Collisions  in    West,   184,  185. 
209-219;  in  East,  213,  221-227 
defense  of  both  Unions,  231 
explanation  of  to  Congress,  242 
dissolution  of,  26,  244-248. 

Economy  in  incidental  exi:)enses  of 
the  General  Assembly,  407. 

Eden,  William,  13. 

Edgar,  John,  see  Affidavits  referred 
to. 

Edmunds,  George  F.,  v. 

Edwards,  Admiral,  147;  Rev.  Jon- 
athan, 244;  Pierpont,  475. 

Ellery,  William,  414,  416. 

Ellett,  Capt.  Joseph,  438. 

Ellis, ,  281. 

Ellison,  Thomas,  481. 

Ely,  Samuel,  322. 

Embargo  ordered,  42,  49, 140,  482. 

Encouragement  to  agriculture,  and 
manufacture  of  linen,  468;  for 
nail-making  rejected,  428. 

Enos,  Roger,  xxviii,  143,  174,  193, 
222,  227,  247,  306,  328-29.  Let- 
ters of— to  (Jen'l.  Washington, 
168;  to  General  Stark,  189, 193, 
195. 

Essex  County,  35. 

Evans,  Mai.  fienry,  299, 300, 301,303, 
309,  313-315,  321,  406,  438,  439. 

Everts,  or  Evits,  Oliver,  x. 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  221,  225-227. 

Expulsion  of  a  member  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  447. 


F. 


'  Fairbanks, Franklin,  \i;  Capt., 225; 
Lieut.  Col.  Samuel,  184-5,  188, 
209-10,  369. 
'  Farne'sworth,  Joseph,  49. 
Fassett,  John,  7,  8,  44, 101, 115,1.3.5, 

144,  231,  247;  Jonathan,  447. 
Fav,  Dr.  Jonas,  viii,  xv,  xvi,  xvii, 
"  XX,  xxi,  xxviii,  46, 115, 135-6, 138, 
141, 143-4,  lf>4-5,  18(5, 188,  231, 
249,  250,  253,  262,  276,  277,  306, 
329,  425. 
Fay,  Maj.  Joseph,  7,  8,  37-8, 42,  46- 
^  8,  73,  79,  99,  104,  132,  135, 142, 
144-5,    148-150,    152,    161-163, 
168,  174,  176,  178-9,  201,  244, 
267,  271-2,  328,  .383,  425,  445. 
Letter  of —  to  Gen.  Haldimand, 
158. 
Fav,'Xathan,  412. 
Fellows,  Maj.  Gen.,  221. 
Ferrin,  Whitman  G.,  xxv. 
Finances  of  Vermont,  in  1781, 189; 

in  1787,  466-468. 
Fishkill,  X.  Y.,  267,  291. 
'  Fletcher,  Gen.  Samuel,  44, 143, 193, 

249,- 400,  405. 
I  Floquet,  Pere,  194, 199. 

Fogg,  Capt.,  216. 
;  Follett,  Timothy,  66. 
i  Fort  Ann,  X.  Y.,  51, 66, 63, 193, 201 ; ' 
1  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  51-2,  66, 

,  105 ;  Fort  George,  N.  Y.,  51, 

'  (i8,  201;  Fort  St.  Johns,  116; 

Fort  Warner,  72 ;  Fort  Ven- 
I  geancv,  72,  75. 

'  Four  l^rothers,  497. 
Franking  Privilege  in  Vt.,  404. 
Franklin,  Dr.  Benj.,  379;  John,  481. 
Franklin,  (now  Tennessee,)  432. 
Franklin,  N.  H.,  xxvii. 
Eraser,  Capt.,  353. 
Frederick,  Earl  of  Carlisle,  12. 

Freeman,  Jonathan,  74;  ,  199. 

I  Freemen  of  Yermont,  privileges  of, 
I  limited  to  freeholders,  448;  pro- 

I         posed  acts  of  the  General  As- 
semblv  submitted  to  the,  446. 
Free  Tracle  with  Canada  and  Eu- 
rope, 410-11,  425-6,  465. 

G. 


Gain,  Hugh,  481. 
I  Gale,  Sampson,  408, 
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Galusha,  Gov.  Jonas,  v,  447. 

Gansevoort,  Col.  (Gen.,)  52,  184, 
209, 212, 213, 215, 219, 370.  Xet- 
fery— to  Col.  Walbridge,  218. 

Gates,  Gen.  Horatio,  38. 

General  Assembly,  action  of,  ?12, 44, 
46, 48,  66, 78,  99, 106, 133, 138-9, 
188,  194,  246-7,  277,  307,  329, 
332,  399-411,  421-432,  440-443, 
445-449,  465-468,  479-480,  483- 
487,  496-498;  reply  of  to  resol- 
utions of  Congress  of  Dec.  5, 
1782,  reported,  332,  and  adopt- 
ed unanimously,  334;  acting  in 
case  of  bankruptcy,  422  ;  as  a 
.  court  of  chancery,  424, 429 ;  dis- 
agreement of  with  Governor 
and  Council,  441;  ratifies  the 
settlement  of  the  controversy 
with  New  York,  496. 

George  the  Third  to  Lord  North, 
10;  order  in  Council  as  to  Ver- 
mont in  1767, 17. 

Georgia,  268. 

Germain,  Lord  George,  14,  15,  57, 
59,  203,  207, 265-6, 274, 281, 391. 
Xetters  of — to  Gen.  Haldimand, 
59,  98, 140, 146, 184,  230;  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  intercepted  and 
strongly  influendes  Congress  to 
favor  Y  ermont,  57,  93. 
•GUbert,EUas,  296. 

Gilman,  John  Taylor,  312. 

Girty,  George,  342. 

Gloucester  Countv,  23-4,  95,  97. 

Goodrich,  Maj.  William,  47. 

Goodwin,  Capt.  W.  F.,  xxvii. 

Gorges,  Sir  Ferdinando,  xxvii. 

Gospel,  act  for  support  of  ministers 
of,  and  of  houses  of  worship, 
403. 

Governor,  votes  of  the  freemen  for, 
in  1789. 483 ;  first  election  of  by 
general  assembly,  484. 

Governor  and  Council,  action  of,42- 
44,  46,  48-9,  66,  73,  83,  99, 139, 
243,  253,  255,  272,  274,  296: 315, 
328, 331-2, 402, 408-411, 413-414, 
424-5, 428, 440-42, 449, 482;  as  a 
court  of  impeachment,  428;  dis- 
agreement of  with  the  General 
-Assembly,  441. 

Grafton  County,  N.  H.,  95,  97. 

Graham,  Elizabeth,  481. 

Grand  Isle,  497. 

Granville,  N.  Y.,  75. 


Graves,  Rear  Admiral,  145. 

Gray,  Major, — litiiers  of — to  Gen 
Haldimand,  and  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton,  365. 

Greene,  Gen.,  40, 190. 

Green  Mountain  Boys,  19,  319. 

Gregg,  Thomas,  481. 

Griswold,  Isaac,  224. 

Groom,  Francis,  481. 

Grout,  Hilkiah,  96. 

Guilford,  270,  272,  277-8,  286,  295, 
303,  314,  322,  399,  401,  405. 


Hadley,  Mass.,  507. 

Hager,  Albert  D.,  v. 

Hsudimand,  Frederick,  1,  3,  5,  6, 
65-6,  69, 124,  136, 137, 142,  162, 
170, 173, 176, 179,  240,  250,  257, 
289,  374,  378|  411,  421;  instruc- 
tions of,  to  his  commissioners, 
87;  form  proposed  by,  to  pro- 
claim Vermont  a  British  Prov- 
ince, 181;  negotiation  of  with 
Vermont,  5-10,  55-57,  59-337; 
prepared  to  invade  Vermont, 
265,  273,  281,  376;  opinion  of 
Vermont,  151, 265, 382.  Letters 
of — to  Lord  George  Germain, 
59,  87,  107,  130;  to  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden, 70,  290;  to  Maj.  Ler- 
noult  for  Ira  Allen,  125;  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  151, 176-7, 179- 
181,  207,  251,  265,  273, 342,  346- 
7 ;  to  his  commissioners  for  Maj. 
Fay,  161;  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
280,  282,  288,  291-293,  304-5, 
347-350,  352,  354-356,  361,  364, 
366;  last,  to  Vermont,  335;  to 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  349;  to 
whom  it  might  concern,  [in- 
tended for  Gen.  Washington,] 
362. 

Haldimand  Papers,  xxviii, 3, 339, 55- 
337,  339-366;  completeness  of, 
392. 

Hale,  Col.  Enoch,  letter  of,  to  Prest. 
Weare,  213. 

Halifax,  270,  273,  277^,  286,  303, 
401,405. 

Hall,  Benjamin  H.,  xxviii,  3-6,  64, 
65,  70, 168,  241,  391,  407,  412. 

Hall,  Hiland,  v,  vi,  xxviii,  9,  239, 
391,  397,  487. 

Hallett,  Joseph,  481. 
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Hamilton,  Alexander,  311,  324, 436, 
450,  464-5,  469-471,  474.  478, 
496;  bill  of,  to  concede  tne  in- 
dependence of  Vermont,  449; 
speech  for  Vermont,  in  reply 
to  Richard  Harrison,  456-464. 
Letters  of —  to  Nathaniel  Chip- 
man,  472,  476. 

Hamilton,  Alexander  I.,  481. 

Hamilton,  Gov.  Andrew,  503. 

Hamilton,  Lieut.  Gov.,  349. 

Hammond,  Sir  Andrew  Snape,  349, 
850. 

Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  171, 322. ' 

Hancock,  Gov.  John,  forbids  inter- 
ference bv  citizens  of  Massachu- 
setts with  the  contests  between 
Vermont  and  New  York,  412. 

Hanover,  N.  H.,  74. 

Hard,  or  Hurd,  James,  x. 

Hardy,  Samuel,  414,  416. 

Harmon,  Reuben,  jr.,  472. 

Harper, ,  132. 

Harris,  Edward,  246. 

Harrison,  Richard,  450,  470,  471; 
speech  of,  against  Alexander 
Hamilton's  bill  for  Vermont, 
450-456. 

Hartford,  Vt,  74, 170. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  122,  239. 

Harvey,  Alexander,  484;  ,  366; 

Captain,  225. 

Hatfield,  Mass.,  507. 

Haswell,  Anthony,  405,  410. 

Hathaway,  Simeon,  79,  80. 

HaverhUl,  N.  H.,  267. 

Hay, ,  199. 

Hays,  Rutherford,  406. 

Heacock,  Capt.  Ezra,  158, 199. 

Heald,  Daniel,  484. 

Heath,  Maj.  Gen.  William,  80, 167, 
183, 185, 193, 196, 219, 263;  gen- 
eral orders  of,  198.  Letters  of 
—  to  Gen.  Stark,  171, 189,  224. 

Heniy,  Benjamin,  97. 

Herrick,  Col.  Samuel,  68. 

Hibbard,  Rev.  Mr.  (Ithainer,)  119. 

Hickok,  Capl.,  176. 

Hicks,  Charlotte,  481. 

Hitchcock,  Samuel,  485. 

Hodges,  George  Tisdale,  v. 

Holmes,  Capt.  L.,  95,  96. 

I'Hommedieu,  Ezra,  letters  of — to 
Gov.  Clinton,  148;  to  Congress, 
153-156. 

Hoosac,  N.  Y.,  160,  212,  219. 


Hope^  Lieut.  Col.,  292. 

Hopkins,  Herman  D.,  vi ;  Roswell, 

47,  99.  249,  331,  424,  484,  485. 
Horsmanden,  Judge  Daniel,  500-05. 
Houghton,   George  Frederick,  v ; 

John,  406;  William,  328. 

Howard,  Roger  S.,  vi; ,  160-61. 

Howe,  Capt.  Artemas,  438. 
Howe,  Lord  Viscount  of  Ireland, 

12,  342. 
Howe,  Sir  William,  12, 13. 
Howell,  David,  309,  310,  405. 
Howes,  Joseph,  407. 
Hubbardton,  202. 
Hunt,  Maj.  Jonathan,  96,  295,  302- 

3,  406,  484. 
Hunt,  Col.  S.,  95,  96. 
Huntington,  Samuel,  105, 107. 
Hurlbert,  Capt,  119. 
Hutchins,  William,  78,  80. 


Impeachment,  trials  for,  by  the 
Governor  and  Council,  4&;  ex- 
ecution issued  for  costs  of,  440. 

Index  to  Stevens  Papers,  xxvii,  64. 

Indians,  Six  Nations,  extract  from 
a  speech  of  a  chief  of,  362. 

Inglis,  Cant,  207. 

Inimical  Persons,  exclusion  of,  402. 

Instructions  of  Gen.  Haldimand  to 
his  commissioners,  87;  of  As- 
sembly of  Vermont  to  Agents 
to  Congress,  248, 306-7;  of  Brit- 
ish Cabinet  to  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
toa,  281. 

Insurrection  in  Windham  County, 
313,  412;  in  Windsor  and  Rut- 
land Counties,  443,  444. 

Interview,  first  formal,  of  Ira  Allen 
and  Gen.  Haldimand's  commis- 
sioners, 108-119  •  second,  be- 
tween Joseph  Pay  and  the 
same,  148-163;  third,  172-178. 

Introduction,  5-57. 

IrwinJGren.,  (Irvine,  Gen.  William,) 

Isle  aux  Noix,  108, 142,  281. 
Ives,  Abraham,  xv. 


Jacob,  Stephen,  246,  486. 
Jacobs,  Benj.  A.,  274,  275. 
James,  king  of  England,  1620,  xxvii. 
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James,  duke  of  York,  in  1663, 501-2, 
506-08;  as  king  James,  508. 

Jay,  John,  28,  30,  436,  474, 481;  me- 
morial of,  and  sixtv-four  others, 
to  Assembly  of  ]?ew  York  in 
favor  of  Vermont,  480.  Letters 
of— to  Gov.  Clinton,  30. 

Johnson,  Col.  Charles,  81, 178;  Capt. 
George,  13 ;    Sir    John,    365 ; 

John,  481;  ,  112,  2r>6;  Col. 

Thomas,  1(W;  Sir  William,  343. 

Johnson,  Dr.  William  Samuel,  436, 
449,  474.  Letters  of—  to  Gov. 
Chittenden,  436,  445,  475. 

Joint  Assembly,  action  of,  246, 249, 
276,  306,  328-3:30,403,421,424, 
425,  429,  441. 

Jones,  Daniel,  95-96,  188 ;  Judge, 
111 ;  Joseph,  94, — letter  of  to 
Gen.  Washington,  326  ;  Keu- 
ben,  XX,  xxi,  80  ;  Samuel,  496  ; 

Judah,  Benjamin,  481. 

Judevine,  J^oseph,  481. 

K. 

Keene,N.  H.,224,225. 

Keith,  Sir,  ,  127. 

Kellogg,  Loyal  C.,  vi. 

Kelly,  John, '4:36,  445,  449,  475-6, 
481.  Letter  of— to  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden, 473. 

Kemble,  Peter,  481. 

Kentuckv,  432,  469,  472,  47f). 

Kinir,  Rilfus,  483  ;  Samuel,  2*24-226. 

Kingsborough,  N.  Y.,68. 

Knight,  Samuel,  245,  248,  406,  424, 
427,  429,  439. 

Knowlton,  Luke,  xxvii^  33,  96,  155, 
310, 323,  432,  479. 

Knox.  Gen.  Henry,  40. 

Kn3rphausen,  Lieut.  Gen.,  146, 153, 
177. 


Laconia,  grant  of  province  of,  xxvii. 
Lafayette,  Marquis  de,  266,  345. 
Lamb,  Ensign  David,  299,  438. 
Landgrave  of  Hesse,  354. 
Landon,  Samuel,  481. 
Lansing,  John,  jr.,  483,  490,  496. 
Lansingburgh,  N.  Y.,  184,  285. 
Laurens,  Henry,  14. 
Law,  Richatd,  259. 
Lawrence,  Mr.,  251 ;  John,  481. 


,  Laws,  proclamations  requiring  obe- 
I  dience  to,  26,  466. 

Locke,  John,  481. 
I  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  74. 
'  Ledius,  (Lydius,)  John  Henry,  501, 

504,  505. 
i  Lee,  Capt,  140  ;  Col.,  444. 
Leight,Mr8.,  481. 
Lentz,  (or  Leutz,)  Col.,  354. 
Leonard,  Jacob,  481. 
,  Lernoult,  Maj.,  (written  Lunno  by 
I  Ira  Allen,)  114, 116.     Letter  of 

— for  Ira  Allen  to  Gen.  Haldi- 
|-         mand,  116. 
Letter  to  Gov.  Clinton,  containing 
substance   of  the   negotiation, 
I         257  ;  also  in  London  Courant, 

xxvii,  14,  264. 
;  Lincoln,  Maj.  Gen.  Benj.,  200, 445-6. 

Lindsay,  John,  481. 
I  Linslev,  Charles,  v. 

List  of  British  transports,  353. 
I  Livermore,  Samuel,  276.   Letters  of 
—to  Prest.    Weare,  220,  227, 
259,  287. 
Livingston,  Mrs.   Marquett,  481 ; 

Robert,  4^3. 
Livingston,  Robert  R.,   Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  287,  490. 
Letter   of— to    Dr.     Benjamin 
!  Franklin,  379. 

I  Lockland,  Lieut.,  Dennis, x\'i,  xxv. 
I  London  Courant,  xxvii,  14,  264. 
;  Lonof  Isle,  497. 
I  Lun„'  Island,  N.  Y.,  501,  506! 
j  Loomis,  Beriah,  432. 
'  Lord,  William,  H.,  vi. 
i  Loring,Mr.,305. 
j  Loudon,  Lord,  365. 
I  Lords  of  Trade,  (English,)  499, 500, 
505. 
Lovell,  Oliver,  (or  Lovewell,)  96 ; 
!  Lovewell,  Oliver,  328, 334. 

Lush,  Stephen,   letter  of    to  Gov. 
i  Clinton,  78. 

I  Lutterloh,  Col.,  244. 
I  Lyman,  Simeon,  108. 
I  Lyon,  Capt.  Matthew,  v,  106,  115, 
I         136-7,  231,  248,  328,  428-9,  432. 

I  M. 

I  McAdam,  Ann,  481. 

McKie,  John,  254. 
i  McKean,  Thomas,  310,  311. 
I  McKiel,  Alexander,  342. 
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Maclean,  Brig.  Gen.  Allen,  (Allan) 
349,  353-5,  362. 

MacLean,  Donald.  366. 

McClean,  Lieut.  Col.,  346,  353. 

McCormick,  Daniel,  481. 

McCracken,  Maj.,  130. 

McDougal,  Gen.  Alexander,  letter 
o/;  to  Gov.  Clinton,  106. 

McKenzie,  Ned,  481. 

McKinstry,  Maj.,  160. 

Madison,  James,  57,  94,  261,  268, 
309,  312,  323  ;  observations  of, 
relating  to  the  influence  of  Ver- 
mont and  the  western  territor- 
ial claims  on  Congress,  268. 
Letters  of— to  Edmund  Pendle- 
ton, 57,  161,  241-2,  258, 287,  304, 
308. 

Madison  Papers,  243. 

Maine,  432  ;  first  grant  of  Province 
of,  xxvii. 

Malcom,  Col.,  66. 

Manchester,  296,  440,  479. 

Marsh,  Charles,  vi ;  Daniel,  432. 

Marsh,  Joseph,  xxii,  74,  484.  Let- 
ter of— to  Gen.  Washington,  74. 

Maryland,  106,  2()8. 

Marlborough,  270,  273,  278,  303. 

Marshal  E.,  letter  of  to  Gen.  Stark, 
171. 

Martin,  Jonathan,  225. 

Marvin,  Dr.  Ebenezer,  444,  484-5. 

Mason,  John,  xxvii,  481. 

Mason  Grant  and  Mason  Line  in 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont's 
Jurisdiction  to,  xxvii,  66, 97,  99. 

Masonia,  grant  of,  xxvii. 

Massachusetts,  40,  86,  268,  274,  322, 
401, 410, 412, 432, 445-6, 499, 501- 
4,506-10;  claim  of  to  part  of  Ver- 
mont relinquished,  87. 

Mathews,  Capt.  R.,  115, 124.  Let- 
ters o/— taCapt.  Sherwood,  124, 
126-7  ;  to  M.  Morgan,  .355. 

Mattocks,  Samuel,  440,  468,  484.   . 

Memorial  of  New  York  Delegates 
to  Congress,  153. 

Mengen,  Lieut.  Col.  de,  354. 

Militia  of  Vermont,  number  in  1781, 
167  ;  in  1782,  239 ;  thanks  to 
for  suppressing  insurrections, 
448. 

Minott,  Samuel,  27. 

Mitchdl,  Andrew,  366 ;   Mr.,  474. 

Monckton,  Gov.  Robert,  499-501, 
605-507. 


Monitors,  Legislative,  479. 
3Iontgomerv,  John,  157,  287. 
Moore,  Sir  llenry,  17. 
Moron,  (Morey,  or  Morrow,) , 

178. 
Morris,  Gouverneur,  436;  Lewis  R., 

470,  498;  Judge  Richard,  220, 

257. 
Morrison,  Robinson,  444. 
Murdock,  Thomas,  44. 
Mulligan,  Hercules,  481. 
Murray,  Nicholas,    357  ;    Richard 

360. 
Mutiny  of  New  Jersey  troops,  40. 

N. 

Nails,  duty  on,^)roposed,  428. 

Names  of  Danville,  St.  Johnsbury, 
and  Vergennes,  origin  of,  449. 

Naturalization  of  St  John  de  Creve- 
coeur  and  three  sons,  xxviii,  449 ; 
of  a  citizen  of  New  Hampshire 
proposed,  429. 

Neat,  William,  481. 

Negotiation  with  Great  Britain  in- 
stituted by  Vermont,  in  1785, 
426. 

Nevin,  Daniel,  481. 

Newcastle,  Delaware,  503,  504. 

Newbury,  35,  405,  409,  465  ;  voted 
to  join  New  Hampshire,  274. 

Newcomb,  Daniel,  96. 

New  England  provincial  govern- 
ments republican,  510 ;  New 
York  not  republican,  510. 

New  England  men  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  41,  326. 

New  England  Presbyterian  Whigs 
first  settlers  in  Vermont,  380. 

New  Hampshire,  16,  25-6,  56,  106, 
221-2,  243,  268,  312,  429,  468, 
499,  500-503,  506,  510;  grant  of, 
xxvii;  instructed  her  delegates 
in  Congress  to  claim  jurisdic- 
tion over  Vermont,  94;  contem- 
plated to  use  force  against  Ver- 
mont, 25, 213, 214,  221;  ordered 
arrests  in  the  East  Union,  224. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  506. 

New  Jersev,  268, 501, 503;  delegates 
in  Congress  instructed  to  sup- 
port Vermont,  310,  328;  with 
Rhode  Island  stands  alone  for 
Vermont  in  Congress,  Dec.  3, 
1782,  310,  and  Dec.  17,  312. 
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New  Lights,  or  Separates,  379. 

New  York  city,  76,  469,  487,  490.     , 

New  York,  246-7,  268,  312^413,  469; 
controversy  of  with  Vermont, 
16-21;  condition  of,  March  1779 
to  May  1781,  49-65;  Quit-rent 
tax,  19-20;  effect  of  constitution 
of  on  Vermont,  20;  jurisdiction 
of  Vermont  over  part  of,  56; 
protected  by  Ethan  Allen's 
truce,  73;  proceedings  of  the 
legislature  of,  205;  proposition 
to  withhold  supplies  from  the 
Army  of  the  Revolution,  262; 
acts  of  to  quiet  Vermonters, 
258;  council  of  appointment  of 
issues  civil  and  military  com- 
missions in  Cumberland  (Wind- 
ham) county,  274,  286;  letter  of 
delegates  of  in  Congress  to  Gov. 
Clinton,  302;  intention  to  sub- 
due Vermont  by  force,  27,  28, 
370-71;  resorted  to  force  in  the 
West  Union  209-213,  216-218; 
defeated  by  Vermont,  219;  re- 
lief to  adherents  of  in  Wind- 
ham county,  437;  action  of  Sen- 
ate of  favorable  to  Vermont,  36, 
and  of  Assembly,  449,  481-2; 
debate  on  Vermont  in  Assem- 
bly of  1787.  450-464;  acts  of 
Assembly  or  empowering  Com- 
missioners to  settle  the  contro- 
versy with  Vermont,  483,  490; 
assent  of  Commissioners  of  to 
the  admission  of  Vermont  to 
the  Union,  494;  early  eastern 
boundary  of,  499;  original  grant 
of  in  1663,  601;  New  York 
provincial  government  not  re- 
publican, 610. 

New  York  Hist.  Magazine,  vii. 

New  York  Hist.  Society,  499. 

Nicholls,  Gen.,  227. 

Nichols,  George,  xxv. 

Nicolls,  Col.  Richard,  606. 

Niles,  Nathaniel,  426,  484. 

Nixon,  Charles  and  Elias,  481. 

North  Carolina,  268,  432. 

Noi-thanapton,  Mass.,  607. 

North,  Lord.  (Frederic,  Earl  of 
Guilford,)  364;  spfcch  on  the 
conciliatory  policy  of  Great 
Britain,  10-12. 

Norwich,  426, 431. 

Norwood,  Richard,  481. 


0. 

Olcott,  Gen.  Peter,  33, 106,  111-12, 
165, 188,  444. 

Olin,  Gideon,  432,  447,  470,  484. 

Opinions  concerning  Vermont  in 
the  Haldimand  negotiation — of 
Samuel  WiUiams,  267;  ofWUl- 
iam  L.  Stone,  369;  of  Daniel 
Chipman,  376;  of  Jared  Sparks, 
388;  references  to  opinions  of 
Zadock  Thompson,  Hiland  Hall, 
and  Benjamin  H.  Hall,  391 ;  re- 
ferences to  opinions  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  Gen.  Haldi- 
mand, and  the  British  Commis- 
sioners, 368. 

Oranffe  County,  277,  409. 

Ormsby,  Gideon,  432. 

Osgood,  Samuel,  481. 


Page,  Dr.  William,  95,  96,  213,  215, 

222  222  227. 
Paine,  iliiaii,  loi,  440,  485-88,  496. 
Paine,  Ephraim,  414. 
Paper  currency  rejected,  441. 
Parr,  Gov.,  366. 
Parsons,  Eli,  447. 
Partridge,  George,  416. 
Pasqui^de  on  act  to  negotiate  with 

New  York,  487. 
Patterson,  Col.  Eleazer,  27,  439. 
Patterson,  Gen.,  244;  Maj.   Gen., 

366,  361. 
Pawlet,  497. 
Payne,  Elisha,  101,  138,  188,  221, 

222,231,242,276.   Letter  of —to 

Prest  Weare,  221. 
Peacham,  36, 170. 
Pearl,  Col.,  444. 
Pearle,  Stephen,  44. 
Peck,  Capt.  Joseph,  438. 
Pendleton,  Edmund,  67. 
Penn,  William,  603. 
Pennsylvania,  268,  469,  601,  603. 
Petition  of  leading   adherents  to 

New  York  in  Windham  county 

for  relief  from  that  State,  437-9; 

petition  of  to.Gk)v.  Chittenden, 

406  406. 
Phelps,' Bezaleel,  211;  Charles,  97, 

270,  273-4,  286,  303,  309,  401, 

406,  408-9,  422;  E.  J.,  v;  James 

H.,  viii,  ix,  xv,  xvii,  xix,  xxv; 
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Timothy,  299,  300, 303, 313, 321, 
332,  399,  406,  438. 

Philadelphia,  469. 

Pittsford,  35,  38,  39,  43^95,  447. 

Plenipotentiaries  of  Vermont  to 
Con^resa,  248. 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  Council  of,  xxvii, 
508,  509. 

Pomeroy,  Capt.,  225. 

Pomfret,  170. 

Population  of  Vermont  in  1781, 166. 

Porteous,  John,  and  others,  to  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  366. 

Porter,  Thomas,  334.     - 

Post  Master  General  for  Vermont, 
405,  410. 

Post  Offices  established  by  Ver- 
mont, 405. 

Poultney,  119,  497. 

Powell,  Brig.  Gen.,  249;  Martin, 
246. 

Pownal,  xvi,  xxv,  497. 

Pratt,  Capt.,  225. 

Prefatory  Notes,  3,  397. 

Prentice,  Ensign,  145,  152;  Pren- 
tice, Nathaniel  Sartel,  224. 

Prescription  for  disappointed  office- 
seeters,  428. 

Prisoners  [American]  exchanged 
by  Gen.  Haldimand  in  Novem- 
ber, 1782,  lists  of,  356-360. 

Proclamation  suggested,  declaring 
Vermont  a  jSritish  Province, 
172-176,  178-180;  form  of,  181; 
withheld,  190;  of  the  Governor 
of  New  York,  pledging  protec- 
•tion  to  adherents  to  New  York 
in  Vermont,  24;  of  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden, requiring  obedience  to 
laws  designed  for.  the  protec- 
tion of  the  authority  of  Ver- 
mont, 26;  declaring  the  West 
Union  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  Vermont,  3\x\y  1781,  102; 
against  complicity  in  the  Shays 
Kebellion,  Feb.  1787,  446;  re- 
quiring strict  obedience  to  the 
laws  or  Vermont,  October  1787, 
466. 

Provincial  Government  in  New 
England  Eepublican,  and  in 
New  York  not  Republican,  510. 

Prouty,  Elijah,  196, 406, 438;  Lieut 
Francis,  406,  438. 

Public  Debt,  242,  243. 

Putney,  xvi,  xxv. 
67 


Q. 

Quebec,  Province  of,  commerce 
with,  410-11,  425-6,  465. 

Queensborough,  N.  Y.,  68. 

Queries  to,  and  answers  by,  Gen. 
Haldimand,  89;  by  Vermont 
Agents  to  Congress,  165;  by 
Vermont  Commissioners,  con- 
cerning Haldimand^s  proposed 
Proclamation,  175. 

Quieting,  or  Betterment  act,  430. 

^    R. 

Ramsay,  David,  312. 

Randall,  Col.  Benjamin,  445. 

Randolph,  Edmund,  157. 

Rankin,  J.  E.,  v. 

Read,  Jacob,  414,  416. 

Reciprocity  in  trade  with  foreign 
powers,  410,  411,  425,  426,  465. 

Reea,  Charles,  vi,  xxv. 

Reineking,  Lieut,  364. 

Remsen,  Henry,  481. 

Resolutions  of  Congress,  May  15, 
1776,  to  suppress  governments 
under  the  crown  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, 23-4;  June  30,  1777,  ad- 
verse to  Vermont,  24;  June  1, 
2,  and  16,  1779,  appointing  a 
committee  to  visit  Vermont, 
apologizing  to  New  York,  and 
against  Vermont's  exercise  of 
authority  over  adherents  to 
New  York,  28;  Sept  24  and 
Oct  2, 1779,  promising  to  settle 
the  controversy  between  Ver- 
mont and  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  and  New  York, 
requiring  these  states  to  sus- 
pend the  execution  of  their 
laws  over  such  citizens  as  did 
not  acknowledge  their  jurisdic- 
tion, &c.,  29;  of  June  2,  1780, 
censuring  Vermont,  &c.,  32; 
Aug.  7, 1781,  implying  the  ulti- 
mate admission  of  Vermont, 
157:  Aug.  20, 1781,  in  addition 
to  tne  preceding,  167;  Feb.  19, 
1782,  reported  by  committee  on 
the  Vermont  question,  243 ; 
April  17,  1782,  reported  in  fia- 
vor  of  Vermont,  259-261;  Nov. 
14,  1782,  reported  adverse  to 
Vermont,  309;    Dec.  5,  1782, 
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adverse  and  threatening  war 
upon  Vermont,  adopted,  311; 
May  29,  1784,  reported  favora- 
ble to  Vermont,  reciting  previ- 
ous resolutions,  415-419. 

Resolutions  of  New  York  on  the 
controversy  with  Vermont,  205- 
7;  of  instruction  to  delegates 
in  Congress,  413. 

Resolutions  of  Vermont,  Oct  21, 
1779,  unanimously  rejecting  the 
propositions  of  Congress  of 
Sept.  24,  1779,  and  declaring 
that  she  would  support  her  in- 
dependence, 30;  empowering 
the  Governor  to  negotiate  for 
an  exchange  of  prisoners,  69; 
to  negotiate  with  Congress  and 
the  other  states  for  the  defense 
of  the  frontiers,  83;  on  the  res- 
olutions of  Congress  of  Aug.  7, 
20  and  21, 1781,  accepting  them, 
245-248:  declaring  fealty  to  the 
cause  of  the  Union,  330. 

Retaliatory  acts  against  citizens  of 
New  York,  403,  422. 

Return  of  prisoners  in  Canada  be- 
longing to  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  356-7;  and  to 
New  England,  358-60. 

Reynolds,  Col.,  193. 

Rhinelander,  Frederick,  481. 

Rhode  Island,  6,  268,  310-312. 

Rice,  Barzillai,  97. 

Riedesel,  Maj.  Gen.,  xxv,  145,  153, 
177,  230,  282,  342-3,  349,  350. 
Letters  of— to  Gen.  Haldimand, 
351;  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  351, 
352,  363. 

Roach,  Thomas,  366. 

Robertson,  Alexander,  481.  Gen. 
James,  346 — letter  of,  to  Gen. 
Haldimand,  194. 

Robinson,  Beverly,  5, 77, 104, 106-7, 
122,  124,  135-6,  147,  166,  177, 
180,  384-5,  388,  390.  Letters  of 
—to  Ethan  Allen,  59,  92, 113  ; 
to  Gen.  Haldimand,  119,  339. 

Robinson,  Capt.  D.avid,  66, 484.  Col. 
Eliiali,  328-9.  John,  to  Gen. 
Haldimand,  354^.  Gov.  John 
S.,v.  Jonathan^  484.  Gov.  Mo- 
ses, 7,  135,  211,  246,  249,  262, 
276-7,  280, 306-7,  314, 329, 402-3, 
425,  429,  440-41  479;  elected 
governor,  484.   Col.  Samuel,  44, 


80,  135,  144,  436— IcWer  of  to 

Gen.  Stark,  184. 
Rodney,  Sir  George,  346. 
Rogers,  (Roys,)  Maj.,  345;  Rogers, 

John,  481. 
Root,  Jesse,  287. 
Ross,  Maj.  John,  267,  290,  304,  347, 

350. 
Rove,  Jacob,  194. 
Rowley,  Thomas,  verses  on  Ethan 

Allen,  420. 
Royalton,  36,  62-3,  74. 
Ruback,  Jacob,  42. 
Rupert,  72,  74,  497. 
Rural  Magazine,  xii,  xiii,  xv. 
Russ,  Ensign  Joshua,  438. 
Rutland,  39,  405,  431,  440,  444,  447. 


Sabin,  Noah,  328. 

Sadler,  Henry,  481. 

Saffell,  W.  T.  R.,  xxviii. 

Safford,  Capt.  Jesse,  75;  Gen.  Sam- 
uel, 7,  8,  44,  80, 135-6,  143,  211- 
12,  243, 246,  253,  329,  371,  484— 
Utter  of  to  Gen.  Stark,  185. 

St.  Coick,  209,  211-12,  216,  219. 

St  John  de  Crevecosur,  Consul  of 
France,  and  three  sons  natur- 
alized, and  towns  named  by 
him,  xxviii,  449. 

St.  Johns,  Canada,  6,  70,  73,  160, 
170-71,  202,  262. 

St.  Johnsbury,  origin  of  name,  449. 

St.  Leger,  Col.,  160, 190, 192-94, 196, 
223,  266.  Letter  of— to  Gen. 
Haldimand,  194. 

Sahsbury,  Capt.,  189. 

Sandgate,  497. 

Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  40,  51-2,  116,  219, 
288 

Sargeant,  Col.  John,  96,  313,  439. 

Sawyer,  Capt.  Jesse,  68. 

Schaghticoke,  N.  Y.,  219. 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  288. 

Schoharie,  N.  Y.,  51. 

Schuyler,  Gen.  Philip,  254, 276,  345, 
436,  470,  471.  Letters  of— to 
Gov.  Clinton,  52,  54,  109, 130- 
31,  160,  170,  470-71  ;  to  Gen. 
.  Washington,  52, 76, 83, 107, 131, 
252,  262  ;  to  Gen.  Stark,  183  ; 
to  New  York  militia,  80. 

Sessions,  John,  xxii. 

Shaftsbury,253,  447,  497. 
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Sharon,  74. 

Sharpe,  Capt.,  145. 

Shattuck,  Mai.  Wm.,  299,  301,  303, 
309,  313,  ^21-2,406,  408,  411-12, 
438-9. 

Shaw,  John,  481. 

Shays,  Daniel,  446  ;  Shays'  Rebel- 
lion, 445-6. 

Shelburne,  Lord,  289,  292,  348,  378. 

Shepardson,  Daniel,  196,  286,  313, 
438. 

Sherburne,  Lord,  288. 

Sherman,  Roger,  414,  416. 

Sherwood,  Capt.  Justice,  71, 89, 108, 
132,  163,  168,  257 ;  appointed 
Commissioner  by  Gen.  Haldi- 
mand,  87. — Letters  of — to  Ira 
Allen,  168  ;  for  Ira  Allen  to 
Gen.  Haldimand,  128  ;  for  same 
to  Maj.  Lernoult,  129  ^  to  Gen. 
Haldimand,  extracts  respecting 
interview  with  M^j.  Fay,  148- 
150  ;  report  of  third  interview, 
178-9  ;  to  Gen.  Haldimand,  190, 
194  ;  to  Vermont  Commission- 
ers, 263. 

Shirley,  Gov.  William,  504. 

Shononold,  Lieut.,  350,  352,  363. 

Sill,  Richard,  490,  491. 

Skene,  Philip,  101,  284  ;  Skene's 
charter,  101,  238,  283, 284. 

Skenesborough,  (Whitehall,)  N.  Y., 
52, 101, 109, 195. 

Skinner,  Gov.  Richard,  v. 

Slade,  Wm.,  vii-xxii,  279,  433,  436. 

Slafter,  Rev.  Edmund  F.,  427. 

Smith,  Charles  S.,  vi ;  Israel,  197, 
323, 486, 496 ;  Judge  Melancton, 
290,  301,  490-91,  496  ;  Moses, 
224;  Noah,  484-5;  Robert,  224, 
225;  Seth,  196,  197,  241,  250; 
Judge  William,  257,  345,  445. 

Smyth,  Dr.  George,  xxviii,  108, 163, 
257,  282 ;  appointed  commis- 
sioner by  Gen.  Haldimand,  87, 
89.— Letter  of— to  Gen.  Haldi- 
mand, 132.    Terence,  282. 

South  Bay,  66,  67. 

South  Carolina.  268. 

Spafford,  Col.,  444. 

Sparks,  Jared,  3,  76,  268,  281,  373-4, 
376, 382 ;  extracts  from  his  life  of 
Ethan  Allen,  76,  388;  his  opin- 
ion of  Vermont  in  the  Haldi- 
mand negotiation,  388-391. 

Spaulding,  Lieut  Leonard,  xvi,  xxv. 


Speech  of  an  Indian  Chief  of  the 
Six  Nations,  extract,  362. 

Spicer,  Daniel,  412,  421;  Abigail, 
Asher,  Jabez,  Jonathan,  and 
Roger,  421. 

Spooner,  Paul,  246,  249,  276-7,  306, 
330,  403,  484. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  607. 

Stark,  Gen.  John,  198, 216,  219,  241; 
memoir  of  noted,  139, 198,  216; 
advice  of  to  Col.  Yates  against 
hostilities  with  Vermont,  210, 
216.— Letters  of— to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, 145,  160,  223,  240;  to 
Col.  Henry  Laurens,  168;  to 
Gov.  Clinton,  170 ;  to  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden, 169, 197;  to  Mai.  Gen. 
Heath,  170-71, 183, 209, 212, 263 ; 
to  Gen'l  Haldimand,  170;  to 
commander  of  British  shipping 
on  Lake  Champlain,  176;  to 
Gen.  Gansevoort,  183;  to  Pres- 
ident Weare,  215. 

State  House  expenses,  in  1784  and 
1825,  407. 

States  favorable  to  Vermont,  May 
1, 1782:  Connecticut,  Massachu- 
setts, Rhode  Island,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  New  Jersey, 
and  Delaware — opposed  to  Ver- 
mont, New  Hampshire,  New 
York,  Virginia,  North  Caroli- 
.  na,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor- 
gisL,  278 ;  alone  favorable,  Dec. 
1782,  Rhode  Island  and  New 
Jersey,  312. 

Sterling,  Lord,  (Wm.  Alexander,) 
189, 192, 196, 198,  500. 

Stevens,  Henry,  xxviii,  3,  376,  487, 
491 5  Henry,  junior,  3;  Simon, 
xxii,  xxiii,  97. 

Stevens  Papers,  xxvii,  xxviii,  3,  5, 
64. 

Stewart, Dugald,  xxv;  Thomas,  481. 

Stillwater,  N.  Y.,  51. 

Stockbridge,  Mass.,  492. 

Stone^  William  L.,  373-4, 381-2, 386; 
his  Life  of  Joseph  Brant  cited, 
xxviii,  54,  219,  371;  his  opinion 
of  Vermont  in  the  Haldimand 
negotiation,  369-374. 

Stout,  Benjamin,  481. 

Stowell,  Hezekiah,  196,  406. 

Strong,  Col.   John,  248,  328,  329, 

Styles,  Ezra,  188,  246. 
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Swifl,  Job,  484;  Col.  Heman,  xxviii, 

243;  Doct.  Koadiah,  v. 
Sunderland,  119. 


Taft,  Kussell  S.,  vi. 

Taylor,  Maj.,  219;  Jos.,  275. 

Templeton,  Oliver,  481. 

Tennessee,  432. 

Terrell,  Simeon,  438. 

The  two  Heroes,  (North  and  South.) 
497. 

Thompson,  A.,  342  •  Daniel  P.,  v  ; 
Lieut.,  to  Maj.  McKenzie,  364. 

Thompson's  Vt.  cited,  63, 375,  391. 

Thurber,  Daniel,  409. 

Tiaguando,  Chief  of  the  Six  Nat- 
ions Indians,  speech  of,  362. 

Tichenor,  Isaac,  l40,  210,  245-6, 249, 
250, 262, 277, 286-7, 307, 312, 328, 
330, 402-3, 421, 427, 441, 445, 480, 
484  486  496. 

Ticonderoga,  36,  51,  55,  68,  73,  78, 
101,  lio,  132, 193,  196,  202,  285. 

Tinmouth,470. 

Tolman,  Thomas,  47,  231,  249,  272, 
315,  421. 

Torrey,  Joseph,  v. 

Townshend,  Micah,  31,  96,  248,  276, 
307,  405. 

Townshend,  West,  (p.  o.,)  viii. 

Trade  with  the  provmce  of  Quebec, 
410,  411,  445,  465. 

Traverse,  Samuel,  481. 

Treat,  Malicha,  481. 

Treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
Powers  of  Europe  proposed, 
410,  411,  425,  426,  445,  465. 

Troup,  Robert,  481. 

Truce  proposed  by  Gen.  Haldimand 
to  Vermont,  65,  69;  extended 
to  New  York  on  Ethan  Allen's 
request,  70-72;  agreed  to  by 
Vermont,  73. 

Tryon,  Sir  William,  17;  Gen.,  345. 

Tucker,  Joseph,  409. 

Tupper,  Sergeant,  193, 197,  204, 223. 

Tute,  Amos,  406. 

Tuthill,  William,  407. 

Tyler,  Koyal,  445,  446. 

u. 

Union,  first  with  New  Hampshire 
towns,  25;  dissolved,  26. 


Unions,  East  and  West^  94-103 ;  con- 
ditions of,  100;  collisions  in,  184, 
185,  209-27;  Unions  dissolved, 
244-248. 

United  States,  subjects  of  entitled 
to  privileges  of  law,  Ac.,  in  Ver- 
mont, note  279,  429. 

Vallumcock,  (St.  Coick,)  seige  of, 
Ethan  Allen's  bill  of  expenses 
at,  219. 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  157. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Capt,  369;  Henrv 
K,  219;  Col.  J.,  184-5, 188,  209- 
212, 219, 369-371 ;  Lieut,  Col.  H. 
to  Gen.  Safford,  217. 

Van  Schaick,  Col.  G.,  66.  Letter  of 
— to  Gov.  Chittenden,  41. 

Van  Vechten,  Col.,  219. 

Varick,  Richard,  481,  483,  496. 

Vergennes,  origin  of  name  of,  449. 

Vermont  prior  to  1781,  16-49;  first 
grant  of  territory  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  Plymouth,  in  1629,  xxvii ; 
controversy  with  New  York, 
16-21 ;  her  right  to  resist  New 
York,  xxiv,  21 ;  appeals  of  to 
Congress,  22-34;  division  of  be- 
tween New  York  and  New 
Hampshire  proposed,  26, 31, 94; 
appeals  of  to  tne  neighboring 
states,  34;  condition  of,  March 
1779  to  May  1781, 35-41;  action 
of,  41-49;  policy  of,  55-57;  trans- 
ferred by  the  crown  to  New 
York  because  the  New  Eng- 
land provinces  were  Repubu- 
can  and  New  York  was  not, 
510. 

Vermont  from  1781  to  1783,  pend- 
ing the  Haldimand  negotiation, 
59-337 ;  finances  in  1781,  189; 
militia  in  1781, 167,  239;  popu- 
lation in  1781,  166;  extended 
jurisdiction  into  New  Hamp- 
shire and  New  York  by  the 
East  and  West  Unions,  xxvii, 
94-103;  war  on  by  New  Hamp- 
shire and  New  York  threaten- 
ed, and  collisions  in  both  Un- 
ions, 184-5,  209-227;  resistance 
to  authority  of  by  adherents  to 
New  York  in  Windham  coun- 
ty, 196,  270,  272-4,  286,  295-303; 
summarily  suppresses  the  re- 
sistants  by  armed  posse^  295-97 ; 
war  against  threatened  by  con- 
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gress,  243;  influence  of  on  con- 

fress,  268;  independent  from 
nly  20th  1764,  319;  insurrec- 
tion against  in  Windham  coun- 
ty, 313;  integrity  ofto  the  cause 
of  the  American  Union,  330 ; 
patriotism  of  her  people,  374-5, 
378-87;  condition  and  prevail- 
ing sentiment  of  in  1783,  336. 

Vermont  as  a  Sovereign  and  Inde- 
pendent State  from  1783  to  1791, 
395-498;  action  implying  Sov- 
ereignty:— Post  Offices  estab- 
lished, 405;  Postmaster  General 
appointed,  410;  Treaty  of  Am- 
ity and  Commerce  with  the 
Powers  of  Europe  proposed, 
410;  Negotiation  with  the  Prov- 
ince of  Quebec,  411,  425-6,  445, 
465;  Negotiation  with  Great 
Britain  as  to  trade  instituted, 
426;  result  of  this  negotiation, 
465;  coinage  of  money  author- 
ized, 427;  import  duty  proposed, 
428;  naturalization  of  a  citizen 
of  New  Hampshire  proposed, 
429;  natives  of  France  and  nat- 
uralized citizens  of  New  York 
naturalized  by  Vermont,  449; 
neutrality  with  Massachusetts, 
446;  Negotiations  with  New 
York,  486-496.  Insurrection  in 
Windham  County  suppressed 
and  authority  of  Vermont  es- 
.  tablished,  399-412;  retaliatory 
acts  against  New  York,  403, 
422-  finances  in  1781^  189,  and 
in  1787, 466;  commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  with  New 
York,  486;  correspondence  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  two 
states,  487-494;  admission  of 
Vermont  into  the  Union  con- 
sented to  by  New  York,  494; 
report  of  the  Vermont  commis- 
sioners and  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  settling  the  contro- 
versy with  New  York,  496;  ad- 
mission of  Vermont  into  the 
Union,  498. 

Vermont  Historical  Society  Collec- 
tions, 3, 397;  additions  and  cor- 
rections to  volumes  i.  and  ii., 
vii-xxviii;  reference  to  vol.  i. 
on  the  Haldimand  negotiation, 
391;  vol.  I.  vindicated,  vii-xxv. 


I  Vermont  Ms.  State  Papers,  496. 
Verplanck,  Gulian,  483,  490,  496. 
Vershire,  428. 
Virginia,  106,  268,  432,  469. 
Votes  for  Governor  in  1789,  4a3. 

W. 

Wait,  Col.  Benjamin,  44,  47,  329, 
400.  406-7,  432,  444. 

Walbridge,  Gen.  Ebenezer,  189, 192, 
193,  212,  221,  296,  300.— Xe^ers 
o/— -to  Col.  H.  Van  Rensselaer, 
217;  to  Gen.  Gansevoort,  218. 

Wallingford,  xv. 

Walpole  Convention,  95. 

Walton,  Eliakim  P. ,  vi ;  Gerard  and 
Jacob,  481;  William,  481,  505. 

Warner,  Col.  Seth,  v,  19,  23,  44,  51, 
140,  271.— -Letter  o/— to  Gen. 
Washington,  52.  Hester,  wid- 
ow, and  neirs  of  Col  Seth  War- 
ner, V,  466. 

Warren,  Gideon,  188. 

Washington,  Gen.  George,  6,  41-2, 
77,  93,  133,  141,  158,  191,  244, 
266,  276,  288,  291,  304,  308,  312, 
316,  321,  323-4,  362 ;  reported 
in  Congress  to  be  in  favor  of 
Vermont,  324. — Letters  of — to 
the  magistrates  of  New  Jersey, 
Maj.  Gen.  Howe,  the  President 
of  Congress,  and  the  Pres- 
ident of  Pennsylvania,  39 ;  to 
Brig.  Gen.  Knox^  Col.  John 
Laurens  and  the  New  England 
States,  40;  to  Ethan  Allen,  64; 
to  Gen.  Schuyler,  76,  108,  230, 
241;  to  Gen.  James  Clinton, 
139,  141;  to  Gen.  John  Stark, 
161-  to  Gen.  Koger  Enos,  laS; 
to  Thomas  Chittenden,  228;  to 
the  President  of  Congress,  324; 
to  Joseph  JoneSy  a  delegate  in 
Congress  from  Virginia,  oppos- 
ing a  resort  to  force  against 
Vermont,  324. 

Washington  County,  N.  H.,  213-14. 

Waters,  Oliver,  409. 

Watson,  Winslow  C.,v;  ,'366. 

Watts,  John,  505;  -,199. 

Wayne,  Brig.  Gen.,  to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, 40. 

Webster,  Maj.  (Col.,)  Alexander,.  6, 
51. — Letters  of— to  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden, 51 ;  to  Gen.  Schuyler,  75. 
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Weissenfell,  Col.,  52. 

Weld,  John,  432. 

Wells,  Judge,  111 ;  Hubbell,  432 ; 
Col.  Samuel,  120,  323. 

Wentworth,  Gov.  Benning,  16. 

West  Bay,  67. 

West,  Ebenezer,  428. 

Westfield,  Mass.,  509. 

Westminster,  xxi,  300,  483. 

Westminster  Massacre,  18. 

Westmoreland,  N.  H.,  226. 

West  Point,  K.  Y.,  39. 

West  Union,  101,  145,  220.— See 
East  Union. 

Wheelock,  President  (Eleazer,)  220. 

Wheeler,  Adam,  447. 

Whipple,  Gen.  William,  310. 

Whitcomb,  Major,  81. 

White,  Pliny  H.,  v,  vi;  Lieut.  Wil- 
liam, 438. 

White  Creek,  (Salem,  N.  Y.,)  133. 

Whiteside,  Phineas,  188. 

Wier,  Commissary  General,  145. 

Willard,  Solomon,  429. 

Willett,  Marinus,  481. 

William,  King  of  England,  502, 509. 

Williams,  Col.,  71:  John,  to  Gov. 
Clinton,  133;  Joseph,  xvi,  xxv; 
Dr.  Samuel,  x,  xii,  367,  refer- 
erences  to  his  history  on  the 


Haldimand  negotiation,  62,  63, 

391;   Wynant,254,345. 
Williamson,  Gen.,  346. 
Willson,  John,  481. 
Wilmington,  424,  429. 
Wilson,  James,  312. 
AVindham  County,  see  Gumherland, 
Windsor,  xx,  22,  112,  274,  405,  428, 

431,  444. 
Windsor  County,  277;  insurrection 

in  444. 
Witherell,  Ephraim,  226. 
Wolcott,  Giles,  43,  66;  Gen.  Oliver, 

244  324. 
Wood,  Joseph,  484. 
Woodbridge,  479. 

Woodbridge,  Enoch,  Com.  Gen.,  37. 
Woodward,  Bezaleel,  33, 74, 138, 141, 

143,155,164,186,231. 
Worcester,  Samuel  Austin,  v. 


Yates,  Col.,  210,  211,  219;  Judge 
Kobert,  220,  257,  483,  490,  491, 
496. 

Yaw,  Amos,  jr.,  409. 

York,  Sir  Joseph,  127. 

Young,  Hamilton,  481 ;  Thomas, 
XXI,  23,  24. 
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thould  be  returned  to 
or  before  the  last  date 


cents  a  day  is  incurred 
It   beyond   the   specified 


Please  return  promptly. 
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